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• A HISTORY OP THE ORIGIN, PROGRESS, 
AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE EX- 
AMINER. 

After the disgraceful termination of the 
campaign of 1812, and especially at the 
commencement of the autumn of 1813, it 
became palpable to every man whom un- 
due prejudice and passion had not blinded 
to the perception of plain truth and fact, 
that the administration of the general go- 
vernment was as incapable of devising 
any thing like a skilful and successful 
plan of territorial warfare, as its command 
ing generals were, for the most part, uu 
qualified tu execute it. It had now there- 
Fore become evident, that this knot of 
politicians, called the administration, had 
been as little able to preserve peace and 
its blessings to the country, (allowing, for 
argument's sake, that the war was a just 
one,) as they were incapable of asserting 
the rights of our country, by arms. It 
had been ascertained, that they were un- 
lit for peace ; more unfit for war. They 
had given us evidences, repeated and ir- 
resistible, of an imbecility, as unexampled 
as it had been calamitous. The guilt of 
Hull, whether it consisted in cowardice, 
or folly, was certainly not more palpable, 
than that of the administration which had 
employed him. He had been found defi- 
cient in a single operation : the adminis- 
tration in almost every one which they had 
contrived. Against him could be alleged 
<mc act, to prove him nnfit for command r 



agairtPt tnem, many. It could hardly he 
foreseen that the same people who should 
join in the general verdict of unfitnc i, 
as it regarded hhn, could" differ as to the 
unfitness of those who hati employed hini; 
especially as they persisted In scattering 
through every part of the country tMe 
most overwhelming proofs of their inca- 
pacity. 

From these considerations alone, there 
seemed, in my humble understanding, to 
result a duty, which no honest man could 
be at liberty to disregard: the duty of 
using his best endeavours to rescue his 
country from the misrule of these pigmy 
politicians, who could, evidently, be na 
more trusted with the conduct of the war 
we were plunged in, than children could 
with edged tools. It became a most im- 
perative duty to endeavour to 3ave our 
country from the comcjttcnces of such mis- 
rule. Among these consequences were 

Enormous and increasing national debt; 
Usurious interest, becoming annually 
more and more usurious und exorbitant; 

Universal and oppressive and never 
ending taxation; 
Defeat upon defeat ; 
Loss upon loss ; 

Disgrace upon disgrace ; involving, in 
one Word, , 

The prostration of the national strength; 
The prostration of the national charac- 
ter; and 

The probable bankruptcy of the na- 
tional government. 

If the duty of doing all an American 
could do, to save his country from such 
evils, was imperative, it was not less pro- 
bable that in so plain a case, an honest 
people, or even if not honest, a people 
faithful merely to their own interest*, 
might be prevailed upon, to disinhi ger- 
va.nts 3 thus wofuljy incompetent. 
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• -There Sad- beer! lo'ag perceived, and by 
most men, with regret, in the political 
pa|>ere of the time, a style of resentful and 
acrid controversy, from which no good 
consequences could possibly result. The 
exercise of the understanding seemed to 
have been deemed of far less im|M>rtance, 
than " the keen encounter of men's iwl*." 

It was the peculiar characteristic of 
nearly all who wrote on either side, that 
they seemed to write as if they were al- 
ways in answer; taking infinitely more 
pains to be ugly, as the children say, than 
■to be wise; delighted more to display 
their own talents, than to spread around 
them useful information, and good natur- 
ed counsel* 

An exception, among a few otherr., an 
exception worthy of all respect and imi- 
tation, might however be found in the 
writings of John Lowell, Esq. of Boston, 
the author of The Farmer's Letters, pub- 
lished in the first volume of this work. 
Let the recent elections of Massachusetts 
testify the good, tbe great and imj>ortant 
%nd lasting good, which speculations of 
such a character are calculated to pro- 
duce. And let our own elections bear 
testimony to the very different results 
which are consequent on a different mode 
of writing. 

Such, however, as the political essays 
were, good or bad, whether calculated to 
be useful from the mildness, candour and 
force of their reasoning, qr the bitterness 
of their sarcasm, thc3e essays were few. 
And among the few that were good, but 
very few were republished elsewhere, un 
less they were short; and then there 
seems to have been but little concern 
whether they were good or not. An idea 
had obtained, and that very generally, 
that people would not read pieces, unless 
they were short ; the shorter the better. 
In other words, that the American intel- 
lect had become so effeminate, so nice, 
SO enervated, that although it could bear 



strutted. In all things else, America.!** 
were healthy, strong, active, patient, per- 
severing : but then they could not endure 
the fatigue, the dreadful torture of read- 
ing long pieces! Accordingly long pieces, 
in which alone, by the bye, we can expect 
to have political subjects fully and satis- 
factorily investigated and concluded, long 
pieces were laid aside by most editorial 
artillerists, ami every where they were 
found popping about them with their small 
arms ; sometimes, it is to be allowed, an- 
noying aud vexing their adversaries; but 
without any prospect, or even hope of 
ever breaking into their encampment. 
I do not deny that these have their use; 
but it is to be regretted that while you 
find every little quizzing paragraph, some 
light and pleasant conceit, or biting sar- 
casm, travelling the rounds of all the pa- 
pers ; some paragraph ** that shows one 
hasty spark, and then is cold again such 
writings as Mr. Lowell's, freighted with 
powerful facts, and pressing upon the un- 
derstanding with irresistible force; wri- 
tings whose efficacy is equal to the politi- 
cal redemption of the nation ; are thrown 
aside, though read with delight, because 
they are so long. For people will not 
read them ; they are very good : but, O 
dear, they are so long! 

There never was a greater mistake, nor 
a greater libel on the American people. 
They will read; they delight in reading; 
and especially in reading politics. And 
they will read long pieces ; no matter how 
long, if they are only good! the longer 
the better. But they will not read long 
pieces, unless they are tolerably well writ- 
ten. They will not, for instance, read four 
or five columns, in which one or two 
small ideas are puqKwely beaten out, like 
a bit of gold into a leaf of the greatest pos- 
sible surface. They will nof, to be sure, 
take down warm water by the quart ; but 
then it does not therefore follow, that they 
are unwilling to refresh themselves with a 



to be tvfad, it could not bear to be m- 



good long draught of sound cider or ale. 
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The consequence of this mistake is, 
that from federal paper* we get, for the 
most part, no able, well arranged display 
of arguments. The most important oc- 
currences are summed up in a joke ; and 
the most alarming events are cracked off 
like a squib. He that cau say the smartest 
thing about a calamitous defeat ; or the 
wittiest about the most ruinous and dis- 
graceful disaster, is sure to be copied into 
•every print i provided always, his piece be 
short. 

No man engaged in the conducting of a 
paper will ever find himself without good 
friends and advisers. 1 have my share of 
them, and I am glad of it ; for I can avail 
myself of their good advice, and I am not 
bound to follow the bad. Many and many 
of these have told me, "you should write 
shorter; people will not read such long 
pieces? It was a considerable effort of 
vanity, 1 confess; but the truth is, and it 
may as well be told as not, that upon these 
occasions, I have asked my advising friend, 
" do you read all my long pieces V* " 
" What all of them T " O yes— but then 
other people will not ; they never tlo." " Well, 
but as to yourself, my good sir, do you 
read all the long pieceB you meet with in 
the papers ?" " No." " And yet you 
read mine T " Yes." " And why do you 
read mine ?" " Because I think they are 
good" " Well, sir, if they are good, and 
politeness requires me to confide in your 
veracity, why should not other people 
have good sense enough to make the same 
discovery, and good nature enough, to be 
pleased with it, as well as yourself T Be- 
tween my delicacy and my frankness, I 
find myself here in some little difficulty ; 
and I wish the charitable reader to un- 
derstand, that I mean simply this : That ' 
where one is pleased with & piece, its i 
length is no objection to it. If it were I 
otherwise, why do women and children, 
grave gentlemen too, sometimes, sit up 
all night reading novels ? Few people are 
displeased with having too much of a good 
thinsr. 



Papers of all deacrijitioas were so per- 
petually crammed with news, and there 
was, morever such an eagerness for news 
domestic and foreign, and these in such 
enormous abundance, that the printer hail 
in his paper scarcely room for politics; and 
his readers were sure to neglect essays, 
for the more fascinating displays of " the 
pride, pomp and circumstance of glorious 
war." If this was true with regard to dai- 
ly papers, it was more true with regard to 
those that were issued but once a week. 

Again, political essays, as well as poli- 
tical documents, mixed up together, in a 
folio sheet; with advertisements, news, 
&c. &c. were preserved only a few days ; 
and what was printed, if not read during 
those few days, was sure of never being 
read after. '£be strongest political truths 
could be rca<kpuly cursorily and hastily, 
and were then doomed to he forgotten as 
certainly as Che papers in which they ap- 
peared would be destroyed. 

Having reflected much on these mat- 
ters, and consulting with some discreet 
friends, I was induced to commence the 
publication of the Examiner. And, how- 
ever my subscribers may sometimes have 
been disappointed by occasional irregula- 
rity in its publication, I do assure them 
most solemnly, I have devoted to it all 
the time and labour, which my health and 
the performance of duties previously in- 
curred, could allow. I have laboured ten 
times more than ever I did before in all 
my life. And let any one who doubts 
the fact, just employ himself in copying 
the original matter in some tolerably la- 
boured number, and then, I venture to say, 
that without putting into the account the 
head work, he shall agree that the mere 
mechanical labour is a decent week's 
employment. 

Circumstances, which I could not con- 
trol, engagements, which I could not ne- 
glect, wilt plead mjr excuse with all, even 
now, I hope. But I have still to add, that 
although my subscription ]fet is probably 
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more than equal to mjr merits, it is little, 
of any thing more than equal to the ex- 
penses of my establishment. I have had 
commendation enough, oral and written. 
I have been much encouraged and sup- 
ported by it. It is well I was ; for praise 
is the author's, as the hero's food. 

A distinguished gentleman* in Boston, 
has once or twice supplied me liberally 
with this species of aliment. The Boston 
papers have copied from the Examiner 
freely, considering how long the pieces 
were. I ndeed, V was once induced to be- 
lieve myself a favourite in that strong 
fortress of federalism. Nevertheless 1 
have but one single subscriber in Boston ! 
It is a strange world. They used to print 
my speeches there by the thousand, for 
circulation. But I was a member of con- 
gress them They can now afford but a 
single subscriber to the humble editor of 
the Examiner. 

Of Philadelphia I have certainly no 
•right to complain. There, they neither 
praise nor support any thing, unless " Phi- 
ladelphia" be stamped on the title* page. 
They have behaved better to me there, 
however, than in Boston. I have three 

In Baltimore — I have, I believe; fitly ! 
In Baltimore! 

Indeed if I bad received in other parts 
such support as I have been honoured 
with in Maryland and North-Carolina, I 
should go on with my labours as gaily as 
a lark. But it is not so. 

The citizens of the city of New- York 
have done all I could ask of them. They 
constitute more than two thirds of my whole 
support. But in the state, at large, scarce- 
ly a living creature has done a single: 
thing in advancement of the circulation. 
Some few have promised abundance of 
exVrtion; in Albany, especially, two gen- 
♦lemen of hi^h political standing and in- 
fluence. The paper was " excellent — 
calculated to be very useful—they would 
exert their utmest means to extend its 



circulation:" bat they never procured me 
a single subscriber. Either the paper had 
not , in its progress, kept the promise it had 
made in its commencement; or else the 
gentlemen in question, were deterred by 
the labour which the performance of their 
promise would subject them to; and ha- 
ving, probably, as little respect for me, as 
they had for themselves, gave the matter 
up altogether. 

Upon the whole, the present condition 
of the Examiner is not very hopeful. It 
is rather a popular paper, I think ;* and 
those who subscribe for it, exhibit a very 
becoming and flattering irritation, when, 
by some accident, they do not get it regu- 
larly. I am obliged to them for it. Bui 
it seems to be very doubtful whether I 
shall be able to print it after the present 
year. I wish to do it. It is an occupation 
in which I delight. But then the number 
of readers will always be in' proportion to 
the number of subscribers. If good is to 
he done by it, it must be because it is read ; 
but it will not be read unless it is subscri- 
bed for. A political paper without sup- 
port enough to pay its way, never did nor 
ran do much good. And in truth, if it be- 
not subscribed for, it is pretty evident that 
it is not so good as the author may, in his 
vanity, have supposed it. When eight 
hundred and sixteen pages, containing 
perhaps twice as much matter as any oc- 
tavo volume you may take up — when in 
fact then, sixteen hundred pages uni- 
versally and immediately interesting, 
cannot be sold for five dollars, in sufficient 
numbers to pay for the printing of thenv 
the author of them may, 1 think, be well 
assured, that he has been so unfortunate 
as to have taken more counsel from his 
vanity than his discretion. And if hefrank- 
ly confesses his error, he may be allowed 
to boast, that next to that of being free 
from fault, stands the virtue of acknow- 
ledging it when committed. 

An author's fate is in the hands of tbe 
public ; and he has no right to be discou* ' 
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fentea iT he does not please them. If he 



ty, he has still less right to be angry. And 
for myself, I say honestly, as this under- 
taking was one of my own choosing, on 
my own head he the consequences of my 
miscalculations. And if I must retire from 
it, I shall do so with as much cheerfulness 
as I entered upon it. 

B. G AH DENIER. 



The late news. — It was not among 
the weakest objections to the expediency 
•of declaring the present war, that we 
should, by so doing, make a virtual league 
with Bonaparte; an actual, if not a 
formal alliance; and that after all the ef- 
forts we should be ourselves able to make, 
the attainment of the objects we had in 
view, would depend, not upon our own, 
t>ut upon Napoleon's triumphs. If it was 
necessary to the establishment of Ameri- 
can rights, that England should be defeat- 
ed and prostrated, it was not in America, 
that it could be done. The democratic 
printers and politicians have, since the 
war, uniformly justified their anxiety for 
the success of the tyrant, the great enemy 
and destroyer of republics and republican 
liberty, upon the ground that his success 
was necessary to our safety. Such an ar- 
gument seems not unreasonable; and has 
been in most instances urged, I believe, 
with perfect sincerity. But it seems to have 
escaped these politicians, that exactly as 
we connected our destinies whh those of 
Bonaparte, we had no control over them ; 
and that, therefore, the most unwise thing 
that could be done, was to place ourselves 
in a situation, in which, if he prevailed, 
we should be placed at his mercy ; and in 
which, if he shoald fall, we should be 
placed at the mercy of his cttemics, whom 
by the declaration of war we had so rash- 
ly made ours too. Prudence would hav e 
suggested, that if our prosperity depended 
upon Napoleon s success, qur interference 



could be of very little avail; and thatoureb- 



can please neither the public nor his par- jec t might be attained without incurring the 

expenses and being subjected to the cala- 
mities of war. On the contrary, it was 
plain enough, that if he should fall, by 
which means England would become 
more powerful, and perhaps less yielding 
than ever, we should only -have made our 
condition worse than it was before. If 
even the administration had enjoyed the 
confidence of the whole nation ; if they 
could by loans, as well as taxes, have 
brought into practical operation all the 
resources of the country; If they had even 
been able to use the means thus in their 
hands, with skill and efficacy ; still, it 
seemed palpable that the contest must af- 
ter all, be decided m Europe. And, there- 
fore, it appeared, to reflecting and reasona- 
ble men, clearly expedient, to wait for the 
close of the great tragedy there, striving 
in the mean while, to enrich and strength- 
en ourselves as much as possible, so that 
if the conquering party should prove un- 
reasonable and arrogant in his pretensions 
towards as, we might be in a situation to 
resist. This seemed the discreet course ; 
more particularly to those who believed 
that we could expect very little from the 
justice or kindness of either France or En- 
gland, when unable to oppose them. 

The difficulties, moreover, between us 
and England, had grown out of the war 
between her and France*; and the disad- 
vantages under which we laboured, espe- 
cially the orders in council would cease 
to exist, whenever that war terminated. 
In one word, it was plain that if Bonaparte 
should triumph, we could expect nothing 
from his justice, his "kindness or his grati- 
tude. But if, on the other hand, Great 
Britain should be victorious, and if her 
policy in times more critical and even 
alarming to her safety, had indeed, as has 
been so repeatedly asserted, been one 
of injustice, malignity and cruHty , it seem- 
ed to follow necessarily, that under the 
joint Influence of Jijer irritation and sitccen, 
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oar sufferings would become is intense as 
she could make Uiera. I am aware that lat- 
terly the hirelings and dupes of adminis- 
tration have given out, that Russia, and 
probahly the other powers allied with her, 
will insist upon England's abandoning 
those high maritime pretensions, which 
interfere with the rights of all nations. 1 
am neither prophet nor statesman enough 
to receive or resist this predict idu. But 
I may be permitted to remark, that if 
there be any good sense in this idea, then 
our war must appear to have been still 
more unnecessary. If in the success of 

- the allies, and not in that of Bonaparte, 
we were to found a just expectation of a 
^restoration of the "liberty of the seas," 

- then clearly we ought to have abstained 
• from aiding Bonaparte, which w e did by 

attacking one of the powers of that grand 



. alliance, from whose triumphs we were to just; but which all united in considering 



expect such desirable results. It is plea- 
sant as well as painful to retrace democra- 
tic reasonings. While victory seemed to 
perch on the tyrant's standard, it was from 
him, that we were to expect the freedom 
of the seas. But no sooner is it ascer- 
tained that he is prostrated, and " none so 
poor to do him reverence," than it is dis- 
covered, that the thing we seek, " the free- 
dom of the seas," will certainly be esta- 
blished by his conquerors. And so this con- 
sequence follows; that whether Bonaparte 
was beaten or not beaten; whether the 
allies were triumphant or not, (he United 
States wree equally sure of the restoration 
of " the freedom of the seas." If all this 
be so, then, why in God's name, were we 
precipitated into this war ! 

It is however in vain to weep over 
errors that are past, unless we resolve up- 
on reformation. It iB scarcely possible to 
look into any part of the conduct of this 
administration, without finding the most 
glaring proofs of their utter incompetency 
for government And if, when this in- 
competency has become manifest, they 
«haD still be trjisted, good and wise men 



will have enough lo do, to weep over ttoe 
misfortunes with which their folly is here- 
after to overwhelm our devoted coantry. 

The eveuls which have recently oc- 
curred iu France, have had an effect upon 
my mind, in some respects different, a»> 
far as 1 can ascertain, from some of those 
with whom I have united my humble la- 
bours for the good of our common coun- 
try. What I am about to say therefore 
is advanced with real diffidence and hesi- 
tancy. Still thinking my reflections cor- 
rect and just, 1 must venture lo proceed. 

It may safely be allowed, that one of 
the most delicate situations in which ho- 
nest men can be placed, is the very one 
in which the opposers of war and the ad- 
vocates for peace in the United States 
have been placed. The government had 
declared a war, which some believed un- 



inexpedient. There was manifested in the 
administration during the progress of that 
war, an imbecility, a cliildUh, an ideot 
weakness, which was to double and treble 
and quadruple its burthens and its cala- 
mities. They were asked for their blood, 
and they refused to let it flow in such a 
cause; they were asked for their money, 
and they refused to bestow it upon incom- 
petency. They, in their turn, asked for 
peace, a speedy peace. They said the 
orders in council allowed by yourselves 
to be the great cause of quarrel, are w ith- 
drawn. Adjust the question of impress- 
ments in some way or other for the pres- 
ent. Make peace while your offer is yei 
of some value to England; make peace 
while it is yet desirable to her ; make it 
before she is either destroyed or trium- 
phant, for in either of these events it will 
be equally indifferent to her, whether she 
make peace with us, or not; or if a dif- 
ference exists in the event of her being 
triumphant, she may even prefer war to 
peace, upon any terms. It was even, and 
I think wisely too, deemed correct, to 
distress the administration, so as to corn- 
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pel Uiem to nv ke peace, while peace couM 
yet be made advantageously. Alt that 
men coidd do, the friends of peace and 
their country have done! In vain they 
have laboured, but still to their utmoel 
they have laboured, to avert the terrors of 
the awful condition in which imbecility 
and folly and phrensy have placed us. - 

To my mind, we are now at the com- 
mencement of a new era. The fall of 
Bonaparte produces anew political world; 
new feelings, new relations, new counsels. 
The storm which has shaken and con- 
vulsed Europe to its foundations, is sub- 
siding; and the demon who directed its 
fury and Us ravages, is fallen powerless to 
the earth. Let Humanity raise her af- 
flicted head; let the christian world re- 
joice! I war not against feelings sacred 
like these. I bow in adoring thankful- 
ness to the great God, who hath made 
bare his arm, and driven this horrible pes- 
tilence from among the nations. 

And who shall dare to repine ? Or if 
any one dare, what can he allege In his 
justification ? What, but that our destinies 
have been connected with the cause of in- 
justice, despotism and oppression? And 
b it indeed so ! Did our safety indeed de- 
pend upon the triumph, upon the unlimit- 
ed extension of the power of the greatest 
tyrant that ambition ever raised to the 
execration of human kind ! Alas ! if the 
emancipation of Europe from the fangs of 
such a despot, casts a gloom over the pros- 
pects of a free and virtuous people, then 
must the system which has produced such 
effects be as execrable as the execrable 
cause of the tyrant itself. T hen have we 
indeed been deluded into the support of a 
usnqrer's wickedness, by the pretence that 
we were contending for our own rights. The 
cause which becomes hopeless because 
tyranny has been crushed and destroyed, 
cannot but be itself the cause of tyranny ! 
Let the cabinet at Washington, and its 
base instruments throughout the union, 
hang their heads wJtli sfcirae, now that 



their utter deformity is palpable, their 
union with tyranny and oppression and 
wrong, demonstrated and confessed. Let 
them in all the anguish of detected and 
convicted guilt groan forth their regrets* 
I have no sympathies with such inhuman 
nity and barbarity. Nor have the peo- 
ple of the United States feelings so detes* 
table. They are a part of the great fami- 
ly of nations, and cannot but feel a deep 
and honest interest in the happiness of 
their brethren. They will disdain those 
miserable political calculations, which 
would restrain and destroy the noblest vir- 
tues of our nature. For virtue can make 
no compromise with injustice and wrong'; 
and whatever particular evils she may 
fear, will and must rejoice at the downfall 
of despotic power and unpitying oppression. 
Virtue can never be terrified by the ap- 
prehension that the restoration of tha 
rights and happiness of nations long en- 
slaved and oppressed, can be dangerous to 
her, or to any nation which has yielded 
itself to her inSuence. All history shown 
that the Almighty suffers no such con- 
nexion in human affairs. 

But if new conflicts, if hew calamities, 
await us, we shall at least have the con- 
solation of knowing, that we shall conr 
tend with powers, who are not impelled 
by insatiable ambition ; who do not de- 
light in unnecessary cruelty, and ravages, 
and desolation; who acknowledge the an- 
cient laws of Christendom; who have not 
the hardihood to throw qff every appear- 
ance of moderation and equity. 

Nevertheless, condemning and detest- 
ing the folly, and wickedness, which have 
brought us into our present deplorable con- 
dition, let us calmly and intrepidly con- 
template its real features; let us portray it 
to our fellow citizens, as it is; let us give 
them what counsel we can, that may yet 
restore our country, and having done so. 
we may at least enjoy the mournful con- 
solation of knowing that if our countrr 
mnst fall, « ! m are jx* od3*i\ r 
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The territorial iudependence of the 
United States is yet deemed secure. The 
rights of our seamen and the freedom of 
our commerce, are said to have been long 
insecure. These rights and this freedom 
have been declared so important, as to 
render it not only just, but expedient, to 
Commence war. And now, what is our 
situation after two years continuance of 
this war? What sort of a peace are we 
able iojorec from the enemy ? If the peace 
is to be no more advantageous, than our 
arms have been powerful, we can expect 
no peace, but such as our adversary may 
be good natured enough to allow us. No- 
body looks forward to a better peace than 
this. Such a peace, however, we are not 
obliged to accept. But then we are 
either to continue a war, by which we can 
gain nothing; the only object of which 
will be, not to gain, but to preserve ho- 
nour : or else we are to submit to a peace 
such as the good will and pleasure of the 
enemy may vouchsafe us! This is our 
condition. And the men who have 
brought u« into it, are supported as the 
wisest of politicians and statesmen! 

Will England be moderate and reason- 
able in her demands ? Already the Instru- 
ments of administration express their 
hopes that she will ; nay, that the allies 
of England— of that Eugland who helped 
them to escape from the tyranny of Bona- 
parte, will insist that she shall treat us, 
-who joined against than, with lenity and 
kindness; and that if she does not, they 
stand ready to quarrel and go to war 
against England for us. Tosuch deplo- 
rable, maniac fancies, are these miserable 
wrrtche3 now reduced. And yet they 
are as pert, as self-sufficient and supercili- 
ous as ever ; and the staring eyes of ideot 
wonder gaze upon them with as much stu- 
pid admiration as ever! God help us, 
when the rulers of the nation give them- 
selves up to such fantasies, and the nation 
gives itself up to such rulers ! 

! cur JitnatroD is simply this : Not 
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one point can we force from Great Britain, 
Not one can we expect from her kindness 
or that of her allies. Prom fear or from 
kindness then we can expect nothing. 
Our miserable cabinet bunglers have re- 
duced us to a condition, in which ouj 
hopes of peace can receive support but 
from two considerations. First: A gene- 
ral peace in Europe, resulting from the 
subversion of the Bonapartean dynasty, 
may be made so as to include us. But who 
is to intercede for us, I cannot conjecture. 
Not the Bourbons, whose persecutors of 
all descriptions, jucobinical and imperl.il, 
have been held dear to our hearts. Not 
the Spaniards, whose ministers, in the 
days of her adversity and heroism, were 
spurned from us, while we fawned like 
spaniels under the insults of the imperial 
minion. Not the Russian?, who Jiave al- 
ready been persuaded to abandon their 
mediation. Who is to intercede for us, 
then ? And why should any intercede ? 
What we have to look to in the second 
place, is, the moderation, the justice, the 
magnanimity of the British government, 
at a time when her resentments, and even 
her interests, may urge her to protract 
the war. The enjoyment of such com- 
mercial freedom, as we have a right, an 
undoubted, sacred right, to claim, depends 
upon her temper, and not upon our 
strength. I say again, to her fears we 
cannot appeal; for what have we done 
that «he should fear us ? To her kindnesq 
we cannot appeal; for what have we 
done to excite it ? Can we then expect it 
from her moderation, her justice, or her 
magnanimity? What ! from the modera- 
tion of her, who has so often, and even 
under the presidential hand, been charged 
with the design of universal monopoly ? 
From the justice of her whose contempt 
of justice has been the theme no less of 
presidential denunciation, than general 
democratic anathema ? From the magna- 
nimity of her, whose baseness, corruption 
and profligacy have for ten years been the 
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theme of incessant reproach and clamour ? If 
the democrats hare, indeed, been right; if 
they bare been right at all ; nay, unless the 
British cabinet is as moderate, as it has been 
represented presumpiuous and arrogant ; un- 
less it is as impartially and disinterestedly 
just, as it lias been represented wicked* and 
oppressive,; unless it is as magnanimous, as it 
has been represented corrupt, profligate and 
tyrannical ; unless it is equal to the utmost 
kindness of christian charity, we can hope for 
nothing but a protracted and rain spreading 
vrar, or a disgraceful and debasing peace. For 
what sort of a peace are we to hare ? Or can 
we obtain a peace at alt ? If we do get a peace, 
and especially if we get a good peace, in the 
circumstances we are now in, it will aflbrd to 
my mind the strongest evidence possible, that 
we ought never to have been at war. If Great 
Britain in her prosperity js willing to give us 
' a good peace, it will be in vain for those im- 
postors, who have pluuged us iuto war, to en- 
deavour longer to persuade us, that she was 
unwilling to agree to one, in the days of her 
adversity, when peace with us was so much her 
interest. Or if prosperity shall have made 
her more yielding, than she was in adversity, 
it wouhl only prove that her prosperity is our 
interest. 

But shall we have a peace at all ? I doubt 
it. I am willing to allow that now that Bona- 
parte is gone, Mr. Madison will probably rush 
as precipitately into a shameful peace, as he 
did into an unnecessary and ridiculous war. — 
But I very much doubt, whether even that 
will be allowed him. Soon I feel certain it 
wiH not. Why should it ? 

Peace opens the ocean and the world to the 
enterprise of Americans. Shall Great Britain 
have nearly all the navigation of the world, 
to herseff ; or will she let ns in, Uie most pow- 
erful competitors she can fear ? 

hhe has struggled for existence and even 
during that struggle persisted obstinately in 
asserting and maintaining her maritime pre- 
tensions. Will she abandon them now ? Will 
her interests be changed? Will her temper 
be altered ? 

There was a time, when it was the interest 
of England to have peace with us ; and that 
was the time, when she was in a temper to 
yield us all she could, under any circum- 
stances, be induced to yield. That was the 



time, therefore, when a wise administration 
would have token what could have been ob- 
tained, and waited until increased resources 
and strength, would have enabled us to have 
insisted upon more. Until this moment I have 
wished for peace, because until the destruc- 
tion of Bonaparte, it was the interest of En- 
gland to be at peace with us, and, therefore, 
reasonably good terms could have been fairly 
expected and probably obtained. But now — 
are her pretensions not to increase with her 
power, uow ? The federalist who thinks not, is 
in my poor judgment, as much deceived, as 
the democrats have been. England is neitlter 
so wicked, nor so good, as she has been repre- 
sented. And for one, I am free to declare, 
that I expect but little moderation, or justice, 
or magnanimity from her. We should not have 
In t o moderate, or just, or magnanimous to her, 
especially if we at all resemble Mr. Thunder- 
bolt Williams. Nations are setym found 
moderate, or just, or magnanimous, when 
powerful. And still more seldom towards 
those whom they have been made to despise. 
I think, therefore, that we arc hut at the com- 
mencement of our sufferings. I think we shall 
not be let off. With a European peace, and 
the necessity of employment for a great por- 
tion of her navy, why should it not be as easy 
and advantageously stationed on the Ameri- 
can coast, as in the British Channel ? Her 
armies — why should they not be employed in 
America ? If Spain insists upon the restora- 
tion of Louisiana, what have the anti-yazoo 
meu of Georgia to advance against it ? If one 
single reason could be assigned why it is the 
interest of England to be at peace with us, I 
should hope for it. But I see none. But her 
justice and her magnanimity — I can only an- 
swer that by saying, I do not believe in them. 
If Great Britain possesses them, she possesses 
what no other nation ever did possess, what 
very few individuals possess. If upon this oc- 
casion, she practises them, she will be'thc ad- 
miration of mankind, and I shall be happy to 
acknowledge the error of these doubts. , 1 
care not from what cause a peace proceeds, it' 
it be a gopd and an honourable peace. I have 
sighed for peace, while I thought such a peace 
within our reach. Whenever it shall be pro- 
ved not to be, all we have to do, is to over- 
whelm our rulers with our honest execrations, 
and place at the bead of our affairs mencapa. 
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ble of struggling with the increased difficul- 
ties and dangers with which we shall be sur- 
rounded. The nation will then be united in 
support of war, because whatever may have 
been its character at the commencement— 
however unnecessary and execrable may have 
been its continuance, it will then have be- 
come an unavoidable evil. 

If this gloomy state of things should exist, 
the distinction of party will be effaced ; and 
Ihc people, anxious for their preservation may 
perhaps be willing that the reins of govern- 
ment shall be placed in hands able to hold 
f hem, and our destinies committed to the pa- 
triotism and wisdom of men of integrity and 
of talents. 

We are in the crisis of our fate. We have 
courted our own ruin, by all the means in our 
power. It remains to be seen, whether our 
efforts will have insured success. 



COMMERCIAL POLICY. 

Some of the best lands between the Mis- 
sissippi and the Atlantic, arc covered by In- 
dian claims. And declarations about mari- 
time rights arc heard from politicians who are 
for exterminating the Indians. They gene- 
rally belong to the west or south, or feel the 
influence of such relations. 

As far as the lands arc wanted for white 
settlements, the Indian title might be extin- 
guished peaceably, at twenty cent* per acre : 
Although the Indians would not be content 
with two cents per acre for such lands as are 
sold by the United States at the rate of two 
dollars. 

Indian villages are seen in flames, and the 
ashes arc glutted with the blood of Uieir war- 
riors. The ruins offer rich planting grounds ; 
and the exterminating service opens large 
tracts for land speculations. Money is drawn 
from the seaboard to deft-ay enormous charges 
for the land forces, amidst loud declamations 
about maritime rights : Millions and tens of 
millions are expended already. What must 
be the whole cost of extinguishing the Indian 
title by military execution ! 

The influence of the politicians who are for 
exterminating the Indians, In the west and 
south, could have given a different result to 
the last presidential election, if their passions 
irere not to be gratified by expeditions into 



the Indian country. They were gratified. 
The destruction of Indian cornfields, the burn- 
ing of Indian towns, the general slaughter oi* 
the men, have marked the progress of the 
drama, since Harrison's expedition to Tippe- 
canoe. 

This is a wonderful war. In reality, It Is 
not for the interests of the trade and sailors 
of the United States. It is a war against 
them. 

When a commercial vessel is spoken at sea, 
maritime usage recognises the propriety of 
inquiries concerning the vessel's name, depart- 
ure and destination. The usage is so entirely 
reasonable, that a vessel without any clear- 
ance or other evidence relative to departure 
or destination, would incnr the suspicion of 
being employed for a purpose not warranted 
by the law of any civilized country, and might 
be stopped and taken into port accordingly. 

This being understood as indisputable, the 
ulterior inquiries present the controversial 
topics. 

There are three classes of questions con* 
ccrning maritime commerce. And the inte- 
resting considerations are these : 

1. The ownership of the vessel. 

2. Tire national character of the officers 
and crew. 

3. The quality and ownership of the cargo. 
It is for the benefit of commerce to have 

these interests regulated so as to distinguish 
between the fair proceedings and the fraudu- 
lent. And to have them regulated so as to 
distinguish the interests of the country from 
foreign interests, would lie for the national 
benefit. If these proper distinctions had been 
made by the government of the United States, 
with regard to the maintenance of American 
rights at sea, the war might have been 
avoided. 

These observations are founded on princi- 
ples which extend to every subject of mari- 
time controversy between the United States 
and any European power; and the whole 
may be understood in the exercise of common 
sense, if not perplexed by diplomatic ver- 
biage. 

To understand the whole, it is necessary to 
have some distinct views of the respective 
interests concerned in carrying on commerce 
by sea. For want of such views, the mind 
may grope amidst the mazes of abstraction. 
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Without ever arriving at any useful result. 
For want of such views, the real interests of 
Commerce may be sacrificed to illusory the- 
ory, anil American rights become the victims 
of misguided friendship. For want of such 
views, political zealots may declaim and con- 
tend about the topics of the day, without sus- 
pecting their own ignorance of essential paFt? 
and principles. 

In every case where a vessel is employed in 
trade, there are three descriptions of interests 
concerned, awl they arc well known to men 
of business. Amidst all the noise from the 
west and south about maritime rights, there 
arc persons of consideration who may bo wil- 
ling to understand the subject. Such persons 
might know, and men skilled la the affairs of 
commerce do know, that the interest of the 
ship owner is distinct from the interest of the 
sailors employed to navigate the ship, and 
that the interest in the cargo is distinct from 
either. Although the three descriptions of 
interest are embarked together, they are 
clearly distinguishable in every commercial 
voyage. And the distinctions ought to be ob- 
served, as founded in the nature of maritime 
commerce. It is as proper to observe them 
in adjusting the general regulations of com- 
merce, as in settling the particular accounts 
of a voyage. 

As public armed vessels are not commer- 
cial, they have appropriate characteristics. 
When known to be regularly commissioned by 
government, they are not liable at sea to any 
foreign visitation or search whatever. The 
government, by public officers appointed for 
the service, exercises authority on board ex- 
clusively, and is responsible accordingly. It 
is otherwise with private vessels employed in 
trade. These are liable to be visited or 
searched at sea. And the general objects of 
inquiry are such as have been mentioned— 
the ownership of the vessel— the national 
character of the officers and crew— the quality 
and ownership of the cargo. These are as- 
certained by proper documents, according to 
the regular course of maritime proceedings. 
And these are to be distinguished in attend- 
ing to questions concerning the proper com- 
merce of the United States. In these three 
classes, are seen the interests to he regulated, 
the rjghtiKto be protected. 

According to these principles, all the topics 



of maritime controversy are arranged in three 
classes. And the general doctrine of docu- 
mental evidence is applicable to each. Ail 
may be regulated by legislative authority, 
lu all the cases, it is important that the regu- 
lations be such as to ascertain and favour the 
real interests of the country, without giving 
countenance to abuses which disguise foreign 
interests and frauds. And such are proper 
objects of maritime legislation. 

The first class extends to all inquiries pro- 
per to be made at sea, concerning the owner- 
ship of vessels employed in trade. With re- 
gard to all this class of cases, this country is 
not involved in any controversy. This is a 
broad fact. It is open to the knowledge of 
the world. And the truth is so familiar as 
scarcely to attract attention. Yet it offers a 
key to unlock the whole controversy about 
other maritime interests. 

The freedom of this country from all con- 
troversy concerning the ownership of vessels,, 
is not the effect of any specific treaty or di- 
plomatic arrangement, either formal or in- 
formal, ft is because the laws have distin- 
guished between our countrymen and foreign- 
ers, with reference to the interest in shipping. 
On this subject, therefore, it has not been 
within the power of executive agency to blend 
and confound the interests of American citi- 
zens and foreiguers. 

As the provisions of law have guarded 
against abuses relative to the ownership of 
vessels, we are not, on this subject, involved 
in war and diplomatic anarchy. The specific 
provisions arc well known to persons who have 
examined the laws of shipping in the United 
States. They prescribe the manner of ascer- 
taining the American ownership. And docu- 
ments worthy of credit, relative to the title 
and country of the owners, are issued to ac» 
company the vessels. 

In providing against foreign abuses and 
frauds, relative to the ownership of vessels, 
the regulations contained iu the laws of ship- 
ping, have favoured the shipping interest of 
our own country distinctly, and so far have 
excluded national controversy. As they are 
established on general principles, tbey have 



systematic efficacy. They are for the bene- 
fit of American citizens as distinguished from 
foreigners ; and thus they have an American 
character. Hence the understanding, of the 
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country is not insulted by any jargon in favour 
of foreign ship owners. The wisdom of the 
laws, and their systematic operation, have 
■fixed the public opinion in favour of the real 
American interest on this subject, to a word, 
Hie citizens arc entitled to privilege*, which 
are not allowed to foreigners, by the laws of 
shipping. The great use of the w hole has been 
found in distinguishing between citizens of the 
United States and foreigners. And thus the 
privilege of citizenship is of real value to a 
shipowner. 

All questions relating to the ownership of 
vessels, have been so completely nettled by 
legislative regulations in the (United States, 
that on this subject no special management, 
mo official petulance, no electioneering artifice 
or combination, no state pride, no party zeal, 
«o intrigue, no political illusion, no French lo- 
gic could make out a war, or a mission across 
the Atlantic, on any sort of public controver- 
sy. On this subject, therefore, it would have 
been in vain to pretend that foreign abuses 
'and frauds could be transmitted inte \mcrican 
rights, by the display of some bunting for a 
flag. 

About other maritime interests, there have 
been diplomatic discussions, or semblances of 
discussion, for years. At length we have a 
war. And the principal controversy is suppo- 
sed to concern the crews of commercial ves- 
sels. 

Yet tlie war is not for the benefit of sailors 
ef the TJnited States, as distinguished from 
foreigners. On the contrary, the claim ad- 
vanced In this war, is to favour foreign sailors 
as if they were Americans. In cases of this 
class, American citizens could be, and have 
been, confounded with foreigners ; because 
the provisions of law have not guarded agaiust 
such abuses. Nothing short of a proper sys- 
tem of maritime legislation will remedy the 
evil completely. This is wanted for t he main- 
tenance of American rights at sea. As a na- 
tional basis it is essential. 

Here is the source of controversy. It is 
because the sailors of the United States arc 
not properly distinguished and favoured by go- 
vernment, in preference to foreigners. It is 
*rcau«e our own seamen are not systematical- 
ly patronised as such. In a word, the privi- 
lege of citizenship is not made valuable to a 
.•sailor, as it is to a ship owner. If any inte- 



rest in a vessel is owned by a subject or citi- 
zen of any foreigu prince or state, directly or 
indirectly, the benefits of a register are not 
allowed by the United States. Yet all tut? 
sailors, under the captain, may be foreign ci- 
tizens or subjects, and the benefits be enjoyed 
as if they were Americans. 

When sailors are interested, the adminis- 
tration compounds Americans with foreigners. 
And our countrymen are made the victims of 
administrative confusion. This is the mystery 
of diplomatic jarring, aud the obstacle to any 
adjustment about seamen. It is the mystery* 
of this wonderful war. It exhibits the subjects 
in mingled colours, so that attempts to ascer- 
tain the objects of the war, are perplexed and 
illuded by the changeable character of the 
whole. With reference to maritime com- 
merce, there is not in this war any distinct 
American object. But foreign and American 
interests are confounded. 

This confusion is characteristic of the cabf- * 
net policy. It distracts opinions, and keeps 
alive the spirit of party. It is prejudicial to 
commerce. It tends to depress and degrade 
the commercial character, and to dissipate 
commercial influence. It operates against our 
seafaring countrymen, as it tends to keep 
them out of employment, and encourages fo- 
reigners in taking the means of subsistence 
from Americans. 

That the cabiuct policy is, in fact, unfriend- 
ly to the sailors of the United States, is proved 
by the cabinet's pertinacity in confounding 
our seafaring countrymen with foreign sailors, 
and making war avowedly on account of such 
confusion. Are we to suppose the cabinet 
and the leaders of the cabinet party, are so 
ignorant of maritime concerns as not to know, 
that this is essentially disadvantageous to the 
sailors of our own country i 

In this blending and confounding of Ameri- 
can interests, there is a mixture of artifice 
and absurdity. The operation of the strange 
compound is anti-commercial and anti- Ame- 
rican. Yet this confusion has furnished a sort 
of maritime colouring for this wonderful war, 
with its enormous charges by land, and its 
train of debts, and taxes, and sufferings. If 
no American interests were mingled and con- 
founded with the foreigner, the war would be 
without any semblance of maritime apology. 
And if there were no foreign Interest inter- 
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mixed and blcrfded with the American, the 
war could not exist as a maritime controver- 
sy. If all this were disentangled, by distin- 
guishing between our countrymen and foreign- 
ers, the war would cease, or would be seen in 
its real character, as a war of land speculation 
or sectional ambition. 

Such a confusion does wrong to tlie privi- 
leges and cause of our seafaring countrymen, 
and gives encouragement to abuses and frauds 
of foreigners. It excites suspicions, com- 
plaints, resentments, violence. 

In that confusion is seen the source of di- 
plomatic contention ami poIfticaJ animosity, 
the germ of war. It may be traced in the in- 
structions to Messrs. Munroe and Pinkncy and 
Russel, as representing the government of the 
United States since 1803, and their official 
proceedings down to the letter of Mr. Russel, 
off Sandy Hook. It may be traced in the cor 
respondeoce of the secretary of state since the 
declaration of war, and in the cabinet projects 
about suspending hostilities. It is seen in ex- 
ecutive messages and reports. It has pre- 
vented a settlement of difficulties for years, 
and it forms the essential obstacle to peace. 
Tet it enters into the policy or the cabinet, 
notwithstanding ail the diplomatic exhibitions 
in the Baltic. 

To the want of a proper American basis, 
may be confidently attribnted the war by sea 
m which this country is now involved. If 
such a basis were established in matters of 
navigation and trade, the controversy would 
cease at the source. Without the proper 
basis, can there be a solid pacification? 

For the Examiner. 

I have read the debates iu congress, on 
questions respecting the war, with special at- 
tention ; and conceive the course of argument 
followed by the friends of peace to be satis- 
factory in its general scope and direction, al- 
though there is an objection, not so complete- 
ly obviated, as many well meaning men may 
wish. The whole matter may be comprest 
within a small compass. The administration 
asked supplies. The opposition refused to 
support a war which they consider as unwise, 
if not unjust. But they were told that the 
questions of wisdom and justice were out of 
season. 44 The war exist*, and the. eovern- 



" ment must be supported.* It was justly 
replied, " if this be admitted as a rule, it will 
44 induce weak or wicked administrations, to 
44 involve the country iu war, by way of getp 
" ting support." 44 No, (said the war men) 
44 turn out the administration, if you can, 
44 when the term comes round ; but do not, 
44 iu the mean time, leave the country de- 
44 fenceless." The opposition replied, with 
great truth, 44 we cannot help leaving our 
44 country iu that condition, lor the admin is- 
44 ttation avow the design of employing wbat- 
44 ever means tbey can obtain, to acquire the 
44 enemy's possessions, instead of defending 
44 our own. If you will join us in prohibiting 
44 offensive operations, we will joiu you, in 
44 measures of defeucc." The war men ob- 
ject to any such prohibition, as being uncon- 
stitutional, or at any rate unwise. 44 If (say 
44 they) the hands of government be thus tied 
44 up, and the enemy he (as ho must be) ap- ' 
44 prized of it, he will apply, to annoying us, 
44 the means now employed iu his own do 
44 fence ; and will, moreover, have no induce- 
44 ment to make peace. In short, if you will 
44 not enable the administration to act in the 
44 mode they deem most advisable, you leave 
44 them, us, and yourselves, at the mercy of 

44 an enemy the mast" and then follow a 

number of coarse epithets, which it is neither 
honourable to use, nor reputable to repeat. — 
The answers made to this objection do not en- 
tirely relieve the anxieties of every candid 
miud. The most sufficient, according to my 
apprehension, was this. 44 Try the enemy's 
14 temper by proposing lair terms. If he will 
44 not accede to them, we will join in vigorous 
44 prosecution of the war, provided the conduct 
44 of ii U entrusted to men whose talents and 
44 integrity give a chance for success." The 
war men will doubtless represent this propo- 
sal, as unfair. They will say, that their op- 
ponents offer to grant money, on the sole con- 
dition that it be expended by themselves; 
and will put in their mouths tins language — 
44 We federalists finding we cannot turn you. 
44 out, engage, provided you will put us in, to 
44 vote with you for graining money to otnj- 
44 selves." This wa< neither tho intent nor 
44 the import of the proposition ; nuithcr can 
it be so construed, unless by tho previous ad- 
mission that no men of lulcnis and integrity to 

c»'«h>rt lhr wr !j /? .:jrr?.«fu/ ;>•..•>*. rwi f f 
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found in tvhat tkey are pleased to call the repub- 
lican party. Nevertheless it will be so repre- 
sented. I take the liberty, therefore, to sug- 
gest, with that diffidence which the splendid 
display of talents and information by the 
friends of peace could not fail to inspire, that 
the Dcgociation for peace presents no diffi- 
culty, as to the ostensible point m dispute. 
The right of a belligerent to take his seamen 
from neutral inerchaut ships, cannot be de- 
nied, and the question turns only on modifica- 
tions, in the exercise of it, to suit those singu- 
lar circumstances, in which Britain and Ame- 
rica happen to stand relatively to each other. 
Tins being the case, by what argument shall 
it be proved that we risque any thing in leav- 
ing the matter to Britain herself? The arti- 
cle, on that as on other subjects, must be re- 
ciprocal ; so th.it what she exacts from us 
when belligerent, *l:o iuu*t concede to us, 
when neutral. How, then, can those who 
complain of her haughtiness, apprehend that 
fhe will dictate terms incomisleut with na- 
tional diinily, seeing that she must, in her 
turn, submit to those very terms. This ob- 
servation is too simple to have escaped men 
of acute mind ; and therefore I am induced 
to suppose there is more in the matter than 
I am aware of; hut I have always held, and 
never (1 believe) shall change the opinion, 
that no success, however brilliant, on either 
>idc, will operate a particle of change in the 
treaty, so far as relates to impressment. — 
Whether we conquer Canada, or lay down 
our arms, Britain, w hen at war, will take her 
seamen from our merchant ships ; and we, 
when at war, will take our seamen from her 
merchant ships. The contest, therefore, ac- 
cording to my comprehension, is without an 
object, as it relates to that point. If there 
be (as many, and not without reason, suppo- 
sed) latent motives or designs, I have nothing 
fo do with them, but to declare, not only as 
a" friend of mankind, but as a creature endued 
w ith common sense, that not ono dollar should 
be granted to support a war for latent objects. 

But there will be, J fear, another and a 
most serious difficulty in makiug peace, which 
ought to have been foreseen by those who 
made war. Perhaps it was foreseen and dis- 
regarded. During our revolutionary struggle, 
when Spain was about to offer her mediation, 

• b.xarae ntccK»rf for congress to state their 

* * m • 



ultimatum. It was tuggested by the 
minister, who communicated the intended of- 
fer of Spain, that the more moderate our de- 
mands, the more likely was it, that we should 
obtain her support. The debates on this mo- 
mentous occasion were long and warm. The 
eastern stales Irtld fast to a right of fishing on 
the banks of Newfoundland. Virginia and 
her adherents were disposed to run westward 
across the continent, but would hear of nothing 
short of the Mississippi. Many delegates from 
the middle states were disposed to limit our 
empire, on the west, by the Alleghany ; and 
urge our claim to the fisheries as a matter not 
to be relinquished, but in the last necessity. 
The debate was drawn out to such length, 
that before it was closed, the news of war 
between Spain and England was received. 
Thus it lay over to a subsequent occasion, 
when a French minister of more address ca- 
joled congress into a resolution to leave the 
conditions of peace to his most christian ma- 
jesty. Our ministers in Europe received in- 
structions in contorinity, which they disre- 
garded. Perceiving the game, which luul 
been played to secure the country beyond 
the AH: ghany lor France, by agreeing that 
the fisheries should he inhibited to America, 
they >truck up at once a bargain with the 
liritMi ministers. These, as soon as the great 
measure of acknowledging our independence 
was resolved on, determined to purchase our 
good will, and take us, if possible, out of the 
hands of their enemy. To this determination 
we owe, perhaps, our extent to the Mississip- 
pi, which some then thought, and many now 
think, we had been better without; and cer- 
tainly we owe to it the right of fishing on the 
banks of Newfoundland. France could not, 
had she been so disposed, have forced this 
concession from her enemy ; and France was 
not so disposed. Site wished* by excluding us 
and by other diplomatic manoeuvres, to secure 
for her own subjects the supply of fish to 
Spain and Italy. 

We are now again at war with the mistress 
of the ocean. A war which, whatever we 
may think of it, she considers as unjust and 
most unkind. We appear to her, as one who 
stabs his friend, in the very act of performing 
a friendly office ; as the most base of iioua- 
parte's vassals being the only one tor whom 
m escu«o ran be made. Britain has the j*ow- 
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er to exclude us from the fisheries. Is there 
not reason to tear that she may have the will 
also ? And is there any solid ground to expect, 
or even to hope, that those who declared war 
with so much improvidence, who have waged 
it with so much imbecility, and persist in it 
with so much obstinacy, will have the will 
(much less the power) to obtain, for the eas- 
tern states, a participation in the fisheries ? 
During the course of this portentous summer, 
Britain may, if she pleases, gain a firm foot- 
ing in the southern states. Should this be 
the case, there is, in my mind, no shadow of 
doubt that our administration would, to regain 
their adherents in the south, abandon the 
fisheries. Those great nurseries of seamen, 
without which we can have but little chance 
to become a maritime power, will, I fear, be 
closed against us. This will, to be sure, be a 
magnificent finale to a war for seamen's rights. 
Let those look to it whom it chiefly concerns. 

AN OBSERVER. 



CONNECTICUT LEGISLATURE. 

SPEECH or HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, 
ON THE 13TH INST. 

Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Srpeakrr, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Jteprenenustires, 

Since the last session of (he General Assembly, 
it appears that negociations for peace have com- 
menced between the United Stales and the uni- 
ted kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. To 
the people and government of this state, whose 
sentiments respecting the origin and progress of 
the war arc well known, any sincere and honour- 
able endcKVours to bring it to a close could not 
faii to Ik* acceptable. Negociations, however, in 
the midst of active hostilities, are as unpromising, 
as they are unusual. If there existed no intrin- 
sic difficulties in settling the terms of accomoda- 
tion, this circumstance alone should induce us to 
admit with caution the expectation of a favoura- 
ble result. 

I am not informed that any effectual arrange- 
ments are made by the national government to 
put our sea coast into a more respectable state of 
defence. Should the plan of the last campaign 
be revived, and especially should the war retain 
the desolating character it has been made to as- 
sume, the states on tBe Atlantic border cannot 
be insensible to the dangers which await them. — 
" To provide for the common defence" was an 
avowed, and it may with truth be .said the chief, 
purpose for which the present constitution was 
formed. How far this object is promoted by aim- 
ing at foreign conquest, and resigning our most 
wealthy and populous frontier to pillage and de- 
va station, becomes a momentous inquiry. What- 
ever measures, gentlemen, you may think proper 
to adopt on the occasion, 1 feel assured they will 
flow from en eoual regard to your own rights and 



to the interests of the union. In any event, I 
am persuaded that we shall place no reliance on 
the forbearance of a declared enemy, and that if 
the aid to which we are entitled is withheld, the 
means which God has given us will be faithfully 
employed for our safely. 

It is with concern I lay before you an official 
account of the destruction of a very cosidera- 
ble number of private vessels at Saybrook, by a 
detachment from the Uritish squadron. The 
misfortune is hnbittered by the reflection that it 
would probably have been prevented by a small 
force stationed in fort Fen wick at the entrance 
of Connecticut river. Jt will be recollected 
that a guard, authorized by the United States, 
was kept at that post nearly the whole of the 
last season. It was dismissed early in Decem- 
ber. Information of the exposed condition ot" 
these vessels, and of the consequent apprehen- 
sions of the town for its own safety, was duly trans- 
milted to the war department, and the attention 
of the government to these important object? 
was earnestly solicited. It was presumed, as 
there were regular troops in the vicinity, either 
that the request would be promptly complied 
with, or, if such an arrangement was inconveni- 
ent that this government would be frankly and 
seasonably apprized of it In the latter event 
the force of the state would have been applied 
not less readily to the protect inn of the persons 
and property of our citizens, limn it h »d been to 
the defence of the national squadron. Under 
the circumstances then existing, tins coui-ciJ, 
whom I particularly consulted, could not think 
it advisable for the state govermcnl to inter- 
fere. 

The facility with which this enterprise was ef- 
fected having emboldened the enemy to approach 
other harbours on the sound, I have fell it my 
duty, at the urgent request of the inhabitants, to 
direct troops to be stationed at various points, 
and to adopt other measures of precaution suited 
to the occasion. I rejoice that so soon after 
these occurrences I am permitted to avail myself 
of the assistance and direction of the general as- 
sembly. 

In viewing our means of defence, gentlemen 
you will perceive a deficiency of field artillery. — 
The particular description of guns which wen. 
ordered by a former resolution of the assembly i: 
has been found impracticable to obtain ; and yet 
such additions are made to the corps of ;u (itle- 
rists by the organization of the state tivM«]<s, ami 
the patriotism of military exempts, that we me. 
brought to the alternative of disbanding some 
the companies, or of supplying them with ord- 
nance. These additions to our military strength 
are indeed temporary and will cease with the 
causes that produced them, but the guns you 
may now procure must be an acquisition of per- 
manent value; especially if it should be thought 
expedient to convert a portion of the cavalry 
into flying artillery — a change which it is be- 
lieved would be highly acceptable to them, and 
which it is obvious must add greatly to our effect- 
ive force. 

Whilst bestowing your usual attention upo* 
the militia, you will not lose sight of the impo t ■ 
ance of establishing a system of regulation* for 
their gavewncnt, when in actual rervicw 'tndfv 
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the with it -fry of the slate. J plan for that pur- 
pose was dcvi.*ed, but not matured, at the last ses- 
sion. On this subject, I will barely remark, that 
nuJiua composed principally of substantial citi- 
zens, with whom war is not a profession, and 
whose love of civil order is habitual, must be pre- 
«umed not to require, those rigid rules enforced 
by sanguinary punishments, which have been 
deemed indispensable in a regular «rmy. 

Although our navigation will be necessarily 
emharrasM'd by a continuance of the war, we have 
the consolation of beholding it at length freed 
from the restraints of our own government. As 
file principal reason assigned for imposing the last 
restrictions, existed in full force at the time of 
their removal, we have grounds to conclude that 
the whole system is relinquished from a persua- 
sion that it is unauthorized by any provision of 
ihe ^'institution a* well as from a conviction of 
its injurious effects upon the best interests of the 
country. I n this view of the subject we may 
indulge J he hope that individual industry am 
eomuicrciu! enterprise will not in future be sub 
dued nor discouraged by novel und hasardous ex- 
periments, Hud that the benefit of a correct and 
f table policy will be seen and appreciated. 



by teaching »i? to plarc a just estimate upon our 
own happy form* of government. We are urged 
by a sense of honour, as well as of duty, to avoid 
foreign predilections, and to cherish a real love 
or our country ; to extinguish, within the reach 
of our influence, that spirit of political animosity 
which is destructive of the remedial power* of the 
constitution, to wait patiently for the free and 
effluent operation of public opinion, and in the 
mean tune, with a humble trust in Divine Provi- 
dence, to resist firmly, and from whatever quar- 
ter, every encioachment upon oar rights. 

JOHN C OTTO NSM ITH. 
General Assembly, May session, 1811. 



The encouragement already extended by the 
legislature to the manufacturing interests of the 
ftatc bus been amply rewarded. 1 trust c;ta- 
bledimeuts for these objects are not multiplied be- 
yond what the probable condition of the country, 
upon the return of an active commerce will be' 
/wind to justify, and that we may therefore con- 
gratulate ourselves on an important increase of 
productive capital, with the prospect of its being 
permanently and advantageously employed. 
Should the general assembly also lend a fostering 
hand to agriculture and domestic manufactures, 
t.he effect could not be otherwise than eminently 
Drtie'ki:.!. The cultivators of the soil have a 
just claim to the patronage of every well regit- 
luted goverumeut; u hilst no principle in politi- 
cal economy is more evident, than that an im- 
proved state of husbandry, and of the arts asso- 
ciated with it, is a direct augmentation of the 
essential resources of the commonwealth. 

The demands upon the treasury, in conse- 
quence of our various military preparations, will 
Miggevt the ey.jt-diency of improving the funds of 
the state, if it can be accomplished without add- 
ing materially to the burdens nl ready felt by our 
constituent;:. The expense, both of blood and 
treasure, arising from the present contest, is, per- 
haps, not more t« be lamented, than its unhappy 
influence upon the political institutions mid mo- 
yal principles of the nation. If we cannot re- 
store peace, we may do much to diminish the 
baneful effects of war. Such expedients, gentle- 
tlemen, as you may propose, to chock the pro- 
^rebs of licentioiisne: s. nm! impart energy to the 
laws, shajl receive my zealous co-operation. 

Gentlemen, notwithstanding the nation is un- 
fortuu itely involved in the struggles which have 
long agitated the eastern continent, let us be- 1 
ware of allowing our p;:ssioii«. or prejudices to he 
engaged in the conflicting interests of the old 



AN ODE, 

Sung al the lafe dinner in Boston, giun in honour 
of Commodore Perry. 

WRITTEN BY JOHN riERPONT, ES«fc. 

Tuue— " In the Downhill of Life" 

O'er the mountains the sun of our fame was de* 
dining, ^ 
And on TethysN billowy breast 
The cold orb had repos'd, all his splendour re- 
signing, 

Bedimm'd by the mist* of the West. 
The prospect that rose to tlte patriot's sight 

Was cheerless, and hopeless and dreary :-— 
But a bolt burst the cloud, and illumined the 
night 

That eovelop'd the waters of ERIE. 

The gray god of the lake left his palace of cora} f 

And moving sublime o'er the wave, 
From the bank where it bloom'd pluck'd a chan- 
let of laurel, 1 
And the garland to Victory gave. 
By the goddess 'twas held o'er each thundering 
deck, 

Till with doubts grown distracted and weury : 
And when each gun was silent, each vessel a, 
wreck, 

Twas snatch'd by the HERO of ERIE. 



^•oild 



continually oc- 




For the brave who have bled why indulge a vain! 

sorrow ? 

They were wreck'd on no enemy* $ coast : 
And some one of ns may be welcom'd to-morrow. 

To Klysiuin by Lawrence's ghost ; 
Who, when called by Charon to take a short 
trip. 

With him in his crazy old wherry, 
Paw his own dying orders, *' Don't gict up Oie 
ship," 

On the flag proudly floatie^o'er PERRY. 

. • •" 

Let each man rcund^this^oard bid his children 
remember, > " " 
With a genVoupiexpansion of soul, 
The glory thot plays round the tenth of Sejw 
tether, 

And» crown its return with a bowl : 
Then the goblet shall foam, blow the wind high 
or low, 

And the heart be. it mournful or merry, 
And the purest ofivine to the mcm'ry shall flo"«v 
Of the virtues and valour of PERRY. 
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NKW-YORK, SATURDAY. MAY 23, 1814. 

= 



Thk late news.— The editor of the 
Ad ocat* of the 21st, has placed himself 
most pompously in the chair of judgment, 
and decided with tlie dignity of" one ha- 
ving authority," that the Examiner of the 
14th, contains " tinder this head, an arti- 
cle, in which is jumbled together, the 
greatest mass of sense and nonsense he 
ever saw mingled." I must confess that I 
was startled at this declaration, expecting 




danger of suffering in the 
tion from such an attack. It is 
dent that our editorial drudge set out, bii. 
ving due regard to his wages, Ho. find a 
great deal of fault with the article in ques- 
tion; but, proceeding in the direction 
could find nothing mt all, for even his 
malice to feed upon, except that I think 
a little l»etter of the allies than he does. 
If the Advocate will needs have it, that 



nothing less than such a dissection as the |K>werB we may possibly have to con- 
would torture me to death. But that po- tend agniust are ambitious, cruel and re- 
lent editor is, after all, most merciful, gardless of the obligation of national law; 
This, says he, is " sense" and that is and M* he is disposed to like the war the 
** sins*;" and here again is more " sense*' — ' better for it, why should he be disturbed t 
and more again! Bless mo, thinks I to One thing is certain — whatever either cS 

us may think of it, the character and cala- 
rnities of the war will be little affected by 
our opiuions. 

The great points are, will the war be 
continued f and upon whom will the crim* 
of its continuance rest? I am far from 
pleasing myself, by thinking that it wiii 
continue. I am far from desiring it. But 
if it must be continued, because Great 
Rritaiu demands from us sacriBces incefr- ! 
sistent with our honour and interest, good 
men will be 83 eager to assert the Inte^ 
rests of their country, against her, as they 
have been conscientious in opposing the 
declaration, and the continuance, hither- 
to, of the war. And when they perceiv* 



f, what a fool I shall turn out to be, 
in the judgment of this scribbler, for wri- 
ting so much " sense." But we shall come 
to the " nomenst" by and bye. And in 
what think you, gentle reader, does it 
consist? Why, in this, that being more 
moderate than this mad-cap, I have said 
that the powers who have overcome Bo- 
naparte, and with whom we may possibly 
be obliged hereafter to contend, " are not 
impelled by insatiable ambition* — that 
they " do not delight in unnecessary cru- 
elty, and ravages, and desolation — that 
they acknowledge the ancient laws of 
Chri^tf ;ulom/* Ac. Surely, says the sa- 
pient editor, "this is noti&tn&c ; iy and, j 



strange to Ml, it is all the nonsense he J the necessity of its continuance, in resis- 
has detected in the w hole article, whir h } tance of inadmissible pretensions growing 



had been denounced as containing so much 
of it ; such " a mass" of it ! Now it must 
be allowed, I think, that when a writer U 
charged with publishing a mass as well of 



out of the resentments and increased pow- 
er of England, tliey will more than ever 
feel the necessity of urging the dismission 
of men repeatedly proved utterly inenpa- 



nensense, as sense ; and then only one sin- ble of prosecuting it successfully. They 



gle opinion, not an argument, but an opt- 
tn<-n merely, and that ou the character of 
ether nations, is quoted as containing 

*4he ens ci jzoziTFitte," he h la no great 



will not in such an event be guilty of de« 
mocratic inconsistency ; for they will not 
be in favour of war; and at the same time 
in favour of na sdmlntstration, ii!cajf;;b> : 
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of conducting It. They wnl not, because 
it may become a duty to contiuue the war, 
become the supporters of the popularity of 
those miserable wretches, who, by com- 
mencing the war unnecessarily, by conti- 
nuing it wickedly, and conducting it infa- 
.mously, shall have afforded Great Britain 
an excitement, a pretext and encourage- 
ment for advancing unfounded claims and 
pretensions. 

The frenzied wretches who have de- 
ceived themselves, and deluded then- 
dupes, into the belief that the followers of 
Washington are unwilling to defend the 
country against any enemy,in a necessary 
war — or in the defensive operations of 
even au unnecessary one, know and de- 
sire to know but littte of the federal |>arty. 
When this parly approve of war, you shall 
see them fighting in it; and net like de- 
mocrats smoking themselves iu their cbim> 
ney corners, for fear of bullets and cold 
weather. 

1 say again that I have no reliance on 
the moderation, the justice, the magnani- 
mity of any nation. Interest governs all 
nations f interest and passion. Interest 
governs the British nation, and our own 
too. Was it justice, or moderation, or 
maguauiimty, that exterminated the hi- 
dians from the time of the first settlement 
of this country. Had these virtues any 
connexion with the projected conquest of 
Canada, and the avowed determination to 
hold it, when conquered ? The Kentucki- 
ans, counting their chickens before they 
were batched, swore it should, in no event, 
be given up ! And yet we are a moderate 
and just and magnanimous people! And so 
we are ; that is, we are as much so, I hope, 
as any other people. But if Great Bri- 
tain is half as much disposed to press mat- 
ters against us, as we have been to press 
them against her, there is, there can be 
but little hope of peace. In truth, if she 
does jaot act much better to us, than we 
in equal success would have done to her, 
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act better, I sliall be glad, very glad of it/' 
On the contrary, if stimulated by revenge, 
impelled by interest, or inflated by suc- 
cess, she shall tell us, you must surrender 
this right, and that; and even a third and 
a fourth ; I say roar, and every federalist 
in the nation will say, war. 

But then we shall judge of the whole 
matter as we always have judged ; that is, 
soberly, temperately ; under the sober in- 
fluence of honest patriotism, but under no 
frenzy of prejudice or passion, we shall still 
inquire, whether it is for administration pur- 
poses or naliofial rights that the war is con- 
tinued, And if for the former, we shall do, 
what we liave uniformly done, oppose it, 
detest it, curse it — and its authors along 
with it. If a majority of the people happen 
to be deluded, that can have no effect up- 
on the judgments or the conduct of those 
who know and love the truth. 

To a feeble and wicked administration 
lave denied our aid ; and we shall do' 



we 



it always; but when our country calls, 
when it is indeed her sacred voice that 
we hear, her brave and hardy sons will bo 
found in the front ranks of the battle ; 
they will be found forming an impenetra- 
ble rampart, behind which the skulking 
bawlers of Tammany may enjoy their ca- 
rousings, and curse their defenders, in se- 
curity. 

I know that there are men whose at- 
tachment to the interests and rights of 
their country is excelled by none, who ex- 
pect confidently that Great Britaiu will 
not now insist on more than she has done ; 
and who think the expression of contrary 
opinions, injudicious — if for no other rea- 
son, because such expression is at leasf 
premature. With great deference for those 
who entertain such opinions, I have ven- 
tured to dissent from them. However the 
war may have been considered, hitherto, 
it must be very evident that in a little 
while, proceeding upon the idea that Bo- 
naparte is overthrown, Europe will settle 
there is* no hope at all. But if she does I down in profound peace. The differed 
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povreu will be united io one general sen- 
timent of friendship and kinducss towards 
each other. Such an event ought to have 
found America in a state of impartial neu- 
trality, at least; although it would Jiave 
been still better, if it could have found us, 
in friendly connexion aud sympathy with 
those who constitute the whole extent of 
Christendom, and who wield the whole 
power of the civilized world. In such a 
state of things, one which would almost 
seem the commencement of the millen- 
nium, no remembrance of injuries, no feel- 
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were ideots enough to cousider themselves 
equal to, the conquest, the " rapid* 1 sub- 
jugation if all the territories of the ene- 
my, when those territories had little if any 
thing more than the same scanty means 
of defence, which were calculated sim- 
ply for a peace establishment ; what have 
we to expect? What stronger impulses 
can we aonccive of than interest aud re- 
venge ; a manifest interest, a just reveugfe ? 
What stronger assurance of their being 
completely attainable) thari that those 
against whom they are to be directed, are 
ings of resentment, would have had exist- [ as notorious for their imbecility, as they 
ence, on either side ; aud it would have | are contemptible for boasting and brag- 
ging. It may be said, however, that if 
they despise the American administration, 
as well they may, tliey know, neverthe- 
less, that the American people are brave, 
resolute, desperate; and this considera- 
tion may restrain them. They know thtt, 
I admit ; and they would be restrained by- 
it, I believe, if they did not also know- 
that this same people have yielded up then- 
judgments, with idolatrous devotion^ with 
the most persevering, superstitious obsti- 
nacy, to the guidance and management of* 
democratic imbecility and idiocy. Even 
the cowardly Philistines were not afraid 
to rush upon Sampson, when they saw 
him reclining, shorn of his strength, in 
the lap of Delilah, 

What has been always our doctrine? 
** To preserve peace, we should be prepared 



been hardly possible, that under such cir- 
cumstances, the spirit of usurpation or 
encroachment could have entered into the 
councils of the deliverers of mankind, and 
the restorers of universal peace. 

But an infatuated administration- have 
tashly precipitated us into a condition, in 
which, if England is at all capable of re- 
sentment, if revenge can at all impel her 
counsels, if her interest consists at all in 
reducing us to imbecility and insignifi- 
cance, she has every excitement, every 
encouragement which can arise from what 
that nation at least has unanimously de- 
clared and considered an unjust war, a 
cruel and wicked attack at the moment 
when she was exerting all her energies in 
a last struggle, which was to deliver the 
world from bondage, or to subject it to the 
most gloomy despotism. It is not meant 
in this place either to deny or to assent to 
the justice of these allegations. It is 
merely intended to state what the feelings 
of the whole mass of the British popula- 
tion are. And so feeling as they do ; so 
excited as they are by resentment ami 
even detestation ; so impelled by notions 
of interest ; and beholding in this coun- 
try a boasting, gasconading administra- 
tion, so contemptibly imbecile, as to be 
unable to defend its own territory from in- 
i, or eVen its fortified posts from 
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for /par.'* *' Weakness invites aggres- 
sion." If, under ordinary circumstances, 
it will invite aggression, will it not invite 
it, when to the suggestions of interest, are 
added those of resentment, detestation, 
revenge ? And is it not- time to think of 
these things ? 

But I may be deceived. Great Britain 
may deal magnanimously with us. It 
may be so. And if it should prove so, no 
harm is done by remarks such as mine. 

But if, obeying the usual impulses oT 
human conduct, she shall resolve to re- 
turn fke pofconvd ehaHvc io evr lips ; if shjp. 
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shall resolve to let us eujoy some of the 
comforts of invasion wliich we hud de- 
creed for her subjects in Canada: she can 
borrow or buy Hessians or Cossacks 
enough ; the victorious army of Welling- 
ton may be easily transported, for she will 
not need one of her thousand shi[ts in the 
European seas. The slaves of the south 
may easily be induced to * seek through 



ticians who volunteered on the side of Na- 
poleon against the allies, when we find 
them arguing, and plausibly too, that the 
success of the allies " will be advantage- 
ous to us ! w How wonderful are the logi- 
cal powers of the cabinet ! How peculiar 
the felicities of the United States ! If Bo- 
naparte triumphs we are made for ever :' 
and if lie falls, " we must conclude that 



blood and slaughter their long lost liber- this event will be advantageous to us! 
ty the savage hordes of the west, who The juggler cannot play more tricks with 
by some strange fatality are unanimously [ the cups and balls, than Natlison and \lon» 
friendly to Great Britain, are far from be- roc with u the nine parts of speech.'* 
lug exterminated. The Atlantic towns j From the National Intelligencer. 



of the United States are not more strong- 
ly fortified than Copenhagen. Is it then 
difficult to apprehend that the most de- 
plorable sufferings are approaching us ? 
And are these dangers to be the less re- 
solutely encountered, because a weak and 
wicked administration have courted them? 
Will they be less intense because they 
might have been avoided ? 

I say, therefore, let us prepare. Our 
danger is most imminent. Our repose, our 



It has always appeared to u*, that if such a 
state of things should occur in Europe as to 
produce a peace ou the continent, on condi- 
tions compatible with the independence and 
safety of the principal powers, it would he 
that state which M ould be inost favourable lo 
the United States, aud to the civilized world 
generally. It is utterly repugnant to the inte- 
rests of the United States, that France should 
acquire Uu- prepvndermnee over the own ers of ' the 
continent, to nhick tht emperor of Franee evi- 
dently aspired. It is equally so, that she 
should be reduced below the rank of a prima- 
ry power. Absolute dominion, by France, 
overall Europe, extending itself eventually to 
us, might follow the first of these events ; and 



Having given his own views on this 
momentous subject, the editor of the Exa- 
miner hopes it will not be uninteresting 
to his readers to be put in possession of 
the speculations of others. The Nation- 
al Intelligencer, the government paper 
printed at Washington, and which his 
heretofore so obstinately persisted in as- 
serting tliat the security of American 
lights depended upon French successes, 
has at length fairly veered round, and, as 
will be seen, considers the success of the 
allies as moat auspicious to our interests. 
So long as the war was justified upon the 
ground that in the success of Bonaparte 
was involved our security, so long there 
was at least an appearance of consistency 
in desiring his success, and in joining our 
martial enortB,such as they were, with his. 
Tint what shall we think now, of the poli- 



aecurity, is no longer in our own power 

Let us prepare for the worst thai tnait hap- \ absolute dominion at sea, by Great Britain, 
w I h>r an Indefriite length of time, the other. 

J* B * VV'e never did believe that the emperor of 

France could obtain the complete control 
over the powers of the continent. Wc have 
been convinced, that tile project of universal 
domination, so often attempted, never could 
be realised. It seems as if Providcuec, iu 
mercy to mankind, had forbidden it. We 
saw that while he man he J his legions to the 
north, aud aimed at the conquest of ltussla — 
Spifti and Portugal were rising iu bis rear, 
and recovering their independence. The 
danger to which we have alluded, if it over 
existed, is now at an end. Auothcr object, 
connected with the future fortune of France, 
claims attention. To what precise limits she 
ought to be reduced, is a question in which 
we take no part. We will ex|>ress our wish 
ouly, that she may not be reduced (an event 
we deem altogether improbable) below the 
condition of a great nation. 

Peace with the continent, and Europe ge- 
nerally, has perhaps already taken place. Ha 
effect on this country is an uiiportant^objent 
of inquiry. \f Ke reason from what roe believe 
to be theinlerest of all the powers of the continent, 
me must conclude, that this event will be advan- 
tageous to us ; if, from the policy hereliforr 
' by most of them, in the m?>t 
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THttiwr, end bu the mod decisive act*, tee mre 
confirmed in that conclusion. 

Whilst France contended for the dominion 
of Europe, and menaced even Ku^ia with sulw 
jn&atkm, it was natural that the usurpations 
of England on the ocean, should be tolerated. 
But from the moment that the danger di^aji- 
pears, the galling oppressions of England 
may, in their turn, have the due eflert, and 
meet with a like resistam-e. Since the year 
1807. Uussia has licen a leading power in sup- 
port of neutral rights, and we trust that her 
present illustrious sovereign will, in that re- 
spect, follow the example of the Empress Ca- 
therine. The lat<> ofl'rr of his mediation is a 
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of (he United State* that Prance 
acquire the preponderance over the pow- 
ers of the continent, to which the emperor 
of Frnnce evidently aspired?" Was it in- 
deed REPUGNANT TO OUR INTEREST ? 

And did we nevertheless commence, and 
after the repeal of the orders in council, 
persist in a war aiding France in acquir- 
ing that preponderance ? What is this but 
the very essence of that tory doctrine 
on which opposition to the war has bees 
strong proof that he is not indifferent to that I f 0 „ m ied * Ami let lis understand this tni- 



po.'iey, while the rejection of it by the British 
government may perhaps operate with him as 
ar. <J<f 5 1 1 . iial motive to pursue it. Sweden, 
Dor mark, .Prussia ami ^pain, have the same 
interest, as have likewise tlie United Nether- 
lands, should they become independent. Of 
France we will remark only, that should a 
peace be made on sueh conditions as to se- 
cure from future anpn-heiision the other pow- 
ers of the continent, v.c may reasonably ex- 
pect her joint harmonious co-operation with 
them in the seme system. 

It is certainly to the honour of the Na- 
tional Advocate, that it cannot be induced, 
all at once to abandon its former doctrines, 
In complaisance to the Intelligencer. 
That the editor of that paper will, how- 
ever, abandon them, in due time, there 
can be no doubt; but ao suddenly, so 
shamefully, it is an awkward business; 
and he cannot do it — -yet. Our govern- 
ment (says the Advocate) " did not hesi- 
tate to declare war against England, at 
the very moment that France menaced 
Russia with subjugation; why then this 
chance of tone ? (t» the Intelligencer and 
the administration.) We confess it looks 
too much like watching the blind and ca- 
pricious goddess of fortune, and as she 
.turns her wheel, adapting our language to 
its mutations/' Fairly and honestly spo- 
. ken, Mr. Whealon! But after all, and 
remember what I tell you, yon must talk 
just as the Intelligencer does : the note is 
pitched, ami if you do not follow in the 



sluess correctly. It it? not poor Mr. Gales 
who says this. He would as soon ven- 
ture to eat bis Angers as to hazard himself 
on such dangerous ground. It is his mas- 
ters who say it; Mr. Madsion and Mr. 
Monroe ! They say, that Bonaparte's suc- 
cess was ** utterly repuirnant, n not 
merely repugnant, but " utterly re- 
pugnant" to our interests. Anil yet 
they gave him the aid of all the exertions 
of which they were capable! They say, 
of the fall of Bonaparte, that they must 
conclude, that " this event will be advan- 
tageous to us f They who have caused 
the opposers of this war to stand accursed 
in the vulgar feeling, for wishing the de- 
struction of the tyrant and his power! 
They say this. 

I repeat it, let these two propositions, 
deliberately given out by the administra- 
tion, be received for true : let it be allow- 
ed, as they say, that it was " utterly re- 
pugnant to the interest of the United 
States, that Bonaparte should succeed ;* 
let it be allowed, as'they say, that *' we 
must conclude that this event (his defeat) 
will be anvantageous to us;* let these 
truths, thus advanced by the administra- 
tion itaelf, be received, and it follows, as 
clearly as demonstration itself, that the 
declaration of war, was one of the most 
key, you will be set down as no wicked acts, that any set of men were 
more of a democrat than 1 am. it h a t «ver 8^*7 of - And U fol,ows « « teart K» 



shameful apostacy in the Intelligencer, I 
own. What! was it, (and that paptr con- 
fesses it,) was it " repttgnatd to the interest 



that opposition to that war was one of the 
most sacred duties that could ever de- 
volve upon a patriot! 
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TreLoa*.— In Thursday's Gazette, 
somebody, but who, nobody pretends to 
guess, but somebody, no doubt, who is as 
fond of Jacob Barker, as Jacob is of him- 
self, has "communicated" to Mr. Lane 
And Mr. Lang has seen fit to publish, an 
article, which, that not one precious word 
of it may he lost, is here given to the 
reader entire. 

roMMlMCATIOV. 

Ft gives ns very sinceYe pleasure to state, 
and we do it from vnqutttinnabU authority. 
that Mr. Jacob Barker, of this city, has punc- 
tually paid the first instalment o( 25 percent, 
on his subscription of five millions to the last 
JLoan ; and that he has half a million of dol- 
lars in pocket towards the second instalment, 
which the government cannot rec eive, by the 
rate established until the 25th of next month. 
We have also to add, that Mr. Barker has not 
sold, nor offered to sell, any of *aid stock lor 
less than the contract price, ns stated in the 
Federal Republican. The disinterested pa- 
triotism of Mr. Barker, will, no doubt, excite 
the admiration of every real American. 

The writer of the above article seems 
to have kindly intended that Mr. Lang 
vhouldj make himself as ridiculous, as it 
will be presently seen Crookes and But- 
ler have, by slavering the slime of unde- 
served praise, over a mere loan-monger, 
a speculator, as purely intent on self in- 
terest, as ever were the most designing 
among the contrivers of the south sea 
bubble. We all know Jacob Barker ; 
■we know him well ; so well that I should 
scorn to mention his name in the Ex ami- 
ner, if it were not due to men of real vir- 
tue and patriotism, that such pretensions 
as those contained in the above article 
should l)e resisted. " The disinterested pa- 
triotism of Mr. Barker will no doubt excite 
the admiration of every real American r 
When the editor of a respectable print 
publishes such a libel, it is impossible to 
be silent. It is as much due to real pa- 
triotism that such an imposition upon the 
public should l»e exposed and punished, 
as it is important to the credit of genuine 
bank paper, that counterfeit bills should 
lie stopped, and that those who pass them 
fcwtng them to be counterfeit, shouM be 

J- . .• t . • . . V . 



punished. Honesty and real worth are 
wronged, are robbed, when such a man 
as Jacob Barker is made the subject of 
public praise for any thing; but more es- 
pecially for "ms i nt ERESTEDjwf riotismF 
There is one reason, and only one, why 
1 do not venture to say that Jacob Bar- 
ker wrote the article himself ; and that is 
!>ecause I cannot prove it. But whoever 
it was that wrote it, he knew, he must 
have known, that he was committing an 
outrage, an enormous one, upon the feel- 
ings of the citizens of New-York. 

Mo?t grave and patient reader, peruse 
the article again. And now would it not 
seem to such as did not know Jacob Bar- 
ker, that he had subscribed the five mil- 
lions upon the strer.gMi of his own funds ? 
K is called " his subscription ; n 44 he ha* 
half a million tit pocket " lie has not 
sold? Arc. Is it not evident from all this, 
that the libeller intended to have it \te- 
lieved that Jacob Barker had in his pos- 
session, of his own money, one million seven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars? Cer- 
tainly there could have been no pretence 
for demanding our M admiration of Ida dis- 
interested patriotism, if he was a mere 
commission agent for others, making a 
bargain, an usurious one too, with govern- 
ment, in consideration of rewards stipula- 
ted to he allowed him. And yet how is 
it possible that he could have acted in 
any other capacity ? Where did Jacob get 
all this money from, if, as it is intended 
to be put, it was all his own ? '« Disinte- 
rested patriotism" indeed ! 

Crookes and Butler, however, of tlie 
Mercantile Advertiser, took the para- 
graph prepared for them, and sanctioning 
it with an editorial "We,* 1 make thousands 
and tens and hundreds of thousands hang 
as lightly and as naturally upon poor Ja- 
cob Barker, as acorns upon an oak. Thus 
they speajc : 

" It gives ns pleasure to be enabled to 
state, and we do it on authority which cannot 
be questioned, that Mr. Jacob Barker, of this 
city, ha' punctually paid th* first ta«*a!mec.« 



Digitized by Google 



THE EXAMINER. 



4 or 25 per cmt. on his subscription of five mil- 
lions to the last loan ; and that he ha* half a 
million of dollars in readiness to pay on ac- 
count of the next instalment, which, by the 
rule established, government cannot receive 
until the 2.5th of next month. We add, noon 
the same authority, that Mr. Barker has nei- 
ther sold nor offered to sell any of the *aid 
stock for less than the contract price. The 
editors of the Georgetown Federal Republican 
must, therefore, have at least been rai' infor- 
med as to that fact." 

Let it be understood, that I bear Bar- 
ker no ill will. In his proper sphere, 
whether as an oilman, a broker, an agent, 
a loan-monger, a coverer of other men's 
make what money he can ; 
I shall not envy nim. I am even willing 
to allow that in "his vocation," he is 
adroit and skilful. I do not deny the man 
understanding and management. Per- 
haps he has more of Ihese business virtues, 
than are generally ascribed to him. But 
praise, the fame of being disinterest ally 
patriotic, are pearls too precious to be 
thrown away upon mere speculators. — 
These are the sacred rewards which hea- 
ven has decreed for virtue, for charity, 
for genius. They belong to the patriot ; 
for seldom does he get ought besides; 
they belong to the hero, who earns them 
by his toils, his perils, and his blood. But 
they are as little deserved by Jacob Bar- 
ker, as by the slave that digs for gold in 
the mines of Peru. 

But I must be allowed to say a word or 
two about the " disinterested patriotism" 
of amj suliscriber to this last loan. What 
are the terms? 

For every eighty-ci*ht dollars that is 
advanced tp government, the subscriber 
obtains a certificate, by which govern- 
ment promises to pay him, one hundred 
dollars, at a future period; and until the 
hundred dollar* be paid, interest at the 
rate of six per cent a year. The act au- 
thorizing the loan {sec \stvol. Exam. p. 
392.) indicates an intention to pay the 
.money borrowed at the end of tweive 
years. If we suppose this done it will 
appear, and any one may ascertain it by 
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million ml scribed, only four mitten four 
hundred thousand will he received by go- 
vernment; and that at the end of twelve 
years they will have to pay for it (includ- 
ing interest) eight million, six hundred 
thousand dollars ; Tour million two hundred 
thousand dollars, being for interest; or 
almosteight per cent a year. Now where,! 
would ask is the " disinterested patriotism/* 
cr lending money at this rate, for the re- 
payment of which the whole United States 
are pledged ? There is just about as much 
of this virtue in the lender, as there is 
economy in the borrower. It is the. case 
familiar to every broker in this city: it is 
the case of the griping usurer on one 

Bide, and the prodigal spendthrift on the 

- 

other. 

But this is by no means the worst view 
of this " disinterested patriotism;" 

Of the twenty-five million to be bor- 
rowed, only ten million have been ob 
tained. But the usurers have taken care 
to provide for an event which they fore- 
see with as much certainty as the national 
spendthrifts do; and that is, that notwith- 
standing the abundant resources of the 
country, the spendthrifts have so much 
undermined the public credit, that the re- 
sidue of the twenty-five million. cannot be 
obtained upon the terms seemingly offered 
them, by Oie usurers. Thcy.bave accord- 
ingly stipulated, that if any part of the 
residue shall be hereafter borrowed upon 
terms still more unfavourable to the coun- 
try than these ten tnJUUn, the present 
usurers shall be considered as lenders, not 
according to the present contract, but up- 
on the terms most unfavourable to the 
country, npon which any part of the resi- 
due may be borrowed. And Mr. Jacob 
Barker does not hesitate to say, that the 
residue cannot be. borrowed, unles3 certi- 



ficates of stock upon every one hundred 
dollars, bearing an interest of six per cent 
a year shall be given for every seventy- 
five dollars advanced in cash. If tl-is 
should happen, then of the f»" million 



Digitized by Google 



24, 



THE PXAM'.KER. 



*even hundred and ffly tiwisand, will be 
received by government, for which, at the 
will of twelve years, it will have to pay 
(including interest) eight millions six hun- 
dred thousand, as before slated ; being ftnrr 
tmllion rigid hundred thousand, for interest ; 
which interest would in that case be at 
the rate of almost thirteen per ci nt a year. 
And the city of New- York has borrowed, 
end can, any day in the year, borrow at 
the rate of six per cent a year ! 

The *• disinterested patriotism" of the 
usurers beggars all comment. 

But the spendthrifts— our own elected dear- 
ly beloved spendthrift*— what Khali we say of 
them ? who arc delivering over every man's 
poods and chattels every man's house,, every 
man's &rm, to the rapacity of these usurers ? 
these usurers who would be kicked out or any 
court of justice in the United States, if they 
should be found practising upon the unwary 
end inexperienced, as they are permitted to 
do upon the whole body of the most enligh- 
tened nation on earth ? What shall we say of 
the spendthrifts, who invite tltese cormorants 
to fix their claws upon the very vitals of the 
government ? 

The time was, when loans, and debts and 
faxes filled us with affright and horror. The 
time was, when the spendthrifts who are now 
dairy and nightly closeted with eager and ra- 
pacious and insatiable usurers, rose to power, 
iy chanting the sweet notes of universal peace 
and blessed economy ! 

An unnecessary war, a war infamously con- 
ducted, a war supported by loans horribly 
nsurious, and beyond all precedent and neces- 
sity, extravagant and enormous! These are 
the flowers with which insanity has wove a 
garland for the favourites of democracy ! 

And yet it is boasted, presumptuously, in- 
famously boasted, that the national credit i> 
unimpaired ! that government ran still bor- 
row! that usurers emugh can be found to 
plunder the people of the United States ! aud 
that the elections prove that the people are 
delighted with rain ! 

Leaving to their demoniac joy the fiend* 
*rho swell with rapture at the contemplation 
of such scenes, let us turn aside into the |*tns 
of sober examination, and inquire,, whether 
tiie ten millions subscribed to (he last loan 



prove the credit of government, or the" failure 
of the credit of government ? I am much de- 
ceived, if a few words do not completely set- 
tle this question. 

Is, or is not, tl.i- money advanced upon the 
expectation, that the residue will be obtained 
at eighty eight for a hundred ? If it is, why is 
it stipulated that the worst terms upon which 
the residue of the loan may be obtained shall 
be the actual terms of this loan ? What does' 
the offer at eighty-eight necessarily imply f 
what, but this : We know you cannot get mo- 
ney, unless you get it upon worse terms ; and 
by interesting all who are concerned in this 
loan, to run down your credit, we shall be 
perfectly sure you cannot. We lend you, now, 
not. because you have credit ; but because yon 
have not credit. We lend you, not because 
you mU have credit ; but because we are cer- 
tain you will not. I take this says Jacob 
Barker, that I may thu* make it the interest 
of ail concerned to exert themselves that yon 
shall not. 

This is an experiment, indeed ! It beats 
embargo, and non-intercourse, and proclama- 
tions, and gun boats, "all the world to no- 
thing!" It is an experiment, in one word, 
which is to decide whether money may not 
be as easily borrowed upon th ■ admission that 
public credit has failed, as it can when that 
credit is undoubted 1 It is a sort of post obU 
bond. That is taken, not because the prodi- 
gal son has the means of paying, but because 
he may have when his father dies. Tbi* loan 
is taken, not because the administration have 
the means of paying it, but because the peo- 
ple of the United States have money enough 
to pay it, }f they choose to do «->, hereqfier. 
The money is lent. not because the spendthrifts 
are able to repay it, but because their masters 
are. It might as fairly have been contend* d 
at the time when soldiers' certificates were 
sold for two shilling* in the ponnd, that go- 
vernment had credit. Those who I ought 
then, like those who loan now, knew the peo- 
ple of the United States to be able to pay, 
although they had no confidence in the crodit 
of government. 1 hey purchased, as the vsiirers 
now subscribe, on speculation. Present, quiet, 
regular, certain income is wholly out of the 
question. And whatever interest Jacob Bar- 
ker, and such like people may have in the 
loan, It is notorious that they do not bold tbi* 
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stock, neither have they wilrfcribcd for It up li rary connexion*, fcaroest professions, which 
on tlicprwciph-5 whic h jovrrncd the Mibsrrip-j ™™ frequently rcoeweH. had Riven l opes 
tion for, and which now govern the holder* of 
the stock of this citv. It is a calculation of 
.*' make or orroft." If the contractors can 
hold on long enough, and if the people shall be 
willing to pay them their enormous usury, 
they will make ; in either of the contrary 
events, they will break. 

One point is incontrovertible : When roch 
principles as have entered into the present 
loan govern Borrower and Lender, alike; 
when one says, we will have vsitry : and the 
other answers, I must give it ; the latter has no 
credi/, than tbe former has conscience. 



I>ECI*ARATION OF DEJxMARK. 

ISSI ED AT rCJtEX, JATt. 17, 1014. 

44 By the care of the Danish government, 
tbe war which already, for fifteen years, had 
devastated Europe, had not disturbed the re- 
pose of the Danish nation ; when the king, for 
i. moment raw himself under the necessity of 
using defensive means partly for the protec- 
tion of his subjects' commerce, and partly for 
the security of his provinces bordering on 
Germany. 

The attack made by the English on his 
roajesty 's capital, and carrying off the Danish 
Cf-et, in the year 184)7. put an end to the happy 
tranquility which his majesty had, until then, 
been en:ir led to preserve for his subjects. The 
Danish states, at tint time, had the same 
common enemy witJi Franc*;, and the conse- 
quence was. that tn alliance was sought and 
concluded with that power. Tbe emperor, 
openly and directly promised men and money ; 
pnd a numerous army immediately moved into 
the provinces belonging to Ins majesty tbe 
king. 

** It was agreed, that the expense of its sup- 
port should be defrayed by the Frenrh go- 
vernment, and this amounted to a sum of se- 
veral million* oT tlx dollars. Without under- 
taking any thing, however, this army remained 
a tmrthen longer than the Danish government 
thought requisite. The expense of its sup- 
port remained unpaid, and the requests of 
Denmark on this point were equally fruitless 
i'S those concerning the announced requisitions 
In money. The situation of a state whose re-, 
tourees were iilready diminished by the naval 
war. and by these naval disbursements be- 
come totally exhausted, again suffered a most 
prejudicial influence from the shutting of the 
eontin'-ntal ports, which was represented as 
one of the means Tor obtaining a general peace. 
The annexation of the Flanse towns an» T conti- 
guous provinces to the French empire, -be- 
came afterwards a most heavy burthen, with 



that these obstacles, which were so directly 
contrary to the good understanding in which 
his majesty contributed all in his power to re- 
main witi the French government, would 
have been removed ; but these hopes always 
remained unfulfilled. 

»' Whilst the French army was retreating, 
in the winter between 1811* and 1313. the im- 
perial troops, which, according to particular 
agreement, were to have remained lor the 
protection of Holstcin. were drawn away. As 
the French government had. at the same time, 
declared its intention of entering iuto nego- 
tiations for the peace with all her enemies, 
the king deemed it important for him to make 
overtures of peace to Great 'Britain. The al- 
liance with France was now become of no uti- 
lity. The king would willingly have pre- 
vented the cities of Hamburgh and I.ubcck 
from again falling into the hands of the French, 
in order to keep the war from his own. fron- 
tiers, and save from destruction tliose cities, 
whose interests were in such direct connexion 
with those of his subjects: hut his majesty 
was obliged to desist from the prosecution of 
this plan; his interests therefore required that 
be should accept the offer made him of renew- 
ing the alliance with France, and to give if a 
larger extension, in order to assure him of a 
powerful assistance against those sovereigns 
who had not hesitated to declare that they 
would support the demands of Sweden, which 
were so inimical to the integrity of his rtates . 

** The king, on his part, has conscientiously 
performed the stipulations of the treaty. 
Whilst his anxilinry troops were fighting by 
the side of the French troops, they received 
only a part of the pay which according to the 
agreement was their due. and his majesty's 
subjects suffered a considerable loss, as well 
by the embargo laid on their property which 
was deposited in the. cities of Lobeck and 
Hamburgh, of which the French government 
took to Itself the privilege of disposal, as by 
taking away the funds of the bank in the last 
mentioned ci ty . The promises of restoration 
gives in consequence of the complaint* there- 
on made, remained equally with the reelauia-, 
tion made on the subject without efTect. 

•* It was assured by the treaty, 20,0)0 men 
should be in readiness to protect the Duchies 
and Jutland ; but .Marshal ri'Eckmuhl quitted 
the position which covered those provinces, 
and retreated with all the troops under his 
command, to Hamburgh, H-.ving tho king's 
troops to tlrur own fate, and who were not 
able to withstand the superior force which was 
moving forward, to force, by. their overmatch 
in strength, an entrance into the country. 
The enemy's irruption into the Duchies, to- 
gether with the lO'S of the fortresses, was fol- 
lowed by the king's being for saken by a : ally, 
on who** assistance ho had reasonable grounds 



regard to the commercial intercom se witl 
Germany* Its effects extended even to lite- j for placing a reliance. Hi s majesty has been 
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under th* necessity of consenting to the jrcat 



est sacrifices to protect the remaining part of 
hi*. states from invasion, with which tin y were 
threat n<aJ by land by tin- combined troops ol 
several powers, and for the purpose of ajrain 
getting |K>ssession of those provinces which 
had fallen into tire enemy's hand<. 

1 1 i ^ majesty likewise declares, that hr will 
join the sovereigns nniteil against France, in 
order to assist in hrin^in^ alnrnt a univi m 
peace, for which all tlic nat ions of Europe arc 
langui<liin:r. and which is so necessary for the 
Danish states." 

MOCI.AMATIOSOr TRE Pnn'CB OF OH A KOFI. 

Tlu Hazitc, March 3. 

AVc, William, by the grace of God 
Prince of Orange Nassau, Sovereign 
Prince of the United Netherlands, Arc. 

To all to whom these presents come, 
greeting: 

Invited to the sovereignty of these 
statis by your confidence and your attach- 
ment, we from the firs«t dec la red, that we 
-should undertake the same only under the 
guarantee or a wise constitution, which 
might secure your freednga against all pos- 
sible abuses ; ami we have ever since con- 
.tinned to feel the necessity thereof. 

We regarded it, therefore, as one of the 
.first and most i acred of our duties, toHiij;- 
mon together some men of cont-ideration, 
-and to chanre them frith the weighty Uwfc 
rpf establishing a fundamental code, built 
vpftfi your Iffaftnergj your habits, and cor- 
responding to the wants of the present 
time. 

They cheerfully look upon themselves 
fhis office, performed it with zeal, and 
"have submitted to us the fruits of their 
uninterrupted lalnnirs. 

After a careful examination of this work, 
we have given it our approbation. Bat 
this does not satisfy our heart. It respects 
the concerns of the whole Netherlands. 
The whole Dutch people must be reco^- 
nis«d in this important work. The |>eo- 
ple must receive the strongest possible as- 
surance that their dearest interests are suf- 
ficiently attended to therein; thntreligion, 

the fountain of all good, is thereby ho- 
noured and maintained, and religious free- 
dom disturbed by nothing in temporal cou- 
evrns, but secured in the most ample man- 
ner, that the education of youth, and the 
spread of scientific knowledge, shall be 
ntteiiiied to by the government, ami freed 
'rem nil those vexatious regulations w hich 
y '•,'!< ■. ■ the genius and subdue the spirit: 
Imt personal freedom shall no longer be 



an empty sound, and dependent on tiieca 
prices of a suspicious and crafty police: 
that tin impartial administration of justice, 
guided by fixed principles, secure to every 
man his property; that commerce, agri 
culture, and manufactures, be no longer 
obstructed, but have free course, like rich 
springs of public and private prosperity; 
that, therefore, no restraint be imposed on 
the domestic economy of the higher and 
lower classes of the state, but that they 
he conformable to the general laws and 
the general govenment: that the move- 
ments of the general government be no* 
palsied by too great a zeal for local inte- 
rests, hut rather receive from it air addi- 
tional impulse; that the general laws, by 
means of a harmonious co-operation of 
the two principal branches of the govern- 
ment, he founded on the true interests of 
the state; that the finances, and the arm- 
ing of the people, the main pillars of the 
body politic, be placed in that central point, 
ii|>on which the greatest and most invalu- 
able privilege of every free people, their 
ituLpaitUnct may be firmly lived. Which 
of you can doubt of this truth, after the 
terrible experience you have had of a fo- 
reign tyranny, which acknowledged no 
riirbt when it wanted means for its own 
maintenance by violence; after having 
sighed, of late years, under the most op- 
pressive yoke that ever was imposed since 
the Spanish times ? 

Now at least you know the true value 
of those precious rights for which our fa- 
thers sacrificed their property and blood; 
and that happiness which they bequeathed 
to their descendants; and which we saw 
lost through the adversity of the times. 

Following, therefore, and deriving en- 
couragement from the example, it become* 
my duty, in imitation of those whose name 
I bear, and whose memory 1 honour, to 
restore that w hich is lost : it is your fluty 
to support me therein with all your efforts', 
that under the blessing of Divine Provi 
dence, who summons us to this task, we 
may leave our beloved country completely 
re-conquered and re-established to our 
children. 

In order to be enabled to judge w hether 
the constitutional code thus framed, as 
before-stated, "be a me- ns of attaining the 
above great ohject, we have thought it 
right that the said code be submitted for 
maturer consideration, to a numerous as- 
sembly of persons, the most considerable 
and best qualified amoug you. 
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We have for that purpose appointed a 
special commission who are to choose, 
put of a numerous list given in to us, six 
hundred persons, in due proportion to the 
population of each of the now existing 
jlepartmenfs. 

Honoured with your confidence, they 
shall, on the 28th of this month, assemble 
in the metropolis of Amsterdam, to come 
to a determination upon this weighty bu- 
siness. 

They shall, in like manner, with the 



your intcrosU and mine nr? ilic salne; and 
how can they he more manifestly promo- 
ted, than by the introduction of constitu- 
tional rules, in which you will find the 
guarantee of your dearest rights ? They 
will furnish me with the advantage of 
conducting, on fixed principles, the charge 
and responsibility of government, assistr 
ed by the best and most intelligent of the 
citizens; and will secure t<» me the conti- 
nuance of that affection, the expression* 
of which rejoice my heart, animate my 



letter of convocation, receive the plan of courage, lighten mv burthen and bind ine 



the constitution, that they may be able 
to prepare their decision thereon with ma- 
turity an*l calmness of deliberation; and 
for the more effectual attainment of this 
object, a copy of the same shall be .°ent 
to each member previously. 

And as it is of the first importance thai 
these members he possessed of the gener- 
al confidence, we order that a list of the 
person? chosen for each department he 
made public, and that to all the inhabi- 
tants of the game, being housekeepers, an 
opportunity shall be offorded, by signing 
Ins name without any other addition, in a 
register which shall lie open in canton for 
eight days, to disapprove of any such 
person or persons as he may deem unqua- 
lified. 

No inhabitant is deprived of this right, 
with the exception of domestic servants, 
valets, bankrupts, persons in a state of 
pon-age, or under accusation. ' 

When it shall appear to us, from the 
summing up of the registers, that the ma- 
jority are satisfied with the persons thus 
submitted to their election, we shall con- 
sider them as the representatives of the 
whole Dutch people, call them together, 
appear in the midst pf them, and salute 
them as constituting the great assembly, 
representing the United Netherlands. 

They shall then commence their la- 
bours in freedom, and give us an account 
of their progress by a committee appoint- 
ed to that effect ; and as soon as the a- 
doption of the constitutional code is the 
result of their deliberations, we sjiall make 
the necessary arangements for taking the 
oath prescribed to us by the constitution, 
with all due solemnity, in the midst of 
the assembly, and after that be installed 
in state. 

In the adoption of these measures, 
■worthy countrymen, you must feel con- 
vinced that the welfare of our beloved 
•*wntry Is my fin! and onjv ohje* f ; that 



and my bouse forever to our regenerated 
country. 

fiiven at the Hfgue, flic 2d of March, 
181-J, author our reign the 1st. 

WILLIAM. 

Tiy command, 

A. It. FLACK, SocVy of State. 

OFFICIAL DOCVMEKT. 

Letter from His Excellency Don Joseph Lvya- 
nado, to his excellency the ambassador of his 
BrL'unnic majesty. 

"Madrid, January 10, 1011. 
•« Sir — The regency of the kingdom orders 
me to communicate to your excellency every 
thing that has occurred since the arrival of Hi© 
duke of San Carlos in Madiid, until his depar- 
ture from that capital. Your excellency will 
see in this communication, an unequivocal 
proof of the frankness with which the govern- 
ment has acted iu this affair, and in the decla- 
rations made to the said dake : you will also 
see therein a proof, still more distinguished, of 
the fidelity of the government to those prin- 
ciples which it has recognised, not choosing 
even to enter into explanations, however flat- 
tering they might be. without the interven- 
tion and concurrence of the British cabinet, 
as well as of those other cabinets, which, ha- 
ving engaged in this war, are guided by tho 
same principles of honour to defend a cause 
as just as it is sacred. 

The duke of San Carlos arrived at Aran- 
jues in the night of the 4th instant, and being 
presented to the regency, he delivered to 
them a letter from the king of Spain, Don 
Ferdinand VJI, dated Valencay, in which, af- 
ter mentioning the good state of lm health, 
and that of his dear brother and his uncle, the 
infants Don Carlos and Don Antonio, who were 
with him ; and manifesting, that he was ac- 
quainted and satisfied with the sacrifices 
which the nation had made for his royal per- 
son ; with the brave and unaltered constancy 
of his faithful subjects, the persevering assist- 
ance of England, and the admirable conduct 
of her general in chief. Lord Wellington, and 
of the Spanish generals, yh? had <li«lii»^iiisli< rl 
Ih-mxelvcs, his majesty declared, tho* J. 
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had becn*poi»taneo.*TsIy invited by the Empe- 
ror Na polcon, through the medium or hie am- 
bassador, the Count de Lafbrest. to adjust a 
treaty of peace upon proportions lounded on 
the restoration of his royal person ; the inte- 
grity and independence of tlie Spanish slates ; 
and exempt from every clause uneonti»rroahle 
fo the honour, the dignity and interest of the 
Spanish nation; in consequence of which, his 
majesty had authorized the duke of San Car- 
los to treat in the name of hi< majestv, about 
f.n object so important, with Count Lafbrest, 
the plenipotentiary named by Napoleon to 
that effect ; and that this treaty being happily 
concluded, he had sent it to the'regency by the 
said duke, in order that the ratifications might 
be drawn up in dtto form. Vour excellency 
will sec this treaty in the copy subjoined. 

"The regency without vase il biting, without 
entering into any explanation or analysis of 
the articles of the treaty, solely looking to 
the decree of the general and extraordinary 
cortes of the tot of January. 1811, which or- 
dains that no agreement, treaty, or even form 
of truer, shall be entered into with France, 
until his majesty is at perfect liberty; ui- 
flnenced also by the treaty with Great Britain, 
of which one of the articles proscribes, that 
there shall not be peace with France without 
the intervention of that power, confined them- 
selves te giving as their only reply to Ihe duke 
of San Carlos, a letter for his majesty, to 
which the above named decree was inserted, 
and his majesty was informed, tlmt it was im- 
possible to ratify such a treaty, which besides 
was entirely null in all its parts. 

" Notwithstanding that this transaction 
was completely terminated in the above man- 
lier, the regency have tliought it their duty 
to communicate tlie same to the cabinet of 
their allies, thus proving the rectitude of their 
principles. It is in pursuance of their orders, 
therefore, that I have (lie honour to beg your 
excellency to transmit this document for the 
information of his royal highness the prince re- 
gent of Great Britain. The regency view only 
in this new step of Napoleon, the disgraceful 
situation in which lie has seen hiin«elf placed, 
of recanting the very principles which he had 
proclaimed with so much arrogance. The re- 
gency further feel themselves compelled to 
tdevote all their cares to the continuance of 
the war, deeply convinced that it* result must 
be fortunate, and encouraged by the idea of 
the difficult situation of France, announced by 
proposftions and mca.su res so contrary to the 
haughty character of her chief. The regen- 
cy flatter themselves, in short, that Britain, 
animated by the same sentiments, will feel 
convinced of the necessity of continuing the 
same efforts till the chief who governs France 
shall be reduced to an incapacity of again dis- 
turbing the tranquility of Europe, so many 
years the victim of his insatiable ambition. 

»» I have the honour to be, &e. 

« JOSEi'H LUYANADO." 
- ***** ifC. **' A K^" » 



AN ACT 

In addition to tlie act entitled " An act to 
provide for calling forth tlie militia to exe- 
cute the laws of tltc union, suppress insur- 
rections, and repel invasions, and to repeal 
the act now in force for those purposes." 

I. That courts martial, to be composed of 
militia officers alone, for the trial of militia 
drafted, detached, and called forth for tbo 
service of the United States, whcthei acting 
in conjunction with the regular forces or 
otherwise, shall, whenever necessary, be ap- 
pointed, held and conducted in the manner 
prescribed by the rules and articles of war for 
appointing, holding, and conducting courts 
martial for the trial of delinquents in the ar- 
my of the I • nitcd States. 

Sec. 2. That in all cases in the militia, 
where an offence is punishable by stoppage of 
pay, or by imposing a fine, limited by the 
amount of pay, the same shall be taken to 
have relation to the monthly pay existing at 
the time rbe offence was committed. 

Sec. 3. That if any delinquent directed to 
be summoned to appear before a court mar- 
tial for neglect or refusal to obey the orders 
of the president of the United States in any 
of the cases recited in the first, second, third, 
and fourth sections of the act, entitled, " an 
act to provide for calling forth the militia to 
execute the laws of the union, suppress in- 
surrections, and repel invasion*, and to repeal 
th<* act now in force for those purposes," pass- 
mi February Iwenty-eighth, one thousand so. 
ven hundred and ninety-five, shall be absent 
when anv non-commissioned officer shall call 
to summon him. it shall be a sufficient sum- 
moning of such delinquent if the non-commis- 
sioned offic-r leave a copy of the summons, or 
a written notice thereof, signed by him, with 
some person of suitable age and discretion, at 
the usual place of abode of such delinquent, 
the court martial may proceed with his trial 
iu the same manner as if he had appeared and 
pleaded not guilty to the charge exhibited 
against him. 

See. 4. That it shall l>c the duty of the 
president of any court martial for the trial of 
militia, if required, and upon his being duly 
satisfied that such testimony is material to 
the trial, to issue bis precept directed to any 
person to be summoned as a witness, com- 
mand! its his or her attendance at such court 
to testily for or against the person to lie tried, 
as the case may be, and any witness having 
been duly summoned, and failing to appear, 
without a reasonable excuse, shall forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, to be 
sued for and recovered in the name of the Uni- 
ted States, by bill, plaint, or information, in 
any court of competent jurisdiction. And if 
any witness when called upon for that purjiose 
shall refuse to testify, or shall behave with 
contempt to the court, or if any other person 
shall use any menacing words, signs, or ges- 
tures, in occsenc* thereof, or shall cauie any 
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Tint or disorder thereiu, it f hall be lawful for 
such court to punish every such offender by 
imprisonment for a term not excecdiug one 
rc< tn tli at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 5. Thaf for the purpose of carrying 
into execution the sentence, judgment or or- 
der of any such court martial, for any of the 
offences specified in the last clause of the pre- 
ceding section of this act, it shall be lawful 
for the court to issue an order to any commis- 
sioned officer of militia not below the rank of 
eaptain. commanding him to carry the same 
into effect by military force, whoso duty it 
shall be to obey the same, and execute the 
order accordingly. 

Sec. 6. That on the trial of delinquents, for 
offences not capital, by any such court mar- 
tial, the deposition of witnesses taken before 
a jnstice of the peace or other person author- 
bed to take affidavits to be read in anv court 



fantry ; aids-de-camp to brigadier generals to 
the pay, emoluments and allowances of a cap- 
tain of infantry, with an addition of sixteen 
dollars per month, and forage for one horse. 

Sec. 10. That the expenses incurred or. to 
be incurred by marching the militia of any 
state or territory of the United States to 
their places of rendezvous, in pursuance of a 
requisition of the president of the United 
States, or which shall have been or may be 
incurred in cases of calls made by the authori- 
ty of any state or territory which shall havo 
been, or may be approved by him, shall be 
adjusted and paid in like maimer OS the ex- 
penses incurred alter their arrival at sueh 
place of rendezvous on the requisition of the 
president of the United States : Provided, 
that nothing herein contaiucd shall be cousi. 
dered as authorizing auy speeies of expendi- 
ture provious to arriving at the place of reu- 



of record in the state where the same shall be I dezvous, which is not provided by existing 
taken, may be read in evidence, provided the laws to be paid for after their arrival at 
prosecutor and person accused arc present at such place of rendezvous, 
taking the same, or are duly notified thereof. See. 11. That in all cases where a brijadc 
And further that the returns of captains or of militia shaff be called forth for actual ser 
other commanding officers of companies, of 
delinquents drafted or ordered into the ser- 
vice of the United State*, who shall have re- 
fused or neglected to enter the same, sworn to 
as aforesaid, shall be competent evidence of 
(he tacts therein contained. 

Sec. 7. That if any person shall wilfully 
swear false before any such court martial, or 
in auy affidavit or deposition taken as afore- 
said, he or she shall be adjudged to be guilty 
of wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall be in- 
dicted, tried and punished accordingly, by 
any court of competent jurisdiction in the 
ttate where Mich offence shall be committed. 

Sec. 8. That the militia, when called 
into the service of the United States by vir- 
tue of the before recited act, may, if in the 
opinion of the president of the United States, 
the public interest require it, be compelled 
to serve for a term not exceeding six months 
after their arrival at the place of rendezvous 
io any one year. 

Sec. 9. That regimental chaplains in the 
militia which Inure been or shall be called in- 
to the service of the United States, shall re- 
ceive the srine monthly pay and rations as a 
captain of infantry, with the addition of 
forage for one horse, and whenever called 
forth into the service oT the United States, 
division quarter masters shall be entitled to 
the pay, emoluments and allowances of a de- 
puty quartermaster general ; brigade quarter 
masters to the pay, emoluments and allow- 
ances of an assistant deputy quartermaster 
general ; and regimental quartermasters to 
Ihc pay and emoluments of a lieutenant of in- 
fantry, ami sixteen dollars per month in addi- 
tion thereto, and forage for one horse ; divi- 
sion inspectors shall be entitled to the pay, 
emoluments aud allowances of a lieutenant- 
colonelof infantry ; brigade majors to the pay, 
• allewimc^s of a mz\oc ef is* 



vice, it shail bs the duty of the brigade 
jor of such brigade to iuspect and muster Uic 
same, and sign the muster rolls, conformably 
to the provisions of the act entitled M An act 
more effectually to provide for the national 
defence by establishing an uniform militia 
throughout the United States." If less than 
a brigade be called forth, then it shall be the 
duty of a brigade major of the district where- 
in such militia nay rendezvous to Inspect and 
muster the same, and <4gn the muster ro } U ; 
two musters to be made in the manner afore- 
said, one ou the assembling anil the other ou 
the discharge of such militia. If there should 
be no brigade major in the vicinity, the com- 
manding officer may direct any officer under 
the rank of lieutenant colonel, whether of 
the regular troops or militia so called forth. 

fee. 12. That auy commissioned officer, 
non-commissioned officer, musician or pri- 
vate of the militia of the United State?, 
who shall have committed an offence while iu 
the actual service of the United States, may 
be tried and punished for the same, although 
his time of service may hav e expired, iu like 
manner as if he had been actually in the ser- 
vice of the United States. 

Sec. 13. That this act be continued in force 
for and duriug the present war, and no longer. 

AX ACT 

In further addition to an act, entitled 11 An 
Act more effectual to provide for the na- 
tional defence, by establishing uniform mi- 
litia throughout the United States." 
That in addition to the officers of the mili- 
j tia provided for by the act entitled " An act 
more effectually to provide for the aational 
defence by establishing an uniform militiu 
throughout the United States," approved 
May the eighth, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, by an act in addition to the 
(aid recited act, approved March the 
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one thousand eight hundred and three, there 
shall be to each division, one division inspec- 
tor, with the rank of licutcuant colonel, and 
one division quartermaster, with the rank of 
major ; to each brigade one aid-de-camp, with 
the rank of captain ; and the quartermasters 
of brigades heretofore provided for by law 
xhall have the rank of captain. And it shall 
be incumbent on the said officers to do and 
perforin all the duties which by law and mili- 
tary principles arc attached to their offices 
respectively. 



From the Columbian Ccntinrt. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CNITtn STATES. 

It is no common occasion, which could have 
Justified this address. The interest you have 
in the events which have taken place, while 
I commanded one of your armies, and your 
knowledge of my present situation, I pre- 
sume, will render any apology unnecessary. I 
am now only connected with you, by the en- 
clearing ties of fellow-citizen, and have no 
other relation to the government, but what is 
common to you all. 5ly claims to your atten- 
tion arise from the persecution I have experi- 
enced and the injustice 1 have suffered. Ha- 
ving received this persecution and injustice 
from your servants, for my conduct, w hile iu 
your service, it is a duty, which I owe, both to 
you. and myself, to present to you a true state- 
ment of my case, to satisfy you, I have been 
faithful to your interest, and appeal to your 
judgmcut, for a reversal of the imjust sen- 
tence, which has been pronounced against me. 

Whilst I was an officer of the government, 
considerations of duty, and a sense of proprie- 
ty, prevented me from making any communi- 
cation to you, iu vindication of my public 
conduct. 

I fully expected in an investigation Itefore 
a tribunal organized under the constitution 
and laws to have convinced you that during 
my military- command 1 had deserved well of 
my country. Bnt how vain have been my 
expectations : — Instead of having heen ho- 
nourably restored to your confidence, 1 have 
lieen branded with the imputation of crimes 
the most wound iug to the feelings of an ho- 
nourable man, and authorities emanating from 
> on have passed on me the highest sentence 
of the law, for acts dictated by the purest 
motives, and the highest sense of duty. Al- 
t hough your president lias remitted litis sen- 
tence it is no satisfaction to me. The rem- 
nant of a long life which has uniformly been 
devoted to honourable pursuits is not worth 
preserving in dishonour. 

I am an innocent man, and as brave now as 
when I followed the standard of Washington 
over those memorable fields where the battles 
wer« Ibught which secured the independence 
of our country. 

In the critical and highly responsible situa- 
tion in which I was placed I did what I believ- 
ed to be my dt: ty. I still believe I did what I 



ought to have done. T am now gatisfed Ilia*, 
the calamities to our country would have been 
much greater, if I had pursued any other 
course. Notwithstanding what I have suffer- 
ed, I now rejoice, that I had the firmness and 
courage to do my duty ; to do that which 
your interest rendered proper and necessary 
to be done. In the solemn appeal I now 
make, I expect to satisfy yon Of this truth. — 
The object oi this address is to request you to 
suspend your opinion, until you have before 
you the statement of my case and the evi- 
dence on which it is founded. This shall be 
done as soon as the nature of the subject will 
possibly admit. A large majority of the 
court was composed of young office rs, recent- 
ly appointed, aud who had seen no military 
service. From their waut of military expe- 
rience, they were incapable of forming a cor- 
rect opinion on the couduct of an officer com- 
manding an army. In a government like ours 
litis appeal must be founded in propriety.— 
The tribunal of the public is the highest of 
all tribunals. In you is the sovereign power. 
Your determination therefore must be final 
and conclusive. To you then, my fellow citi- 
zens, in the last resort, I appeal, in the full 
conviction that your decision will prove, bow 
cruelly I have been persecuted, and how un- 
justly 2 have been condemned. 

WILLIAM HULL. 
Xcrcion, May IQlh, 131 1. 

From the Vermont n'atkingtomw. 

Democrvtic Economy. — As the syren 
son?: of Liberty, Equality and the Rights 
rf Alan, once tickled the ear of the peo- 
ple of France, and induced them to mur- 
der their king, and his family, so in this 
country, the magic sound of economy in- 
duced the American people to dismiss 
their long tried and faithful servants, the 
disciples of Washington, to make rooor 
for Mcs3re. Jijjirson, Madison, <C* Co. who, 
it was said, would retrench the expenses 
of government, and so economize the pub- 
lic revenue, as to supersede the necessity 
of direct taxes, internal duties, &c. In 
both countries the people have been deceived. 
In France the name of liberty has be 
come extinct ; and the pooole have been 
compelled, u peaceably if they would/ 
forcibly if they must," to sit down under 
the most absolute tyranny, where the wilt 
of the monarch is law, and his tender 
mercies cruelties. In this country, in- 
stead of realizing the benefits which w» 
were told would result from a change ot 
rulers, we behold the uation plunged into' 
a wicked and unnatural war, burdened 
with tax U|mn tax, and loan upon loan i 
the most lavish and wasteful expenditures 
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of public money, taking place in every 
department of our government and the 
nation; through the mismanagement, pro- 
digality and wastefulness of its rulers, 
precipitated from the height of wealth 
ami prosjterity, down to the lowest pitch 
of adversity, and" 1 might say bankruptcy. 
Still the people will not see-rthey will 
not .consider. 

Topartieularize the numerousinstances 
in which public money lias been profusely 
squandered, would fitf a volume. It is 
sufficient for our present purpose to notice 
erne or two only, which have not heretofore 
ap|>eared in our columns. 

Tfie Herkimer American, of April 28, 
*iys, 

♦•A few days since, in a neighbouring town, 
ttcelve United States' wagons were repaired, 
for which the blacksmith was paid one /Aou- 
sand eight hundred dollars out of uncle Sam's 
purse. Query. How inoch is the usual cost 
of a new wagon ?'* 

In Col. Pickering's late speech on the 
Loan Bill, we find the following state- 
ment : — 

"Two gentlemen, who were in the last 
stated to me the following tact : A 
u*ted with forty bushels of corn ; the 
of horses consumed eighteen bushels in 
the driver reserved eighteen bushels to 
feed them in returning ; and delivered four to 
the army. It is presumed this wagon was 
employed not less that thirty-six days, the 
aire of which, and the cost of thirty-six 
bushels of corn eaten by the horses, ma. 
have amounted to at least 200 dollars.— 
So the corn delivered to the army cost Jifiy 
dollars a bushel.'* 

We might, with propriety, here show 
the expense* of transportation of Cannon- 
Ball from Boston to Vergennes, and of 
vinegar from Boston to Albany. This to 
be sure might be called Economy, out of 
the state of Vermont, but here every person 
knows that vinegar can be purchased 
cheaper in Albany than in Boston — and 
it is a well known fact, that the several 
founderies at Vergennes, and in the vici- 
nity of Lake Champlain, are amply suffi- 
cient to supply all the Cannon Ball which 
would be necessary for the conquest of 
Canada, even if there were an hundred 
8 tone Mills in the way. — But the sequel 
«f the story is that the owners of the fbun- 



going 



deries at Vergennes; arc Fakralists, and 
the Army Contractors are Democrats who 
can employ democratic teamsters, who 
love money, and who will support the 
war, and the war party, just so long as 
they can make mony by it Another con- 
sideration with the contractor is his being 
allowed a percentage on all contract* 
made for government, and his patriotism. 
(1 mean love of money) is such, that the 
more contracts, aud the larger the sums 
expended, the better chance for taking a 
good slice from Uncle SMiis purse. 

The editor of the Philadelphia Political Re- 
gister, in commenting on the cfleets of tho 
present ruinous and unnecessary war, gives the 
following distressing abstract of loss and gain ? 
let it be read and pondered upon by every 
reflecting man ia the. country. 
" The suspension ol trade and navigaticn, and 
the loss of agricultural, commercial ami 
mechanical industry, including the waste of 
property, to an amount of not" less than 

S-W.OOO.OW 

Increase of tl.c natural debt 100,000,01)0 



Pecuniary loss $?#i0,O1Ji:,0GO 
Thirly thousand lives iij.it hare perished b* 
the swuid, or siiluc*s, incurred in military 
tervice. 

The distress, and, in many instances, irre- 
trievable ruin in which hundreds of thou- 
sands of families have been involved. In 
abatement of which, the people of the 
United States may place, as an item of cre- 
dit, the re-election of James Madtain to the 
presidency, which, like a negative quality 
in algebra, is less thou nothing ! 

rr ;m a Rotterdam Paper. 
An eye-witness relates the following. When 
the Field Marshal Prince £chwartzciiherg ob- 
served the defeat of the Freuch, after the 
three days fighting at Leipsic, he was anximu 
to convey the tidings himself to his sovereign, 
who, together with the Lmperur of Russia 
and king of Prussia, were stationed upon a 
height, about two miles from the field of bat- 
tle. The Field Marshal galloped up at full 
speed, and salutiug the Emperor with his 
sword, said, " Your Majesty, the battle is at 
an end, the enemy is beaten at all poiuts — . 
they fly— the victory is ours ! !" The Empe- 
ror raised his eyes to Heaven, and a tear was 
his answer; but his majesty dismounting, aud 
having deposited his hat and sword on the 
ground fell on his knees, aud aloud returned 
thanks to God. This example was followed 
by the other two monarch s, who having also 
kneeled, said, " brother, the Ix>rd is with us ,M 
At the same instant, all the officers in attend- 
ance, as well as the guan*. kneeled dovvu, aad 



Digitized by Google 



Si 



THE EXAMINER. 



for scleral muiutci a dead siitnte reigned; 
aftn which, more than au hundred voices 
cried "The Lord is with us!" The si^U of 
three crowned head?, accompanied by a great 
number of distinguished warriors, kneeling 
under the cauopy of Heaven, ami with tears 
praising the God of battles, was most afli'ct- 

prediction rf the Bishop ef Arlc*, in the 
year 1010. 

A prediction of (he Bishop of Aries, in 
the year 1610, extracted in 1775, by Dr. 
Jones late Bishop cf Kildare, from a 
book deposited in the Royal Library at 
Paris, and in the possession of two re- 
spectable Gentlemen of Dublin upwards 
of twenty yearn, oue of whom received 
it from Or. Jones: 

* The administrators of this kingdom. 
France, shall be blinded with vice that 
they will leave it without defenders. The 
hand of God shall extend itself over 
them and over all the rich. Theie shall 
be two husbands, the one true and the 
other ADULTEROUS (1); the legiti- 
mate husband shall be destroyed (2). A 
division (3) shall spring up in the House 
of God. There shall be a carnage and 
as great an effusion of blood as in the 
times of the Genlihs. The Universal 
Church and the whole world shall deplore 
(lie ruin and destruction of a iriL-it cele- 
brated city (4), the capital of a ^reat 
nation. The alters and temples shall be 
destroyed (5), the Holy Virgins outraged 
and driven from their monasteries, the 
Church pastors shall be driven from I heir 
seatB, aud the whole Church shall be 
stripped of ITS TEMPORAL GOODS 

J6); but at length the BLACK EAGLE 
7) and the LION (8) sluili appear hover- 
ug over far countries. Misery to thee, 
Oh,Ciiy of Opulence ! thou shalt at first 
rejoice, but thy em 1 ahull come. Misery 
to thee, Oh City of Philosophy ! (0) thou 
shalt be subjected, and captiv e kingi (10) 
bumbled to confusion shnll be rolled, 
receive their crowns, and shall destroy 
.the children of Brutus (ll). v 

(1) Napoleon. 

(2) Louis XVI. 

3) The Constitutional Clergy of France. 

4) Moscow. 

5) In France. Portugal, Spain, &c. 
0) By the Annexation of ft»me to the 

French Empire. 



( 10) Of Spain 

(U) K" 



■ 

! 



Great flritaiii. 



ipolcon assumed the title of Bratu* 
Bouaparte, at tlie re-capture of Tou- 
lon. Si c his dispatches at that. po- 
liod in tl.e Moniteur. 

SI1KU1FFS 

Of the stale of New-York, for 181 1. 

Albany County. Jacob Mancius. 

AUrgany, John Gibson. 

Browne, TLomas Whitney. 

Cayuga, Charles H. Morrell. 

Columbia, Reuben Swift. 

Chenango, Isaac Foot, jun. 

(Union, Benjamin Graves. 

Cortland, Billy Trwln idge. 

Chaiauqve and Caitarngvs, David Fa*olK 

Dutchess, John liaddiir. 

Delaware, Robert Leal. 

Essex, George Tronp. 

Franklin, Zerubabol Curtis 

Greene, Lemuel Qotchkta 

Genessce, Aaron Van Cleevc. 

Herkimer. Henry Hopkin.?. 

Jefferson, John Paddock. 

Kings, John Dean. 

Lewis, Silas Stowr. 

Madison, Elijah Pratt. 

Mont^onury. Jacob Snell. 

New-York,' Simon Fleet. 

Niagara, Asa Ransom. 

Oneida, James S. Kip. 

Ontario, William Shepherd 

Orange, Benjamin Sears. 

Otsego, William Spragut . 

Onondaga, Elijah Host. 

Pnlnani, Peter Crash) . 

Qvrrns, John P. II irks. 

Rensselaer, Jeremiah SchnyltT, 

Richmond. John Hillyer. 

RottJarJ, Tliomas Hay. 

Saratoga, Hczekiah h» t< hum 

Scoharie, Adam P. Bcrker. 

Srneca, John Van Tuyl. 

Steuben, Lazarus Hammond. 

St. Lavrrrue. JoMT-h Forke. 

Suffolk, Nathaniel ConktiO. 

Schenectady, John Brown. 

Hvllnun, John Roosa. 

7Vr?a, Jonathan PfaU. 

Lister, Laac Dubois. 

Warren, Henry Spencer- 

Washington, Wadsworth Bull, 

Westchester, Lyman Cooke. 
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cieot magnitude and pressure, 
shedding of human blood ; because they were 
in their nature temporary, growing out of the. 
European war, and capable of existing in any 
degree only during its continuauce ; ending 
when that should end, and which no force of 
ours could cause a termination of sooner. We 
always believed that fair and liberal negotia- 
tion might procure us almost all wc had a right 
j to demand; but that so far from truly u^t 



Wit COUNTRY. 
f ffilh all thy faults, I love Ihce still. 
It is very evident, that the majority of the 
people of the United States, have rejected 
the doctrine of the federalists, that the pre- 

" an unjust 



sent was, at its 



HUT." If there was any use in pressing this 
doctrine, certainly those who believe in it, 
would be bound to persist in it. The obser- 
vations, however, which my opportunities 
have enabled me to make, lead me to say, 
that declarations of this sort, by nhattttr ar- 
gument they may be supported, have no other 
effect upon the people at large, than to irri- 
tate ; and being irritated, they became inca- 
pable of deciding calmly and justly upon those 
matters which involve the common safety. 
When it is told them that the present war is 
unjust, they roosider that we mean by it, that 
wc have not had any cause of complaint 
against Great Britain. The doctrine goes out, 
but the argument, the explanation is seldom 
warded. When it is told them that the war 
is unjust, they thick we mean that Great Bri- 
tain has been all »a the right, and the United 
States all in the wrong. All this is a great 
mistake, I allow. But it is a mistake which 
will certainly be made %f those whose igno- 
ranee, and especially by those whose feverish 
prejudices cause them to receive every thing 
proceeding from federalists with extreme dis- 
trust and apprchensiou. Now I have always 
understood the war to have been considered 
by us, as unjust, not because we have not had 
cause of complaint against Great Britain at 
different times ; not because there are no dif- 
ficulties between us ; but because these com- 
plaints and t&ejB difficulties wrre not ct luCi- 



hooestly using that, oor ttdministrafi i i.uA 
from personal and party motives conducted all 
their negotiations with Great Britain in a 
style of resentment, and ill nature, and sullen- 
uess, which had, and could have, Lc their ob- 
ject, only a continuance of our misunderstand- 
ings. That snch *as their object, we believed, 
not merely from the ill temper which was re- 
markable in all their correspondence with the 
British, hut from the tame, humble, and base 
servility with which every thing was received 
from the French, and the skittish, and some, 
rmcs jamiung, hysterical umwxty, wmcn dis- 
graced our correspondence with them. The 
tfreneti had issued the first exceptionable 
edict ; the French were governed by a ty- 
rant, who was also a usurper, a destroyer- of 
republics ; the French aimed at universal do- 
minion; no justice, not the appearance of it, 
not even the affectation of it, was practised by 
them ! And yet to the French our administra- 
tion were mild and humble : to the British lofty, 
ill tempered and taunting. We therefore be- 
lieved that a regard for American rights, and 
American inter* h<* fi>endatiou of 

the We believed the 

war unjust then, not becuuse Great Britain 
had always done us light; not because our 
connexions with her were free from difficul- 
ties, but because these might have been easily 
enough adjusted by negotiation, if such nega- 
ciation had been conducted in a pioper spirit. 
We believed the war to have been desire i 1 , 
sought and declared from bad motives on the 
part of the administration ; aal that it wo>, 
in that sense, unjust ; In that sense, wicked. 
We believed especially that after the orders 
in council were revoked, and rcmenubrrin^ 
u hat aromjttneflta In regard of imt nstflieote 
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were agreed tip6n by fclunroe and Pudency 
with the British cabinet, {see \st vol. Ft. p. 41.) 
that there was, at tJiat Lime, certainly no dif- 
ficulty which could not be arranged, and we 
all considered the war to be from that period, 
beycml all cavil, unnecessary, unjust and nick- 
ed, I say again, not because every thing 
claimed, on the part of this country, ought to 
be given up, but because those things which 
we were fairly entitled to. eouW have been 
easily obtained, by negotiation. 

It has been often attempted to impress this 
argument upon the body of the people ; but 
the- re«ult has, proved, upon the majority of 
them, in vain. They will not listen to the 
man. and they are determined to hate the 
party, which calls the war unjust. Snch a 
national insanity is most lamentable. Bat it 
exists ; it is appareot palpable. What are 
we to do with it ? Let those who think they 
can make the great mass comprehend their 
argument, persist. But those who think other- 
wise, will perhaps see the propriety of letting 
that topic alone altogether. 

The great evil under which we have suf- 
fered, and do and must suffer, h>, an incompe- 
tent ADMINISTRATION. It i* 

Me, confessed, universally aeknow 



democrats themselves, am! all those who vote 
for them, acknowledge it. And yet they do 
nevertheless support not merely the measures 
of, hut the wen, who compose this incompe- 
tent, this wofully incompetent administration ! 
They support these men from the president 
down to Alderman ttuckinaster. 

Certainly this is most strange. If the fact 
were not notoribns, it won Id he incredible. 

There is in all this business, something, I 
am afraid, of which we have not well consi- 
dered. If, as the fact certainly is, the majo- 
rity of the people cling, with desperate ob- 
stinacy to an administration confessedly, noto- 
riously, deplorably incompetent; if at the 
vrry moment when the elector deposits his 
\, '.\ot for them, he is willing to declare them 
u\ .1. »nd yet the ballot goes in, it must be, be- 
t:\v-t- he apprehends from the success of fede- 
r;-!hm, some thing even worse, than the evils 
v. Li<-h arc continually proceeding from a fee- 
tl* <*nd an incompetent administration. If 
sonK 1 of these electors are bad men, and no 



good, for they have no interest bat hi the ge- 
neral good. And vet they continue obstinate- 
ly, zealously, furiously to support these men. 
Tbey see disaster and disgrace In the wake of 
every movement, and yet they adhere to 
them ! How is this wonder, this lamentable, 
dreadful wonder, this most pernicious infatua- 
tion to be explained ? How is tl>e country to 
be rescued from the hands which evidently are 
able to do nothing but to spread calamity over 
its surface, and infamy over it? character ? 

Have the federalists been altogether so 
careful, so prudent, so precise and explicit a» 
tbey might have been ? Have they not suffer- 
ed their real principles and views to be mis- 
understood ? Is the mass of the community en- 
titled to all the blame of keeping our incom- 
petent administration in power ? The admi- 
nistration acts, and infamously enough, God 
knows. The federalists only talk and writ*. 
And it would seem, in such a way, that they 
are more disliked for what they talk and 
write, than the administration is for what it 
does. Bad as it acts, the majority like it, bet- 
ter than they do us ! It cannot be because of 
the old slanders which infamously charged the 

tories and 
calumny has become an> 



an evil, palpa-ldisciples of Washington with being 
>wledged ; the monarchists. That calumny has m 



tiquated and stale. You seldom hear of it 
now, except from some besotted vagabond, or 
hireling editor, and even from these but very 
seldom. We have gained elections in the 
state, as well as the city, when the lying ca- 
lumniators were much more, infamously voci- 
ferous and boisterous on these topics, than 
now. And yet we have lost our election. In 
New-England federalism has been able to 
hold its own, and no more. In New- York and 
New- Jersey we have been defeated. Both 
these states have declared in favour of the in- 
competent administration which has covered 
the country with disgrace; from which no 
goad is even hoped ; from which nothing is 
expected, but the same course of calamity, 
disaster and disgrace, we have so long been 
doomed to witness and deplore. 

Why are these things ? In my most sober 
judgment, I can give but one answer : The 
motives, the principles, the patriotism of the 
federal party are not understood. 

And who is to blame for this ? Has it beeo 



eoubt they ve, all certainly are not so: the ' brought about entirely by the calumnies and 
greater part wish to promote the general j falsehoods of our opponents ? Is it owing 
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lifety to the stupidity of the people, to their 
determination to destroy themselves and us 
loo ? Far from it ; I do not believe a word of 
it. These cause- are operative no doubt ; but 
they are not the deciding causes ; these have 
not turned the scale. What is it then? I 
approach this questiou with apprehension and 
awe ; not because my friend Mr. Coleman may 
take it into his head to suppose f mean him, 
bnt because it is a subject on which the great- 
est wisdom is alone competent to decide ; and 
because I do most sincerely believe that the 
welfare of this country depends entirely upon 
a correct decision of it. For upon a correct 
decision of it, will depend the restoration to 
power of federal patriots ; and in my soul's 
most deep and solemn conviction, I believe, 
that upon their restoration depends the poli- 
tical salvation of the Uuited States. Such 
views and reflections upon the subject, as ex- 
ist in my understanding, I propose, on a future 
occasion, to lay before the readers of the Ex- 
aminer. 



SPEECH 

Or THE GOVERNOR OF MASSAC UtSETTS. 

Gentlemen qf Ike Senate, and 
Gentleman of the Home qf Representatives, 

At the last session of the late general court, 
memorials were presented from a number of 
towns, complaining of the act of congress lay- 
ing an embargo ; they were referred to a com- 
mittee, who reported that in their opinion 
the act was unconstitutional and void in divers 
of its provisions; but at the same time ex- 
pressed their hope that the people of this 
<»mmonwealth would, as far as possible, re- 
strain their feelings, and wait patiently for 
the interposition of the state government for 
their relief. This report was accepted by the 
legislature, and it was thereupon resolved that 
the memorials above mentioned si ton Id be de- 
livered to the governor, with a request that 
he or his successor in office, should cau«e the 
same to be laid before the then next general 
court, at an early day In their first session. 
In compliance with this request, I will direct 
tliejsecretary to deliver them to the two 
houses. 

Since the transactions above mentioned, the 
embargo and non-importation laws have been 
repealed ; this event must afford peculiar sa- 
tisfaction to the people of this state, as it 
seems to indicate a milder and more pacific 
disposition in the government, and may be 
considered as a final relinquishment of that re- 
strictive system, the effects of which we have 
abundantly experienced iu the course of the 
tot seven years ; and which* however deign- 



ed to operate a*aiost the people 6f Great Bri- 
tain, ha« been found to lie far more injurious 
to us than to them. 

The last act laying an embargo, interdicted 
the right of navigating from port to port with- 
in the limits of the state, and fishing on it* 
coasts ; from this species of restraint we have 
probably suffered more than all the other 
states. But though those provisions, and 
other parts of the act. Were generally thought 
to be infringements of the constitution, we 
have not heard of any violence in opposing 
them. Our follow citizens are therefore en- 
titled to much credit, for the exercise of that 
forbearance which was recommended by the 
late legislature. 

From the time that war was declared, a 
great proportion of the people in this statu 
have viewed that measure as unnecessary and 
unjustifiable ; their sentiments were fully ex- 
pressed by their representatives then assem- 
bled, and afterwards, at every subsequent 
meeting i if the state legislature. Our nation* 
al ruler* had, therefore, no rexsou to expect, 
that ivilh these scutum uts we should do any 
thing more in support of the war, than they 
had a right by the. constitution to demand; 
and tbey could uot expect it, unless they sup- 
posed we were destitute of moral principle. 
Vor has the manner of carrying on the war 
hail any tendency to sat isfy us of its justice or 
policy ; it was commenced and is still prose- 
cuted against the unoffending inhabitants of 
Canada, with whom many of the people of 
these states are connected by the t ies of blood 
aud the habits of friendship. But as congress 
have authority by tm> constitution to declare 
war, aud to impose taxes to defray the ex- 
pense, we ate bound to obey the laws which 
are duly enacted for this purpose; aud I ant 
happy to observe, that none of the measures 
of the general government have been opposed 
by violence, and no dangerous commotion* 
have disgraced the people in this common- 
wealth. I natter myself that our fellow citi- 
zens will continue to manifest the same re- 
gard to order, and will confide in you, gentle* 
men, as the guardians of their rights, to adopt 
such measures for their relief and safety, as 
your wisdom shall dictate, and tho constitu- 
tion of our country Justify. 

We can hardly conceive, that in the present 
state of France and England, the members of 
our government can have any temptation to 
continue the tvar. We hope that they will 
perceive the danger of being involved in the 
politics and quarrels of Kuropc. That they 
will provide for the common defence, ami 
make no attempts to extend our territory, ei- 
ther by conquest or purchase, or to allure tho 
subjects of foreign powers to be conn citizen* 
of the United States. That they will pro- 
tect the Iiulian tribes iq their rightful posses- 
sions ; aud that they will seek peace in the 
spirit of candour and reconciliation, auJ im- 
pose no mtr«as«nahlq restraints hereafter nj* 
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on commercial enterprise. We may then- Who Hoes not remember the sammex of 
hope to become once more a prosperous and '1812, w hen darkness, thick darkne-e, gather- 
united people. • edover the heart, and hid the destinies of n»- 

I have received a letter from the governor t ions ? It was then, that France spread aer 
of Pennsylvania, which enclosed a resolution proud and valiant armies over Russia — ainw«t 
of the senate and house of representatives of the only nation that dared to resist her pow- 
tbat state, proposing that an amendment to > cr ; certainly, the only nation Uiat did not 
tbo constitution of the United .Stales shall be dread the event. The world had so Ions ,oolc " 
adopted, by which the term of scrvic-- of the ed upon France, as irresistible, and her ulti- 
senators in congress shall be reduced from six mate universal sway as inevitable, that it was 
to four years. These papers will be laid be- ; prepared to hear that the decisive blow bad 
tore you. been struck in the north. Battles and confla- 

As we have been elected by our constitu- g rations— the desolating march of the inva- 
ents to the offices in which we have now en- der— the calm and wary retreat of his adver- 
gaged, they have a right to expect that we wry, were, for months, the gloomy subjects 
•ball pursue a disinterested and impartial of reflection and conversation. We heard no 
course of conduct, and guard their interests clamorous boasting from the invaded power ; 
with steadiness and fidelity. Whatever claims neither did it sink, or even falter, under the 
we make to patriotism, if we appear solicitous weight, that scorned ready to overwhelm ua- 
ibr our own advancement, or endeavour by • lions in its fall. It was uniformly ackuow- 
tjnfair methods to insure tbe success of a par-i lodged that dreadful sacrifices must b*; luadc, 
ty we belong to, our fellow citizeus may well ' and they were endure<l without i:piniug. The 
doubt our sincerity when we pretend to an j unbroken mind was still left. The oppressed 
anxious concern for the public good. The j were faithful to themselves. They were 
real patriot makes no sacrifice of truth or du- alone ; but they knew their danger, ami were 
ty to gain the confidence of the people, nor i not too sunken to struggle. They knew their 
will he deviate from Uic strictest rules of in- strength ; and the struggle was vigorous and 
tcgrily to effect auy purpose, how important unremitted. At the moment when their over- 
MXjver it may seem to the interest of his I throw seemed entire, they broke torth Irom 



country; he wishes that the state and. nation 
may prosper, whoever directs their affairs; 
aud is content with his own proportion of the 
public happiness. 

Divers subjects, interesting to particular 
sections of tbe state or to individuals, were 
postponed at the close of the last session of 
the general court, from the want of sufficient 
time to discuss them ; 1 presume they will 
now receive the attention to which they are 
entitled. If any matters of importance shall 
occur to me, of which you, gentlemen, may 
not be informed, or which may seem to escape 
your recollection, 1 will communicate them 
by a message. 

CALEB STRONG 

May 30, 1814. 

The following article from tbe Boston ffcrkly 
Messenger, was written before the receipt 
of the late news from France. 

CONFIDENCE IN THE ALLIES. 
One may be at a loss to decide, whether 
is most amusing or vexatious to sec, in En- 
gland as well as this country, the change of 
tone, opinion and hope, at every rumour from 
the continent. Surely, if the allies are ever 
to deserve confidence, it is now — for, in their 
struggles for themselves and the world, their 
skill, firmness and perseverance have been 
equalled by nothing but tbeir success. Still 
there is seen in many, an unaccountable fluc- 
tuation of hopes and fears — of exultation and 
despondency. It may be well to look Into 
,| bo history of this strange infirmity. 



the darkness which had enshrouded them, and 
the invader was crushed. 

The world awoke from its despondency, and 
beheld, accomplished in a month, what it had 
hardly dared to anticipate as the result of 
centuries. In this part of our own country, 
the exultation of all good mcu was as lofty as 
the triumph which called it forth. It followed 
the conquerors to the Elbe. Victory seemed 
then to languish, and our joy grew faint and 
exhausted. The confidence, inspired by for- 
mer success, began to stagger after the battles 
of May, 1£13; though the Russians acted in 
them from the same policy as before. They 
fought well — retreated well— and Bonaparte 
was unwilling and unable to pursue them, iu 
spite of his proud victories, for which Italy, 
and France, and Holland, and Germany, were 
so grateful. But an armistice followed — im- 
mediately the opinion spread that the day of 
hope was gone, and that the Russians, great 
as they were, must yield. There wore tears 
for them, but no confidence. It was then said 
that the victory of Borodino was clearly on 
the side of France— that storms, and not va- 
lour, had broken down the French—and that 
the negotiations and treaties of former years 
would again give a dishonourable peace to 
Europe. Bnt there was a Providence kinder 
to the world than its fears. Prussia found 
time, during the armistice, to marshal her 
forces— Austria joined itself to Russia — the 
most powerful armies of the German states 
revolted from France — and the result was, 
that . in less than three months from the re- 
newal of hostilities, Bonaparte fled over the 
Rhine, with a force almost as meagre as tha^ 
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Which followed bim over the Vistula. Again 
was beard the voice of gratitude and exulta- 
tion, for dow Russia was not only safe, but 
France was in danger. The confidence which 
the allies had now inspired, seemed too firm- 
ly established to be shaken. 

In a very snort time this generous confi- 
dence began again to waver. On the banks 
of the Rhine, the allies announced to the 
world, that the territory and sovereignty of 
France shoo Id not be impaired. At once it 
was said, that Anstria was about to stain the 
great plans of the allies — that she would ne- 
ver consent to the deposition of Bonaparte, 
or to the narrowing of his dominions; and 
that, from jealousy or corruption, the powers 
on the continent would make a separate peace 
with France, and as usual, leave Eugland, 
Who had borne so long and so firmly the waste 
of war, to manage, as she pleased, her old 
quarrels about commercial rights. This un- 
generous spirit of distrust had its day ; and 
then it was announced that the allies (Scb wart- 
sen burg, W ellington and all) were invading 
France in almost every directum — were every 
where victorious ; and would probably, in a 
short time, establish a glorious peace, and 
make an excellent disposition of the imperial 
crown. There could be no further doubt that 
ali the allies were entitled to confidence now ; 
and while they were led to give the finishing 
blow, the ingeuious betook themselves to fine 
speculations on the present state, and future 
prospects of France ; and the balance of pow- 
er was adjusted with admirable facility and 
skill. 

But no. This confidence has again begun 
to tremble — the hour of alarm is not yet gone 
by for ever. The cry now is, that the gallant 
Blucher has met with repulses— Witgenstein 
has not yet spared Paris— the allies will be 
driven beyond the frontier — they were rash ; 
for they were too rapid. No— they were 
timid and prudent to a fault ; for they should 
have harried to Paris at once, and taken ad- 
vantage of the general dismay. Austria is the 
same incubus as before — an armistice will be 
soon made — a false and deadly security will 
follow a disgraceful treaty. 

We are weary of these melancholy details, 
and lament that nations, which have deserved 
so well, should have been trusted so little. 
Those, whose eyes beamed with joy, when a 
drawn battle was fought in Poland — a check 
received on the Danube, or a French corps 
routed in Spain— are now disheartened, be- 
cause France, by drawing in her veterans 
irom abroad, and mustering all her internal 
power, is enabled to check an enemy, which 
had plunged into the very heart of her king- 
dom. 

Did the partisans of France ever show a 
lack of confidence in the emperor, that can 
equal this ? No— tliey arc his fast fheuds that 
follow him with acclamations in all bis fi>r- 
V*icf. With thrmj Bis tavadm* march was 



, to Moscow— his solitary flight was a march 

upon Peterxburgh and his resources. When 
he fled, a second time, over the Rhine, they 
could not tire in commending his skill, and. 
proving that nothing was to be feared ; and 
with impious arrogance it was intimated that 
he was sale from the dangers of the field, be- 
cause he was protected from above. Reverses 
seemed to intimidate them less than their 
idol — and tltey uow extol his slight success in 
his own kingdom with as much pride and de- 
light, as they discovered, when he scattered 
a nalion ut a battle. 



Fnwn a Ijondcn Paper , March 27. 

THE BOURBONS. 

The following narrative, upon which 
the fullest reliance ean be placed, decided- 
ly proves that the king and Bourbon Prin- 
ces have done all in their power to re- 
establish their family on the throne of 
their ancestor*, without prejudice to the 
interests of their country. 

When the princes of the house of Bour- 
bon above named, perceived that they hr.d 
no power to resist the torrent of the revolu- 
tion, they all resolved to withdraw from 
France); and from the latter part of 1 7 s9, 
to .(he beginning of the succeeding year, 
they left their country, and proceeded to 
the court of the King of Sardinia, the fa- 
ther-in-law of Louis XVIII, and of Mon- 
sieur* 

Tbey implored the protection of ever/ 
crowned head for their unfortunate bro- 
ther; and in consequence of the treaty 
concluded by some of them at Pilnitz, hi 
1701, they obtained considerable succours 
from Austria and Prussia, which were uni- 
ted at Coblentz in 1792, under the orders 
of the Duke of Brunswick, commanding 
the allied forces. All the nobility of 
France ranged themselves under the white 
standard — Frenchmen of all ranks crowd- 
ed to it from the interior of France; and, 
led by Iheir princes, they had penetrated 
very near to Chalons with the allied] 
armies under the command of the Duke of 
Brunswick; wheu he was induced by 
Doumourier, then commanding the French 
force, to retreat to the frontiers of France, 
the French General stating, that the mu- 
nicipality of Paris had informed him, that 
the life of Louis XVI. and those of his 
family, should be spared, if he would con- 
sent to retire — His serene highuess, from 
humanity consented to the proposal, 
though against the opinion of a council 
of W, iu which the majority opposed it, 
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amongst whom was the Marechal de Car- 1 
tries, charged with full powers from Louis 
XVI and Louis XV 111; and who knew 
the proposal to be a stratagem. The 
Bourbon princes had no alternative other 
than to follow in silence the retreat of the 
allies ; and Bought an assylum at Hani, in 
Westphalia. Monsieur, hoping that in 
Brabant the allies might again act upon 
the defensive, set out to join them; but 
being disappointed, he returned, and resol- 
ved upon going to Pelers'uurgh, and to 
solicit the Empress Catherine to assist 
Louis XVI in regaining his throne. He 
vns there received with the greatest kind- 
ness, and the most flattering promise? 
"w ere made to him ; but not w ishing to 
act personally hostile, fearing to commit 
his brother, it was decided that the prince 



by Bonaparte. None of her princes woulfl 

|>enmt him to remain iu their dominions, 
fearing to commit themselves. On his 
road, one night, having stopped at Dillin- 
gen, near Donswerth, being at a window 
to enjoy the air, he was struck ou the 
head l*y n musket ball, ftred by an Italian, 
paid for this purpose by Napoleon. The 
mayor of thr town, fearing some commo- 
tion among the people, not only allowed 
the assassin to escape, but desired that 
the kinff should not remain 24 hours iu 
the city: thus his majesty, notwithstand- 
ing the dangerous state in which be was 
from his wound, was obliged to set out 
without knowing where to find repose. 
Fortunately, the Marech.il de t; rtr.es 
ohtaincd, though with much ihYuc :uy, 
perm i sum >u ot his friend, the L>utte of 



tie Conde, his son, ami grandson, (the due I Brunswick, for him to rermtn at Blaueken- 
EEnghein) at the head of 12 or 15,000 [berg: thence, soon after, he took refuse at 

Warsaw, then in Court land, and after- 
wards at Mittati, when* ihn tmperor Paul 
consented to recei\e him. While he re- 
mained here, he received from a Prussian 
minister, bribed by Bonaparte, the propo- 
sal of abdicating the crown of France lor 
an indemnity. His majesty refused such 
a proposal with the contempt it deserved 
and immediately returned the following 
answ er , — 

" 1 do not confound M. Bonaparte with 
those who proceeded him ; I esteem his 



;nen, French royalists, gentlemen and sol- 
diers, should serve under the orders of 
Austria, according to circumstances. 

The Dukes of Angouleme and Bern*, 
having just finished their educations, join- 
ed them, ami always in their advanced 
gnard with the Duke of Bourhon, and fyi- 
ghien, distinguished themselves greatly 
by their courage in 20 different actions, 
gaining for themselves general esteem, 
even from the allies. The Duke of Bour- 
bon, seriously wounded in charging the 
enemy, was obliged to take refuge in En-' 
gland (in which juiy his father's army then 
was) until he should recover. 

During this time, Louis XVIII. had 
been acknowledged by the empress Cath- 
erine, who sent count RomaazofT to him, 
at Ham ; and afterwards England whose 
government was then under the adminis- 
tration of Mr. Pitt, gave orders to Lord 
macartney to proceed as embassador to 
Verona, where Louis XV II I. then was, 
and who thought he could do no better 
than follow their advice, which accorded 
so well with his w ishes, and proceed to 
the army of the prince de Conde, then in 
Brisgau on the Rhine ; but as soon as the 
emperor ot Austria knew he was there, he 
sent three successive peremptory orders 
to marshal Wurmser, to desire that Louis 
XVII I. would withdraw, and if he refu- 
ted, to place the Prince de Conde s army 
fn the rear, and in short, employ force, if 
accessary. Louis XVIII. having no 
{>ower to resist such a positive order, with- 
drew without knowing where to find a 
tefage. A|l Germany w*s then enslaved 



alour and military talents. I give him 
credit for several acts of administration ; 
for the good done to my people will always 
be dear to me. But he is deceived if he 
hopes to engage me to renounce my rights; 
far from that, he would establish them if 
they were at all doubtful, by the very at- 
tempt which he has now made. 

" 1 am ignorant of the purpose of the Al- 
mighty with respect to my family and 
myself; but, 1 am perfectly aware of the 
duties which he has imposed upon me by 
my birth. As a christian, I will fulfil 
those duties to the last; a son of St. Louis, 
1 will, after his example, act as becomes 
inv rank, even though in fetters : successor 
of Francis I, 1 hope at least to be able 
to say with him — we have lost every 
thing except our honour;— Nous avom 
tout perdu, hors Vhonncur" 

FaOM THE I.1VKBPOOL MBaCUBY, 

LUCIEN BONAPARTE. 
The residence or this brother of the 
Emperor Napoleon, near Worcester; hi d> 
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fincuiahed by various features 
cence tbxi maybe denominated princely 
He has not less than thirty person? who 
reside with him iu fanuly, 00 terms of 
friendship, most of whom contribute lu the 
general amusements of his chateau by 
their skilful fterfurtnaoce on various in- 
struments, so that an excellent band oi 
•ntisic is daily formed. He has thre< 
•laughters, who are highly accomplished 
in Uniting, dancing and painting, and who 
are also excellent actresses. An ele- 
fraut theatre is tastefully fitted up with 
all the requisite scenic decorations, in 
one wing of the house, in which Prencl 
and Italian pieces are (lerformed three 
evenings in die week. Two tables, plen- 
teously covered, are well served daily by 
an appropriate suite of domestics. . Lu- 

. «ein and his daughters are visited ami 
received by several of the most distin- 
guished fatuities around. They have 
permission to resort to any place within 
ten miles of their residence ; but their 
correspondence is subject to the minute 
inapection of Colonel Leighton, stationed 
at Worcester, who examines every letter 
that they receive ox tr; at mil. Lucien 
makes no secret of the cause of separa- 
tion from his tyrannic brother. It arose, 

. be eays, from his forming one of the mili- 
tary council that decided against the mur- 
der of the Duke lTEngbein by an ac- 
quittal : on which Bonaparte summoned 
another council, which voted his death. 

.Lucien anticijiated Uie personal conse- 
quence to himself, and immediately ab- 
sconded, just in time to evade the order 
for his arrest, which arrived a few hours 
after. He speaks with a grateful feeling 
of the humane liberality of the British 
seamen, who, on bis capture, restored to 
him his jewels and specie to the amount 
6f 80,0007. 



From the Albany Register. 
BONAPARTE. 



of the happy condense nl.uii it r.r':.-. 
bits of the expiofts of li»>iiaj..u t: , l.'ii 
' time of his taicm^ possession M' Uie empire ; 
as well a« to enable the read* .- to roinpaee 
the rising with the falling fortunes of that 
extraordinary genius.] 
If daring the last tiro year? <»f the reign of 
Frederick William U. Prussia was not distin- 
guished by any important event, it was Jar 
otherwise with the rest of Euro|»e. which be- 
came tlie Uieatreof tlie most sau£ linary bat- 
tles, the most brilliant exploits, au«l the most 
memorable conquests, recorded in the annuls 
of modem history. , 

The recital of these new revolutions ex- 
tends beyond the canvas which 1 proposed to 
nil: it presents rich materials for another 
work ; but the more fertile and important the 
subject is, the less it ought to be ornamented. 

The historian who undertakes to treat of it, 
will say, *' that there appeared one of those 
men whom fate destines to celebrity, and 
wliom she seems seldom to create in the apace 
of ages, for the purpose of executing hor de- 
crees, and changing the face of empires." 

We will recount tlie battles of Millosiino- 
Corasco, the captare of Ceva, the sudden in- 
vasion of Piedinont, which forced the king of 
Sardinia to accept peace; he will describe 
the temerity of the French conquerors at 
Rastadt, Altenktrcbeo and Kbincen, advancing 
to the centre of the empire under the conn- 
maud of Jourdan, and afterwards forced to re- 
pass the Rhine ; the talents of Moreau, who 
acquired as much glory by his skilful retreat 
as others have by their brilliant victories. 

The battle of Poinbio, that of Lodi, and 
of Rivoli, the conquest of Lombardy, the cap- 
ture of Mantua, the Austrian army of Prove ra 
laying down their arms, Rome imploring the 
generosity of the eonqueror of Italy, wifl en- 
rich this splendid picture. 

The contest betwixt tiro celebrated gene- 
rals, the battles of the Archduke Charles 
against Bonaparte, the victories of Taglia- 
ment, of the Wis, of Brixen and Clagenfurth, 
the capture of Gradiska and Trieste, will at- 
test the courage of the French, and perpetu- 
ate the glory of their young and fortunate ge- 
neral. 

The alliance of Spain with France, the se- 
cret eflbrts of Englandtoprolong the war, her 
public overtures tor-restoring peace, the inso- 
lent and unconstitutional conduct of the 
French government, the weak and imprudent 
course of the legislative body, the ardour and 
indiscretion of Uie royalists, the revolution ot 
the 18th Fructidor, "the proscriptions which 
followed it, will open a vast held for the re- 



(In the present falling state of the French 
emperor, it may not be amiss to recall the 
attention of tlie general reader to the fol- 
lowing extract from Segitr's history of the 
principal events of the reign of Frederick 

William II. king of Prussia, &c. The wri- flections of the philosopher 
tec was formerly ambassador of Louis XVI. 
at St. Pelersburgh, Berlin and Vienna; and 
in tlie extract before us, appears to have 
considered the revolution which placed Bo- 
naparte in power as a fortunate epoch for 
France. We make this extract, on arcuuat 



on the delirium of the bumam passions. 

To relieve the eye from these dismal ob- 
jects, the reader will accompany the conquer- 
or of Italy, marching to the gates of Vieuna, 
subduing Venice, and forcing the emperor to 
conclude a peace : he wjll thefcr hope, that 



1 
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the world, weary «f such continued tempests, 
is at length on the eve of enjoving some re- 
pose. 

But this hope will suddenly vanish ; and 



othcrs'have done. Does Mr. Gales remeiff- 
ber that one of the principal arguments used 
by all his party against the n-n->wal of the 



^ j.v ..... muukm^ TOII|3U , <UJU I « * * ~ " •'••»■ w» 

wnilst he follows Bonaparte in his almost in- charter of the late Bank of the United States, 
credible conquest of Egypt, the defeat of the! was. that the stock was Drinei-allv held h* 
Mamclucks, the capture of Alexandria, of - 1 
Bamietta, Cairo and Suez, the battles of the 
Pyramids, the invasion of Syria, the murder- 
ous siege of St. Jean d'Aere, the battles in 
Palestine, and tbe victory of A bonkir, will in- 
duce him to doubt whether these prodigies 
belong to history or to romance ; he will at 
the same time perceive with regret the Di- 
rectory inflated by pride, and blinded by fear; 
exhausting all the resources of France by its 
ignorance, irritate all mind* by its injustice, 
Io*e the fruits of the peace of Camp© Formio 
by its ambition, break up the congress at Kas- 
tadt by it* iminccritv, ruin ensanguined Swit- 
zerland by the cupidity of its agents, give 
birtJi to a new coalition by its impolitic con- 
quest of Naples, Turin- and Rome, disgust tbe 
neutral powers by its extortion, enfeeble the 
French armies and lose Italy by its improvi- 
dence, fall at length through its weakness, 
and in its fall revive the monster Anarchy, 
which would again have devoured the repub- 
lic, had not the same- hero who had carried 
his triumphant arms into Africa and Asia, re- 
turned with the velocity of lightning, braving 
the English and the waves, to overturn this 
new tyranny, and by a fortunate revolution, 
restore hope and victory to France. 

But all these facto are too recent to be 
faithfully depicted ; they require a more dis- 
tant period, happier circumstances, and a- 
bolder pencil. 

During their proximity, the slightest cen- 
sure would lie imprudence ; the best merited 
praise would resemble flattery. Beside*, the 
future still conceals the plans and the fate of 
the warrior magistrate who governs us. What 
ever be his destiny, the. life qf ' 
the pen of a Plutarch. 



foreigners? Was it not called the Brkish 
Bank? Now Mr. Gales has made a sensible 
observation, for than what he says nothing can 
be more correct. 

But after all, Mr. Gales has been led into 
an error in point of fact, as appears by the 
following note : 

To the editor rfthc Federal Gazette. 
Sia — Too have stated in your paper of yes- 
terday, that United States stock had been 
sold in England at par, which is so far true, 
out if is equally tree, that the current price 
was then only 94 to 96, that tbe sale in ques- 
tion was accidental, and only for a small 
amount. 

I have before me a letter from the very 
house in Liverpool that made the above sale, 
dated the 6th of April, in which American six 
per cent, stock is quoted at 96 to 97 ; and I 
have seen several letters from London, statins 
the price to be only nominal at 94 to 96. A 
house of the first respectability in England 
says, there is no demand for American stocks, 
and that the price af ter peace will be consi- 
derably under par. But admitting it would 
sell for 95, the loss on exchange, commission, 
&c. would reduce the 100 dollars to about 82 
dollars. As your publication on this subject 
may tend to mislead our people, I request you 
will insert this note. 



From the Norfolk Ledger. 

The Baltimore Federal Gazette says a let- 
ter has been received in that city from En- 
gland, which states that a sale of United States 
stock, part of the sixteen million loan, 
had been sold at par. EruKing upon this in- 
formation, the National Intelligencer con- 
cludes an editorial article in. these words : 

•* We care uot how much of his capital the 
enemy employs in this way. The more capi- 
tal we obtain from abroad, the more our do 
lucrtc capital will be directly employed 
internal improvement, and in the extension 



lo- 
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MR. OASTOnV LETTER TO' H» COIT8TI- 

TUEJTTS. 

[CIRCULAR.] 
Washingon, April 19, 181 1. 
Dear Sir, 

During the session of Congress ray en- 
gagements did not permit me to write 
frequently to any of my constituents, or to 
communicate other than very short no- 
tices of passing occurrences. Yesterday 
we adjourned, and I embrace the first 
moment of leisure togive themthrough you 
a general sketch of such of our proceed- 
ings as appear lo rae most interesting. 

Congress had scarcely convened and 
formed its different committees, when a 
confidential message was received from 



commerce ^ manufactures." We read the president, nrging an immediate and 
a > s i a i t, as m doubt « ^ effexjtuidemta 
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oar non-importation law 

elusion from the United States 
reign productions rese 
manufactures of Great Britain, and a pro- 
hibition to American owners and captains 
to ransom property taken by the cruisers 
of the enemy. Various bills were accord- 
ingly prepared to carry into full effect the 
^commendation of the president An 
immediate embargo was imposed, restrain- 
ing not only foreign but all the coasting 
trade, subjecting even the internal navi- 
gation of our rivers and sounds to the un- 
restrained control of the president, vest- 
ing him and his agents with authority to 
seize and detain in custody any money 
produce or merchandize, wherever found, 
if susf>ecting to be designed for exporta- 
tion, and empowering them to use, with- 
out any sanction from the civil magistrate, 
military force to execute their seizures.— 
This law was to continue in operation 
until the 1st day of January 1815, unless 
the president should deem its continuance 
inexpedient, in which event he might by 
proclamation declare it at an end. The 
other bills were not pressed with so much 
urgency as the embargo act, and in oonse- 
sequence of a subsequeut abatement in 
the fervour for commercial restrictions did 
not ultimately pass into laws* These 
proposed to make it criminal in the own- 
er of American property captured by the 
enemy to obtain its restoration by paying 
part of it* value. They prohibited the 
courts', when articles should be seized by 
a collector on suspicion of being illegally 
imported from pursuing the course hereto- 
fore established by law, and required by 
the plainest principles of justice, of per- 
mitting the owner to keep the property 
until trial, on his giving adequate securi- 
ty to pay its value should it be condemn- 
ed. And thejr further declared it un- 
lawful to import into the United States 
any woolen or cotton goods, or spirits dis- 
tilled from sugar-cane, whether of British 
origin or manufacture or not. To this 



stem and to every part of it I felt the 
most decided repugnance; I viewed it 
big with the ruin of thousands, bearing 
with intolerable pressure on every portion 
of the community, destructive of the na- 
tional resources, inefficient as regarded 
the enemy, and full of provisions at en- 
mity with the best principles of free go* 
vernment. I believed a system which 
would impoverish the farmer, bankrupt 
many of our merchants, and degrade 
other into smugglers, force our seamen by 
a species of impressment into the pub I it* 
.ships or compel them to choose between 
beggary and an abandonment of their 
country, and throw out of employment all 
those engaged in the mechanical arts con- 
nected with navigation. The arbitrary 
and as I believed unconstitutional powers 
given by it to the president and all bin 
subordinate agents through this vast ter- 
ritory would inevitably lead to abuse* 
and every unredressed act of oppression, 
must have a tendency cither to excite a 
spirit of popular resentment endangering 
the peace of the country, or to extinguish 
the sense of civil liberty amongst us. — 
The system would annihilate the revenue 
derived from commerce at the moment 
when revenue was most needed ; and ren- 
der necessary a resort to additional taxes, 
when many of our citizens were ill able 
to bear those already imposed. That it 
might enhance to the enemy the price of 
provisions, and deprive their fleet on our 
coast of occasional supplies of fresh meat 
and vegetables desired for the tables of 
their officers, I thought probable enough: 
but it appeared to me incomprehensible 
how their incoveniences could compen- 
sate for the tremendous evils it was to in- 
flict upon us, or how the plan could be re- 
conciled to the leading maxim in war to 
do ourselves as little, and the enemy an 
much injury as might be. 

At the commencement of the session, 
the president bad congratulated congress 
on the encoewwenfpnt to r» prosenifiAn < 
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the war which was derived from the sue- 
ceases that had attended our arms, and 
had assured them that the advantages ob- 
tained in the last campaign, were more 
than adequate to the cost at which they 
had been procured. Every American was 
proud to know that victories brilliant and 
decisive bad l>ecn achieved by our naval 
heroes on the ocean and the lakes — but 
none knew and few believed, that the 
campaign against Canada had been either 
honourable or successful 
however, the president's assurance was 
received as evidence of the fact; ttut be- 



exposed ami punished. The third campaign 
has commenced in the same wretched 
style with those that preceded it. 

The late affair of La Cole, while it 
shows that our soldiers are brave, exhi- 
bits the most reprehensible mismanage- 
ment either in the general, the secretary 
at war, or both. Whether it be in con- 
sequence of this disaster I know not, bat 
it is understood that the general has been 
superseded in command, and it is hoped 
For some days that a fair and impartial trial will follow 
this act on the part of the government. 
On the 6th of January the president 



fore a month had elapged the reverse be- 1 laid before us an important correspon- 



dence between Lord Castlereagh, the Bri- 
tish secretary for foreign affairs, and Mr. 
Monroe, our secretary of state. From 
this it appeared that the British govern- 
ment had declined submitting tlieir con- 
troversy with us to the mediation of Rus- 
sia, but had invited us to a direct negotia- 
tion either at London or at Gottcnhurg m 
Sweden. To this proposition the presi- 
dent assented, and five commissioners 
were shortly afterwards appointed on our 
part to confer at Gottenburg with such as 
might be appointed on the part of Great 
Britain. 

Having always disapproved of the 
scheme of invading Canada, grieved and 
mortified at the results which had thus far 
attended it, and apprehending from a fur- 
ther prosecution of it, the most serious 
ed unacted upon until the last day of the I evils to my country, I hailed this occur- 
session when an unsuccessful motion was reuce as a fit opportunity for suspending 
made to refer them to a committee, with at least, if not for discontinuing the ruin- 
power to send for persons and papers and ous project. Under this impression, I 
with instructions to sit during the recess, presumed to submit to the House of Re* 

An in- 



come so apparent, our disasters and dis- 
graces in Canada and on the northern 
frontier so notorious, that the House of 
Representatives by an almost unanimous 
vote called on the president for informa- 
tion "to illustrate the causes of the failure 
of our arms" In answer to this call, about 
the beginning of February, a mass of do- 
cuments was communicated, consisting 
principally of the correspondence between 
the secretary of war and the generals of 
our army. In these little could be found 
as to matter or manner on which an Ame- 
rican could look with complacency. — 
They exhibited a melancholy picture of 
want of concert and system, of misap- 
prehensions, jealousies and recriminations, 
and yet left it in doubt where the blame 
principally lay. The documents remain 



and report to the next session. 
Cjuiry of some sort is due to the nation. — 
Its military character has been degraded, 
its blood and treasure have been shame- 
fully and profusely expended, its frontiers 
have been laid waste by an exasperated 
and retaliating foe, and justice demands 
that the incapacity or crime which has 
tfrodnced such results should be detected, 



presentatives, as a specific propositldn 
" that it was inexpedient pending the ne- 
gotiation with Great Britain, to prosecute 
military operations against the Canada* 
for invasion or conquest, 1 * an affirmative 
decision, I doubted not would lie the har- 
binger of an armistice, and, I hoped, of 
a peace ; and the discussion of the reso- 
lution I trusted*iight produce a beseficM^ 
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effect on the puhHc opinion and on tfieiycnrs swallow up the disposable wealth of 
mind of the president. The advocates"? the nation, and entail -no«t oppressive 
for the war, however, composing a majori- burthens on our children — !f Canada can- 
ty of the house, refused to give the reso- not be conquered but at this cost, or by 
lution a co\s«DEaATiov, without which forcing the freemen of America out of 
favour, according to our arbitrary rules their own country into the ranks of an 



of order, no proj>osition can receive a dis- 
cussion, or obtain a vote either of deci- 
sion or rejection. I believed it to be my 
duty to embrace an indirect opportunity, 
which was afterwards afforded by the loan 
"hill, of giving at some length the reasons 
which 1 had designed to urge in support of 
the resolution. 

^ The fervour for prosecuting the War 
against Canada, seemetl yet ' unabated. 
The administration and its supjwrters 
were apparantly all zealous for raisins: 
instantly, and at whatever hazard, an over- 
whelming force for another campaign of 
invasion. The ranks of our army had 
been horribly thinned. To fill them, two 
plans were suggested. The first plan, 
and favourite with the war department, 
was by a conscription, that is, by drafting 
men from the ordinary militia of the states 
into the ranks of the standing army; the 
second plan was to give an enormous 
bounty to recruits. The committee on 
military affairs deternined first to make 
trial of the latter plan, avowing, however, 
by their chairman, (if his opinions were 
also thoBe of the committee,) that should 
this fail, they were prepared to recom- 
mend the conscription. They according- 
ly introduced a bill which was passed into 
a law, according to which a bouuty is to 
be given of one hundred and twenty-four 
follars, and one hundred and sixty acres 
of western laud to each recruit, while the 
recruiting officer is to receive four dollars, 
and the crimp, or friend who brings for- 
ward the recruit eight dollars for every 
man enlisted. Our military establish- 
ment by various laws, is authorized 
to l>e raised to near seventy thousand men. 
— f?om[>08ed of recruits enlisted and re- 
'ewlfcted on the*e terms, "t woujd m, a few 



invading army, it behooves every man 
well to consider whether the acquisition 
is worth the price. 

To enable the executive to procure the 
money which this expensive scheme of 
warfare required for the current ye?.r, a 
proposition was unde to borrow thirty 
millions of dollars. Part of this imm.-nse 
sum, five or ten millions, \v:*s designed to 
be obtained !»y means of 'treasury notes, 
and the residue upon any terms where- 
on it could be had. These treasury 
notes are in fact due-bills of the govern- 
ment, payable twelve mouths after date, 
and drawing an interest of about five and 
a half per cent, from the date. As they 
are receivable in paj'ment of taxes and 
duties a limited quantity of them may an- 
swer. However, great caution must tie 
used not to issue more than the m trkct 
demands, or a depreciation of them is the 
inevitable consequence. Upon what terms 
the loan can be obtained, or whether it 
will be obtained at all, it is very difficult 
to conjecture. The last money thus pro- 
cured was at an usury between seven and 
eight per cent. There is a moral certain- 
ty that the present loan will not be effec- 
ted at a lower rate. The bill authorizing 
the loan, was made the subject of a very 
interesting and extensive discussion as to 
the general policy of the administration, 
and especially in relation to the question 
growing out of the war. Of the part wl/icli 
I took in this discussion and of the reasons 
which forbid my assent to the bill, my con* 
stituents have been furnished with an op- 
portunity to judge. 

Several propositions had been occasion- ^ 
ally made for lessening the severity of the 
embargo, though generally without suc- 
cess.- One which was adopted h> too ce- 
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markablc to be overlooked. We had im- 
posed the embargo to distress the enemy 
by withholding our provisions, and in a 
very few weeks after, by an almost unan- 
imous vote removed it in fact as to a part 
of our country (the Island of Nantucket) 
to save six thousand of our citizens from 
aiarving. Though most of the profiositions 
had failed, yet there were many circum- 
stances which concured to induce a hope 
that the embargo would not be obstinate- 
ly persisted in : every day furnished new 
evidence of its pernicious tendency. Fo- 
reign goods were finding their way into our 
country, and as no produce conld be ex- 
ported to pay for them, specie which can 
always be secretly carried off, was draw- 
ing away in a regular and uninterrupted 
current. The pressure which this state 
of thinp* brought upon the banks, neces- 
sarily extended also to their customers, 
and compelled ruinous sacrifices of pro- 
perty, and the forced sale, in large quanti- 
ties of stock in the late loan, which una- 
voidable depreciated its value. At such 
a moment an attempt to borrow thirty 
millions more of money, and throw so 
much additional stock into the market, 
seemed little short of madness. The ne- 
cessaries and conveniences of life import- 
ed from abroad had risen to au exorbitant 
price, while most of the products of native 
industry; could scarcely find any sale. Yet 
at such a moment, the war taxes were to 
commence their operation. The over- 
whelming power of Bonaparte was under- 
stood to be broken, and his continental 
system of comercial restrictions utterly 
prostrated. With this system it was evi- 
dent that ours had been designed to co- 
operate. — Reflecting on these circumstan- 
ces, I presumed to submit anotlier proposi- 
tion, and accordingly on the 14th of March 
introduced specific resolutions for repeal- 
ing our laws of embargo and non-importa- 
tion. On a vote by ayes and nays, fifty 
aix members were found willing to allow 
these resolutions to be considered, while 



eighty deemed them unworthy of discus'' 
siou or notice. My hopes of a repeal 
had vanished, when about a fortnight after- 
wards, to the utter astonishment of alt 
classes of politicians here, the President, 
by a formal message, recommended the 
same proposition. It then not only re- 
ceived consideration, but by an immense 
majority in both houses, was with all 
practicable s)ieed enacted into a law. 
If this last experiment shall have curod 
the folly of the advocates for embargoes 
and commercial restrictions, and shall for- 
ever have put to rest this miserable policy, 
the people of the United States will Imvr 
obtained the onlv compensation they can 
hope to receive for the sufferings and pri- 
vations it has caused them to endure. 

The message recommending the repeal 
of the restrictive system contained in it 
two other propositions. To protect our mo- 
neyed institutions it proposed to prohibit 
by law the exportation of species during 
the war, and for two years afterwards; 
and to encourage our own manufactories 
it recommended an extension on the same 
period, of the duration of what are called 
the double duties, which in July, 1812, 
had been imposed on all imported articles, 
and which were to expire twelve months 
after the close of the war. With a majo- 
rity of the house I concurred in dissenting 
from Itolh these propositions. I had be- 
lieved it a settled maxim in political philo- 
sophy that the only mode by which money 
can be kept in a country is by fostering 
and encouraging the productive industry 
of its citizens. When this is done, mo- 
ney may indeed occasionally go off, but it 
always goes to bring back more with it. 
If any doubt had remained on the subject, 
the recent experience of the embargo had 
proven, I thought, most conclusively, how 
idle it was to attempt by law to prevent 
money from leaving the country. It was 
correctly said that like water it must find 
its level, and every attempt to dam it up 
will have only the effect to make it over- 
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flow in some other direction, and to ren- 
der its natural course more impetuous 
when the feeble construction is overcome. 
To our manufactures I was willing to af- I 
ford reasonable encouragement. But 1 
could not view it ns just or wise, or com- 
patible with my duty to the agricultural 
interests of those whom I represent, by 
enormous duties on imported articles to 
enable these manufacturers to fix their 
own prices on tneir fabrics, and thus amass 
fortunes, by levying contributions on the 
people. 2ior indeed did it seem to me 
very obvious, that to encourage our manu- 
factures it was necessary or just to make 
the consumers of all imported articles, su- 
gar, coffee, molasses and tea, as well as of 
clothes and hardware, pay for them at ex- 
orbitant prices. 

In the course of the session an effort 
was made to obtain the sanction of con- 
gress to an amendment of the federal con- 
stitution proposed by the legislature of 
North Carolina. The object of this amend- 
ment was to have electors of president 
appointed to each state by the people vo- 
ting in districts, as until the last election 
they had been appointed with us. The 
amendment failed. The great obstacle 
to it, and one which I fear is insuperable, 
fa to be found in the ambition of the lar- 
gest states, which by giving an united vote 
for president, either in the state legislature, 
or by general ticket, seek to control the 
election. Wbetlier.,the eftort to obtain 
the desired amendment can be better made 
through the different state legislatures, and 
whether an ultimate failure to obtain it, 
calls for any measures of defence on the 
part of North Carolina against the injus- 
tice of the larger states, are questions well 
worthy the consideration of our state le- 
gislature and of the people. 

A resolution for inquiring into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a national bank 
was introduced at a late day of the session. 

But two or three years since, the party 
.in power bad refused tr» renew fhe charter 



of the old United States' bank, established 
under the administration of Washington, 
because they considered it unconstitu- 
tional. Some of them seem now to think 
that the constitution has changed with the 
times; satisfied myself ol the constitutional 
power of congress to establish si»ch on in- 
stitution and believing it, ir fairly formed, 
eminently beneficial to the country, and 
useful to the government; I thought it 
right to give the proposition a hearing and 
a trial. A committee was appointed to 
examine the subject, with authority to re- 
port by bill. At Grst there seemed a pros- 
pect of unanimity in the committee, but 
after one or two meetings, it being under- 
stood that no bank would be acceptable to 
the treasury department, or to those in 
power, unless it was converted into a mere 
machine to raise the new loan, the com- 
mittee disagreed, and the house postponed 
the subject to the next session. 

Very serious apprehensions had been 
excited among the thinking part of the 
community about the scheme of retalia- 
tion (as the president called it) by which 
all the prisoners taken on either side in 
this war, were to lie put to death, if Great 
Britain executed her law of treason against 
certain of her subjects taken in battle, in- 
vading her territory. It was supposed 
that some of these men were naturalized 
citiatens ef the United States. By a late 
communication from the president in an- 
swer to a call from the senate, it is in ef- 
fect admitted that these unfortunate men 
have not been naturalized. It is now ho- 
ped and believed, that humanity will be 
spared the horrors of tJiis cold blooded 
carnage. 

An application from the house of repre- 
sentatives for some information in regard 
to our relation with France, obtained from 
the executive, an extract of a letter from 
our minister, dated the 18th of January. 
From this extract it would appear that the 
old plan is yet pursued of amusing us w ith 
promises of payment Cor tbu millions of 
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which we have been robbed and of post- 
poning indefinitely any thing like a per- 
formance of such promises. 

Our public debt, which at the com- 
mencement of the war, had been reduced 
td forty-five millions of dollars has been 
so swelled by various exfMmdiliires, either 
made or authorized since the war that at 
the close of the present year it cannot be 
less than one hundred awl seven millions. 
This estimate will probably fall short of 
the truth. A floating debt not yet ascer- 
tained, exists to a large amount. And 
•very experience has proven that our es- 
timates do not etpJal the actual expendi- 
tures. The military expenditures, forin- 



his favour and restore to us lite blessings 
ef peace. 

I am dear sir, respectfully, 
Your friend and obedient 
. Servant, 

WM.GASTOtf. 



PROM LOUISIANA. 

A Proclamation, by William C. C. Ci.ir- 
BoarfE, Governor of the slate of fxjmsia- , 
fw, and Commander in phicf of the Mi- 
litia thereof. 

Whereas 1 have received information 
that a number of Individuals within the 
limits and jurisdiction of this state, are en- 
gaged iu raising troops and preparing the 



stance, have been estimated at about 360 means for an hostile incursion into the 



dollars per man, while it would seem to 
have lieeu demonstrated that on an ave- 
rage each soldier costs a thousand dollars 
per annum. 

No local law has been passed interest- 
ing to our section of the country, except 
the establishment of a post road from Trent 
bridge through Trenton to Duplin court 
house. This will afford a great accom- 
modation to the citizens of Jones county, 
find open a direct communication between 
.Newborn nnd Fnyetteville. 

Congress meets again on the last Mon 
day of October. Thbearly meeting is in 
Conformity to the wish of the treasury de- 
partment that there may be time to im- 
pose another direct tax for the ensuing 
year, and to lay such other additional 
taxes or to modify those already laid, as 
the public necessities cannot now be fore- 
seen. A rumor prevails that an armistice 
is about to take place. 1 exceedingly re- 
gret that I can obtain no authentic infor- 
mation which will warrant me in saying 
how far this rumor is entitled to respect. 
Still less can I form an opinion as to the 
probable conclusion of the war. It is 
humbly to be hoped that a gracious Pro- 
vidence will not much longer scourge us 
with this severe yet merited chastisement 
of our offences, but receive us again into 



Spanish province of Texas, with a view 
of aiding in the overthrow of the, govern- 
ment of Spain in and over the said pro- 
vince. And whereas by letters from the 
honourable the secretary of state for the 
United States, under dale or the 14th and 
17th of last month, (February,) I am spe- 
cially instructed that the projects imputed 
to the individuals aforesaid, " are repug- 
nant to the views of the general govern- 
ment, and contrary to law; and that 
whilst the United States shall be at peace 
with Spain, it is highly improper for any 
citizen to violate that relation — ami that 
the president expects the governor of Lou- 
isiana to take the necessary and proper 
steps to prevent any measure of the kind 
being carried into effect.** 

1 have thought proper to issue this my 
proclamation, hereby cautioning each and 
every good citizen of this state, and alf 
other persons within the limits and juris- 
diction of the same, against being con- 
cerned, or in any manner giving aid or 
countenance to any such unauthorized* 
exftedltion, ami that no oihj may remain 
ignorant of the provisions of the law in 
this respect, I do hereby make it known, 
that by an act of congress passed on the 
5th day of June, in the year 1 794, it is 
declared, u That if any person shall, with- 
in the territory or jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ted States, begin or set on foot, or provide 
or prepare the means for any military ex-, 
pedition or enterprise to be carried on 
from thence against the territory or do- 
minions of any foreign prince or state, 
with whom the United States are at peaae f 
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«*ery such perton so offending, sliall up- 
on conviction, be adjudged guilty or a 
high misdemeanour, and shall Buffer fine 
and imprisonment at the discretion of the 
court in which the conviction shall be 
had, so as that such fine shall not exceed 
three thousand dollars, nor the term of im- 
prisonment be more than three years." 

And 1 do further strictly charge ami 
command every officer civil and.mtlitary, 
within this state, each in his proper sta- 
tion, to be vigilant and active in opposing 
and preventing measures so contrary to 
the peace and tranquillity of this and the 
other states of the union — and in securing 
and bringing to trial, judgment and pu- 
nishment, every person offending therein. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused 
the seal of the state to be hereunto af- 
fixed. 

Given at New-Orleans, on the 23*1 day 
of March, in the year 1814, and of 
the independence of the United 
States the 38th. 

[l. b.] W. C. C. CLAIBORNE. 

By the governor, 

L. B. Macartt, Sec. of State. 

RIGID ECONOMY. 

We are informed from unquestionable 
authority that the bills exhibited against 
the United States, and allowed for tran- 
siting six British retaliation prisoners 
from this town to Pittsfield, in Berkshire 
count v, about 90 miles, amounted to 
TWENTY-FIVE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY DOLLARS!!!— Two coaches, 
and about ten men were employed in this 
service, and received this extravagant 
sum as a compensation for their attach- 
ment to Mr. Madison and his war. Let 
those who grumble and whine about the 
non-ussumptiou of the direct tax — those 
who have been such sticklers for rigid 
economy, ponder upon these things. This 
is hut a solitary instance of wanton waste 
of public money — the war from the begin- 
ning has been carried on in this prof- 
ligate and ruinous manner. 

Wortt*ttr Gar. 

■ 

From the National Intelligencer, ]\Tay3\. 

The president of the United States yester- 
day returned to this city with Ms family, 

fmm bis visit to Montpelier. his seat tm Vir- 
ginia 



Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, Is appointed 
a major general In the army of the United 
States vice William Henry Harrison, resigned. ' 

The flag of trace which has just arrived aL 
Annapolis, we learn, is the bearer of no com- 
munication to our government, except a 
passport which had been requested for M. 
Pederson, charge des aflaires of Denmark, to 
proceed to Europe. The vessel brings no- 



We understand that among the others dis* 

misled from the service, are Major General. 
Lewis, Brigadiers liovd, Bloomficld, Burbeck. 
Winder, W inchester. Chandler, and other bri- 
gadiers, whose names we have heard, bat 
which we do not at present recollect. 

Farmer*' Register. 



LAWS OF .NEW-YORK. 



An act concerning fcj/on/s. 

Famed April 9, 1814. 

I. It shall he lawful for the chancellor, on 
the petition of any infant, by his or her next 
friend, or of the guardians of such infant, for 
that purpose, setting forth toe grounds and 
reasons of Use application, if upon the whole 
matter he shall think it necessary and proper 
for the maintenance or education of such in- 
fants, in a summary way, to direct a sale of 
all, or so much, or such part of the real estate 
of such infant as the chancellor shall deem 
proper, and to take order for the disposal, ap- 
propriation and investment of such safes, and 
for securing the same, and the due appropria- 
tion and disposition thereof, and of the pro- 
duce and proceeds thereof, and the costs upon 
any application to be made to the chancellor 
under this section, shall not exceed twenty- 
five dollars. 

II. In case any infant shall hold any real 
estate in joint tenancy, coparcenary , or it* 
common, and the interest of snch infant, or of 
any person concerned therein, shall require a 
partition of such estate, then It shall be Jaw- 
tnl for the guardian or guardians of such in- 
fant, by ami with the consent and approbation 
oi the chancellor, to agree to a division there- ' 
of, or to a sale of such estate, or such part 
thereof, as in the opinion of the chancellor' 
sliall either be incapable of partition, or sliall 
be most for the interest of such infant, that a 
sale thereof should be made, and thereupon to 
execute deeds or releases of the right of such 
infant to the part or parts tailing to the shara 
of the other joint tenants, coparceners, or te- 
nants in common, which deeds or releases 
shall be valid in law to convey the share and 
part of such mfaot: Provided, That no deed 
or release shall be executed by any such guar- 
dian by virtue of this act, until after a report 
shall be made to the chancellor of such sale 
or partition, and t 
confirmed by him. 
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III. The chancellor shall have power to de- 
cree, authorize, or compel a specific perfor- 
mance of any bargain, contract or agreement 
which may have been made by any party to 
such bargain, contract, or agreement, who 
may die before the performance thereof, on 
petition of the executors or administrators of 
the estate of the deceased, or of any person or 
persons interested in such bargain, contract 
or agreement, ami un bearing all pnrtwvt con- 
cerned, and being satisfied that the specific 
performance of such bargain, contract, or 
agreement, ought to be decreed, authorized 
or compelled. 

An act relative to inspectors of beef and pork in 
the city ofNciv-York. 

Passed April 13, 1814. 
It shall be the duty of every re packer and 
inspector of beef and pork for the city and 
county of New- York, whenever applied to for 
that purpose, to inspect ami repack beef aud 
pork, not less than twenty barrels or half bar- 
rels at one time, at any place within the said 
citv and county : Provided, That the person 
applying for such duty to be performed, shall 
pay to such rcpacker and inspector all tho 
extra expense which may attend the same, 
being done separate from hi* stores or yard : 
And provided further, That nothing herein 
contained shall contravene the twenty-ninth 
section of the act, entitled " an act to provide 
infectious ami pestilential 
the 26th March, 1813. 



An act relative to the duly upon goods sold by 
Auctioneers. 

Passed April 13, 1814. 
All goods, wares, merchandize and elleets 
whatsoever, made subject to the pay incut of 
a duty by the act, entitled " an act to regu- 
late sales by public auction, and to prevent 
stook-tfobbiug," passed 6th April, 1813, shall 
be and hereby is made subject to the payment 
of a duty of one dollar and fifty cents, and no 
more, lor every hundred dollars, for which the 
same shall be sold, and at and after the «amc 
rate for a greater or less uumber, any thing 
in the said recited act to the contrary not- 
withstanding ; ami in all other respects the 
s&id recited act and all the provisions tliere- 
of, shall operate the same as if the duty here- 
in fixed had been the duty fixed in the said 
recited act. 

The New-Yous. Dibkctoby.— This is not 
a very interesting work, in a literary view ; 
but it is a very useful one to every man in 
business ; and it is very important, that it 
should be as correct and complete as poss 
trio. To make it so, requires a labour and 
precision, scarcely credible. To this it is not 
to be expected that any one will subject him- 



self, unless he has the assurance or being well 
rewarded for it. And so he ought to be. But 
this city can no more support two Directories, 
than it can support two Theatres. And I have 
therefore been extremely sorry to see 
ed an attempt, several times 
made, to supplant Mr. David Longrcorth. in 
the publication of this annual work, to which 
he regularly devotes himself. If we could, 
however, promise ourselves any tiling more 
perfect than we are in the habit of getting 
from Mr. L. our own interest might possibly 
induce us to abandon him, who has hitherto 
served us well, when no body else could. But 
we have been presented this spring with an 
opposition Director}', abounding in blunders ; 
and abounding more, perhaps, because of the 
haste with which it was issued, that it might 
be first in the market. One of the chaps em- 
ployed, I presume, in this worthy opposition, 
called here, to get my name, &c. I asked 
him if he came for Mr. Longworth, although 
I had then no suspicion of an opposition - and 
he flatly answered me that it was for Mr. L's 
Directory he came. I have reason to believe 
the same thing to have been done in other in- 
stances. At one of the public, without any 
personal partiality to Mr. Longworth, I do 
not hesitate to say, that as long as he shall do 
his work faithfully and assiduously, and 1 am 
satisfied he has as much as possible, he ought 
to be supported and protected against such 
attempts as thin ; at least, against a Directory, 

" unfinished, sent before its time, 

., scarce half made up, 

And that so lamely and unfashionable," 
as to be almost an imposition on the public. 

At any rate, I should feel inclined to ad- 
here to the advice contained in a brother 
Dutchman's poetry. He was to make a 
rhyme off hand, to any thing that could be 
said. It was on board of a sloop. The words 
given were, 

" As we sail, we move along, 
A faithful friend is hard to find." 

The rhyme was made in these words : 
44 As you find him just and true, 
Never change him for a better." 
— — — ~- » - — ~- ..i —i — — - - jff ■- ■ - 
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COMMERCIAL POLICY. 
No. II. 

In the commerce by sea, we dtstioguirti 
JJps, mar </u *» and. merchandise. Thev pre- 
sent three classes of interests which are ob- 
jects of laws of shipping, of navigation and 
trade. 

The laws of shipping in the United State*, 
hare high claims to approbation, for enlighten 
ed patriotism and systematic utility. They 
exhibit sound principles, united with real 
knowledge in affairs. The principal regula- 
tions were established in the time of President 
Washington. 

Duruag his administration, a system was be- 
gun for maintaining tranquillity along the in 
land borders, by means of justice, fair dealing, 
humanity, and the arts of peace, in relation 
to the Indian tribes. IIow far it has been im- 
paired, and the general principle violated, 
need not be .told to those who understand the 
-history of Harrison's expedition against the 
Indians who lived near Tippecanoe. As that 
invasion of the Indian country was not war 
ranted by any declaration of war against the 
Indians, a semblance of legalization with a 
maritime varnish has been spread over the 
iubjoct, by means of an act to declare war by 
land and sea. After tin extensive interrup- 
tions of commerce by embargoes and other 
interdictions, proceeding from the cabinet, a 
policy for interrupting the commerce is pur- 
sued by the declared enemy. But the mode of 
blockade is diner cut. On the part of the fo- 
reign enemy, the agency of naval force is em 
ployed against the commerce by water. The 
cabinet has employed custom-house block a 
ityt to act ajaiust commerce on hnd and 



along shore. Vessels owned by citizens of the 
United States, to the value of millions of dol- 
lars, many myriads of American tonnage are 
doomed to decay m ports. American sailors, 
ship carpenters, smiths, caulkers, joiners, car- 
vers, painters, block makers, ropemakers, sail 
makers, riggers, boat builders, and others who 
lived by active commerce, are deprived of em- 
ployment. Prices are enhanced for article* 
of the first necessity along the seaboard; 
while money has been drawn off toward" f*jf» 
theatre of fire and blood, the Indian con: 
The extermination of Indians has beroni> 
rage in the west ai«l the south. And ac« 
ng»y many a vehement talk about maritime 
rights has been heard from dealers in politics, 
who could not Slate the difference between 
catheads and catharpins, if aboard a ship. 

So far from understanding the regular ma- 
nagement of commercial vessels, some have 
talked as if they did not know such things to 
be moveables. Yet they mi^'ht find the ves- 
sels expressly declared to be moveables, if 
they would ascertain how such matters are 
ordered in France, ft is unfortunate for the 
citizens of the United States more immedi- 
ately concerned in the commerce by sea to 
have their interests taken into custody by 
talkers of this sort. If the nature and ge- 
neral usages of maritime commerce had been 
studied with the attention due to the imi»or- 
tance of the subject, if with a zeal about 
rights on the ocean, there had been more 
knowledge and less noise, the real interests of 
commerce roi-ht have been consulted ani 
protected. The war by sea is not necessarr, 
unless as auxiliary to the extermination of In- 
dians. 

To proceed with the subject of commercial 
policy. This signified a policy for the bene- 
fit of commerce, prior to the professions in 
1801, about the circle of felicities— not a po- 
licy agaiust commerce according to the vo- 
cabulary of embargoes and continental prohi- 
bitions of intercourse. The term shipping 
being considered applicable to commercial 
vessels of all descriptions, the rights of ship- 
ping ate the rights of property. An interest 
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in shipping maybe owned for a voyage, or 
during a certain time, or indefinitely. It may 
be chared for privileged debts, as in caw of 
wages. It may be specially qualified or con- 
conditional, as in case of bottomry or hypo- 
thecation. Or the ownership may be abso- 
lute and indefeasible, and the interest may be 
liolden in severalty or in common. In these 
respects, the interest in shipping, like other 
property in things personal, may be compar- 
ed with landed or real estate. But it differs 
from real estate in one characteristic, which 
is inherent and of primary importance in the 
estimate of questions concerning maritime 
commerce. The interest in shipping, like the 
-. . :st in merchandize, is moveable proper- 
It is not territory. 

hrthcr such an interest in shipping while 
ersing the ocean, savours or" the realtju 
or has a diplomatic character, may be left for 
the lucubration of cabinet politicians, amidst 
their studies of Coke upon Littleton, or Gro- 
tius and Bynkcrshoek. 

The laws of shipping in the United States 
«rc systematic, and have American charac- 
ter. 

According to the laws for regulating the I 
shipping interest, the ownership is traced to 
the building of the vessel within the United 
States, or to the sentence of a court vesting 
the title in case of prize or forfeiture under 
laws of this country. Thus the American 
ownership is traced to the origin of the ves- 
sel, or to some authentic act of court for giv- 
ing an American title ; and such an act of 
court is essential for naturalizing any foreign 
built vessel. After being legally prored in 
either case, the ownership is certified in offi- 
cial form. And such certificate is attested 
under two official seals, and with at least two 
signatures. It is not to be used for any other 
Vessel, or for the benefit of any subject or 
citirrn of any foreign prince or state what- 
ever. The general policy of these laws illus- 
trate* the following principles. 

1. I*he citiz -ns of the United States are 
distinguished from the subjects or citizens oi 
every foreign prince or state. 

li. No foreigners whatever are allowed to 
fave the privileges to which the citizens of 
the United States are entitled distinctly. 

'3. ' ! he manner of ascertaining the Ameri- 
can title is settled by legislative Tegulations. 



4. According to such rr^ubtions, aufhep* 

tic documents, manifesting the American ti- 
tle, are granted to accompany the vessels in 
their voyages. 

For giving uniform effect to these princi- 
ples, various provisions are enacted ; and they 
are valuable as they guard against foreign 
abuses and frauds which would be prejudicial 
to American shipowners. 

Each vessel is measured and described so 
as to be identified. A public officer or agent 
makes and certifies the admeasurement \ 
description, the truth of which is agreou .o 
writing on the part of the citizen or citizens 
owning the vessel : And the ownership is 
proved in the manner prescribed by law. — 
The requisite particulars are entered in a 
proper l>ook, kept by the principal officer of 

Um» wittonn. «Um. ^»«.;..» ~ 

registered or enrolled. Certificates according 
to snch entries respectively, constituted the 
documental evidence concerning the owner- 
ship of vends, as granted to accompany them, 
when large enough for service on the ocean. 
The proper documents for the vessels arc to. 
be on board before proceeding to sea, and, on 
returning to the United States, are to be ex* 
liibited to the public officers. But if the do* 
cument for ally vessel be lost or destroyed, 
satisfactory proof to this effect is to be ad- 
mitted. 

Familiar as all this may be to persons con- 
versant in commercial business, the principles 
or details do not appear to have been under- 
stood by some of the politicians who have 
been zealons for the extermination of Indians, 
and uoisy about maritime rights. 

Incases where the privileges of American 
ownership are to be enjoyed under the laws 
of the United States, such documental evi- 
dence as we have already seen, in relation to 
the ownership of vessels, is indispensable. 
The observations are applicable to vessels 
employed for trading with foreign countries, 
or in the coasting trade and fisheries of the 
United States. A nd document for vessels in 
ait these employments, although differing in 
name, are issued on similar principles. The 
proper documents in cither case u called a 
certificate of registry, or enrolment : the first 
for a vessel in foreign trade ; the last, for a v 
coasting or fishing vessel. And such arc the 
legal guards against abnse.s relative to 
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iloenmeuts, the certificate of rcgristry or ee» 
*>lment, with appropriate marks, and with 
-two sets of teak and signatures, has such ott"i- ■ 
cial authenticity and credit, that there is bo 
public controversy whatever concerning the 



If, however, any 
were to be made in relation to the rights of 
shipping, perhaps the most important consi- 
deration would be, to provide more effectual- 
ly against the intermixing of foreign inte- 
•;st», and masking them under American 



Although some abases in this respect might 

be corrected, the general policy of the laws 

of shipping in the Uuited States is highly to 

he approved for soundness of principles, for 

American character, and beneficial effects. 
The wisdom of the laws was manifested in 

the increase and value of the American ton- 
nage, l>cfbre trade was cut off by the embargo 
in December, 15J07. 

The inquiries proper to be made in port 01 
at sea concerning the ownership of a vessel, 
are answered and settled by conforming to 
the provisions of law, aud ail without any 
public controversy, and of course without any 
diplomatic discussion about .it. .Such ba s 
been the result or laws wisely framed for the 
benefit of the shipping interest, and for the 
national benefit. 

AH inquiries proper to be made concerning 
the national character of the otficero and crew, 
are comprehended in the second class of ques- 
tions concerning maritime commerce. These, 
like inquiries of the first class, might be set- 
tled by means of analogous provisions of law. 

But such has not been the policy of the ca- 
binet since the controversial pretension about 
mariners was urged in tbe year 1804, and af- 
ter the rupture of the feverish peace of 
Amiens. In the instructions to Mr. Munroe, 
tbe cabinet deposited the germ of this war by 
sea. 

If the controversy about mariners were 
done away, as it might be, by legislative re- 
gulations for the benefit of our seafaring citi- 
zens, a dispute could be produced about mer- 
chandise, at the option of tlie cabinet, unless 
legislative regulations were mode to prevent 
any national controversy with reference to 
tree goods. In the nature of the thing, such 



not without difficulty. At present, howev- 
er, as the war is said to turn so essentially oo 
tbe question about mariners, let us attend to 
it as a subject of business, eomntg home to the 
heart of American commerce, and with a 
view to the benefit of sailor* of the United 
State*. Every friend of this generous class 
of men is desired to hearken to their cause. 

And here the primary hifunry concerns Ike 
American rights of navi^aium. This is tbe 
essence of the dispute as to the war by sea : 
In substance, it is, whether foreigners shall 
have the privileges in navigation to which the 
seafaring citizens of tbe United States ace 
rightfully entitled ? The interest of our own 
seamen an J the general interest of to- i ° 
try would be consulted by favouring tb' <*. 
rlcau cit' ro " 9 tf'-^^etly, a*»<l Mrvari .. 
privileges of navigation to them, in fc*«*v#r 
enre to all foreigners whatever. The actual 
policy of the cabinet is for allowing the pri- 
vi leges of American sailors to persons bom 
out of tho United States and never naruralh> 
ed in this country. To allow such privileges 
to the foreigners, is of the essence of the ca~ 
binet policy in this war by sea, and in pro- 
jects which have been published about treat- 
ing of peace. 

TJte very pretension, about which tho cabi- 
net keeps this country involved iu war, is so 
much against the interest of our seafaring ci- 
tizens and so prejudicial to regular commerce 
and national character, that, if any power on 
tbe globe were to require the United States 
to stipulate for the perpetual allowance of 
such a pretension, the demand ought to be 
resisted decidedly. Its general operation 
would be to impair and dissipate the privilege 
of American citizenship, with reference to 
navigation. It would give countenance to a» 
buse, and facility to fraud. With reference to 

principle of nationality in its essence. Ana*- 
lyze the pretension, and its hostility to 
the privilege of American citizenship may be 
seen in its true character. < 

Since all except the first ten articles of the 
treaty of 1794 were suffered to expire, with, 
out agreeing to any proposed renewal, the go- 
neral policy of tbe cabinet with reference to 
navigation has been at variance with the prin* 
ciples observed in the laws of shipping as cs- 



,reguiattons <*• not appc»r impossible, although J tablisncd in the tune of president Washing* 
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ton. This position L» sustained by a 
evidence. 

Yean may elapse before experience dis- 
closes tlie full character of a deleterious prepa- 
ration. Yet the efficacy of the Italian poison 
is fatal. 

The treaty of Amiens had given a respite. 
Hostilities were renewed in Europe; and the 
instruct ions to Mr. Monroe contained tho pre- 
tension of which the commerce of this coon* 
try has been made the victim. The general 
operation has been progressive ; and at length 

in that dreadful 
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desojation of commerce, by which this war is 
i \ valorized. 

•ordiog to thai pretension* a general im- 
*>•. -y or priviloge was claimed for all the 
y. i* eniplory*^ tn^<rng&te a •ouunercial 
vessel ; and that eveFy one of them, except 
the shipmaster, although born under foreign 
jurisdiction, might even without naturaliza- 
tion in this country, be entitled to be favour- 
ed in navigation as if they were Americans. 

In such a claim, there is a palpable confu- 
sion of foreign with American interests ; as 
is made in favour of the sea- 
of the United States, except 
in relation to the master, or person appointed 
to the command before departure from a port 
of the United States. From its general ope- 
ration, such a preteusion with the foreign in- 
termix turp is essentially prejudicial to the 
commerce of this country. It is against the 
interest of the seafaring citizens. It infringes 
the privileges in navigation to which they are 
entitled of right as American sailors. 

If the vessels are only commanded by Ame- 
rican citizens, all the other persons employed 
on Ixvard may be foreigners. Such is the po- 
licy of the cabinet. It is so far from requi- 



ring any of them to be natives of the United under the actual policy of the cabinet, there 



distinction in ta\ our of the citizen which con- . 
stitutes the privilege of citizenship. Hut in the 
actual policy of the cabinet, there is not only* a 
want of regard to, hut an utter abandonment 
of this primary principle. The seafariug citi- 
zens of the United States are not distinguish- 
ed from the seafaring subjects or citizens of- 
every foreign prince or state, as the ship- 
owners arc. 

2. The American citizens are not favoured 
distinctly as entitled to exclusive privilege* 
in navigation : but the foreigners are allowed 
to participate in such privileges. Subjects or 
citizens of a foreign prince orstato are allow- 
ed to share the navigation directly, to be in- 
terested in the profits, and to enjoy the bene- 
fits, as if they had American characters.— 

3. A disregard of the third principle is re- 
marked as notorious. The manner or aseer^ 
taming the American title to citizenship, in 
cases of mariuers, is not settled by legislative 
regulations. 

The legal consequences may be explained 
by law officers. Facts are known. Persons 
bom under foreign jurisdictions, and coming 
to the Uuited States, within a few months or 
weeks after coming into the country, could 
appear as sailors, and swear themselves to be 
natives of the United States, while others 
could make affidavits to confirm the false- 
hoods, as if they were true. Yet the false 
swearers not only escape without public pu- 
nishment, but have been tolerated in pretend- 
ing to have title to American rights, in conse- 
quence of such falsehoods. Is there any mem- 
ber of the cabinet, who was in place before 
the declaration of war, that will dare to deny 
this? 

In addition to the enormities so indulged 



States, that it does not require them to be 
naturalized. 

The solitary exception relative to the com- 
mand of a vessel, on sailing from the United 
States, beh>g understood, let us now examine 
therein the actual policy of the cabinet, trifn 
reference to navigation, is at variance with the 
-principles' observed in the laws of shipping, 
as established during toe administration of 
President Washington. 

. 1 . The priori pie of nationa I i ty dis t ingu i » hes 
}b> Jprjtfu* beloDgiog to a nation. It is the 



are false assumptions of names, with various 
abuses relative to papers certified by collec- 
tors in ports of the United States, and de- 
livered from the offices as if for the protection, 
of American seamen, at the rate of twenty- 
five cents for each paper so delivered. Such 
papers can be passed from tho original hold- 
ers into other hands for the convenience of fo- 
reigners, and all to the prejudice of the mari- 
ners of the United States. How raaoy sucb 
papers have been sold or bartered for the use 
of foreigners, within any one yefr, the publfco. 
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a£B Ubi iafcftned by official report*. The low 
prices have been indicative of the quantity 
at market. By such means, the birth right 
of American sailor* has been treated a\i an af- 
fair of traffic, which might be sold and bought 
'In any port on either side of the Atlantic ; 
and deserters from foreign service could be 
tarnished with papers, called American pro- 
tections, having the sustnal signatnres, and un- 
der the seals of collectors holding commissions 
from the executive administration of the Uni- 
ted States. Is there any member of the cabi- 
net, who was in place before the declaration 
of war, that will dare to deny this ? 

4. The use of the three first principles, 
trith regard to the shipping interest, has been 
found in applying them, for the benefit of 
American ship owners, by means of docu- 
ments, according to the fourth principle: 
They have been practically applied by grant- 
ing authentic documents in manifestation of 



of the vessel. For without the navigators-, 
how is a voyage to be performed? 

Two interests, therefore, are essentially 
concerned and to be regarded — the interest 
of the owners, and the interest of the actual 
navigators for the voyage. The characters 
of both serve to constitute the general cha- 
racter of the vessel. 

4 

For performing a voyage over Uic ocean, pro- 
perty and persons are necessarily employed 
together. But, in tbii case, the moveable 
materials, such as hnll. spars, rigging, sails* 
have no inherent nationality or character. It 
is the character of the owners which is re- 
garded as to f be property, And it is the cba- t 
racier of the officers and crew which is to bo 7 * 
regarded as to the persons. 

In this view, therefore, the character of a 
vessel, sailing on the high seas, is constituted 
by the characters of the persons essentially 
interested. Where the rights of navigation 



the American title to accompany the vessels, f are concerned, the general character of the 
and not suffering such documents to be used J navigators is to be considered as a polar prin- 
ter .covering any foreign interest. As all the ciple. It is essential to be regarded in voy- 



three principles arc seen to be disregarded in 
the actual policy of the cabinet, there is a 
consequent disregard of the fourth principle, 
is to application for the benefit of American 
Sailors. 

If practical results deserve attention in the { to the hazard of events in a dubious season, a 



ages across the ocean. Without attending to 
a consideration of such primary importance, 
and with no regular designation of course or 
object, if those who manage the vessel oF 
state commit the interests of a great 



Conduct of public affairs, such a policy is not 
found productive of benefits to compensate 
the evils with reference to navigation. The 
continuance of so many abuses in relation to 
this interest operate to diminish the value of 
citizenship, and in effect to dissipate the privi- 
lege. According to the general pretension 
of the cabinet, if allowed to prevail, Ameri- 
can marines are to be confounded with the 
good or the indifferent and bad, from other 
parts of the world, adventurers, rovers, fugi- 
tives, deserters from foreign countries or ser- 
vices, Swedish, Russian, Danish. German, 
Dutch, French, Spanish or Portuguese sailors, 
Creoles, Asiatics. Italians, modern Greeks, 
Turks, Barbarians, with others born out of the 
United States and having African or Indian 
shades of difference, any of them may be em- 
ployed in navigation to the exclusion of sailors 
of the United States. 

In estimating^ the iutercsts concerned in 
practical navigation, the officers and crew de- 



steady procedure ought not to be expected. 
The voice of the storm arrived on the breezt 
of the ocean. Empires were meeting in cotf- 
flict. Was such the season for trying the ex- 
periment of vague opinions, clouded by preju- 
dice, or driven by passion, deficient in com- 
mon defence, yet adventuring on a cruise? 
Adrift at sea, without coui(>as8 or chart, ex- 
posed to the buffeting* of the teinj>cst, if the 
interests embarked under such management* 
are not shipwrecked, it will bo because w* 
havo more good fortune than good 



To suppose that the navigation over the* 
ocean has a general character of nationality, 
or neutrality, without any oavjgators of suds, 
rharacter, is on hypothesis as unfounded rn 
the nature of maritime oorameicc, as it is an 
warranted by general usage. 

The policy in France iias required French 
navigators, for giving French . character t* 
private vessels. Mariners of the country 



qfrrc iwidv*thtt», tqgP fllCi? wlfoffcr ownfrs **» bj*e^k»*Hj> w> as to give a genertf 
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to the navigation. Whatever 
lion w\%bt have existed «q the subject before 
171<K the Instructions given by Louis the Four- 
teenth, in the letter to tbe count of Toulouse, 
were decisive, -fto wssd sActf /wr rcpvlcJ 
FVtnch, rf tlic ship's company is not composed 
of Frenchmen, at Icart two tnirtis. This was 
f>ot a tewiporary order ; but was declaratory 
of a general rale to bo observed in peace and 
war. Such was Die law of France when the 



1>e 

try and the Utic of ship owners can he ascer- 
tained at sea, by means oJ* documents which 
accompany the vessels and speak the troth. 

In relation to the owners and navigators of 
vessels sailing from the United State** \( the 
cabinet politicians had been solicitous for the 
security of American rights at sea, and if 
their faculties could project no measure of 
real utility for this purpose, if they could ima- 



Freuch and British plenipotentiaries «-igned J gine nothing better than prohibitions of coui- 
the treaty at Utrecht lh 1713. For giving |merce followed by war, perhaps, if tbe ides 

had occurred, some valuable information might 
liave been received from persons interested 
in maritime business, and skilled in the con* 
duct of such vflatrs. Have they consulted the 
Ilanseatic regulations of commerce ? Or bave 
they attended to the nature of the documents 
mentioned by Habnor\ in his treatise about 
neutral vessels ? 



tbe privileges of the English character to a 
Ttisser ra trade, the law of England had requi- 
_^/ed the master and three fourths** tbe mart- 
nets at least to be of that cotuVfry. Eighty 
years after tbe treaty of Utrecht, a report was 
presented to tbe French convention in the 
name of tbe committee of public safety, with 
two projects of decrees, which were passed. 
They were ordered to be printed, transmitted 
to' tbe departments and to tho armies, and 
translated into all languages. The report in- 
trodnces the subject in these tefms : " It was 
on the 21st September, 1792, that the conven- 
tion proclaimed the liberty of France, or ra- 
ther of En rope. It is on the same day, the 
21st September. 1793, tbe convention should 
proclaim the liberty of commerce, or rather 
liberty of tbe seas." On casting an eye 
the first of these decrees, so formally cir- 
culated, for proclaiming the liberty of com- 
merce, the second article is observable for 
clearness and force of expression — **JV'o vessel 
shall be reputed French, or have a right to the 
privileges of a French trael— if the officer* 
and three fourths of the crew are not Frencb- 
men." So thoroughly has this principle of 
navigation been incorporated into the policy 
of France. And the French mariners could 
readily be known from the British, at the 
time when the plenipotentiaries agreed to the 
treaty of Utrecht 

If it be asked by what means tbe country 
of sailors can be ascertained at sea in cases 
where the sailors of different countries have 
the san * language with the same features, 
and resemble each other in appearance and 
manners, the inquiry supposes the difficulty 
of determining tbe country of a person except 
by his language, manners and 
Attention is due to an inquiry so 
fp this country ; more especially as the diffi- 



FBOJI TDK BOSTON OA IT.Y ADVERTISES. 

Proceedings qf the Spanish Cortes, relative to* 

the return qf King Ferdinand VII. 

After receiving intelligence of tbe forming 
of the treaty between Ferdinand VII. and 
Bonaparte, the Cortes in secret session, on 
the second of February last, passed tbe de- 
creee which was published in tbe Daily Ad* 
vertiser of April 5. In the preamble' they 
state, that the decree is passed to give tho 
enemy a public and solemn testimony of their 
unalterable perseverance, and the same testi- 
mony to the allies of fidelity to the cause, and" 
to the Spanish nation of their confidence in 
them. After referring to tbe decree of Jan. 
11, 1811, which they order to be republished, 
they decree that " the king shall not be ac- 
knowledged as free, and consequently no obe- 
dience shall be paid to him, until be shaH 
have taken tbe oath prescribed to him in the 
163d article of the constitution, in the bosom 
of the national congress." This oath binds 
the monarch to an observance of the new con- 
stitution, which imposes very wholesome limi- 
tations to hut power. 

The decree of Jan. 1811, has been publish- 
ed in the Philadelphia Political Register, and 
republished in manv of the papers, but erro- 
neously dated Jan. 11, 1814. The decree it 
as follows. 

[Translated/or the Register.} 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CORTES. 

The minutes of the last meeting being 
read, Mr. Perez de Castro rose and reported, 
that be had prepared the draft of a decree, hi 
with the orders of the Cortes osa 
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rhe preceding day. and was ready to submit I Seitmior Ranches made an eulogtum upon 
file same to the bouse, which is as follows : [ the noble decree, and suggested to the '.nn- 

gress that it was necessary to take this step* 
to wake a manifesto to the nation and to Eu- 
rope, that they might see the justice and po- 
licy of this decree ; because there were not 
wanting malicious men who describe the 
Spaniards as democrats, and their represen- 
tatives as demagogues. Then Fnrope will 
know that we seek a king not humbled, de- 
graded, and absolute, but a king worthy of 
the heroic Spanish nation; a constisutionai 
king, [Applause*.] 

Seignior the I'ice President interrupted 
him by saying, that his wishes had been anti- 



Tbe general and extraordinary Cortes* in 
conformity with their decree of the 24th of 
September last, in which they declared null 
and void the renunciations made in Bayonne 
by Ferdinand VNth legitimate king of Spain 
und the Indies, not only because he bad not 
his liberty, but likewise for want of that es- 
sential and indispensable circumstance, the 
consent of the people, declare they will not 
acknofc ledge, on the contrary, they will and do 
consider null and of no value or effect, every act, 
treaty, agreement or transaction, which may 
have been or Kill be consented to liy the king, to 
iong as he temaint in the state of oppression 
and want of liberty in n>hich he now is, wheth- 
er his consent be given in the country of the 
enemy or in Spain; for while hi* royal person 
is surrounded by the arms or under the influ- 
ence, direct or indirect, of the usurper of his 
crown, the nation will not consider him free, 
nor will they pay him obedience, until they 
gee him amongst his faithful subjects, in the 
Worn of his national congress, which now ex- 
ists, or In future may exist, or of the govern- 
ment formed by the Cortes. 



'ipated by various propositions made 
ing this object. 
Seignior Ranches presented a resolution. 
Seignior Ri/mos Garcia was lifcewis-? of 
opinion, that the documents on which the de- 
cree was ton nded should be published, [dp- 
plavne.] 

The scheme of Seignior Sancbes, declared 
in his resolution, was referred to the commit- 
tee which had reported the decree. 

Seignor Reyna. — »* When Ferdinand VII. 
was born he was born with the right of abso- 



They likewise declare, that all opposition lute sovereignty." [Murmur 

to this decree will be considered as an act hos- among the people.] 44 A deputy like me, is a 

lile to the country, and that the person who representative of the natiou and of the king, 

So offends will be held responsible to all the and cannot be interrupted. I repeat, Ferdi- 

rigour of the laws; and finally, the Cortes de- nand VII. cannot be an absolute king." 



clare, that the generous nation whom they re- J Seignior Vargas—" It cannot be allowed tt> 
present, will not for a moment lay down their violate Uie constitution. It is an iusnlt to 
arms, or listen to any proposition for an ac- Ferdinand VII. to call him an absolute king." 
conunodatioii of whatever nature it may be, I SeigniorCepern — ** Seignior Vice Presidents 
if it is not preceded by the entire evacuation I has Seignior Reyna spoken constitutional lajv 
of the Spanish territory by the armies which guage ?" 

have so inquitiously invaded it ; since the Cor- Seignior Reyna — 44 Ferdinand VII. being 
tcs, supported by the whole nation, are deter- in the exercise of the sovereignty, which hig 
mined vigorously to cany on the war until ancestors transmitted to hlra, it is indis|»cn*a» 
they have fully secured the holy religion of blc that he continue to exercise absolute 
their ancestors, the liberty of their beloved sovereignty from the moment that be passes 
monarch, and the absolute independence and the Hue." ['In* people bursting the bounds >f 
integrity of the monarchy. 1 their patience and moderation, began to cry «>rf. 

The Council and Regency of the Kingdom out with Aim," ''out nith him," and continue 
'Shall attend to the fulfilment thereof, and shall I e d indignantly exclaiming 44 out with him," far 
Cause the same to be printed and published about half an h>ntr. Even the deptdies them- 
and circulated. I selves were ejfended and irritated by the words 

Given in the roydl Island of Leon. } of Sr. Reyna.] 

1st January, 1811. Sr. Term cried oit 11 let the expressions of 

To t/ie Council of Regency. Sr. Reyna be written down, [the *umaft sub- 

With a view of correcting some misappre- 1 sided] '*» I am resolved to die for the country 
tensions which have prevailed of the present and the constitution, and in the performance 
political state of Spain, particularly relative of my duty." 

to the state of parties in the Cortes, we have Sr Echavaria.—" Let him be conducted to 
firen place to the foregoing recapitulation and I the tribunal of the Cortes with a suitable 
decree, and the following journal of the pro- guard." . 
ceedings of the Cortes. ' Sr Cep*ro.— Let his trial at the tribunal 

{Translated from Spanish papers by the Editor \« l£%2^ sub , 

of the Boston Daily Advertiser.] .fr.fT?^ i/SL*? ?J?«5 

-rnPTVQ rait to the constitution. Either give sat isfac- 

^ K 1 ^ tion to the congress— [ The people cry out with 

Session of the 3d of Ftbrmry, 1814. indignathm, ont with him" 44 out with him."} 

The Decree of the Cortes, passed in the Sr. Tcnrrtot~-» Presnjye order and. reft- 

Xteret session of yesterday, was rejid. UarHr .' 
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Sr. Jgutio.—i- ft would be unworthy of a 
Spaniard to k^ep order tea case so scandalous 
as this, when the heart is agitated with such 
patriotic sentiments." 

The 93d article for the internal regulation 
al U\e Cortes was read. 

cannot tpply 



Sr jHicOrt.— » Tliis article 
here, this is a particular ca<?«" 



out of the ball and afterwards let the Cortes 
vote." The Vice President ordered htm to go 
out of the congress. Sr. Tenrcio opposed it. 
JHany deputies cried out at once, Sr. Vice 
President, make yourself obeyed. Sr. Reyna 
was in effect expelled from the congress. 

Sr. Sepero. — " There arc crimes for which 
no punishment is enacted, because the legisla* 
tor could not belie** that they would ever be 
committed, Such is the offence of Sr. Reyna. 
Who would believe that a man selected by his 
ie'low cititeiis u> natch over their interests 
and to defend their rijrhts would have con- 
verted himself into a tyrant, and an execu- 
tioner to his fellow- eitizens ? [applause] When 
the naiion has said, " ijighj for my lung"' is 
the same that has said "J fight for my reli- 
gion Jar my fans, for my rights Jor myliberty, 
jnr my itoleprndtnct." This is the general de- 
sire which the Spanish soldiers have implanted 
in their breasts, and to say that Ferdinand is 
an absolute king or despot is horrible. I idol- 
ize him because bis sufferings and innocence 
have made him worthy of the Spanish peo- 

Ble. Yet I idolize him as the nation idolizes 
int, as he is subject to the laws ; not as a des- 
pot as hii father* have been. What would 
have become of him and his throne, if it had 
not been for the blood, the precious blood, 
which has been shed in torrents by the mag- 
nanimous Spanish nation? Would it be rea- 
sonable, that this blood of horocs, with which 
the soil of the whole peninsula has been steep- 
ed, should be sh ?d, that the people might re- 
vert to the slavery of the age of Charles IV. 
and his infamous favourite? [applause] This 
is the decree, which twelve deputies (and I 
well know who they are) have disapproved. 
It requires that Ferdinand should swear to 
the constitution. Could any thing be more 
just ? 

They who desire that Ferdinand should 
come as an absolute king or despot, do not de- 
sire that Ferrtinand should come, but that a 
tyrant should come. They who deny to the 
people the sovereignty which God has given 



The heart tremble* with horror at 

nunciation of this language. Such conse- 
quences to) low from the infamous expressions 
of Sr. Reyna. By them he has broken tlie. 
article of the constitution which proclaims 
the sovereignty of the people. Bv them he 
has attempted to deprive the nation of the 
« Jr" t g ° 5 aU,ral r 'S ht of electing their representatives. 

By them he has deprived your lordships of 
your rights. By them he has proved himself 
perjured, and that he regards with contempt 
the obligations of a deputy, to which he is 
bound by the oath that he has taken upon the 
holy evangelists. This deed ought to open 
the eyes of this congress and of the Spanish 
people. Perhaps Sr. Ueyna has been excited 
to speak thus by some perverse persons, who 
know much better hew to escape danger." 
He ended by saying, that this is a crime which 
prostrates tbo constitution to the earth, and 
that a trial ought to be instituted. 

Sr. Keftavarria. Let the papers be col- 
lected which are in the power of Sr. Revna. 
They may lead to many interesting discove- 
ries. 

Sr. Gallon. Let not Sr. Reyna enter the 
congress until he has given satisfaction, fa 
murmur of disapprobation] and until he is 
conducted by a guard, by reason of the vio- 
lence which the people may commit. 

On a subsequent day when the question 
put whether Sr. Reyna should be brought to 
trial for his offence, it was decided in the af- 
firmative 123 to 17. 



" - — , • j — — lire mil l^lll S Ul 

Bayonne, aud the compulsory abdication in 
favour of the monster of Corsica, whom hell 



abhors. In fact, if the kin;; is an absolute so- 
vereign, who can make sale of the Spaniards 
as of a flock of sheep, which raav be slam, 
flayed and slaughtered, at the arbitrary ca- 
price of their master, if the king is absolute 
lord or the lives and property of the Spaniards, 
who can doubt that the abdication of Bav- 
onne was legitimate, and that Charles IV. 
might cede his rights to Napoleo*? 



Newfoundland Fishery. 

To Sir Richard Goodwin Keats, K. B. 
Governor andComtnander in Chief in and 
over the Island of Newfoundland, d>c. &c. 

THE MEMORIAL 
Of the merchants and principal resident 
inhabitants interested in the trade and 
fisheries of Newfoundland 
at the MerchantY Hail, in St. 
27th October, 1813, 

Humbly Sheweth — That the mer- 
chants, planters, and all other classes of 
his majesty's subjects in this island, have, 



W 1 n ~J " ' » UP3 

them, scandalously authorize the intrigues of at all times manifested their loyalty to 

their king, and have never failed to ex- 
press their indignation at the treacherous 



conduct of the enemies of their country ; 
and conceiving that our existence, as a 
great and independent nation, must chief- 
ly depend on our preserving the sove- 
reignly of the seas, the policy of excluding 
France and America from the advantages 
those nations have heretofore enjoyed, in 
times of peace, in this fishery, must beevW 
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dent to every manof observation engaged 
in this branch of commerce. 

By former treaties with France and the 
United States of America, these powers 
were allowed certain privileges on those 
shores, banks, coast of Labrador, and in 
the Uulpb of St. Lawrence, in theopinion 
of your excellency's memorialists highly 
impolitic, and which the wisdom of the 
British government never would concede, 
except under very peculinr circumstances. 

By this concession to France ami Ame- 
rica, a great national benefit was k»t, 
ami a door opened to illicit commerce, to 
the injury of the revenue, as well as to* his 
majesty's subjects engaged in the trade of 
Newfoundland, and the British American 
eotonies. A facility wad thereby afforded 
of introducing into Newfoundland and 
those colonies, teas and other articles of 
contraband, and temptations held out to 
our fishermen, to emigrate to the United 
States, and the superior number of their 
citizens who annually resorted to the 
shores of Labrador, enabled them to con- 
trol and overawe our people on. that coast, 
except, indeed, when a ship of war hap- 
pened to be wittdn the reach of complaint. 
Fifteen hundred American vessels have 
been known to be prosecuting the fishery 
at one time, on the Labrador coast, bring- 
ing with them coffee, teas, spirits and oth- 
er articles of contraband. In their pas- 
sage thither from their own country, they 
generally stop in the Gut of Canso, where 
the narrowness of the navigation affords 
great facility to smuggling. 

The intercourse of our fishermen with 
their secret enemies of Britain, has an 
effect not less fatal to their moral charac- 
ter than to our fishery. The small planters 
and catchers offish, which make the great 
body of the people on the coast of Labra- 
dor, under the influence of notions imbibed 
by their daily intercourse with men whose 
interests are at war with ours, become 
dissatisfied with their supplying merchants 
who are unable to meet their foreign 4 com- 
petitors on equal ground. The next step 



here , to the banks, where they anchor in 
vioation of express stipulations, to the 
great annoyance of this valuable branch of 
the Newfoundland trade. Nor is it possible 
that the strictest vigilance is often able 
to detect them in the breach of such sti- 



The evils growing out of impolitic con- 
cessions to insidious friends are more ex- 
tensive than your Excellency's memori- 
alists have yet stated, they accompany 
our commerce into the markets of Europe 
and the West Indies* 

In the United States, men, provisions, 
and every other article of outfit are procn- 
red upon much better terms than the na- 
ture of things will admit with the British. 
These combined advantages enable* then* 
to undersell the British merchant in the 
foreign market. Hence, heavy losses 
have often by him been sustained, and 
must always be sustained under similar 
circumstances. 

In proof of the great national advanta- 
ges heretofore reaped by America from 
the fishery, your Excellency's memorial- 
ists need only quote the language of Mas- 
sachusetts, in June last, on a remon- 
strance to- their government — " Keep yom y 
land but give tts a fishery." 

The French, in time of tranquility, 
prosecuting the fisheries at St Pierre's 
and Migeloo, it is well known, carried 
on an extensive and illicit commerce* 
with the British, residing on the coast 
contiguous to those islands, although they 
pretended that such intercourse was con* 
trary to a known law of their own coun- 
try. Similar illicit traffic was at the 
same time carried on by the subjects of 
that nation with the Euclish on the coast 
ceded to the former on the north pact of 
this island. The entire range, between 
Cape John northward to Cape Rea, was 
yieldedto France, and the British were 
prohibited by tlie French from ever fish- 
ing between those two Capes. Your 
memorialists have learned from good au- 
thority, that France actually employed 



as experience shows, is the neglect of the upon this north shore (with St. Pierre's 



eoly means in their power to discharge 
their debts, disobedience and insubordi- 
nation follow , and finally their minus be- 
come alienated from their own govern- 
ment, and they emigrate to another, to the 
great loss of their country. 

In times of peace, besides, the citizens 
> resort, in great 



and Migelon) twenty thousand men. Ex- 
cellent harbours, hardly five miles asun- 
der, skirt the coasts from Cape John, to 
the Straits of Belleisle, affording security 
to ships and vessels -in the worst weather „ 
and the great resort of the codfish to the* 
very mouths of these harbours, beyond 
what Is generally known upon the " 
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shores of Newfoundland, evince the high 
ad vantages of the north shore fishery, for- 
merly possessed by France. 
The fishery now prosecuted with vigour 
by the British upon the shores heretofore 
enjoyed by the French, is become very 
extensive, and employs a large proportion 

of our fishermen. The produce of their j courage such a hone of whollv excluding 
industry is brought hither and carried to foreigners from sharing again * in the .ul- 
other !>°rts of export, coastway, in vessels vantages of a fishery, from which a lar-e 
owned by the emp overs and suppliers or j proportion of our best naUonal defence 
of the planters and fishermen. Dwelling will be derived, 
houses, substantial stages, and stores, 



ble, and the absence of their (omicr 
traders has enabled them fish unmolested. 
Your Excellency's m?moralists beg leave 
to press npon your serious consideration* 
Which they cannot too often urge, the 
important policy, should, fortunately, the 
circumstances of Europe ultimate! v en- 



would soon rise up in that quarter of the 
island, were it certain that the builders 
would, at the return of peace, be allowed 
to retain their property. That valuable 
part ef Newfoundland, fertile in every 

fishery, would, in 
such an event, form a populous district of 
great value to the mother country, not on- 
ly as a fishery, but as it would cultivate a 
coasting navigation, at all times an impor- 
tant object with government. 

And believing firmly, as your Excel- 
lency's memorialists have reason tobelieve, 
a.id have already stated, that our exist- 
ence as a great and independent nation, de- 
pends upon our dominion on the ocean, 
the wise policy of shutting out those na- 
tions now leagued in war against us, from 
a future participation in so important a 
branch of our commerce, can hardly be 
made a question, 

The increased advantages, since the 
commencement of hostilities with Ameri- 
ca, derived to both our import and export 
trade, having now no competitors in the 
foreign market, and what is of the last and 
highest importance, the increase of our 
means to make mariners, while those of 
our enemies must, in the same proportion, 
he crippled, show the wisdom of preserv- 
ing the M vantage ground" we now stand 
upon. And your excellency's memorial- 
ists feel the more urgent in their present 
representation, as the prospect* which 
happily have recently opened in Europe, 
may afford a well grounded hope that the 
time is not very remote when ttegotiations 
may be opened for the return of perma- 
nent peace. 

From the protection afforded to the 
trade of this Island by your Excellency, 
as well as by his Excellency Sir John B. 
Warren, a great number of fishing vessels 
•having gone to Labrador from Nova Sco- 
tia, the number of men employed on the 
Labrador shores thi? season his been dou- 



F:om the proofs your Excellency has 
manifested, durine your Excellency's short 
residence in Newfoundland, of solicitude 
for the prosperity of this trade, and from 
your Excellency'* high character in a 
profession, most justly viewed as th£ 
salvation, as well as admiration, of oppres- 
sed nations, and upon which alone we can 
rely for a continuance of that prosperity, 
your Excllency's memorialists confidently 
hope, that your Excellency will, on your 
return to England, lay this, their humble 
representation, before his majesty's go- 
vernment, and give it that support which 
the high importance of the case demauds^ 

James M ac bb a tbe, Chairman. 
St. John's, NewfmuulUmd, 3fA Nov. 181JL 

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE. . 



— 

AXSWEB of the house to the gove*- 

NOa's SPEECH. 

• ■ 

May if pkasc your Excellency* 

In congratulating you upon your re- 
election by the free and intelligent citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, to the first office 
in their power to bestow, the house of re- 
presentatives regard with the liveliest 
emotions of gratitude, the continued sacri- 
fice of personal inclination, which your 
excellency has again consented to make 
to considerations of pu'.dic good. In this 
event also we perceive with peculiar satis- 
faction, the renewed pledge given by our 
fellow citizens, of their |M»rsevering deter- 
mination to support t ud maintain those 
great principles of public |>olicy, which 
have hitherto characterized your excel- 
lency's administration. 

The subject embraced by the memori- 
als of various towns, presented to the le- 
gislature at its last session, and the report 
of both houses thereon, to which your ex- 
cellency has alluded, although it may 
have lost something of its interest and im- 
portance by the repeal of the most ohnox- 
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cf which they complain, is 
*tlll in many poiuts of view deserving of 
the serions attention of the government 
and people of this commonwealths and of 
all the commercial states. Without coot- 



ting on that course of measures, de- power, and still professing its attachment 



to be regarded by the people of the U nited 
States, with abhorrence f md detestation. 
A recurrence to this sulject, therefore, 
may still be useful and »q lutary, to mark 
the character of an administration still in 



nominated the restrictive system, the 
principles of which have been often dis- 
cusssed and are now well understood, we 
dismiss it with the single remark that we 
believe it to have been in its origin found- 
ed in false pretences, and in its operation 
attended by consequences, pernicious to 
the morals, ruinous to the prosperity, and 
hostile to the best interests of our country. 
Yet, after this system had been tried and 
abandoned, after its inefficacy ha«I become 
perfectly manifest, after it had impover- 
ished the country, after war had been de- 
clared, avowedly, as a substitute ; the act 
of December last was passed, infinitely 
surpassing, in the odiousuess of its fea- 
tures, all which had preceded it. This 
act not only overleaped at once, the limits 
of constitutional authority, but manifested 
an open and undisguised attempt to esta- 
blish an arbitrary despotism, enforced by 
military power, not sanctioned even by 
the forms of legal process, and utterly sub- 
versive of the first principles of civil li- 
berty. What are the high and invaluable 
privileges winch distinguish a free people 
from the slaves of a capricious and arbi- 
trary despotism ? Are they not these; to 
be at all times secure in their persons, 
their property, their dwellings, their pur- 
wits and occupations, to be governed by 
known and equal laws, to be questioned 
and judged only by legal and constitu- 
tional tribunals I Yet how deeply does the 
act in question entrenc 
rights and privileges. After a general 
prohibition of the coasting trade, permis- 
sions were to be given by the president 
to individuals at his pleasure, which must 
necessarily introduce an odious system of 
favouritism. 

Every species of moving property was 
liable to seizure at the caprice of every 
inferior officer. The secret instructions 
of the president to his officers were decla- 
red to have the force and effect of law, 
and might be pleaded as a justification of 
•uch officer, for any act, however outrage- 
ous. Such being the features of the act, 
against which these memorialists raised 
their loudest complaints, although it has 
■•w ceased to operate, it can never cease 



to the cause of liberty ; b » put the people 
more effectually ou their i^uard against fu- 
ture encroachments on tht i\x rights, and to 
prevent the revival of m aasures tending 
to corrupt the morals, to enfeeble the spi- 
rit, to exhaust the resourc es, and to para- 
lyze the industry of the American peo- 
ple. 

At the last session oi the legislature, 
this act was in full o|>erati on. A measure 
of such a character couM not fail of in- 
stantly exciting the attem Jon of the guar- 
dians of the people's rigl»U, even H' tb«ir 
vigilance had not been awakeue«J, and 
their interposition deraanj led, by the nu- 
merous memorials of their constituents. — 
So imminent was the dan| er to the .liber- 
ties and interests of the people, that the 
right, <and even the duty, of the legisla- 
ture x to [ vovide for their n lief and secu- 
rity, was no longer a questit >n. It remain- 
ed only to inquire, as a point of expedi- 
ency, into the time and mode, in which 
such relief should be affords d. After great 
deliberation, aware of the \ longer of rash 
counsels and precipitate measures, they 
contented themselves with, adopting and 
publishing a report, reciting the wrongs 
and injuries of their constit ueuts, the in- 
valuable rights and privil egss, which* 
from the infancy of their commonwealth, 
they had Invariably enjoyed, and still 
ou-:ht to enjoy, their full determination to 
resist and repel, at every hazard, these un- 
< n all these J just aggressions, and to main tain their c* 
sential rights. This may not improperly 
be considered as a solemn appeal to their 
constituents, to their sister states, and the 
world, for the justice (if their complaints^ 
the purity of their motives, and the pro- 
priety and necessity of that course of con- 
duct, which a sense of duty imperiously 
required them to pursue. Thia course 
gave to the people \ 'me for deliberation, 
and to the government, opportunity foj 
reflection and a change of measures. 

We feel, with your excellency, peculiar 
satisfaction in the repeal of the last ob- 
noxious embargo act, and the entire and 
total abandonment of the restrictive sys- 
tem. Whatever may have been the mo* 
tivos to this change of policy, we will not 
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repress the expression of our joy upon the 
occ ision. We regard it as the tacit ac- 
knowledgment of u pernicious error which 
we have uniformly endeavoured to ex- 
pose, and a pledge- that it will not speed- 
ily he repented. We hail it m the har- 
binger Of a better day, auspicious to the 
interests of commerce, so highly, if not 
equally beneficial to every portion of the 
American people, and essential to the re- 
sources of its government. We exult in 
the hope that the effecting lessons of past 
experience will not be lost upon the lend- 
ing members of t\\s general government, 
that more liberal and enlightened views 
will henceforth Actuate their measures, 
that they will mono steadily and uniformly 
regard the generaj interests of the people, 
that they will cej»e to set the interests of 
one portion of the union in opposition to 
those oT another; fhnt they will at length 
perceive that the Rigour of all the parts is 
essential to the regular and healthy ac- 
tion of the whole. 

We coneur with your excellency in 
commending the forbearance and modi a- 
tion which have uniformly been displayed 
by our fellow citizens. Early inspired 
with the love of civil liberty, they are 
equally impressed with the love of order 
and good government, and respect for the 
Jaws. 

They are perfectly aware that the has- 
ty and undirected efforts of individuals, 
in seeking relief even from manifest and 
acknowledged oppression, would not only 
prove fruitless, but tend to brine discredit 
and confempt upon a ciusc, demanding 
united wisdom and combined exertion. — 
But, the love of liberty, whieh animates 
the v p o;»!e of this commonwealth, is not 
the unprincipled licentiousness of those 
■who seek in violence and civil comino- 



explieit to be niisuuderalood. Even be* 
fore war was declared, and when it ap* 
pearetl- in immediate contemplation, the 
house hastened to' lay its decided remon* 
si ranee against that measure before con- 
gress, and it has never ceased to enter its 
solemn protest against its continuance.— 
We can only add that we concur fully 
with our predecessors in the belief that 
this war was neither necessary, justifiable, 
nor politic. We have too much reason 
to believe that it was rashly precipitated, 
at a moment when a short delay would 
have probably removed the only plausible, 
if not the only ostensible causes of com- * 
plaint. Stripping the state papers, iss led 
by the government on that occasion, of 
those circumstances which were introsln- j 
ced merely to heighten their colouring, it 
will readily be perceive*! that the only 
causes relied on, were the orders in coun- 
cil, and the practice of impressment. Up- 
on this last point, it is not to be presumed 
that the congress, or people of the United 



States would have consented to engage 



tion the gratification of their baser pas- 
sion?, but a firm ami unshaken attachment 
to their constitutional rights, regulated 
and secured by wholesome and energetic 
Jaws. Grossly, therefore, do those mis- 
take the character of our citizens, who 
regard their forbearai re ss the result, 
either of that ignorance which cannot dis- 
cern, or that pusillanimity which will not 
protect thi n- essential rights. 

Ths house of representatives still deep- 
ly lr.n;enl, in common with your excel- 
lency, the continuance of the war in 
which we are involved. This house has 
invariably expressed its abhorrence of 
lb!? mrPsTire, in language too strjai^ 



in a war. It had not, for several years, 
been the subject of distinct negotiation. 
No precise demand had been made by 
one government and refused by the other. 
There was no »rreconcileable controversy 
between the two governments, on the 
subject of their relative rights, but the 
difficulty solely arose respecting the mode 
of securing them. Without, therefore, 
discussing this subject, we may venture to 
pronounce the war rash, premature, and 
unjustifiable on this ground, when it is 
manifest that the two governments had 
come to no issue upon w hich it was expe- 
dient for us to resort to the hazards of 
war, or upon which we could conscien- 
tiously appeal to the God of armies to 
smile on our cause. The existence of 
the orders in council, therefore, may be 
considered as the only plausible pretext 
upon which the American people would 
have tolerated a declaration of war. But 
we are constrained to believe, that, at 
the moment when war was thus declared, 
the American cabinet had reason to anti- 
cipate the speedy revocation of those or- 
ders, which was "in fact almost simultane- 
ous with the declaration of war. if ad not 
the American government, therefore rush- 
ed into a state of war with such premature 
impetuosity, may we not believe that our 
beloved country would have been rescued 
from the disgrace and calamities, the? bur- 
dees and sufferings which we have e?ml«- 
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red, and which tare still rapidly accumu- 
lating. Wc have, therefore, no hesitation 
in expressing our firm conviction, that as 
men governed by the dictates of moral 
principle, it is still our duty to abstain 
from every voluntary act which would 
give aid and encouragement to the prose- 
cution of the war. We shall, however, 
cheerfully concur in any measure which 
may be thought expedient, solely for de« 
fensive purjioses, nnd which may become 
necessary in consequence of the criminal 
negligeuee of the general government, to 
employ those means, which the constitu- 
tion has placed in their bands, to provide 
for the common defence, and general wel- 
fare of tbe people. 

We indulge some hopes, mingled how- 
ever with many doubts and fears, that 
peace may soou be restored to our sutler- 
big and bleeding country j that peace, so 
anxiously desired by all classes of its 
citizens. This hope is in some degree 
Strengthened by the unexpected and un- 
exampled change which has recently ta- 
ken place in the political relations of the 
powers of Europe. Notwithstanding the 
manifest danger of being involved in the 
politics and quarrels of Europe, we are ap- 
prehensive that onr relations have been 
too intimately combined with those of 
one of the contending powers. We will 
not say that our government have been 
in alliance w ith that of France ; but we 
cannot avoid perceiving that they are 
pursuing similar objects by similar mean 
and have co-operated in fact if not in 
form. The commercial restrietvons of 
America kept pace with the continental 
jystera of France, and was in fact aban- 
doned when that system was destroyed. 
Neither have we forgotten that war was 
declared by America at the moment when 
Bonaparte was collecting his countless 
myriads in the north, to burst like a tor- 
rent upon the only civilized nation of con- 
tinental Europe, that dared to resist his 
power and assert her independence. But 
the failure of this effort, we trust, will 
prove equally auspicious to our country 
and the world, equally grateful to the pa- 
triot and the philanthropist. With the 
highest satisfaction, therefore, we embrace 
this occasion to congratulate your excel- 
lency npoo the entire prostration of that 
monstrous military despotism, which had | 
so long trampled upon the rights and at 
length threatened the total annihilation of 
Jfc UMta o( civilized society. 



Upon this subject we can scarcely com- 
mand language to express our feelings. 
During many years, we tod witnessed ilie 
accumulating and despotic power of the 
French Emperor, with emotions oi terror 
and dismay. We had seen him com ; idj* 
a greater physical force fhan was ever h«K 
fore cencent rated to a single object, an led 
by the means of seduction and the arts of 
intrigue, actuated by no jrrinciples but those 
of boundless ambition, Pursuing his rapid 
career of conquest witi unrelenting vioy 
lenee, until the independence of Europe 
seemed nearly prostrate at bis feet. Vet 
within the short period of eighteen mouths 
the power of Bonaparte, once so formidable 
and so terliflc has l>ceu subverted" nnd 



that man is now a harmless exile, w 
had so long beeu the scdtirge of nations. 
Although we cannot cou&mplate without 
melancholy emotions, the immeasurable 
waste of human life, which so short a |K> 
riod of time has produced, yet in the 
event we think we may discern the sig- 
ual interposition of a wise, merciful and 
overruling Providence, for thepunishmc nt 
of lawless ambition, the protection of hit 
suffering creatures, and the restoration of 
peace and tranquility to I fie world. 

Any further commuiacations which 
your Excellency may be pleased to make, 
will be received by the House of Repre- 
sentatives with respectful deference, and 
acted upon with all the piomptues which 
their importance may del nund. 

In the House of /? preventatives, June 4* 
1814. 

R' ad and accept rd — 
TIMO. JsIGEL 4 OW,S/k«/.<t 



From 



the Providaicc American. 
DESLLroav be f arks. 
The roost intelligent poli iiclnns entertaiu 
a diversity of opinion on t jie effects which 
the re-establishment of tl fe Bourimns and 
a general peace in Euroj b, would probn 
bly iiroduceon the affairs of this country. 
Some believe that these e* rents would, fill i- 
mately, operate to our advantage, inas- 
much as we have infinite! y more to dread 
from 'be unprincipled an fdtion of Kona 
par e, than from the prepoi (derance of pow 
er Great l>ritain would \ r able to main 
tain in Europe; while oth< »rs contend that 
they would have n tend* licy to prolong 
♦be war, by increasing t he power, and 
consequently, the demand of our en i% n»y. 
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Without any disclosure of our feelings, on 
* this subject, wis frankly confess ourselves 
the supporters uf the latter opinion, which 
we are emboldened to avow, not only from 
» conviction of its correctness, but from 
^flte sanction whivh enlightened politicians 
have given it 

It will be readily admitted, that the re- 
establishment of Bourbons, and a general 
peace in Europe, would greatly augment 
the power and resources of Britian. She 
wouldceaae to drctad the power of France, 
after her sceptre shall have passed into the 
hands of the pacific liourlions. When 
once France cea ies to be a military nation, 
the ceases to be * powerful oue. By mar- 
tial exploits has her power been obtained, 
and by them it must be (icrpetuated. A 
iinowledge of tins disposition of Louis 
authorized the belief, that, during hi* reign, 
this source of ipowcr would be neglected; 
tlnrt the civic' virtues would he filtered, 
while 44 war's v 1st art'' would fail to be stu- 
«fied or admirec*!. We have nut expressed 
this belief in derogation of the claims of 
the Bourbons ; ?ut merely to help us to the 
conclusion, tha: should they be re-instated, 
Great Britain would, for many years, be 
exempted from, the salutary checks of a 
rival nation.— r\ sentiment of gratitude, 
combined" wit! i the suggestions of pru- 
dence, would ii cpel Louis to court the alli- 
ance and culti /ate the friendship, of Bri- 
tain, until at lea hi his government could be 
permanently eg tablished: His policy would 
be assimilated rath here, and his councils 
regulated by lu r edicts. In fine, France 
would stand in the same relation to Bri- 
tain, as the frag: Je ivy to the sturdy oak. 

The commei*cial prospects of Britain 
would be great ly extended, and her avi- 
dity for monopr Jy increased. She would 
be able to direct : her whole disposable land 
and naval fore e against this defenceless 
and much expo <ed country. 

The victory* is legions of Lord Welling- 
ton would be u j employed. Their servi- 
ces would not I >e necesary to the support 
of a peace estal dishment, and it would be 
dangerous to db Jiand them, for Uiey could 
not, after being familiarized with the fero- 
city and the di; i of war, relish the dull pur- 
suits of civil 1 ifc — Great Britain would 
not disband thiem; she would maintain 
them for any c« inflict she might be destin- 
ed to endure. 

The suggest' ion is not unfrecroent, that 
without counti i ig the chances. We cannot 
expect from tlu er wisdom a relief from the 



these veterans will be traus ported to tins 
country, not only to repel tlie invasion of 
Canada, but to harrass and despoil. Great 
Britain, with such immense forces at herdis- 
|>osaI, could do us irreparable injury ; She 
could, by a rigid blockade, annihilate our 
commerce, and, by predatory incursions, 
alarm and impoverish our ctizens. — She, 
probably, would make distinctions in fa- 
vour of certain sections of the Union, 
which would give rise to sectional animo- 
sities and prevent the concentration Of any 
efficient military force. She would he 
enabled to carry on the war a't a trifling 
expense, while we, already impoverished, 
would be obliged to resort to additional 
Loans and Taxes. 

Great Britain will never attempt the 
conquest of this country, for she knows 
full well that there is a spirit in the Ame- 
rican people, derived from their fathers, 
which though it may be depressed, can- 
not lie subdued. .She knows the force 
and the elasticity of this spirit, for she 
cannot have forgotten the revolution, 
wheu excited by real— not fictitous inju- 
ries — it animated and pervaded the bieaut 
of an undivided people. 

If C reat Britain is actuated by a retali- 
atory spirit, she has it abundantly in her 
power to chastise the pusillanimity of our 
rulers in declaring war against her, when 
she was magnanimously struggling for her 
national existence — a war which made ns 
virtually the ally of the 44 supereminent* 
Napoleon, and ranked republican America 
among the abettors of a fool and relentless 
tyranny. Is it probable lliat a proud and 
imperious foe, instigated by revenge, and 
maddened by injuries, will treat us very 
leniently, when they have the power to 
make our follies and our crimes* 4 back on 
our selves recoil.** — Siuce the American 
Eagle pounced, with cowardly avidity, 
on the British Lion, when beset with toils, 
will that Lion, now majeatick in strength 
and power, be so magnanimous as to spare 
the Eagle, when he has lost 44 the tcrrotir 
of his beak and the lightning of his eye f 
No ! we caunot recognize magnanimity at 
a national v irtue; it may dignify the breast 
of au individual, but seldom is found in the 
cabinet of Princes. 

To a humiliating state cf dependence 
on the forbearance of an exasperated foe» 
have our infatuated rulera reduced us. 
They have rashly involved us in difficul- 
ties from which they have not abilities to 
extricate i». They have cast the die 
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burdens we may be called upon to endure, 
or a repose from those alarms we may be 
destined to experience.— The time at 
which they declared war, the circumstan- 
ces which attended its declaration, and 
have accompanied its progress, united 
with the profligacy and improvidence with 
which it has been conducted, combine to 
prove the incompetency of our rulers, 
and to enforce the necessity of their speedy 
removal. 

The people possess a redeeming power; 
they, only, can rescue the country from im- 
pending ruin. Let them, therefore, no 
longer confide in men who abuse and de- 
ceive them- let them forget the petty 
distinction of party, and, with one voice, 
pronounce the irrevocalife sentence, Which 
sin II remand to the shades of privacy, a 
corrupt administration, freighted with the 
execrations of a betrayed and indignant 
peonle. Let them appoint men in their 
stead, who can aeeountish h s|>eedy and 
honourable peace by negotiation or the 
•word. 



FROM THE EVENING 

Cursory remarks.— CerUm editors have af- 
fected to make a distinction between British 
and American federalists ; whether they are 
ilncere In their distinction, I neither know nor 
care . for myself, I consider all such pretences 
mere " springes to catch woodcocks," but that 
there actually exist a set of men among the 
democratic party, who are, at least, as much 
attached to the French emperor as to the 
American president, I have no doubt. In this 
ds*; of people I have always considered the 
principal democratic editors, and especially 
hhn who conducts the paper called the Boston 



prominent characters who earned on the revolu- 
tion. The legion of honour inablidn-d by Bo- 
naparte, is recognized in ulj their miiiiarv 'digni- 
ties. And above all, Talleyrand (the director 
of the whole business,) is retained in the hichcrt 
office of the government. Will any man%av. 

What their original controversy precisely 
was, and what the motives which actuated the 
authors of the revolution, I shall not trouble 
myself to inquire ; we should probably never 
agree in our conjectures ; for it could amount 
to no more, at last ; but tliat what they have 
obtained is neither more nor less in substance, 
than the English constitution, is not to be de- 
nied— « limited monarchy— the best govern- 
ment, I have no doubt, that the people of' 
France can ever he brought under. That 
those Who have clamoured, till they became 
hoarse, against the British government as the 
worst in existence, should so suddenly turn 
about and impliedly admit it to be the best, 
because it was the original object" of the 
*rench revolution, as they arc now ph ased 
to assert, is not so much to be wondered at. 
hut that the obtaining it should now be ascri- 
bed to Bonaparte, is, I confess, a stretch of 
stupid effrontery for which 1 was not prepared. 
By the same process of rearming. American 
independence ought to he ascribed to Bur. 
goyne and Coruwallis, and these two generals 
consequently to become the objects of our 
gratitude and admiration. 

That the French constitution, as now settled 
h in substance only the English constitution,, 
in all its great features, is c. rUin and obvious. 

The Executive power in each, is vested in 
a hereditary monarch; who possesses the same 



"""""us uie paper called the Boston wu.-iarcn ; who possesses the same 

Chronicle. In the last number of this paper jP 1 * 110 ^™ « bota, of arresting a bill in its 
now lying before me, I find a curious article' J passa * e » b 7 nls *'•'<». or negative: A power 
entitled »■ Summary remarks on the great events lbom ** though possessed in England, is n ^ 
?n t ranee." The object of the writer is to Ver exercis «d. 

^ncile himself, and readers of the same t The ,e S isl *^e power is vested, equally, in 
a«cnption with himself, to the present state! *»* «"«"rl*. »' two bods,; 0 ," parliament; 
^afia rs m France, and to preserve still their j a on tue other; and the 

^pect and attachment to Bonaparte. 1 lower possessing exclusively the right oforMn- 

S^SifISSV he) , ha f effecte,i the pur,,o-» ,aliD ? mone y bills. This lower house is chosen 

m de di,. r£j£« r K obnVd 1 1 T> 0t C V 61 ' ^ >'™ ; ° ,e »— 
i ^knowledge a right, which the king slain Imd < 8ist< of a ^reditary nobility. 

JJrt aHoH -tuatthVK^: - ia ^ -^red indepeiKlent of either of th. 

^^i/n^ Theyh^j^rlwan^. The trial by jury i„ France 
ffUls L 'ulZ a ^irfirrt views, hut they is conl.ned to criminal cases, but in England 
^^^^p,^ of the m Jt extends to civil as well as crimLi as to^ 
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policy of which crteuaon, however, many 
sound lawyers have expressed serious doubts. 

Such are the great outlines of both the En- 
■glish aud French constitutions. The Americau 
also possess the same tiiree grand divisions 
of power forming what is commonly called 
the balance of power; but with additions, 
revisions, improvement, and correction. 

For instance ; our legislative branch equally 
consists of two bouses ; both, however, elec- 
ted by the people ; the lower for two instead 
of live or seven, and the upper for six years. 

Our Judiciary is also apointed for life, and 
was supposed to be independent of the other 
two branches ot goverment : as doubtless was 
intended by the constitution it should be ; but 
Thomas Jefferson, by a sort af chevizance, 
discovered a method or acorn pbsltiog its de- 
struction, at the pleasure of the other two 
"branches, by removing the othcc from the 
man, who, thereupon, ceasing to have any 
-duties to perform, could no more, as was by 
the said Thomas contended, be an officer, than 

man could be a tenant after the tenement 
was s wal lowed up by an earthquake. Wheth- 
er this is an improvement in the method of 
securing the Judiciary in the tenure of his 
office or freehold, I must leave to men more 
JcaniKd in the laws than I am, to determine. 

Lastly, the Executive power, which, in 
"France and England, as we have seen, is 
vested in a kiugfor life and his heirs after him, 
U here, vested ra a president of Virginia for 
four years at a time, wheu for form's sake 
another election is held, vesting it in him for 
four years more, with remainder over to the 
next president being an inhabitant and resi- 
dent of the same state of Virginia, in fee, to 
bim aud his successors forever, according as 
may be agreed on at a caucus held at the 
city of Washington once in four years. Ilow 
tar also tubs mctliod of vesting the executive 
power in a Virginia president, is prefera- 
ble to the mctliod of disposing of the same 
power in France and England, I likewise leave 
to others more kuowing in such matters than 
myself. All I shall say is, that I do not be- 
lieve the Emperor Alexander or any of the 
allied powers, whatever some people may 
think and say, will ever seriously go to war 
with Great Britaiu because she is uot disposed 
to conform her government exactly to our 
*>wn. And thus end my speculations for this 



ODE. 

TO THE STIK1T OP WASHINGTON. 

Sung at the atmiversarv of the Washington 
nevolent Society, in Boston, on the 20th vit. 
Tcke — " Ye mariners of England." 

Descend, thou hallow'd spirit, 
And guard our native land ; 
Where ev'ry fiend of faction roam". 
And discord wares her brand. 
Oh ! where has fled the patriot fire, 
That learnt from thee to glow? 
On our shore, seen do more, 

•CHORUS. 

While the storms of faction blow. 
While weakness o'er our councils sways. 
And the storms of faction blow. 

Yet still one supplication. 

We humbly daro to frame ; 

Oh! bless this filial band, that wears 

Thy consecrated name ! 

For here thy sacred mera'ry lives, 

Here grateful bosoms glow. 

And thy name lights a flame, 

CHOBl'S. 

Though the storms of taction blow, 

Tho* the darkest clouds our country tfhade. 

And the storms of faction blow. 

Should any brave our rarapircs 

With cannon-studded fleets ; 

Or iron-serried arms invade 

Our native sweet retreats — 

Then Washington, our rally iug word. 

Shall urge us on the foe ; 

In the fight, we'll unite, 

CHORUS. 

No invading war we wage, 

But bail, ncret peacb! thy blest return 

To hush basc/actum'* rage. 

HYMN. 

Tes»— " OM Hundred." 
On Europe's realms of mournful fame, 
Through deepest gloom, lo ! freedom break* ; 
And millions rise to aiW? HW name, 
Who justly chides, but ne'er forsakes. 

Th' oppressor's cruel arm is stay'd, 

The floods of ruin backward roll ; 

He, whom whole nations late obey'd, * 

Humbled, deplores God's high control. 

Almighty power! we own thy grace, 
Oft interpos'd to save our race s 
From thee have sprung our blissful days ; 
By thek wc live, to hope and praise. 

Through him, thy roercie* we have seen, 
Whose public worth and holy life, 
Have still our shield and safety been. 
From lawless rule, and civil strife. 
From him our virtues may we learn, 
Way his example trace our path ; 
And may we yel thy blessings earn. 
And yet escape thine awful wrath 
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OUR PRESENT PROSPECTS. — The f-toruia 

of war have at length ceased in Europe. 
\There the loud din of arms bad been 
beard for more than twenty years ; where 
men, had warred with such lonir a?>d dead I v 
strife that they seemed almost ** by na- 
ture foes,* the silence of peace, and all the 
cordialities of kindness and good will pre* 
vail. The ambition of one no longer gives 
tne impulse to the conduct of nations 
The Interest of all the whole f*«ilj <* 
nations, to now the noble, the only excite- 
ment to exertion. To do good, the utmost 
possible good, is the purpose of the chi val- 
ric sovereigns who have freed the world 
from bondage. It is the fashion, the ruling 
passion of the age in which we live. Li- 
berty has been restored to Europe; the 
tears of humanity and the blood of inno- 
cence have ceased to flow ; the smile, the 
happiness and the certainty of repose, 



have become universal ; that moment 

which Witnessed the overthrow of Napo- 1 lht . suM ha3 brPn redeemed 
leon Bonaparte, witnessed the restoration n0|ie j 3 t hi^ sorrow more deeply felt, than 
of man to dignity and happiness! Earth | , )f inogc wnora Hdelightcth the jnople to 



had abandoned the family of nations, the 
cause of human nature itself, and with 
Ihe shade of our banners, endeavoured 
to intercept the last beam of hope that 
cheered the champions of liberty, the sal 
lant heroas of universal Christendom. And 
now, we stand alone, the only mourners 
at the grave of a tyrant s power. The 
voices of all the powers of Europe are 
poured in one joyful, swelling peal of 
£;ra1il<*!e and praise to the giver of all 
good, for this great deliverance. It rise* 
from the palace and the cottage with 
equal fervour; in Spain and in Russia, in 
Portugal and Germany. In Holland, in 
Switzerland, in Italy, in Prussia, it has 
nised man from the dust, and made him 
free. Even in France, in France be- 
yond all other countries, is the joy sincere 
and universal. Man feels himself restored ; 
the wn«mi« of humanity are healed; liberty 
and justice are estahlul 
is rescued from tyranny and war, and 
blood and desolation. We have seen the 
hand of the God who is powerful to save! 
Bat of all the nations of the earth, iu the 
United States alone are beard the groans 
of disappointment, the mnrraurings of 
blasphemous discontent. In the United 
Slates! among a people professing devo- 
tion to liberty, to justice, to morality, to 
religion, in the United States alone, is 
;ere expressed or felt a deep sorrow that 

And by 



rejoiced, ami the eternal purposes of Ilea 
ven were fulfilled, when the strength of 
that wretched, dreadful being, whose cause 
the United States had espoused, was wi- 
thered by the power of the Almighty! 
And now, what is our condition ? we have 



honour! They who have almost ruined 
their own country, mourn, and weep, ;«r>d 
jruash their teeth in agony, because the 
human race have heen restored to all the 
means of temporal felicity. And why 
do they mourn? because aft ther pro- 



Mt a friend, not an afly em earth. Wejj ect6 are abated; all their high raised 



Digitized by Google 



4)0 



THE EXAMINER. 



hopes arc disappointed : else, why should 
they weep ? People of the United States! 
Will you not be convinced now? When 
you behold the tortures of the wretches, 
because the power of France is circura- 



the regular course of justice, he, restored 
to his understanding, will now be able to 
exclaim, this I have suffered, that the pro- 
jects or a detested tyrant might be aided. 
When the merchant sees his ships rotting 



scribed and balanced, will you ask for at the 



what 



f, and his stores empty, he too 



more proof that they were French while 
France was a despotism? When you be- 
hold them writhing in affliction because 
Bonaparte has ceased to scourge mankind, 
will you ask for proof, that he and 
(Aru were alike, that his plans and their 
plans, his hopes and their hopes, were the 
same? When here, in our very streets, 
where they once rejoiced at the triumphs 
of Napoleon, we behold even Frenchmen 
exulting at the restoration of peace, hap- 
piness, and the Bourbons* while Madiso- 
nianism mutters the curses of disappoint- 
ment, why will you ask for more proof? 
Surely there has prevailed over our coun- 
try not merely a French influence; but a 
Bonapartean, a despotic influence, encoura- 
ged and supported by the hope and the as- 
surance, that with -bit ^aid^Jbis followers 
anient become as absolute here as he in 
France. Mark their sympathies with the 
blasphemous boaster, the shallow fool, the 
heart stricken coward, vain- and oppressive 
in prosperity, base and abject in adversity ! 
Mark every Madisonian spoutcr, every 
hireling journal, and you will see how 
anxious they are to preserve, now that 
his power is extinct, the little they can of 
his perishing fame : and then ask, if you 
can, for stronger proof of their souls' union 
with the pestilence of these dreadful days. 
Rejoice, that we have escaped from the 
friends of Napoleon, from the self con- 
fessed, convicted, sobbing friends of the 
fallen tyrant We know them now ! Our 
knowledge is dearly purchased; but let 
us console ourselves that it is worth the 
price. When the southern planter looks 
at his cotton, his rice, bis tobacco, his 
wheat, dead on his hands, himself in- 
volved iu embarrassments, his estate pro- 
tected only by laws which have stopped 



will be able to tell how much has been 
saerificed in aid of the relentless ambition 
of the bumbled tyrant. • When yearly, for 
ever, the taxgatherer shall present himself 
at every door in these United States, the 
whole people shall be reminded that their 
estates have been pledged to- defray the 
expences of a baffled and disgraced at- 
tempt to rivet the fetters of bondage upon 
the nations of Europe, to " close the gates 
of mercy on mankind f The day of retri- 
bution is at hand ; the cup of iniquity has 
been filled, filled with poison, and to over- 
flowing. We have ourselves sustained 
the arm, which raised it to our lips, but 
the hand of the Almighty hath dashed it 
from us, for ever. 

Had this unfortunate war never, beep 
declared,.or had it ceased when the orders 
m council were revoked, how different,, 
how delightful would have been our pros- 
pects, how happy our condition! And we 
can all see now, how wise were the coun- 
sels of those sages and patriots, who wish* 
ed and strove so ardently for the restora- 
tion of peace. They were called friends 
of Great Britain, because tbey could per- 
ceive neither the necessity nor benefit of 
a war; because they knew that our exer- 
tions could in no degree control the result 
of the European struggle; because they 
wished our country to increase in popula- 
tion, ami wealth and strength, while other 
nations were exhausting their power. 
Alas ! the soundest patriotism, the deepest 
wisdom, were scouted as crimes, and the/ 
words of truth and soberness turned into 
moral treason. They were hooted as 
enemies of their country, whose counsels 
would have saved us from those dreadful 
evils, from which there seems now hardly 
a possibility of escape. The lying spirit 
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*hich deluded the king of Israel to his 

ruin, was not more successful, than those 
execrable calumnies which have been be- 
lieved, and those pernicious counsels 



after the soundest arguments have been 
exhausted in vain. 

Much, and unnecessarily and wickedly 
H9 this administration has persisted in con- 



which have been followed, by the infatu- tinning the war, while a hope of 



ated people of these United States! 

Had the fall of Bonaparte found us at 
peace, it would also have found us rich, 
happy, and powerful ; and our condition 
free from the dansrer of change. 

But it has found us at war, poor, dis- 
contented and weak : the only hope of 
change resting upon the moderation, the 
justice, the magnanimity of our enemies, 



parte's resuscitation remained, I have no 
doubt they now wish for peace. Some 
believe not, I know. But mad, as I think 
Mr. Madison, 1 cannot doubt that he now 
pants for peace. How can it be other- 
wise? Without men, without money, with- 
out credit, without revenue, and without 
Napoleon, can he be so mad, as yet to 
wish war? With the prospect of half the 



and the regard and affection which may j British navy on our coasts, Wellington's 
be entertained for us, by the friends of our 
enemies; by the enemies of the tyrant 
whom they have destroyed, and whose 
fell we mourn. It has found our country 
distracted with dissentions; our people 
loaded with taxes; our possessions mort- 
gaged for debts which can never be paid 
and our national credit resting upon the 
solvency and punctuality of Jacob Bar- 
ker! It has found our sea coast defenc 
less ; our territorial frontiers ravaged - y our 
armies destroyed by sickness, climate and 
defeat; our military character disgraced 
and despised ; it ha9 found us in every 
respect, save our once detested but gallant 
navy, every thing we ought not to be, 
nothing that we ought to be! Without 



army in our country, the savages return- 
ing to the charge, the slaves in a state of 
insurrection, can he be so bent on our 
utter, irretrievable ruin, as vet to wish a 
continuance of the war. If he is, it would 
be difficult to decide whether he has a 
greater title to a place in a lunatic hos- 
pital or a state's prison. I know that the 
dreadful little grey man, the cause of all 
we have RuflVrod and are to 
much in the situation of poor 
ganti, 

" Sad state of matters, when we dare 
Nor ask for peace, nor oflfct war." 

But peace he wishes now. It is impossi- 
ble it should be otlierwise. 

Will he be able to obtain a peace ? If 



friends abroad, without strength, without he be, how overwhelming will be the con- 
wisdom, without hope, at home. And what viction, that we ought never to have bad 
is worst of all, it has found us worshipping * war • *f ne should not, wliat a train of 



the maniacs who have reduced us to this 
degradation and sufferings and cursing t^e 
wisdom which would have enabled us to 
avoid them. It has even found us re- 
sentful against those who hoped by repre- 
senting the truth, to persuade the people 
to abandon a course so assuredly destruc- 
tive. 

I do fear that such a people have to 



induced to abandon the paths of error add 
delusion. Experience may convia»;e tficm, 



horrible calamities has this wretched being 
prepared for his country ! 

If an honorable peace cannot be obtain? 
ed ; if peace and submission and disgrace 
are not to be separated ; if we must have 
all or none, one advantage at least will 
follow : the body of the nation will be ci* 
abled to see, that the same band of patriots 
who deplored the declaration of an im- 



suffer much and long before they will be necessary, and detested the continuance 



of a wicked war, will be as firm in eu|>- 
porting by toft and blood, their country * s 
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rights, ft g they have been earnest, by the 
exertions of wisdom, to preserve its pros- 
pert*}- from withering in Madisonian hands. 

There is now an awful pause in the af- 
Oiirs of our country ; and it cannot be 
better employed than in considering the 
new duties to which we may be called. 

I shall now give to my readers the sen- 
timents of the honourable Mr. Hanson, 
editor of the Federal Republican. They 
are worthy of that honest and intrepid 
champion of his country's rights and ho- 



curing, a 3 ll icy do, all classes of citizen? 
in the enjoyment of their rights and liber- 
ties. Our own blessed republic excepted, 
we think it the best government ever yet 
devised since civil societies were first 
framed. The French people, after trying 
various imperfect forms of government, 
have now adopted that of England for 
their model. But much as we respect the 
people of England, applaud their valour, 
and admire their free institutions, if they 
do not, or pretend not to know the charac- 
ter of the federal party, they will soon re- 
ceive the most decisive demonstrations of 
their undiv ided devotion to their own form 
of government and the soil that gave them 
birth. Courageous, just and honourable, 
the federalists would disdain to demand 
what they would not grant to a foreign na- 
tion, and would die in the last ditch before 
they would yield their honour or their 
contemned for the very close resemblance j rights. They are juxt y therefore will nc- 
it bears to the tone of our jacobin priuts ver support a war waged for a profitable 
towards the English guveounenf. wrong or a doubtful right. Since the re- 

Whether addressed to the American 



" The English prints have* of late, in- 
dulged in language towards this country, 
not only unworthy of the great cause in 
which their government has acted a dis- 
tinguished and leading part, but altogether 
coulemptible, and to be despised for the 
little, low, malicious and vindictive spirit 
which it evinces. It is the more to be 



people collectively, or to either of the 
great parties into which they are divided, 
this style of menace ami denunciation 
will be alike unavailing. Blows and not 
words, decide contests between nations 
when the sword is drawn. If their coun- 
try is disposed, able and prepared to strike 
—let them strike— % on Macduff. If they 
are disposed to forbear to strike, and mag- 
nanimously to give us an honourable and 
advantageous treaty, let them do it with a 
good grace, in a manner that will " bless 
him that giveth and him that receiveth." 

** We admire the British nation, we 
entertain a jr-st sense of the benefits they 
have contributed bo largely to confer upon 
niankind, by their recent glorious and suc- 
cessful struggle ajraiust the desolating ty- 
rant of Europe. We say too, with Mr. 
Pinckney, in spite of the senseless uproar 
to be raised by the friends of anarchy and 
licentiousness, we feel a becoming admi- 
ration for her political institution, se- 



pcul of the orders in council, they arc free 
to say they do not even think the point 
we are contending for, a doubtful right — 
they consider and pronounce it a positive 
wrong. They think the party in power 
ought to abandon a pretension so flagrantly 
unjust as the protection of foreign subjects 
against the claims of their own govern- 
ment. Tliey believe now it will be aban- 
doned. If it is not, except as far as the 
constitution and the laws of the country 
enjoin, they will give no sort of support 
to the war. Herein they have uniformly 
evinced and will continue to manifest 
their strong and unalterable sense of im- 
partial justice. If, however, Great Bri- 
tain, with whom they have ever desired 
and struggled to preserve the relations of 
amity and peace, shall in the moment of 
triumph, presume to impose upon their 
country degrading terms of accommoda- 
tion, the federalists, as one man, will op- 
pose all their power to the enemy, and 
glory in throwing themselves into the gaur 
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They could tfo more avoid such a course, 
thau their nature would have permitted 
ihern to receive quietly the yoke destined 
for their necks when this unfortunate war 
was first declared, They do nothing from 
rashness, passion and prejudice. They 
decide after'deliberation. The principles 
of justice are always carried with tbem in 
their deliberations, and enter into their 
decisions. Having decided, they remain 
immoveable. Of the grounds of the dis- 
pute between the two countries, they en* 
tertain and have long 9i/iee distinctly i 
avowed their clear and deckled judgment. 
To It they will adhere faithfully and stead 
frstly. Arguments cannot alter it, force 
•annot make them abandon it. But if the 
British government injudiciously or pre 
sumptuously change those grounds and 
convert a good into a bad cause, we em- 
brace unhesitatingly the cause that be- 
comes good. In a wow!, let what language 
may be used by the English essayists, let 
what pretensions may be set up by their 
government, we will maintain the rights 
and the honour of the nation. When using 
the expression, honour of the nation, we 
mean always to be understood as separating 
the honour of the country from that of 
the faction in power. The illustration is 
simple. The honour of the country is not 
implicated in the pretension set up by Mr. 
Madison to protect foreigners and yet he 
cannot yield that pretension without dis- 
honouring his administration. Upon this 
question, will ever be separated, the ho- 
nour of the country and the honour of the 
administration. We throw out of view 
entirely the folly, the wickedness and cor- 
ruption which plunged the country into its 
present lamentable and forlorn condition 
and look only to the rights and honour of 
the nation. To these we will cling— to 
these we will cleave closer, and yet more 
closely the more they are endangered. U 
all the powers of Europe were confede- 
rated to destroy our independence, and 
strip us of our rights, we would abandon 



nothing from expedience. Conquer and 
colonise, but count on nothing for capitu- 
lation. This would be the language of a 
federal administration having justice and 
right on their side. Their conduct would 
he in unison with the same unalterable 
sentiments if any insolent attempt were 
made to interfere with our internal go- 
vernmeat. It is absurd to suppose the 
English government, as i in potently mena- 
ced by the Halifax writers, will require as 
a preliminary stipulation to a peace, the 
| dismissal of Mr. Madison from office. Not 
that any arguments, at. this late day, are 
necessary fo*convince us of the necessity 
of such an event to bring back concord, 
prosperity and good government ; but it is 
a question for the American people alone 
to decide.—We will support the president 
of the people's choiee against all measures 
of illegal domestic violence, or foreign 
force. We believe Great Britain desires 
peace, if she does not, we have no alterna- 
tive hut war. If she do, and it crfnnot be 
obtained by reason of the ttimiw.Wy, jnsi r 
cerity and blind folfy oTour rulers, she 
must then judge for herself, of the measure 
of punishment which her power will ena- 
ble her to inflict upon these maniacs, and 
the still more deranged people who sup- 
port them. In this event, though the in- 
nocent must suffer with the guilty, we shall 
not regret a single blow that is struck — 
the harder the better. If the jveople have 
really lost their senses, and they are only 
to be restored by blows, the harder and the 
oflener (hey are repeated the better, for the 
ler will the remedy have the effect. 
We had better die than be kept in this 
lingering state of torment. We pant for 
peace If not to be had because not want- 
ed by our rulers, the enemy w ill serve 
themselves and render the virtuous por- 
tion of this people a service by carrying 
on as vigorous a war as they have demon- 
strated in Europe their power to wage. 
Full one year longer has this war lasted 
already, than it would have lasted if car* 
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ried on by one party as it might have been, 
being conducted by the other, as it has 
been. 



fcOVAL EDUCATION THE CROWN PRINCE. 

Letter frottt His Rmfal Hi^hmss tht Prince 
Royal ofSwcdui, lo Baron dc Cctla heUm. 

I have solicited the king to appoint you 
governor to the Prince Oscar, my son, 
and his majesty has granted my request : 
your merit has determined his choice. 

It is for you to form the heart, and de- 
velop the understanding of my soq} his 
favourable disposition will assist you in 
that task. By endeavouring to inculcate 
in him the customs and habits of this 
country, you will satisfy nfyrlesire, which 
is, that his education should be entirely 
Swedish, and the nnt;on will be indebted 
to yon for all the benefits which shall re- 
sult from your attention. 

1 wish you to direct your whole atten- 
tion to inspiring hhn with a habit of ap- 
plication, nod lo teach him to profit by 
the le«sons he may receive. 

will strengthen in his heart the 
sentiments of r« li::ion, morafttyv and k»ve 
«*C J«* laws of the country. 

You will nil Ms mind with the exam- 
ples f.traished by the reigns of good kings, 
aud you will j|so excite in his soul that 
ambition for true glory, which should al- 
wa \ s have for its object the desire of be- 
ing; useful to our fellow creatures, and of 
contributing to their happuiesg. 

At my son's age, the impressions he 
may receive will be preserved during his 
whole life; you must therefore prevent 
him from forming false ideas of what is 
called character; firmness, which forms 
the basis of the character of a prince* can 
never be regarded as a virtue, except 
vrhen property exercised. 

it will be easy to teach him that Ms 
duty should correspond with the feelings 
of his heart, when the relief of the unfor- 
tunate is in question ; and that his bene- 
factions should bear the stamp of magni- 
nimtty, and never that of ostentation or 
prodigality. 

The indigent class of society should 
particularly excite the solicitude of a 
Prince; I wish my soq to be convinced of 
this truth. 

, A Prince should neither be subject to 
fear nor to suspicion ; he ought not to he- 
sitate to expose his own life to in- 



sure the glory and welfare of his country. 
He should judge without passion, ami 
with that dignified calmness which dis- 
tinguishes good Sovereigns. Endeavour, 
Baron, to engrave these principles firmly 
in the heart of my son. 1 entrust him to 
your care at a moment in which he hat? 
docilitj' to receive, and strength to retain 
every opinion conducive to the happiness 
of the Swedish nation. Repeat to him 
without ceasing, that one of the greatest 
curses which Heaven can charge a nation 
is to bestow upon it a weak Prince ; that 
the destruction of states, civil war, and 
the slavery of the people are generally 
the dreadful consequences of the timidity 
of Sovereigns ; that war is the most terri- 
ble evil that can fall upon a state, but that 
there are circumstances in which it is a 
salutary remedy toreeal a nation to energy, 
to make it resume its rneient character, 
and to preserve it from the misfortune of 
losing its name by becoming the province 
of another empire; that when a kingdom 
is thus menaced, and cannot avoid disgrace 
without having recourse to arms, the 
Prince is no longer master of his choice; 
he must hazard and undertake all to main- 
tain the independence of Ins country ; that 
those are the moments in which t he enegy 
of his soul is developed, and in which lie 
ought to be surrounded by men o»f probity 
and courage, whatever may be t heir po- 
litical principles: his grand object being 
the salvation of his country, the true me- 
thod to obtain it is to proceed united 
against him who oppresses it. 

You must instruct my son not to place 
his confidence in the indiscreet or the 
prodigal ; the former will betray him from 
vanity, the latter from venality. 

Religion, history, geography, statistics, 
mathematics, writmg, drawing, and bodily 
exercises, will form the basis of my sWa 
instructions during two years, after which 
period I shall entreat the king's permis- 
sion that he may pursue another method. 

The study of religion leads to that of 
an amiable and beneficient morality; you 
will instil it into the mind of my son. He 
oufht to be acquainted with the history 
of all nations, but in presenting this study, 
you should make him direct his princi- 
pal atention to their government and 
laws, and to the influence of those upon 
morals and public happiness. The art o£ 
war should most essentialy fix the ftvi'jhf 
of my son, and your attention,. 
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A prince of oar days mast be a gene- 
ral; the terrible consequence of opposing 
«a general, responsible towards his master, 
to a chief who decides every thiug for 
himself, has already been seen; you must 
then early accustom my eon to brave the 
seasons, and exert his strength, in order 
that a sedentary life may not hereafter 
influence his actions and manner of think- 
ing. 

Journeys among the mountains, in mines, 
swimming and horsemanship, are the ex- 
ercises which call forth energy of soul, by 
recalling the idea of war and of danger, 
which ought always to be present in or- 
der to lie familiar. The study of geogra- 
phy should be. constantly followed by sta- 
tistics,, and principally those of Sweden. 
My son must be made acquainted with 
statistics, in the most trifling details, that 
he may have a just idea of the resources 
of the kingdom, and be prevented from 
trusting to illusions dangerous to the peo- 
ple ant! to him. I desire that this part of 
his instruction may not be limited merely 
to arithmetical calculations: as it is ne- 
cessary that he sliould understand this 
perfectly, it will be best engraven on his 
memory by travelling, and by conversing 
with well-informed men of every condition. 
In the provinces the peasants and enlight- 
ened cultivators of the canton he may vi- 
sit, will convey to him notions upon the 
fertility of the soil, the nature of its pro- 
ductions, the price of provisions, and the 
taxes with which the lands are rated, «fcc. 
Arc. In towns the governors will make 
him acquainted with the general adminis- 
tration of their provinces, and able law- 
yers will form his society during his resi- 
dence ; their conversation will serve to 
give him an idea of the jurisprudence of 
Sweden, before his age nermits him to de- 
vote himself to the staay of the law. 

You most profit by the curiosity which the 
first instructions will excite in the mind of my 
son, to conduct him to every place in which ho 
may have something to learn ; by this means 
youhvill render these excursions a motive, max- 
inz him read both before and after, what- 
ever may relate thereto. When be visits ship- 
ping, he should be made acquainted with the 
mo-rt celebrated naval battle, and a well in- 
formed seaman should explain to him the ma- 
noeuvres which decide the fate of combats. — 
When he may inspect a fortress, he sliould be 
accompanied by an engineer, capable of de- 
tailing to him upon the spot the science of 
fortification, and that of the attack and defence 
of places. He may derive from Smith liic 



necessary knowledge of finances and manufac- 
tures. 

The works of Winkleman will give him -a 
just idea of the fine arts, and he may be in- 
structed in polite literature by reading the 
authors, the most celebrated in that branch 
of learning. 

The greet art of education is to direct it to 
the wishes of the pupil; you should conse- 
quently put into my son's hands those books 
of history, in the reading of which he takes 
the greatest pleasure; be should retain an 
account ofwhtthe lias read in speaking rather 
than in writing; of Sweden more than any 
other. I therefore think that to facilitate tlio 
art of speaking, you should invite to visit my 
son once or twice in a week, from seven until 
nine in the evening, some persons, of whom 
yon may make a choice, and of whose merits 
yon arc well acquainted. 

I should 'wish my sou to devote some mo- 
ments of his time to foreign literature; be 
will by that means lcam to converse with fo- 
reigners on subjects which are ofttu beyond 
the circle of a Prince'* knowledge. 

It now remains for mc to fix the hours or 
my son's employment, and his private habits. 

He should rise at hair past seven o'clock, 
commence his studies at eight, and continue 
them until eleven. 

At eleven o'clock he is to breakfast with 
bis tutors, and gentlemen in waiting, at halt 
past eleven be may take some recreatiom; 
and continue them until one. 

On Sundays alone you may admit two oex- 
*ons of your choice to breakfast with my son. 

From one o'clock until five in the i even, ing 
he must continue his studies ; at half past hve 
on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, he is 
to come and dine with me (every other day 
he is to dine at home.) It is in company and 
at a table tliat we learn gradually to know 
men and to vcuerate their characters. I he 
custom of seeing company gives ease ami 
grace, and overcomes that timidity so natural 
to children educated in solitude and retreat, 
and so dangerous to a Prince, whom it ex- 
poses to become the dupe of a decided and 
presumptuous boldnes*. When ray son dines 
with rne. be will meet m one ounpany all 
the first men in Sweden-he will hear b« 
conversation of the magistrate, the j>kil ul 
warrior, the profound politician, and the la- 
borious administrator ; thus this society win 
contribute to his instruction without the la- 
hour of study. 

From seven until nine m the evening, my 
son may employ his time alternately, either 
in paying km respects to their majesties, at the 
theatre or a bail; or, finally, in those compa- 
nies which he is to receive once or twice a 
week and of which I have spoken to you 
above. He ongbt always to retire to rest by 

ten o'clock. _ - 

My son wiU thus labour seven hours every 

■ 
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day, this time appears Eufticfeut for bis age. 

It remains for you, Baron, to determine on the 
nature of the studies which should occupy each 
hour, conforming to my desires in what should 
form the instruction of uoy son. 

One of the subjects of which I should hare 
spoken to you before, is the tender respect 
which my son ought always to bear towards 
the king. In no circumstance whatever should 
be have any wish which does not correspond 
with his Majesty's; the chief end of all Lis 
actions should be to adorn the old age of his 
Majesty, and he should constantly bear in 
memory that no repentance can ever com- 
pensate for the slightest offence be may give 
to him. 

I seize with pleasure. Monsieur Baron Do 
Cederhiclm, this opportunity of renewing to 
you the assurance or those sentiments with 
which you hare inspired me since we were ac- 
quainted, and I pray that God may take you- 
to his holy care, and bless yonr labours. 

I remain, your very afTectionate, 

CHAKLES JEAW. 



M ASSACHUSETTS LEG t?L ATT* RE. 
Anmer of the Senate to Ike Governor's Mpeerh 
THE Senate of Massachusetts have witness- 
ed with emotions of ardent gratitude to Hea- 
ven, the re-election of your Excellency to the 
office of Chief Magistrate «f this Common- 
wealth — Tho ability* integrity and patriot: 
ism so conspicuous in the public administra- 
tion and the private Hfr of your Excellency, 
affords the strongest assurance of tho disin- 
terested zeal with which your Excellency will 
continue to seek and promote the prosperity 
and happiness of the people. In times of 
domestic turbulence and external danger they 
looked to your Excellency for counsel and as- 
sistance, and in your wisdom, moderation and 
firmness they have found a sure and certain 
guide. The spirit of party turbulence has 
been checked— abuses reformed— the rights 
of the people ascertained, and preserved — the 
sovereignty of the state asserted and main- 
tained — and tranquility restored to our coun- 
cil*. These have been the fruits of your Ex- 
cellency's administration, and of that spirit of 
candour and moderation which your example 
has every where diffused among the people. 

The injuries which the people of this Com- 
monwealth have experienced* and the suffer- 
ings they have endured from the oppressive 
measures of our national government, have 
been great and manifold— -and have been 
borne with a patience almost unexampled. 
Among these measures, the system of com- 
mercial restrictions, which for the last seven 
▼ears has been so cruelly enforced, is not the 
least considerable. Under the operation of 
this system, our citizens have been driven 
from their accustomed employment, deprived 
^the means of their subsistence, and cut off 
from the sources of their wealth- Not only 



the neighbouring state* been prohibited, but 

they have been " interdicted tbe right of 

navigating from port to port within the limits 
of the state, and of fishing on its coast." Pow- 
ers which the people of this commonwealth 
had never delegated to their national rulers, 
have been exercised with unrelenting severity 
for their destruction, and rights which they 
had never surrendered have been torn from 
them by ruthless violence under the forms of 
law. To oppressions and restraints alike hos- 
tile to tbe principles of civil liberty and the 
express provisions of tbe constitution, it was 
not to be expected that a free people, jealous 
of their rights and conscious of their strength, 
would long submit in silence. To their na- 
tional rulers therefore they made known their 
grievances and uttered their complaints— 
They stated the ruin which awaited them, 
and humbly petitioned for relie/ — Tbejr 
appealed to the constitution, which guaran- 
teed the protection and encouragement of 
commerce, so necessary for their prosperity, 
and to that uninn which was re-established 
to provide for the common defence aud to pro- 
mote the general welfare 1 *— But their coin- 
phunts were uttered iu vain — An inveterate 
hostility to commerce, and a spirit of local 
aggrandizement in the south and in the west, 
controlled our national councils. Under the 
operation of these causes, the influence of tbe 
eastern and northern states has been annihi- 
lated, and measures fatal to their interests and 
hostile to their rights, have constantly marked 
the course of that administration, whose duty 
it was to cherish and protect them. 

It was then that the eyes of tho people of 
this commonwealth were turned to their legis- 
lature.— They claimed of the immediate 
guardians of their rights that protection which 
is their due. They demanded such an inter- 
position in their favour, and would not only 
relieve them from present suffering, but se- 
cure them from future oppression, and restore 
them that constitutional weight and influence, 
of which they bad been so unjustly deprived. 
The spirit of firmness and forbearance which 
characterize the proceedings of the late gene- 
ral court in reference to those complaints has 
met the most cordial approbation of the se- 
nate, and they beg leave to assure your excel- 
lency, that the papers and documents upon 
this most interesting subject, referred to iu 
your excellency's communication, shall re- 
ceive all the altentiou to which their import 
tance is entitled. 

Since, the last session indeed, the people 
of this commonwealth have witnessed, with 
"peculiar satisfaction" the removal of one 
of the causes of their sufferings, by the repeal 
of the embargo ami non-importation laws" 
and they are not without hope that " a milder 
and more pacific disposition in tbe govern* 
ment" will induce it forever to relinquish 
that odious system of restrictions which has 
" proved more injurious to us than the people 



their intercourse with foreign nations and of Great Britain" 
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The scnHm mU of Uic people of Massaehu- 
•W&as wall as of their legislature upon the 
wbjee of the war with Great Britain, have 
keen w> iften expressed, that it is unnecessary 
for the Striate to repeat their solemn convic- 
tion of its irjtutitc. Our national rulers, and 
the world wt}\ know that the S>ns of Massa- 
chusetts, the hqptiinate descendants of those 
who achieved our independence and founded 
the American Kepubiic, are not regardless of 
the rights, tlie honour, or the interest of the na- 
tion. They know foil well, that in a just and 
necessary war, a war for the maintenance or 
defence of either of these great object s, no sa- 
crifice would be deemed too great, and no pri- 
vations intolerable. But in the prosecution of 
a war founded In falsehood, declared without 
necessity, and whet? real object was extent 
of territory by unjust conquests, and to aid £he 
hue tyrant ol Europe in his views of aggran- 
disement, our rulers could expect no aid from 
the peoplo of this commonwealth, excepting 
only that which they had a strict " right by 
the Constitution to demand." The Senate 
agree with your Excellency that " the man- 
ner of carrying on the war has had no tenden- 
cy to satisfy ns of its policy or its justice."— 
Defeat, disgrace and disaster have marked its 
progress on the land, and although the gallant 
achievements of our neglected navy, the off- 
spring of a better policv, an J more auspicious 
tunes, have " plucked Irom the deep the 
drowning honour of our country," yet we can- 
not forget the cause in which tbey are engag- 
ed, nor the cruel policy which has called for 
such a sacrifice of blood at their hands. 

In addition to the enormous expenses which 
have necessarily attended a war of invasion, 
we havo witnessed a profligate expenditure 
of public money, tho imposition of taxes, 
loans and exactions, equally oppressive to the 
presetit and future generations. We have seen 
the territories of unoffending provinces invad- 
ed, wliose inhabitants were connected with 
many of our citizens •* by the ties of blood and 
the habits of friendship." The spirit of cu- 
pidity has extended its grasp to the " right- 
ful possessions of the Indian tribes," and a 
cruel war of extermination, St which humani- 
ty revolts, has been prosecuted against them. 
The rules which have heretofore regulated 
civilized nations, have in many instances, been 
abandoned— and peaceful villages, in a most 
inclement season, have been wrapt in flames 
by order of an American commander. A sys- 
tem of retaliation was adopted which tended 
to increase the ferocity of a war already too 
sanguinary, and to call into action the vindic- 
tive passions of the contending parties. The 
li ves of honourable men were exposed on both 
sides, to retaliate for a few unnaturalized Bri- 
tish subjects, who bad voluntarily entered 
into the service of our government, and who 
were taken iu arms within the territory of 
their country. In the opinion of the Senate, 
U is not only the ri'ht but the duty of a pny. 



pie, mindful of what they owe to themselves* 

their country and their God, lo opjwse, by 
every peaceful and constitutional eUbrt a war 
thus declared and thus prosecuted. B-.it with 
your Excellency " we are happy to observe 
that none of the measures of the general go- 
vernment have b?en opposed by violence, and 
that no dangerous commotions have disgraced 
the people of this Commonwealth," and w«» 
trust our fellow-citizens will continue to ma- 
nifest the sairw regard ioord':r, and that they 
will seek relief and safety in such inann-r 
only, as wisdom and justice shall dictate, and 
the constitution of our country will justify. 
But although we believe that peace may now 
be attained, if sought *• in the spirit of can- 
dor and reconciliation by our rulers," the re- 
cent astonishing events in Europe have lessen- 
ed our appreheusious of the probable conse- 
quences of the war. It may be a war of suf- 
fering and disgrace, but thanks to a merciful 
providence, it cannot terminate in our slavery 
and subjugation. The arm of the mighty op* 
pressor in whose ca*sc onr government seem- 
ed disposed to enrage, is broken. Europe is 
delivered from thraldom, and our liberties 
ransomed from his grasp. The gigantic des- 
potism which had nearly exterminated free- 
dom from the earth, subverted the independ- 
ence of uiUmis and d elated the world, is at 
length overwhelmed, and the empire of peace 
and order established mi its ruius. Tnough 
we cannot foresee nor predict with ecrtaintv t 
the result of these mighty changes, yet wa 
cauuot refrain from congratulating your Ex- 
cellency and our country that the tremendous 
conflict which has so long sproad havoc and 
carnage through the earth, is closed, and of 
joining the general voice of coundpatbd na- 
tions, in gratitude to him " who ruleih amonj; 
the mighty and turneth headlong the coUucil 
of the fro ward." 

The Senate will endeavour to koep in mind 
your Excellency's precepts, " lo pursue a 
disinterested and impartial course of conduct, 
and to guard the rights and interests of their 
constituents with steadiness and fidelity." 

They have witnessed too mrieh of the bata* 
Ail influence of party, to suflbr it {o mislro 1 
them from the path of truth and d.ity, an J 
they will most sincerely co-operate with vo ir 
Excellency in every effort to restore to their 
country prosperity and peace. 

InSentfe, June 8, 1314. 
Uead and accepted, and ordered that the 
same committee who reported il(lto;i. Messrs. 
Davis, Mills and Parris) present the same to 
his Excellency the Governor. 

SPEECH. 

OP TUB GOVK!U:OK OP NCW-U4MP8IlIR.il> 

OcnllcjHrn trf the Senate, and 
Gcntlrmm of the hmii of rcprtstilafivcs, 
Ca!le4, by tbe s-.iflrugea of m? Fello v 
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Western Diitritt— Fhiletus Swift, 

Chauncey Loom is, 
Bennett Bicknell, 
John J. Prendergast. 

Statement of vote* for representatires to con- 
gress . 

FIRST DISTRICT. 



Counties. 

!l 

Suffolk 1857 
Kings 490 
N.Y.I st 2d Ward* 605 
Queens 864 
Richmond! 

3906 3903 3234 
f/Vo regular returns from this county. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 



THE EXAMINER. 

tod Red-Hook. 




1 i § s 

*i i j it 

43 II II 

New-York, 3 4 4119 4119 4577 

56789 lOwards 



68 I 



THIRD DISTRICT. 



Rockland 



II 
id 

133 
215 



I 



11 

316 
1188 



318 1504 
FOURTH DISTRICT. 



!lj 

52 
1392 

1414 



Dutcheas, (ex- 
cept the towns 
of Rhine berk, 
Clinton, and 

0 




1535 1451 



1801 2113 
FIFTH DISTRICT. 



Towns of Rhine. 

L 




662 434 
Colombia Co. 2411 1475 

. : 3073 1909 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 
Jonathan Flsk. Jonas Storey. 
2345 660 r 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

Samuel R. Betts. Elnathan Sears. 

Ulster 1483 1192 

Sullivan 469 307 



1952 1499 
EIGHTH DISTRICT. 
Eras his Root: John Adams. Eraatus Rott. 

Delaware 1263 824 

1144 676 



1688 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

John Lovett. 
Albany 1777 1003 

TENTH DISTRICT. 
Hosea Moffit. Josiab Masters. 
Rensselaer 2563 1860 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 
John W. Taylor. Elisha Powell. 
Saratoga 2133 1556 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 



Clinton 

Franklin 

Washington 

Warren 

Essex 



4 

481 

87 
2235 
6. r '2 
715 



•2, -a 
I 2 
CO — 
481 
86 
2216 
652 
702 



tt - 

466 
270 
2269 

412 
5U8 



d 

Nil 

463 
270 
2272 
412 
535 



4137 3925 3952 



4170 

THIRTEENTH 

John B. Yates. Lawrence V 
Srhrnectady 782 633 
Schoharie 1362 928 

2144 1566 
FOURTEKNTH DISTRICT. 



Cady. 

2520 

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT 



' II 



I 



£ si S4L 

If {] 

4n ku hpc 

1C-X) 1631 827 826 
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Otsego 



2751 2710 2453 2141 
447 417 516 463 



4818 4758 3801 £130 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT. 

Tbos. R. Gold. Nathan Williams. 
Oneida C. 2821 3159 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT. 



I c 



S _1 K — M 

.1-5 £± 



Madison 



1401 
1106 



p5 

1307 7 
1008 310 



25*10 2468 317 

UlGiflTEEiNTlI DISTRICT. 

Moss Kent. Samuel Whittlesey. 

Jenerson 1183 ' 1082 

Lewi* 340 435 

345 



2176 1662 

NINETEENTH DISTRICT. 

Tiotery Birdteye. James Geddes. 
Onondaga 17&0 1223 

Cortland 621 456 

2414 1684 
TWENTrETH DISTRICT. 



Cayuga 
Seneca 
Tioga 
Steuben 



Hi ^3 

I J M 

-.53 

2474 2485 

1359 1354 

619 6.*) 

599 520 



a. 



KX*) 
491 

69 
272 



1 = 

= t 

£ 

e o 
999 

4a7 

74 
271 



5029 4989 1832 1831 
TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT. 



si 
it 



«. o 



Allegany 

Gene«e«* 

Niagara 



85 

965 



300 300 



Jr. C3 

JS2i9 3192 3243 
71 168 124 

1693 1709 
570 
iU6 



967 



574 



2*. 

3d. 

4th. 

5th. 



4910 4893 5869 5902 
MSMBBjta of coscaass elected. 

. George Townsend, Henry Cocheron. 
William Irving, P. H. Wendover. 
Jountban Ward. 
A. U. Scbonck. 
T. F. Grojvenor. 



6th. Jonathan Fisfr. 

7th. Samuel RBetl*. 

8th. John Adams. 

9th. John Lovett 

tOtb. Hofra Moffitt, 

llih. John W. Taylor. 

12th. John Savage, Benjamin Pona. 

13th. John B. Yates. 

14th. Daniel Cady. 

15th. Jabez D. Hammond, Jarae 

16th. Thomas R. Gold. 

17th. William 8. Smith, 

18th. Moss Kent. 

19th. Victory Birdseye. 

20th. Enos T. Throop, Oliver C. Cotastoek. 

21st. Peter B. Porter, Micah Brooks. 

TROM THE BOSTO* PA ILT A DVEBTIflSB. 

Upon the propriety, policy and obligation ta 
ceUbratt bu rejig torn rites the late tibial 
manifestation oj tht Divine goodness and 
power. 

What ! said a staunch and inflexible friend 
to the usurpation of Bonaparte, to his ally 
Mr. Madison, and to this unjust war, what ! 
will your celebrate the victories of our ene- 
mies, the BritUh over our best friends the 
French ? Do you rejoice, that Britain has 
now no other foe than us, and that we must 
fight her single handed ? Must not our war 
be prolonged by these successes and worse 
terms obtained by our Ministers ? He even 
added ; are you not ashamed to be pleased 
when the old government of France is restor- 
ed upon the ruins of that free system which 
the superemioent" Napoleon had founded? 
Was be not the father of his people, a second 
Washington ? 

To all these questions which comprise, I 
believe, every possible assignable reason or 
argument of the friends of Napoleon and 
Madison, we reply that we do rejoice with ex- 
ceeding joy, and that we deem it to be impiety 
! to refrain from expressing onr gratitude to 
I the Father of all mercies tor the wonders he 
has lately wrought for the benefit of the bo- 
man race. 

We however deem it proper to assign oar 
reasons for thus praising God, and indulging 
sentiment* of gratitude, and feetutg!» of rap* 
turoufl pleasure on this occasion, and also to 
answer all these objection*. 

First, then, we rejoice because the mea- 
sures which have taken place are right in 
themselves; they are the effects of the re- 
tributive justice of the Supreme Government 
of the universe upon the great oppressor of 
the world. Crime no longer prospers. The 
proud and haughty are abasbqd, and hnmbled, 
and the wretched, the suffering, and the op- 
pressed are relieved, and some of them exalt- 
ed. The enemies of Christianity are put 
down, and the peaceable worship of God is 
about to be restored throughout all Christen- 
dom, for it is notorious that with all the pre- 
tences about toleration, no religion* was td!<v 
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rated in France. The example* and influ- 
ence ?n<l power of the Emperor was exerted 
against all religion except that of the sword. 

Secondly — We rejoice in these late events 
as affording another proof that the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth. and exorcises a con- 
stant superintending Providence over human 
affair*, We are apt to forget our obligations 
to Almighty God, and now and then he wa- 
kens us to a sense of oar dependence either by 
the visitation of his wrath or the signal ma- 
nifestation of his infinite goodness. 

There did not exist a solitary human being 
in this great world, however great his fore- 
sight, who could have predicted on this day 
two years past that such an entire and abso- 
lute, and almost voluntary overthrow of the 
roost gigantic and apparently best founded 
power, would so soon have taken place. Should 
he have sought a precedent in history it would 
have misled hhn. He could find none. 

It was the power of Jehovah alone, which 
gave vigour to the vanquished arm, wisdom to 
those who had been before blind to their best 
interests, ami union to councils which had in 
every former coalition been distracted and 
divided. 

Shall we not then give the praise to God 
which is his due ? Shall we not acknowledge 
that power, adore that wisdom, and revere 
that justice which has effected what no creat- 
ed arm, no finite wisdom, no human judgment 
could have attempted to do ? Verily we will. 
In Xew England (if we are alone) we will shew 
that piety and gratitude have not fled our 
land. 

Thirdly — We have cause of public rejoicing, 
since the late events are only a consummation 
of all our prayers and wishes for the last ten 
years, a consummation indeed far exceeding 
our most saugnine expectations or even hopes. 

Have wc l>een sincere in denouncing in oar 
speeches, our orations, our writings, the dread- 
ful military despotism of Bonaparte ? And 
shall we, false to all our professions step and 
hesitate, and doubt when our prayers haj-c 
berii graciously heard and granted ? Wa*s tuis 
language we have used merely hypocritical 
ami insincere ? Did wc adopt it solely to vex 
and mortify our political opponents? Did we 
not eutertain the fears we expressed ? Those 
who did uot may refrain from public demon- 
strations of joy, but those who were sincere 
cannot, ought not to be restrained from the 
natural, just, honourable proper expressions of 
their .joy and gratitude. Wc owe it then to 
ourselves, to our character^ as consistent pa- 
triots to testify to the world the pleasure 
which wc feel. 

Fourthly— The late events in Europe have 
-blasted ail the hopes, and destroyed all the 
expectations of the friends of anarchy ynd in- 
surrection. Men bad grown weary of esta- 
blish^ systems. In the intoxication of va- 
nity, they believed they could model tbo mo- 
ral aud political ivcrU belter thwt their Ma- 



ker. A most tremendous struggle was made 
by these Titans to destroy all the institutions 
of society-venerable from their antiquity and 
their utility to mankind. The very founda- 
tions of the social edifice were shaken. It 
pleased God, who foveth order in the moral 
and political world as well as the natural, to 
restrain the wrath and folly of man, to torn 
his counsels into foolishness, and to prepare 
men's minds for the restoration of order, 
peace, security and happiness. 
Shall we not rejoice at his dispensations? 
Fifthly — We ought to consular these events 
as the greatest blessings, because we have 
proclaimed to the world, what we could not 
disguise, what the conduct of our rulers too 
clearly for their honour proved, that our for- 
tunes and destinies were yoked to the car of 
Napoleon. At his nod, we destroyed our 
commerce ; at his command we embarked in a 
ruinous war for his interest against our own : 
these events snapt assundcr this chain, they 
dissolve this tie. If it should happen (which 
God forbid) that the future ruler of France 
should attempt the same intrigues, yet there 
will be embarrassments and obstacles to the? 
same confidence, union and co-operation. - 

The Descendant of St. Louis will not 
league himself with the outcasts of Ireland, 
the Duanes and the Binnses. He will uot 
shake hands with the men yet reeking with 
the blood left upon tbem by the murders of 
his brother and the nobility and clergy of 
France. These men in oar country fraterni- 
sed with the regicides and cut-throats of 
France. There must be a sentiment of hor- 
ror in the breast of every honourable French- 
man, which will forbid their intriguing with 
the sansculottes of our country, who exulted 
at all the massacres of France. 

Madison and Jefferson too, will not find the 
more favour, because they were honoured with 
the confidence of the murderers of the late 
monarch. 

The dauger of French influence in our coun- 
cils is therefore, we hope, removed, and a ter- 
ritory unfairly acquired, more or less, or a 
commercial privilege of small moment, will 
not bear a comparison with the value and im- 
portance of o»r escape, from this danger. 

This will be felt by every man who was 
sincere in his belief of such an influence, and 
who did not use it as a mere political weapon. 
We aud our neighbours were among the sin- 
cere ones in this opinion, and we shall there- 
fore celebrate this event with extacy. 

We have much more to say on this topic. 
Our minds are full of it. We can scarcely ex- 
press ourselves with sufficient force or rapidi- 
ty, you must allow us another corner of your 
Journal. 

We then shall show that the questions be- 
tween us and Britain arc pitiful compared to 
what we have gained by these events; that 
their tendency is very favourable to our terms 
of peace; that Britain will probably be good 
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natural and generous after so much success ; 
that that she will a>k nothing bat what we 
ought to grant, because she will probably ask. 
nothing but what is reasonable. We shall state 
oar reasoas for these opinions, and then peo- 
ple will see that there is no alloy to our plea- 
sure from apprehensions as to our future 



Public credit. — Public credit is the 
credit of the state, and to support it there 
is oue way, and but one. That way has 
been pointed out by two statesmen of the 
first rank in their respective countries. 

Mr. Edmund Burke remarked — " The 
objects of a financier are, to secure an 
ample revenue; (o impose it with judg- 
ment and equality; to employ it econo- 
mically ; and when necessity obliges Mm 
to make use of credit, to secure its founda- 
tions in that instance, and for ever, by the 
clearness and candour of his proceedings, 
the exactness of his calculations and the 
aolidity of his funds." 

Mr. Hamilton, in his celebrated Report, 
when be was Secretary of the Treasury, 
treating upon the same solid ground of fi- 
nance with Mr. Burke, remarked : " The 
secretary ardently wishes to see it incor- 
porated as a fundamental maxim in the 
system of public credit, that the creation 
of debt should always be accompanied with 
the means of extinguishment.'* 

Tim fundamental maxim in the system 
of public credit, has been scrupulously ob- 
served by the British government during 
many generations. Hence the credit of 
that nation has remained good, notwith- 
standing the enormousness of its expendi- 
tures and its debts. The same maxim in 
other times, had been strictly obHrrcd, 
also by the United States; and by this 
means its credit had been sound. 

The government of France, some few 
years since, took me opposite course, ft 
created an enormous mass of debt, and 
made no provision for extinguishment of 
the principal, or even for the payment of 
the interest. The consequence was, that 
government paper depreciated rapidly; 
and, in the year 1808, Bonaparte decreed 
an act of bankruptcy to the amount of 
025,000,000 of dollars. He referred the 
claimants to a general hoard of liquida- 
tion : but they received nothing ; nnd af- 
ter a long attendance of the creditors, the 
board itself was suppressed by his order. 
So it was that " they ordered thiugs in 



Prance;"' so it was -that she carried onr 
her wars of aggression : her creditors were 
cheated out of the immense sum above- 
mentioned, at one general sweep. This 
is the account given by Mr. D'fvcrnois 
in his treatise on the finances of France. 

The government of the United States, 
in all things true to its prototype, has of 
late abandoned the track of finance, and is 
now following that of France. Of course 
its character is shaken; its paper has sunk 
already to 85 per cent ; and it will conti- 
nue to sink, as certainly as an indissoluble 
connexion exists between cause and ef- 
fect Through Mr. Macon, they have 
broached the plan of effecting the resur- 
rection of the old continental paper; but 
they may save themselves the trouble : 
for in a short time the present government 
paper will be very little better. 

How happens it that they have launch- 
ed out into this new region of folly and 
absurdity ? The cause is plain. They 
dare not provide adequate solid funds. — 
They dare not accompany the immense 
debt they are creating with the means of 
extinguishment. They dare not tax the 
people to such a frightful amount as this 
would require ; knowing as they do, that 
it would carry dismay and horror into the 
ranks even of their own party. Where- 
fore, in their desj>eration, to avoid split- 
ting upon one rock they dash themselves 
upon another 

Information for the govcrr.ir.-cnt <f those rvho 
have Claims for Bounty Lund under the Jets 
cfC(m?rcsi relali^, /<• the existing IWi'itary 
Establishment of United State?. 

DK1ESTED t oa THC NAT. I.TT. 

A Warrant issued at present for the Boun- 
ty Land above speciH. would be useless; 
because no survey, as provjded by the law of 
the 6th of May, rjl2, has yet t iken place. 

for the purpose of eventually -atistying 
ttiese'CIaims, Cougress his appropriated six 
millions of acres, viz. two milium in the Mi- 
en to an Territory ; two million* in the Illi- 
nois Territory ; two million:; in the Livisiaxa 
Territory. When these lands ,sj»al! Imve been 
surveyed and laid off in lo/s, conformable to 
law, and the other necessary arrangement* 
for issuing the Warrant-; shall h:\ve been made, 
publick notice thereof will be ^iven in differ- 
ent Newspapers thrjughout tlu United 
States. 

In substantiating a Cfain of thL kin 1 ih-t 
regular diichargc of the. Original t'taimarji 
from the public service, will be con -idVred tli*; 
best voucher that can be produce,!. A claim* 
ant vv^'*, wlso carefnUy t<» p ( . »r.- wi 
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crrt\fiaite motive d fl dm the pjy office ; beratue 
although such document* will not be consider- 
ed in themselves conclusive evidence to sub- 
stantiate a Claim lor Bounty Land, yet they 
may serve as an Index to autheut ie Records 
of the original right ; such, for example, as the 
Muster Koli, or other Kecord of military ser- 
vice, by which means satisfactory proofs may 
be adduced relative to the period when such 
a C laimant entered the public service, whether 
he fu lulled his engagements, aud the reason 
why he wa* discharged. 

If the original Claimant does not personally 
apply for his Land Warrant, he must prove 
his identity before a magistrate, by bis own 
affidavit aud the affidavits of two witnesses, 
who*e credibility the said magistrate will cer- 
tify, and roust execute a Power of Attorney 
to whoever applies for the Warrant in his be- 



half; the quality aud signature of the magis- 
trate before w'liom said affidavits 



or the Lower of Attorney is acknowledged, 
must be attested by signature and seal of the 
County ( ierk, or other equivalent authority, 
of the District wherein he reside:. 

N. B. — The Tower of Attorney to authorize 
the delivery of a Land Warrant, may be dis- 
pensed with iu case a member of Congress, 
while the body is actually ia session, will call 
at the War Department and sign a receipt lor 
it upon the Record : in this case, a letter of 
order in bis favor from the person who has the 
right to receive the Warrant, addressed to 
the Secretary of War, w ill be deemed a suffi- 
cient authorization for il< delivery. 

If the original Claimant be dead, and an 
heir applies in his right, he must produce le- 
gal certificates from competent authority, to 
prove that he is legitimate heir at lam ; in 
which case, although there may be other heirs 
existing, a Warrant will issue in that name 
adding thereto, *• end the other heirs at law of 
,"&c. &c. 

A Land Warrant will not be issued to an 
Administrator or to an Executor. 



From the National Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON. JtNK 13, 1814. 

Gentlemen — I am directed by the minister to 
desire you to insert the. following Avis i »j 
Francais, in the next number of the National 
Intelligencer. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest 
respect, your most obedient humble servaut, 

^ G. DE CA HA. M AX, 

Acting secretary to the Frcuch legation. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 

[The French omitted.! 

The following is a free translation of the 
above public notice, for the information of the 
American readers : 

NOTICE TO FRENCHMEN. 

The French subjects now in the t T nitcd 
States are officially informed that a decree of 
the conservative senate of the 3d of last 
April, pronounces the deposition of Napoleon 



Bonaparte, a« H»c einpefor of the Frrnrl.n 
aud absolvos (or delivers) the people and the: 
army from the oath of fidelity that they have 
taken to him ; that the French senate bv ano-" 
ther decree, of the date of the fttlN recalls to 
the throne of France, the august house of 
Bourbon, in the person of Louis Stanislas 
Xavier, brother of Louis XVI. and finally, 
that by an act of the 11th of the same month, 
the emperor has abdicated the crowns of 
Franco and Italy. 

Events so considerable and decisive for- the 
safety and happiuess of France cannot but in- 
terest in a lively manner all Frenchmen in the 
new world. Their minister, who doubts not 
their sentiments under this circunastance, and 
who would like to be the interpreter of them 
to their sovereign, informs them that the con- 
suls are authorized by him to receive the aet 
of adhesion to this great revolution. They 
are informed that the white cockade, is hence- 
forth the French cockade, and the rallying 
sign of all the friends of the throne and of 
their country. 

Given at Washington, this 13th June. 18H. 
(Signed) SERCK1LIC 



KorroRiAi. vkxations. — I have received 
several letters, and thow almost exclusively 
from the Southward, complaining of the non arri- 
val 01 the Examiner. I take tma occasion to as- 
sure all my subscribers out of this city, that their 
papers are carefully and strongly put up, and 
duly delivered into' the office here, and they are 
as duly sent from it ; and if they do not come to 
hand, it is an evil, a* yet, onl of my power to re- 
medy. 1 shall, however, do nil 1 can, to detect 
the shameful imposition practised upon them and 
me. If any of my subscribers have not been nip- 
plied with lh» ir papers, and will let me know 
what number* are deficient, 1 shall cheerfully 
supply them, as long as 1 have any on hand. This, 
is all lean do. If wmndrels in the po?tofnccs 
are determined to break up my paper in its south- 
ern route, 1 am afraid 1 (.halt hardly be able to 
withstand their operation*. And 1 take this oo 
»Tihl%n^> remark generally, that t wish the sub- 
scribcrT to the Examiner to notify me of all the 
omissions that may occur m the receipt of the 
paper. 

%• Several subscribers have sent fur the pa- 
per, promising to remit the subscription money, 
but have not yet done so. To those I wish to 
communicate the Information, that if in a very 
short time their promise h> not fulfilled, it will be 
neither ray fault nor any postmaster**, if they 
should never see tho paper again at all. 

Some gentlemen have informed mc, that they 
have subscription money io hand, but wish to 
know how it shall be forwarded. To the«e I 
tender my best thanks for their exertions in my 
behalf, and detire them to encloee me what they 
have iu hand by mail. 

To all who have patronized this paper, I take 
permission to say, /'«x/ it wants morr tuppvrt. It 
wants more sdb>cribers, and (I bet; «flfW of my 
city friends to take especial notice of what I am 
sning further to say) it wants more punctuality' 
from it? patron*. 
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FOR THE EXAMINER. 

The fate of Europe it decided. France, 
subjected to her ancient Kings and reduced to 
ber ancient limits, will no longer exhaust her- 
self to subdue her neighbours. Cultivating 
the arts of peace, she will become a blessing 
to the world, after having been so long its 
scourge and curse. The more or less of ter- 
ritory which may be parcelled out to sove- 
reigns, east of the Atlantic, will determine 
f h«ir relative wsigkt in the balance of power, 
which directly concerns them, and indi- 
rectly concerns us. 

Great Britain, in restoring the Bourbons, 
has committed a political sin ; but on this, as 
other occasions, the wisdom of man may 
be foolishness with God. The late King of 
France was persuaded, against the feelings of 
his heart, to espouse the cause of America. 
When, afterwards, his subjects rose against 
him, he lamented the example which be had 
set. But, humanly speaking, it was the in- 
terest of Britain to keep on the French 
throne an usurper, whose enmity with Spain 
would have rendered her alliance with that 
power as constant and firm as it was with Por- 
tugal. The consequence of this step, which 
the ministers may not have been able to 
avoid, being urged, perhaps, by their allies, 
and certaiuly by the sympathies of English- 
men, may appear some five and twenty, or 
thirty years hence. At present a gush of gra- 
titude in the French monarch, and the neces- 
sity of peace, to heal the wounds inflicted on 
his kingdom by the late ambitious tyrant, 
will prevent opposition to the British cabinet. 

To us it is important that there be, in the 
Iiousc of Bourbon collectively, a balance to 
the naval power of Britain ; although the 
good we arc to derive from it is remote At 
present we roust expect that Spain, as well 
from attachmeui to Britain for friendly sup- 
port as from resentment of the injuries and 
i*u!t3 heaped on her by our government, in 



the hour of her affliction, will see w ith com" 
placency whatever we may suffer from a vi- 
gorous exercise of British power. 

Sundry speculations are abroad respecting 
the conduct which Great Britain may pursue 
towards us, and that which federalists will 
adopt, uader certain contingencies. Perhaps 
it may be well for men to make up their 
minds on these subjects i In considering the 
probable course of events, it is material to 
ascertain the opinions and sentiments of those 
who are likely to be the principal actors. — 
Those are kings, kings too of ancient families 
against whom the ruling party in this country 
have incessantly poured forth abuse for up- 
wards of twenty years. This may not offend, 
but it cannot conciliate. Reflecting men. 
among their ministers, will not fail to observe 
that our government repelled the loyal Span- 
iards and insulted the British monarch, but 
nattered and caressed a criminal who had 
usurped the throne of France. They will 
couple this with the seduction of subjects 
from their allegiance, and the attempt to 
protect traitors against the laws of their 
country. They may conclude that we are 
instigated by a spirit incompatible with pub- 
lic order. 

I am not one of those who believe the con- 
duct of nations, princes, or individuals, to be 
wholly selfish. Those who hold a faith so lit- 
tle honourable to our nature, will do well to 
contemplate the sublime scenes lately display- 
ed at Paris. It may give them a better opinion 
of their species. G. Britain may perhaps con- 
tinue to Exhibit that magnanimity which base 
minded jacobins attributed to fear. But there 
are discreet men, who believe she owes it to 
herseJf to make us feel her power. That her 
dignity requires the adoption of a Roman rule, 
finely expressed by the poet, M pareere sub- 
jectls et dcbellare superbos." We boast the 
privilege of governing ourselves. How well 
qualified for that office, it is fitter for others to 
feel than for me to express. Confessedly it is 
an essential point in the management of 
foreign affairs, to form a just estimate of ones 
owu strength and of theirs whom we arc to 
deal witb> so as net te embark ?n dtwigermts 
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aoierprises fl>r oMect£ of trifling value. The 
Rom«n *wvi*or: made themselves masters of 
til rubject ; comparing their power with that 
of others, took cafe not to roahc war with 
those who could beat them, but prudently 
pocketted affronts till a convenient opportu- 
nity presented itself Ibr resenting them with 
effect. Thus they became, by degrees, the 
masters of their neighbours, till having sub- 
dued and amalgamated with themselves all 
Italy, they were irresistible. It is idle to 
tuppose that every man in the community can 
find leisure to study the state and condition of 
foreign powers, or even their own. What does 
the sovereign people of New-York know about 
the sovereign people oj* Kcntuqfcy ? Just as 
much as the sovereign people of Kentucky 
know about the sovereign people of New- 
York. And yet these high and mighty sove- 
reign*, with sundry others of equal worth and 
wisdom, undertake to weigh all the states of 
Europe in the scale of their own intelligence 
We see, and shall I fear severely feel, the con- 
sequence in a war begun without sufficient 
reason, prosecuted for no valuable object, 
maintained at a prodigious expence, prcguant 
with great dauger, and leading to utter ruin. 
These high and mighty sovereigns may per- 
haps receive a corrective lesson from the hand 
of experience, and as long as the remem- 
brance of it shall last, may govern themselves 
with a Httle more discretion. 

But setting aside the selfishness and the 
magnanimity of our foe, it behoves us to re- 
collect that we have not a patent right for 
the exclusive exercise of anger and resent- 
ment. Others have passions as well as our- 
•eives. Those of the British arc roused and 
must be indulged, whatever may be the wish 
or will of their ministers. The Prince Re- 
gent, and those about him, may view Messrs. 
Madison and Co. with contemptuous pity, but 
a spirit of resentment prevails through the 
nation, and it is the interest ©f many to keep 
it up and stimulate* to action. If, therefore, 
a peace be concluded bclbrc we taste the bit- 
terness of that potion which we mingled for 
them, let it be remembered among the other 
miraculous" events of this wonderful year. — 
Believing, is 1 do, the conduct ol the Ameri- 
can government to have been unjust, I be- 
lieve the Almighty will visit the sin not only 
cu their heads, but ou the heads of those who, 



by supporting them, adopted it and made it 
their own. I can readily suppose that the 
menace of an intention to exclude us from the 
fisheries and trade to the East and West In- 
dies is a mere newspaper paragraph ; but I 
can also suppose that influential characters in 
Great Britain, are interested in the exclusion, 
and am inclined to believe that we may be. if 
not shut out from, much restrained in the 
West Indies. France will recover St. Domin- 
go, and Spain hold her American dominion. — 
We know it was their policy to secure the 
trade of their own colonies to themselves.— 
And although the conduct of Britain was 
more liberal, we have too much reason to ap- 
prehend that those three nations will now 
come to an understanding with each other, in 
which neither our opinion will be asked, nor 
our interest consulted. Fome .commercial 
intercourse with the British tfast indies may 
perhaps be obtained ; but we shall, 1 appre- 
hend, meet with more difficulty in that re- 
spect now than heretofore. The fisheries, im- 
portant to us all, arc a vital interest to our 
eastern brethren. I wish, sincerely, we may 
not be deprived of them, and am not without 
hope, when I consider the firm and honest op- 
position made in the eastern states to this exe- 
crable war. Our former privilege may, per- 
haps be renewed, in favour to them ; for as 
force, it is out of the question : and the pre- 
tence is ridiculous. Should our independence 
be assailed, America, united, is invincible. 
But foreign conquest is a different affair. And 
of all conquests, none are so unlikely as those 
which are to be effected by naval expeditions, 
under the direction of oor southern lords. 
Those who declaim, in high style, on what wc 
can do, and what wc will do, reckon, I fear, 
without their host ; and when called on ibr 
therr share of the bill, may lower somewhat 
of their lofty demeanour. 

This leads to the consideration of what fed- 
eralists will do, under certain contingencies. 
But before we glance at it, let us steadily 
view our hold on the fisheries. I doubt 
whether our administration will endeavour tn 
obtain them. If I do tbcra wrong I am sorry 
for it, but in my conscience, I believe they 
have such enmity to commerce, as gladly to 
see the commercial states stripped of that 
valuable right. I acknowledge that Mr. Ma- 
dison was, in the national convention, an ad- 
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*ecate for the power vested in courts* to fa- 
tour American navigation in preference to 
that of foreign powers. But are all know that 
until lately* the idea of naval force was cou- 
tumeliously scouted by those under whose in- 
fluence Mr. Madison was chosen, and by whose 
aid he carried on his vibratory 
We may perhaps be told, on the 
ity which assured us Bonaparte was invinci- 
ble, and his Berlin decrees repealed, that our 
tilers are disposed to recover the right which 
they rashly committed to the chance of war. 
But who will be security for the truth of their 
assertions. After the disgusting scenes of 
duplicity and falsehood which we have wit- 
nessed, the most solemn assurances, from the 
highest authority, have no weight with honour- 
able men. Their confidence is gone. I say, 
then, it behooves true hearted Americans to 
consider, seeing in what hands the power is 
lodged to make peace, whether we have any 
chance to obtain a share in the Newfoundland 
fisheries ; except from the grace and favour of 
our enemy. 

And now, then, as to the conduct which fe- 
deralists may pursue. I shall not pretend to 
say what they will do, for many a fe- 
coat covers a jacobin heart. Every 
and then some of these gentlemen strip 
themselves to be measured for a coat of office, 
which may keep them warm though it do not 
tit, and if not gracefully, is at least audacious- 
ly worn. Those who, still calling themselves 
federalists, pant and pine for power may take 
this occasion to Join our rulers. Whatever 
may be the result, they may console them- 
selves with the reflection that their conduct is 
not unprecedented ; and sing, out of their po- 
litical hornbook, 44 in Adam's fall we sinned 
all." But some true hearted federalists will 
continue to oppose a faction which combined 
itself with the Corskan usurper to hunt free- 
dom out of the world. We read in some fe- 
deral papers, that if Great Britain shall not 
agree to moderate terms, she will find herself 
engaged in a different war from what she has 
hitherto waged, and, in particular, that if she 
does not yield the fisheries, we shall fight ; 
Gods how we shall fi^ht ! But let this be 
scanned. Let it be supposed that Britain 
should refuse not only to make peace, but 
even to bold a treaty with Mr. Madison, be- 
cause of his duplicity and devotion to t^efai- 



Icn despot. That language which Alexander, 
in the name of the allied sovereigns, used to 
the prophet himself, England may well hold to 
his disciples. But it would be a sore insult. 
Those, therefore, who are arming cap-a-pie, 
for a windmill conflict might sally out on such 
an occasion, with no slender chance of adven- 
turer Bu t will federalists embark their lives 
and fortunes, in deadly contest, on such ground. 
Before they engage to support a war, which 
many of them consider as unjuftt, and which 
all of them consider as unwise, it behooves 
them to ask not only for whom, and for what 
they are to fignt, but whether they are like to 
get that for which they expend their trea- 
sure and shed their blood. In taking Mr. 
.Madison lor their Dulcinca, and calling on 
the world to acknowledge, his good faith and 
impartiality, under the pain aiwl peril of 
mortal combat, though they may excite laugh- 
ter, they cannot command respect. But for 
whom are they to fight ? They are to fight 
for men who hold them in bondage, who have 
proscribed them, who have, under the forms 
of law, plundered and threatened to kill 
them. It is a handsome maxim in theory, 
that oppressive laws will not bo passed in a 
republican government, because those by 
whom they are enacted must be equally sub- 
jected to them with their follow citizens. 
But this consolatory phrase is false. The 
same faction which enacts oppressive laws, 
appoints wicked agents to execute them ex- 
clusively on their op[>oneats. Our experience 
under the embargo, and its concomitant edicts 
tests the value of that and other stale sayings 
by which honest men have been cheated, 
from generation to generation, down to the 
present month of June, in the year of our Lord 
IBM. Will federalists, then, fight for their pre- 
sent rulers ? If tbey do, they will (successful or 
uusuccessful) be fairly entitled to the benefit 
of such rulers ! But no, lay those who blow 
the trumpet, it is not to establish, but to get 
rid of those rulers, that we fight, so as that we 
and our friends may get in their places. An 
admirable project! But consider, gentlemen, 
that you will be victorious or defeated. If 
beaten you oft but where you were, and 
where yon would have been had you remained 
quietly at home. Will the sovereign people, 
which cling* closer and closer to 
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whose tender late converts their very extra- 
vagance into virtue, like them less, and you 
more for being beaten and banged in each 
others company. Will they not, as heretofore, 
langh at yovr lolly or despise your meanness ? 
But you are not to be beaten : you arc to be 
victorious. Be it eo. And what then ? Will 
the people discard in success those whom they 
cherish in disgrace ? He who believes this will 
Dot forfeit political sal ration by the want of 
faith. But on what is the hope of success 
founded. Is there specific virtue in a federal 
dollar to breathe from the national chest, a 
spirit of wisdom and economy? Will our 
chieftains in snuffing up the dog-day effluvia 
• from federal volunteers, iuhale heroic ar- 
dour and military skill ? If nothing like this 
can be expected ; if the war is to be carried 
on as it has been, one mountainous blunder 
gigantically piled on another, what chance is 
there for success ? But it is not for the rulers, 
it is for the government we are to fight. Wait 
then till the government is attacked; and 
even then inquire, before you turn out, what 
it is and where it is. To the first question 
we shall doubtless be answered, it is the con- 
stitution. And what, pray, is the constitu- 
tion ? I know what it was, as well perhaps as 
my neighbours. I know also, that it is net 
what it was, but has been grossly perverted 
to the wont purposes. I shall not attempt, 
here, to anatomize bodies politic and disclose 
the scene of their operations ; but, adhering 
to the good old book which tells me, in that 
language of simple wisdom, which aU can 
easily comprehend, a free it knonn Us fruit. 
1 say it roust be a bad tree which produces 
such fruit as the embargo. And where is this 
government ? It is in the southern swamps, 
and western wilds. If Britons go there to in- 
vade, will federalists go there to defend It ?— 
Jf so, much good may it do them. t 

But it is not the administration, neither is 
it exactly the government, it is the American 
union, and above all American liberty which 
Js to be defended. When American liberty 
is invaded let the virtuous and the brave pour 
'out again their hearts blood in its defence. 
But is it certain that the union and liberty are 
inseparable. Is it certain that they are con- 
nected ? Is it certain that they are compati- 
ble ? It is certain that the union was formed 
to seoare liberty, and it is certain that the 



northern states made large conccs&ioas im 
compass the union. While the fascinating 
word equality was repeated from mouth to 
mouth, and re-ecboed from the hills to the 
waves, they assented, for the sake of union, to 
an unequal compact. They purchased and 
they paid for the uuion. flattering themselves 
that it placed liberty beyond the reach of 
danger. But how stands the fact ? Let the 
best informed in the ranks of jacobinism step 
forw ard and point out, if he can, a statute, an 
edict, an ukase, an any thing during the last 
century iu all Euro|»e (not excepting France • 
under Bonaparte) which made so audacious an 
attack on the liberty of man as the late em- 
bargo. By it, that incommunicable right of le- 
gislation which the people had entrusted *• 
the cougress, tbey transferred to- the presi- 
dent. Not only was his will declared to be 
law ; but refining on the wicked ingenuity of 
that ancient tyrant, whose edicts written in 
small character were placed on the top of a 
lolly column, the president's will, expressed 
in secret instructions to the instruments of 
bis power, was to have the force and effect of 
law. His custom house officers could stop ci- 
tizens on the high road, take their property, 
and if resisted, take their lives. If a plun- 
dered or maimed citizen appealed to the 
courts of justice for redress, it was sufficient 
for the president's agent to assert, in general 
terms, that Uie chaige was false, and on trial, 
the facts beiug established, to draw forth the 
secret instruction and be justified. Let Tri- 
poli or Algiers produce any thing equal to this. 
The Deys and Bashaws of Africa and the 
Last, commit acts of detestable tyranny : but 
these arc mere abuses of power. The tyrants 
of Tunis, Tripoli and Algiers do not enaet such 
laws. And let it not be forgotten, but deep- 
ly engraven on every honest heart, that this 
nefarious system was prepared exclusively for 
the eastern states, and screwed on their necks. 
I say, exclusively, for it is notorious that New- 
York, and the ports south of it, were strict ly 
blockaded by the enemy. On them, there- 
fore, the embargo could not operate. To 
them it was a dead letter. Is it then to 
support a union and a government fruitful fa 
such oppression that federalists are to fight ? — . 
But no, it is for their country. 

Beloved country I name forever dear, 
Still breath'd in sighs, still uttered with a tear 
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Perish the wretch that will not defend 
thee. But bave federalist* a country ? Id 
ibis they are proscribed. Let the best a- 
mong them, those who during the contest for 
independence were most eminent in council 
or the field, solicit the humblest office : let the 
veteran soldier bare a bosom scarred with 
honourable wounds, and pointing to children 
who pine in want, ask the place of a deputy's 
deputy to procure them bread; the single 
word federalist shall close his lips shall justi- 
fy the sleek upstart's denial, and send the sup- 
plicant away to starve. At the same mo- 
ment let a wretch, whose crimes bare driven 
htm from his Dative land, come forward, his 
head close cropt, the countenance of a savage, 
with the manners of a blackguard, and the 
doors of office fly open. He marches away in 
triumph, to collect the people's money and 
abscond. Or let a shameful sycophant com- 
mence some idle tale which he calls a disco- 
very, by saying, / nas a spy, I am a scoundrel, 
the treasury chest is unlocked, and the fifty 
thousand dollars which rewarded his villainy 
proclaim the folly of his dupes. This coun- 
try belongs to jacobins. Those who levy ar- 
mies, make loans, impose taxes, i»hare among 
the in the public treasure, declare war, mock 
at our misery, shut their ears to our groans, 
and leave us exposed to an enemy whose 
wrath they have studied and laboured to in- 
flame, while they prosecute with unheard of 
extravagance, romantic expeditions which ex- 
pose us alike to ridicule and to ruin, those are 
the men who should fight to defend the power 
they meanly acquired and basely abuse. If 
federalists like such rulers they ought also to 
fight- Perhaps their masters, if successful, 
may be so kind as to grant what Lazarus pray- 
ed for. the crumbs which fall from their table. 
Perhaps too, the enemy, if victorious, may 
take pity on them. Much, very much in- 
deed, will they deserve to be pitied. 

I shall uot pretend to guess what federalists 
will do, much less to decide on what they 
ought to do. I am neither a seer nor a peda- 
gogue, but merely 

AN OBSERVER. 



PROCLAMATION 
Of the General Council of the Department of 
Seine:— 

1KB A BIT ANTS or PARIS ! 

YOUR. Magistrates would be traitors to 



you and to the country, if they, out or person- 
al views, any longer suppressed the voice of 
their conscience. ^ 

That voice proclaims to them, that yori 
have to attribute all the evils that over- 
whelm you to one man. 

It is he who every year takes away by the 
conscription a tenth part of your families. 
Which of us has not lost a son, a brother, a 
relation, or a friend ; for whom did all those 
brave men die? For him alone, not for their 
country. Wherefore ? They are sacrificed, 
absolutely sacrificed, to eternise the memory, 
the madness of the mo^t dreadful tyrant that 
ever oppressed the human race. It is he 
who, instead of 800 millions, which France 
paid under our good and ancient Kiugs, to be 
free, happy, and tranquil, has burtheoed her 
with 1600 million* ; which burthen he even 
threatened to increase. It is he who has shut 
against us the seas of both hemispheres, who 
has annihilated all the souices of national 
prosperity, has torn the cultivators from our 
iields, the workmen from our manufactories. 
To him we arc indebted for the hatred of all 
nations, without having merited it ; since we 
as well, as they have been more the unhappy 
victims than the fad instruments of his rage. 

Is not he the man who, contemning every 
thing men hold sacred, has kept in prison the 
venerable bead of our religion ? Is it not he, 
who by a detestable piece of irertchery rob- 
bed a King, his ally, of his dominions, and de- 
livered the Spanish nation our ancient, and 
faithful friend, to the horrors of devastation? 
Is it not he who brought the enemy to the 
very door of his deceived subjects, after ha- 
ving just refused an honourable peace, in which 
our unhappy country might at least have taken 
breath a while : and did he not, lastly, give 
the scandalous orders to the national guard 
uselessly to expose itself in an impracticable 
defence of the capital, upon which capital h* 
thus invoked all the vengeance of the enemy? 

Finally, is it not he, who, fearing nothing so 
much as trnth, has contemptuously, before 
the eyes of all Europe, driven away our legis- 
lators, because they once veuture to tell him 
the truth, with equal moderation and digni- 
ty ? 

What does it signify that ho has sacrificed 
a small number of persons to his personal 
revenge, when he has sacrificed France — 
France do we say?— all Europe to his bound- 
less ambition? Ambition to revenue that is 
indifferent. Be it as it may ; behold the con- 
sequence ; see the whole Continent of Europe 
every where covered with the mangled bones 
of Frenchmen, and of people who had nothing 
to demand of each other, who did not hate 
each other : whose remoteness from each oth- 
er precluded all differences; and whom be 
alone has plunged into war in order to fill the 
world with his name. 

Why should we be told of his party con- 
quests ? What good have they done us ? The 
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whole people, who says in his bulletins, 
" Macon has opened its gates to eighteen 
Cossacks," &c. « Reims has entertained 
the Cossacks for fifteen days, &c. n After 
taking pleasure in setting up the different 
parts of France against each other, ought 
he not likewise to conclude by calumnia- 
ting his array ? 

And yet, what part of the army is it 
be accuses ? Is it the old guards, the sight 



they show for Marshal Oudinot ? The 
march of his pari of the army leads him 
to his native city, there every species of 
happiness seems to fcxpect him, his nu- 
merous friends assembled, his companions 
in youth, and at the college conduct him 
to his house, surrounded by people who 
know him, and rejoice to see him; he 
reaches home, his aged father lias been 
visited and congratulated, the enemy's 



of whom alone decided battles ? Is it soldiers have protected his estate, the or- 



the troops returned from Spain, whose un 
common intrepidity have so frequently 
excited admiration, and that the King of 
Prussia himself applauded in the fight of 
Bar-sur-Aube. Lastly, is it the young 
troops of the guard yet unable to manage 



tier to respect th?m is signed by the Prin- 
ces of Prussia, and in the midst of war, 
and of the disorders it occasions, every 
thing at his dwelling wears the appear- 
ance of peace. 
• 8uch is 



arms, but whose astonishing firmness 
has so frequently kept in check much 
more numerous forces, more accustomed 
to war. 

His army knew and saw but him only, 
fogetting the cause of the public, it was 
devoted to his alone. Even after his re- 
verses, even after his faults, it constantly 
greeted him with its usual acclamation 
and cries of vive rEtnpereur, in a cause ex- 
clusively his own, brought to remem- 
brance this saying related by Tacitus, 
** Ca»sar, morituri tesalutant," Casar, those 
greet you who are about to (He. 

It was necessary that our justification 
should come from our enemies themselves. 
How they agree with/each other in speak 
ing of the French army. The first word 
Of the Emperor Alexander, upon enter- 
ing Paris, is an eulogium on the army. — 
He repeats it often, be takes pleasure in 
renewing it; when the commanders of 
that army come to connect its cause with 
Hhat of the nation, he, in their presence ex- 
presses his admiration of what with such 
little means, it has done against forces so 
many times superior; the bravery, the acti- 
vity which lead French soldiefs, to be found 
■wherever they ought to combat, that per- 
fect devotedness of mind that leads them 
to die wherever they cannot conquer. 

How also, do these enemy sovereigns 
net themselves to honour the commanders 
of the French army ? By what happy 
terms does Alexander know how to add 
to the praise of the army, that of its chiefs; 
and how does he honour the whole in the 
person of Marshal Ney, whose brilliant 
valour and noble frankness so strictly re- 
mind us of the knight, without fear and 
nithoui reproach* And what esteem do 



the army, such are the men 
whom Napoleon has calumniated by way 
of farewell. But too many brilliant proofs 
justify us, our courage, our readiness to 
yield up our lives are not doubtful, they 
will remain the same, (for they cannot be 
greater) in the cause of the nation and of 
the sovereign it has proclaimed. 

A. SOLDIER. 



To the 
troves, April 14, 1814. 

SIR, 

The town of Troyes claims the honour 
of having been one of tbe first that by its 
wishes, has called the descendants of St. 
Louis and of Henry IV. back to the throne 
of France, at a time when Napoleon with., 
arms in his hands might have entered this 
unfortunate city, marking his passage thro* 
it by new assassinations. On the 11th 
of last February, nine of the principal in- 
habitants had the honour to be presented 
to his majesty the Emperor Alexauder, 
from whom they received that flattering 
reception, which renders him so dear to 
the French, they handed to him the fol- 
lowing address, 

To the Chiefs of the Allied Armies. 
Sires, 

The inhabitants of the town of Troyes 
have been always distinguished for attach- 
ment to their lawful sovereign, they gave 
signal proofs of this to tbe unfortunate 
Louis XVI. After being enslaved for 
twenty-two years, the first use that they 
make of their liberty is to manifest their 
wishes for the re-establishment of the dy- 
nasty of the Bourbons. Masters of the 
whole kingdom, sires, you have, dons 
enough for your glory, give to the world 
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an example of magnanimity highly wor- 
thy of your majesties. In restoring; to 
France her king, her laws, her religion, 
you will secure her happiness, and a last- 
ing peace to Europe. I f sires, the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Troyes may be al- 
lowed to flatter themselves with this 
hope, nothing shall disturb the joy which 
they feel in having your majesties within 
iueir walls. (The signatures follow.) 

A copy of this address was carried im- 
mediately to Bale, to his highness Mon- 
tieur, the Count d'Artois, lieutenant gene- 
ral of the kingdom. 

Some days after, the tyrant, profiting by 
an ephemeral success entered. Troyes. 
His faithful spies had given him a daily 
account of what took place there ; before 
he descended from his horse he command- 
ed two victims whom he selected to be shot 
the same hour, and to have sent to him a 
list of the other inhabitants suspected of 
being attached to the cause of the Bour- 
bons ; the same fate was reserved for them, 
but Providence had at last fixed that mo- 
ment for the end of the crimes of Napo- 
leon, and the misfortunes of France. 

I have the honour to salute you sir, with 
consideration, 

PICARD, M. D. 



Translated for the Not York Evening Post. 

FROM THE JOURNAL OES DEBATES OF APRIL 6. 

Of Bonaparte, of the Bourbons, and or the 
necessity of rallying round our legitimate 
princes for the happiness of France and of 
Europe; by Fr. Aug. Chateaubriand. 

{Third and last extract from his pamphlet, 
* just published in Paris, the two first of which 
we have not received.] 

OF THE BOURBONS. 
The recollections of old France, religion, 
ancient customs, family morals, the habits of 
our infancy, the cradle, the tomb— all attach 
us to the sacred word of king; it terrihes do 
oue ; on the contrary, it inspires confidence. 
King, magistrate, father, these ideas arc inse- 
parable with every true Frenchman. Thyre 
will not be repose, nor honour, nor happin s, 
nor stability in our laws, fortunes, opinions, un* 
til the Bourbons are re-established ou the 
thi ouc. Surely, antiquity, more grateful than 
we, would not have failed to call a divine race, 
which, beginning by a brave and prudent king, 
and finishing by a martyr, has reckoned in the 
space of nine centuries, forty-three monarchs, 
among whom we do not find but one single ty- 
: singular example in the history of the 



country. Probity and honour were seated on 
the throne of France, as were force and policy 
on manv of the other thrones. The.noble and 
mild blood of the Capets ceased to produce 
heroes only to make kings who were honest 
men. Some were called wise, good, just, well 
beloved : others, sirnamed great, august, fa- 
thers of learning and of the country. Some 
few among them had passion which they expi- 
ated by misfortunes ; but none frightened the 
world by those vices which load the memory 
of the C«sars, and which Bonaparte has re- 
produced. 

The Bourbons, last branch of this sacred 
tree, have seen, by an extraordinary fatality, 
their first king fall under the poignard of fana- 
ticism, and their last under the axe of Athe- 
ism — Democracy. -Since the time of Robert, 
sixth son of St. Louis, from whom he descend- 
ed, there was only wanting for them, during 
so many ages, that glory of adversity which 
they have at length so magnificently obtained. 
What have we to reproach them with ? The 
name of Henry the fourth yet makes every 
French heart bound with joy, while it suffuses 
our eyes with tears; we owe to Louis XIV. 
the best part of our glory. Have we not sir- 
named Louis XVI. the most honest man of his 
kingdom ? 

This family weeps in exile, not their mis- 
fortunes, but ours. That young princess whom 
we have persecuted, whom we rendered an 
orphan, weeps every day in foreign palaces 
over the heart-rending state of the prisons of 
France. She might have received the hand 
of a powerful prince, but she preferred to 
unite her fate to that of her cousin, poor, ex- 
iled, proscribed, because he was a Frenchman, 
and that she would not separate herself from 
the misfortunes of her family. All the world 
admires her virtues; the nations of Europe 
foUow her when she appears in their public 
walks — loading her with benedictions; and 
we, we could forget her: When she left her 
country where she had been so unhappy — she 
looked back, and «hed tears. Constant objects 
of her prayers and love, we hardly know that 
she exists. •» / feci, she sometimes said, that 
I shall never have children but in France,'* af- 
fecting words, which alone ought to make us 
fall at her feet and tear from us sobs of repen- 
tance. 

The brother of our king Louis XVIII. who 
| is to be the first to reign over us, is a prince 
known by his learning, inaccessible to prcjudi- 
cices ; a stranger to vengeance. Of all sove- 
reigns who might govern France at present, it 
is he perhaps who best suits our actual position 
or the spirit of the age ; as of all the men 
whom we could choose Bonaparte is the least 
calculated to be a king. — The institutions of 
nations are the work of time and experience ; 
to reign we must above all things have reason 
and uniformity. A prince who has onlv two 
or three common ideas in bis hexd hut useful 



world, and eternal subject of pride "for our | ones, would be a more suitable sovereign for a 
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nation then an extraordinary adventurer, in- 
cessantly engendering new plans, imagining 
new lairs, not believing he reigns but when he 



labours to disturb bis people, and changing— 
destroying in the evening what he created in 
the morning. Louis XVIII has not only those 



Jised ideas, that moderation, that good sense 
so necessary in a monarch, but he is also a 
prince, the friend of letters, learned and elo- 
quent like many of our kings, possessed or a 
mind regulated and enlightened — ol'a charac- 
ter firm and philosophical. 

Let us choose between Bonaparte, who re- 
turns, bringing to us the bloody code nf the con- 
scription, and Louis XVIII. who advances to 
heal our wounds — the will of Louis XVI. in 
his hand. — He will repeat at his coronation 
these words, written by his virtuous brother. 

•* I i 'I don with my whole heart those who 
are my enemies, without my having given them 
the least reason to be so, and I pray God to 
pardon them." 

Monsieur the Count d'Artois, so frank, so 
loyal, so truly French, distinguishes himself to 
day by his piety, his mildness and his good- 
ness, as much as he was remarked in early 
youth by his air of grandeur and his royal 
graces. Bonaparte was beaten down by the 
hand of God, but not corrected by adversity ; 
in proportion as he retreated into the conntry 
which now escapes from his tyranny, he drag- 
ged after him unhappy victims loaded with 
irons ; it is in the Uul prisons of France that 
he exercises the last acts of his power. Mon- 
sieur tho Count d' Artois arrives alone, with- 
out soldiers, without support, unknown to the 
French to whom be shows himself. Hardly 
had he pronounced his name, before the peo- 
ple fail at his feet; they kiss the skirts of bis 
garment, tbey hug his knees ; they cry on i > 



him — shedding floods of tears ; 



re bring 



ynu nothing but our hearts ; the monster has 
left us nothing else .'** — To quit France in that 
manner, to enter it in this— Recognise, my 
country men, on one side the usurper, on the 
other the legitimate prince. M. Tho duke of 
Augoulcme has appeared in auother of our 
provinces ; Bordeaux, second city of the king- 
dom, threw itself into his arms and the coun- 
try of Henry the IV. acknowledges with 
transports of joy the heir of the virtues of the 
people of Beam. Our armies have not seen 
a braver knight than M. the Dnkc of Bcrri. 
Af. the Duke of Orleans proves by his noble 
fidelity to the blood of the king, that his name 
:s one of the foremost of France. I have al- 
readv spoke of the three generations of French 
heroes, M. the prince of Conde, M. the duke 
of Bourbon ; 1 leave to Bonaparte to name the 
third— (Engl»ein ! ! !— Ed.) 

By what shameful caprice did we give to 
the son of a tip staff of A jaccio, the heritage 
of Robert the Stroiic; ? This Robert the Strong 
descended apparently from the second race, 
and the la*t allied itself to the first. He was 
of Paris. Hugh Capet, brought to the 



French as a Frenchman, Paris, his patern 
inheritance, also imnuusr property and 
mains. France, so small under the first U%» . 
pets, enriched and enlarged herself under their 
descendants. To replace this ancient race 
we went to look for a king, as was said by a 
senator, among a people whom the Romans 
would not have for slaves. It was in favour of 
an obscure Italian, whose fortune was made by 
plundering all Frenchmen, thai we overthrow 
the Saliquc law, palladium of our empire. 
How much did our fathers differ from us in 
sentiments and in maxims ! At the death of 
Philip the Handsome, they adjudged the 
crown to Philip of Valois, in exclusion of Ed- 
ward III. king of England ; they preferred to 
condemn themselves to two centuries of war, 
rather than be governed by a foreigner. This 
noble resolution was the cause of* the glory 
and groatness of France ; the Oriflame, was 
rent in pieces on the plains of Grecy, Poictiers 
and Agincourt, but its fragments finally tri- 
umphed over the banners of Edward III. and 
Henry V. and the cry of Mountjoy St. Den- 
nis strangled all our factions. The same ques- 
tion of succession was played off on the death 
of Henry HI ; the parliament of that day is- 
sued the famous edict which gave Henry IV. 
and Louis XIV. to France. These were ne- 
vertheless not ignoble heads — those of Ed- 
ward HI. Henry V. the Duke of Guise, and 
the Infant of Spain— Great God i What then 
has become of the pride of France ! She re- 
fused such great sovereigns in order to pre- 
serve the French and rojal race, and she 
made choice of Bonaparte, nay his detested 
birth-day (1,5th August) impiously appears in 
all our Almanac's, as the day of Saint Napo- 
leon!! Will posterity believe what we have 
seen — what we still see »***•**• 

Bonaparte has nothing French in his manners 
or character. His very features show his origin. 
The language which he learnt in his cradle is 
not ours, and his accent, like his name betrays 
his country. His father and mother lived 
half of their fives subjects of the republic of 
Genoa. He is more sincere than his flatterers; 
he would not acknowledge himself a French- 
man ; he hates and despises us. He has been 
often heard to say, its just like ye, ye French 
*******. In common conversation he spoke 
of Italy as his country, and of France as his 
conquest. If Bonaparte is a Frenchman we 
must necessarily admit that Toussaint-Lou- 
verture was as much, or more so than be ; for 
in truth he was born in an old French colony, 
and under French laws ; the freedom which 
he recoived gave him the rights of subjects 
and citizen, and a foreigner Drought up by 
the charity of our kings, occupies the throne 
of onr kings, and incessantly pants to shed 
our blood ! We watched over his youth, and 
in gratitude he plunges us into an abyss of 
wretchedness ! 

How delightful it will be to repose at 
length after so many tronblcs and rsfTerinjs, 
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our legitimate 

sovereign ! 

We hare a legitimate Prince, born of our 
blood, educated amongst us, whom we know, 
who knows ns, who has our manners, tastes, 
habits, for whom we prayed to God in our 
youth, whose name our children know as well 
as that of their nearest neighbours, and whose 
forefathers lived and died with ours. 

If the re-establishment of the bouse of 
Bourbon is necessary to France, it is not less 
so to all Europe. 

To advert at first only to private reason, is 
there a man in the world who would put any 
confidence in the word of Bonaparte ? Is it 
not one of the first points of his policy as 
well as the inclinations of his heart, to make 
talent consist in deceiv ing, to look upon good 
faith as folly and the mark of a narrow mind, 
and to laugh at the sanctity of oaths ? Has 
lie kept a single one of the treaties which he 
made with the different powers of Europe ? — 
If was always by violating some article of these 
treaties, and in full peace, that he made his 
most brilliant conquest. 

Other powers, so often deceived, conld they 
at once resume a security which might ruin 
tbem ? What, can they so soon have forgot- 
ten the pride of the adventurer who treated 
them with so much insolence, who boasted of 
having kings in his anti-chamber, who sent to 
signify his orders to sovereigns, established 
spies even in their courts, and said openly that 
before ten years his oynastv would be the 
oldest in Europe? Can kings treat with a 
man who has heaped upon them outrages 
which a simple individual could not brook 7— 
A lovely queen, who was the admiration of 
Europe for her beauty, her courage, and her 
virtues, was by him precipitated into an un- 
timely grave, by the most cowardly, as well 
as low insults and injuries. The sacredness of 
kings as well as decency, restrains mc from 
repeating the calumnies, the rudeness and 
vulgar coarse pleasantries which, in turn, he 
has poured out against those very kings and 
their ministers, who to-day dictate laws to 
him in his palace. If the rulers of other na- 
tions despise these outrages personally, they 
cannot and they ought not to despise them for 
the interest and majesty of thrones ; they 
one it even to the happiness of their people, 
to make themselves respected by them, by 
breaking the sword of the usurper, and dis- 
honouring forever that abominable right of 
the strongest, on which Bonaparte founded his 
pride and his empire. It deeply concerns the 
tranquility and welfare of the people, it con- 
cerns the security of crowns, the lives and fa- 
milies of sovereigns, that a man, sprung out 
of the inferior ranks of society should not 
with impunity seat himself on the throne of 
his master, take place among legitimate sove- 
reigns, treat them as brothers, and find in the 
revolutions which raised him. sufficient 



strength to balaa*«" f be rights of the legiti- 1 ration of the French 



macy of his r*ee. K this example is one* 
given to the world, no monarch can reckon 
on hi* crown. Let them be very careful ; all 
the monarchies of Europe are very nearly 
daughters of the same manners and the sanitf 
tiroes; all kings are in reality a scenes of 
brothers, united by the christian religion and, 
the antiquity of dear and noble recollections 
This beautiful and great system once broken, 
new races seated on the thrones, will make 
other manners reign ; other principles, other 
ideas. It is done then for ancient Europe ; 
and in the course of some years a general re- 
volution will have changed the succession o( 
all its sovereigns. Kings then must take the 
defence of the house~ of Bourbon, as they 
would that of their own family. What is true 
in this as it regards royalty is equally so con- 
sidered as it respects natural relations. There 
is not a king in Europe who has not Bourbon 
blood in bis veins, and who docs not see in 
them illustrious and unfortunate relations. — 
The people have been too much taught that 
thrones may be convulsed. It rests with 
kings now to slvow them, that if thrones can 
bo shaken, tbey cannot be destroyed ; that 
for the happiness of the world, crowns do not 
depend on the successes of crime and the 
sports of fortune. 

Paris, like Athens, has seen foreigners en- 
ter her walls, who have respected her in re- 
membrance of her glory and her great men. — 
Eighty thousand conquering soldiers have slept 
by the side of our citizens without troubling 
their slumbers, without committing the small- 
est violence, without even singing a song of 
triumph. These are liberators, and not con- 
querors, immortal honour to the sowreigns 
who have given to the world a similar trample 
of moderation in the midst of victory .' What 
injuries they had to avengo ! But they did 
not confound Frenchmen with the tyrant who 
oppresses them. So have they already reap- 
ed the fruits of their magnanimity. They 
have been received by the inhabitants of Paris 
as if they had been our true monarch? — a* 
French Princes ; ax Bourbons. We shall soon 
behold the decendants of Henry IV. Alexan- 
der has promised them to ns , be recollects 
that the marriage contract of the Duke and 
Dutchess of Angouleme are deposited in the 
archives of Russia. He has faithfully preser- 
ved the last public act of our lawful govern- 
meut ; he has brought it back to the treasury 
of our characters, where we will preserve in 
our turn the recital of his entry into PARIS, 
as one of the greatest and most glorious monu- 
ments of history. 

At the same time let us not separate from 
the two sovereigns who are now among us 
that other sovereign who makes to the cause 
of kings and to the repose if the people the 
greatest of sacrifices ; may be find as a monarch 
and a father the recompencc of his virtues in 
the compassion, the gratitude and the admi? 
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Frenchmen ! friends, companions in mis- 
fortune, let us forget our quarrels, our hatreds, 

ourerrors, to save the couutry , let us embrace 
each other on the rains of our dear native 
land ; and that, calling to our succour the heir 
of Henry IV. and of Louis XIV. he should come 
to dry up the tears of his children, rej>torc 
happiness to his family, and charitably throw 
over our wounds the mantle of Saint Louis, 
half torn to pieces by our own hands. Let us 
deeply ponder over all the evils which we 
feel, the loss of our property, of our armies, 
the horrors of invasion, the butchery of our 
children, the trouble and the decomposition ol 
all France, the loss of our liberties, and serious* 
ly reflect that all this is the work of one sin- 
«le man, and that we owe all the opposite 
blessings to an omnipotent overruling Provi- 
dence, through whose wisdom and goodness, 
after a long night of darkness and death, light 
and mercy have come among us from all parts 
of Europe with healing in their wings ! Let us 
then cause to be heard on all sides the only 
shout which can save us, that sacred sout-tran- 
sportiug Paan which our fathers made to re- 
sound in misfortune as in victory, and which 
shall be for us the signal of peace and happi- 
Lono Long the King. 



Some account of the last moments of the 
Duke D'Enghicn. 

The following interesting statement is 
copied from our late London papers, re- 
ceived by the Pair American. The last 
signal overthrow of the tyrant who caused 
the murder of an amiable prince will in no 
wise diminish the interest of this narrative. 

Every one knows that this excellent but 
unfortunate prince, to whom the French 
royalists looked as their great hope, was 
caried away from Kastadt, by the orders 
of that monster whose crimes and good 
fortune have rendered his name but too fa- 
mous. This detestable act of violence 
and perfidy, of which history scarcely 
leaves us an example, was performed by 
300 hussars, whom the Corsican had direc- 
ted to be chosen for the execution of his 
cmel intentions against this unhappy 
prince who, on the day on which be was 
seized, happened to be engaged with a 
hunting party in the neighborhood of 
Ra&tadt. He had previously received 
from different persons, hints of the danger 
which threatened him, but which, from 
some unfortunate fatality, he did not at- 
tend to. He most probably felt himself 
under the protection of a neutral state, 
then at peace with France — be that as it 
may, he decided in returning to Kastadt, 
and to occupy his former apartments, 



which he acordingly did. In the middle 
of the night, Caulincourt, the worthy 
confidant of such a master, entered the 
town full gallop, at the head of his 300 as- 
sassins, who surrounded the house of their 
unhappy victim, Hnd forced I he door. On 
hearing the noise, the duke immediately 
got up and seized his doublebarelletj 
gun, which was loaded in the room, det- 
tertnined to perish as a brave man ought. 
One of his principal officers, on whom he 
placed the greatest confidence, but who 
had always been suspected of hiving be- 
trayed his master on this occasion, repre- 
sented to him that any resistance would 
be useless, and that the only chance he had 
of saving that life so dear to every French- 
man would be to throw himself upon the 
generosity of Bonaparte, who would be 
afraid of taking away the life of the last of 
the family of the great Conde, who had 
always becu the idol of the French na- 
tion. The argument induced the priuce 
to lay down his arms, which he had no 
sooner done, than Caulincourt entered, at 
the head of a part of his escort, with their 
drawn swords and pistols in their hands. — 
Having told him what the orders of his 
master were, the Prince immediately fol- 
lowed him without speaking and was put 
into a chaise dc post, which only stopped 
to change horses till they arrived at Paris, 
where he was immediately put in the tem- 
ple — Hulm, the President of the commis- 
sion appointed to try him, without even 
allowing him to make any defence, read 
to him the sentence of death w hich had 
been passed unanimously upon him by these 
monsters. The unfortunate D'Enghien 
was immediately removed to Vincennes, 
and thrown into a dungeon there. 

Caulincourt, having noticed the high 
spirit he had exhibited since his arrest, 
and, perhaps, fearing the effect it might 
have on the soldiers gave an infernal or- 
der, that the Prince should be deprived 
of all food, that he might appear depres- 
sed, and unlike himself at the moment of 
his execution. This, however, did not 
prove to be the cause. In the middle of 
the night he was taken out of his prison, 
and conducted, by the light of torches, to 
the side of a deep hole, into which a quan- 
tity of quick lime had previously been 
thrown. 

gavary, now at the head of the police at 
Paris, fixed a small lantern to the Prince's 
button, to serve as a m+rk for the sol- 
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diers to fire at Having assisted in fixing | 
it, and surveyed .first of all hit grave and 
then the soldiers, he called to them with a 
most commanding voice, to fire. The 
soldiers, however, remained immovable, 
and it was not till Hulm and Savary, had 
reiterated their commands, that these 
satellites of the Tyrant could be induced 
to discharge their pieces at the unfortu- 
nate victim, who fell dead by the side of 
the grave which had been prepared to re- 
ceive him. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRELEGIRLATURE. 

ANSWER Of THE SENATE TO THE OOVEBNOa'S 

SPEECH. 



and have a right to express their opinio a 
candid and decent manner, of all public mea- 



sures. 



■Hay U please your Excellency, 

The Senate of New-Hampshire, with great 
satisfaction, congratulate you and their fellow 
Ci listens, on your election to tins office of 
Chief Executive Magistrate for the ensuing 
year. The repeated choice of the chief 
public officer in the State, by the free suffrages 
of his fellow citizens, is the best evidence of 
their confidence in the roan, and their appro- 
bation of his measures; and this confidence 
and approbation constitute the best reward of 
public service. 

In a Republic a difference of opinion on 
important measures is to be expected ; and 
as it excites inquiry and discussion, and tends 
to a general dissemination of useful informa- 
tion, is not always to be considered an evil. 
The Senate are persuaded, that the people of 
this State reverence the Constitution of the 
United States, and will pay a willing and 
cheerful obedience to all laws made iu con- 
formity to that instrument. This is their du- 
ty, and what their duty requires they will ne 
rer hesitate to perform. But while they fee 
this their duty, they at the same time know 
that all power is deprived from the people, 
and that all the officers of government are 
their agents, and that from this principle it 
always is the right, and frequently becomes 
the duty, of every citizen to examine the 
conduct of those who administer the govern- 
ment ; and while it is his duty to bestow his 
approbation and support on those who dis- 
cbarge the trust committed to them, with 
talents and integrity, it is also his duty in a 
candid and proper manner to point out to the 
public any evidence in his power, of rulers 
who pursue measures destructive of the rights 
aud interests of the people, to prevent their 
being again elected to offices they are, from 

want of ability, or from corrupt iutentions, 

unfit to fill. 

If any aid or service, not required by the 
^constitution and laws, be expected from the 
< iti'/cns Ol NOW- Hampshire, they will grant 
•r withhold it, as shall in their opinion be 
.most for the public good. They are freemen, 



When they saw laws made by the national 
legislature, not regulating but destr0 J"£ 
ro7nmeree. they had a right to say. that m 
their opinion, such laws were not au homed 
by the letter or spirit of the Constitution . 
When war was declared against a powerful 
nation, with whom it was tor our interests to 
be at peace, they had a right to say, that tne 
true interests ol the people were 
When they saw a neighbouring province in- 
vaded, with whose inhabitants we were con- 
nected by habits of mutual intercourse and 
kindness, tbey had a right to say that such 
invasion was against sound policy and mo- 
rality. When they saw the war carried on lor 
almost two years, with immense expense, and 
the loss of many valuable lives, and great in- 
jury to the morals of the people, without any 
benefit or reasonable prospect of benefit, they 
had a right to say, that their rulers no longer 
deserved their confidence. 

The right of the people to state facts, and 
express opinions of men chosen to administer 
the national or state government, can never 
justify the dissemination of fafsbood, misre- 
presentation, and indiscriminate abuse. It is 
hoped that the number of those who so far for- 
get their duty to themselves and their country 
so as to slander almost every individual in im- 
|K>rtant public offices, or who are the candi- 
dates for such offices, is not so great as their 
activity, zeal, and the multiplicity of their 
labours would seem to indicate ; and that the 
consideration that a free elective government 
cannot otherwise be supported, will induce all 
good men to unite in discountenancing every 
deviation from strict veracity for party pur- 



poses. 

The senate lament the necc«ity of detacli- 
ing any part of their fellow citizens for the 
defence of the town of Portsmouth and its 
harbour, but fully approve of the measures 
adopted by your exceUeucy under the exist- 
ing circumstances. 

The necessity of resorting to detachments 
is as unpleasant to the senate as to your ex- 
cellency ; and we shall early inquire if some, 
mode of raising a competent number of troops 
for our defence may not be adopted which is 
more congenial with the spirit of oar free go- 
vernment, and with the sentiments of our fel- 
low citizens. 

If our just and reasonable expectations of 
protection from the national government 
sliould continue to be disappointed and the 
blood and treasure of the nation be expended 
in fruitless attempts at foreign conquest, in- 
stead of aftbrding protection and safety to our 
frontiers, the senate of New-Hampshire feel 
it their duty to unite in affording every pro- 
tection in their power, to every part of the 

Sta We condole with your exceUency in the 
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tfm of a brother and with the people gene- 
rally in the loss of an eminent citizen, who 
has for a ion* time served them with great 
ability and fidelity ; and will join in such mea- 
sures with the home of representatives as shall 
be necessary to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by this afflicting dispensation of Providence. 

The militia at all times of the greatest im- 
portance In a free country . at this time claims, 
and shaR receive from as particular attention. 

The state of the treasury shall be carefully 
attended to, and the senate will join in raising 
what further supplies may be necessary. 

The senate will carefully attend to their se- 
veral duties pointed out in the constitution, 
and cheerfully co-operate with your excel- 
lency in such measures as are calculated to 
promote the welfare aod happiness of the com- 
munity. 




twecn 
oinate 



with yonr excellency that 
" cease to be a free people." 

We ought dearly to distinguish, beh 
obedience to the laws, and an indiscriminate 
approbation of every measure of our ru 1< rs. — 
The tbnner is the duty of all, while the latter 
denotes a disposition, more consistent with the 
slavish submission of a despotism, than with 
the independence of a republican citizen. The 
spirit of our constitution not only permits, bat 
requires, that vre should exercise freely, and 
fearlessly the right of judging of the measures 
of our Rulers. In making them dependent, 
for their continuance in otfice, on the choice 
of their fellow-citizens, it presumes that those 
citizens are |at liberty to approve, or 1 1 1 -ap- 
prove, of their conduct ; and he who neglects 
to examine or fears to decide, according to 
his own judgment, is, iu some measure instru- 
mental in the destruction of those rights, 
whirl] can only be maintained by a vigilant 
attention, on the part of the people, to resist 
the first steps of encroachment on the freedom 
of public opinion. «fW 
The support of our free republican govern- 
ment depending on the virtue of the people, 
and on their receiving correct information of 
the conduct of their rulers ; it must give us 
serious apprehension for the permanency of 
our institutions, to find that many of those 
sources, to which we look for information on 
passing events, are not regulated by that ** sa- 
cred regard to truth," which would entitle 
them to the confidence of the people ; but 
late events have taught us to observe, that 
misrepresentations, though iu some instances 
circulated under colour of authority, and un- 
derstood to be sanctioned by those whose opi» 
nions mutually claim respect, have been treat- 
ed with an indifference houourable to the com* 
miinity ; and we have so much confidence in 
the good sense of the people, as to believe* 
that those slanders only serve to discredit the 
sources from which they spring, and that the 
citizens of this state have been too long ac- 
quainted with the men whom they delight to 
honour, to l>e misguided by those, whose inter 
rest it may be to deceive them. 

The measures taken by your excellency, 
for the defence of the town of Portsmouth, 
cannot fail to meet the approbation of the 
citizens of the state : and the house of reprc- 
tatives feel disposed to make ample provision 
for militia, who have so honourably evinced 
their readiness to take the field. We rely 
upon the militia, as the only sure defence of 
the country ; and though it may be very un- 
pleasant to resort to detachments, and to call 
from their homes, those, who already feel sufr 
ficicntly the evils of war, yet we have full 
confidence in their willingness to obey the call ; 
and it gives us pleasure to observe, that alt 
are so ready to unite in repelling an invading 





07 THE HOtSE TO THZ GOVEBNOR'S 
SPEECH. 

Jtfffy pUate ymrr Excellency, 

The house of representatives foel peculiar 
pleasure at this time in congratulating your 
Excellency on your re-election, by the suffra- 
ges of your fellow citizens, to the office of chief 
executive magistrate of the state of New- 
Hampshire : and while it affords a satisfactory 
proof of their approbation of your official con- 
duct, we cannot but regard it likewise, as an 
evideive that the people of this state are sen- 
sible of the beneficial effects of the important 
measures of the past year, and that they un- 
derstand, and duly appreciate, the interests 
and motives of those who oppose them. 

A difference of opinion may reasonably be 
expected on a measure, which makes such a 
total change in our foreign relation- , and inter- 
feres to materially with our domestic con- 
« ems, as a declaration of war; and when, du- 
i iug a long interval of prosperity, the preserva- 
tion of our honour, and the defence of our 
lights, have bceu found not inconsistent with 
the continuance of peace, we cannot find our- 
selves suddenly deprived of these blessings, 
without inquiring whether the deprivation be 
necessary. An enquiry on this, as well as on 
ftny other subject, may result in a difference of 
opiiiion ; and those who may be convinced that 
such a measure tends to the destruction of our 
ciril i/iatilutton'v— while they are bound to 
support ihc constitution of the United States, 
and to yeild obedience to the laws.— must 
i ureiy retain the right of expressing their opi- 
nions, though they may differ from those of the 
administration. Whenever the liberty of the 
press, and the freedom of speech, shall be 
deemed consistent only with approving and ad- 
vocating one set of measures, when these 
privileges, designed to be secured to all, shall, 
in practice Le confined to our rulers, or any 
one class of our fellow-citizens, instead of 
bciug. in the words of our constitution, " 

,cnti^ *■> the remit? of frcdom," they must I enemj-, bov.ever tbey may differ as to thene- 
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j 1 ^ W; 40(1 0,511 their exertions 

in defence of the country are considered in no 
way iflconsistent with the strongest desire for 



It might reasonably be expected, that the 
general government would provide sufficient 
lorce to protect our frontiers, rather thau 
urn at foreign conquest"—but experience has 
proved, that while our armies have been in- 
vading a. province of the enemy— rather pro- 
voting his attacks, than making any progress 
against him— our sea coast has been deserted 
ny the troops, provided at the expense of the 
country, for the security of the whole; and 
those, who have already contributed their foil 
proportion of the expenses of this war ; a war, 
c onducted on a scheme of foreign conquest, 
contrary to their interests, and inconsistent 
with their feelings, and pursued with a want 
of success dishonourable to the national cha- 
racter; are compelled to render their per- 
sonal services, and incur a further charge, in 
detence of their own soil. Considering tliese 
circumstances, the house of representatives 
feel disposed to take such measures as may be 
necessary for the defence of the state. 

Whether the blessing of peace be at hand, 
must be a subject of anxious inquiry, when we 
consider the late important event by which 
*e are left to contend alone, with that power 
which has been able so long to withstand the 
combined efforts of the continent and finally to 
triumph over every obtsacie in a design which 
seems likely to terminate in the peaee of Eu- 
rope. And when we reflect, that while our 
enemy Qias been engaged in this stupendous 
conflict on the other side of the AUautic we 
Have not been able to conquer one of its pro- 
vinces, contiguous to our own country, and se- 
parated so far from the resources bv which 
H raujt bn defended, it gives us much cause to 
it^ret that wc are iuvolved iu a war with that 
nation, against which there is so little prospect 
W success, now that she is at liberty to turn 
nor whole force agaiust us. By tbis measure 
oar rulers have placed ns in a situation, where 
we cannot partake ol the general joy produced 
bj this prospect of peace, without feeling that 
u increases our own danger, or leaves us to relv 
»pon the moderation ofour enemy ; a circum- 
stance which diminishes the Mtisfaetion we 
ou^ht to feel, in an event which fills the earth 
with gladness. , 

Wc sincerely sympathise with your excel- 
'«cy, in the loss you have suffered bv the 
ueath of a brother, whose lotg and fa'ithful 
services had endeared him to his feltow-citi- 
7 *ns and renders his death a cause of mourn- 
,u * beyond the sphere of bis immediate eon- 

fSSfFc. vacaftc y in toe *«iate of the 
^ ^ ^occasioned by tbis melancholy 
went will be duly attended to. 

The other subjects, to which your excellen- 
ces directed our notice, will receive our 
«"7 attention ; and. it is hoped that a regard 



in discharging the duties* which are pointed 
out in the constitution. 

From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

A large number of citizens of the state 
of Massachusetts, convened at Boston, 
for the purpose of expressing, in a solemn, 
manner, their thanks to Almighty God, 
for his lafe gracious and wonderful inter- 
position, in delivering Europe from thai 
most fearful despotism, under which a 
great portion of the nations were actually- 
suffering, and which the rest had just rea- 
son to apprehend; aud for the further pur- 
pose of manifesting their sympathy and 
participation in the general joy of one 
hundred millions of the Christian world, 
and their delight at the prospect of a speedy 
and durable tranquility to suffering an*;t 
distracted nations, the following resolu- 
tions having been duly matured, were in- 
troduced by the honourable Mr. Gore, am! 
unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That the citizens of Massa- 
chusetts here assembled, contemplate w Uh 
unfeigned joy the emancipation of the 
French people from the usurped power of 
a ferocious military adventurer; and they 
rejoice in the prospect that thirty-five mil- 
lions of their fellow men, have a reasona- 
ble expectation of being blest with tem- 
perate liberty, adapted to their state of so- 
ciety and habits, and a constitution and 
administration of government, apparently 
conformed to their wishes. They con- 
gratulate the veuerable head of the house 
of Bourbon on his restoration from exile, 
to the throne of his ancestors, to which 
he is called by the entreaties of his peo- 
pie, and from which he lias been excluded 
by a series of crimes, at which humanity 
shudders. They remember the language 
of their revolutionary sages and patriots, 
glowing with affection and respect towards 
the late unhappy and injured possessor of 
the throne of the Bourbons; nor can they ~ 
forget that the good understanding be- 
tween this country und Prance wn^ ne- 
ver interrupted so Ions as that family 
were in power, but that injuries and ioaults, 
such as no nation ever before submitted to, 
have neeii heaped upon it by alT their suc- 
cessors, from the transient de3>)Ot of a day, 
to the more |>ermanent tyrant, clothed 
with imperi tl authority. It is not more, 
from a conviction that the interest of the 
United Steles will bo promoted by the lule 



•or tao interests of the state will unite us ail I auspicious events, \h-j* from [h*\? — . 
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to the happiness of other nations, that 
they congratulate the sovereign and peo- 
ple of France, on the voluntary renewal 
of their ancient ties. 

Resolved, That the people of Massa- 
chusetts recollect the generous sympathy 
of the Dutch towards the American peo- 
ple during the darkest period of their revo- 
lutionary struggle; and rejoice most fer- 
vently in the glorious emancipation of the 
United Netherlands. They bless God, 
that whilst this people appeared to human 
• eyes, forever blotted out of the list of na- 
tions, He was at that moment preparing 
its restoration to independence, and, it may 
be hoj>ed, to glory and power. They re- 
joice with (he patriotic Hollanders at the 
return of tbeiillustrious bouse of Orange 
to their first magistracy, and do not won- 
der at their enthusiastic joy upon the oc- 
casion, when they remember that this an- 
cient family have been always the gallant 
and zealous defenders of the rights and li- 
berties of the Dutch people. 

Resolved, That the liberation of Ger- 
many, Italy and Switzerland, and especi- 
ally of Prussia, with whom this country 
is connected by treaty, are also causes of 
the most exalted pleasure to this assembly. 

Resolved, That they have always wit- 
nessed with deep emotion, and watched 
wiih constant anxiety, the struggle of the 
Spanish and Portuguese nations for their 
independence : and it therefore gives sin- 
cere delight to find this independence fully 
confirmed, and nothing but the unhappy 
situation in which this country is placed 
in relation to one of the allies, prevents 
their expressing a just sense of the vir- 
tues and talents of that chief, to whom, 
inder God, whole nations are so greatly 
indebted. 

RcxolveJ, That this assembly view with 
Miin.?lcd emotions of admiration ami gra- 
titude, the unexampled magnanimity of 
the great head of the confederacy for the 
deliverance of Christendom. The name 
of Alexander the deliverer, will be always 
dear, to every lover of national freedom, 
while the moderation, disinterestedness, 
foresight, and determination of all the con- 
federates, to sacrifice every thing to the 
future repose of Europe, will cause their 
names to be venerated, and the epoch to 
be for ever memorable. It is with the 
greatest joy they perceive this liberality 
and true wisdom in the allied councils, as 
il affords a wjejl grounded hope of a resto- 



ration of peace to this country, on tenni 
compatible with its interest and its honour. 

It is because the recent events in Eu- 
rope have a direct tendency to check anar- 
chical propensities, to restrain ambition* 
foster morals and religion, protect property 
and the arts and finally, to give solid peace 
to the christian world,,that this assembly 
hail them as blessings, that they bow in 
humble gratitude before the Almighty, 
from whose goodness they all proceed: 
and it is from a desire it may be known 
that, with many thousands of their coun- 
trymen, they partake in the joy of all civil- 
ized nations, that these feelings and sen- 
timents are now proclaimed. 

Voted, That the committee of arrange- 
ments be empowered to make these resolu- 
tions public, in such way and manner as 
they may deem advisable. 

LATT OF NEW-YORK. 
An Act for more completely carrying into ef- 
fect the oct, entitled " an act for regulating 
trials of issues, and for returning able and 
sufficient jurors." 

Passed April 15* 1814. 

I. That it shall and may be lawful for the 
judges of the courts of common picas of the 
several counties of this state, or a majority of 
them, whenever it shall appear necessary to 
them, to direct the clerk of the county to give 
notice to the clerks of the several towns in 
such county, that a new return of jurors is ne- 
cessary, stating in such notice the time when 
such return shall be made, and that it shall be 
the duty of the clerks of the several towns ou 
receipt of the said notice, forthwith to serve 
or cause to be served, a copy thereof, on the 
supervisors and assessors of such town, whosft 
duty it shall be to meet such town clerk, at 
such time and place as he shall appoint, and 
that they or a majority of them so met, shall 
make an alphabetical list of the names, with 
the places of abode, and addition of all per- 
sons residing in their resj>eetive towns, and 
qualified and of sufficient ability and under- 
standing to serve on juries in the several courts 
mentioned in the act. entitled " an art for re- 
gulating trials df issues, and for reluming able 
and sufficient jurors," and shall cause the saw! 
list to be delivered to the clerk of the county* 
by the time by him to be stated tor that pur- 
pose, as aforesaid, leaving a copy thereof with 
the clerk of the town to he fded in his office. 

II. That it shall be the duty of the clerks 
of the several counties in this state, on the 
receipt of such list of persons qualified as ju- 
rors, to destroy all the ballots in the jury boxes, 
and to substitute new ballots made from such 
new lists : Provided, That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed iu any way to af- 
fect the act herein mentioned 
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siege of Troy. During the continuance 
of the truce by which the Spanish govern- 
ment admitted the indejvendence, but did 
not acknowledge the entire sovereignty of 
the Dutch Netherlands, a treaty concern- 
ing the freedom of commerce in the north- 
ern and eastern seas, was concluded be- 



tween the states general, and the Han so 



COMMERCIAL POLICY. 
No. in. 

There was a general meeting of depu- 
ties of the Hanse Towns at Cologne, J Towns, 
-where the y javc atJeu'i on to complaints | the tr**1p concluded betw 
gainst pror&nlngs- <n Denmark, in the i an, I jDeimmk, wiih the 1 



fourteenth century. Their assembly at' 
Lubeck, in 1418, agreed upon various ar- 
ticles of ordinances. And, in 147-1, the 
Uanse Towns made a treaty with Ed- 
ward the fourth of England. Hamburgh, 
Lubeck and Bremen, are regarded as 
founders of the famous society called the 
Hanseatic League, or in more formal style 
the association of the Teutonic Hanse. 

Places in various countries joined their 
interests, and were received into the 
union. Many of the principal cities of 
Europe were numbered among the asso- 
ciates. They had facilities of communi- 
cation by means of navigable waters — ri- 
vers, sens, ocean. The general purpose 
of the association, was freedom and securi- 
ty of commerce. It was an union for 
mutual welfare in trade, and to assist each 
oilier with Hanseatic resources. They 



And according to an article of 
ecn Sweden 
mediation of 
France, in 1045, the towns of the Han- 
seatic league were to enjoy freedom oC 
commerce by sea and land. 

As originally formed, tiie Hanseatic 
union was commercial. Ami the imme- 
diate object of the parties was the securi- 
ty of their trade in the Baltic sea. 

On adverting to the positions of cities 
of the Hanse, we observe Lubeck on the 
Trave, not far from the Baltic sea, Dant- 
z.ick watered by the Vistula, and giving 
name to a gulf within the Baltic, Naples, 
Leghorn, Barcelona,fronting the Mediter- 
ranean sea, Seville on the ancient Boeu's 
enriching Andelusia, and reaching the 
lan tic ocean, Lisbon on the right bat* oC 
the Tagus with the capacious port open- 
ing to the Atlantic, Cologne on the Rhine, 
extending from Switzerland to the sea, 
Amsterdam on the Amstel, with the Zuy- 



marinera to defend the ship against ro- 
vers : Charges Cor curing the wounded, 

were to be settled by general average 

among the concerned : If any one were 

maimed and disabled in defence of the 

ship, he was to be maintained during life 

by a like average. They had a common 

treasury. They provided naval force. 
And they could arrange a treaty for the 

benefit of commerce, although they did 

not support a diplomatic parade about any 

ene fancy, for a longer period ffc*n IV («w<h>s tn (he eHwnrl #f ntJKtoy 



made laws concerning their maiiliine jtlcr-Zee in front, Bremen near the sea,antl 
t«»z*merrc. They iv^iur. d ;nuater air* wa t«ced by the Wesei, Hamburg ou lhe» 

Elbe, communicating with Bohemia anil 
reaching the north sea, or German ocean. 
These, with other principal cities on the 
European continent, have felt the pre- 
sence of French forces within this cen- 
tury. 

The Elbe and the Rhine are distinguish- 
ed in modern warfare a9 presenting ex- 
tensive lines of natural fortification or 
defences, important for communications, 
liflicult to be forced by an enemy. Ac* 
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operations since (he campaign of 1812, 
the lines of the Elbe and the Rhine have 
been turned by movements in Bohemia 
and in Switzerland. Conflicting warriors 
on the left ol the Elbe, and in the vicini- 
ty of the Catatonias fields, have seised 
the attention of anxious millions. And 
Paris is opened to chiefs who are acknow- 
ledged at Berlin and Moscow. 

Now famous in military story, the 
great rivers of the Elbe and the Rhine 
favoured the commerce of various cities 
which arose on their banks and were as* 
•©dated as Hanseatic. The association 
embraced eighty cities of the German 
empire ; and was extended to the commer- 
cial settlements in Livonia, Norway, the 
Netherlands, France, Spain, Italy, Por- 
tugal, England. 

In this celebrated association is seen 
one of the most extraordinary exhibitions 
of commercial and political history. The 
associates, the most opulent of them, 



ractical sense diffused a beneficent in ; 

luence. 

Shall we attend to sentiments of the 
merchants with regard to navigation ? 

In regulating maritime commerce for 
securiug the benefits of fair neutrality, the 
Hanseatic policy has prescribed rule* for 
documental evidence concealing the own- 
ership of the vessel, and the character of 
the officers and crew, as HanseaKc or 
neutral. 

Concerning the ownership of the 
vessel, two* documents for manifesting 
the Hanseatic title are observable ?a re- 
gistered bill of sale, and a passport or sea 
pass, or letter, as in use for years. 

On board a Danish vessel, two docu- 
ments- concerning the ownership have 
been required. One has reference to the 
building or purchase of* the vessel. Ano- 
ther is the governmental passport m La- 
tin, with the translations. To these may 
he added what is styled, la kltre tic jtm— 



singly were under the control of various gcagc, according to an ordinance of 1803, 



powerful governments ; but collectively, 
they formed an extenaive> state or body 
politic, exercising powers of sovereignty 
concerning matters of commerce. 

A practicable security for commercial 
righto had occupied the attention of Han- 
seatic functionaries, before the instruc- 
tions to Mr. Monroe were prepared in 
America. Those G erman merchants had 
knowledge in their affairs, with dispo- 
sitions to regulate commerce for the bene- 
fit of neutral navigation. T> destroy, 
was not their mode of securing the com- 
mercial interests. If the practical sense 
of the merchants had been consulted 
with regard to navigation, such affairs 
might have been ordered better in the 
United States. One of the great states- 
men in France was the son of a mer- 
chant, and instructed in the business of 
merchandize; called to be minister of 
state, he gave attention to commercial af- 
fairs, finances, navy. AH flourished. All 



as printed* in French. If the gauge or 
measurement of the vessel were specified 
in one of the two documents concerning' 
the ownership, it would seem, that con- 
venience might be more consulted and- 
the credit be equal, according to general 
principles. Particular consideration* re- 
respecting tolls, or duties, may have led to 
such an article in the Danish ordinance. 
A treaty between the government of 
Denmark, and the states general of the 
'Netherlands in 1047, contained mutual 
stipulations for having vessels measured 
exactly and faithfully, according to their 
depth, length and breadth ; for marking 
the vessels when so measured ; and for 
drawing up two acts or certificates for 
each vessel, to be authenticated as- men- 
tioned in the treaty. One of the certifi- 
cates was to be delivered to the comman- 
der of the vessel, and another deposited 
with the competent officer of the place 
where the vessel was measured. The 



acknowledged the famous Colbert. His I benefits or exemptions stipulated by the 
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fveaty were to be allowed to vessels hav- 
ing on board the certificates of their 
measure in due form. 

Two documents are recognized in the 
law of France. The first, is styled the 
act of property. This may be compared 
to a contract or bill of sale, acknowledg 
ed before a public officer and authentica 
ted accordingly. The second is the act 
of francisation, which is analogous to a 
certificate of registry. These two riocu 
meats concerning the ownership have 
been required on board a French vessel. 
The law to this effect in France is expli- 
cit 

In the United ^tates, the certificate of 
registry for a vessel owned by citizens as 
prescribed by law, is well known to per- 
sons skilled in commercial concerns. For 
a first registry of any vessel built within 
the United States, it is necessary to pro- 
duce a certificate from the principal car- 
penter, describing the vessel as built under 
his direction, and specifying where, when, 
and for whom it was built* When a regis- 
tered vessel is transferred to any citizen 
or citizens, a written instrument in na- 
ture of a bill of sale, reciting the certifi- 
cate of registry, must be produced before 
the title of the new owner or owners is 
registered. Accordingly, such evidence, 
is implied in a certificate of registry 
granted under the laws of shipping in the 
United States. And an act approved by 
president Washington, authorized the form 
Of a passport for a registered vessel going 
to any foreign country. Before such pass 
port is furnished by the collector for the 
district of t&e customs where the vessel 
may be, it is requisite for the master to 
jive bond with security, that the passport 
shall not be used for any other vessel, and 
that in case of sale of the vessel, the pass- 
port shall be delivered up to the collector 
Jiora whom it was received. 

In considering the character op the 
•FFICER8 and crew — call to mind the na- 
ture of the Haweath; tmhtntion; that ex- 

* « . - ■ 



traordinary association by which the cities 
of the Hanse continued an extensive com- 
munity for exercising sovereign powers 
concerning matters of commerce ! Singly 
they belonged to various countries unde* 
several governments. Although in the 
exercise of powers of sovereignty, the 
Hansetowns aa such did not com|»ose one 
nation. Accordingly a character of neu- 
trality is observed particularly in tbeHan- 
seatic policy relative to navigation. 

With regard to vessels for neutral com. 
merce, there is a marked distinction in fa- 
vour of Hanseatic citizens as to officers on 
board. No person, unless entitled to the 
Privilege or immunity of citizenship, is 
admitted to have the command of any such 
vessel on proceeding to sea. And the 
like principle is observed in relation 
to subordinate officers for the sea set- 
vice. The mate, the boatswain, the 
clerk, must be natives of a Hanseatic 
town, or must have been naturalized there 
before the declaration of war. According- 
ly the official rights on board the vessel 
are Hanseatic. 

A character of neutrality is regarded 
with reference to the crew. Here, the dis- 
tinction is marked in favour of natives of ft 
Hanseatic town or of a nctdral country : 
Or, in case of natives of a country at war, 
they must have been naturalized before 
the war. Two thirds of the crew must be 
such Hanseatic or neutral people. 

For giving English character to a ves^ 
sel, it may be recollected the law of Eng- 
land, before the treaty of Utrecht, had 
required the master and three fourths of 
the mariners to be of that country : And 
the officers under the master have been 
comprehended as mariners according to 
their law. As the Hanseatic law has re> 
quired all the subordinate officers before* 
mentioned, and two thirds of the crew to 
be Hanseatic or neutral, the proportional ^ 
effect in practical navigation, may be con- 
sidered as nearly ce-incidlng with fre r«fc 
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of three fourths of the whole number on 
board under the roaster. 

W hat ta the actual policy of the cabinet 
with reference to the officers and crew of a 
private vessel ? The pretension, about 
which this country is kept involved in 
maritime warfare, does not require the 
employments of native or naturalized citi- 
zens under the master. It is so far from 
requiring any of them to be native or na- 
turalized people that it does not require 
them to he neutral. Every person em- 
ploy^ on board under the master, may be 
the subject or citizen of a foreign and 
belligerent prince or state. Such in ef- 
fect was the pretension contained in the 
instructions to Mr. Monroe, as represent- 
ing the government of the United States 
after 1803. Such in effect has been the 
pretension in continuing this wonderful 
war hy sea. And such is the pretension ; 
notwithstanding the multiform legation 
beyond the Skaw. 

In manifestation of Ike character of the 
officers and crew as Hanseatic or neutral, 
there has been required a muster-roll of 
the people. This was to be made out by 
a public officer, with remarks concerning 
the country of the officers and crew of the 
vessel. And accordingly the document 
was to be signed and authenticated in 
form of a governmental act* 

It has been made the duty of the com- 
mander of the vessel to have on board the 
prescribed docurae rrta, as well concerning 
the character of the officers and crew, as 
concerning the Hanseatic ownership.— 
And it has also been made his duly to ex- 
hibit such documents, as necessary for as- 
certaining the ownership of the vessel, and 
the country or character of the naviga- 
tors. In a word, according to the Han- 
seatic policy, the rights of the owners and 
navigators of a priv ate vessel, ought to be 
made known, for the purpose of being re- 
spected on the ocean. 

Intelligent persons acquainted with 
cgsamCTcruU affairs as regulated at Ham- 



burgh, when free from the pressure of' 
French restrictions, can state specifically 
the Hanseatic documents for manifesting 
the neutral cliaraeter in navigation*. — 
They can detail particulars as to identi- 
fying the persons, and ascertaining the 
country of the officers and crew. They 
can mention precautions observed for 
guarding against fraudulent pretensions. — 
And they could give practical information} 
concerning the credit and faith reposed 
in the documental evidence, which the 
German merchants have judged proper 
for securing the benefits of fair neutrality 
in navigation. 

No. IV. 

That Columbus might undertake hi* 
voyage of discovery, Isabella of Castile 
has offered her jewels. 

The last years of the fifteenth century 
opened a new scene to the hunrm race, in 
presenting a passage round the Cape of 
Good Hope to the East Indies, with the 
discovery of a world on the west of the 
Atlantic ocean. And the general pro- 
gress towards a new cast of human affairs 
is observable in the seventeenth century. 
The papal and feudal empires had been 
seen by Christendom in their full pomp of 
territorial prerogative. A vast theatre 
was open for new exhibitions of enter- 
prize, industry, arts, arms, laws. Ocean 
formed the stage. The ordering of ma- 
ritime commerce, as well as naval force 
attracted the attention of governments j 
and principles of maritime legislation be- 
gan to be unfolded. 

In England, amidst ecclesiastical and 
political troubles, maritime concerns were 
regarded by those who exercised the pow- 
ers of government in 1050 and 1651. They 
adopted measures for dislinguislung be- 
tween English people and strangers, with 
regard to the ownership of vessels, and ia 
favour of interests of the English. The 
more important provisions were incorpo- 
rated into the statute concerning shipping 
andnaviaatioji iu 1660. which suffered no 
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Teasel tn trade to enjoy the privileges of 
English character, unless owned entirely 
by English people, and having the master 
and three-fourths of the mariners at least 
English. If any officer of the customs 
should allow the English privileges to any 
ship coming into port and making entry of 
goods, " until examination whether the 
master and three-fourths of the mariners 
be English," he was to be put out of office. 

With maritime commerce . naval force 
was regarded. A system of signals for 
naval service was introduced, and express 
rules concerning the discipline and go- 
vernment of the navy were established by 
law, before James the Second was seen 
tottering on the throne of England and 
Scotland. While duke of York, he had 
sustained the office of admiral with ap- 
plause. Among the officers who served 
under his command, was the father of 
William Penn, a name so dear to the 
penccable society of Friends, and so ap- 
plauded by Montesquieu in his spirit of 
laws. Regard for the memory and me- 
rits of his father, in divers services, and 
particularly under James duke of York, 
in that signal battle against the Dutch 
fleet, in the year 1665, was among the 
declared considerations for granting to 
William Penn, the tract of country which 
received the name of Pennsylvania by 
letters patent in 1685. The recollected 
services of James, while at the head of a 
naval force, with the persuasion of his ho- 
nourable regard to truth,' had their 1 *! uflu- 
ence in his favour, in 1685, when he was 
acknowledged successor of Charles, who 
had been used as a purchased instrument 
for French convenience. But the manly 
spirit, the generous patriotism of a seaman 
did not mark the conduct of James at the 
head of a nation. Arbitrary in govern- 
ment, he displayed a character of bigotted 
obstinacy. He insulted the authority of 
the law, und offered outrage to principles 
of freedom ami social order. Claiming to 
he monarch of a people dhpose^ v> 
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merce by situation rod habitude, he bad., 
tiis own consent for ^eMiagoVedienc\itfK* 
a foreign masterj as superemjaent tb.Gm> . 
pire, and he sent' 10 Home- a public jniaftf : 
ter, to tender the homage of his submission 
with his desire of a conventional recon- 
ciliation, in the year 1687. In the same 
year, Lewis the fourteenth of France quar- 
relled with the PontifT, and would not re. 
relinquish the claim relative to quarters for 
his minister at Rome, although he had re- 
voked the edict which was given at 
Nantes by Henry the Fourth. The suf- 
ferings of the French Hugouots increased 
the apprehensions of England and Scot 
land. It was not for such a country to be 
governed by the narrow-minded and ty- 
rannical policy of James the Second. His 
flight, in 1 688, announced the protestant 
and commercial victory over papal and 
feudal pretensions. In effect, the great 
struggle between privilege and prerogative, 
the struggle of blood on that island was 
decided. 

Notwithstanding domestic intrigues, 
amusements, factions, frivolities, battles, 
the government of France is seen giving 
attention to maritime concerns soon after 
the peace of Westphalia. Vessels of any 
of the French were not to go out of the 
realm on long voyages or otherwise, (en 
voyage de Ion* cmtrs ou atdremcnt) without 
official documents permitting their depar- 
ture, under pain of being treated as pirati- 
cal. Before departing the masters were 
to deliver at the office the names, sur- 
names, and abode of those of their com- 
panies (detneure de ceux de leurs equipages) 
without concealing any one of them. A 
declaration in 1650, announced a regula- 
tion to this effect. 

And the affairs of the marine were order- 
ed with such ability, that a French fleet 
drew the attention of Europe by relieving 
Messina in 1676, and riding undisputed 
masters of the Mediterranean. 

The government of France took coiia- 
sel from a statesman who had knowledge 
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* :iir commftrcltf '*fa\n: 1 1 was the famous 
•Colbert'who c&uhtefsigned the regulation 
: £&etf aV.*§trpsb*arg;.the^4th of October, 
: iefflV ''The 1 ilfs"ttncti'on between French- 
men and strangers, with regard to the 
ownership of vessels was strongly marked 



Commissioners of the classes, (u pur- 
suance of an edict given in August, 1673, 
were officers charged with the general en- 
rolment of seafaring persons within the 
maritime provinces of France. The en- 
rolment was to contain the names of every 



by that regidation. And the eighth arti-jone of the officers, marines and sailors, 
cle required the names, age, abode and their age, stature, hair, and other dbtin- 
fK>untry (Us nonu, age, demcure, ei pays) guishing particulars, (lair age, leur taiQe y 



of the officers, mariners and sailors of each 
vessel to be made known at the office of 
maritime affaire called greffeic VAmiraute. 
Ko official document permitting the ves- 
sel's departure was to be granted, uuiess 
the commander with the other officers and 
two-thirds of the crew were French actu- 
ally dwelling in the realm. (Francois ac- 
iueUement demcurans dans U royavme.) 

The celebrated ordinance of the marine 
given at Fontainbleau in August, 1685, 
and countersigned by Colbert, had requir- 
ed the commander of a vessel to have in- 
scribed on a book or register in his keep- 
ing, the names of the officers and sailors, 
the conditions of their engagement, and 
his payments to them ; and before depar- 
ture, to give the names, surnames, and 
abode of the people of his company. AH 
this has been considered as substantiated 
by means of the document called role <f 
equipage. 

This document was to be furnished by 
an officer of the classes ; and the com- 
mander of the vessel was to deposit a du- 
plicate in form at the office of maritime 
affairs; without which he was not tp re- 
ceive from the office the papers necessary 
for bis departure. 

One of these papers was the permission 
officially granted for a vessel to leave port 
and put to sea. In effect, it was a clear- 
ance in case of a vessel bound on a long 
voyage, and was called conge. This name 
was also applied to the permission granted 
for a vessel to be employed coastwise \ in 
which case, it was analogous to a license 
as known in the coasting trade of the U. 



port, et autrcs signes) with their abode and 
profession. And the persons as enrolled 
under the edict of 1073, were to be distri- 
buted into classes, so that they might be 
employed alternately or by turns, each of 
them, one year in the service of govern- 
ment, and two years iu the merchant ser- 
vice. They were so bound hy the gene- 
ral enrolment that they were not to 
change condition or al>ode without declar- 
ing it to an officer of the classes. And the 
edict required the seafaring persons as so 
enrolled, to present themselves, in the 
year of their service, at a port or marine 
arsenal* according to the call which should 
be made from government. On failure of 
attending within the time, they were pu- 
nishable as deserters. 

When a commissioner or officer of the 
classes, furnished the formal document par- 
ticularising (lie persons who were to be 
included in the complement for any ves- 
sel in the merchant service, this act re- 
cognized the propriety of employing them 
on board. For no person was to be so 
employed in the merchant service during 
the year in which he was holden for the 
service of the government. And accord- 
ing to the edict of 1673, an exact roll of 
seafaring persons included in the vessel's 
complement, was to be deposited at the 
office of maritime affairs, before departure. 

The roll of equipage for a private ves- 
sel, (rdle <rcquipagc) acconling to the 
French law, besides mentioning the 
names, surnames and abode of the captain, 
officers and sailors, novices and boys, de- 
scribed the persons particularly, and also 
mad© mettion of the rate of their aJJow> 
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ances, wages er lure, (i 
dc leurs appomtetnens, gages, ou layers) the 
advanced payments, and the sum retained 
Tor the use of invalids. The passengers 
and persons engaged for the islands, were 
also to be noted on it exactly. 

This document therefore, contained 
some particulars not mentioned by Mar- 
shall in his Treatise on tlie Law of Insu- 
rance, where he speaks of the muster roll. 
He refers to Hubner, and mentions vari- 
ous, documents, most of which, he says, 
" are expected to be found on hoard of 
•every neutral ship." After mentioning 
the passport and other papers, he says, 
" the muster ROLL, which the Freneb 
call role ^ equipage, contains the name, 
age, quality, place of residence, and above 
all, the place of birth, of every person of 
the ship's company. This document is of 
great importance in ascertaining a ship's 
neutrality. It must naturally excite a 
violent suspicion, if the majority of the 
crew be found to consist of foreigners, still 
-more if they be natives of .the enemy's 
country." And a French jurist, in 1803, 
speaks of such a document on board as 
essential. Lr role cVequipage est a bord 
tmi piece esscnticUc, sur~tout en temps dc 
guerre, pour constatcr la neuiralUt. 

The regulation of Strasburg was repub- 
lished by letters patent in confirmation at 
Versailles, in 1 703. And by a regulation 
given at Paris, in 1722, all captains, mas- 
ters or patrons, were forbidden to embark 
any sailor on board thevessels under their 
command, unless included (compris) in the 
roll of equipage. The third article of this 
regulation, prohibited their taking any pas- 
senger without mention of him at the bot- 
tom of the roll. 

A declaration at Versailles, in 172G, 
directed, that neither clearance nor pass- 
port be granted (qttil ne soil donnt ancwi 
conge ni passport) unless the captain, 
master or patron, together with the ma- 
rines officers, and two-thirds of the sailors, 
.are French, and actuary dwelling in the 



realm. And a further declaration at Ver- 
sailles, in 1728, prohibited the embarking 
of any sailor or passenger unless mention- 
ed on the roll of equipage. Such mention 
was to be made by the officers of the 
classes or by persons performing their du- 
ties, if the sailors or passengers were em- 
barked within the French dominions, and 
by the consuls or other persons charged 
with the French marine affairs in foreign 
countries, if the sailors were there em- 
barked. 

After all these regulations, and as fur- 
ther assuring what was already so strong- 
ly assured, an ordinance relative to the 
evidence of French navigation was given 
at Versailles in 1 758. It prescribed a 
general rule to this effect — that every 
captain, master or patron who shall have 
embarked sailors or other seafaring people 
without having them prescribed on the 
roll of equipage by the officer charged 
with the detail of the classes, shall be im- 
mediately deprived of the command of the 
vessel, and rendered incapable of being 
employed in the same vessel, under any 
denomination whatever. 

The preceding regulations attest the 
attention of the French government to 
general principles of nationality in navi- 
gation. By the law of France as modi- 
fied in the course of more than a century, 
it appears, a private vessel was not to bo 
reputed French, unless owned entirely by 
French persons, and having all the offi- 
cers French, with French sailors for two- 
thirds of the crew. This was settled as a 
general rale for vessels sailing from 
France. 

Accordingly French owners and French 
navigators have been considered essential 
for entitling a private vessel to the privi- 
leges of French character. And it has 
been made requisite, by the French law, 
to have documents on board liar manifest- 
ing the French otm:rs\ip of iht nssel au«l 
the national character of the officers and 
crnv. By s'ich means, the country of the 
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navigators as well as the title and conn try 
of the owners could be ascertained. And 
the respective rights being made known 
distinctly would constitute fair claims in 
navigation. 

In making such regulations, the govern* 
anent of France does not appear to have 
tad the consent or any other government. 
In the nature of things there could be no 
necessity for previously negociating about 
the subject with any foreign power what- 
ever. The regulations were deemed be- 
neficial to the maritime interests of France, 
and did not contravene the rights or claims 
of any other country. And it was proper 
to make laws for regulating such commer- 
cial interests. Laws of this nature being 
proper in a state of war, or truce, or peace, 
<iud the general principles being proper 
For every maritime country of the civiliz- 
ed world, they might with propriety be 
established, by French authority, as rules 
Cor the maritime commerce of France. 

Under the actual policy of the cabinet, 
the United States are kept involved in 
■war by sea about a pretension which does 
not require any natives of the United 
States or any naturalized citizens, or any 
neutral people to be employed under the 
roaster on board a private vessel. The 
vague pretension has been urged, accord- 
ing to the policy of the cabinet, although 
bo unfouEded' in the nature of maritime 
commerce, so unwarranted by general 
usage, so prejudicial to national charac- 
ter, so noxious to the commercial welfare 
of the United States, and so hostile to the 
interests of all American sailors, whether 
natural Inirn or naturalized. 

The general principles observable in the 
Trench regulations, which have been men- 
tioned, were not peculiar to the order of 
things in France as existing in 1757. If 
considered as distinguishing the interests 
of the owners and navigators of private 
vessels, such principles are so deeply 
founded in the nature of commerce by sea, 
taey are so incorporated into maritime 



usages, they have "been so generally un- 
derstood in European treaties relative to 
navigation, and there is so little motive 
for renouncing them when once establish- 
ed by law, if the subject be understood by 
those in power; in effect, such principles 
relative to navigation are so beueficial to 
the maritime state, and so consistent with 
national right ; they are bo inherently ap- 
plicable at all seasons and under any mo- 
difications of government, that they have 
generally prevailed in the law of France 
since that time, amidst all the mutations 
of fashion and style, amidst all the changes 
of regime, amidst all the frenzies of their 
factions, amidst all their domestic strifes 
and external wars. 

The texture of the government of 
France, like that of other European go- 
vernments, originally was feudal. And 
the estates known in the feudal policy of 
Europe, although in some respects similar 
to casts known in Asia, had once a voice 
in general councils of the realm. The 
assemblies of those estates, called the 
States General, had been disused in 
France after the year 1014; while the 
monarch, with the great holders of fiefs, 
continued to exercise powers resulting 
from feudal dominion. As claims of pow- 
er were extended to objects connected 
with the increase of commercial interests, 
the prerogative might be seen advancing 
in splendour, while a general tendency 
towards sentiments of freedom and social 
rights might be traced in the progress of 
maritime commerce and the relative arts 
and sciences. Their influence was indi- 
cated in various transactions; in questions 
between the crown and judicial bodies, 
called parliaments ; in refusals to register 
edicts; in remonstrances against the bed 
of justice, where the monarch appearing 
in state gave order that the edict be re- 
gistered. 

Opinion and feeling relative to political 
questions advanced in collective force. 
After a meeting of notables, th'j StatoaGe* 
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were convoked in 1 789. Questions 
•mere agitated about modes of proceeding. 
The moat numerous of the three orders, 
with portions from the others, became 
known as the national assembly, which 
assumed the character of a constituent 
assembly, and save place to the legislative 
assembly of one chamber, which met in 
October, 1791. Claims of immunity were 
'made with increasing excitement. The 
authority of the throne, already under- 
mined, was attempted to he sustained 
with what was called a constitution. A 
conflict was approaching; and prepara- 
tions Tor if were notorious fn Paris and 
its suburbs. Swiss troops while on duty as 
guards, in August, 1702, were encounter- 
ed by armed assemblages invited to car- 
nage by the tocsin. They were slaugh- 
tered. The struggle of blood on the Con- 
tinent wag begun. 

Twenty years after that slaughter, a 
vast army from France was beyond the 
Vistula, marching through blood to the 
ancient capital of Russia. And the U. 
States of America were in war according 
to the policy of the cabinet. 
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the Evening Post of June 30. 



Celebration DtxitEa. — Yesterday, at half 
.past 4 o'clock, P. M. about three hundred gen- 
tlemen of the 6rst respectability in our city 
sat down to a sumptuous dinner provided at 
Washington- Hall, for the purpose of conclud- 
ing the celebration of the most joyful event 
the civilised world ever yet witnessed. — The 
deliverance of Europe fro% the impending 
horrors of a military despotism. The Hon. 
Mr. King presided, and Messrs. Gen. Fish, 
Gen. Clarkson, Gen. Stevens. Johji B. Coles 
and Cornelius' I. Bogart, officiated as vice 
presidents. Amon* the guests were theRcvd. 
Doctor Mason, Revd. Mr. Harris, Revd. 
Mr. K oilman, and the Revd. Mr. Jarvis, 
His Honour the Chancellor, Hii Honour 
the Recorder, The Hon. Richd. Stockton, 
of New Jersey, Col. Lewis Morris, and Joseph 
Allen Smith. Esqrs. of S.Carolina, and all the 
foreign consuls, with the exception of the 
French consul, Mr. Lescaiier, who declined 
the invitation, alledging that be had not yet 
received any orders from bis court to rejo ice. 
The decorations of ^ue room were thus arrang- 
ed — in each of the j^ur corners were the arms 
and colour* tf one of the principle allied pow- 

■ 



ers. Austria Russia, Prussia and Sweden, 
which were connected with the American 
Eagle, suspended from the centre of the room, 
by festoons of laurels and olive leaves. Be- 
hind the seat of the President and beneath 
the Temple of Concord, erected for the occa- 
sion, and sustained by columns entwined with 
laurel were the arms of the United States and 
France, sermounted with a canopy of ever- 
greens, and connected together by the old 
Bourbon and the American hags, which sur- 
rounded with their folds the picture of Wash- 
ington. On the right and left of the temple 
were the arn« and standards of Spain and Por- 
tugal, and directly opposite to it were the 
arms and colours of Rome of the Ecclesiasti- 
cal States — On the right of these lust was an 
allegorical representation of Switzerland, by 
a picture exhibiting the well known story of 
William Tell, with colours surrounding it; 
and on the left the arms and flags of Holland 
and the Netherlands— At the two ends of the 
room were the different shields and colours ot 
the smaller states of Germany — the whole 
connected by similar chains of laurel and pa- 
geant flowers with the four main festoons 
which united the emblems of the chief poweis 
of the old Continent, to the American Eagle: 
from whence again they all diverged and ter- 
minated at the Temple of Concord. 

TOASTS. 

1. The United States— Perpetuity to our civil 
and religious lihertv. 

2. France— The 'first friend of America : may 
the recall of her king become the harbinger 
of concord at home, and of the restoration of her 
ancient rank among the nations of the world. 

3. The Constitution of the United States— 
The bond of our union ; the guarrantee of a re- 
publican government— mav it be cherished in 
the affection* and protected by the arms or free- 
men. 

4. The memory of Washington— The deliver- 
er of our country ; by his valour and pntrioti>m 
at the head of our armies, he established otir in- 
dependence; by his wisdom and Armnett at the 
head of our government, he preserved it from tfu- 
fangs of that jacobinism which has desolated Eu- 
rope. 

5. The recent deliverance of continental Eu- 
rope from the iron sceptre of military despotism 
IVntions have recovered their independence, and 
their oppressor is humbled in the dust. We 
therefore, rejoice. 

6. The Emperor of Russia— The deliverer of 
Europe— a bright example of wisdom, fortitude 
and perseverance in adversity; but still more il- 
lustrious by clemency, justice and moderation iu 
prosperity. 

7. The Emperor of A ustri a — who nobly pun- 
pressed the feelings oi nature to break the chain* 
of a tyrant. 

8. I'he King of Prussia— Worthy of Frederic!; 
the Great ; he has redeemed the dominions anA 
glory of his crown. 

9. . S *eden---By the firmness of her councils, 
the has baffled the schemes of the tyrant ; end by 
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the gallantry of be> asms, has revived the days of 
her if rent Gustarus. 

10. The United Netherlands— early and faith- 
Jul friends of the United Statr*— miiy their pow- 
er by sea and land be re-established upon its un- 
-cient foundation.". 

11. Spain— The inquisition abolished, and the 
kin<* delivered from bondage— may the wixlom 
■of the Cortex restore the antient freedom and 
e>plcndour of the nation. 

12. Portugal— Tbe bravery of her sons has 
^iven freehness to the laurels of their ancestors. 

13. Peace— While we rejoice in its restora- 
tion to the continent of Europe, may we soon 
participate in its blessings, on terms of safety 
and of honour. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

By Mr. K/ng— Tbe establishment of a just bal- 
ance of power among the nations of Europe, un- 
der which the rights of each shall be protected bv 
tbe guarantee of all oth«rs. 

li v Mr. Morris — America, sole exception in 
>the Christian world, may she soon be restored to 
the family of nations. 

After Mr. King and Mr. Morris had retired, 
Col. Fish took the chair, and gave the following 
toasts : 

Our worthy presideut, Rufcb Kixg ; the 
.jtride und the hope of his country. 

GovvERXKca Morris; the Orator of the 
day.; Success to the sound political principles 
jvbichhc basso ably and so eloquently unfolded. 

By the Recorder — The events we celebrate : 
the emancipation of Europe is the jubilee of man. 

The lion. Richard Stockton, of New Jersey— 
ILouis X VIII. King of France and Navarre, 
heir at law to American gratitude. 

By the Russian Consul— The City of Moscow ; 
.long lo be remembered for emitting the first 
^learnings of freedom which broke through Eu- 
rope's deepest gloom. 

By Uie Spanish Consul.— Perpetual peace be- 
tween the United States and Spain. 

By the Portuguese ConstU — May the doors of 
the Temple of Janus be closed forever in this 
«harmhig country, and all nations form hut one 
fhmily. 

By General Stevens— The event* we celebrate. 
Should they unexpectedly produce for our country 
a dishonourable demand, may it unite a. free peo- 
ple as capable to defend their honour as to ac- 
quire their Independence. 

By General Clarkson — The*e States ; united at 
home, in friendship with the world, may they 
•titivate peace on earth, and good will toward* 
men. 

By Jolm B. Coles, Esq. — Wisdom and Virtue, 
the parent. and nurse of liberty and happiness; 
Jolly, prejudice and vice their bane and iwn. 

By Charles King, Esq. who took the chair after 
Col. Fish retired. 

The veteran Blncher, who has covered the 
talduess of age with the laurels of victory. 

From the American Daily Advertiser. 

TALLEYRAND. 

Talleyrand and Cambacercs, it appears by 
a late letter from Rochelle of the 7 th of April, 
Jtavc dethved in faveoref the Benrheas. This 



murhl have been rationally expected whenever 

the destinies of Paris were decided. Tbe fate 
of the " mistress of the world," as French- 
men enthusiastically and impiously hoped to 
behold her, has at length been fixed, and 
multitudes who only waited for this cast of 
the die, have doubtless mounted the while 
cockade. At this interesting crisis, the fol- 
lowing letter from the Belgian Traveller (let- 
ter 82, page 340) will be read with equal cu- 
tiosity and satisfaction. 

Paris, March, 1405. 
My Lord— Several friends of Talleyrand, 
since my arrival here, had hinted that he de- 
sired to see me, and offered to introduce me 
to his acquaintance. I have, however, hesitat- 
ed to converse with a man who never had aar 
principles of his own, but who acted accord- 
in; to circumstances ; was a traitor with La 
Fayette, a jacobin with Brissot, a friend of 
equality with Robespierre, a republican with 
the directory, and a stave nedcr Bonaparte. 
But yesterday his cousin the prince de Cha- 
lets, called upon me, and pressed me much to 
come and dine with him to-day, and to meet 
the political luminary of the nineteenth cen- 

During dinner, nothing particnJar occurred, 
except that Talleyrand paid f-ome compli- 
ments to tbe consistency and constancy of the 
adherents of the house of Bourbon, whose 
misfortunes as a citizen of the world, he sin- 
cerely lamented. When coffee and liquors 
had been served up, he said to me, "in my 
cousin's library there are some curious books! 
want to shew you, as you pass here for a kind 
of savant ; will you walk up stairs with me ?** 

When in the library be said, 44 yon have been 
here nearly three months, and tljough a-friend 

of mine, baron du M , invited you to call 

on me the first week after your arrival, I have 
not until this time, had the pleasure of seeing 
you ; and had it not been for the complaisance 
of my consin, you would have gone away with- 
out affording me what I so much desired, a 
moment's conversation with you." When I 
assured htm that I was equally flattered and 
honoured by the^nndesceitsion of such an emi- 
nent statesinan,^ne replied, " Well, thou, 4 
will speak to you frankly and without dis- 
guise, not caring whether what I tell you here 
should remain behind us in the room or ge 
abroad.'* 

44 From my agents," said Talleyrand, 44 1 
knew who you -were, and your business here, 
before you' left Holland. You are sent here 

by count de , the minister of Louis X VIII. 

to discover the spirit of the country, of Bona- 
parte's oiril functionaries as well as of his mi- 
litary -commanders." Without waiting for a 
reply, be continued, 44 Tell me sincerely, what 
opinion has that unfortunate prince of me, of 
my patriotism, and of my principles !" Upon 
ray assurance that I had i seen Louis XVIII. 
for seven years, since 17WI, be said rather ab- 
ruptly, 4 *hat yon renvpond with then* 
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Too received a letter two days ago from 

count de , which I might have stopped — 

can you deny it ?" I told him that I had 
several correspondents but all I could assert 
was, that my letters never had any political 
speculation in them. " Then," said he, " ray 
copyist has misinformed me. Here is the copy 
of your letter. In it you are not only ques- 
tioned about France as' it is, but asked to pe- 
netrate it to futurity, and to discover what it 
is to become hereafter at the death of the 
emperor." When I declared that I did not 
remember ever to have received such a let- 
ter, be interrupted me by saying, M Let us 
9onv.»rse with sincerity and without artifice. 
Yon iiave received such a letter, and in the 
postscript was the following question — 44 Cau 
Talleyrand, a man of rank and talents, who 
lias no great crlmo* to n-'proarh himself with, 
foe siocwely attached to a government of 
bred upstarts, of middling capacity, accused 
and guilty of enormities ?" " If such a ques- 
tion had been asked, tell me." said I, ' 4 what 
answer should I have given?" 44 You might 
have said, that I am always a gentleman in 
sentiment as well as by birth, but that I love 
my fountry and iU glory above every thing — 
that the prince whom I judged capable and 
willing to promote it, whether a I .on is XVIII. 
Louis X IX. or a Napoleon the First, should al- 
ways find an obedient servant and a firm ad- 
herent. That during the revolution, I never 
was the adherent of any particular faction, 
but sfioke and wrote for every party that I 
supposed inclined like myself. I will lay my 
whole political life open to the scrutiny even 
of my most inveterate enemies, and I will de- 
fy them to discover any where the partizan, 
while every act of mine proves the true pa- 
triot. Had fortune placed Lewis the XVIII. 
upon the throne, now occupied by Napoleon 
tile First, he would have found in me the 
same faithful, and I dare say, disinterested 
servant, as long as I had observed that he was 
sincerely bent on promoting the happiness 
of my county. 

44 Even should I have the misfortune to sur- 
vive the present sovereign of France, Louis 
XVIII. from the opinion ( have recently for- 
med of hi* liberality and patriotism may 
count upon my humble services, adherence 
and attachment ; because, with all other men 
with any historical or practical information, I 
am convinced, that the first Bonaparte upon 
the throne of France will also be the last, and 
that, with Napoleon the first the Bonapartian 
dyuasty will descend into its native and ori- 
ginal obscurity. All Frenchmen who wish for 
the splendor and tranquility of their country, 
who have no interest or inclination to see the 
renewal of disasters France has experienced 
since the revolution, must desire a Bourbon 
lor a successor of Bonaparte. The Fre nch 
monarchv is now established upon a more 
firm foundation than it has been since the 
«idd> of 'Ik; r«i 5 n of Louis XiV. but it re- 



quires, also, a great firmness of character in 
its sovereign to prevent factions from uuder- 
mining a throne erected upon the ruins of 
their power." 

I asked him, whether I could write to that 
friend whom he supposed my correspondent, 
the particulars of our conversation. 44 You 
arc at full liberty," replied Talleyrand, " to 
communicate to him sentiments which I have 
not concealed even from the emperor of the 
French, who esteems me for my frankness, 
though he is not flattered with my views of 
the continuance of his dynasty, as he firmly 
believes that the fortune which has elevated 
him in such an unexampled manner, will also 
make him the chief of a new dynasty, and 
support the supremacy of his family alter his 
death." 

I have heard from others that Talleyrand 
has in reality, more than once advised Bona- 
parte not to look beyond the grave for the 
continuance of his authority, and that he has, 
more than once, in madam Bonaparte's draw- 
ing room, been publicly rebuked for his opi- 
nion. 44 Should a Bourbon ever possess MY 
throne, said Bonaparte, he will hang you with 
every other counsellor, minister, general, or 
public functionary, who have been my ser- 
vants, or avowed themselves my subjects " 
44 .Sire," answered Talleyrand. 44 should he 
act so imprudently, he will strangle las own 
grandeur in its cradle. Misfortunes must have 
made the Bourbons wiser than to begin with 
hanging before they are securely established 
on the throne. If they are prudent and patri- 
otic, they will entirely forget the interregnum, 
and every thing that has occurred during it, 
from the 10th of August v 17'j2, to the day of 
their restoration." 



MESSAGE 



RHODE 



OF THE GOVERNOR OF THE STaTR OF 
ISLAND, TO THE LEOlSXrATCRE. 

Gentlemen (f the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House qf Repress 
Since we last met in general assembly, we 
have had intelligence of events in Europe of 
the most important character, and affecting 
not a few nations only, but the vh-de christian 
world. I can congratulate you on the libera- 
tion of Europe from the tyranny by wliuh 
that large portion of mankind was so long op- 
pressed, and on Ihe restoration of a pftacfi 
after a war bloody and ruinous beyond r.li 

limner example*. . . 

While we may be permitted to rejoice iu 
the pleasing prospects afforded by the return- 
ing tranquility of the old continent, must 
lament that 'the fatal scourge of war still 
hangs over this land. Whatever might have 
been the views or expectations of our govern-, 
ment in declaring war against Great-Britain, 
we find them to have l*»cn fallacious, and the 
supposed objects of war as unattainable aj» 
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beforo ; the enormous and increasing expen- 
ses threaten to involve us in a heavy debt, 
while the honour of our arras and the credit 
of the administration are tarnished by every 
attempt at invasion and conquest. This ad- 
ministration still expect the support of the peo- 
ple, and notwithstanding the profusion of their 
expenditures, the load of taxes, and the diffi- 
culty of upholding public credit, they call for 
the concurrence and confidence of the nation 
We have reason, however, to hope that the 
government have at length become convinced 
that their objects are not to be attainded by 
war, and that the events of the contest on the 
frontiers, and of the last campaign in Europe, 
have induced them to seek a termination of 
these calamities by a treaty. Whether we 
■hall be able to obtain a treaty so favourable 
as the last, or as the arrangement rejected by 
Mr. Jefferson, may be considered questiona- 
ble; but from the magnanimity and moder- 
ation discovered by tho Emperor of Russia 
and his allies on the Continent, and from the 
influence he may be supposed to have ou Eng- 
land, we may hope for a more favourable issue 
than otherwise must have been predicted. 
We ate informed, too. through the medium 
of Uie public papers, that theKing of France 
ha* already manifested the same friendship 
for the United States for which his unfortu- 
nate brother was mi much distinguished. 

In calling your attention to these pleasing 
prospects, I ought not to omit mentioning the 
renewed claims upon our gratitude to the Al- 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, in that he has 
preserved us from many of the calamities and 
privations to which, by a state of war, we 
were exposed. 

The State has been preserved from the in- 
vading foe, from spreading sickness and pes- 
tilence ; employment has been afforded to the 
industrious, and the poor have not suffered 
lor want of bread. 

While, however, we congratulate ourselves 
on the new course and policy, which, from the 
abandonment of the Restrictive System and 
the appointment of Ambassadors of Peace, 
we may presume our administration has adopt- 
ed, we ought not to forget the very exposed 
situation of the State, nor neglect such mea- 
sures of precaution and defence as our means 
may enable us to execute. 

We may still be called to pass through ma- 
ny scenes of difficulty and distress. The po- 
licy by which a war was fatally hurried on, 
may not admit of a return to the relations of 
peace. The nation with which we are con- 
tending, may dictate hard and inadmissible 
terms and pretensions. It is our duty, as 
good citiaens to prepare our minds for such ad- 
verse events. — We shall, as we have ever 
done, pay constitutional obedience to the 
national govemmcut, and do what in us lies 
to support and preserve the union of the States, 
and to transmit our rights and liberties unim- 
paired to our ohildren. 



I know of no particular object of a local na- 
ture to which it is necessary I should specially 
call your attention. In the transaction of the 
ordinary business of the session, and In any 
measures which the posture of our foreign re* 
lations may render necessary to be taken, 1 
have no doubt the State may safely rely on that 
moderation and ananimity by which the coo- 
duct of tho Legislature has, in these trying 
times, been distinguished. 

WILLIAM JONES. 

Nerrpori, June 21. 

FROM COBBETT's RKOTSTEB. " 

Verily, Jonathan, if you repose in vain hopes, 
you are upon your last legs, if the project of 
our public writers be adopted by the govern- 
ment. It appears, that yon have negoei*- 

tors in Europe ; and, I harq.geard, that they 
have a great opinion of 'their powers of speech^ 
They, or rather yon, will, in due time, feel " 
the consequence of this error, if it be persever- 
ed m long. We here, do not make such long 
speeches iu our diplomatic discussions. We* 
are more laconic ; but we use arguments of 
much greater force than yours. Whether it 
be owing to our European climate, which, by 
making the stage of maturity, more tardy in 
arriving, communicates more vigour to the 
mind as well as the body, from causes similar 
to those which render the oak more solid and 
durable than the poplar ; or, to that necessity 
of iudustry which habituates us to dispatch, I 
cannot tell, but, certain it is, that our negocia 
tors have a much shorter way of going to work 
than yours, and that they seldom fail to be 
much more succesful. You have recently seen 
what a shilly-shally state the powers of tho 
Continent were in, till our Jjord Castlereagh, 
got among their counsellors. They were talk- 
ing about leaving to the Emperor Napoleon a 
much greater extent of territory than France, 
under her kings, ever knew. You have seen 
how soon matters changed after the arrival of 
his lordship. You have seen the result ; and, 
having seen that, rely if jou will an the superi- 
ou r powers of talking, possessed by your negot- 
iators ! Perhaps you may take it into your 

head, that negotiators, chosen from amongst 
onr friends, the federalists ; that two or ttrree 
of those Burkes of the Western Hemis- 
phere," of whom the Times newspaper speaks ; 
perhaps, it may come into your noddle that ne- 
gociators, picked out from amongst these 
friends of •* social order and regular govern- 
ment," will be likely to succeed better than 
those, who were not for open war against Na- 
poleon. Try then, Jonathan ; and be sure to 
fix upon gentlemen, who think themselves 
very clever, and love, of all things, to hear 
themselves talk. Be sure to send men deeply 
read in Vattcl and Puffendorff. and who will 
write volumes in folio in answer to six Hnet 
from our secretary of state. — I think, that in 
order to conciliate, yonr best way will be to 
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liracnts of Mr. Randolph, will lay all the 
blame of your hostility upon the democrats or 
jatohms, who have emigrated to you from 
iuigiaiid and Ireland ; and, if you were to pro- 
pose to give them up to their natural sover- 
eign, it might, as Mr. Randolph would think, 
obtain you peace upon better terms. Try it, 
Jonathan, and see what effect it will have ! 
In short, try, in all manner of ways, the pow- 
ers of taUrine.— Alas ; to be serious with you, 
your safety lies now in the forbearance, the 
magnanimity, the compassion, of his royal 
highness the prince regent of England ; and, 
I trust, especially for the sake of the Quakers 
in Pennsylvania, that vou will find this a safe 
reliance. While the emperor Napoleon wield- 
ed the arms of France, you thought yourselves 
in no danger. But him you did not like. He 
did not dress to your fancy. One party 
amongst you abused him, and the other dis- 
claimed all desire to aid his views. Volumes 
did your negotiators write to convince us, v 
that you did nothing to favour him. i ou got 
into a nice, snug, little,war of your own. Still 
independent, you were at war with oue of the 
great belligerents, and so far from allying your- 
self with the other, you contrived to keep up 
your quarrel with him, and could hardly be 
ui'l to be at peace with your powerful enemy's 
only powerful enemy. Luckily for us, you 
adopted this policy, and persevered in it to 
the last. — You appear to have put your little 
independent war as a sort of episode into the 
grand drama ; but it was acting contrary to 
all the roles of composition, not to close the 
episode before the end of the piece.— You 
may, I hope, safely rely upon the moderation 
and magnanimity of onr prince regent, acting 
in Ute name and behalf of his majesty ; but! 
do assure you, that that is your only reliance ; 
for if you were rooted out to the last man, your 
fete would excite very little commiseration in 
Woj»e. You thought, tliat you would hold the 
balance between England and France. What 
folly and presumption • But it is in vain to 
talk. This is a disease of the mind, of which 
nations are never cured but at the cannon's 
mouth ; aud, though I could wish much to see 
you cured, I cannot bring myself to approve 
tf the application of the remedy. 



i09 



AtbniraUy-Officf, April 30, 1814. 

« The lords commissioners of the ad- 
miralty cannot announce to the fleet the 
termination of hostilities with France 
without expressing to the petty officers, 
seamen and royal marines of his majesty's 
ships, the high sense which their lord- 
ships entertain of their gallant and glori- 
ous services during the late war. The 
patience, perseverance and discipline; the 
•kill, courage, and devotion, with which 
the seamen and marines Imve upheld the 
best interests, and achieved the noblest 



triumphs of our country, entitle them to the 
gratitude, not only of their native land, 
which they have preserved inviolate, but 
of the other nations of Europe, of whose 
ultimate deliverance their successes main- 
tained the hope and accelerated the ac- 
complishment. Their lordslups regret 
that the unjust and unprovoked agression, 
of the AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, 
in declaring: war upon this country, after 
all the causes its original complaint had 
been removed, does not permit them to re- 
duce the fleet at once to a peace establish- 
ment ; hut as the question now at issue in 
this war, is, the maintenance of those mari- 
time rights, which are the sttre foundation 
of our naval glory, their lordships look 
with confidence to that part of the fleet 
which it may be still necesssary to keep 
In commission, for a continnancc of that 
spirit of discipline and gallantry, which 
has raised the British navy to its present 
pre-eminence. In reducing the fleet to^ 
the establishment necessary for the Ame- 
rican ivar, the seamen and marines will 
find their lordships attentive lo the claims 
of their respective services. The reduc- 
tion will be first made in the crews of 
those ships which it mrty be found ex- 
pedient to pay off, and from them the 
petty officers and seamen will be succes- 
sively discharged, according to the length 
of their services; beginning in the first in- 
stance with all those who were in his ma- 
jesty's service previous to the 7th of 
March, 1803, and have since continued ir» 
it. When the reduction shall have been 
thus made, as to the ships paid off, their 
lordships will direct their attention to 
those winch it may be found necessary to> 
keep in commission, and as soon as the cir- 
cumstances of the war will admit, will 
bring home and discharge all persons 
having the same standing and periods of 
service, as those discharged from the ships 
paid off; so that, in a few mouths the situ- 
ation of individuals will be equalized ; all 
men of a certain period of service will be 
at liberty to return home to their families ; 
and the number which it may he still ne- 
cessary to retain, will be composed of 
those who have been the shortest lime in 
the service. An arrangement in itself so 
just, cannot, in their lordships opinion, 
fail to give universal satisfaction ; and 
they are induced to make this communi- 
cation to the fleet, because they think 
that the exemplary good conduct of all 
the petty officers, seamen and marine?, 
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entitles tliem to every confidence and to 
this full and candid explanation of their 
lordships intentions. Their lordships 
cannot conclude without expressing their 
hope, that the valor of his majesty's fleets 
and armies, will speedily brine; the Ameri- 
can contest to a contusion, honourable to the 
British name, safe for British intcrrsts, and 
conducive to the utslinir rqjose of the cirri- 
lized world. 

" By command of theirTordships. 

J. W. CROKER." 
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TREATY OF ALLIANCE. 

Vienna, April 7, 181 1. 
The Gazette of this city contains in the 
French and German language the following : 

TREATY OF ALLIANCE 
Between his Majesty the Emperor of Aus- 
tria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, his Majes- 
ty the Emperor of all the Rnssias, his Majesty 
the King of the United Kingdoms of Great 
Britalu and Ireland, and his Majesty the King 
of Prussia, signed at Cbaumont, March 1, 
1814 : — 

In the name of the most holy and indivisible 
Trinity. 

Their Imperial and Royal Majesties, the 
Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and 
Bohemia, his Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russia*, his Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
his Majesty the King of Prussia, having trans- 
mitted to the French government proposals 
for a general peace, and being at the same 
time animated with the wish, in case France 
should reject these proposals, to strengthen 
the mutual obligation existing between them 
for the vigorous prosecution of a war which is 
designed to relieve Europe from its long suf- 
ferings, and to secure its future repose, by the 
re-establishment of a just balance of power ; 
and on the other hand, in case Providence 
should bless their peacefnl views to agree on 
the best means of securing the happy result 
of their exertions against every future attack. 

Their imperial and Royal Majesties, above 
named, bare resolved to confirm this double 
agreement by a solemn treaty to be signed by 
each of the four powers, separately, with the 
three others. 

They have named for their Plenipotentia- 
ries bis Imperial Apostolic Majesty to nego- 
tiate the conditions of this treaty with his ma- 
jesty the Emperor of all the Russia*, Clemens 
Winze! Ixrtharius, Prince of Metteroich, 



article i The high contracting pmreft 
engage by the present treaty, in case France 
should refuse to accede to the terms of the 
peace proposed, to exert the whole force of 
their dominions for a vigorous prosecution of 
the war against France, and to employ it in 
the most perfect agreement, in order by this 
means to procure for themselves, and an Eu- 
rope, a general peace, under the protection 
of which all nations may maintain, and secure- 
ly enjoy, their independence and their rights. 

It is to be understood, that t his new agree- 
ment is not to make any change in the obliga- 
tions already existing between the contracting 
powers, concerning the number of troops to be 
employed against the common euemy ; on the 
contrary, each of the four contracting court* 
again binds itself, by the present treaty, to 
keep in the field an army of 150,000 men 
always complete, in activity against the com- 
mon enemy, and that exclusively of the gar- 
risons of the fortresses. 

II. The high contracting powers mutually 
engage to enter into no separate negotiations 
with the common euemy, and to conclude nei- 
ther peace, cessation of hostilities, nor 
convention whatsoever, except by a joint 
sent of them all. 

They further engage never to lay down their 
arms till the object of the war, as they have 
agreed upon it, among themselves shall be 
fully obtained. 

III. In order to obtain this great object as 
soon as possible, his majesty the king of Great 
Britain engages to furnish a subsidy of 
5,000,0001. sterling for the service of the year 
1814, which shall be equally divided between 
the three powers; and their imperial and 
royal majesties further engage to settle before 
the first of January of every future year, in 
case (which God forbid) the war should conti- 
nue so long, the advance in money that may be 
necessary in the course of the subsequent year. 

The subsidy of 5.000.0001. herein specified, 
shall be paid at London in monthly instalments, 
and in equal proportions, to the ministers of 
the respective powers duly authorized to re- 
ceive it. 

In case peace should be concluded between 
the allied powers and France before the end of 
the year, the subsidies calculated at the rate 
of 5.000,0001. per annum, shall be paid to the 
end of the month in which the definite* 
treaty shall be signed ; and his Britannic ma- 
jesty promises, over and above the subsidies 
here stipulated, to pay to Austria and Prussia 
the amount or two months, and to Russia of 
four months, to defray the expenses of the 



"VVinneherg Ochsenhai^en, Knight of the Gol- , „ ♦ 
den Fleecc&c.and Minuter of State and Minis- 1 ma f ch of trw P s to thc,r onn tcm 



tcr for Foreign affairs : and his Majesty the 
Kinuernr of all the Russias, on his side, 
Charles Robert Count Nesselrodc, his privy 
counccllor, secretary of state, &c. and who hav- 
ing exchanged their full powers have agreed 
on the following articles :— 



tories. 

IV. The high contracting powers shall be 
mutually authorized to have officers duly com- 
missioned with the generals commanding those 
armies, who may freely corrcspoud with their 
governments, and acquaint them el the mili* 
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and of every thing relative to the 
operations of the armies. 

V. Though the high contracting powers 
hare reserved it to themselves, in the moment 
when peace shall be concluded with Frauce, 
to consult with each other on the means by 
which they may most certainly secure to Eu- 
rope, and reciprocally to each other, the main- 
tenance of this peace ; they have neverthe- 
less thought it necessary for the defence of 
their European possessions in case of an in- 
terference to be apprehended from France, 
in the order of things resulting from the said 
peace, to make immediately a defensive con- 
vention. 

Vt. For this end they mutually agree, that 
if the dominions of on eof the high contracting 
powers shouM be threatened with an invasion 
from France, the rest shall leave no means 
untried to prevent such invasion by amicable 
mediation. 

VII. But in case such endeavours should be 
fruitless, the high contracting powers engage 
to send to the party attacked an auxiliary ar- 
my of 60,000 men. 

VIII. This army shall consist of .10,000 foot 
and 10,000 horse, with a proportionate train 
of artillery and ammunition. Care should be 
taken that it shall take the held at the very 
latest in two months alter U is called for, and 
in the manner most effectual for the power so 



IX. As on account of the situation of the 
theatre of war, or for other reasons, it might 
fie difficult for Great Britain to furnish the 
stipulated assistance in English troops within 
the appointed time, and keep them up to the 
fill! war complements his Britannic majesty 
reserves to himself the right, to furnish his 
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pow# requiring— and be supplied according t* 
the same standard as it supplies its own troops, 
iu the field and in quarters. 

XI. The military regulation and eco- 
nomy in the interior administration of the 
troops dept.u-'s wholly on their own general. 
The trophies taken from the enemy belong to 
the troop* winch have gained them. 

XII. The high contracting powers re- 
serve to themselves the right, in case the as- 
sistance herein stipulated should be fouud in- 
sufficient to make, without loss of time, new 
arrangements for further assistance. 

XIII. The high contracting powers reci- 
procally promise, that in case one or other 
of them should be drawn into hostilities by 
famishing the succour herein stipulated, nei- 
ther the requiring party, nor party engaged 
in war as an auxiliary, shall make peace, ex- 
cept with the consent of the other. 

XIV. The engagements contracted by this 
treaty shall by no means detract from thoso 
which the high contracting powers may have? 
entered already into with other powers, nor 
hinder them from concluding alliances witk 
other states, which may have for their object 
the attainment of the same happy result. 

XV. In order to give greater effect to the 
above stipulated defensive arrangements by 
the union of the powers most exposed to av 
French invasion, for their common defence, 
the high contracting courts have resolved to 
invite those powers to join the present treaty 
of defensive alliance. 

XVI. As it is the object of the present trea- 
ty of defensive alliance to maintain the bal- 
ance of power in Europe, to insure the repose 
and independence of the different powers, and 
to prevent the arbitrary violations of the 



contingent to the power requiring it, either | r jS ,,tsand j territories of other states, by which 
in foreign troops in his pay or to pay an an- 
nual, sum, at the rate of 201. sterling for ev- 
ery foot soldier, and 30f. lor every horseman, 
to the full amount of the stipulated contin- 
gent. The manner in which, Great Britain 
tvill have to afford its assistance in every par- 
ticular case shall be arranged by an amicable 
agreement between the British government 
and the power attacked or tnreatcued, at the 
•owe time that the assistance is required. 
The same principle shall be extended to the 
number of troops which his Britannic majes- 
ty engages to furnish by the first article of Urn 
present treaty. 

Art. X. The auxiliary army is under the 
immediate command of the general in chief 
of the requiring power ; but it shall be led by 
its own general, aud employed in all military 
operations according to the rules of war. The 
pay of the auxiliary army to be at the charge 
of the power requiring. — The ratious and por- 
tions of provisions, forage, &c. as also quar- 
ters, will be furnished as soon as the auxiliary 
army has pined its own frontiers, by thu 



the world has guttered for so many years to- 
gether, the contracting powers have agreed* 
to fix the duration of the present treaty for 
20 years, reserving it to themselves, if cir* 
cumstanccs should require R, to proceed to 
the prolongation of it three years before its 
expiration. 

XVIL The present treaty shall be ratifi- 
ed, aud the ratifications exchanged within 
two months, or sooner if possible. In testimo- 
ny whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries 
have signed these presents and affixed their 
seals. Bone at thauinont, March 1, (Feb. 17} 
1814. ' 

(Signed) Prince de METTEKNICIL. 

Count dc KESSELIIODE. 

[The treaties signed the same day with the 
king of Great Britain, and the ki:i£ of Prussia 
are word lor word the same as the. above. The 
first is signed by lord tastle*ea t h, his Britau* 
nic majesty's minister of state for forei-n aft 
fairs ; the second by Baron llardruher^ el.an> 
celljr t(» his 1'rtusiau wnj sty J 
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LAWS OF NEW-YORK. 
An Ad to exempt certain articles of property 
from liability to. execution, and from being 
distrained for rent. 

Passed April 15, 1814. 
WHEREAS certain persons in the city of 
New- York, have by their petition set forth, 
that many, humane and benevolent persons in 
the said city have associated together for the 
purpose of relic vine iudigeut widows and fe- 
males, of various descriptions, from distress, 
and have represented the advantage* that 
would arise from the lending or furnishing 
roch widows and females with articles and ma- 
terials to work with, and have prayed that a 
law may be passed, exempting certain arti- 
cles and materials from being levied on and 
sold bv execution or distrained for rent: 

I. fte it enacted, &tc. That all looms, spin- 
ning-wheels, and stoves, together with the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anv 
other manner attached : And, all wool, worsted, 
hemp, flax awl tow, to the quantity of twenty 
ponnds weight, that shall or may be loaned or 
furnished by any benevolent institution or 
body corporate, or by any person or persons 
in the said city of New- York, or in this state, 
to any widow or female of the above descrip- 
tion, shall be, and remain with the said widow 
or female, exempt from execution, and from 
being distrained and sold for the pavment of 
rent, any law to the contrary thereof" notwith- 
standing. 

II. That whenever any benevolent Institu- 
tion, or body corporate, or person or persons, 
shall lend or furnish any of the said descrip- 
tion of widows and females with any of the 
articles or materials above enumerated or 
mentioned, it shall and may be lawful for them 
to take a receipt from the widow or female to 
whom the same is lent, specifying the said ar- 
ticle or articles, material or materials, and 
which shall be acknowledged by the person 
giving the same, before the mayor or one of 
the aldermen of the said city, or before a mas* 
tor iu chancery, or one of the judges of the 
court of common pleas ; and which said ac- 
knowledgment shall be taken without fee or 
reward, and shall be prima facie evidence 
in favour of the person or persons claim ing 
the same by virtue of a loan as aforesaid. 



said court shall take order Tor securing the h*» 
terest or income of a just proportion of the 
purchase money for life, to the person or per- 
sons entitled to such dower, in like manner a« 
is directed in and by the 15th section of said 
act, in case of tenancy for life; and the said 
right or rights of dower, shall thereupon and 
thereby, be deemed to be extinguished and 
fully satisfied, and the purchasers, their heirs 
and assigns shall hold such lauds, tenements 
and hereditaments, free, and discharged from 
any such claim or right of dower, of in or to 
the same: Provided, That this act shall not 
extend to any case, except where the widow 
whose right may be affected by any proeeed- 
iugs under this act, is a party to such proceed- 
ings : And provided further. That in every 
such case, it shall be the duty of the court, 
first to consider and determine under all the 
circumstances of the case, whether such pro* 
perty or any part thereof, ought to be ex- 
empted from such partition or sale, and herein 
they shall have a special regard to the right 
and interest of such widow. 

II. Whenever any lands, tenements or he- 
reditaments slia II be held as tenants in com- 
mon by the people of this state, and one or 
more of the citizens thereof, it shall be law- 
ful for any one or more of the parties inte- 
rested therein, to present a petition to the su- 
preme court, for partition of the said land, and 
to have such proceedings and relief as are gi- 
ven and directed in other cases of the act 
hereby amended. 

HI. All notices, which by tho act horeby 
amended, are directed to be served on the 
parties shall in any proceedings under the 
proceeding section of this act, be served on 
the attornev-geuera! of this state, whose du- 
ty it shall be, and it is hereby declared to be 
to appear for and atteud to the interests of 
this state iu the premises. 



An Act in addition to the act, entitled *• an act 
for the partition of lands. 

Passed April 15, 1814. 
I. Whenever a sale shall be made under the 
act, entitled "an art for the partition of lands." 
and it shall appear to the satisfaction of the 
court ordering such sale, by admission of the 
parties then before the court, or by affidavit, 
or otherwise, that the lands, tenements or he- 
reditaments ordered to be sold or anv part 
thereof, are subject to a right or rights of dow- 
er therein, but that the same dower hath not 



An Act relative to the taxing of costs in the 
court of chancery. 

Passed April 15, 1814. 

I. That the chancellor shall, from time to 
time, by an order or rule of the court of chan- 
cery, designate the master* of th« ealdrnnrt to 
tax costs therein; and that the masters <* 
designated, shall, during the pleasure of the 
said court, have the exclusive taxation of 
costs therein. 

II. That the twentieth section of tho act, 
entitled, •* an act concerning the court of 
chancery,'* be and the same is hereby re* 
pealed. 



\Note. — By the 20th section of the act rcferrett 
to in the 2d section of this act the right to de-ig- 
nate taxing masters was limited to the 13th June, 
1C14. — V. N. W. v. 1, 49S.— This authority was 
so given in a limited manner to the former chan- 



■-viCcllor, (Lansing) but under the present 
octn zrsigned, then aud in every saoh ease, tbe ! lor, Kent, the mltftation is removed. 
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as a most excellent, and until it shall be 
replied to, I shall think, a most conclu- 
sive argumei 




The fisheries.-— Having, sometime 
( since, expressed a general opiuiou on the 
The Observer answered. — In pun- [subject of the fisheries, it was my deter- 
lishing the letter of An Observer, in the | mi,lation the « to observe a prudent si- 
Examiner No. 0, I discharged a dutv (or the present because I thought it 

premature to meddle with what would 
probably never become a point of contro- 



which I owed to the respectability and 
talents of its eloquent and celebrated au- 
thor. In doing bo, I have incurred some 
censure, upon the ground, 1 presume, that 
the publication of the letter would seem 7* 
to imply, that the opinions expressed in 
it were also those of the publisher. Now 
it so happens, that before this publication, 
opinions directly contrary to those of the 
Observer, had been inculcated in the edi- 
torial department of this paper; and the 
Observer, instead of expressing, or mean- 
ing to express, opinions coinciding with 
my own, was in fact, answering those I 
had before expressed. We differed then. 
And on receiving the Observer's letter, 
the question was, whether I should allow 
myself to be answered or not? On this 
subject, I take permission to say, that if a 
man, happening to have types and a press, 
and publishing a paper, shall refuse to pub- 
lish the sentiments of men, entitled from 
their integrity and talents to be heard, he 
w ill have a good deal of the liberty of the 
press for himself \ but an exactly equal de- 
gree of tyranny for others. And it will 
be pretty evident to those who have 
remarked with what a keen sarcasm 
upon my friend Mr. Coleman and my- 
self, the Observer concludes in the last 
sentence of bis letter, that while I was 
willing to have my opinions contradicted, 
I even submitted to the ridicule intended. 

It has given me no little pleasure to 
peruse Mr. CoUman's reply. It is now 



presented to the readers of the Examiner, 



verey between the United States and 
Great Britain, and because I thought it 
might possibly be attended with mischiev- 
ous effects to agitate the public mind on a 
, the precise merits of which could 
not well be known, until a question should 
have been made of it between the com- 
missioners. From this determination, 
however, I find myself compelled to de- 
part by an article in the last Examiner, 
signed Observer; a signature which has 
deservedly attracted considerable notice. 
I feel, too, the more inclined to bring for- 
ward once more the subject of the fishe- 
ries, because I find that whnt little I did 
say respecting it, has been much misun- 
derstood. 

By reverting to the memorial of the 
merchants of St. Johns, it will be seen, 
that that paper complains of the inconve- 
niences exj>erienced by the British fisher- 
men of Newfoundland, by " the great re- 
sort in times of peace of the citizens of the 
United States to the banks" 

M And believing firmly (say the memorial- 
ists) that our existence as a great and indepen- 
dent nation, depends upon our dominion on 
the ocean, the wise policy of shutting out 
those nations now leagued in war against us, 
from a fbture participation ia so important a 
branch of our commerce, can bardJy be made 
a question." 

And again — 

" From the protection afforded to the trade 
of this island by your excellency, the number 
of men on the Labrador coast has been dou- 
bled, &c. and the absence of their intruders 
has enabled tltein to fish unmolested. Your, 
memorialists beg leave to press upon your ex- 
cellency's serious consideration, the important 
policy of wholly excluding foreigners from sh*> 
ring again the advantages of a fishery, from 
which a large portion <f our nationel defence 
nill be derived." 
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From tlris, it clearly appears, if I un- 
derstand English, thai the object of the 
memorialists is, not merely to prevent us 
from drying our fish on the unsettled 
shores of Labrador, Nova Scotia and Ma- 
gellan Islands, but wholly to exclude us 
from any participation in the fisheries on 
tlie Banks of Newfoundland, Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and all other places in llie sea, 
where we, in common with them, N used 
formerly to fish : hi their own words, to 
shut us out, from fishing on the ocean, by 
virtue of their " dominion on the same* 
ft was in answer U> this unreasonable, 
unjust, and 1 wiM add, preposterous claim, 
that I said, that we as a nation, could ne- 
ver yield to it ; and that sooner than do 
so, we ought to wage an open war; in 
which event, 1 trusted there would be but 
one sentiment in this country, uniting 
every heart and every hand in the com- 
mon cause. I say so still. I abate not 
an iota of my words. But to enable the 
reader to understand more precisely my 
meaning, which has been indirectly criti- 
cised, in some of the federal papers, be* 
cause it has been misunderstood, I beg 
leave to enter a little further into particu- 
lars. For that purpose 1 now lay before 
bim the article in the treaty of peace 
which relates to this subject, and which 
will be seen to contain some material dis- 
tinctions very accurately expressed. 

" Art. 3, It is agreed that the people of the 
United States shall continue to enjoy u n mo- 
lest* d the right to take fish of every kind on 
the Grand Rank, and on all other Banks of 
Newfoundland ; also in the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence, and at all other places iff the sea, 
where the inhabitants of both countries used 
at any time heretofore to fish ; and also that 
the inhabitants of the United States shall have 
liberty to take fish of every kind on such 
part of the coast of Newfoundland as British 
Fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure 
the same on that island ;) ami also on the 
coasts, bays, and creeks, of all other of his 
Britannic majesty'* dominions r« America; 
and that the American fishermen shall have 
liberty to dry and cure fish in any of the 
unsettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova 
Scotia, M<t<;<laleft Islands, sod Labrador, so 
long as the same shall remain unsettled ; bat 
as soon as the same, or cither of them, shall 
be settled, it shall not be lawful for the fisher- 
men tO DRY OR CURE FISH AT SUCH SETTLE- 
MENT, without a previous agreement for that 
purpose with the inhabitants, proprietors or 
possessors of the ground." 

This article contains two distinct mem- 



the part of Great Britain, that we shall 
continue to enjoy the unmolested right to 
take fish on the Grand Banks, also in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and all other places 
in the sea, &c. Some of our own writers 
have supposed that our right to the fishe- 
ries was acquired by the treaty. By no 
means. It is true that in 1775, Parlia- 
ment passed what was called the fishery 
bill, prohibiting us, as one of its colonics, 
from taking fish on the Banks of New- 
foundland, to which we, as- colonics, were 
compelled to submit ; but when we after- 
wards, in 1777, acquired the rights of so* 
vereignty by the declaration of indepen- 
dence, at that moment we became entitled 
to the right to participate in the fishery in 
common with Great Britain and the rest 
of the world. The Grand-Bank is a space 
in the ocean extending north and south 
about seven degrees ; and east and west, 
about three degrees, and distant from the 
shores of Newfoundland about 30 degrees. 
The right to fish on it, therefore, belongs, 
by the laws of nature and nations, to us, 
in common with Great Britain and 
the rest of the world. The words of the 
treaty of peace, accordingly, recognize 
this right, as one already possessed : 44 The 
United States shall continue to enjoy ,* 
&c. And we shall never, I fancy, con- 
sent to resign it, to the baseless preten- 
sions set up in the memorial that Great 
Britain possesses 44 dominion of the ocean? 

But although the words, purporting to 
be an agreement that we should 44 conti- 
nue to enjoy this right,''' are not words of 
grant nor necessary, yet was it thought 
prudent to insert them exalnmdanti cautcla, 
to prevent the possibility of disputes re- 
specting it, in future: and our commission- 
ers have always been highly commended 
by the nation for their wisdom and firm- 
ness in refusing to sign a treaty that did 
not expressly contain tbem. 

Putting it however, in another and the 
most favourable light for Great Britain, and 
allowing that we acquired the right to fish 
on the Grand Bank and the other Banks 
by treaty, still I should feel very confident 
in asserting that we thereby acquired such, 
a title to it that whenever another treaty 
shall be made, between the parties we 
shall be perfectly entitled to the restora- 
tion of k by the law of postliminium; by 
virtue of which persons and property of 
every kind, taken by an enemy, was re- 



bels ; the first, an express agreement on [stored to their former state. We should 
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hy ihh law bfe ad much entitled to the 

^ r Th 8 ; a r 8 J lbo ^. ,,ermed > " s 

*h*l l£h, ^Niagara. Put it then in 

I , u f° U I,,case ' our » Perfect, 
and I therefore repeat my word*, the fish 
rus or no treaty. J 

The second member of the article is 
expressed in terms of a very different im- 
port. 

♦ ^75° American fishermen shall have liber- 

2J? t^JO* fish in a,1 x v of lhe "'settled 
SlLn , ; a r ,K \ urs ■?> or fcova Scotia, Mag- 

Had the memorial confined itself to this 
indulgence, and prayed that it might not, 
In a future treaty, be renewed, however we 
might lament it as a want of liberality, 
and courtesy, we could not complain of "it 
as intended injury, and therefore it would 
not lie with us to resent it. But 1 now 
find that this privilege or drying and cur- 
ing fish on the shores of Labrador, &c. is 
not ess ailial to our enjoyment of the right 
to take fish on the Banks. If it was, per- 
haps another question might be raised, and 
arguments would not be wanting to sup- 
port it with plausibility, whether we 
■hould not be entitled to their temporary 
occupation for such purpose, as an appur- 
tenance. I say perhaps. But did we de- 
rive our title to the Banks by a grant from 
Great Britain, and were this essential to 
the enjoyment of the grant, I should have 
no doubt but that we should have a ri»ht 
also to the usufruct of the shores adjacent. 
However, the fact is that more than three 
quarters of the fish caught on those Banks 
are salted on board the fishing vessels, and, 
in preference brought home to be cured : 
the whole, I presume, might be so. It is 
important then, that we should not for*e 
the distinctions that have thus presented 
themselves. We may regret the loss of 
the indulgence should Great Britain refuse 
to renew it ; and here we must stop ; we 
can go no farther : But as to the right, that 
we are authorized by the law of nations 
to demand. 

We are now prepared to turn to Obser- 
ver, and shall as briefly as the nature of 
the subject will permit, examine the opi- 
nions he has so authoritatively advanced 
on this subject. 

"The fisheries, (says he) important to us all, 
arc a vital interest to our eastern brethren 
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the eastern states to this execrable war, oar 
former privileges may perhaps be renewed, t» 
Javuur to them ; for as to Jone U is ovt of the 
overturn ; and tkt preface ts ridiculous." " It 
behoves true hearted Americans to consider 1 , 
seeing in what hands the power is lodrwl to 
make peace, whether we have any ehaliee to 
obtain a share in the Newfoundland fisheries, 
except from the graet and j*wur of our ene' 

With due submission I must differ from 
that gentleman in the very outset of his 
essay on this branch of his subject. J c m- 
less I am yet to learn how tiie enjoyment 
of a " vital interest" to a people is* to be 
regarded in the light of a favour and to be 
held at the mere will and pleasure of an- 
other power. He will pardon me if I con- 
sider his doctrine, as at best more suited 
to the cloister than the cabinet. I ven- 
ture, however, to believejthat it has !*en 
sufficiently made to appear in the former 
part of this article, that a participation in 
the hsheries is not merely a " privilege" 
which may I* renewed or not as an act of 
"grace and favour" in the enemy; bit a 
strict legal right, that cannot without in- 
justice be withheld; which does not de- 
pend upon "chance" whether we shall 
obtain it or not, but which we cannot re- 
sign without resigning nil claims to the 
character of a free and independent na- 
tion. 

Alluding to what had l>een advanced 
in the Evening Post on this subject, Ob- 
server says, 

" We read in some federal papers that ff 
Great Britain shall not agree to moderate 
terms, she will find herself engaged in a diffe- 
rent war from what she has hitherto waged, and 
in particular, that if she does not yield the 
fisheries, we shall fight, (adding) Gods how we 

be scanned." 



■ • "~ " Mnru«T!U. I 

wish sincerely, we may not be deprived of 
uiem, and am not without hope, when I con- 
fer the firm and honest opposition made in 



shall fight; but let this 

The author is particularly happy in his 
use of ridicule; it is his favourite weapon, 
and no man wields it with more success ; 
but I must crave his pardon if I presume 
to think that perhaps it might have been 
reserved for some more suUable occasion 
than so serious a one as the grave discus- 
sion of a nation's rights. What he means 
when he s|ieaks of " moderate terms," or 
what he means by Great Britain's " yield- 
ing the fisheries " that is resigning them 
to us, transcends my humble comprehen- 
sion. I therefore must stand excused if 1 
do not attempt to answer it. 

In pursuit or the above declared purpose 
to tcan the justice and expedience of a 
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war carried on rather than yield onr claim 
to the fisheries, Observer says, 

" Let it be supposed that Great Britain 
should refuse not only to make a peace, but 
even to hold a treaty with Mr. Madison be- 
cause of his duplicity aud devotion to the fall- 
en despot.*' " It would be a sore insult.— 
Those, therefore, who are arming cap arpie for 
11 conflict, might sally out on such an 
occasion with no 6lendcr chauce of adf enturcs. 
But will federalists embark their lives and lor- 
tuues in deadly contest on such ground ?" &c. 

Whatever Observer might tliink of it, I 
will venture to say, that should Great 
Britain or any other nation take this atti- 
tude, it would certainly be very extraor- 
dinary, and I suspect not all the acknow- 
ledged talents of Ofomvr could justify such 
a step. Whatever Mt. Madison may be, 
that is a question exclusively between him 
and this nation, and it never can be en- 
dured that any foreign power whatever 
should' intermeddle for a moment in this 
domestic dispute. But suppose I was to 
answer no, to his interrogatory, or suppose 
I were to answer yes, it would, in either 
case, still rest with Observer to show me 
what relatiou his question or my answer 
has to the fisheries, and a war carried on 
because they were unjustly withheld.— 
** Those federalists The was pleased' to add) 
who should engage to such a combat^ may 
excite laughter, but cannot command re- 
spect " As 1 do not know what federal- 
ists the writer alludes to, 1 shall heave his 
sarcasm as I find it, harmless and inappli- 
cable. 

Observer is unable to understand how 
federalists can separate their rights from 
their present rulers. 

Will federalists then, Jigkt far their pre- 
sent rulers? K they do, they will (suocessM 
or unsuccessful) be fairly entitled to the bene- 
fit of such rulers 

What if a nation is openly insulted, (1 
merely put the supposition to test the prin- 
ciple) its acknowledged rights denied, even 
its territory invaded, is it to be the ques- 
tion whether resistance will or will not 
enure to the benefit of the rulers for the 
time being ? and is its independence, its 
existence to depend on the answer that 
may be given to this party interrogatory ? 
For myself I am ready to declare that 
any people which can thus thank and thus 
act, show themselves unworthy of a rank 
among the civilized nations of the earth. 
But to relieve Observer from all his diffi- 



show me a esse where a nation is heartily 
united in defence of its unquestionable 
rights, and HI show you a case, where, 
party being no longer known and its voice 
no longer beard, that nation will inevita- 
bly, in the end, place its affairs in the 
hands of men, not of this or that sect in 
politics, but of the best abilities, the most 
tried virtue and most exalted character. 

Lastly, Observer seems to think it would 
be folly to dispute about the Newfound- 
land fisheries, because we can only suc- 
ceed in the issue by conquering, New- 
foundland by a naval armament; which 
we have not got ; aud which 1 admit wae 
cannot at present get sufficiently power- 
ful, to cope with that of Great Britain. 

As to force (says lie) it is out of the ques- 
tion and the pretence is ridiculous. .Should 
our independence be assailed, America united, 
Is invincible. But foreign conquest is a dif- 
ferent afTair. And of all conquests ; n»nc am 
so unlikely as those which arc to be effected 
by narai expeditions unrfer the direction of 
southern- lords. Those who declaim, iu> hi^h 
style, on what we can do. reckon, I fear, with- 
out their host ; and when called on for their 
share of the bill, may lower somewhat of their 
lofly demeanor." 

The writer has saved me the trouble of 
an answer, for be has furnished the true 
and proper one to his own objection. — 
" Should our irtdcpeiufatce be assailed* Amt~ 
Wen, united, is inviuciblc" If to den? us-the 
enjoyment of unquestionable rights which 
belongs to us by the laws of nature and of 
nation, be not to assail our independence, 
1 am wholly at a loss to conceive what 
would be so. But, even allowing it did 
not extend thus far,, allowing it to be an 
attack of minor cousequence, the nation 
w hich entertains a proper sense of its own 
honour, will never stand to measure an in- 
jury by its magnitude ; it is the prniciple 
alone to which itwHMook, and which it is 
bound to resent and resist at all events. — 
Should a case, therefore, ever arise, in 
which it should once be made to appear 
that our unquestionable rights were at 
stake, I cannot entertain a single doubt 
that my countrymen would be actuated to 
a man by one "heart aud one hand, and 
theu 1 fully accord with Observer, thai 
« AMERICA UNITED, IS INVINCI- 
BLE.!' 



AN ORATION, 

...... Delivered on Wednesday, June 29, 1814, at the 

cutties on this sevre,! venture to say ^ only | request of a number of citizens of 3\ete- 
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Tort, in celebration of the recent deliverance 
of Europe from the yoke of military despo- 
tism. 



of power too great if it could promote their 

felicity. He bad been persuaded that his 



BY Tnc RON. GOUVER.VEUR MORRIS, ESQ.. 

'Tis done. The long agony is over. The 
ttotirbons are restored. France reposes in the 
arms of her legitimate prince. We may now 
express our attachment to her consistently 
with the respect we owe to clinches. We re- 
oall to remembrance that interesting period, 
when in the fellowship of arm*, our souls wore 
minted at the convivial feast, and oor blood 
on tlic Geld or glory. We look, exulting, at 
the plain <>f Y ork. There French and Ameri- 
ca n troops^contended, in generous strife, who cuTthemofffro^ 
first should reach the goal of victory. There have expiated the crime by lengthens 
}J H contest for independence was closed 
*$ here whs scaled our title to be 



a«:«ng the nations. 

Thank God, we can, at length, avow the sen- 
timents of gratitude to that a:igiw*t family, un- 
der whose sway the fleets and armies of France 
and Spain were arrayed in defence of Ameri- 
can liberty We then hailed Louis the Six- 
teenth PROTECTOR OP Tn E RIGMTSOF MANKIND. 

We loved him. We deplored his fate. We 
are unsullied by the embrace of his assassins. 
Our wishes, our prayers liave acompauied the 
loyal Spaniards in their struggle ; and we blu«h 
that Americans were permitted to offer only 
wishes and prayers. 

How interesting, how instructive, the his- 
tory of the last five and twentv years. In the 
spring of 1709 the states general of France 
were convened to ward off impending bank- 
ruptcy. The derangement of their finances 
was occasioned by the common artifice ofi 
cheating people into a belief that debts may 
be safely incurved without imposing taxes. 
Large loans liad been made, but no fimds pro- 
vided. At the opening of that august assem- 
bly, the minister of finance declared it would 
have been easy to cover the deficit, without 
railing them together, but the king wished 
tlieir aid to correct abuses. 

This hazardous experiment terminated, as 
was foreseen by intelligent observers, in the 
overthrow of ancient establishments. The 
States General usurped, under the names of 
National Assembly, unliitif ted power, and used 
it with an equal want of wisdom and justice. 
They destroyed the rights of property ; issued 
paper money; framed an impracticable system 
of government, and released their king from 
a prison to place him on a throne, whose foun- 
dation they had undermined, Their succes- 
sors overturned it in less than a year, and 
again threw the king into prison, wlience, in 
less than six months, he was led to the scaf- 
fold. 

This virtirous monarch, our friend fn the 
hour of danger, was the victim of his own good- 
ness. Ardently desirous to ameliorate the 
condition of subjects, for whom he felt the 
•wxducss of a father, he thought no sacrifice 



prerogative, useless to him, was oppressive 4o 
them. Dangerous error ! He had been told, 
and believed, that in their loyally he had a 
perfect defence against the intrigues of turbu- 
lent demagogues. Fatal delusion ! This just, 
this merciful prince, was led to execution 
amid the insulting shouts of a ferocious mob. 
He was guarded by militia who felt horror at 
the office. The royal victim, collected iu 
himself, was occupied, during the long proces- 
sion, in beseeching the divine majesty to par* 
don his rebellious subjects. But the stroke 
which severed from the body his mnocent head 

should 
lengthened years 

of misery. 

O ! it was a crime against nature and against 
heaven. A murder most foul and cruel. A 
deed at which fiends might have wept. I 
*vas in Paris 1 saw the gush of sorrow. I 
heard the general groan. Every bosom an- 
ticipated the sentence of an avenging God. 
It was like a second fall or man. Au awful 
scene of affliction, go i It, and horror, Al I were 
humbled to the dost, savo only (hose who ex- 
ulted, in screams of diabolic rapture, at their 
success in driving an assembly over which they 
tyrannized to this nefarious act. 

Mark here the guilt to which faction leads. 
That assembly, in general, consisted of two 
parties; those called Girondistcs. at their 
liead the representatives from Bordeaux, who 
wished for a federal republic ; and the Jaco- 
bins, who concealed, under the loud cry for 
a republic one and indivisible, a design to re- 
store monarchy. Both of them treated with 
the imprisoned king. He trusted himself to 
the party of the Gironde. Jt seemed less 
criminal than the other, and was more numer- 
ous. From that moment the jacobins doom- 
ed him to destruction, that they might des- 
troy their opponents. Those who assaulted 
the palace, to tear of tliat semblance of mon- 
archy which the constituent assembly had left, 
were now called forth to overawe the faction 
of the Gironde. The assembly, surrounded by 
nrmed men. a majority was frightened into a 
sentence of death against their innocent cap- 
tive—a sentence which the intelligent foresaw 
would involve their own. 

And so it did. The inexorable Danton drag- 
ged them before his revolutionary tribunal, 
and poured their blood on the scaffold wet with 
that of their murdered monarch. Thus, eve- 
ry circumstance of guilt and shame was combi- 
ned, in their last moments, to embitter the 
bitterness of death. 

On the same scaffold, condemned by the 
same judges, perished, conspiring to place the 
imprisoned son on the throne of a father whom 
he had laboured to destroy. He believed 
that Louis the Sixteenth bad been too much 
diszraced to reign over a proud nation. Com- 
bining, therefore, the courage of a hero with 
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the energy of a conspirator, and unrestrained 
by religion or mercy, be determined to strike 
off the bead which he thought uniit for a 
erowu. In the rapid march of fate his own 
soon fell. Insulted with the semblance of 
trial, convicted without proof, condemned un- 
heard, he roared, in a voire of thunder, " I 
have been told, and now believe, that the pu- 
nishment of man is the fruit of his crime. 
Wretches ? I gave you the yower of doom- 
ing innocence to death, and (, by your doom, 
must die. The same justice shall overtake 
those who sent tne here and you also." The 
voice of the savage was prophetic. 

Those who slaughtered their prince, and 
made havoc of each uther ; those who endea- 
voured to dethrone the King of Heaven, and 
establish the worship of human reason — who 
placed, as representative of the Goddess of 
Reason, a prostitute on the altar which piety 
had dedicated to the Holy Virgin, and fell 
down and paid to her their adoration, were, at 
length, compelled to see and to feel, and, in 
agony, to own that there is a God. I cannot 
proceed. My heart sickens at tlic recollec- 
tion of those horrors which desolated France. 
That charming country, on which the bounty 
of heaven has lavished blessing, was the prey 
of monsters. To tell the mines, every where 
and every hour perpetrated, would wound 
the soul of humanity, and shock the ear of 
modesty. But where, my country ! O where 
shall I hide the blush, that these moustcrs 
Were taken to your bosom ? 

I retract the charge. Nations of the earth ! 
believe not the imputation. The virtuous 
sons of America were not guilty of ingrati- 
tude. Much as they love liberty, the name 
pf liberty did not drive from their hearts the 
friend of liberty, the paoTwroa of the 
riorts or mankind. No, holy martyr ! 
their greatfql bosoms re-echoed thy dying 
groan. In bumble submission they viewed 
events whose mystery they could not compre- 
hend, and waited the development of eternal 
wisdom. They beheld licentious crime, under 
the name of liberty, roaming over the broad 
t urface of France, seeking virtue tor its prey, 
defiling innocence, despoiling poverty, and lay- 
ing the very face of nature waste. They saw it 
voracious at home, victorious abroad, every 
where triumphant. Europe was appalled. — 
Her princes trembled. The new-hatched, 
unfledged, French republic soared, as on ea- 
gle pinions, beyond the clouds. Dazzled by 
the lustre of her victories, the moral eye 
could scarcely perceive the guilt of those 
profligate leaders who dictated law to a pros- 
t rate world. Drunk with success, slaughter- 
ing their countrymen, pillaging their neigh- 
bours, seducing their subjects from allegiance, 
and preceding the storm of conquest by the 
poison of corruption, they reviled whatever 
antiquity and custom liad rendered respecta- 
ble, made sport of religion, treated public 
{aw as romantic nonsense, and trampled on 



the decencies of private life. Yet they I 
adherents here ! This country is not without 
baukrupts, both in fortune and in fame ; nor 
fiery spirits promoted by ambition. There 
are among us some who, wishing to be great, 
disdained to be good ; who, in pursuit of riches 
and power, indifferent to right aud wrong, 
take the nearest way. Many top, there arc, 
who ignorantly swallow every idle tale. — 
Many who, puffed up with conceit, will no 
longer listen to truth when she offers instruc- 
tion. A mind bloated by vanity loves to feed 
on falsehood, and drtuk the flattery by which 
its dropsied understanding is drowned. But 
in that moment when crowned heads in Eu- 
rope crouched to the French directory, an in- 
sult aimed at the honour of America was in- 
stantly resented. This dignified conduct of 
the new world astonished the old. Our chars 
acter was raised to the highest pitch, 
alas ! only to be precipitated, by the 
tus of its fall, more deeply in shame. 

This occasion does not require, neither 
will it permit of a history, or even the rapid 
recapitulation, of important events. We 
have seen the tumults of democracy terminate 
in despotism. What had been Ibrescen. and 
foretold, arrived. The power of usurpation 
was directed and maintained by great talents. 
Gigantic schemes of conquest, prepared with 
deep and dark intrigue, vast masses of force, 
conducted with consummate skill, a cold in- 
difference to the miseries of inank iud, a profound 
contempt for moral ties, a marble hearted, 
atheism, to which religion wasouly a politi- 
cal instrument, and the stern persevering will 
to beud every tiling to his purpose, were the 
means of Napoleon to make himself the ter- 
ror, and the scourge of uations. The galling 
of his iron yoke, taught Frenchmen feelingly 
to know how much they had lost in breaking 
the bands of their allegiance They had, in- 
deed, to amuse them, the pomp of triumph, 
the shout of victory, and the consciousness of 
force which made the neighbouring nations 
groan. But the fruits of their labour were 
wrested from them to gratify the extrava- 
gance of vanity, or supply the waste of war. 
Their children were torn from their bosoms, 
and marched off in chains to the altar o£ im- 
pious, insatiable ambition. Aged parents, 
who, with trembling step, had followed to bid 
the last of many sons a final, fond adieu, in 
returning to their cottage, once the scene of 
humble happiness, but now stript by remorse- 
less collectors of every thing whicli could be 
sold, looking round ip vain for the little ob- 
jects, to which use and need had given value, 
and seeing ouly the remnant of that from 
which they had taken their last meat, moists 
ened with bitter tears, turn their eys to hea- 
ven, then throwing themselves in each others 
arms, exclaim, my child ! my child ! Such, 
France, were thy sufferings. Thus was the 
innocent blood of thy sovereign visited upon 
thee. Frenchmen ! by these woes were you 
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taught to feel the present, the avenging, God. 
It was this deep agony which led yon to de- 
clare to your sovereign's brother, in the lan- 
guage 0 f nature and truth, " Sir, we bring vou 
our hearts ; the tyrant has lelt us nothing 
else to give." 

In the mouth of September, 1812, the son 
of an otweure family, in a small island of the 
Mediterranean, was at the head of a greater 
force than was ever yet commanded bv one 
man, during the long period to which history 
extends. His brows encircled with an im- 
perial diadem, his sword red with the blond 
of conquered nations, his eye glaring on the 
fields be had devoted to "plunder, his feet 
trampling on the neck of kings, bis mind glow- 
ing with wrath, his heart swoln with the con- 
sciousness of power unknown before, he mo- 
ved, he seemed, he believed himself a god. 
While at one extremity of Europe his ruth- 
less legions drenched, with loyal blood, the 
arid soil of Spain, he marched, with gigantic 
stride, at the other extremity, to round hi* 
vast dominion in the widest circle of the civi- 
lized world. A/ready he had pierced the Rus- 
sian line of defence. Already his hungry ea- 
gles were pouncing on his prey -Pause. 

View steadily this statue of colossal power. 
The arms arc of iron ; the breast is of brass ; 
bu t the feet are of clay. The moment of des- 
t ruction impends. Hark ! The blow is giv- 
en. It falls. It crumbles to dust. This 
mighty man, this king of kings, this demi- 
god, is discomfited. He flies. He is pursued. 
He hides. Stript of royal robes, distracted 
with apprehension, flapping the wings of fear, 
he scuds in disguise across the wide plain of 
Poland, not daring to look behind. He takes 
a moment's breath, and slakes the feverish 
thirst of his fatigue in the waters of the Elbe. 
A second flight brings him to the Rhine. Af- 
ter a third effort, he is within the walls of 
Paris. 

Here again he reigns. Here the eraftv 
statesman contrives, ami the gloomy tyrant 
collects the renewed means of warfare. Again, 
unhappy France, mnst thy garners and thv 
veins be opened. Again, and under tho dou- 
ble weight of oppression, must thou groan. 
Vain are expostulations? vain the tumultu- 
ous cry for peace ; vain the sbriek9 of despair. 

Alexander, the great, the good, advances- 
He moves at the head of his hardy Russians, 
from the ashes of Moscow, toward the banks 
of the Elbe. At his approach the plundered, 
insulted subjects of Prussia, rise to vindicate 
their honour. The Germans burn to avenge 
their wrongs. But Napoleon has anticipated 
Ws enemy. He is in force on the Elbe. His 
vigour and activity are successful. Again he 
quaffs the luscious draught of victory. Drunk 
•gain with hope, he shuts his ear to the coun- 
sel of prudence. But, true to his principles, 
he calls fraud to the aid of force ; and, ac- 
cepting the mediation of Austria, displays the 
insidious craft of a perverse policy. Fur wl-at? 



To elude a peaeo which, conceding vast ter- 
ritory, and restoring his captive legions, 
would have placed biin agaiu in a condition to 
menace, insole, and oppress the world. But 
no. A confidence in bis talents, a confidence 
in his fortune, have made him blind. He 
confides in fbrtnne, the God of atheism, which, 
analysed, is nothing more than the combina- 
tion of events we cannot discover ; in which, 
nevertheless, though unknown, there is no 
more of chance than there was in a comet's 
orbit ere Newton was born. But the adora- 
tion of that which derives its essence from 
ignorance, accords with their wisdom who de- 
ny the existence of that Being, by whom pon- 
drous planets, hurled through the infinite 
void, art- compelled to move in their prescrib- 
ed course, till time shall be no more. Bo- 
naparte, elate with rash confidence, eluded 
negotiation. At length the father of his wife 
found himself constrained, by duty and ho- 
nour, to join the allies. At this connexion, 
which could not have been unexpected. Na- 
poleon was not dismayed. Calculating on the 
hollow faith of coalitions, in which a diversity 
of interest often keeps asunder the hearts 
whose hands are united, forgetting, or not 
knowing that his tyranny had formed a league 
against him stronger than the union of states; 
a league of which all mankind were members, 
and general sentiment the son I; he still flat- 
tered himself that, by the weight of his arms 
and the edge of his craft, he could sever the 
bands of this new alliance* To this end, the 
bravefy of his soldiers and tbe skill of his offi- 
cers, the dexterity of his ministers, and all 
the resources of his genius, were exercised 
and exhausted, during the last summer. The 
plains «f Saxony were wasted with inexorable 
severity. Pestilence and famine marched 
in the train of war, to thin the ranks of man- 
kind ; to extend the scene of human misery, 
and prepare a wide theatre for the display of 
British benevolence. 

At length, after many battles, the well-plan- 
ned movemeuts of the allies obliged Napoleon 
to abandon Dresden. From that moment his 
position on the Elbe was insecure. But pride 
had fixed trim there : perhaps, too, tho same 
blind confidence in fortune. His force was 
collected at Leipsic. Leipsic, in the war of 
thirty years, had seen the great Gu«tavtis fall 
in the arms of victory. Leipsic again witness- 
ed a battle, on whose issue hung the indepen- 
dence, not of Germany alone, but of every 
state on the continent of Europe. Hard, long, 
and obstinate, was the conflict. Ou both 
sides were displayed an uniou of the rarest, 
skill, discipline, and courage. As the flood- 
tide waves of ocean, in approaching the shore, 
rnsh, foam, thunder, break, n«Uu, return — 
so broke, retired, and returned «• *- allied bat- 
talions, impetuously propelled by the pres- 
sure of their brethren in arms lnd as tbe 
whelming flood, a passage fo; e -d through tb«- 
breach, reuds, tears, scatters, dissipates, a n 
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bears away its unu umbered sands, so was the 
tyrant's host overwhelmed, scattered, and 
home away. 

And now behold a scene sublime. Three 
mi»btv monarch* lay down their crowns and 
words. They Tall on their knees. They 
raise their eyes and hands to heaven. They 
pour out thanksgiving to the God of Battle*. 
To him. the King of Kings, sole, self-existent, 
in whom alone is might, majesty, and domi- 
nion. With one voice they cry, " Tfte Lord is 
with us. Brother, the Lord is nith us. Glory 
be to the Lord." Contrast this spectacle with 
that which had been exhibited thirteen mouths 
before on the plains of Russia. 

The anxious hour is past. We respire. The 
air is embalmed with blossoms of liberty. Hu- 
manity rears her bead, from the dust, smooths 
her dishevelled locks, and wipes away the tear. 
She greets you victors ! princes ! heroes ! 
christians ! Sin? bids you lot low the path to 
immortal glory, pointed out b> the finger of 
heaven. March. J**! already the opposed 
armies are separated only by the Rhine. Hem 
again the oiive branch is tendered to the 
fierce Napoleon. Perhaps experience may 
have made him wise. Perhaps he has learut, 
in the school of adversity, to moderate his de- 
fires. Perhaps, confiding in fortune no more, 
he may begin to believe there is a God who 
governs the world. No. The mysterious 
plan of Providence is yet incomplete. Na- 
poleon's pride is yet untamed. He confides 
in wintry storms which bid the weary soldior 
rest. He confides in the lofty barrier of the 
Pyrenees. He confides in the fortresses along 
his frontiers. He confides in the neutrality 
of Switzerland, and the reverence of bis ene- 
mies for public law. The violation of that 
law was, with him, an ordinary measure of 
war. The plunder of neutrals was, with him, 
an ordinary fiscal resource. And yet he be- 
lieves that his foes will be restrained by prin- 
ciples he never regarded. He is not deceived. 
He relies, too, on assurances wrung from the 
subjugated Swiss ; supposing the sentiments of 
men to be stifled in the bosom of his slaves. 
He is mistaken. The allied armies, insensi- 
ble to frost and fatigue, defying alike the rage 
of elements and the rage of man, throw them- 
selves over the Rhine. They march through 
the cantons of Switzerland, not merely au- 
thorized by their permission, but furthered 
by their assistance, marking strong places by 
corps of observation, tliey penetrate the in- 
terior of France, on the east and the north, 
while Wellington pours in. on the south, his 
Britons, Spaniards and Portuguese. Mark. 
The representatives of Bordeaux were first to 
proclaim a French republic. Bordeaux is 
first to unfurl the royal standard. Napoleon, 
beaten, on the verge of ruin, remains unmov- 
ed- The allies, anxious to spare the effusion 
of blood, and terminate the misery of Europe, 
aeain tender peace, with the possession of un- 
divided, undiminished France. They are ac- 



tuated by motives of humanity, and governed 
by dictates of human policy. But he and 
they, mightv though they be, are only instru- 
ments in a mightier hand. The heart of this 
modern Pharaoh is hardened. He will not 
release those whom lie holds in bondage. His 
demands, far from being suited to his condi- 
tion, would have been unreasonable even had 
he been victorious His severity had silenced 
truth. His violence obliged atl who approach- 
ed to feed bis vaiu glory with pleasiug false- 
hood. 

Ignorant, therefore, of his peril, he Be- 
lieves the French attached to his person. 
Yes. Strange as it may seem, he who led 
them so long through every stage and degree 
of suffering, believes himself to be the object 
of their tend»T affect inn. But why wonder at 
his self delusion? Has not the same strange 
thing been asserted by men, among us, re- 
puted wise? Nay, has it not been believed 
by hundreds and thousands of their followers: 
men who shut their eyes to reason, and their 
ears to truth, from the fear of j»crceiving 
their own delusion ? In the great scheme of 
Providence, as far as man nfty^ without im- 
piety, attempt to raise the veff, miraculous 
event* appear to be wrought by human inter- 
vention. Thus we discover, in the preceding 
tyranny of Napoleon, the cause of that sell* 
deception and false information which prompt- 
ed his extravagant conduct. Spectators, 
amazed that an adventurer, followed by a few 
exhausted, dispirited soldiers, remnant of re- 
iterated defeats, in the midst of a great nation 
which holds him in abhorrence, should persist 
in refusing the throne of France, unless other 
thrones were added, cannot resist the convic- 
tion that he is blinded by the direction of the 
Almighty will. And yet we can trace back 
the present madness to preceding crimes. 
Thus punishment springs from offence. 
That determined, inflexible will, which had 
beaten down so many thrones, now recoils on 
himself, and drives him to rum. 

Again the cannon roar. The long arches 
of the louvre tremble. The battle rages. 
The heights of Montinartre are assailed. 
They are carried. The allies look down, vic- 
torious, on the lofty domes and spires of Paris. 
Lo ! the capital of that nation which dictated 
ignominious terms of peace in Vienna and 
Berlin; the capital of that nation which wrapt 
in flames the capital of the Czars, is in the 
power of its foes. Their troops are in full 
march. The flushed soldier may soon satiate 
j his lust and glut his vengeance. See before 
you, princes, the school of that wildering phi- 
losophy which undermined vour thrones. In 
j those sumptuous palaces dwell voluptuaries, 
who, professing philanthropy, love only them- 
selves. There recline, on conches of down, 
those polished friends of man. who, revelling 
in the bosom of delight, scev.ith indifference 
a beggar perish, ami calmiy issue orders for 
the conflagration of rides, aao the pillage of 
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kingdoms. Listen to the voice of retributive 
justice. Throw loose the reins of discipline. 
Cry havoc ! avenge ! avenge ! No— Yoniler 
is the white flag : Emblem of peace. It ap- 
proaches. They supplicate mercy. Halt! 
Citizens of America, what, on such an occa- 
sion, won Id Napoleon have done ? Interro- 
gate his conduct during fifteen years of tri- 
umph. Sec this paragon of philosophers 
spread ruin around him — his iron heart insen- 
sible to pity — his cars deal' to the voice of re- 
ligion and mercy. And now see two christian 
mouarchs. after "ranting pardon and protec- 
tion, descend from the heights of Mnnlmartre 
and inarch through the streets of that great 
city in peaceful triumph. See, followin-; 
them, halt' a million of men, women and chil- 
dren, who hail, with shouts of gratitude, Alex- 
ander the deliverer- They literally kiss his 
feet. And, like those of old, who approached 
tha Saviour of the world, they touch, in trans- 
port, the hem of his garment and feel sancti- 
fied. He enters the temple of the living God. 
In humble imitation of his divine master, he 
proclaims pardon and peace. Those lips, 
which, victorious in the plain orLcipsie, cri- 
ed out Glory to God, now, again victorious, 
complete the anthem of benediction. •* Glo- 
ry be to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace. Good will toward men." Let all 
nature join in the triumphant song. Glory! 
glory ! to God ; and on earth peace. 

Ye who are promoters and supporters of 
war ! Ye wliose envenomed tongues have sla- 
vered out invective on all who wore legitimate 
crowns ? Ye who represent sovereigns as 
wild beasts, for whose destruction all means 
arc lawful ! Approach. Behold. Come ye, also, 
who, wrapping yourselves up in self conceit, 
look with affected pity on such as believe in 
a Saviour. Ye who dwell, with cynic satis- 
faction, on crimes committed by fanatics ! 
Iiook there. Those kings are christians. 
And thou, too. Democracy ! savage and wild. 
Thdu who wouldst bring down the virtuous 
and wise to thy level of folly and guilt ! Thou 
child of squinting envy and self-tormenting 
spleen! Thou persecutor of the great and 
good ! See, though it blast thine eye balls, see 
the objects of thy deadly hate. See lawful 
princes surrounded by loyal subjects. Soe 
them victorious over the legions of usurpation. 
See, tbey are hailed, followed, almost adored, 
by the nation they conquered, pardoned ami 
liberated. See that nation seize the first mo- 
ment of freedom to adopt a constitution like 
that of England. The land of our great and 
glorious forefathers. The land yon abhor. 
The land at which your madmen, if heaven 
indulged them with power, would hurl the 
bolts of vengeance, and merge millions of their 
fellow men in the billows of the surrounding 
sea. Yes, Democracy, these are the objects 
of thy hate. Let those who would know the 
idol of thy devotion seek him in the Island of 
tlba. 



He abdicates. He shows thee. Democracy, 
bis kindred blood. He takes money for his 
crown. Look at him. Him whom you hail- 
ed as invincible, omnipotent. He goes guard- 
ed, to protect him from being murdered by 
those lately his subjects. He goes, assassin 
of d'Enghein, a pensioner of the house of 
Bourbon. 

That royal house now reigns. The Bour- 
bons are restored. Rejoice France ! Spain ! 
Portugal ' You are governed by your legiti- 
mate kings. Europe ! rejoice. The Bour- 
bons are restored. The family of nations is 
completed. Peace, the dove descending 
from heaven, spreads over you her downy pi- 
nions. Nations of Europe, ye are her brethren 
once more. Embrace. Rejoice. And thou, too, 
my much wronged country ! My dear, abused, 
self-murdered country, bleeding as thou art, 
rejoice. The Bourbons are restored. Thy 
friends now reign. The long a^ony is over. 
The Bourbons are restored. 



from cob rett's reoister of Apair. 23. 
Re~colonutatwn of the American States. — U 
was easy to believe, that the enemies of free- 
dom would, upon this occasion, turn their bale- 
ful eyes towards the United States of Ameri- 
ca, and endeavour to stimulate our govern- 
ment, who, let ns hope, however, has too much 
sense to be so worked on, to wage a war for 
the destruction of liberty in the western 
world. But I, who fully expected to seo this, 
am really astonished at the speed and the 
boldness, with which the project has been 
brought forward in some of our public prints, 
especially the Times, which, in plain terra*, 
urges a war against the United State* upon 
the same principles that the clow; of the war 
has been carried on against Napoleon ; and, 
indeed which aims at the subjugation, re-oc- 
cupation, and rocolonirationof that country. 
Before I proceed any further. I shall insert 
the article, which has called forUi these ob- 
servations. 

'* It is understood that part of our army in 
France will be immediately transfer©*! to 
America, to finish the war there with the 
same glory as in Europe, and to place the 
peace on a foundation equally firm and last- 
ing. Now, that the tyrant Bonaparte lias 
been consigned to infamy, there is no public 
feeling in this country stronger than that of 
indignation against the Americans. That a 
republic boasting of its freedom should have 
stooped to become the tool of that monster's 
ambition ; that it should have attempted to 
plunge the parricidal weapon into tlic heart 
of that count nr. from whence its origin was 
derived ; that it should have chosen the pre- 
cise moment when it fancied that Russia was 
overwhelmed, to attempt to consummate 
the ruin of Britain ; all this is conduct so 
black, so loathsome, so hateful, that it natu- 
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i*ally 5tir$ up the indignation that we have de- 
scribed. Nevertheless tliera is in this caso 
the same popular error, that there was, not 
long since, when France was identified in the 
raiuds of most men, with the name of Bona* 
parte. The American government is, in point 
of fact, ax much a tyranny (though wo are far 
from saying it is so horrible a one) as was that 
of Bonaparte ; and we firmly urged the prin- 
ciple of no peace with Bonaparte ; so to be 
consistent with ourselves, we must In like 
manner maintain the doctrine of no peace 
with James Maditon. The reasons for this 
are twofold, as respecting thin country, and 
as respecting America. A very little reflec- 
tion will render them sufficiently manifest. — 
In tho first place, hatred of England is the 
fundamental point in the jwlicy of Mr. Madi- 
son. He is the ostensible or? an of a party, 
all whose thoughts, feelings, and sentiments 
arc guided by this master kev. Some of the 
statesmen of this school have not blushed to 
assert in full senate. " that the world ought to 
rejoice, if Britain were sunk in the sea ;" if, 
where there are now men, and wealth, and 
laws, and liberty, there were no more than a 
sandbank for tho sea- monsters to fatten on, a 
space for the storms of the ocean to mingle 
in conflict." Such is the deep-rooted antipa- 
thy ! With such men Mr. Madison acts ; 
and he himself, before tho accession of his 
party to power, he expressly laid it down as a 
principle (»u tho discussion of Mr. Jay's ne- 
gotiation,) that no treaty should lie made 
with the enemy of France.*' His lore for the 
latter country, however, was but an adjunct of 
the hatred which he entertained towards us; 
for the same reason that Bonaparte did ; be- 
cause wc stand in the way of any state that 
aspires to universal dominion ; for, young as is 
the transatlantic republic, it has already In- 
dulged in something more than dreams of the 
most unmeasured ambition. We need not 
here detail the long history of fraud and false- 
hood by which he at length succeeded in de- 
luding his countrymen into war. Suffice it to 
say he had two objects in that war : first, to 
«ip the foundation of our maritime greatness, 
by denying the allegiance of our sailors ; and 
secondly, to seize on our colonial possessions 
on the main land of America, leaving it to fu- 
ture occasion to lay hands on our insular set- 
tlements in the West-Indies. Perhaps when 
he finds himself unexpectedly deprived of the 
buckler under which he aimed these stabs at 
•ur vital existence; the mighty Napoleon, 
tho protector in petto of the Columbian con- 
federacy ; he may be willing to draw in his 
Jtorus, and »noak away from his audacious un- 
dertakings. But shall we have the extreme 
folly to let htm off thus ? When we have 
wrested the dagger from the bravo's hand, 
shall we quietly "return it to him to put up in 
its sheath ? No, No. Mr. Madison himself 
in hi* very last public speech, has furnished 
us wilb a most opposite rule of conduct. 



which he cannot blame os for adopting, since 
he follows it himself ; namely, that we should 
" not only chastise the savages into present 
peace, but make a lasting impression on their 
fear*.** Hitherto wc have considered the A- 
raerican? as identified with Mr. Madison's go- 
vernment ; but is this the fact ? So ranch the 
reverse, that it has been openly proposed hi 
some of the states to treat for peace with 
Great Britain separately ; and they would act 
wisely and justifiably in adopting this measure. 
The eastern states, the most moral, the most 
cultivated, the most intelligent, the best in 
every respect, are at this instant reduced to a 
complete thraldom by the southern states, 
under the forms of a constitution, which the 
prevailing taction violates at pleasure. *• The 
small states," says Fisher Ames, " are now in 
vassalage; they obey the nod or Virginia.— 
The constitution sleeps with Washington, 
having no mourners but tho virtuous, and no 
monument but history. Our vote and influ- 
ence (tho*) of the eastern states) avail no 
more than that of the Isle of Man in the poli- 
tics of Great Britain." If this was true be- 
fore the annexation of Louisiana, how much 
more strikiugly so now, that that addition has 
quite broken down all balance between the 
states, and (mured an irresistible stream of 
corrupt ioQucnc into the channel of the exe- 
cutive f What is very remarkable is, that the 
preponderencc of the southern states is chief- 
ly owing to the slaves they contaiu! The 
number of votes which each state has in the 
national government, is determined by the 
whole population. Hence, though the slave 
has no political existence, he gives a weight 
to bis master over a free man in a different 
state ; and by another curious, but not uncom- 
mon paradox in human nature, the slave own- 
er there, is generally a furious democrat, and 
the democrat has hitherto been the most ser- 
vile of the tyrant's adherents.) Clear, there- 
fore, is It, tliat the free constitution of the 
rutted States is either incompetent in itself 
to afford an equal protection to the wisest aud 
best parts of tht! union ; or else that constitu- 
tion has been violated and overthrown by the 
faction of which Mr. Madison is the ostensi- 
ble head ; and, in either case, tho oppressed 
states would act justly to themselves, to se- 
parate their interests from those of the inca- 
pable and treacherous individual who has 
dragged them reluctantly into a war, no less' 
inglorious than unjust. When we speak of 
these and the like crimes as perpetrated hy 
Mr. Madison individually, wc only mean to 
use his name in the common way, in which 
persons in eminent stations are generally 
spoken of. He stands at the head of the list, 
not but that Mr. Gallatin may be mure artful, 
Mr. Clay more furious, Mr. Jefferson more 
malignant, and so on ; and besides, there is a 
ferocious banditti belonging to his party, of 
whom, perhaps, he himself stands in awe, and 
who, as they consist of Irish traitors, and f:i- 
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gjitive bankrupts and swindlers, from all parts 
of tbe United Kingdom, way easily be con- 
ceived to exceed even tbe native Americans 
in rancor against Great Britain ; but the more 
shameless and abandoned are the individuals 
who compose this faction, the greater odium 
must be cast on Mr. Madison himse]f. in the 
eyes of tbe moral and reflecting parlTof Ame- 
rican population. It is a great mistake to 
suppose that the United States are wholly 
deficient in characters of this latter descrip- 
tion. They have had many wise and many 
eloquent men, whoso words yet live iu the 
hearts and in the meditation* of their coun- 
trymen. Mr. Walsh, tho accomplished editor 
of the American Review, has attained a high 
literary reputation even in this country ; and 
though Uie late Fisher Ames (the Burke of 
the western hemisphere) is not much known in 
this country, he deservedly enjoys a much 
greater popularity in America. "These, and 
many more such writers as these, have kept 
alive the fire of ermine British liberty in the 
United States. Whilst, on tbe other hand, 
the miserable blunders of the Dearborns, and 
Hopkinsos, and Wilkinsons and Hamptons, 
and all the long list of defeated generals, have 
throwu a ridicule on that invasion of Canada 
which was one of the great baits of the war. 
Lastly comes the fall of Mr. Madison's grand 
patron, attended with the excerat ion and scorn 
of all Europe. Can we doubt that a vigorous 
effort on our part will annihilate the power of 
a faction alike hostile to Britain, ami fatal to 
America ? Is not the time propitious for win- 
ning at least tbe souuder and better part of 
the Americans to an union of interests with 
the country from whence they sprung.** 

It is impossible to read this article without 
being convinced that there are men. who seri- 
ously entertain the wish to sec America reco- 
Ionized ; who wish to sec our kiu* restored in 
America, as the Bourbons have been in 
France ; but Mr. Madison is the chosen presi- 
dent of tbe uuion ; he does nothing of him- 
self ; it is the president, the congress, and the 
people, all acting in concert. Vet be is to be 
put down ; no peace is to be made with him 
any more than with Napoleon ; the govern- 
ment of the states is a tyranny ; tlie constitu- 
tion is violated, or is inefficient ; its existence 
is inimical to lasting peace ; the time is pro- 
pitious for winning tbe sounder part of the 
states, at least to an union of interests with 
the country whence they sprang. These are 
sentiments and declarations to begin with, but 
in fact, they go to the whole length of reco- 
louization ; and that is the project now on 
foot amongst the foes of freedom, who seem 
to be resolved to prove to us, that those 
friends of liberty in America who did not wish 
njr tbe extinguishment of Napoleon, despot 
as he was, were not without sound reasons for 
their sentiments. They saw. that, though he 
. had betrayed the republican cause, if he 
*ere put down Ui?re would be men ready to 



urge projects or that which we now speak of.— 
This language towards the United State* 
was never made use of; sentiments like ihesa 
were never hazarded, whiio Napolcou was in 
power; but, the moment be is down, these 
men turn their hostile eyes towards America, 
the only republic left upou the face of thn 
earth ! ' Our quarrel with America ceases 
with the war. There being peace in Kuropc. 
the quarrel is at an end without discussions. — 
But this writer passes* over all the subject of 
quarrel. The American president and go- 
vernment are bad. That is, now, according to 
him, to be the ground of the war ; and, we 
are to have no peace with them. I will pasw 
over the impudent falsehoods which this wri- 
ter utters as to the conduct of Mr. Madison, 
and the nature and effects of the American 
government ; and come at once to what is 
most interesting to us now ;' namely. First* 
whether a war for the recovery of the Ameri- 
can states as colonies would be popular in 
England ; anil Secoud, whether it would bo 
likely to succeed. As to tbe first, I have no 
hesitation iu expressing my belief, that it 
would be, for a while at least tbe mast popu- 
lar war in which Euglaud was ever engaged, 
the reasons lor which opiniou I will now slate. 
In the first place, peace, real and lasting 
peare. and a fast reduction of our fore©*, 
would be total ruin to a great number of per- 
sons and families. All these will wish for 
war, no matter with whom, or upon what 
grounds. They will be for the war for tin: 
same reason that undertakers are for deaths, 
and without being any more than these, 
chargeable with any malicious motive. The 
farmers will be for war, much about the same 
principles ; they bciug of opinion, no matter 
whether erroneously or not, that war makes 
corn dear. Here are two very numerous 
clashes of persons. A third is the land own- 
ers in general, who believe that peace will 
lower their reuts without lowering their 
taxes. 

The ship owners ami builders for Ameri- 
ca, who can build and sail much cheaper than 
they can, and who, if left at quiet, would co- 
ver the sea with their ships. The great ma- 
nufacturers ever will be lor a war, likely, a< 
they think, to tear up root and branch, those 
establishments which are not ouly supplying 
America herself, but must, in a few years, 
especially with tbe emigration of artizaiw to 
America, Income our rival, and supplant uk. 
all over the world. Besides, if America, 
were to be recovered, we should, they think, 
have a monopoly of supplying her. Eveu tho 
stockholders, though they might, generally, 
wish for peace, might probably be persuaded, 
that the recolonizatiou of America would af- 
ford tbe means of lessening the national debt ; 
that America might be made to bear a share of 
the debt; that the lands might be sold for our ac- 
count ; and in short, that this might bo made an 
iwuocnao source of income, and an infallible 
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aecurity to the paper system. Of politicians 
there will be tiro descriptions for the war : 
one will see in America a dangerous maritime 
rival ; a maritime power which grows, like her 
own Indian corn, almost visible to the eye. — 
They will mir this apprehension with the 
feeling?! of mortification and revenge arising 
from the naval victories of America, which 
we not to be washed away by the fall of Na- 
poleon, nor of Gfty Napoleons at his heels.— 
These are honourable minded men, loving 
their country, mot able to endure the idea of 
her ever, at any time, ceasing to lie mistress 
•f the ocean, and so terrified at that idea as 
to lose sight, in pursuit of a preventative re- 
medy, all notions of justice, humanity and 
freedom. 

Another description of politicians, animat- 
ed solely by their hatred of whatever gives 
liberty toman, will sec in America what, in- 
deed, tbey have always seen, and for which 
they have always hated her, an asvlum for 
the oppreved ; a dwelling for real liberty ; an 
example of a people, enjoying the heijht of 
prosperity, without any hereditary titles, 
without auy army, and almost without taves, 



ly best ; and not to suffer their judgment ta he 
warped t>y an outcry, proceeding from the 
selfishness of some, and the rage ot others. 

With regard to the second question: tvho- 
thera war for the rccolonization of America 
would be likely to sueccd ? I thiuk it wnuht 
not. I must, however, confess, that I agree 
with the author of the above article, that 
•* the tunc is propitious" in the highest de- 
gree. Not only have we an army ready or- 
ganized ; cninjiosed of the best stuff ; best 
commanded; best appointed and provided; 
b*»st disciplined in the world ; but we do net 
know what to do with it in the way of em- 
ployment, and it would be for a year at least 
as expensive m peace as in war. We have 
more than a snfficiiuvy of ship* of war to 
carry this army across the Atlantic without 
crWding and without the aid of a single tran- 
sport. In Europe we have nothiug to'fear.— 
France will for some years, have enough to do 
at. home. It i< the same in Spain ami Hol- 
land ; and, besides, what are any of them ta 
do without fleets, and where hi the whole 
world is there a fleet but in England? Now 
then, what are the Americans to do again«t 



a country, where the law know* nothing about this a. my and fleet ? I have no donbt that 
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u^irm or its ministers , where every man 
purges his own notions in religious matters ; 
where th*re are no sinecures, no |icn<i<ms, no 
grants of public money to individuals; where 
the people at large choose their reprsmta- 
tives in the legislature, their presidents, 
governors and sherrifls, where brfliery and 
coemption are nnknown. and where the put- 
ting of a criminal to death is nearlv as rare as 
an erlipse of the sun nr moon. This descrip- 
tion of politicians look at America as Satan 
is said to have eyed our first parents in the 
garden of Eden ; not with feeling of envy, 
but with those of deadly malice. Th^y 
would exterminate the people and burn up the 
country. The example of Mich a people 
•* M-ars the eye balls." Thev tell us, that 
while that example exists nothing Is done; 
nothing is soenred : nothing is safe ; they will 
endeavour to terrify the government arid the 
nation by describing the emigrations which 
will lake place from Europe ; the numbers or 
artfenns and of people of enterprise that will 
crowd to America, adding to her population, 
extending her knowledge, increasing her 
means of all sorts, and enabling her. in a 
short time, to spread far and wide what th^v 
call her disorganizing principles. This last 
description of politicians have the press great- 
ly in their hands : the press is the most\>ow- 
erfiil instrument ; and it will in this case have 
prejudice, supposed private interest, passion, 
and all in favour of its efforts. 

These are the reasons on which I found my 
opinion as to the popularitv of such a war ; 
but yet I hope and trust that the ministers 
t-:id the prince regent will not be carried away 
!>y such notions. It is for them to consider 
v. Ij.it is best for the country, and perinaucnt- 



onr army would waste tlie sea coast; that it 
would at Prst beat the Americans wherever 
they met them ; that it would, if it chose, 
dcmon.sh some towns and occupy others; 
that it would make the congress change its 
n'aceof sitting; but unless the states divided, 
I have no idea that such a war would filially 
succeed, and it appears to me that the fall of 
Napoleon, especially coupled with what will 
be deemed the ruinous language of the Times 
newspaper, will infallibly silence the voice of 
faction in America, and will make the wliolc 
of the people of one mind as to the necessity 
of providing for resistance. 

The Times seems to suppose that the peo- 
ple of America, or at least a part of them, and 
especially in the eastern states, will heartily 
participate in our joy at tlte fall of Napoleon 
and the restoration of the Bourbons. Will 
they not on the contrary, be. terribly alarmed ? 
And will not those who cried out against the 
ffovernment for aiding Napoleon, as they call- 
ed it, begin to Tear the consequences of his 
full, when the project of the Times reaches 
their ears, and when they find that there are 
writers in England who already openly pro- 
pose to make war upon them for the express 
purpose of subverting their government and 
effecting in America what has been effected in 
France, namely, a restoration ? 

As I said before, I trust our government 
is too wise to be led to the adoption of any 
such project ; but if they were, what cou Id our 
friends in America say ? They have been as- 
serting for years past, that ours was the cause 
of freedom against a despot. What will they 
say if we make war upon them upon the same 
principle, and for the same end, that we have 
been making war against Napoleon ? By Mr 
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Jeflerson and fils party it was always conclu- 
ded that Uierc was no danger to be apprehen- 
ded from France under any circumstances ; 
and that if France, ir the new order of things 
was subdued in France, America would be in 
great danger. Therefore they always wished, 
and they acted as if they wished, France 
should uot be defeated in the resnlt of the war. 
It is i*onr power, by making peace with them 
once, and waring all dispute about diircreuces 
that cannot arise during peace, to show them 
that their fears were groundless ; but will 
they not, when they soc the project of the 
Times newspaper, hold it up to the teeth of 
tbeir politico* adversaries, and say—" look 
here*" Here is the first fruits of the Ml of 
the man whose destruction you told us we 
ought to assist in producing, and to do any 
thing in the upholding of whom you repre- 
sented as impolitic and base. This will be 
their language to those adversaries, who will 
hang fheirj hrads with shame, unless the au« 
thorof the Times can make a shift some how 
or other to convey to them a small portion of 
his impudence. 

I think it is clear, then, that the people of 
America would, in case such a war were to bs 
made upon them, be united in a spirit of re- 
sistance ; and, if they were, I have no idea 
that ten such armies as ail that we could send, 
well disciplined and' Brave as our army is. 
would finally succeed in. subduing and reeoloni- 
zing the country. We might make inroads 
from Canada ; we might demolish towns upon 
the coast ; we might destroy manufactories ; 
we might destroy all the shipping ; we might 
tear the country a good deal to pieces ; but I 
do not believe that we should, even by adding 
another eight hundred millions to our debt, 
secure one single colony in the territory now 
called the United States of America. Yet, 
it is really true that the enemies of freedom, 
while America remains what she now is, have 
gained nothing. Naplfeon has been put down; 
but then he was in enemy of freedom. 
France was not a republic, nor had she a re- 
presentative government under him. The 
war against him was in the name, at least, of 
the people. The example, so hateful to the 
enemies of liberty, of a people happy and 
ftee, without distinction, of ranks, without an 
established churc h, without hereditary pow- 
er or privilege of any sort, with a press now 
perfectly free, with legislators and chief ma- 
gistrates periodically elected by the people 
at large; this example still exists and this 
country is yet open to all the world; and to 
Put down this example, would, I am of opinion, 
cost us more blood and more money than it has 
•ost us to put down Napoleon. The enemies 
of freedom promised us peace, durable peace, 
if we gr.t rid of Napoleon ; but scarcely is he 
down when they propose to us a new war, 
utnrc, if possible, expensive in Its nature, and 
probably longer in its duration. To be sure 
Ammoa holds oat aft alluring bait; it pre- 



sents employment for governors of provinces, 
commanders, postmasters, attorneys and soli- 
citors general, secretaries, counsellors of state, 
taxing people, paymasters, judges, and a loug 
and nameless list of hangers on ; bat, again, f 
say, I hope and trust that the prince regent 
and his ministers will have too much wisdom 
to listen to any such mad and wicked project. 
It is impossible, however, lor the people of 
America not to feel tome alarm, and not to 
akc preparations accordingly. This lan- 
guage of our ncwspaj»ers is quite enough to ex- 
cite apprehensions ; and for this, amongst the 
rest we have to curse a base aud degenerated" 
pre3s. 

From the fPashingtonian. 
Getbrai Moreac. — In looking over a pe- 
riodical work published in 1S04, we were 
highly entertained with the perusal of a letter 
from General Moreau to the tyrant of France* 
written •* in\ths thtntet on qf the temple *' where 
Morean was imprisoned, on a charge of beiug 
an accomplice of Georges, Pichcgnie, Ac. in a 
conspiracy for destroying the First Consul. 
In this work, we also find a eorif*pondeoc© 
between Madame Bonaparte and Madame JVlo- 
reau, on the same subject. These letters arc 
inserted below ; their republication, at this 
time, we presume, will be gratifying to oar 
readers. 

The alacrity with which Moreau joined the 
allies, and united with them in the plan of 
delivering the world from the thraldom or ty- 
ranny; and the sacrifice of his life for the- 
emancipation of his countrymen from the ifott 
bondage with which they were oppressed, are 
events which will be handed down to posteri- 
ty by the impartial historian, and iwuortalize 
the name of Moreau. 

It is a subject of sorrow and regret, that 
this great and good man was so early called- 
to •* that bourn from whence no traveller re- 
turns Had he lived to have seen the down- 
fall of Napoleon, and the re-establishment oi" 
the Bourbon family on the thrones of France,. 
nntA the attendant happiness nf his countrymen^ 
he would have manifested his gratitude to 
Heaven ; but he " rests from bis labours/* 
and the mourners go about the streets." — 
Yet, like Washington, he still liv#>s, and will 
continue to live in the hearts of his country- 
men, so long as patriotism is revered, and love 
of country is esteemed a virtue. 

" To Monsieur Bonaparte, the First Consul. 

*• FROM TUB DUK0EOK OF THE TEMPLK, 

" Venlose 10, year 12M, March 1, 1»M. 

«♦ Sir. — Since your ambit iou requires mora 
victims, strike, but do not calumniate those 
you butcher. Wade in the blood of innocence, 
but spare honour in taking away life. 

** If you expect from me (he suppliant's 
petition, read no farther. In this dungeon, 
where your tyranny has plunged me. I ant 



Digitized by Googl 



126 



THE EXAMINER. 



more elevated than yon upon your usurped 
throne. 80 say all just mnn of my contem- 
poraries, and future ages will confirm their 
sentence. No, Sir, on the borders of eterni- 
ty I call you to an account for your treason 
against my country and against myself. Do 
you remember our mutual agreement on the 
8th of November, 1799? Talleyrand, Sieves 
and Le Kebvre were present. I promised to 
die by your side in the attempt of removing 
the directorial tyrants. You swore to establish 
a government, not depending upon the life of 
one individual— not tyrannical, but firm, stable, 
and liberal; bestowing freedom on French- 
men, and worthy to obtain by gratitude, from 
foreign, that confidence and esteem which 
your predecessors and yourself have command- 
ed by the dread of your bayonets. When ! 
shortly afterwards went to head armies, dis- 
organized and defeated, your last words were, 
" / know your love of country, be victorious, and 
Franc* sliaU forte admiration, even from fur 
rivals and foes, by the liberty she enjoys oi 
home and by the generosity of her external ne- 
gotiations !" How have you fulfilled these 
great promises? How have you respected 
these oaths ? In my degraded country I could 
see nothing hut cringing slaves and proud ty- 
rants, base placemen and infamous spies. Eve- 
ry where in Europe, from Sicily to Moscow, 
yourself and your government arc alike feared 
and detested. Deny these facts if you can ! 
You have long followed the example of Sylla 
the triumvir; imitate for a month only. Sylla. 
the private citizen, and yon shall be convinced 
that the compliment* of selfish and enslaved 
princes prove no more the standard of merit 
in a governor than the flattery of vile courtiers, 
or the praise of corrupted counsellors. 

But as this will probably be the last time 
that yon will hear from me, consider what 
I now tell you, not as the envious declamation 
•if an imprisoned rival general, but as thege- 
nuine effusion of the mind of a dying patriot, 
who forgives his death and your ingratitude. 
You pretend that my countrymen are happy 
and satisfied with your government. Let it 
be so, though slaves can have no opinion, or at 
least dare not express one. But yon are mor- 
tal as well as myself. If yon love Frenchmen, 
let not their happiness depend upon your 
life. 

44 You have too much sense not to know.that 
with you the consulate for life will expire in 
the Bonaparte family ; and other pretender* 
of other upstart families combat for, annihilate 
or occupy a consular throne of only some few 
years standing. As to your right of appoint- 
ing a successor in your will, remember that 
Louis XIV. the royal descendant of fifty kings, 
was after a reign of more than three score 
years, not 'five minutes a corpse, heforc his 
will was overturned — a will approved by the 
princes of the blood, registered in bis parlia- 
ment, and applauded by all his courtiers; and 
»>.»t ihr- duke of Milm: was «but up as a pri- 



soner, when he expected to rule as a regetft. 
To prevent our children and grand chil- 
dren from suffering the wretchedness of their 
forefathers, by times tormented by anarchy, 
or crushed by tyranny; and from witnessing 
those scenes of horror, terror and scandal, we 
have seen, recal the legal heir to the throne 
of France, and limit severally his authority : 
make him a king, but not a despot. Such was 
the plan of Pichegru, of myself, and of Georges,' 
and with this plan your preservation was ne- 
cessarily connected, because we wanted your 
fortune, your talents, and your rank, as well as- 
our own services, to watch the reign of a fo- 
reigner, who, though misfortunes may have 
made him prudent, sufferings liberal, and gra- 
titude just ; may, by relatives less pataiotic 
than himself, be tempted to extend his power. 

" I defy your Grand Judge and his horde of 
spies to prove any thing contrary to this asser- 
tion. My wife, my mother-in-law, and my 
brother, know nothing of this loyal underta- 
king. I should regard the day of my death 
with greater satisfaction than those of my tri- 
umphs, could I but hope that it served to 
make my country flourishing, ray fellow citi- 
zens free and prosperous, and worthy of liber- 
ty and prosperity. 

» MOREAU." 

TO MADAME MORtAC 

Paris, March 12. 
" maDame. — Though the crimes of your hus- 
band are great, the clemency of the first con- 
sul is greater — and my friendship for you sur- 
passes both. Apprehend, therefore, no- 
thing for General Moreau's life. By the very 
constitution, which he intended to overturn, 
the Chief Magistrate possesses the power t« 
pardon— and/ promiss t/outhat it shall be em- 
ployed in this affair. Do not, however, by any 
ill ad v Wed indiscretions of yourself, and of 
vonr friends aggravate the enormity of your 
husband's guilt. Thy alone can shut the 
door of mercy forever a^fl bring General Mo- 
reau to the scaffold. 

" 1 salute yon cordially. 
*» JOSEPHINE BONAPARTE." 

MADAME MOREAO TO MADAME BONAPARTE. 

Grosbois, March 14. 
maoame. — I cannot be called indiscreet in 
faying your assert ion, that declares my husband 
guilty is rash, ungenerous, and cruel. I do not 
wish to enter iuto a discussion unbecoming 
myself and husband. nho is the criminal — he 
who disinterested aud without stain, has serv- 
ed his country — or he nho served France only 
to become the tyrant over Frenchmen. He 
whose victories pacified Europe— or the fo- 
reigner, who made his victories subservient to 
organize his oppression over France and all na- 
tions. He who in the most corrupted country 
dared to lie honest, and he who had the outra- 
geous modesty to confound himself in the crowd 
after he had resigned the supreme. corn- 
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be who owes every advancement 
towards authority to some new crime, and 
has therefore, no other choice left but be- 
tween power and death, a throne or a scaffold. 
Bat let General Moreau appear before impar- 
tial judged, and not before pensioned assas- 
sins! Let him be tried by men whose lives are 
as pure as his own. and not by persons accom- 
plices in the atrocities of General Bonaparte 
and whose past crimes answer for their pre- 
sent obedience— and I promise you, that jus- 
tice in pronouncing his honourable acquital 
will despatch an order for the arrest (unman- 
dot tfarrctte) of the really culpable of high 
treason again France— against tJK? world. 

Cease, Madame, to mock humanity, and to 
insult my feelings by talking of your husband's 
clemency and mercy ! Gracious God ! how 
canst thou suiter without inflicting chastise- 
ment, the profanation of these words ? The 
clemency, the mercy of that cruel man, who 
even in his youth, had the ferocity to inundate 
the streets, and squares of Toulon and Paris 
with the blood of innocent men, women, and 
children ! Who ordered those soldiers who in 
Italy, with their blood, earned his laurel*, to 
be drowned or buried alive ! Who, ia Syria 
in the same city, poisoned his wounded com- 
panions in arms, and butchered his disarmed 
prisoners! who hired an assassin to stab one 
rival general, Kleber, in Egypt— and who in- 
vents plots, and bribes tribunals to dishonor 
er murder in France another rival general 
whom be could find no bandit audacious 
enough to pierce ! 

44 General Bonaparte's reign of crime and 
terror may be prosperous* but it cannot be 
long. Success attended Robespierre, but in a 
short time the guillotine punished his harbari* 
ty ! Providence is always just : the same in 
1804 as in 1794. My husband and myself are 
as resigned to the will of the Almighty as we 
are firm in a belief of an hereafter — terrible 
for assassins, prisoners, atheists and tyrants 
but consoling for suffering innocence upon 
earth. 

I salute you. 

44 JULIA MOREAU." 

From the London Monthly Magazine. 
Lccien Bonaparte.— The following anec- 
dote of Lucien Bonaparte, now residing near 
Worcester, deserves to be generally known. — 
When the Due D'Enghien was seized, Lucien, 
who knew Napoleon's intention, felt desirous 
to prevent it, and repaired to the Thuillerie*. 
He remonstrated against a deed which would 
shock the moral feeling of mankind, and 
stamp eternal disgrace on the name of Bona- 
parte. He used every argument which bis 
ingenuity could devise; but Napoleon re- 
mained inflexible and he was obliged to retire 
without effecting his purpose. As a hist re- 
source, Lucien went to his mother, roused her 
feelings against the atrocious deed, and urged 



I her to employ her whole art of persuasion to 
' avert it. The lady without delay hastened to 
the palace, and presenting herself before her 
son, fell down on one knee. She conjured 
him, by his regard for his family, to save the 
life of the duke; she also conjured him by the 
honour of the French nation, and by his own 
J glory, to grant her request ; but he respectful- 
ly raised her up, and told her that he could not 
grant ber request, because reasons of state, 
which she could not comprehend, prescribed 
his conduct. Lucien, when he learned the 
unfavourable issue of his mother's application 
flew again to the Thuillcries, rushed into the 
presence of his brother, nnd, upbraiding him 
in severe language, Napoleon became equally 
incensed ; Lucien .seized him by the collar ; 
but, a general in waiting separating them, Lu- 
cirli gave up the content. 44 i quit France," 
said he, as he was about to retire; 44 for I 
will not live under a man who disgraces him- 
self at once as a son by his want of affection, 
and as a man by his cruelty. You will ren- 
der every man," continued he, addressing his 
brother, 44 your enemy ; and the day may ap- 
proach, when, like a second Nero, you will be 
dragged through the streets of Paris :" and, 
taking a valuable repeating watch from bis 
pocket, to give emphasis to his argument, he 
laid it on the floor, and, stamping on it, ex- 
claimed. 44 Like that, you mil be dashed m 
pieces ; like that ; like that," as he repeatedly 
stamped on the watch. He then left Paris, 
and f ettled at Home. 



Pariiettlars rfthc capture of the U. S. Fr> 
gate ESSEX, Copt. Porter. 

March 28, 1814. 

Light winds and cloudy ; at day-light 
pot every thing ready to weigh, expecting 
the enemy's ships were to leeward accord- 
ing to report of Lieut. Mauray, who waa 
last evening entrusted with an expedition 
to effect this; and we were much surpris- 
ed, at about half past six, to sec both ships 
close to the weather point of the bay. 

They stood within the point, tacked ami 
stood out again. At noon, the wind fresh- 
ened at S. S. W. and increased to a strong 
gale. — Struck royal yards and masts. At 
45 minutes psst 2, parted the larboard- ca- 
ble, which caused us to drag the starboard 
anchor. Captain Porter hailed the Essex 
Junior to send her boat to take Mr .Poin- 
stalt on shore. 

Immediately after he left us, Captrt'n 
Porter gave orders to cut the cable, which 
was done, ami sail made on the ship. — 
The enemy V ships w ere at this time stnnd- 
iog; kt for the port. On luffing round the 
point of Angels, a hejivy squail struck us, 
which carried away our ma'tn topmr»«* 
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by the lower tap. Two 



men, Samuel 

Miller and Thomas Brown, fell overboard 
and were drowned as we suppose. The 
ship was wore and hauled to the wind on 
the starboard tack, and orders given to 
clear the wreck. The mainsail and main- 
topsail were cut away from the yards, so 
as not to act against us in working into 
the bay. Captain Porter, finding it im- 
possible to gain our former anchorage, 
concluded to bear up for a small bay, situ- 
ated on the western side of the harbour. 
' At 45 minutes past 3, came too with 
the best bower in 9 1-2 fathoms water, ami 
in half pistol shot of the shore. The 
Western Fort (or Castello Viego) bore E. 
by N. distance 3 miles. The Eastern 
Fort (or Castello Iel Barren) bore S. W. bv 
W. distance about 1 1-2 miles. This fort 
was not in sight, as we were anchored un- 
der a high bluff* that screened us from it. 
There was a long 24 pounder detached 
from it on a rising ground to the N. E. dis- 
tance 1-2 mile, and consequently so much 
nearer to the place where we anchored. 

In this situation, we considered our- 
selves perfectly secure. Capt. Porter 
gave orders to clear the ship for action, al- 
though he did not (1 believe) entertain an 
idea that the enemy wouki attack him. — 
At 55 minutes past 3, the Phoebe com- 
menced firing on our larboard quarter; and 
at 4 the Cherub commenced firing on our 
starboard bow. In about half an hour, 
they wore round and stood out to repair 
damages. They appeared to be very much 
cut in their rigging, their top-sail sheets 
flying away. In this interval, we got the 
third spring on the cable, the two first be- 
ing Bhot away as soon as put on. They 
soon returned, and took their position out 
of reach of our short guns, aud opened a 
most galling fire upon us. The wind 
shifting about this time, Capt P. deter- 
mined to lay the Pheebe aboard. The ca- 
ble was accordingly cut; but the only hal- 
liards standing were those of the flying 
gib. This sail was partly hoisted, but was 
not sufficient to veer the ship oEf. 

We arc now in a most dreadful situa- 
tion, as the enemy have hulled us every 
shot, and our brave fellows were falliug 
in every direction ; but we were all so 
animated by the brave, cool and intrepid 
conduct of our heroic commander, that 
every man appeared determined to sacri- 
fice liis life in the defence of our ship, 
and for Free Trade and Sailors Rights, for 
which thev Were continually huzzaing 



fore and aft. An unlucky accident, how- 
ever, took place, which frustrated all our 
hopes, viz. : the explosion of some loose 
cartridges in the main-hatchway, which 
caused a general consternation among the 
crew, the greatest part of whom jumped 
overboard. 

Captain Porter seeing no hopes left 
save orders to fire the ship, but humanely 
considering that many of his brave com- 
panions were lying wounded below, he 
countermanded this order and gave the 
painful one to lower the ensign, which was 
executed precisely at half past six, the 
enemy did not cease firing for some mi- 
nutes afterwards. During this interval 
some of our men were wounded and four 
shot dead ; thus fell the Essex into tlie 
hands of the English, after a resistance 
worthy the cause which auimated us. 

Since the action I have been informed 
by the first Lieut, of Marines of the Pncc- 
be (Mr. Burrows) that they passed those 
two unfortunate men on our life buoy, 
which had been thrown over to them, and 
left them to perish in the waves, without 
endeavouring to afford them the least as- 
sistance. 

Killed, 58 ; severely wounded, 38 ; 
slightly wounded, 25; missing, 21, tot*l 
152. 

During the action, the Essex Junior, 
lay in the port of Valpariso under the 
guns of the Spanish fort, unable to take 
any part in the contest. After the ac- 
tion Capt. Porter and his crew were pa- 
roled, and by arrangement permitted to 
come home in the Essex Junior, as a car- 
tel, with his crew. 

We understand the Essex had landed 
all her specie, amounting to two mil- 
lions, at Valpariso, previous to her be- 
ing captured. 

An Act for the payment of certain officers of 
government, and for other purposes. 

Passed April tS, 18U. 
Judgments may be hereafter eutered in the 
courts of common pleas, in the several coun- 
ties of this state, upon bonds and warrants ot 
attorney in term or vacation, iu the same man- 
ner as judgments are entered in the supreme 
court. 

The death of either party after a plea of 
confession, signed by the defendant or his at- 
torney, when a suit was pcuding during the 
life of such defendant, shall not be assigned 
for error In any writ of error, hereafter to be 



brought, so as judgment be entered up in t 
terms after the time of sisniug such plea of 
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MU MM A ISM ! 
From the National AdTocate of July 12th 

Tb the editor of the National A ' Icocule. 

f*rn.— You and Mr. Coleman are rontinn- 
all.v sparring— he.- is constantly levelling all hi» 
artillery at yon, personally — yon appear desi- 
rons to expose, not the editor of the Evening 
I'ast, but tbo evil tendency of the lan^ua^e 
and conduct of the leading men of that party 
whose sentiments he so frequently exhibit" to 
public view. In common times such a mea- 
sure on your part would answer every purjwse 
which could ho wished ; it would not only pre- 
vent an increase of that party, hut would so 
lar open the eyes of many who have enlisted 
ttuder the banners of federalism, as to induce 
them to desert the rauks of those w ho, under 
that name, are in the daily habit of adopting 
measures which evince their antipathy to tin- 
very name of republican government, and are 
anxious that America should no longer exhi- 
bit " the sole exception to the christian mn'td" 
but that she sltootd resume her former rank 
among the nations, by again submitting to that 
yoke she so gloriously .shook off ki 76. At 
this moment, however, ought you to confine 
your talents to thus exposing the views of 
our foes ? Do you not thiuk that still more 
e.Ok icnt services might be rendered by your 
suggesting to the public some measure which 
won b 1 keep in check, in a more striking inaur 
ii"r, the secret as well as the undisguised ef- 
forts of our external enemies, and our still ha- 
ter internal traitors ? / am of opinion yon 
would. In your situation you must certainly 
hare an opportunity of learning much more 
.of the machinations of the "wicked ones" 
Xhan a person unconnected with public lite, 
and who figures in the ranks of that class 
which Is occupied with the daily work of our 
trade, than w'u^ the political occurrences of 
the day. Yet, fir, I hear enough of their do- 
ings to make my old blood boil within my 
veins, when I reflect, that the best days of my 
relations, *s. well as my own, were liberally 
spoilt iu attainiug the independence of onr 
much loved country, and see these men are 
willing t« sacrtKco it on the altar of Mam- 
mon}. To prevent their success, 1 would ven- 
ture to suggest the adoption of a mcastoefroin 
which we, during the revolutionary contest reay- 
r* i/icaUulabU benefit. It is the appointing 




committees of vigilance and safely. These corn- 
served not only to keep the tories ia 
, but they were rallying points to which 
tends of freedom could ever resort when 
I communications to make to the go- 
ent, and through them the government 
ntly communicated with the people ; 
ited vigilance iu all ranks, and God 
ver was thfa more wanted than at a 
I ime when commanders are more apt to babbls. 
than to art n ith energy and efficiency. 

To von I leave what else may be said on 
Uus wbjrtU ami**, with re*r*>et, 

A MECHANIC^ 

It is hardly credible, that at a period so 
gloomy as that to which the most rash and 
feeble of all rash ami feeble administra- 
tions, has reduced this unhappy country, 
I here should be found in it a wretch capa- 
ble of fabricating, or of publishing a pro- 
(K>sif iott so monstrous, as Hint contained in 
the preceding article. But inasmuch as 
the democrats have been subjected to the 
operation of this poison, in consequence 
of its diffusion through the medium of the 
National Advocate, it is pro[>cr that the 
federalists should be put upou their guard, 
and hence the necessity of its rc-vublica- 
tion in papers usually read by them. It 
is necessary that they should know what 
schemes the enemies of liberty and the 
public repose are forming. And in the 
above article they will find that H is un- 
hlushitigly proposed, that it is openly in- 
sisted, that it is bohlfy proclaimed, that 
the Mine is cony; fi,»- the institution of 
jacobin, worse than jacobin, Mu:nmu 
Clubs, under the beguiling and seducing 
name of " conunittas of vigilance and safe- 
ty.* They will find it proposed, that 
these clubs shall be instituted in a period 
of enlightened jurisprudence, of regular 
authority, of established government; and 
that like the committees " during our re- 
volutionary contest," when the founda- 
tions of government had been broken up, 
and uv a new system could be instituted 
and matured . they 6hall be placed above 
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(lie law. They are to detect traitors: 
but the angry inhuman and malignant 
suspicions or rather pretended suspicions, 
of the Mummaists are to be the evidence 
of guilt Their will is to take the place 
of law, and instead of jurors pronouncing 
verdicts, deliberately, mobs purposely in- 
flamed are to decide, by acclamation. It 
is not difficult to foresee whom they will 
select. AH who do not agree with them 
in the folly and baseness of supporting an 
administration which has covered us with 
loans, taxes and disgrace, which has* in 
one word brought us to the brink of ruin ; 
which by most unnecessarily commencing, 
and most wickedly continuing an ill ma- 
naged, disastrous war, has brought alarm 
and almost despair to every man's door, 
have long and repeatedly been denounced 
as traitors. We know well enough whom 
the Mummaists mean by " traitors it is 

THE WHOLE FEDERAL PARTY. And this 

party instead of enjoying suffrage and 
liberty, instead of finding themselves 
where ample experience proves they ought 
to be, if the public prosperity were con- 
sulted, at the head of government, are to 
to be placed at the mercy and will of the 
stragglers who daily and nightly infest 
Tammany-Hall. 

And (his is liberty, this is republican- 
ism, is it ? k " Beaten and bauged" by the 
British, you will seek the gratification of 
revenge in the blood of the most honest 
men of the country • Baffled in the hope of 
foreign conquest and plunder, you turn 
now to riot in the wealth of federalists ! 

And this is the charm, a Mumma Club 
is the Talisman, by which you propose to 
sooth the dissentions of party, and to pro- 
duce, at this awful crisis, a re-union of 
public sentiment. By propositions like 
these, sentencing federalists to slavery and 
degradation, you invite them to exertion 
against threatened invasion. You pro- 
pose to convert their country into a pri- 
son and a slaughter house, and then you de- 
mtwid of tfce victims whom your malignity 



has doomed to disgrace and death, ^de- 
fend it! And do you indeed hope by de- 
nouncing and sentencing us, as traitors ; 
by setting Mumtnaists to watch, to perse- 
cute and destroy us, to obtain our co-ope- 
rntidn? Or have you been persuaded that 
the unbroken, the lofty spirit of the fol- 
lowers of Washington can be made to 
bend, to tremble, to yield to the misera- 
ble brawlers that foHow in the train of the 
hero of CarterV mountain ? Have the 
Mummaists really persuaded themselves 
that we can fear then) ? That we, can fear 
tliem, even when* aided? by the caveliert 
of Detroit, or the heroes Of French Mills 
and Lacole? Are they really ideor? 
enough to believe, that those wlio have 
become the scoff of their enemies, can be 
dreaded by the true and stout hearted* 
b of America? And is it wretches 
like these, who talk of pesecuting, enslav- 
ing and destroying us by'the instrumenta- 
lity of jacobin hell hounds, in the shape 
committees ? Let them attempt it, if Uuy 
dare? Let their masters at Washing- 
ton continue to spur them on, if thet 
dare ; we are prepared to die for our coun- 
try, but we will not live the sport of ter- 
rorists, we have yielded a patient and for- 
bearing submission to laws, however exe- 
crable, but we will not permit a noisy beer 
steeped club at Tammany-Hall to decide 
whether we arc traitors or patriots. We 
will not suffer the bloody hands of riotou* 
anarchy to bold the scales of justice.— 
We will not sufTer party malignity to de- 
signate the victims of its fury. We will 
not suffer the thoughtless, the depraved 
and sanguinary to sentence to punish- 
ment and ignominy, the honest, the virtu- 
ous and the pious. The Greadful scenes 
which palsied Paris with affright and hor- 
ror shall not be acted here. * The la\> 
shall govern. The courts and jurors shall 
try and convict. The jacobin clubs, the 
committees of vigilance, as soon as they 
appear shall be extirpated, cost rvJtat it 
may. It is enough that our love of law 
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ists to give to lhc demoera&c party iu 
this city, a character still more furious 
than it has ever yet exhibited, is also 
most certain ; and the proposition in the 
Advocate is intended to pave the way for 
such a state of things. And I now tell 
you, federalists, and I tell you, the mode- 
rate and honest of the democratic party, 
that if the Muuima proposition is carried 
iuto effect, even the moderate of the de- 
intrepidity of men shall be their sole seen- mocratic party will lose what little influ- 
rity, let the base conspirators whose me- ence they now possess. It has been in 
nace 1 have republished above, .feel the the nature of jacobinism, evejr since its 
consequences of the villainy they propose, first appearance in this world of evil pas 



. and order has made us submit to the folly 
and wickedness which are driving us to 
Vuin iu a constitutional form. But when our 
. already miserably weak administration 
shall suffer the reins of public justice to 
be wrested from their impotent hands, and 
it shall come to this, that committees and 
mobs are to sit in judgment over us, will- 
ing whom they will, to disgrace or death ; 
in that moment, when the strength and 



. And above all, let tkcm remember, thai 
they hdve no Bonaparte to call to their aid ; 
and that federalists alone, anaided, can 
easily drub even those, whom the Cana- 
dians and Indians have driven from Cana- 
da " weather beaten back, and bootless 
home." Let them come on then with 
their " Committees of VigilanBe and 
Safety let the Mummaisls come out ; let 
them overset the constitution and the law : 
but I tell them now, that the first hair 
that shall be harmed upon a federal head, 
, the first attempt that shall be made upon 
a federal life, or a federal right, shall be 
the signal for the knell of their destruc- 
tion. 

** For the Sons of Columbia will never be slaves, 
*' While the earth bearg a plant or the sra rolls 
Us traces." 

Fellow citizens, the proposition In the 
Advocate is not a mere scare-crow. Re- 
member, that next winter the council of 
appointment, and, if tumult and violence 
shall not be intrepidly met, the corpofa- 



sions, to ensure success to the most vio- 
lent, profligate and cruel. Rely not, 
therefore, upon the few good men, you 
may know among them. There has not 
one man been successful in maintaining 
his popularity and influence among this 
intolerant, persecuting sect, whose pecu- 
liar wickedness it is to invade the rights 
of others in the name of liberty, and to 
persecute their betters with deadly spite, 
ai pure love to human happiness f there 
has not been among them one man, who, 
arte* exhibiting symptoms of justice, mo- 
deration an*, patriotism, has not been de- 
' nounced as an apostate to their liberty and 
republicanism; who has not lost all influ 
ence and consideration among them. 
And, there h&s not been among them one, 
who has repented of his accidental virtue, 
that has not been welcomed back, and 
most cordially received to the embraces 
of mother mob, and her Mumma progeny. 
Trust not thote democrats, therefore, 
whom you may- know to be moderate ; 



tion of the city, too, will be democratic, for when they shall endeavour to protect 



Whether we shall then have a mayor and a 



police who shall strive to afford us, against 
murderous outrage, such protection, as 
the Spartan band of the gallant Hanson 



you, they will but draw upon themselves 
the same persecution from which they 
would preserve you. Trust not the no 
lice which will be set over you ; for these, 



experienced in Baltimore, remains to be depending upon the votes of the mob, for 
seen. That there are blood hounds who the loaves and fishes of office, their only 
look eagerly forward to days or such pro- dependence, will not dare to hazard their 
tcction, is most veritable, be assured, all, even if they should happen to desire, 
That it will he attempted by the Mwww- to protect fion. Rely npon God ami 
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yourselves ! And then, and then only, I knowingcannot leil* it seem* pretty dear 



jou will be free from danger, free from 
trouble. 

When these Mamma Clubs shall he es- 
trilished, we must meet them, dub for 
club. If the government is to he dissolved, 
federalist* can only be safe by encounter- 
ing the enemies of liberty, eye to eye, 
and arm to arm. We are prepared to re- 
sist foreign injustice; but we will not sub- 
mit to domestic tyranny. We will be the 
slaves neither of Britain nor jacobinism. 

OurPbo«pect8— The public feeling is 
sail vibrating between the apprehension 
of a bloody war, and the hope of a disho- 
nourable peace. From Washington comes 
sometimes, a word of comfort, sometimes 
of despair. And democratic and federal 
papers are alike inconsistent at different 
times. Sometimes the administration pull 
the wire by which they work Mr. dales, 
and then be thrums (lie notes of " peace, 
peace, when there is no peace;** and some- 
times a stock jobber is able to get lus fab- 
ricated intelligence of thecertainty of peace 
into a federal paper, for the purpose of 
raiding the stock market, and then to be 
sure peace is most certain. Both, how- 
ever* discover, for the most part, symp- 
toms of great despondency. It is in vain 
that we look np to our most 44 potent, 
grave and reverend administration" for 
light. Mr. Madison seems to know as 
little of the matter, as the worthies, whom 
our managers of the Theatre transform 
into senators of Venice, do, duke aud 
all, of the history of Italy. If indeed 
they kuow what is to happen, they are 
very criminal in concealing it from the 
public anxiety. If they do not know, 
and I believe they are so completely be- 
wildered, that they know less about it 
than 1 do, they are not to be much blamed 
for playing now on this chord, and then 
on that ; for their followers must have mu- 
sic. As the administration therefore does 
not know and cannot know, and " not 



that no body connected with them, can 
know, except by his wits; and he who has 
so little of these as to be connected with 
them, at all, can hardly be trusted in a* 
delicate a question as that of peace or 
war. It is in vain, therefore, that we look 
to the administration or its favourite 
cronies, for information. Rely upon it, 
neither Mr. Madison, nor Matthew L. 
Davis, nor Jacob Barker, know more of 
the matter than we, poor, excoramnnica- 
ted federalists do. Rely upon it they who 
neither kuew the fit time to begin a war, 
nor any thing of the manner in which it 
ought to be carried on, are as little likely 
to know when peace is to arrive, as the 
poor quack, w ho uses blue clay as an infal- 
lible mercurial ointment for the itch, can 
tell when it will be effective. All the ad- 
ministration know about the matter is, 
that they are prepared to yield most igno- 
mlniously not only all they commenced 
the war for, but also points, which, but for 
the war would never have lieen drawn in- 
to question. They know that they are 
willing to yield the fisheries — that they 
are willing to give up the impressment 
question ; and the only hope they have, 
is, that they may not be driven to the 
necessity of formally rcnonticin^ all their 
liberty of the sea pretensions. They 
know that their execrable w ar has brought 
us to this pass, that the only chance they 
have to continue in power, is to sacrifice 
the country. And we ought by this time 
tp know, that the only chance we have to 
save our country is to turn them out of 
power. " Your dull ass will not mend hb 
pace by beating ;** and all the popularity 
in the world would never have made 8an- 
cha Panza a great president, nor Don 
Quixolte a great secretary at war. Ne- 
vertheless, if we must be destroyed, we 
shall probably bear it more patiently be- 
cause we shall know we have nobody to 
blame but ourselves. And if we mean to 
keep this consolation in store for ourselves. 
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it is no doubt wise to keep Mr. Madison 
and Co. in office, for there is no doubt 
they will ensure it to us. We are a 
curious people. We were bent upon war. ; 
and we trusted the management of it to 
those who had acknowledged themselves unfit 
to t arry it on ! And now, when we are desirous 
of peace, because our rulers cannot carry on 
war, we expect it from them, although we 
know they are detested and hated by those 
from whose kindncas alone it can be hoped. 
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from the British ministry, "if he can onfyfet 
at them r If they will only let him talk to 
them, he will be so contrite, so bumble, so 
yielding, that they shall a<k fur nothing he wflt 
not yield ! and therefore, the president's presi- 
dent feek sure of peace. And now the poor de- 
vils, who hare been deified as the great men of 
this country, stand gaping with jaw-straining 
expectation to see, whether Lord Castlercagh 
will suffer them to speak, or whether he will 
tell them to 44 be azy," and order them about 



When we fight, we scleet cripples. When we their business. Is it true, democracy, or is it 
would have peace and quiet, we hope it from not truo ? Ilave you not seen the minister! 
the intervention of despised political tenna- of our potent preaident, dancing froth Peters 
fant«. However, the majority is mad— indeed 
I am half Inclined to say that nearly the whole 
nation is mad ; 1 see so much that is unreason- 
able, just now, among all parties. This ad- 
ministration have crazed themselves, their nil- 
lowers, and a great many men of the federal- 
ists. However, as, upon the whole, 1 like 
these latter people much, I shall say nothing 
farther against them, at present, although I 
have a month's mind to it. But even these 
believe in a peace. And why ? Those who 
wish to hear their answer may ask them. I 
cannot condescend just now to put it upon pa- 
per. But from the knowledge of either ftsde- 
rali&ts, or democrats, or the masters of demo- 
crats, nothing can be gathered. We must go 
abroad for knowledge. Inasmuch as the incapa- 
city of our miserable drivellers has left them 
nothing to expect from the good seusc of our 
enemies, but contempt ; nor any thing to hope 
from their feelings, but compassion ; while they 
have every thing to apprehend from the 
deadly bate to England which has been so 
long their pride, and boast, and glory, it is to 
England that we are to look, if we would cal- 
culate the probabilities of peace and War: to 
England alone. And that way ne can look as 
well, at least, as our purbliud administration. 

What is the character of English proceedings? 
every where, bursts of resentment are min- 
gled with the " dreadful note of preparation." 
And yet they hope for peace ! Peace ? what, 
when the nation is humbled ? when the de- 
tbemselves are humbled ? when even 
the cabinet is humbled ? when its five terri- 
ble envoys are humbled ? when all the en- 
couragement we receive from even the subtlo 
Gallatin, is, as we have seen it stated in all the 
papers, that he confidently expects a peaep 



burgh to Got ten burgh, from^fettenburgh to 

fotidon, and from London back to Gotteo- 
burgh, neglected, shunned, despised ? and 
have you not rejoiced when Mr. Crawford was 
permitted to dine at the same table with Lord 
Castlereagh ? Ye, who think that the national 
honour this country is to be preserved by 
your bawling and brawling, by your violence 
and intolerance towards the honest and capa- 
ble men of this country ; ye who affect to be 
peculiarly and exclusively solicitous for tho 
national honour: How has it been preserved by 
you, ye men of mighty words and impotent 
deeds — how lias it been preserved ? How, 
when oven you, I speak it in the shame and 
bitterness of my feelings as an American, 
when even you rejoice in the midst of your 
execrable and disgraceful war, because Mr. 
Crawford was deemed enough of a gentleman, 
and much of a gentleman and an honest man 
he is, I know bim well, that Mr. Crawford was 
permitted to dine with Lord Castlercagh at 
Paris ! God help us when the national honour 
and spirit are in the keeping of those who tri- 
umphantly publish and rejoice in tuck eviden- 
ces of the respect we are held in abroad. 

You hope for peace from this dining party, 
from the toast given at it by a third person 
and which Lord Castlereagh was too much of a 
civil Irish gentleman to decline drinking. Yon 
who can hope peace from this, may well see 
no terror in the admiralty orders ; in the 
troops constantly crossing the Atlantic ; in the 
tone of the English ministerial writings. You 
may well hope to enjoy Louisiana unmolested, 
the fisheries delivered to your hands. You may 
well hope (hat the poisoued chalice will not 
be returned to your lips. You may well hope 
to be let off ; yon may well hope to soothe the 



Digitized by Google 



131 



THE EX AM I NEK. 



lion to repose after you have roused lihn to 
rage! Yes; you arc calculators indeed ! Fit, 
most fit, to ruin a uation, whether you push it 
into war ; or whether you puralixe its energies 
by the idle hope of peace. A be aten ani de- 
tested enemy dare* to hope for reace, a -and 
peace, an honourable and an advantag* o:is 
peace ! Know ye, what magnanimity you as- 
cribe , what christian-likc forbearance you im- 
pute to those whom you hare incited us to go 
to war with, because they were base, mo- 
nopolizing, ambitious, oppressive ? " Beat- 
en and banged' 1 by sntb enemies, do you. of 
all others, hope for peace, hecausi you have 
been beaten and banged ? After this, who 
shall deride between your pre-eminence in 
fakhood or folly? 

I cannot endure this talk of peace. It is 
worse than idle, it is criminal. We canuot 
have peace. 

Then what arc we to do ? Arc we to suffer 
our country to be overrun, our fields to lie 
laid waste, our cities to be made desolate ? 
Divided among ourselves, shall we offer up each 
other an easy prey to the eiietuy in his rage ? 
One of my correspondents seems to doubt on 
this point. I do not. I, for one,will rather trust 
the people of America, deluded, cheated, 
crazed, a« they have been, by poor, prating, 
scribbling, impotent demagogues, with the 
redemption of this country, than a British, or 
any other army of mercenaries. I would not 
support a war, even of my own country, which 
had for its object the unjust conquest of another. 
But whtn another country stall endeavour to 
give law to, when it shall endeavour to conquer 
our own to its will, I am prepared to fight. If it 
must be under Madi*on, Armstrong. Smyth, 
Hull, any body— if tor the punishment of our 
sins,- we must go to battle even with such 



And our wrath-eiciting waij our impotent 
condition must bring us to decide on this ques- 
tion. If Mr. ^ladison was a patriotic man, 
if lie was a generous man. if he was merely 
an honest roan, if he did not value his twenty 
five thousand dollars a year more than hh 
country, ho would, knowing, as ivcll he does 
know, that he ha; nat the confidence of the 
nation, uot of the few w;:ll informed evenofbis 
own party, he would retire when that time 
comes; like his political progenitor be would 
resign, and render, by his obscurity at Montpe- 
lier the same service to his country that Mr. 
Jefferson did by his well timed abandonment 
of the government of Virginia and cartful 
concealment in the recesses of Carter's moun- 
tain. Genius of America ! is there no man 
or set of men willing to give him money 
enough to retire to the delightful Island which 
Capt. Porter seems to have so providently 
conquered for him ? Try him — who can say 
that he would refuse *• money far his cronm?" 

Let us not be deceived, The condition of 
the country is awful. If it is to be saved, it 
must be by federalists ! Let federalists then 
do their duty ; and if they do it well, it shall be 
saved. Wllen their hosts shall be poured in- 
to the array, even the sinners of Sodom will 
be unable to effect its destruction. Let us 
hazard, for our party, much, very mcch : 
but for our country ALL. 



Democratic wick.edsbss.-~ If a serious at- 
tempt should be made to recolonizc this coun- 
try, we shall have to thank democratic poli- 
ticians and democratic editors for it, more 
than any others. These have been employed 
for sixteen years in calumniating the federal- 
ists as a British party. I am aware they have 
I done it merely lor the purpose of procuring 



odds, as such leaders cause against us, yet I the votet of the ignorant, the stupid, and tlu 



say, to battle. From tbem, the returning 
sense of the people, if haply we are not sub- 
dued, under their dreadful guidauce, from 
them, the retr.rning scuse of the people may 
redeem us. We have at least a chance here. 
And when liberty is the stake, evcu a chance 
is invaluable. Bnt froui foreign thraldom, 
from hosts of vigilant besetting soldier*, from 
arbitrary and unmerciful eiacrtous, from a 
military tyranny, what can relieve us ? While 
we yet live, let us live free and independent. 
A thtii, nil hour of rirhimu liberty, 
worth a u fwlt eternity of botuUigc." 



it 



prejudiced for their party. I am aware tbey 
have had no other object in vi< w than to lit good 
men down, that they might lie their mc.u up. 
Probably therefore they have done more 
harm than they inteuded ; but the experience 
they may ere long receive, will, I hope, teach 
them that lying is a very dangerous vice, atul 
that its pernicious consequents cannot be 
limited by human foresight. These gentrjr 
then, who perhaps meant nothing more than 
to get into the full possession of the loaves 
and fishes, by persuading their simple asd 
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prethtlous followers, that the federalists were 
•*' torus and British partisans" have, it is to 
be feared, brought the British. also to believe 
the same falsehood. This will appear but too 
probable when we reflect, that men are al- 
ways apt to believe what they wish ; and cer- 
tainly the British could with -nothing so much 
as to have the respectable and wealthy men 
who compose the federal party on their side. 
Moreover, if the democrats, who personally 
know the federalists, their understanding, 
their integrity, their individual worth, have 
been fools enough to believe it, surely it 
would be very strange, if all the lies they 
have spoken and printed should not have re- 
ceived the same degree of credit, in England, 
thrlo thousand miles off, that they have here. 
One thing seems very clear : if the democrats 
have succeeded in making them believe that 
the federalists would join them, in case they 
invaded this country, it will be a strong in- 
ducement to invasion. I think it will be con- 
clusive. I say again, therefore, if the demo- 
crats have as completely succeeded in mak- 
ing the British believe this execrable lie, as 
they have in making their stupid followers, 
here, believe it, not only must the war con- 
tinue, but we shall have to struggle again for 
our independence. If liars could foresee the 
consequences of their wickedness, I do be- 
lieve it would, sometimes, somewhat restrain 
them. I believe that even the leading demo- 
cratic editor in this city would sometimes 
Halt before he put to paper his very gross and 
abominable lies. However, if be means to 
-invite the British, let him go on as be has 
done. He cannot more effectually ensure 
their coming than by making them believe 
the falsehood that the federalists are " tories 
und Britbh partisans. 



Removal. — William Simmons has been re- 
moved from the office of accountant to the 
war department, and George M. Troup ap- 
pointed in his place. 

Mr. Simmons received his appointment if, 
I do not mistake, from General Washington. 
Under Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson, and du- 
ring the first five years of Mr. Madison, he 
was continued not only undisturbed, but ap- 
plauded for the ability with which he dis- 
charged the duties of his office. And eve.n 
unw. that ho Is removed, he is not accused of 



a want or fidelity to his duty. His offence, a* 
we have it, in that mirror of pure republican- 
ism, the National lutelligenccr, was, as will 
be seen, of a totally different character. Mr. 
Simmons, we are told, was not sufficiently 



courtly in his manners for the luxurious re- 
finement of these modern times. 

The plain -deportment of an honest man. 
the firmness with which be maintained princi- 
ples he understood, never offended either Wash- 
ington, or Adams, or even Jefferson. Bat this 
old fashioned plainness, of old fashioned hones- 
ty cannot be longer endured ; it is ^ rudauss" 
now. Hear now, the servile Intelligencer an- 
nounce his removal : 

" William Simmons, the accountant of the 
war department, whose rudtnesn to kit superiors, 
and to those who had to transact business iu hi? 
office, has long been as proverbiul as his open 
and bitter hostility to the governmeut which 
supported him, and to all its measure*, has at 
length provoked tht exeeutire to dipraiss him from 
that office. We hope his removal may operate 
as a lesson to those, if any there be, who niav 
have had a disposition to follow his example." 

There now, is not that something to make 
us plain republicans stare indeed .' What an 
impressive 44 Usson" to the whole race of 
office seekers and office holders. As if they 
were not already sufficiently humble and sy- 
chophantic, they arc here admonished, in the 
official newspaper of our very republican ad- 
ministration, to beware how they follow the 
example of plain honest William Simmons. 

It will probably amuse the reader, if we 
endeavour to ascertain in what tins very offen- 
sive 44 rudeness 1 ' of Mr. Simmons consisted. 

To this end I give his letter, 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FEDL. EEFUailCAIt. 

Si a — By my statement in your paper of to-day, 
I presume it will be admitted, that from my en? 
deavouring to prevent lien. Armstrong from the 
misapplication of public monies, he had become 
hostile to me. I wijl now relate some of his sub- 
sequent conduct, by which the public may judge 
the injury he has done to the present adoiinUt ra- 
tion, by rehiring to receive my reports, for ba- 
lances ascertained upon settlement of account*, 
that warrants might i«*uc in favour of claimants, 
as had been usual ever siuce the establishment of 
the office ; thereby hurting public credit and pre- 
venting creditor* from every part of the* conti- 
nent from having their balances remitted, as 
heretofore, by the treasurer of the U. States. 
On the 12th April, 1814, I certified a balance 
due to Thomas Buford, E«o. late deputy com* 
missary of purchase*. On the following day I 
was in the secretary of war'* r o»«\ rnd observ- 
ing my report upon his tabic with the warrari 
(made oat by b.U <-!rrk In the uvml vray far the 
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balance, the Wirrant not signed by him.) I ob- 
served to the secretary, that the gentleman whom 
that worraDt was for, was in my office, waiting 
for it, and desirous of leaving town. 1'hc secre- 
tary replied — 44 that he would sign no more war- 
rants upon my settlements until after the ac- 
counts had been re-examined at the treasury." 
I asked him, if he bad any information of any 
misconduct of Col. Buford, or was suspicious that 
the balance reported by me was not correct. lie 
observed, No — but if congress would not give 
him a comptroller that he had asked for, that he 
would not sign any more warrants upon my set- 
tlements, until the accounts bad been re-examined 
at the treasury. 1 then observed, that I could 
have no objection to that—It would relieve me 
from great responsibility, but would be a great 
hardship to the claimants, many of whom, from 
the size and magnanimity of their accounts, at- 
tended (he examination at my office for several 
months ; and if the accounts were to be re-ex- 
amined at the treasury they would be detained 
as much longer, and from the relative connexion 
of the accounts with others in the office, and 
without reference to my books, any re-examina- 
tion out of my office, and by persons unacquaint- 
ed with the routine of examination, would an- 
swer but little purpose. He also observed — that 
he and Mr. Jones (the secretary of the navy) 
had both determined not to sign any more war- 
rants upon settlements by the accountants until 
after the accounts h:id been re-examined at the 
treasury, according to law— that they hud both 
been acting illegally ever since they had been in 
office, and that they would do so' no more. I 
then returned to my office, supposing that they 
had both come to this determination. Soon after 
my report in favour of Col.Buford was sent to me, 
with the following remark noted upon it :— 

44 The accountant will report, from time to 
time, all sucb settlements as shall have been made 
"by him, for the inspection aud revision of the 
accounting officers of the treasury, agreeably to 
the act ol the 8th May, 1792. 

• JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

War Department, iSth April, 18U. 

As the business of my office, from its first es- 
tablishment, had always been conducted in con- 
formity to rules and. regulations furiii<hed by the 
comptroller of the treasury. I deenwd it prop r 
to write to the present comptroller a letter, of 
which the following is a copy : 

Depaktmftct ot War, 
Accountant's Office, April 14, 1814. 
E. Bacon, Esa. 

Comptroller of the Treasury, 

f ir — I adjusted the account of Thomas Buford, 
late deputy commissary of purchases, and report- 
ed the balances found due him, in the usual form, 
to the secretary of war, that a warrant might is- 
sue for the payment of the balance. This course, 
however, the secretary of war declines, and Ijhs 
returned the report with the following note there- 
en. [This note is copied above.] 

Understanding from this decision, that all ac- 
counts adjusted in thi* office, are to be reported 
to the treasury for examination and revision, be- 
fore the balances are to b« paid ; or in other 



cases, when the Individuals ere indebted, Leibrf 
the accounts can be legeliy settled. I transmit 
herewith, the accounts and vouchers of Mr. Bu- 
ford, with my report thereon to the secretary of 
war, above referred to, and take the occasion to 
suggest to the comptroller of the treasury, the 
necessity of my being furnished with forms to 
meet the course pointed out by the secretary of 
war, as those heretofore furnished by the comp- 
troller, under which the duties of this office have 
been performed, were predicated upon a differeut 
construction of the act of the Ctb of May 1792. 

The number of accounts now pending, calls for 
immediate attention to the subject. 

I am, Lc. W. SIMMONS. 



Now, then, for the « rudeness." .Mr. Sim- 
mons has uoder three presidents, and for five 
years under Mr. Madison, proceeded in one 
plain regular uninterrupted course. As long 
as there was money enough in the trcashry, 
this course was never objected to. But now 
the secretary at war discovers that the opera- 
tions of the accountant and of the government 
had been for two and twenty years 44 ilkgaV* 
I purposely omit any remarks on this misera- 
ble shift to protect the empty coffers of our 
national spendthrifts. We arc in search of 
Mr. Simmons' *• rudeness." Is it then that the 
rudeness consists in his requesting the comp- 
troller to furnish him new "J'ortns" to meet 
this new 44 > ourse prescribed by the secretary at 
nar?" Or in the concluding remark, that the 
44 number of accounts call for immediate atten- 
tion ?" It may be presumed that the request 
for forms could give no offence. It must have 
been thcu, that the hint, he gave did. Mr. 
Simmons expressed a solicitude for the poor 
officers, soldiers and other public creditors, 
which was very "rude" and be was according- 
ly dismissed. How could a bankrupt treasury 
endure such 41 rudeness ?" 

But no, Mr.. Simmons was not yet dismiss- 
ed. On the 18M April, 1814, he received a 
letter from the comptroller, which is so long 
and amounts to so little, that it need not be 
published. Mr. Simmons continued to exa- 
mine his accounts. 

*' And as it regarded those (he says) on which 
balances were found due to the United States, 
they have been settled os beretefore, and the ac- 
counts definitively prepared for entry on the 
books of my office, and the party informed by 
letter. But as it regarded accounts on which 
balances were due from the United States to in- 
dividuals, they were genemlly examined, the ba- 
lances ascertained, and sucb As had been settled, 
between the time the secretary of war made his 
injection to receiving my reports, and the time 
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! got the comptroller's letter, believing, a* I did, 
the objections had been removed, I sent the re- 
ports Into the secretary's office, wliere the war- 
rant* were made out by one of the clerks in the 
usual way, and thence were taken in to him for 
Ms signature ; but instead of signing the war- 
rants, he tore them up with great violence and 
put them in the fire, returning the reports to my 
'flic*, and desiring I should send no more re- 
ports to him. Soon afterwards, a claim was prc- 
£nt»,d in favour of a Mr. John Dough)*, from 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and as I was not at li- 
berty to report on hit account, I made the en- 
dorsement of which the following is a copy : 
Dkfaktmkkt or War, 
Accountant* * Office, April 25, 18U. 
The secretary at war having determined not 
to receive any reports from this office for the ba- 
lance*, payable, ascertained on settlements, until 
nfter the accounts have been settled, and report- 
ed to the accounting officers of the treasury for 
their iriKpectjon and revision ; and the account- 
ing officers of the treasury having by their loi- 
ters under date of the l&th April, 1314, refined 
to receive the arr.nunts in any other way than 
by the forms, which have been presented in Jul\ 
and August, 1792, immediately after the parage 
of the law, which forms direct that nil settle- 
ments made by the arc.mntnnt shall only be ren- 
dered quarterly to the treasury — a 'difference of 
opinion, therefore, existing between the secreta- 
ry of war and the treasury department, I am nn- 
able to make any settlement, or to report onv 
balance, in any other way than that heretofore 
practiced, until the difference of opinion above 
referred to, is removed. 

(Signed) WM. SIMMONS. 

This claim, which was for upwards of 2000 
dollars, was again made by Mr. Douglas, in 
June, 1814. 1 informed him that the difficul- 
ty had not boon removed, but advised him to call 
upon the secretary of war, with whom the ob- 
jection rested. After his interview with Gene- 
air Armstrong, whom he could not induce to re- 
cede, he called upon me at my own house, on 
his being ready to return to Pittsburgh, and ob- 
served, that he could not go home wit lion t lettng 
me know what General Armstrong si id of me, 
and that he would give me a ceitificotc of the 
fact. There were several gentlemen at my house 
at the time, who witnessed the occurrence. The. 
following is a copy : 

" I certify, that in a conversation with" the 
secretary of war, this day, respecting a claim, 
which i have against the government, in speak- 
ing of the accountant of the war department, 
he remarked, among Unguage which I consider- 
ed unbecoming, that the accountant was a damn- 
ed rascal. 

(Signed) JOHN DOUOLAS. 

IT ashing/on, June 8/«, 1814. 

When the above was communicated to me, I 
4at about to proceed immediately to give the 
*#*assin, who would not dared to have made the 
assertion in my hearing, the chastisement that so 
daring and villainous an outrage to an innocent 
aad injured character deserved, but was pre- 
vented through the interposition of my friend* 
present. Your most obedient servant, 

VTM SIMMONS. 



I do not know the rest of the story. What 

" rudeness to his superior*," Mr. Sun mom 
committed, after he had been branded a* " a 
damn'd rascal," remains to be seen ; and when 
I am furnished with the detail';, I shall be 
able to let my readers kn^w how, in this land 
of liberty, and by this administration of rr- 
publieans, a man must expect to be pnnisbed, 
if with the spirit of a tree and independent 
American, he shall dare to evince resentment, 
when his " superiors" insult htm in the 
coarsest manner. We shall then see that 
wben a secretary at war calls an accountant 
of the war department *• a damn'd rascal,''* 
he is in the regular cxerdsc of his official ru- 
periorUy; and that when. I** accountant re- 
sents tbi* insbfence libra man, ho becomes 
guilty of a "rudeness- to his superiors," 
which shall not only subject him to removal 
from office, but to he libelled in the official 
Gazette of the liberty and equality adminis- 
tration of these enlightened republican Uni- 
ted States. After which let any body be 
gnilty of like ** rudeness to our superiors," if 
he dare. It has become 1 a violation of all 
sound practical republicanism for an Ameri- 
can to resent an insult, if it proceed from bis 
superiors. He must submit to be abased, 
kicked and cuffed. Did not the administra- 
tion submit to it from " their superior," Tur- 
reau ? And shall Mr. Simmons dare to dif- 
fer from this high example ? 

Frknch Tnflitncf.. — If ever I have 
leisure enough, (but 1 fear I shall not, until 
I am removed from office next winter) I 
mean to take up this subject ; and treating 
it historically antl argttmenta lively, I feel 
a strong confidence, that I shall be able 
to convince e\ery impartial and palitnt 
reader, that a sett leu 1 and determined ac- 
cordance with the designs of the uslirper 
of I he French thfrme, and the oppressor 
of Europe and the French people, is the 
true cause of (he evils to which we are 
subjected. A fair development of facts, 
and a dispassionate, hut a faithful and 
fearless ex|H>sition of the arguments on 
this subject are due to this nation avid 
posterity. I am not so completely orga- 
nized in habits of labour, as to venture to 
undertake it yet On this suljject my 
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belief was early; it was openly proclaim- 
ed; I have seeded it with ray blood; I 
was prepared to seal it with ray life. Let 
these stand as evideuce of the sincerity of 
ray l>elief. Facta and arguments alone 
ought to be taken as the proofs of its 
soundness. And perhaps, when the course 
of events shall have been completed, the 
public disposition to examine, may be 
greater, and the argument itself more pow- 
erful and conclusive. 

In the mean time I take great pleasure 
in publishing the following remarks from 
the UuUimure ZJ e . ,r S ra pb, a very respec- 
table awl abb? dloly paper lately esta- 
blished in that city. 

From the Baltimore Telegraph. 

Wc wish to make some observations on 
what we have before hinted at in general 
Verms. Sometime si are, wo stated the strong 
probability there was that the real points 
about which our envoys were employed at 
the court of France, were very different from 
those which were submitted to the inspection 
of congress. We stated the probability that 
tbes« latter topics were preserved to amuse 
the attention -of the public, .and the govern- 
roeut, while a dark and dangerous conspiracy 
Was going on. This suspicion was (bunded 
*m a variety of considerations. First, it was 
hardly possible to believe that our envoys 
should, for such a series of years, be employ* 
**d in so trifling a correspondence as the ex- 
tracts from their letters, which were submit- 
ted to the examination of congress, imported. 
The nation fonud, notwithstanding all the in- 
sults, aggressions, and injuries that we receiv- 
ed froniAapo!eon. notwithstanding the deep 
and galling resentment excited by such out- 
rages, the bonds of our political alliance ntre 
drawn chser and closer every day. 

Now, when wc compare this state of thing;*, 
with those K-itling extracts from the corres- 
pondence of our envoy 5 at the French court 
submitted to the inspection of congress ; if we 
can suppose the one to havr been occasioned 
by the other, a mighty effect was produced 
without scarcely any assignable cautt. There 
must have been something more important 
than that which met the public eye. 

Secondly, we indulged in this suspicion 
from the guarded and restrained delicacy with 
which our administration communicated to 
congress any intelligence on this subject. — 
Year after year our claims on the court of 
France, our demands for honest explanation, 
■became more serious and pressing, and yet 
•cu r administration were never more ready 
ijuii ihey had formerly been to develop* this 



correspondence. It was aU immersed hi mjv 
terv and doubt. Subsequent communications 
partook of the character of the preceding, 
and this correspondence, trifling as it was. 
was submitted to the inspection of congress 
with manifest reluctance. 

Thirdly, the occasional insight which we 
obtained into the true character of this cor* 
respondence, came from the pages qf Fiona- 
parte's official paper, the Moniteur. While 
our envoys informed us of nothing worthy of 
notice, and while extracts from this trilling 
correspondence were so cautiously and parsi- 
moniously dealt out by the presideut to con- 
gress, we were occasionally startled by some 
paragraph from the Moniteur developing the 
true character of this transaction. That pa- 
per ventured to predict that our government 
would hold no correspondence with Mr. Jack- 
son—that war would be declared against Eng- 
land — both of which event* happened accord- 
ing to such declarations. Several other strik- 
ing coincidences might be pointed out be- 
tween the declarations of the Moniteur and 
the conduct of our cabinet, of all of which our 
fellow citizens remained iu entire ignorance 
until they derived their information from Up 
pages of the Moniteur. 

fourthly, the mesiages of Bonaparte, or 
more properly, his speeches to his legislative 
body, announced the fact in the most decided 
terms, that wc were the allies of France. If 
this fact was not in these communications ex- 
pressly avowed, it was matter of inevitable 
inference from the declarations of Bonaparte. 
If we should endeavour to account for any im- 
|»rtant political change of this nature, from 
any thing which the president suffered to es- 
cape from the dark hiding places of his cabi- 
net, we should look for sack information in 
vain. 

Fifthly, the manner in which the president 
uniformly spoke to congress of the outrages of 
France, all tended to confirm these suspicions. 
The zephyrus of the cabinet hardly dared to 
breathe a complaint. In answer to the most 
atrocious injury and outrage, he always gave 
the mildest language, He seemed to impUm* 
from the mercy, ami not to demand from the 
justice of Bonaparte a revocation of his edicts. 
Thus, he denominated Napoleon's repeal of 
the Berlin and Milan docrces, objectionable. 
There was in those matters an evident fear of 
pressing lus remonstrances too far, lest they 
should disturb the other clandestine corres- 
pondence. The presideut supplicated where 
he ought to have asserted ; he cringed where 
he should have assumed the armour and at- 
titude of defence. 

Sixthly, the ostentatious display or all our 
correspondence with the court of St. Jamus, 
comes in aid of this hypothesis). Here the 
presideut reserves all -bin fire and all his force. 
These topics of negotiation he sedulously in- 
flamed into national controversies, that even- 
tuated in war. M«»7nwhil'\ f Ms i«rre and fm- 
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maculate patriot, who hese assumed such a 
tone aod attitude of defiance over such inju- 
ries— suffered the public sensibilities to sleep 
on their own wrongs, when perpetrated by 
France. Now, allowing, for the sake of argn- 
■ent, that our real causes of complaint were 
precisely the same against both nation*, how 
thall we account for such freedom of commu- 
nication in one instance, and such guarded re- 
serve in the other ! The answer is obvious ; 
he wished to throw us headlong into the arms 
of French alliance, aud by making such a pom- 
pous parade of British aggression, it tended to 
deaden the public sensibility, and to repress 
public curiosity on the other point. Amidst 
this cJamonr, this secret correspondence with 
France might go on with more silence and 
safety. 

These are some of tha» general grounds on 
which we have ventured to indulge a suspi- 
cion, that our government carried on with the 
court of France, a dotiWe correspondence. 
When a call is made for evideuce of a thing 
so dark and ominous — it is not to be expected 
That we should be able to produce that cor- 
respondence itself. This is to suppose that 
the subject is neither dark nor mysterious, but 
matter of nobn-day notoriety. We will, bow- 
ever, mention one or two circumstances, a lit- 
tle more specific. When Mr. Munroe was 
first called upon by the committee of the se- 
nate, to know whether our minister at the 
Court of France, ever had admitted or denied 
the truth of the duke of Bassano's declaration, 
that a copy of Bonaparte's repeal of the Ber- 
lin and Milan decrees had been sent to him 
to be communicated to his government, what 
was his answer? He declared that he bad from 
that gentleman no official information upon 
the subject, hut that he hadaprivate ktter which 
he would read to the committee. In a matter 
of such transcendant importance as that sub- 
ject, involving a direct personal charge upon 
the cabiuet, and putting the question broadly 
to issue, whether the government were inno- 
cent or guilty of the roost abominable fraud 
ever practised in the arts of diplomacy, the 
secretary of state, at this time, solemnly ad- 
mitted that he had no official document in his 
possession on this point, but that all he knew, 
came through the channel of a private corres- 
pondence. Here we sec that this private cor- 
respondence in matters of such high moment, 
is the first thing that occupies the attention 
of our ministers. We see that it is in the 
power of the secretary of the state, by giving 
a different name to his communications to 
and with his agents abroad, to suppress in- 
miiry at any moment he thinks proper. We 
see that in the present case, what he denomi- 
nated a denial of the charge in a matter so 
deeply affecting the honour of our government 
was not permitted to rest on the fdes of the 
secretary of *tate ; but was confined to the 
recesses of his own bureau. Anotlier circum- 
stance may bo brought to confirm eur suspi- 
cions. 



It will bc^ remembered, that the doka of 
Bassano told Mr. Barlow, that a copy of the 
repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees had 
been sent to bis predecessor at the French 
court, to be communicated to his government- 
Mr. Barlow, in his letter to Mr. Munroe, sta- 
ting this fact, tells Mr. Munroe that this " ivar 
probably concealed from him." Mr. B. does 
not intimate his suspicion that this was con- 
cealed from Mr. Madison — his correspondent- 
is the secretary of state — and here is a sus- 
picion entertained by Mr. Barlow, that a cor- 
respondence might be maintained between 
the President and the court of France, of 
which, even the secretary of state might re- 
main ignorant. Mr. Barlow, devoted as he 
was to Bonaparte, seems to have been alarm- 
ed at the production of this document, and to 
surmise that he was not the effective ors;an ot 
communication between our govermeiit and 
that of France. 

[To be continued.] 



In the Baltimore American, a paper to 
which we generally look for a temperate 
defence of the measures of the administra- 
tion, we find the following remarks on the 
president's late proclamation. 

" The executive proclamation which 
we yesterday published, is an important 
measure, both as it respects neutral na- 
tions and ourselves. To neutrals it holds 
ont the promise of affording every facility 
and protection in oitr power to their em'n- 
merce against the illegal blockades of the 
enemy ; ami it is a solemn protest agaiivd 
these blockades. It evinces a peculiar 
practical respect for neutral rights and in- 
terests, (or the violation of which by Bri- 
tain, among other causes, we took up 
arms. It will probably have the effect of 
giving more activity to trade, eve* during 
the continuance of the paper blockade; 
it will convince neutral powers of the 
friendly and anxious disposition of America 
to trade nrith+hem : and if England should, 
;\9 we hope she will not, obstinately per- 
sist in continuing an unjust war opon our 
rights, it is believed that more tlian one of 
Ike great commercial powers on the continent 
will lake part with us, notwithstanding 
present appearances.*' 

We are disposed to take a view oi the 
objects of this proclamation as tliey arc hen- 
stated ; this being the only article of com- 
ment npou it, which we have seen in any d« 
mocratic paper. 

M. It promises " every facility and pro • 
tection in our power" to neutral commerce. — 
Now we know of but two modes in which this 
promised aid cau be supposed to avail thw 
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neutral ; viz. first, as an order to our cniizers 
to abstain from molesting thorn, and, second- 
ly, as an order to aflbrd them convoy, against 
the enemy's blockading ships. On the first of 
these suppositions we have already made some 
remarks. We cannot believe that the com- 
manders of our armed ships have had any au- 
thority to molest neutrals in a manner not au- 
thorized by the law of nations ; and if there 
be any rights belonging to them, of seizing 
goods contraband of war, and the like, these 
rights cannot be taken away by the president's 
proclamation. The liability of neutrals to 
molestation, therefore, roust remain precisely 
as it did before this instrument issued. 

But it may be said, it is an offer of convoy 
to neutrals hound to our ports. Neutrals will 
hardly thank oar government for so kind an 
offer. Our best ships bare been themselves 
waiting convoy, or an opportunity of escap- 
ing unobserved from port, until their crews 
have dwindled away, and themselves been 
compelled to be dismantled. We have had 
but one frigateat sea for many months, and that 
one does not return because she knows she will 
be immediately shut up in port and rendered 
useless. Our privateers arc not regard™! by 
neutrals as the best protectors. Our prize 
courts furnish but equivocal evidence of their 
friendship for the neutral trade. 

But tho convoy of a neutral, by a bellige- 
rent against its much more powerful enemy, 
brings much more hazard than it does protec- 
tion. I* the condemnation of our own ships 
in the Baltic, when we were neutrals, in the 
Danish and French couils. Jut bring vwirr 
English tomvnj, so soon forgotten ? Those ad- 
judications met with full approbation in our ad- 
ministration papers of the time. ffftBtrals of 
the present day will hardly accept the protec- 
tion of the American navy, when it is offered 
in such a shape as to make them lawful prize 
by the British navy. 

2d. M |t is a solemn protest against these 
blockade*." Let us examine for a moment, on 
whose minds this protest is to operate. Tlu 
ouly neutral flags which we see in our ports 
are the Portuguese, Spanish, ltussian, Swedish, 
Prussian and the Turkish. We may now 
perhaps have, if this offer of protection is ac- 
cepted, ihe French, the Dutch and the Da- 
nish. Who in this whole li ' of nations can 
be expected to unite with us. in compelling 
Great Britain to vary her interpretation of 
the law of blockade ? The trade which in 
time of peace they all combined carry on with 
the United States in their own bottoms, is 
very trifling, when compared with that which 
each of them loses by a war with Finland. 

The power, which is perhaps at present 
most interested in a trade with America, is 
Portugal. But wh'l Portugal, which has beeu 
lor ages the faithful ally of Great Britain, 
which has, in alliance with her just gloriously 
terminated a Mar, during which her govern- 



ment and royal family have been transported 

for their safety to Uic new world by the Bri- 
tish fleet, and her terrritory lias been liberated, 
and for years defended, from an abhorred ene- 
my, by the British army ; will Portugal, who 
is tinging pagans of gratiiude to the preservers 
of her national existence, and is now proba- 
bly hailing the return of their prince to the 
soil which has been for seven years defended 
by British valour and skill, unite with us 
against her protectors in vindicating a doubt- 
ful interpretation of the law of blockade. 

Will Spain, whose province of Florida, 
without the colour of right we invaded, and 
whose immense province* of Louisiana we 
have purchased from Uie usurper who had 
fraudulently obtained a cession of it from her, 
by a treaty which he has not himself perform- 
ed, joiu us in the vindication of a doubtful 
right, and defy the vengeance of tbat glorious 
army which has been llwi principal i us t ru- 
men t of her deliverance from foreign subjuga- 
tion ? 

Will the virtuous Alexander, who, during 
his visit of relaxation from the care* of a 
content, in which we have beeu opposed ta 
him, at the court of his most efficient ally, 
the prince regent of England, may meet with 
this proclamation, in our official paper, accom- 
panied with the most extravagant exultation 
at Ins opposed utter overthrow and capture 
by our late ally Napoleon ; will he, thus re- 
ceiving this invocation to neutral powers be 
induced by it, at once to fall to blows with 
the prince at whose table he is regaling him- 
self, and instead of the immense subsidy 
which he has received from Eugland, accept 
of one from us ? 

Will Prussia which was almost blotted out 

of the list of nations, in the pretended strug- 
gle for the maritime rights of the continent, 
seize the moment in which she is exhausted 
by her late glorious and successful efforts, to 
uunrrel with the power which has more than 
any other repined at her success, and whose 
mi uister sacrificed his life iu traversing her 
wilds to ofler the incense of his flattery to 
her oppressor ? 

Will Sweden, to whom we have lately sent 
a minister, declare war against Great Britain 
who is now, in the execution of a very unpopu- 
lar treaty, aiding her in getting possession of 
Norway ? 

Wilt" Holland, whose sovereign has for twen- 
ty vears found an assvhun in England, and 
whose allegiance with that kiugdom which 
promises so much benctit to both parlies, is 
about to be cemeuled by a family alliance, ex- 
ceedingly popular in both countries, renounce 
the friendship of England lor that of Ameri- 
ca ? 

Or shall we rely on the aid of the Turks, 
and invoke that power which iu the course of 
forty years has sent one ship to this country, 
the commander of which ha* been so hai rass- 
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eJ with wits id our courts that he cannot get 
away, to vindicate the right of free naviga- 
tion to our ports ? 

Ou France we have once relied in vain. 
From Denmark we cannot hope even for the 
restoration of what site has plundered from us 
under colour of French decrees. This protest 
therefore must be unavailing.— Our appeal 
will be unheard. It is made at a time when 
the European nations are little disposed to 
listen to complaints of this sort aginst Great 



cuft for a government who have wantonly de- 
stroyed their own trade by any means to con- 
vince the world that they are anxious for the 
trade of foreign nations. At any rate we do 
not believe that the proof furnished by this 
proclama! ion will be conclusive. People will, 
alter all that can be said, look more at acts 
than professions. 

5th. ** It is believed that more than one of 
the great commercial powers on the contineut 
willtake part with us." Now we undertake 



Britain, to whom they unanimously acknow- 1 to Kay that it i* neither to be expected or wish- 
Icdge they owe so moch.— It is one of the 
cries of Bonaparfcr, by which be deceived the 
nations of the continent, that he might enslave 
them. By prctendiug a regard for thei r mari- 
time rights, he did enslave I hem, and they 
now perceive the trick by which he accom 



. that any European power should take part 
with us in the war against Great Britain. The 
war which has convulsed Europe for so many 
years is happily at an end, and although we 
cannot very confidently expect, we may at 
. least ardently hope, that no more fighting trtay 
plished his object. — They are at length cman- be witnessed there, by the present generation, 
cipated Irom^beir slavery,, and they are mucksjOur dispute with 1 Great Britain is to tm set 



more disposed to express their gratitude to 
the leading agent in their emancipation, than 
to listen to the insidious appeal of a govern- 
ment, which cannot tolerate any expressions 
of joy for the downfall of their oppressor. 

3d. This proclamation "evinces a peculiar 
practical respect for neutral rights and iuterests. 
Had wcj met with this ui a federal paper, we 
sbonld hav*? considered it as bitter irony. 
We yesterday quoted a section of a law, 
whose operation upon neutrals furnished a 
much more practical demonstration of our re- 
gard for the interests of neutrals, than this 
proclamation, which we think we have shown 
cannot have any practical operation whatever. 
During the last year, neutral vessels were in- 
vited by the prospect of an advantageous 
trade, in consequence of the interruption of 
all trade in American vessels, to frequeut our 
ports. When arrived here, every article 
which they brought was subject to the pay- 
ment of the double duty, with the addition of 
the 10 per cent, on that double duty. But if 
under this immense tax the voyage was not 
profitable, the loss might be made up by the 
profits of a return cargo. Neutrals, therefore, 
continued to resort here until December,when 
the embargo law was passed. There were at 
that time many neutrals in this port. The 
practical operation of this law was that neu- 
trals, which bad come here for the purpose of 
taking cargoes, end which cargoes were neces- 
sary to prevent their suffering r^eat losses, on 
the voyage, were prohibited from taking on 
board any specie, or any goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, produce, or provisions,'* except ne- 
cessary sea stores, under penalty of a forfei- 
ture of the vessel, and goods, and a sum not 
exceeding twenty thousand dollars. Now the 
" peculiar practical" convictions, 'which this 
law produced on the mind of the neutral con- 
cerned, must have been, that we cared uolhiug 
about his interest. 

4th. ** It will convince neutral powers of 
the friendly and anxious disposition of Ame- 
rica to trade with them " It would bo diffi- 



tlcd by negotiation and not by compulsion. 
We have seen her assailed by the hostility of 
the whole continent, when its force was eon- 
cent rated and directed by the genius of a 
single man. and fortified by the geueral belief 
that he was invincible, and that he was assert- 
ing the rights of the continent against th* 
usurpation of England. Not only the hand 
which wielded that force is palsied, but the 
spell which gave it its principal efficacy, the 
delusion which directed its aim against En- 
gland, is gone. It is not likely that either 
| Great Britain, or any other power, will ever 
iKive to contend with such another enemy. 
Vet with all the world thus arrayed against 
her, she could not be threatened by as into 
the abandonment of certain principles, which 
she asserted to be essential to her existence. 
Instead of agreeing with Iter to a modification 
of those principles, in a manner which would 
be perfectly consistent with our owu rights, it 
seemed to' us a fit moment to compel her to 
renounce them. We made the attempt, and 
with what success every one knows. Those 
mighty kingdoms are now without an excep- 
tion in perfect harmony with her, and all 
bound to her by the strongest tics that can 
unite nations. Our hopes of peace are not 
from coercion, but (rein negotiation. 

But here is a politician that is praying that 
one or more of the neutral powers of the con- 
tinent may take part with us. Of what avail 
will it be for one or two of them to take part 
with us, since it was of no service to us that 
three years ago they were all ou our side ? If 
we could not settle our deputes before our 
war was declared, before the animosities of 
the people of England were excited against us, 
and when all the rest of the world were her 
enemies, or immediately after, when, all Eu- 
rope, but Russia, were against her, it is useless 
for us to look for the co-operation of the con- 
tinental powers to coerce her into peace. 
Does Mr. Madison expect to excite a more 
powerful confederacy against her than that 
which was wielded by Napoleon ? The world 
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cannot furnish the materials for it, or a mind 
intelligent, active, and wicked euough to di- 
rect it. 

Let us not therefore expect to bring this 
war to a happy issue, by again enkindling the 
flames of discord in Europe. But rather let 
us pray that the causes of it may dissipate 
with those European wars in which they hare 
their origin. When all are at peace their can 
be no conflict between neutral and belligerent 
rights. The grounds of the quarrel between 
us and Great Britain are in fact already done 
away, by the general pacification between her 
and all her enemies. Let us not bring upon 
ourselves the guilt of hazarding, by tiie pro- 
longation of our controversy, the future re- 
pose of the world. 

DECLARATION 

Of Captain David Porter, en his taking 
possession of the isand, called by the na- 
tives Nootikeevahy siiualrtl between the 
lot. of 9 antl 10 S. and m the Ions:, of 
140 W.from Orcenmch ; and named by 
him Madison's Island. 
It is hereby made known to the world, 
that I, David Pouter, a captain in the 
Navy of the United States of America, 
and now in command of the United States' 
frigate the Essex, have, on the part of the 
tainted Slates, taken possession of the 
Island (called by the natives Noonhee- 
vnh) generally known by the name of Sir 
Henry Martin's Island ; but now called 
Madison's Island. That by the request 
and assistance of the friendly tribes re-' 
siding in the valley of Tieu-hoy, as well 
us of the tribes residing in the mountains, 
whom we have conquered and rendered 
tributary to our flag, I have caused the 
village of Madison to be built, consisting 
of six convenient houses, a rope walk, 
bakery and other appurtenances ; and for 
the protection of the same, as well as for 
that of the friendly natives, I have con- 
structed a fort, calculated for mounting 
sixleeu guns, whereon 1 have mounted 
four, and have called the same Fort Madi- 
son. 

Our rights to this island being founded 
on priority of discovery, conquest and 
possession, cannot be dis|uited ; but the 
natives, to secure to thenselves that friend- 
ly protection which their defenceless situ- 
ation so much required, have requested to 
be added to the great American family, 
whose pure republican policy approaches 
so near their own; ami in order to encou- 
ra£i Ususe views to their own interests 



and happiness, as well as to render 
our claim to an island, valuable on many 
considerations, I have taken on myself to 
promise them they shall be so adopted, 
that our chief shall be their chief ; arid 
they have given assurances that such of 
their brethren as may hereafter visit them 
from the United States shall enjoy a wel- 
come and hospitable reception 4 among 
them, and be furnished with whatever re- 
freshments and supplies the island may 
afford ; that they will protect them against 
all their enemies; and, as far as lies m 
their power, they will prevent the subjects 
of Great Britain (knowing them to be 
such) from coming among them until peace 
shall take place between the two nation?. 

Presents, consisting of the produce oi 
the island, to a great amount, have been 
brought in by every tribe in the island, 
(not excepting the most remote) and have 
been enumerated as follows, to wit : 

Six tribes in the valley of Tieuboy, 
called the Tarech*s, viz: 1st tribe, Ho-at- 
ta's; 2d, Ma-ouh's ; 3d, Houneeah's ; 4lh, 
Pa-hauh s ; 5th, He-kuah's ; 6th, Hav- 
vouh's. 

Six tribes of the Happaws, viz : 1st 
tribe, Nieek-kees; 3d, Taii-e-vows; 3d, 
Pachas; 4th,Kee-kah's ; 5th, Te-ka-ah's; 
6th, Muta-who-ah's. 

Three tribes of Ma-ama-tu-u-ah's, viz : 
1st tribe, Ma-ama-tu-u-ah's; 2d, Ti-o-ad's; 
3d, Cha-a-ah's. 

Three tribes of the Atta to-kah's viz > 
1st trilie, Atta-to-kah's ; 2d, Ta-kee-ab s ; 
3d, Pa-beu-tah's. 

The Nieebees, only one tribe* 

Twelve tribes of the Typees, viz : 1st 
tribe, Po-he-guh-ah's; 2d, Nae-guah's ; 3d, 
Atta-yiya's; 4th,Ca-hu-nu-ho-ka's; 5th To- 
ma-vaheenah; 6th, Tickey-maluhu ; 7th. 
Mo-oa-ee-kah's; 8th, Atteshow's; 9th, 
Atte-tap-wy-hunah - 10th, Atte-ha-coes ; 
11th, Atte-to-rae-ohay'a ; 12th, Atte-ka- 
ka-ha-neuahs. 

Most of the above have requested to be 
taken under the protection of our flag ; 
and all have been willing to purchase, on 
any terms, a friendship which promises to 
them so many advantages. 

Influenced by considerations of huma 
nity, which promises a speedy civilization 
to a race of men who enjoy every mental 
and bodily endowment which nature can 
bestow, and which requires art only to per- 
fect, as well as by views of policy, which 
secures to my country a fruitful wd popu- 
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ieua island, possessing every advantage 
of security and supplies for vessels; ami 
which, of all others, is the most happily 
situated as respects climate and local posi- 
tion. 1 do declare, that 1 have, in the 
most solemn mnnne>, under the American 
ilag, displayed in Fort Madison, and in the 
presence of numerous witnesses, taken 
possession of the said Island, callwi Madi- 
son's Island, for the use of the United 
States, whereof 1 am a citizen; and that 
the act of taking possession was announ- 
ced by a salute of 17 guns from the artille- 
ry of Fort Madison, and returned by the 
shipping in the harbour, which is hereaf- 
ter to be called Massachusetts Bay. Ami 
that our claim to this island may not be 
hereafter disputed, 1 hav e buried in a bot- 
tte at the foot cf the Hag staff, in Fort 
Madison, a copy of this instrument, to- 
gether with several pieees of money of the 
coin of the United States. 

In witness whereof, 1 have hereunto, 
affixed my signature, this 10th day of 
November, 1813. 

D. PORTER. 

.Witnesses present. 

JNO. DOWNES, Lt. U. S. N. 
JAS. P. WILMERT.dcu 
S. D. M' KNIGHT, do. 
DAVID P. ADAMS, Chaplain T~. S. N. 
JNO. M. GAMBLE, Lt. Mn. U. S. N. 
RICH'D. K. HOFFMAN, Ac. bur. U.S. N. 
WM. SMITH, Master of the Am. ship 
Albaiross. 

WILSON P. HUNT, Ageut for the Ameri- 
can North Pacific Furt'omprnv. 
JNO. M. MAURY, Mid. U.S.N." 
P. DE MESTU. Citizen of the U. 
BENJAMIN CLAP, do. 
M. N. BOSTWICK, Ac. Mid. U. S. X. 
JNO. G. COWELL. Lt. U. S. N- 
H. H. O. DKNilEIMEIt, Ac. M. U S. X. 



War Department, July 4,1314. 

Sin — The late pacifieatiou in Europe 
offers to the enemy a large disposable 
force, both naval and military, and with 
it the means of giving to the war here, a 
character of new and increased activity 
and extent. 

Without knowing with certainty, that 
such will be its application, and still less, 
that any particular point or points will 
become objects of attack, the president 
has deemed it advisable, as a measure of 
precaution, to strengthen ourselves on the 
line of the Atlantic, aud,(as the principal 
means of doing this w ill be found in the 
mjtitia,) te invite fhe oyprrAv^ of rrr- 



tain staffs to organize and hold in readi- 
ness, for immediate service, a corps of 
ninety-three thousand five hundred men, 
under the laws of 23th February, 1 70:3, 
and 18th of April, 1814. 

The inclosed detail will show your ex- 
cellency what, under this requisition, will 
be the quota of As far as 

volunteer uniform companies can be found, 
they will be preferred. 

The expediency of regarding (as well 
in the designations of .the militia as of 
their places of rendezvous) the |H>ints, the 
importance or exposure of which will be 
most likely to attract the views of the ene* 
my, need but he suggested. 

A report of the organization of your 
quota, when completed, and of its place 
or places of rendezvous will be accepta- 
ble. 

I have the honor to be, with very great 
respeet, your excellency s mo3t obedient 
ind very humble servant. 

His excellency the governor of 
Detail for militia service muler the rcquisi* 
tionofJuhf 4, 1814 
New-Hampshire, 350 artillery, 3,150 
infantry, total 3.500 ; three regiments and 
one battalion. One major gen. two brig, 
gens. 1 dep. qr. mas. gen. one assist, 
au^ft. gen. 

Massac Imsetts, 1,000 artillery, 9,000 
infantry, total 10,000; ten regiments. 
Two maj. gens. 4 brig. gens. 1 dep. qr. 
mas. gen. 3 assist, dep. qr. mas. gens, and 
2 assist. a«ljt. gens. 

Rbode-I eland, 50 artillery, 450 infantry 
total M)0; one battalion. 

Connecticut, 300 artillery, 2,700 infan 
try, total 3,000; three regiments. One 
mfj. gen. 1 brig. gen. \ dep. qr. mas. gen: 
1 assist, adjt. gen. 

New-York, 1,350 artillery, 12,150 in- 
fantry, total 13,500; thirteen regiments' 
and one battalion. Three maj. gens. 7 
brig. gens. 1 dep. qr. mas. gen. G assist, 
de^. qr. mas. gens, and 3 assist, adjt. gens* 
New-Jersey, 500 artillery, 4,500 infan- 
try, total 5,000; five regiments. One 
maj. gen. 2 brig. gens. 1 dep. qr. mas. gen. 
1 assist, dep. qr. mas. gen. and 1 assist, 
adjt gen. 

Pennsylvania, 1,400 artillery, 12,600 
infantry, total 1 4,000 ; fourteen regiments. 
Three major gens. 7 brig. gens. 1 dep. 
quar. mas. gen. 0 assist, dep. qr. mas. gen*, 
and 3 assist adjt. gens. 

Delaware, 100 artillery, 000 infantrj. 
totnl. innn; on#» reirimpnt. 
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Maryland, GOO artillery, 5,400 infan- 
try, total 6,000 ; six regiments. One inaj . 
gen 3 brig, gens. 1 dep. quar. mas. gen. 

1 assist, dep. qr. mas. gen. and 1 assist, 
adjt. gen. 

Virginia, 1,200 artillery, 10,800 infan- 
try, total 12,000; twelve regiments. 
Three major gens. 6 brig, gens, 1 dep. 
quar. mas. gen. 5 assist, dep. qr. mas. 
gens, and 3 assist, adjt. gens. 

North-Carolina, 700 artillery, 6,300 in- 
fantry, total 7,000 ; seven regiments. One 
major gen. 3 brig. gens. 1 dep. qr. mas. 
gen. 1 assist, dep. quar. mas. gen. and 1 
a&sist. adjt. gen. 

South-Carolina, 500 artillery, 4,500 in- 
fantry, towl 5,000; five regments. One 
major gen. 2 brig. gens. 1 dep. quar. mas. 
gen. 1 assist, dep. qr. mas. gen. and 1 
assist, adjt. gen. 

Georgia, 350 artillery, 3,150 infantry, 
total 3,500; three regmenU and one bat* 
talion. One major gen. 2 brig. gens. 1 
dep. (piar. mas. gen. 1 assist, dep. qr. mas. 
gen. and 1 assist, adjt. gen. 

Kentucky, 5,500 infmtry, 5,500; five 
regiments and one battalion. One major 
gen. 2 brig, gen's. 1 dep. quar. mas. gen. 

2 assist, dep. qr. mas. gen. and 1 assist, 
adjt. gen. 

Tennessee, 2,500" infantry, 2,5^0, 
two regiments and one battalion. One 
brig. gen. 1 assist, dep. quar. mas. geu. 
1 assist, adjt, gen, 

Louisiana, 1000 infantry, total 1000; 
one regiment. Mississippi Territory, 
500 infantry, total 500; one battalion, 
Louisiaua and Mississippi, 1 brig, geu, 
and 1 assist, dep, qr mas, gen. 

GENERAL ORDER. 
Adjutant GeneraCs Office, Isft Division : 
Buffalo, June 10, 1814. 

A court of inquiry wjll be instituted, 
under the direction given by the president 
of the United States — " to be composed 
of a president, two members and a record- 
er, for the purpose of inquiring into the 
conduct of Colonel Campbell during bis 
lateexpedition to Long Point, and particu- 
larly as to the burning of the town of Do- 
ver in Up|>er Canada. 

" The court will rej>ort its opinion on 
the case." 

Brigadier General Scott will sit as presi- 
dent. 

Major Jesup, of the 25th infantry, and 
Major Wood, of the engineers, as mem- 
bers. 



The conrt will convene to-morrow morn- 
ing at 10 o'clock, at such place as the' 
president may select. 

Attest, C. K. GARDNER, 

Adj't. General. 
ttie opmox. 

That considering the important sup- 
plies of bread stuffs, which from the evi- 
deuce it appears the enemy 'a forces deri- 
ved from the Hour manufacturing mills at 
and near to Dover, Col. Campbell was 
warranted in destroying those mills ac- 
cording to the law s and usages of war, and, 
for a like reason, the court think him justi- 
fied in burning the distilleries under the 
said laws and usages. The saw mills and 
carding machine, from their contigidty to 
the other mills, were, as the court con* 
ceives, necessarily involved in oue and the 
same burning. 

lti respect to the burning of the dwell- 
ing and other houses iu the village of Do- 
ver, the court are fully of an opinion that 
Col. Campbell has erred ; that he cau de- 
rive no justification from the fact that the 
owners of these houses were actively op- 
|iosed to the American interests in the 
present war, or from the other fact, that 
some of them were at 'Jie conflagration of 
BntValo. In their partisan services it 
does not appear to the court, that toe in- 
habitants of Dover have done more than 
their proper allegiance required of them ; 
and the destruction ofBuualo by a lieut. 
general of the enemy "a regular forces was 
emphatically the wrong of the British go- 
vernment itself, rendered such by its subse- 
quent adoption of the measure, aud ought 
not be ascribed to a few Canadian* who 
were {present at the time. 

The court in delivering the above opi- 
nion unfavorable to Col. Campbell, art- 
fully aware of the strong incentives to a 
just indignation which must have been 
present to his mind at the time of his visit 
to Dover. The massacres of the Raisin 
and Miami were not yet forgotten, and the 
more recent devastation of the entire Ni- 
agara frontier, accompanied by many act* 
of savage barbarity, was fresh in remem- 
brance. That these recollections should 
have aroused his feelings and have sway- 
ed his judgment does not excite wonder, 
but regret, and their is still left for admira- 
tion his kind and amiable treatment of the 
women and children of Dover, abandoned 
by their natural protectors. 
W. SCOTT, brig. gen. 

Preaideut of the court. 
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TO TI?E EDITOR oV^* EXAMINER. 

Sir.— The able editor of the Evening Tost 
his had the goodness to notice, last Saturday, 
some hints from mc, which you published a 
week before. I take leave to acknowledge 
the honour; and if I do not reply either so 
fully or so grave.'/ as he may wish, he muni 
do me the justice to beliovo it is from no 
want of respect. 

I am bound to thank him for the informa- 
tion that Niagara will return to us bv the law 
of post liminium ; which I am the more re- 
joiced at, because, according to the present 
appearances, there is little likelihood of re- 
covering it in any other way. 

He informs me also, that a right to fish on 
the great bank belongs to us, by the laws of 
nature and nations, in common with Great 
Britain and the rest of the world. I am 
much obliged by this information, because I 
■ever knew it before, and even now, much as 
I respect his authority, I hope he will look 
into the matter a little further ; for if he 
should be commissioned to negotiate about it, 
and stranger things have happened, he may 
find that the British have more to say for 
themselves than- he is aware of. 

I am sorry not to havo hit his taste, by a 
grave discussion of the nation's rights. He 
will, I hope, feel a little disposed to excuse me 
when I assure him, I did not mean then, 
neither do I now mean, to enter into any such 



aggeratcd idea of their ri«ht». But, wb< n Jed 
into error, it is not so ea«y to undeceive them. 
It is my wish that the fishery should be re- 
stored : whether held by right or permission. 
The subject is too delicate to Nay many things 
which pertain to it. I fear that, insttudof 
seenring, we may jeopardize it, by our over 
zeal, or over security. 

But though I do not choose to say al! which 
I think, I do not venture even to suppose 
that any person can be justly chargeable with 
indiscretion for discu*5ing what he supposes to 
he the nation's right, as gravely as he pleases. 
I *m content, a;«o, that he cou'rast iw 
p':ra*e<: to embellish his argument : and. it it 
be done with effect, will j*>in hi apj. Riding 
the wit. I pray him, nevertheless, to -onsi- 
der that, aswKher country is bound by what 
we say, he will not have gained much by ma- 
king me ap;>ear to contradict myself. 

Thus, if it were admitted that every Ui'.£ 
of vital ii. 'crest to p;:rt of a country, is a per- 
fect rijht of the whole, those who contend lor 
the British doctrine might simply observe, 
that I had improperly used the epithet r : U'l. 
I am not ashamed to acknowledge, if that 
epithet converts interrtt into right, that i have 
sinned again>t the laws of language. I hope, 
however, to be pardoned by those, who, in 
discovering the crime, will recollect that the 
expression was used in a light newspaper es- 
say, not in a grave diplomatic discussion. At 
any rate, before sentence is passed, they will 
be pleased to consider, in mitigation, that al- 
though food is of viial importance to a hungry 
man, it is not quite certain that he could jus- 
tify taking a loaf from a baker's basket, a 
steak from a bu Idler's stall, or a cod from a 



di&cun^kxn. I do not ehooee to appear the ad 
vocate of our enemy's rights, claims or pre- 1 fisherman's car. I *t 1 Ixdieve the fchcries 
tensions. At the same lime, I do not mean to of vital importance to the eastern stui.es and 
retract any opinion 1 have advanced. It was hold the same opinion respecting commerce ; 



my wish that our friends should avoid rash de- 
clarations. We are already engaged in a war, 
on a question of right, about which those who 



not meaning, nevertheless, to say that with- 
out commerce and the fisheries, every man 
woman and child must perish. I have seen 



set up the claim, must soon find themselves in both commerce and fisheries destroyed by tiio 
the wrong ; if they have not already been so embargo, and repeat, that it behooves all 



fortunate as to make that discovery. I cannot 
think it advisable to multiply snch questions, 
It is tfljqr to iniufe into men's minds an ex- 



true hearted Americans to consider, seeinjr 
in what hands the power is lodged, to make 
peace, whether we have any chance to obtain 
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a share iu the Newfoundland fisheries except 
from the grace and favour of our enemy. Aod 
I shall be glad to know how we are to get 
hold of them, if given up by our negotiators. 

The able editor seems displeased with the 
merchants of St. John's. But when he con- 
siders that they are our enemies, and inter- 
ested in the question, he May perhaps be dis- 
posed to make some allowance for their por- 
tion of liuman frailty. From what he has 
quoted of this memorial, it seems to me they 
believe the existence of Britain, " as a great 
and independent nation, depends upon her do- 
minion on the ocean." And, so believing, 
they "wish to exclude foreigners from sha- 
ring again in the advantages of a fishery from 
which a large portion of their national de- 
fence will be derived.'* These notions are 
not, I believe, confined to those merchants. 
But I perhaps, not understanding English, am 
mistaken ; and their object may be, " to shut 
us out from fishing on the ocean, by virtue of 
their dominion on the same/' This, which is 
the construction of the able editor, he consi- 
ders as " an unreasonable, unjust aud preposte- 
rous claim, to which we as a nation can never 
yield." I believe England never pretended 
to prevent nations from fishing on the ocean, 
and would probably agree that the claim, if 
extended so far, is unfounded. But let not 
the memorialists of St. John's, be condemned 
tor what they do not say. If the claim be 
confined to the banks, I would pray leave to 
recommend a little serious consideration. 

As 1 said before, 1 shall not enter deeply 
into this question. He has qooted the 3d 
article of our treaty with Great Britain, an 
observes that, •* although the words purport 



Great Britain, and allowing that we acqwrd 
the right to fish by treaty, feels very conftdcut 
in asserting, that we thereby acquired sveh a 
title to it, that whenever another treaty shall 
be made between the parties, we shall be per- 
fectly entitled to the restoration of it, by the 
law of postliminium," which means, if I un- 
derstand English (of which, nevertheless, I 
must not be overconfident) that, according to 
the law of nations, nt who by treaty acquires 
a right, acquires thereby such a title to that 
right, that after engaging in war he is perfect' 
ly entitled to the restoration of it (the right) 
when peace is made, by the posUiminary 
right. Had this been known in old times, it 
would have saved the trouble, in making new 
treaties, of renewing old ones. No less than 
seventeen of these are recapitulated and con- 
firmed in the treaty of 1763, between Great 
Britaiu, France, Spain, and Portugal. My 
notion has hitherto been, that if onr treaty 
with England be (as it probably will be) re- 
newed and confirmed in the treaty of peace, 
and no alterations or exceptions be made, 
things will return to the condition they were 
in before the war : So that if the enemy shall 
have made any disposition of real properly 
daring his possessory right, such property will 



right. 

I find, Mr. Examiner, that I have not the 
happy art of expressing myself clearly. If I 
bad, the intelligent editor of the Evening Post 
would not so wholly have mistaken my mean- 
ing, as to suppose, that it was 44 in pursuit of 
the declared purpose to scan the justice and 
expedience of a war carried on, rather than 
yield our claim to the fisheries," that I put 



ing to be an agreement that we should eonti- the case of a refusal on the part of Great 



nut to enjoy the right ', are not words of grant 
nor necessary, yet it was thought prudent to 
insert tbero, ex abundanti cautela." If the 
profound lawyer and statesman, who penned 
that article should see this comment, he 
would smile. Let us suppose that in like 
' manner ex abundanti cauUla, it had been sti- 
pulated that we should continue to enjoy the 
right of navigating the ocean and killing 
whales. 1 must be permitted to doubt 
whether "our commissioners would have been 
highly commended for it by the nation. 

Hie able editor, however, " putting it in 
(what he calls) the most favourable light fbr 



tain even to treat with our present rulers. 

Not believing (as I am now bound to believe 
on the authority of the Evening Post) that > 
right to fish on the banks of Newfoundland be- 
longs to us, and to all others, as a 
incident to uational independence; 
moreover desirous to waive the examination 
of that question ; but iuteuding to inspin 
doubt as to the propriety of pledging our&clvei 
gratuitously on the contingency of future 
events, I selected a case less questionable, ac- 
cording to my notion, than the fisheries. If 
the editor will have the goodness to read what 
1 have written, In this view, be will 
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of the absurdity with which I stand 
I; doubtless from the 
curate manner in which I was so 
as to convey my ideas. 

And now, Mr. Examiner, baring made the 
amende honourable, let me, before I am turned 
over to the executioner, be permitted to cite, 
for the 



other party. The subjects of bis most chris- 
tian majesty shall not fish in tbe harbours, 
bays, creeks, roads, coasts and places which 
the United States possess, or shall hereafter 
possess. And, in like manner, the subjects, 
people and inhabitants of tbe *aid United 
States sball not fish in the harbours, bays, 
of your readers, I do not J creeks, roads, coasts and places which his most 



pretend to instruct, a few articles of treaties 
among the powers of this world. They will 
see with astonishment, the mistaken notions 
entertained by European statesmen, about 
these same fisheries. 

On the 10th of February, 1763, a definitive 
treaty of peace was made between Great 
Britain, France and Spain, since called tbe 
treaty of Paris. The fifth and thirteenth ar- 
ticles run thus : Art. 5. 44 The subjects of 
France shall hare liberty to fish and dry fish 
on a part of the coast of Newfoundland, such 
as is specified iu the 13th article of the treaty 
of Utrecht, which article is renewed and con- 
firmed by tbe present treaty, (excepting, &c.) 
and his Britannic majesty consents to leave to 
the subjects of the most christian king the 
liberty of fishing in the gulph of St. Lawrence, 
on condition that the subjects of France shall 
use the said fishery only at a distance of three 
leagues from all the coasts belonging to Great 
Britain, as well those of the continent as those 
of the islands situate in the said gulph of St. 
Uwrence. And as to what concerns the li- 
berty of fishing on tbe coasts of the island of 
Cape Breton, out of the said gulph, it shall be 
permitted to the subjects of the most christian 
king to use the said fishery only at the distance 
of fifteen leagues from the coasts of the said 
island of Cape Breton,'* &r. 

Abt. 13. " His catholic majesty, for him- 
self and his successors, desists from all pre- 
tence which be may have formed, in favour of 
the Gvipvscoans, and others his subjects, to 
the right of fishing in the environs of the 
island of Newfoundland." 

On the 6th February, 1778, a treaty of ami- 
ty and commerce was concluded between 
France and the United States. The ninth 
article runs thus : " The inhabitants, mer- 
chants, commanders of ships, masters and sea- 
faring men of the states, provinces, and do- 
mains of tbe two parties shall reciprocally ab- 
stain from and avoid fishing iu all the places 
posso>so4 or which shall be possessed by tfje 



christian majesty now possesses or shall here- 
after possess. And if any ship or vessel be 
surprised fishing, in violation of the present 
treaty, tbe said ship or vessel and bcr cargo 
shall be confiscated after the proof thereof 
shall have been made : it being well under- 
stood, that the exclusion stipulated in tbe 
present article shall have place only as much 
and as long as the king and the United States 
shall not have granted in that respect an excep- 
tion to some other nation.'* 

Tbe tenth article runs thus . ** Tbe United 
States, their citizens and inhabitants sball 
never disturb the subjects of the most chris- 
tian king, inthe enjoyment and exercise of tbe 
right of fishery on tbe banks of Newfoundland, 
any more than in the indefinite and exclusive 
enjoyment which belongs to them on that part 
of the coasts of that island, designated in the 
treaty of Utrecht, nor in the right relative to 
all and each of the islands which belong to hit 
most christian majesty. The whole conforma- 
bly to tbe true sense of the treaties of Utrecht 
and of Paris." 

On the 3d of September, 1783, a definitive 
treaty of peace and friendship was concluded 
at Versailles between Great Britain and 
France. The second article runs thus : " Tbe 
treaties of Westphalia of 1048, tbe treaties of 
peace of Niroigucn of 1678 and 1679, of Rys- 
wick of 1607, those of peace and commerce of 
Utrecht in 1713, that of Baden of 1714, that of 
the triple alliance of tbe Hague of 1717, that 
of the quadruple alliaoce of London of 1718, 
the treaty of peace of Vienna of 1738. the de- 
finitive treaty of Aix laChapellc of 1718, and 
that or Paris or 1763, serve as the base and foun- 
dation to the peace and to the present treaty : 
and, to that effect, they are all renewed and 
confirmed in the best form, as well as all the 
treaties in general which existed between the 
high contracting parties before the war, and 
ai if they were here inserted word for word, 
so that they ought exact!) to be observed in 
future in their whole tcuor, and rclijiousJy 
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executed on both sides in all the points from 
which it i.« not derogated by the present treaty 
of peace." 

The fourth, fifth and sixth articles are as fol- 
lows : 

Art. 4. " His majesty Ihe king of Great 
Er.lain is maintained in the property of tuo 
island of Newfoundland and the adjacent 
islands., as the whole was secured to him by 
the thirteenth article ol the treaty of Utrecht 
excepting the idand> ol St. Pierre and >iique- 
Ion, which are ceded in Juli property, by the 
pi"? cut treaty, to his most christian majesty." 

Akt. 5. 4 His most christian majesty, to 
prevent tiio quarrels which have taken place 
hervto-i>r'» betu^cn tlic En^!i?h and French, 
cuiv>. ills jto renounce the ri^htof fishing which 
h -!.;:;;;- to hire in virtue of the thirteenth arti- 
rl • fjl above mentioned treaty of Utrecht, 
it n > i BonavistatoCape St. John, situate 
n: :m? east rn coa t of Newfoundland in the 
f..'.ieth degioo of north latitude. And his ma- 
jesty, the kim of Great Britain, consents, on 
Iifr » art. that ihe fishery assigned to the sub- 
jects oi" his most christian majesty, beginning 
at the -aid Cape Si. John, passing by the 
nortrt and dese«-ndm? on the west ooa«t of 
Newfoundland. <u*Uexti:nd to the place call- 
ed Cape Kays, in the latitude of forty-seven 
degrees and ti.ty minut a . The French hsh- 
crmen shall enjoy thf rjshery assigned to them 
by the present article as they could of riirht 
enjoy that which is assigned to thorn by the 
treaty of Utrecht." 

Art. 6. As to the fishery in the gulph 
of ht. Lawrence, tlic French may continue to 
carry it on conformably to the &ih article of 
the treaty of Paris." AN OBSERVER. 



News. — London papers have been re- 
ceiv rd to the 2Mb. Their contents are 
not of a f/a^ rf character in regard to the 
<ju"sii'>n of peace or war. It sceim that 
the British government lias appointed mi- 
nifies lo negotiate with ours, and thai 
Cktid h?:s been selected aa the place for 
negotiation. In the mean time, great ac- 
tivity prevails in sending olT troops to 
tbU c i.uivy, to be commanded, it is said, 
1 v :,onl (V-lely fiir Rowland) Hill, one of 
V.'-.KinirLon's n\wl favourite generals — 
i a c mints cjcak'uf Sir Thomas Pic* 



ton, another of Wellington's general*— 
That a powerful force was to be sent 
against tlie United Slates seems unques- 
tionable. These circumstances, therefore* 
would seem to indicate, not only a con- 
tinuance of the war, hut also that it is to 
he of u more bloody and desperate charac- 
ter than it has yet assumed. 

Peace or war with America seems also 
to be assuming the shape of a party ques- 
tion. Accordingly the anti-ministerial 
paper, the Pilot y is in favour of peace, and 
mentions, under date of May 18, 

"That Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard have, 
received despatches from the American go- 
vernment, containing instructions for the du- 
ty they arc about to undertake, of a most con- 
ciliatory nature. For the especial conveni- 
ence of the British ministry, the place of ne- 
gotiation has been changed to Flanders." 

In an address by the" lioitseholdcrs of 
the city ami liberties ol' Westminster," we 
rind the following notice of the war with 
America. 

" And, sir, among the many happy results 
of the pacification of F/irnjie, we contem- 
plate, with inexpressible satisfaction, the an- 
nihilation of tlic disputed points respecting 
the maritime rights of neutral nations, which 
have eon- tituted the ground of the cut la- 
mentable hostility in which we are engaged 
with the United Mates of America. 

" Hence, sir, we cotiiidently trust, that on 
both sides of the Atlantic the miseries ami 
immoralities of war will .shortly be at an end, 
and the whole civilized world repose undrr 
the peaceful olive ; studying; and practising 
only the social aud moral "duties, arls, and ac- 
complishments, lor their general improvement 
and happiness." 

We are to bear in mind that the politics 
of the Pilot and of these householders 
of Westminster, arc mUUmimrtcrial. — 
Viewed as coming from E.izHshmm, they 
would seem pacific ; but corning from op- 
positionists!, il would rather seem that po- 
liticians of this description had taken pa- 
cific ground in relation to this country* 
in the expectation that the ministry tak- 
ing different ground, might be tendered 
unpopular. This idea is not a little 
strengthened by the fact, that what we 
know ol' the ministerial prints is bitterly 
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hostile. That the reader may judge for 

himself he is presented with an extract. 

I'rmn the I.nndon Tim*s of May 20. 
The friends of Bonaparte, and the poorweak 



rase 



they trill insist en the safe and undivi- 
ded possession of tlie 1 akes, the abandonment 
of the Newfoundland fishery, and the rest lu- 
tion of Louisiana and the usurped territory in 
Florida. If. after ail, the eastern states she 'id 



necessity of making peace with him, now Join 
in urging a peace with his tool, James Madi- 
w)it. They abused and vilified us then as 
members of the war faction, and they do no- 
thing else now. We appeal to the common 
m use of the country. Is it, or is it not, the 
„geni ra! nut] jusl feeling, that Madison and his 
party should \>v reduced to their native im»g- 
nificance ? U it, or is it not, the dictate alike 
of justice and of policy, " not ouly to chastise 
i he ravages into present peace, but to make a 
fasting impression on their future fears ?" This 
is Mr. Madison's own rule. Ife can't coin- 
plain of us for adopting it. The Morning 
Chronicle, true to its old anti-British feelings. 
t.*:ll< us, we have obtained all that " we went 
to war for." Why, we did not go to war for 
:uiy thing. In common parlance, to go tow^r 
fur any thing:, is to commence hostilities with 
a view to obtain some objec t not in our pos- 
sesion ; but it was Mr. Madison who went to 
war with us, and that in June, 1B12. Mark 
i he time, reader ; for it speaks volumes, in 
explanation of the traitor's motives. It was, 
at the very moment, when Bonaparte crossed 
the Niemen, at the head of half a million of 
soldiers, professedly to put the last hand at 
■tin? continental system, for the ruin of Great 
Britain. Then, "when our fate (as this serpent 
thought) hung trembling on the balance, did 
he let slip the dogs of war. to seize and bring 
u« to the ground. The scene is completely 
and wonderfully changed. Bonaparte is fallen ; 
Madison is disgraced and discomfited, and 
Great Britain has the means of inflicting am- 
ple and deserved vengeance. Lo ! the pupils 
of liberality, the philanthropists, the sworn 
advocates or foreign perfidy and treachery, step 
forth and deprecate the very idea of justice, 
or of prudent precaution against future insult ; 
but they will no more be listened to now, 
than they were when they so urgently plead- 
ed t he cause of the monster Bonaparte. It is 
true, that negotiators of great respectability 
have bcon appointed on the part of Great 
Britain to meet tlie Geuevese democrat Gal- 
latin, the furious orator Clay, the surly liay- 
ard, and Mr. Riuscl), the worthy defender of 
the lorged revocation of tlie Berlin and Milan 
decrees. 

We have, however, good reason to believe, 
that the British diplomatists w ill not conde- 
scend to discuss the impudent nonsense called 
an American doctrine, about impressment aud 
native allegiance, which was in truth a mere 
pretext lor war on the part of Mr. Madison ; 
but they will enter into the true merits of the 
onestion, the unprovoked and unprincipled 
attack on Canada ; they will demand full se- 
curity against a renewal of this atrocious ont- 



crcaturcs, who vnme months mucc, urged the I consider, as they well may, that an amicabi i 

' arrangement with Great Britain is more for 
their advantage than a subjection to the tyran- 
nical and usurped authority of tlvir sent hern 
neighbours, we see no reason that should pre- 
vent our government from acceding to a 
measure in every point of view so desirable. 
This object is very likely to bo facilitated by 
the arrival of our triumphaut array from the 
south of France, the embarkation of which is 
not stopped as was reported yesterday, but is 
proceeding with all diligence, aud it is proba- 
ble that we shall shortly have to announce its 
arrival on the shores of America. 



The Morning Chronicle informs us 
that, 

" It was very strongly reported on Change 
that it is the fixed delormi nation of our go- 
vernment, not to sutler the Americans to fish 
upon the banks of Newfoundland, and that no 
American vessel will be permited to pass the 
Cape of Good Llo t » . so that the whole of 
the China trade wi:l be taken from them." 

Let the reader next peruse et tract 
from the London Times of the 25th May. 

'•The latest private accounts which we 
have received from Paris lead us to believe, 
that the great work of pacific negotiation will 
not be brought to an eud, so soon as has for 
Ibr some time past be.*n expected. Th chief 
basis, and indeed all the principal points in 
the treaty, are understood to have been long 
since agreed upon, and the outline to be near- 
ly the same as that which appeared in the 
Mouitcur; but the settling tnc boundaries of 
the new states, and weighing out the various 
indemnities, are works of nicety, requiring no 
small portion of tirun and debate, it is now 
understood that these matters will not be set- 
tled at a congress, hut by commissioners 
named by the late helligei ants. Our corres- 
pondent writes, that between 30 and ■tO.iXK) 
of t!ie British trooopsarn to bL' embarked in 
the Garonne, for Ii land, and a large biHy 
for America. We trust that the latter will 
be sufficiently numerous lo terminate the war 
properly. There is in this country such a 
contempt for the American government, that 
we cannot bring ourselves to think them of 
consequence enough to require any chert ; and 
thus the reptiles escape, because we will not 
take the trouble to crush them. It should be 
remembered, however, that thoir venom is 
more than proportionate to their bulk, or to 
their courage ; and besides, by a feeble and 
protracted warfare, we 6hall teach them di*ci 
pline to our own cost. We have aow a h»r- 
midable army accustomed to conquer, lei 
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them not be kept at home to ru*t in inaction, 
whilst wc compliment the Hopkinses and 
"Wilkinsons, by a show of respecting their 
military exertions. 



The last news give, ! think, to no rea- 
sonable man, a hope that Great Britain 
intends to give ns peace. It is evidently 
with her, that the question rests; and I 
cannot Batter myself that she will vouch- 
safe it to us. She does not, she cannot 
fear our administration; and, therefore, 
fear will not extort it from her. She can 
feel no kindness for them, and, therefore, 
kindness cannot procure it. Since, there- 
fore, we cannot hope to act upon her fears, 
it is most sincerely to be deplored that we 
are at this moment incumbered with an 
administration which has exasperated 
British feelings to as high a pitch of re- 



present administration cau make a peace 
at all. It is utterly impossible that they 
can make a good one, unless the British 
ministry, flushed with victory, and con- 
scious of power, shall prove so meek as 
to " return good for evil." These men 
can only make peace, when they shall 
give up every thing that is asked. The 
United States pant for peace, and the ad- 
ministration which concludes it, on any 
terms, good or bad, will probably be prai- 
sed to the heavens. The present admi- 
nistration is merely a political one. It 
cares for nothing but power ; and let no 
one be surprised if it sacrifices great ami 
important interests and rights to retain 
power. It is precisely the administration 
from which Great Britain can wring any- 
thing. As it seeks power, so it obeys 
power. As it obeyed Napoleon In his 



•entroent and animosity, as it has itself glory, by assailing Great Britain, at the 



constantly displayed towards them. If 
reasonable met) were at the head of our 
affairs ; men who had neither given into 
the wild madness of French, jacobin anar- 
chists, nor rejoiced, nor aided in the 
establishment of the tyrant's despotism, 
we might perhaps entertain some hope of 
peace. If at the head of our aflairs were 
men who had not bpen so furious for liber- 
ty, as to rejoice, at seeing rivers of inno- 
cent blood flowing for its attainment, nor 
so devoted to energetic government as to 
be the idolators of Bonaparte— if, in one 
word, reasonable, moderate, honest, con- 
sistent men were at the head of our af- 
fairs; men, if not beloved, at least not 
hated ; if not Englishmen, at least not 
Frenchmen; if Americans, at least not 
desirous of sinking Great Britain in the 
ocean, we might have somewhat of a fair 
chance for peace. But when, to the con- 
siderations of interest, be they what they 
may, are added those of indignant resent- 
ment, making perhaps the considerations 
pf interest appear greater than they would 
liave done, in a different state of feelings, 
it docs 3eem almost impossible that our 



moment of her greatest depression, 
so will it cringe before Great Britain 
now. From the agency of these men 
a good peace is as impossible as a vigo- 
rous war. 

If Mr. Madison was a patriotic man, if 
he was a generous man, if he was merely 
an honest man, he would resign ; he would 
give to his country the chance, at least, 
of such a peace, as men not hated might 
procure; he would give to his country the 
advantages of such a war as men of real 
talents, supported by the confidence of 
the nation, could prosecute. Let Mr. 
Madison resign and, my life upon it, the 
public sentiment would be united. Let 
the administration be in the hands of Ru- 
fus King, De Witt Clinton, John Mar 
shall, Aaron Ogden, James A. Bayard, 
and, my life upon the issue, wc shall have 
either a good peace, or a war which shall 
gratify our pride, if it does not advance 
our prosperity. But while Mr. Madison 
is seated, a dreadful incubus on the vital? 
of the nation, there can be no hope either 
of an advantageous peace, or a, vigorous 
war. 



Digitized by Google 



THE EXAMINER. 



Cold comfort — Never perhaps has any 
war been so strangely conducted, as that 
in which we have wantonly engaged with 
G reat Britain. Begun, as it was, without 
consideration, and directed, as it is, by 
imbecility, what have we to hope from its 
termination ? To add to the gloom of our 
prospects, the heads to which its manage- 
ment is committed, are as stupidly obsti- 
nate, as they have shown themselves in- 
capable; for in the school of experience, 
-that severe, but correct instructor, they 
have acquired but little more than habits 
of error. 

After two years of miscarriage, we 
find them pursuing the same course, 
not only with less prospect of success, but 
almost with the certainty of failure. And 
so eagerly are they engaged in this wild, 
not to say wicked pursuit, that while 
they are straining for what they can ne- 
ver attain, they entirely overlook their 
own dangers. In pressing oar attack up- 
on Canada, while the enemy is menacing 
us upon the sea board, we act just as wisely 
as the man, who should go abroad in search 
of adventures, leaving his own house and 
family exposed to the inroads of bandit- 
ti ; and fortunate shall we prove, if our 
soldiers, foiled upon the frontiers, do not 
return to defend their homes, after the 
enemy has laid them in ruins. Amidst 
the despondence which such a train of 
thought is calculated to produce, it was 
to be expected that our rulers would have 
affonled some relief to our apprehensions, 



mon justice, it was also due to their own 
reputation. Our exposure to danger had 
been occasioned by them, in opposition io 
our wishes, our representations ; and they 
were called upon by every principle to 
employ what still remained to us, in trie 
best way to avert that danger. Has this 
been done ? Now, when the foe is at our 
doors, when iuvasion is impending what 
preparation has been made for the de- 
fence of this great, this important city t 
What Tor any part of the seaboard ? Are 
our militia ready ? Are places of rendez- 
vous appointed for them to repair to, on 
the instant of alarm ? Have arrangements 
been made for troops to march from the 
surrounding country the moment they hear 
of our being hostilely approached 1 Are 
they ready to come from New-Jersey to 
the succour of New- York ? Are horses, 
waggons, boats, &c. provided for such an 
emergency? If such arrangements are not 
made, if we wait for actual attack, before 
we call out the means of repelling it, God 
help us ! With preparation, due prepara- 
tion, we have little to fear, but every 
thing without it. Let us bring the strength 
of the country to act upou the enemy, and 
we can repel any force he dare debark ; 
but that strength must act in concert, and 
it never can act in concert, without a well 
arranged plan. For this purpose, we 
want, among other things a line of tele- 
graphs, along the whole of our coast, and 
extending far inland. They should ap- 
pear on every commanding height, from 



in letting us see that measures had been J Maine to Georgia, conveying inforraa- 
t aken to place such means as are yet left I lion the moment the enemy appears, of 



us, in a way to meet the exigence; that 
'neglected and abandoned as we have 
been, we were not entirely overlooked ; 
and that so far as our local concerns had 
entered into the contemplation of our ru- 
lers, they had. in some degree made up 
for the error of sending abroad, the great- 
er part of our force, by a judicious appli- 
cation of the remainder. This we had a 
right to expect ; it was due to us in com- 



wbere he is, in what force be is attempt- 
ing to land, that he has landed, and with 
how many men, &c. Ac. Instead of this 
we receive information of his movements 
either by the arrival of the mail, or the 
sound of his cannon. Now, knowing the 
importance of telegraphic despatches, in 
the late European wars, why our adminis- 
tration have not thought proper to em- 
ploy Uicm, is to me wholly inconceiva- 
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ble, unless it be, because they never dream- 
ed of it. But I am certain, that had we 
used them to announce the movements of 
the enemy, we should never have heard 
of the burning of Havre de Grace, nor of 
any of the petty inrosds that have been 
sa frequently made upon us. And if they 
should be, even now, established, we 
might hope for a little more security than 
our defenceless sea coast at present eu- 
joys. Alas! shall we never he convinced 
of the incompetence of our present rulers 
until, having exhausted the blood and 
treasure of the nation, in unavailing Ca- 
nadian incursions, we find ourselves 
despoiled of our homes, with no other 
hope, than an unorganized and scattered 
inilitu;, slowly collected, and slowly 
marching to receive those whom they 
should have been upon the watch to pro- 
tect' 



LATEST FROM SPAIN. 

Newport, Jri.v 16. — The privateer 
•ch'r Surorise, Cathall, arrived here on 
Tuesday last from a cruize. Capt. C. po- 
litely favoured the editors of the Mercury 
■with a fde of Corunna papers to the 21st 
of May, which he obtained from a Spanish 
vessel' at sea. They contain a lengthy 
decree of Ferdinand 7th, (issued at Va- 
lencia, 4th of May, 1814,) declaring the 
cortes of Spain, and the constitution form- 
ed under it, at an end. The following is 
a summary translation of this importaut 
document : — 

The decree commences with a detail of 
the proceedings of the French whilst they I dare to make any such attempt, a traitor 
occupied Spain. The king says, that on to my kingdom, and he shall suffer the pains 



cortes was, to depose him from his tore* 
reignty, attributing it to the nation that they 
might appropriate it to themselves; and 
that this attempt against the prerogatives 
of the throne, was the basis of all their 
future acts : That almost all the forms of 
the ancient constitution of the monarchy 
were innovated upon, and that the cortes 
copied the revolutionary aud democratic 
principles of the French constitution of 
1701 : That to prepare the minds of the 
people to receive these innovations, 
through the public prints, they abused the 
liberty of the press to make the royal pow- 
er odious, giving to the rights of majesty 
the name of tkspotism — making synoni- 
mouB those of kins and despot^ and calling 
kings li/ranls : That they persecuted all 
those who opposed or contradicted them, 
and in all things imitated a democracy. 
The king then proceeds : — 

u 1 declare that it is my royal will and 
pleasure, not only not to swear to, nor ac- 
cede to said constitution, nor to any de- 
eree of the general and extraordinary, and 
of the ordinary cortes, now actually in 
session, who would deprive me of the 
rights aud prerogatives of my sovereignty, 
established by the constitution and the 
laws, under which the nation has long li- 
ved ; but do declare that constitution, and 
all such decrees, null and void, and tliat 
they are from this time repealed, and with- 
out any obligation upon my people and 
subjects, of whatever class or condition, to 
comply with or regard them; and whoso- 
ever shall attempt to support them, and 
to contradict this my royal decree, or to 
make any attempt against the prerogatives 
of my sovereignty, and the happiness of 
the nation, or cause any riot or disturbance 
in my kingdom, I declare him who shall 



the 5th of May 1808, he issued a decree 
calling the cortes, which continued their 
sittings until January 1810, when the first 
council of the regency was called, which 
exercised their powers until Sept. 1810, 
•when the general and extraordinary cortes 
were formed, and were installed in the isle 
•f Leon ; and that at their first sitting, the 
members of the cortes took an oath to 
preserve to him all his sovereignty. T he 
king then proceeds to give a history of the 
manner in which the cortes were chosen, 
and says, that the clergy and nobles were 
not called, although the central junto or- 
dered it done : That the first act of the 



of death, w hich shall also extend to all 
those who shall by any act, writing or 
discourse, incite, exhort, or persuadeothers 
to respect or obey said constitution or 
decree; and that in the mean time, that 
order may be re-established, and what was 
observed in the kingdom before the inno- 
vation was introduced, and what is conve- 
nient and necessary may, without loss of 
time, proceed in its regular course and 
the administration of justice not be inter- 
rupted, it is ray royal pleasure that the 
ordinary course of justice should continue 
among my people, as now established, 
and also the judges, audiences, intcnd»nti, 
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and other tribunals of justice in the ad- 
ministration of it ; and that for the better 
regulating the police and government or 
towns and cities, the town and city au- 
thorities as now established, shall take 
care that good order and proper regula- 
tions be established, until the meeting of 
the cortes, which I shall call together, 
when they will attend to this branch of 
the government. And from the day in 
which this my decree shall be published, 
and be communicated to the president of 
the cortes then actually in session, their 
sessions shall cease and terminate, ami 
their acts and those of their predecessors; 
and whatever documents they may have 
in their archives and secretary's office, 
or in the power of any individual, shall be 
collected by the person charged with the 
execution of this my royal decree, and 
they shall be immediately deposited in 
the office or the junto of the city of Mad- 
rid, and the chamber in which they are 
deposited, shall he locked and sealed, and 
the books of their library shall pass over 
to the royal library. And whosoever 
shall a ttempt, in any manner to impede the 
execution of this my royal decree, I de- 
clare him guilty of treason, and he shall 
suffer the pain of death; and all causes 
which shall be pending in the courts of 
justice for infractions of the constitution, 
shall from this day cease and determine, 
and all those who shall Ik* imprisoned, or 
in any manner arrested for such causes, 
shall be immediatly set at liberty ; aud 
it is my will and pleasure that all these 
things should be done for the good and 
happiness of the nation." 

The Spanish papers state, that Ferdi- 
nand 7th entered Madrid on the 13th of 
jVIay, and was received with great joy by 
the people. On the same day, the kin? 
issued a decree to prevent the abuse of the 
liberty of the press ; declaring, that in fu- 
ture the press should be under the direction 
of persons, appointed to prevent any publi- 
cation against religion, and against the go- 
vernment, and of the persons of those who 
administer it. 

The papers also contain an address from 
the metropolitan church of Valencia, to 
the king, in which they request his at- 
tention to the church, which they say, has 
been i»er3ccuted by " the philosophers of 
thf day" And that they wish the re-es- 



ing pure religion! 9 In answer to this 
address the king says, that it is his inten- 
tion scrupulously to attend to the preser- 
vation of the purity of religion — but dis- 
countenances the idea of the re-establish- 
ment of the inquisition. 

The dissolution of the cortes and the 
constitution, and the restoration of Ferdi- 
nand, had been announced to the Spanish 
army, and was received with great enthu- 
siasm. 

The papers are filed with addresses con- 
gratulating Ferdinand ou his arrival, in all 
of them the greatest attachment to his 
person is evinced. 



Copy of a Idler from Captain Porter to the Se- 
cretary of the Aary. 

Sin — I have done myself the honour to ad- 
dress you repeatedly since I left the Delaware ; 
but have scarcely a hope thai one of my letters 
has reuched you ; therefore, consider it necessary 
to give you a brief history of my proceedings 
since that period. 

I sailed from the Delaware on the 27th of Oc- 
tober, 1T.12, and repaired, with all diligence, 
(agreeably to instruction* from Commodore Bain- 
bridge) to Port Pruya, Fernando tie Noronho, 
and Cape Frio ; and arived at each place on the 
day appointed to meet him. On my passage from 
Port Praya to Fernando de Noronho, I captured 
his Britannic majesty's packet Nbcton ; and af- 
ter taking out about 11,000/. sterling in specie, 
Kent her under command of Lieut. Finch, for 
America. I cruized off Rio de Janeiro, and about 
Cape Frio, until the V2lh Jauuary, 1813, hearing 
frequently of the commodore by vessels from Ba- 
liia. I here captured but one schooner, with hides 
and tallow : I sent her into Rio. The Montague, 
the admirals ship, being in pursuit of me, my provi- 
sions now getting short, and finding it necessary 
to look out for a supply, to enable me to meet the 
commodore by the l«t of April off St. Helena, 
I proceeded to the island of St. Catharines, (the 
last place of rendezvous on the coast of Brazil) 
as the most likely to supply my wants, and, at 
the same time, afford me that secrecy necessary 
to enable me to elude the British ships of war on 
the coast, expected there. I here could procure 
only wood, water, and mm, and a few bags of 
flour; and hearing of the commodore's action 
with the Java, the capture of the Hornet by the 
Montague and of a considerable augmentation 
of the British force on the coast, and of several 
being in pursuit of me, I found it necessary to 
get to sea as soon as possible. I now, agreeably 
to the commodore's plan, stretched to the south- 
ward, scouring the coast as far as Rio de la Plata. 
I heard that Buenos Ayres was in a state of star* 
vation, and could not supply our wants, and that 
the government of Montevicdo was very inimi- 
cal to us. The commodore's instructions now 



left it completely discretionary with me what 
tablishment of the inquisition, which they course to pursue, and I determined on follow- 
declare to be « the crudbU for maintain-l"^ that which had not only motMs approbation, 
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bat the approbation off thu then scerelary of the 
navy. I Accordingly shaped my course fur tho 
Pacific; and nftcr sutfering greatly from short 
allowance of provisions, and heavy gales off Cape 
Bbltl, (lor which my ship and men were ill pro- 
vided) I Arrived at Valparaiso on the 14th March, 
1813. There took in as much jerked l>ecf, and 
ether provisions, as my ship would conveniently 
•tow, and ran down the coast of Chili and Peru ; 
in this track 1 fell in with a Peruvian corsair, 
which had on bord 24 Americans a* prisoners, 
the crews of two whale ships which she bad ta- 
ken on the coast of Chili. The captain inform- 
ed me- that, as the allies of Great Britain, they 
would capture all they should meet with, in ex- 
pectation of a war between Spain and the Uni- 
ted States*. I consequently threw all his guns 
end ammunition into the sea, liberated the Ameri- 
cans, wrote a respectful letter to t lie viceroy, ex- 
plaining the cause of my proceedings which I 
delivered to her captain. 1 then proceeded for 
Lima, and recaptured one of the vessels as she 
Was entering the port. From thence I proceed- 
ed for the Gallapagos islands, where 1 cruized from 
the !7th April, until th« 3d October, 1813; during 
which time I touched otiSy once on the coast of 
America, which was for the purpose of procuring 
a supply of fresh water, as none is to be found 
among those islands, which are, perhaps, the most 
barren and dcssolatc of any known. 

While among this group, I captured the follow- 
ing British ships, employed chiefly in the sper- 
maceti whale fishery, via : 

Letters of Marque. 

tons. men. guns, pierced for 



^fontczuraa, 2T0 

Policy, IT.! 

Georgiann, £80 

Greenwich, 338 

Atlantic, 35S 

Rose, 390 

Hector, 219 

Catharine, 270 

Seringapatain, .157 

Charlton, 27 i 

New Zealander, £59 

Sir A. Hammond, SOI 



21 
26 
15 
25 
24 
21 
2» 
29 
SI 
21 
23 
SI 



2 
10 
6 
10 
8 
8 
11 
8 
14 
10 
8 
12 



18 
18 
SO 
20 
£0 
£0 
18 
10 
13 
18 
10 



S369 S02 107 
As some of those ships were captured by boats, 
and others by proses, ray officers and men had 
several opportunities of showing their gallan- 
try. 

The Rose and Charlton were given up to the 
prisoners ; the Hector, Catharine, and Montezu- 
ma, I Fent to Valparaiso, where they were laid 
up ; the Policy, Georginua, and New Zealander, 
1 scut for America ; the Greenwich I kept as 
a store ship, to contain the stores of my other 
prizes, necessary for us ; and the Atlantic, now 
called the Essex Junior, I equipped with twenty 
guns, and gave command of her to Lieutenant 
Downcs. 

Lieutenant Downcs had convoyed the prizes 
to Valparaiso, and, on his return brought me 
letters, informing me that a squadrou, under the 
command of Commodore James Hillyar, consist- 
ing of the frigate Phwbe, of So guns, the Rk- I 
MM and Cherub sloops of war, and a store ship 
of ii9 guns, had sailed on t!ie 6tb Julv for thts 1 



sea. The Racoon and Cherub had ken seeking 
me lor some time on the coast of Brazil, and, oh 
their return from their cruize, joined the squadron 
sent in search of me to the Pacific. My ship, a« 
it may 'be supposed, after being near a year at sea, 
required some repairs to put her in a state tw 
meet them : whi'h I determined to do, ond bring 
them to action, if I could meet them on nearly 
equal term". T proceeded, now, in company with 
the remainder of my prizes, to tin? Hand of iNoon- 
hevah, Madison's island, lying in the Waskingtm 
group, discovered by a Captain Ingraham of 
Boston : here I caulked and completely overhaul- 
ed my ship, made for her a new set of water 
casks," her old outs being entirely decayed, and 
took on board from my prizes, provisions and 
stores for upward* of four months, and sailed for 
the co,i.-t of Chili on the 12th beceraber, 1813. 
Previous to sailing, I secured the Scringapatara, 
Greewich, and Sir Andrew Hammond, under the 
guns of a battery, which I erected for their pro- 
tection , (after taking possession of this fine island 
for the I nited Suites, and establishing the most 
friendly intercourcc with the native?,) 1 left them 
uoder the clrarge of Lieutenant Gamble of the 
marines, with 21 men, with orders to repair to 
Valparaiso after a certain period. 

I arrived on the coast of Chili on the 12th 
January, 1814 : looked into Conception and Val- 
paraiso, found at both places only three En- 
glish vesf els, and learned that the squadron which 
sailed from Hio de Janeiro for that sea had uot 
been heard of since their departure, and were 
supposed to be lost iu endeavouring to double 
Cape Horn. 

I had completely broke up the British naviga- 
tion in the Pacific ; the vessels which had not 
been captured by me, w ere laid up, and dare not 
venture out. 1 h*d afforded the most ample pro- 
tection to our own vessels, which were, on my 
arrival, very numerous nnd unprotected. The 
valuable whale fishery there is entirely destroyed, 
and the actual injury we have done them may be 
estimated at two and a half millions of dollars, 
independent of the expense of the vessels in 
search of me. They have furnished me amply 
with sails, cordage, cables, anchors, provisions 
raedicincB nnd store* of every description ; and 
the slops on board them have furnished clothing 
for the seamen. We had, in fact, lived on the 
enemy since I had been in that sea, every prize 
having proved a well found store ship for inc. 1 
had not yet been tinder the necessity ef drawing 
bills on 'the department for any object, nnd had 
been enabled to make considerable advances to 
my officers and crew on account of pay. 

For the unexampled time we hud kept tbe con, 
my crew had continued remarkable healthy : 1 
had but one case of the scurvy, aud had lo.*t onl«; 
the following men by death, viz. : 

John S. Cowan, lieutenant, 

Robert Miller, surgeon, 

Levi Holmes, onl. seaman, 

Edward Sweeny, do. 

Samuel Grove, seaman, 

James Spafford, gunner's mf.lc , 

Leujamin Geers, qr. gunner, 

John Rodger*, do. * 

Andrew Malian, corporal of marine- f 

Lewis Pr 5 nce, private marine. 
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I hail dono ull tiie injury that ould be done 
the British commerce in the Pacilic, and still 
hoped to signalise my cruize by something more 
splendid before leaving that tea. I thought it 
not improbable that Coin. Hillyar might have 
kept his arrival secret, and believing' that he 
would seek me at Valparaiso, a< the most likely 
place to f nd me, I therefore determined to cruize- 
about that pluve, and should I fail of meeting him, 
hoped to be compensated by the capture of some 
merchant ships, said to be expected from Eng- 
land. 

The Phcebe, agreeably to my expectation?', 
OBine to seek me at Valparaiso, where I was an- 
chored with the Essex, my armed prize the Es- 
sex Junior, under the command of Lieut. Downes, 
on the look out off the harbour ; but. contrary to 
the course I thought he would pursue. Commo- 
dore Hillyar brought with him the Cherub sloop 
of war, mounting 28 guns, eighteen 32 pound 
carronades, eight Si's und two long 9's on the 
quartredeck and forecastle, and a complement of 
180 men. The force of the Phoebe is as follows : 
thirty long 13 pounders, sixteen 32 pound carron- 
ades, one howitzer, and 6 three pounders in the 
tops, in all 53 guns, and a complement of S-20 
men; making a force of St guns and 500 men ; 
in addition to which, they took on board the crew 
of an English letter of marque lying in port. 
Both ships had picked crews, and were sent into 
the Pacific, in company with the Racoon of 22 
guns and a store ship of 20 guns, for the express 
purpose of seeking the Essex, and were prepared 
with flags bearing the motto, " God and country ; 
British sailors' best rights ; traitors offend both." 
This was intended as a reply to my motto, 

u FREE TRADE AX D SAILORS' RIGHTS," under 

the erroneous impression that my crew were 
chiefly Englishmen, or to counteract its effect on 
their own crews. The force of the Essex was 
46 guns, forty 32 pound carronades, and six long 
12's, and her crew, which had been much reduced 
by prizes, amounted only to 255 men. The Es- 
sex Junior, which was intended chiefly as u store 
ship, mounted 20 guns, ten 10 pound carronades, 
and ten shortii's with only 60 men on board. In 
reply to their motto, I wrote at my mizen, " con, 

OUR COUXTRT AND LIBERTY ; TYRANTS OF- 
VJCWD THEM." 

On getting their provisions on board, they 
went off the port for the purpose of blockading 
roe, where they cruized for near six weeks; du- 
ring which time I endeavoured to provoke a chal- 
lenge, and frequently, but in effectually, to bring 
the Phoebe alone to action, first with both my 
•hips, and afterwards with my single ship, with 
both crews on board. I was several times under 
way, and ascertained that I had greatly the ad- 
vantage in point of sailing, and once succeeded 
in closing within gunshot of the Phabe, and 
commenced a fire on her, when she ran down for 
the Cherub, which was 2 1-2 miles to leeward ; 
this excited some surprise and expressions of in- 
dignation — as previous to ray getting under way, 
she hove too off' the port, hoisted her motto flag, 
and fired a gun to windward. Com. Hillyar 
seemed determined to avoid a contest with me on 
nearly equal terms — and from his extreme pru- 
dence in keeping both his ships ever after con- 
stantly within hail of each other, there were no 



h* pes of any advantages to my country from a 
longer stay in port, I therefore determined to 
put to sea the first opportunity which should of- 
fer ; and [ was the more strongly induced to do 
so, as I had gained certain intelligence that the 
Tagtis, rated 38, and two other frigates, had sail- 
ed for thut sea in pursuit of me ; and I had rea- 
ton to expect the arrival of the Racoonfnmi the 
N. W. coast of America, where she had been 
sent for the purpose of destroying our fur esta- 
blishment on the Columbia. A rendezvous was 
appointed for the Essex Junior, and every ar- 
rangement made for sailing — and I intended to 
let them chase me off, to give the Esse* Junior 
an opportunity of escaping. On the 23th 
March, the day after this determination was 
formed, the wind came on to blow fresh from the 
southward, when I parted my larboard cable, and 
dragged my starboard anchor directly oui to sea. 
Not a moment was to be lost in getting -anil oh 
the ship. The enemy were close in with the 
point forming the west side of the bay — but oh 
opening them, I saw a prospect of pn«sfog to 
winwara, when I took in my topgallanlsails, 
which were set over single reefed topsails, and 
braced up for this purpose ; but on rounding the 
point, a heavy squall struck the ship and curried 
away her tnaintnpmast, precipitating the men who 
were a'oft into the sea, who were drowned. 
Both ships now gave chase to me, and I endea- 
voured, in my disabled state, to regain the port ; 
but finding I could not recover the common an- 
chorage, I ran close into a small bay, about thren 
quarters of a mile to leeward of the battery, on 
the east side of the harbour, and let go my anchor 
within pistol shot of the shore, where I intended 
to repair my damages as soon as possible. The* 
enemy continued to approach, and showed an evi- 
dent intention of attacking, regardless of the neu- 
trality of the place where I was anchored ; 'and 
the caution observed in their approach to the at- 
tack of the crippled Essex was truly ridicu!6us, 
as was their display of their motto-flags, and the 
number of jacks at all their mastheads. I with as 
much expedition as circumstances would admit of, 
got my ship ready for action, and endeavoured to 
«et a spring on my cable, but had not succeeded, 
when the enemy, at 54 rain, after 3 P. M.made 
his attack, the Phcebe placing herself under my 
stern, and the Cherub on my starboard bow : but 
the C. soon finding hec situation a hot one, bore 
up and ran under my stern also, where both ships 
kept up a hot raking fire. I had got three long 
12 pounders out of the stern ports, which were 
worked with so much bravery and skill, that in 
half an hour we so disabled both as to compel 
them to haul off to repair damages. In the course 
of this firing, I bud, by the great exertions of Mr. 
Edward Barn wall, the acting sailing-master .assist- 
ed by Mr. Linscot, the boatswain, succeeded in 
getting springs on our cable three different times; 
but the fire of the enemy was so cxcessive,that be- 
fore we could get our broadside to bear, they 
were shot away, and thus rendered useless to us. 
My ship had received many injuries, and several 
had been killed and wounded ; but my brave of- 
ficers and men, notwithstanding the unfavourable 
circumstances under which we were brought to ac- 
tion, and the powerful force opposed to us ,wer» 
way« disroariged — all appeared determined 
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die ia preference to a •hamrfui rurrcnder. Q| Jr 
faft, with tbe ensign and the motto-flag at th» 
tnizen, had been shot away, but prkr tradf 
and bailors' Rights continued to fly at the 
fore. Our ensign was replaced by another ; mid 
to guard against a similar event, an en<ign was 
made fast in the mi/.cn rigging, and several jacks 
were hoisted in different parts of the ship. The 
«uemy foon repaired his damage for a fresh at- 
tack ; he now placed himself, with both hi? ships, 
on my Aarboard <pjurter, out of reach of my car- 
ronades, and where my stern gunt could not be 
brought to bear ; he there kept up a most galling 
fire, which it wan out of my power to return, when 
X saw no prospect of injuring him without get tin;* 
under way and becoming the assailant. My top- 
fail sheets and hali.irds were all shot away, u> 
well as the jib and fore topmast staysail lutliui 
'I he oqly rope not cit was the living jib huHards : 
and tli*t being the only sail I could set, I caused 
it to lie hoisted, my cable to be cut, anil ran dow n 
on both ships, with nn intention of laying the 
Phudie on board. The li ring on both sides was 
now tremendous ; I had let fall my fore topsail 
and fjro.-i.il, but the want of tacks end *hcct* ren- 
dered them almost useless to us ; yet we wen: en- 
abled, fir a short time, to close with the enr:>i) ; 
and although our decks were str. '.v. .! with dead, 
and our oclvpit fdlcd with wvm-: <, .! ; niihnugh 
our ship had bteu several tira«^ «jo tin, &u.i wns 
reduced t « a perfect wreck, we were still encou- 
raged to hjpe to iruc her, uo.u the cir-.m.istaace 
of the CUrub, fro:u her crippled :tau-. Whig c-mi- 
pclhjd to bind t> 'A'. Mn- did not return to clcs'* 
action again, although the yppau ally had it "u. 
ber pov. f r to do ro, but kept u;i a distant firing 
with ht / iotig J.nis. Tin? I'ho b< , lorn our disu- 
Idtd stntc, was enabled, however, Ijy edging off. 
to choose the di-iaucc which best suited l.er long 
guns, pud kept up a trer.ieti;k :i ; fire on us, whiib 
iii'iWt d t'.nvii my brave •.•>iupe«iio:)s by the do/.cn. 
, Many of iny;,.f'i h e! Wen rcu.b red u-eless by 
the enemy's s!io»,and tunny of them hud their 
whole crew'f dr -troyed. We manned them .'z un 
from those which were dhahh d, end cue gun in 
particular was three timo mamml ; I'd teen mei. 
were slain ut it in the course of Uie action ! but. 
» I range us it may appear, the captain of it escip- 
ed with only a slight wound. Finding that the 
enemy bad it in Ins power to choose his distance 
I now gave up nil hopes of ebbing wiib him, and 
a? the Vied, for tW moment, seemed to favour 
the design, T d> L> rminrd to endeavour to mm he. 
on shore, land my men and destroy her. L\ver\ 
thiug xf emrd to IV. our my w i-he*. Wv. had ap- 
proached the short w ithin tuu>kct shot, and I had 
no doubt of succeeding, when, in an instant, Un- 
wind shifted from the land (as is very common in 
this port in the latter part of the day) and payed 
our head down on the Phiebe, where we wen* 
again exposed to a dreadful raking lire. My 
ship was now totally unmanageable ; yet, as her 
head was towards the enemy, and he to Ice ward 
of me. I still hoped to be able to board him. At 
this moment Lieutenant Commandant Dowries 
came on board to receive my order*, under the 
impression that I should soon be a prisoner. He 
could he of no use to me in the then wretched 
*tatenf the Es.ex; and finding (from thn enemy's 
putting his helm up) that iny !.ut attempt ai 



boarding would not Miccred, I directed him, afw 
he had been about ten minutes on board, to r*- 
turu to his own ship, to be prepared for defending 
and destroying her in case of Attack. He took 
w ith him several of my wounded, leaving three 
of his boat's crew on board to make room for 
them. Tim Cherub now had an opportunity of 
distinguishing herself, by keeping up a hot fire 
on him during his return. The slaughter on 
board my ship had now become horrible, the ene- 
my continuing to rake u», and we unable to bring 
a gun to hear. I therefore directed a hawser to 
In; bent to the sheet unchor, and the anchor to be 
cut from he,r Imws. lo bring her head round ; thu 
succeeded. W'c again got our broadside to bear, 
and as the enemy was murh crippled, and unable 
to hold his own, 1 have no doubt he would toon 
have drifted out of gun fchoi before be discovered 
we had anchored, had not the hawser unfortu- 
nately parted. My ship hail taken fire several 
times during the action, but uhiraingly so fo#« 
and aft at this moment ; the dames were burst- 
ing up e;:di ba'.ci'W ay, an J no hopes were enter- 
tained of saving her; our di: lance from Um 
| fhoiv did not exceed th'-ee tjuittvi.- of jj mile, ani 
1 lu ped many of my brave c.vw would l>e al>. 
to save tlic-m-eix (■:-, -liuuM the ship bi-.-w up, as I 
was informed the fire wa> near L':e ia>^A7.':uc, and 
the explosion of a large rpiantily ri yuv. tier b«- 
low, served to increase t)ie hcriu.-a of our sitait- 
' lion. ();!!• boati w ere dc-.-trojed iiy tho f.ietrsy'* 
| ihot ; I thivef-t j dirfcted tUo.<: v.f.r; c_u'd sw«» 
to jump overboard, and endeavour t,> g<i"n iha 
show, ^ome rearhed it : some were taker, by ;hc 
enemy, and some peri, hed in the attempt : but 
most preferred sharing w ith me the fate of the 
ship. We, who remained, now turned our at tril- 
lion wholly to extinguishing the fiai»c»: and 
\r i;« n we iuul succe»»de.l, v\eut ag ua lo our gm;-<. 
j where tiie firing was kept up lor some minuter, 
but the crew had, lev ibis time, become so we. • 
ki i.rd, linn lin y hli'ib eiartd to ine tlie impceisi- 
bility «'f leaKing further resiitunce, and emrcntrd 
mc t > Ji'noder my ship lc» sa. «. the vv<a:t.<bd, a> 
ell fnrtm.r attempt at oji.»o.dU"n, tuiin ve in- 
eJlevlisai, titme.st every i.'uti Urittg difabled !•> tha 
dc-iriK '.ii ii of ilieir crew -. t now sei.i for the 
irfieers oi di\ i-iou-i to ( oesult th.^m ; lul wlirt 
was ni)- «urpiiset > litu! oi.iy acting Lieutenant 
k tephett Decatur MVKnighl ri mair.!og. («!.,» 
confirmed the report respecting the coa«:ilion of 
the gmis i»n the gun deck — thoeon the sf.r,r deck 
wete ma in u belter slate.) Limit. Wilmer, af- 
ter lighting most guilantly throughout the action, 
had been ktuuAcd overUini-d by u splinti r while 
-si tting th<i sheet nuclior from Ua- Dov. s, and vvac 
drowned. Acting lieutenaul J. hu t». CoweH 
had «;>t a leg; Mr. L.ii.,..id JJnniwell, nciinjj 
Niiiing master, hud been e.iri ied below, after re- 
ceiving two severe w.amd one iu the '«rea»t 
and one in the f.;ce ; and acting 1 i fitrnont Wj{- 
liam H. Oileulieiin.-r had bcci. knocxcd overboard 
fn>m the ipmrter aa inst^oi i<t-;ore, and did nca^ 
regtiin the "hip until afi. : the sii.-rcahv. i was 
inloran-d that the cfMr'spi'., the -t're.-.i.-e. tha- ward 
room, and the I irt'i urt-i ' .itl . ".:t.i n t;o Jaort 
wounded ; thai the wotimii i v. e;v I. .;'••.! wiiiir. 
the surge otis •.vcn- dre-siog th*--.a, arnl t 1 ; it. Mule » 
N>W.!.i.i'; was s:.cf (hly e\>r,>- » revfnl it. th« 
'•:ip v:^:i ■:>;: .:v.L f:y l the n.!Ui: «" «,f 
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boles in 'iff bottom. Ami ?n sending fnr tbr 
rarpentcr, he informed me that all his crew had 
beau killed or wounded, ami thnt hp hnd once 
lw*>noverthe sidetostop the leaks, whp n hi^ ,|int_-« 
l»ad been shot away, and it was with diffii-r.lt y 
was tared from drowning. The enemy, fV>en 
the mioothiicss of the wutrr, and the impWuili- 
ty of our reaching him with our carronade?, and 
the little apprchensnn that u-a.s excited by our 
fire, which had now become much slackened, was 
enabled to take aim at us as ut a tanret ; his shot 
never missed our hid!, Hnd my chip' was cut up 
in a manner wliicli perhaps, u» ver before 
witnessed — in Rue, I saw no hopes of saving Uer, 
nnd at JO minutes \<.\\cr 6, 1*. >l. gave the i-ain- 
fid order to strike i\ t r colours. 7*> r.icn, meheiing 
•nicer?, were all that remained of my whole crew, 
after the nrsion, capable of doing duty, a#many 
of them severely w.emded, <tnv.u of whom have 
since died. The enemy still eonthoird hi? fire 
and my hrave, thonrh unfortunate companions, 
were still failing about me. I directed an oppo- 
site to be fire*?, to show them we intended no 
further re. M-rtnncc ; but they did not desist ; four 
men were killed nt my sale, and others in diffe- 
rent parts of the ship. 1 now belitwcd he intrud- 
ed to show u? no quarter, and that it would be 
as well to die with my flat; flying as struck, and 
was on the point of again hoisting it, when about 
ten minutes after hauling the colours dov. u be 
ceased firing. 



Mr. M. W. Bostwick. whom I had appoint- 
ed acting purser of the Essex Junior, and who 
unv on board iny ship, did the duties of aid 
in a manner which reflects on him the highest 
honour, and midshipmen Isaacs, Farragut and 
Ogden. as well as acting midshipmen James 
Terry, James 11. Lymui i and Saml. Di wen bu- 
ry, and master's mate Wm. Fierce, exerted 
themselves in the performance of tbeir re- 
spective duties, and gave an earnest of their 
value to the service ; the three first -are too 
young to recommend for promotion, the latter 
1 beg leave to recommend for confirmation, as 
as well as the acting lieutenants, and Messrs. 
Harnewall, Johnson and Bust wick. 

We have been unfortnuate but not disgra- 
ced ; the defence of the Essex has not been le» 
honourable to Iter officers and crew than the 
capture of an emial force, and I uow consider 
my situation less unpleasant than that of 
Com. Hillyar. who, in violation of evety* prin- 
ciple of honour and generosity, and regardless 
of the rights of nations, attacked the Essex in 
her crippbd state, within pistol shot of a 
neutral >lmre ; when for six weeks I had daily 
offered him fair aud honourable combat, on 
terms greatly to his advautage ; the blood of 
the slain must be on his head^ and he has yet 
to reconcile his conduct to heaven, to his con- 
science and to the world. The annexed ex- 



lJ,e^ .t S i?.V n8UffiCien \ y c hi ^ If""" ° f i' t,il< t ol " a ,ettcr Jrom Commodore Hillyar. 
rTmTi .i "fJ^eWj w , r M,th f» which was written previous to his returning 
u ale I led length of time, (under such cir- llK , my sword, will show his opinion of our 



cuiiistance*) with me in the arduous and une- 
qual contest. l,et it suffice to say that more 
bravery, skill, patriotism and zeaj were never 



opinion 

conduct. 

My loss has hern dreadfully severe. 53 killed 
or have since died of their wounds, and among 



i> „i - i ■ ,, . i "i uaiB 'iinuuH-uui iiivii n omiiis, ami amor." 

^played on any occasion. Every one seemed tllom Lt.Cowell ; 30 were severely wounded 
de crminetl to die tti de encc ol h,s beloved ^ sli:rll(lv , and 31 arfi missi . „£ ki jn a , 
country's cause, and nothing but views to hu- ' 
manity could ever have reconciled them to 
the Mil render of the ship; they remembered 



kit 



their wounded shipmates below. To act 
iug Lieutenants M'Knighl and Odenheimer 1 
feel much indebted for their great excrtious 
ami bravery throughout the aetiun in fighting 
aud encouraging the men at their divisions, for 
the dexterous management of the long guns, 
and for their promptness in remanning their 
guns as their crews were slaughtered. Tlie 
conduct of that brave and heroic officer, act- 
ing lion t. G. CowelJ, who lost bis leg in the 
latter part of the actio!), e.xcited the admira- 
t toil of every man in the ship, and alter being 
wounded would not consent to be taken below 
until loss of blood rendered him insensible. 
Air. Kdward Barnewali, acting sailing master, 
whose activity and courage was equally con- 
spicuous, returned on deck after his first 
wound, and remained after receiving his se- 
cond entil fainting with the loss of blood. Mr. 
Samuel R. Johnson, who hail joined me the 
day before, and acted as marine offic r, con- 
ducted himself with great bravery, aud ercrt- 
od himself in assisting at the long guns; the 
musketry, after the lust half hour, being use- 
't\s from our long distance. 



king i 

en, wounded, and missing, a list of 
whose names is annexed. 

T*^e professional knowledge of Doctor Rich- 
ard 1 1 oilman, acting surgeon, and Doctor Alex- 
ander Montgomery, acting surgeon's mate, 
added to their assiduity and the benevolent 
attentions and assistance of Mr. D. P. Adams, 
the chaplain, saved the lives of many of the 
wounded ; tltosc gentlemen have been inde- 
fatigable in their attentions to them ; the 
two first I beg leave to recommend for con- 
firmation, and the latter to the notice of the 
department. 

I must in justification of myself observe, 
that with our six twelve pounders onlv, we 
fought this action, our carronades being almost 
useless. 

The loss in killed and wounded has been 
great with the enemy ; among the former is 
the first lieutenant of the Phtehe. and of the- 
latter Capt. Tucker of the Cherub, whose 
wounds are severe. Both the Essex and 
Pho>be were in a sinking state and it was with 
difficulty they could be kept afloat until they 
anchored in Valparaiso n*xt morning. The 
battered state of the Kswe* w j||, i b«|j„ V e, 
prevent her over reaching tnghnd, and I also 
think it will be out of their power to repair 
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the damages of the Phoebe, so us to enable her 
to doable Cape Horn. All the mast* and 
yards of the Phcebe and Cherub are badly 
crippled, and their hulls much cut up ; the 
former had IS twelve pound shot through her 
below her water line, some three feet under 
water. Nothing but tlie smoothness of the 
weather saved both the Phoebe and Essex. 

I hope, sir, that our conduct may prove sa- 
tisfactory to our country, and it will testify it 
hy obtaining our speedy exchange, that we 
may again have it iu our power to prove our 
zeal. 

Commodore IJilJyar, (I am informed) ha* 
thought proper to state to his government that 
the action only lasted 45 minutes ; should he 
have done so, the motive may be easily dis- 
covered — but the thousands of disinterested 
wilJieu.es who covered the surrounding hills, 
can testify that we fought his ships near two 
hours aud an half; upwards of fifty broadsides 
were fired by the enemy agreeably to their 
own accounts, and upwards of seventy five by 
ours; except the few minutes they were re- 
pairing damages, the firing was incessant. 

Soon after my capture I entered into an 
agreement with Commodore Hillyar to disarm 
my prize the Essex Junior, and proceed with 
the survivors of my officers and crew in her to 
the United States, taking with me all her 
officers and crew. He consented to grant her 
a passport to rescue her from recapture. The 
ship was small and we knew we had much to 
Kuffer, yet we hoped soon to reach our country 
in safety, that we might again have it in our 
power to serve it. This arrangement was at- 
tended with no additional expense, as she was 
abundantly supplied wiib provisions and stores 
for the voyage. 

In justice to Commodore Hilyar, I must ob- 
serve, that (although I can never be reconcil- 
ed to the manner of his attack on the Essex, 
or to his conduct before the actiou) he has, 
since our capture, shown the greatest huma- 
nity to my wounded, (whom he permitted to 
land on condition that the United States 
should bear their expenses,) and has endea- 
voured, as much as lay in his power, to alle- 
viate the distressscs of war, by the most gene- 
rous and delicate deportment towards myself, 
my officers and crew ; he gave orders that the 
property of every person thou Id be respected; 
his orders, however, were not so strictly at- 
tended to as might have been expected ; be- 
sides being deprived of books, charts, &c. &c. 
both myself and officers lost many articles of 
our clothing, some to a considerable amount. 
I should not have considered this last circum- 
stance of sufficient importance to notice, did 
it not mark a striking difference between the 
navy of Great Britain and that of the United 
States, highly creditable to the latter. 

By the arrival of tho Tagus, a few days af 
ter my capture, 1 was informed that besides 
the ship* which had arrived in the Pacific in 
pursuit of mc, and those still expected, 



others were sent to cruize for me in the China 
Sesw, off New-Zealand, Timor and New-Hol- 
land, and that another frigate was Kent to 
the River la Plata. 

To possess the Es*ex it has rost the British 
government near six millions of dollars; 
and yet, sir, her capture was owing entirely 
to accident ; and if we consider the expedition 
with which naval contests are now decided, 
the action is a dishonour to them. Had they 
brought their ships boldly into action with a 
force so very superior, and having the choice, 
of position, they should cither have captured 
or destroyed us in one fourth the time they 
were about it. 

During the action, our consul general, Mr. 
Poiusafc, called on the governor of Valpa- 
raiso, and requested that the batteries might 
protect the Essex. This request was refused, 
but he proroissed that if she should succeed 
in fighting her way to the common anchor- 
age, be would send an officer to the British 
commander and request him to cease firing, 
but declined using force under any circum- 
stances, and there is no donht a perfect un- 
derstanding existed between them ; this con- 
duct added to the assistance given to the 
British, and their friendly reception after the 
action, and the strong bias of the faction 
which govern Chili in favour of the English, 
as well as their hostility to the Americans, in- 
duced Mr. Poinsett to leave that country.— 
Under such circumstances, I did not conceive 
it would be proper for me to claim the resto- 
ration of my ship, confident that the claim 
would be made by my government to more 
effect. Finding difficulty in the sale of 
my prizes, I had taken the Hector and Catha- 
rine to sea aud burnt them with their cargoes. 

I exchanged Lieutenant M'Knight, Mr. 
Adams, and Mr. Lyman and eleven seamen 
for part of the crew of the Sir Andrew Ham- 
mond, and sailed from Valparaiso on the 27th 
April, where the enemy were still patching 
up their ships to put them in a state for pro- 
ceeding to Bio de Janeiro, previous to going to 
England. 

Annexed is a list of the remains of my 
crew to be exchanged, as also a copy of the 
correspondence between Commodore Hillyar 
and myself on that subject. I also send yon 
a list of the prisoners I have taken during my 
cruize, amouuting to 343. 

I have the honour to be. fcc. 

D. PORTER. 

The hon. recrctanj of the nary 
of the U. S. ff ashington. 

P. S. To give you a correct idea of the 
state of the Essex at the time of her surren- 
der, 1 send you the boatswain's and carpen- 
ter's report of damages ; 1 also send you a re- 
port of the divisions. 

Extract (fa Liter from Comm. JfiUyar to «u. 

Pho-be, April 4th, 1814. 
44 My Dear Neither to our couversa- 
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(ion* nor in the accompanying letter, have I 
mentioned your sword. Ascribe* my remiss- 
ness in the first instance to- forgetfulness; 1 
consider it only in my servant's possession 
trith my own, until the master may please to 
call for it ; and although I omitted, at' the 
moment of presentation, from my mind being 
much engrossed in attending to professional 
duties, to offer its restoration, the hand that 
received it will be mostgladly extended, to put 
it in possession of him who wore it so honour- 
ably in defending his couu try's cause/' 
(Signed.) JAMES HILLTAR. 

Captain Porter. 

[Here follows a list of the killed, wounded 
and missing.') 

Aaer some conversation on the subject, 
the following correspondence took place .- 
VALPAa.uso, April 4th, 1814. 

Sir— Taking into consideration the im- 
mense distance we are from our respective 
countries, the uncertainty of the future move- 
ment of his majesty's ships under my com- 
mand, which precludes the possibility 'of my 
making a permanent arrangement for trans- 
porting the officers and crew late of the Essex 
to Europe, and the fart approaching season 
which renders a passage roitud Cape Horn in 
some degree dangerous, I have the honour to 
propose for your approbation the following 
articles, which, I hope, the government of the 
Uuited States as well as that of Great Bri- 
tain, will deem satisfactory ; and to request, 
that, should you conceive them so, you will 
favour me with the necessary bond for their 
fulfilment. 

1st. The Essex Junior to be deprived of all 
her armament and perfectly neutralized ; to 
be equipped for the voyage solely and wholly 
at the expense of the American government ; 
and to proceed with a proper American officer 
and crew (of which I wish to be furnished 
with a list, for the purpose of giving the ne- 
cessary passport) to any port of the United 
States of America that" you may deem most 
proper. 

2d. Yonrself, the oftTcers, petty officers, 
and seamen, mariues, &c. composing your 
erew to be exchanged immediately on their 
arrival in America, for an equal number of 
British prisoners of similar rank. Yourself 
and officers to be considered on their parole 
of honour until your and their exchange shall 
be effected. 

In case of the foregoing articles being ac- 
cepted, the Essex Junior, will be expected to 
prepare immediately for the voyage, and to 
proceed on it before the expiration of the 
present month : Should any of the ivounded 
at that period be found incapable of removal, 
from not being sufficiently advanced in their 
recovery, the most humane attentiou shall he 
paid them ; and they shall be forw arded home 
by the first favourable conveyance that may 
lifer. I have the honour to be, &c. 

fSigocd) JAMES IIILLYAR. 



Valparaiso. April 5th, 1814. 
Sir— I have the hononr to acknowledge the 
receipt of your several favours of yesterday's 
date. 

The conditions offered by you for our return 
to the United States are perfectly satisfacto- 
ry to me, and I entertain no doubts of their 
being equally so to my country, I therefore 
do not hesitate to pledge my honour, the 
strongest bond I can give, that every article 
of the arrangement shall, on our part, be ful- 
ly complied with. A list of the Essex Ju- 
nior's crew shall be furnished you as soon a* 
it can be made out, and her disarmament ef- 
fected with all possible despatch. 

I have the honour to be, ke. 
(Signed) D. POUTER. 

Commodore James Uillyar, coirunaiuVm^ If is 

Britannic 3hijt$ty'*jrigatc Pht^c, Faha- 

ratio. 

Commodore II illy a r sent me a paper, ccr- 
• Ufyiog, that lie had exchanged certain indi- 
viduals, tiiereiu named, making part of the 
crew of tho Sir Andrew Hammond, for an 
equal number of the most severely wouuded 
of my crew. This occasioned the folloniug 
letters : 

Valparaiso, April !, 1314. 

Sir— -I have received a paper signed by you, 
dated yesterday, stating that you had exchan- 
ged certain wounded prisoners, making part of 
my crow, for the captain and crew of the prize! 
ship Sir Andrew Hammond, which pajier I 
have taken the liberty to return to you, and 
protest, in the strongest terms, against such 
arrangement. 

In the first place, the wounded and helpless 
individuals thereiu named, do not wish such 
exchange— one died last night, and several 
others expect to share his fate. 

Secondly, should I, from any circumstances, 
bo separated from them, which would be more 
likely to be the case, than if they remained 
prisoners, their situation would be more de- 
plorablo than it is at present. Thirdly, This 
arrangement has been made without my con- 
sent, and on terras far from offering equal ad- 
vantages to the United States. 
I hare the honour to be, Ate. 

(Signed) ^ D.PPSTEJU 

Com. James Hiilvar, 

Cora. H. B. M's. frigate Ph<ebe. 

H. B. M. ship Phul«, 
Valparaiso, April 4, 1814. 
Sia — I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your tetter of this day's date, pro- 
testing against the arrangement I made m the 
paper you returned, and to express a regret 
that my wish, which was to alleviate and not 
increase the afflictions of your wounded 
officers and crew, has failed of beiug grati- 
fied. 1 am sorry that you have thought 
proper to mention the dead and dyiug, uL I 
so fully explained to you this morning, thai 
in the eveui of the loss of any, other nuuse* 
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should bo added to the fist. I shall now direct 
Capt. William Porter to consider himself still 
a prisoner of war on his parole ; but as I have 
ordered the people to go on board the Essex 
to work, under the impression that no difficu I- 
ty would arise, will liberate in exchange for 
them an equal number of prisoners, as their 
names, being seamen, shall be found to follow 
each other ou your late ship's books, and give 
up also two mates or midshipmen, for the two 
mates which are of the English party. I hope 
this may prove satisfactory to your govern- 
me nt and self. 1 am yours, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES HILLY AR. 

Capt. D. Porter. 

Valparaiso, April 5th, 1014. 
Si>— The arrangement which you have sug- 
gested respecting the exchange of the seamen 
of the Sir Andrew Hammond, fur an equal 
unmber of the seamen of the late United 
8tates' frigate Essex, as they stand on the list 
furnished you, is perfectly satisfactory. It 
wil! be a great satisfaction to the three officers 
who accompany the Essex, to know, that af- 
ter your object in taking them with you shall 
be effected, there will be no difficulty in their 

froceeding immediatly for the United States, 
take the liberty, therefore, to suggest, that 
they might be exchanged here for Captain 
William Porter and his three mates. This 
will be an accommodation to all parties, and 
reconcile the officers ko exchanged to a sepa- 
tatioii from their friends. 

I hare the houour to be, &c. 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Commodore James JJillyar, 
Commanding H. M. frigate Phoebe. 



By the President of the United Stales of 
America, 
A PROCLAMATIOX. 

Whereas it is manifest that the blockade, 
■which has been proclaimed by the enemy, 
of the whole Atlantic coast of the United 
States, nearly two thousand miles in ex- 
tent, and abounding in ports, harbours and 
navigable inlets, cannot be carried into ef- 
fect by any adequate force actually stationed 
for the purpose ; and it is rendered a mat- 
ter of certainty and notoriety, hy the mul- 
tiplied and daily arrivals and tkparhtres of 
the public and ' private armed vessels of the 
United States, and of other vessels, that 
no such adequate force has been so station- 
ed : And whereas a blockade thus desti- 
tute of the character of a regular and le- 
gal blockade, as defined and recognized 
by the established law of nations, whatever 
other purf>oses it may he made to answer, 
forms no lawful prohibition or obstacle to 
such neutral aad friendly vessels as may | 



chose to visit and trade with the United 
States: And whereas it accords with the 
interest and the amicable views of the 
United States, to favour and promote as 
far as may be, the free and mutually be- 
neficial commercial intercourse of all 
friendly nations disused to engage tiiere- 
iu, and, with that view, to afford to their 
vessels destined to the United States, a 
more positive and satisfactory security 
against all interruptions, molestations, or 
vexations whatever, from the cruizers of 
the United States : Now be it known, 
That I, James Madison, President of the 
United States, of America, do, by this my 
proclamation, strictly order and instruct 
all the public armed vessels of the United 
States, and all private armed vessels 
commissioned as privateers, or with let- 
ters* of marque and reprisal, not to inter- 
rupt, detain, or otherwise molest or vex, 
any vessels whatever belonging to neutral 
l>owers, or the subjects or citizens thereof, 
which vessels shall be actually bound and 
proceeding to any port or place within 
the jurisdiction of the United States ; but, 
on the contrary, to render to all such 
vessels all the aid and kind ofliccs which 
they may need or require. 

Given under my hand and the seal of 
the United States, at the city of 
Washington, the tweuty-ninth day 
(seal) of June^ in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, and of 
the independence of the United 
States, the thirty-eighth. 

JAMES MADISON. 
By the.Presidcnt, 
JAMES MONROE, Sccry of Slate. 



A FAINT riCTIJRE OF TI1E TIMES. 

Our whole coast blockaded — not a so- 
litary point even efficiently protected! the 
enemy in actual possession of our waters, 
in some places of our soil! our property 
pillaged—destroyed! our houses and ship- 
ping burnt! commerce annihilated ! agri- 
culture drooping! an enormous national 
debt incurred, at ruinous interest, and 
daily increasing! an empty treasury! hea- 
vy taxes, yet, though heavy, producing 
not one tenth of our expenses ! a disman- 
tled nary! an ill-appointed, ill-disciplined, 
incompetent army ! Such, my country- 
men, is our present lamentable eontlition. 

Fed. Republican. 
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Jji Ad Jot the better establishment of common 
tchools. 

Passed April 15, 1811. 
I. There shall be constituted an officer with- 
in this state, known and distinguished as the 



monies, it shall be the duty ef such trea- 
surer, to obtain from the clerk of the hoard 
of supervisors of li is county the apportionment 
thereof, to be macK; by such clerk anions; the 
several towns of his county, as is hereinafter 
superintendent of common schools ; who shall ! directed, and to give notice in writing as soon 



be appointed by the council of appoint ment, 
and >hall keep his office at the seat of govern- 
ment of this state ; an 1 be allowed an annual 
salary of four hundred dollars, payable in the 
bame maimer as is provided fbr other officers, 
by the act, entitled "an act for the support of 
gov«rumeut. 

II. It shall be the duty of the superintendent 
aforesaid, to digest and prepare plans for the, 
improvement and management of the common 
school fund, and for the^better organization of 
comnwn schools ; to pre|>are and report c>li- 
nv c and exp^i.^iture* of the school monies ; 
tJ superintend the collection thereof ; to ap- 
portion the mouies to be distributed for the 
support of common schools ; to execute such 
services relative to the sale of the lauds which 
now are, or hereafter may be, appropriated, 
as a permanent fund fbr the support of common 
schools, as may be by law required of him ; to 
give information to the legislature respecting 
all matters referred to him by cither branch 
thereof, or which shall appertain to his office; 
and generally to perform all such services, 
relative to the welfare of common schools, as 
be shall be directed to perforin; and shall, 
prior to his entering on the duties of his office, 
take an oath or affirmat ion for the diligeut and 
faithful execution of his trust. 

III. Out of the monies arising from the in- 
terest of the fund for the support of common 
schools, the sum of fifty thousand dollars shail 
continue to be annually distributed among the 
several counties of this state, for the support 
and encouragement of common schools there- 
in, until the interest of the said fund shall 
amount to ten thou sand dollars, over and above 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars; and when- 
ever, and as often as the interest of the said 
fund shall hereafter amount to ten thousand 
dollars, over and above the sum then last be- 
fore distributed, th* >.:m often tbott.a.i'I dol- 
lars shall be added to the sum then last befor 
distributed, and the whole amount be thereaf- 
ter distributed, as aforesaid, shall be apportion- 
ed by the superintendent of common schools in 
the manner hereinafter directed, and be paid 
on the warrant of the comptroller on the first 
day of February, in each and every year here- 
after, to the treasurers of the several counties 
aforesaid, entitled thereto, according to the 
apportionment thereof, to be made as aforesaid, 
and certified to the comptroller by ti e. super- 
intendent of eommou schools, aforesaid. 

IV. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of 
tach county to apply for and receive all such 
monies as shall from time to time be 
apportioned to his county, as soon as 
may be after the same shall become pay- 
able as aiorwsaid; and, ou receiviug such 



thereafter as may be to the commissioners of 
common schools, or some one of them, of each 
town in such county, of the amount of such 
monies apportioned as aforesaid, to such town, 
and to hold the same subject to the order of 
the commissioners aforesaid, of such town ; 
and, in case the commissioners aforesaid, of 
any such town, shall not apply lor and re- 
ceive such monies, so lo be apportioned to 
their town as aforesaid, before the monies, 
next thereafter payable to such county as 
afr»re«aid bo recti red br such i ea<;::er, 
nch i.ioiues, *o remaining wi*\ sueii treasurer 
vuall be added to the monies n'*rt thereafter 
to be received by him as aforesaid, and be 
apportioned and paid together with such mo- 
dies among the several towns of his county as 
aforesaid ; and. for receiving all such monies, 
and paying the same as aforesaid, such trea- 
surer sliaJI be entitled to the same compensa- 
tion, as is provided by law, for receiving and 
paying other monies which shall come into 
his hands, and shall account for all such mo- 
nies, and be under like penalties and forfei- 
tures for default therein as is provided by law, 
for, or in respect to other sums of money re- 
ceived by him. 

V. Immediately after the passing of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the superintendent 
of common schools, to apportion the said sum 
of money, to be distributed as aforesaid, 
among the several counties of tiiis state in the 
ratio of the population of such counties, as 
the same shall be ascertained by the latest 
census, whether of the United States or of 
this state, and to give notice thereof in wri- 
ting, to each of the clerks of such counties, 
setting forth the amount of money apportioned 
to his county and the time the same shall be 
payable; and whenever, and as often as tho 
amount of monies to be distributed as afore- 
< :id, shall" hereafter be increased as aforesaid, 
k.ri be uie i u < t x. duly o< ii.e superinten- 
dent, to make a new apportionment of such 
monies among the several counties of this 
state in the ratio of the population nf such 
couulies, as the same shall be ascertained by 
the then last census, whether of the United 
States or of this state, and to give notice 
thereof in writing as aforesaid, at least nine 
months before the monies so to be distributed 
shall be payable. 

VI. Whenever the clerk of any county 
shall receive notice of the apportionment of 
monies, to be distributed as aforesaid, he 
shall forthwith deliver, or transmit the same 
to the clerk of th-' board of supervisors >f such 
county, retaining a copy thereof and Hliier the 
same in his office ; and it shall b- the duty of 
the clerk of the board of supervisors of such 
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comity, immediately on receiviug such notice, 
or as soon thereafter a* may be, to apportion 
the amount of monies specified in such notice, 
among the several towns of such county, in the 
ratio of the population of such towns as tl»e 
same shall be ascertained by the then latest 
census, whether of the United states or of this 
state, and shall exhibit and lay the said no- 
tice so to be received by him, together with 
the apportionment so to be made by him as 
aforesaid, before the supervisors of such coun- 
ty, at their next meeting thereafter; and, it 
shall be the duty of the supervisors of such 
county, at such meeting, and at every annual 
meeting thereafter, to add to the sum or sums 
to be raised or levied on each of the said towns, 
for defray iog the necessary expanses tltereof, 
a sum, equal to the sum which shall be or is 
apportioned as aforesaid, to surb town, with 
the addition thereto of five cents on a dollar, 
of said sum for collection fees, and to cause 
the same to be collected within the same 
time and in the same manner as the other 
sums, to be raised and hvied on such towns 
are by law to be collected, and to cause and 
require the collector of such town, by their 
warrant to him, to pay the same when collect- 
ed, retaining his fees for collection, to the 
commissioners of common schools in such 
town, or to any or either of them, whose re- 
ceipt therefor shall be good and sufficient evi- 
dence of such payment; Provided, That if 
there shall be no commissioners of common 
schools in sucli town at the time such monies 
shall be collected as aforesaid, it shall be the 
duty of the collector of such town to pay the 
same when collec ted, into the hands of the 
county treasurer, to be by him added to and 
distributed with the monies next thereafter 
to be received and distributed by him in pur- 
suance of this act. 

VII. In every case in which the freehol- 
ders and inhabitants of any town at their an- 
nual town meeting, shall by a vote of said 
meeting, agree to raise a sum for the support of 
common schools, not exceeding three times 
the amount required by this act to be raised 
on such town, then and in such case it shall 
and may be lawful for the board of supervisors 
of the county in which such town is situate, 
to direct the sum so voted, to be raised by 
such town, to be levied and collected of the 
inhabitants of the same, in the same manner 
that other town charges arc levied and col- 
lected. 

VIII. The collector of such town shall ac- 
count for tho monies so to be collected by 
him, and paid as aforesaid, in the same man- 
ner, and in case of his default in collecting, 
paying or accounting for the same, he shall be 
liable to the same penalties and course of pro- 
cedure as is provided by law for, or in respect 
to the collection or payment of other sums of 
money to be raised or levied on such town, for 
defraying the necessary expenses thereof as 
•foresaid ; and the superrisorg of sueb county 



shall severally be liable to the same penalties 
for refusal or neglect to perform any duty re- 
quired of them by this act, as is provided for 
refusal or neglect to perform other duties in 
and by the tenth section of the act, entitled 
" an act for defraying the public and necessary 
charges in the respective counties of this state, 
and for other purposes." 

IX. The freeholders and inhabitants of each 
and every town in this state, who are or shall 
be qualified by law to vote at town meetings, 
shall annually, at their annual town meeting, 
or at any special town meeting for that pur- 
pose to be called, choose three of the inhabi- 
tants of their town, being freeholders, to be 
commissioners of common schools in such 
town ; also, a suitable number of persons, tiot 
exceeding six, being inhabitants of such town, 
who, together with the commissioners afore- 
said, shall be inspectors of common schodls in 
such town ; which said commissioners and in- 
spectors shall be chosen by ballot ; and shall 
hold their respective offices for one year, and 
until others shall be chosen in their places ; 
and in case any of the said officers so chosen, 
or to be chosen, as aforesaid, in any such town, 
shall refuse to serve, or die, or remove out of 
the town, or become incapable of serving, lie- 
fore the next annual town meeting, the vacan- 
cy consequent thereon, shall be supplied in 
the same manner as is provided for supplying 
similar vacancies in other town officers, in and 
by the act, entitled *' an act relative to the 
duties and privileges of towns;** and each of 
the officers so to be chosen or appointed to 
supply such vacancy as aforesaid, shall hold 
his office in the same nrmnner as if he had been 
elected to the same office by the freeholders 
and inhabitants of such town at their annual 
town meeting. 

X. Each of the said officers, so to be chosen, 
or appointed as aforesaid, shall, before he en- 
ters upon the execution of his office, and with- 
in fifteen days after his election or appoint- 
ment, as aforesaid, take and subscribe an oath 
before some justice of the peace, in the form 
following, that is to say, *• I do 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, (or 
affirm, as the case may be) that I will, in all 
things to the best of my knowledge and abili- 
ty, well and truly execute the trust reposed 
in me as commissioner, (or inspector as the 
case may be) of common schools, for (here in- 
sert the name of the town and county) with- 
out favour or partiality .-»• And every justice 
of the peace before whom such oath shall be 
taken and subscribed as aforesaid, rhall, with- 
out fee or reward, certify under the same in 
writing, the day and year when the same oath 
shall be taken, and subscribe his name there- 
to, and then deliver such writing to the per- 
son taking such oath, who shall within eight 
days thereafter, transmit or deliver the same 
to the clerk of the town, for which such officer, 
so taking such oath, was elected or appointed ; 
and if any such officer so chosen or appointed 
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as aforesaid, shall not take and subscribe such 
fcath as aforesaid, and transmit or deliver the 
tame as aforesaid, within the time for that pur- 
pose limited, as aforesaid, such neglect shall 
be deemed a refusal to serve in such office ; 
and if any person so chosen or appointed to 
such office as aforesaid, shall refuse to serve 
in such office, or shall serve therein before be 
shall have taken and subscribed such oath as 
aforesaid, then and in every such case, such 
person shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten 
dollars, to be recovered with costs of suit, be- 
fore any justice of the peace having jurisdic- 
tion thereof, by action of debt, the one moiety 
thereof to the use of the common schools of 
the town for which such officer was chosen or 
appointed as aforesaid, and the oilier moiety 
thereof with costs of suit, to the use of any 
person who shall prosecute lor the same to 
fcflect. 

X/. ft shall be the duty of the commission- 
ers of common schools, or the major part of 
them, to divide their respective towns inlo.a 
suitable and convenient number of school dis- 
tricts, and to alter ami regulate the same, as 
hereinafter provided ; and wherever it may 
lie convenient and necessary to form a dis- 
trict out of two or more adjoining town*, it 
•hall and may be lawful for the commissioners 
aforesaid, or the major part of them, from eacli 
fuch adjoining towns, to form such district, 
and to alter and regulate the same as afore- 
said ; and wherever it has been usual, or shall 
hereafter be found convenient and proper for 
any neighbourhood, or part of any town ad- 
joining to any other state, to send their chil- 
dren to a school in such adjoining state, it 
shall be lawful for the commissioners of com- 
mon schools in such town, or the major part 
•f them, to set off such neighbourhood or 
part of such town by itself, tor the purpose 
aforesaid ; and to alter and regulate the same 
as aforesaid : And, it shall be the further duty 
•f the commissioners of common schools afore- 
said, immediately after the formation or al- 
teration of any school district in their respec- 
tive towns, to describe and number the same, 
and to deliver the description and number 
thereof in writing, to the clerk of the town, 
who is hereby required to receive and record 
the same in the town records, without fee or 
reward ; and where a district shall be formed 
out of two or mora adjoining towns, or the 
same shall be altered as aforesaid, a descrip- 
tion and number thereof shall he made and 
delivered as aforesaid, by the commissioners 
•f common schools for the town in which the 
school-bouse of such district shall be situated ; 
Provided, That after the expiration of the 
present year, no district shall be altered by 
the commissioners aforesaid, before the tenth 
day of April, or after the teuth day of June, 
in each year, except in cases where the trus- 
tees of the district or districts to be altered, 
shall assent to such alteration. 
XJi. The cemmisiioD«ri aforesaid, shall he 



allowed the same compensation for each day 
employed by them in so forming, altering, or 
regulating school districts as aforesaid, as is 
allowed by law to the commissioners of high- 
ways, in and by the act to regulate highways ; 
and such compensation shall be paid, and the 
accounts therefor audited and settled in the 
tame mauner as is provided by law for or in 
respect to the compensation of other town of- 
ficers : And further, that the accounts of 
such commissioners for all monies to be re- 
ceived by them, under and by virtue of this 
act, shall annually be audited and «ettled by 
the board appointed by law to audit and settle 
accounts of the overseers of the poor in the 
respective towns; and the accounts of such 
commissioners shall be audited and settled in 
the same maimer as the account* of such over- 
seers of the poor arc to be by law audited and 
soft led. 

X 1 1 1. Whenever any school district shall be 
formed in any town by the commissioners of 
common schools as aforesaid, i I shaft bp the duty 
of one of the said commissioners within twenty 
days thereafter, to make a notic .11 writing, 
describing such district, and appointing a tinift 
and place for the first district meeting ; and 
to deliver such notice in writing to some one 
of the freeholders or inhabitants liable to pay 
taxes, residing in such district, whose duty it 
shall be to notify each free!. older, or inhabit- 
ant residing in such district, liable to pay taxes 
as aforesaid, by reading such untie* in the hear- 
ing of each such freeholder or inhabitant, or 
in case of hi* absence from home, by leaving, a 
copy thereof, or of so much thereof as relates 
to the time and place of meeting, at thf place 
of his abode, at least six days before the 
time of such meeting; and if any such free- 
holder or inhabitant shall neglect or refuse to 
give such notice, he shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of five dollars, to be recovered with costs 
of suit before any justice of the peace having 
cognisance thereof, by action of debt, the 
one moiety thereof to the use of the common 
schools of the town where such district shall 
be situated, to be paid to the commissioners 
of such schools, and the other moiety thereof, 
with costs of suit, to the use of any person 
who shall prosecute for the *ame to e!!ec? ; and 
in case such notice shall not be given a- afore- 
said, or the freeholders and Inhabitant of 
such district when so notified, shall neglect 
or refuse to assemble, or form a district meet- 
ing, in pursuance of such notice, or in case 
any district having been formed or organized, 
iu pursuance of such notice, shall, in the opi- 
nion of the commissioners aforesaid, be dis- 
solved by adjournment without day. or from 
any other cause whatever, it shall and may be 
lawful for the commissioners aforesaid, or" any 
of them, at any time hereafter, to renew such 
notice, which notice bcin£»; so renewed, shall 
be deliverd to some one of the said freehold- 
ers or inhabitants of such district, iu manner 
aforesaid, whew duty it Ml be W serve 
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"™™™» j*e manner and for tbT Le is ^ of ,h ?2 , l - * • Si:31 ' ** »* ld to lhc 

lah.a^T"^,^ the '-^rsor in- £ ^.fe 1 In . «*" vote 

l ab (ants ol such district, liable to pay taxes 

a* aiorraid, shall assemble together in P ur>u- 
i ce ol_ such notice, and when so assembled 

in district meeting, it .hail and may be lawful 

for them or a majority of Mich of them as 

shall be present at sueh district meeting to 

adjourn to any other time or place, and at 

inch first or any future legal district meeting, 
t shall and may be lawful lor them, or h mal 

jonty ol i such of them as shall be present as 

aforesaid, to appoint a moderator for the time 

being; to adjourn from time to time, as occa- 
sion : may require ; to li.x on a time and place for 

holdmg their luture annual meetings, which an- 

nual meeting, they are hereby authorized and 

required to hold; toehooseone district clerk to 

keep the records, and proee.dii.gsof sueh meet- 
ing who shall be qualified by oato or affirmation 

! IS? '5 ,t,e l ,na I nftar ■» town clerks by law are 

qualified, which oath or affirmation, shall be 

kept on file in the office of said district clerk ■ 

also, three trustees to manage the concerns of 

such district, and one district collector; also. 

to designate a site for their school-house ; to 

vote a tax on the resident inhabitants n f sxw ] t 

district as they or a majority of such of them 

as shall be present as aforesaid, shall deem 

sufficient to purchase a suitable site for their 

school-house, ami to build, keep in repair, and 

lurnish such school-house with necessary fuel 

and appendages ; also, to empower and in- 

struct their trustees as to the collection of 
unities due for instruction, and the exonera- 
tion of poor and indigent persons from the 
payment thereof, as is hereinafter provided ; 
and to repeal, alter, regulate, and roodiiy all 
such proceedings or any part thereof, from 
time to time, as occasion may require • Pro- 
vided A««w, No alteration as to the site of 
a school-house shall take place, but by consent 
of at least tiro commissioners of the town : 

of such district, or a majority of them, 
whenever they shall deem it necessary! to 

Inl VFu? 1 mcc } h %? 1 ' «»e "aid freeholders 
and inhabitants ol such district, notice there- 
of bcin* given as heroin after provided ; and 
no district meeting held as aforesaid, shall be 
taken or deemed illegal for defect or want of 
due notice to any of the said freeholders or 
inhabitants of such district : Provided The 

desi*n°d ^ g ' Ve * UCb a ° tiCe bG ° 0t Wi,r " 1 a,ld 
XIV. If any person not liable to pay taxes 
as aforesaid, shall vote in any district meet- 
ing, lor granting of taxes, for choice of officers 
or for any other matters contemplated by' 
this act, such pei-son so offending, and beine 
thereof convicted before any court bavin- 
cognizance thereof, shall be fined in a sum not 

lur>. at the discretion of the court, and sh *j| 



shall i >9 f« k« . ""^ "incn sucii 
shall hate been given, for the use of the 
mon school in such district 

msuict, next following tf iC time of their a D - 
pou, ment, and until others shall be appoint 
ed in their places : And in case such offi™ 
or any of then,, shall be vacated I bv Se drS 
refusal to serve, removal out of the district 
or incapacity of any such officer ; any such va- 
cancy shall not be supplied by he Jis rict at 
a special or otherdistrirt mei tin- w RhVn nnl 
month theareafter, it shall and ^ ^ S 
he to^TiTT^, 0 '. -hoots S 

ed 7, u " t r'' C!,(lls,rict sha " ,Wi " tu - 
ieu, to supply such vacancy by the amioin. 

ment of any person residing i'fsu ch ffiet 
and .such appointment shall have the s^e ef- 
fect, to all interns and purposes, as if the 
jame had been made by the district at any 
l<pl district medinc? And evcrv ocrl™ 
who shall be duly chosen o a^Xd™ 

Srto' c° r r r H " ~* ™ h offilS slia" 
rtiuse to serve therein slnfi ,:,..<•, •. j 

tbc sum, of five dollari to h. I~ l "l 
ro<i« m r i "i 1 ^- recovered « th 

«f fh»i ? " r, ' on fflf d,!bl . »' 'be name 

01, aod such snm „.| K , n rec . . .. . 

useol (|,c rommon school, ,„ , ^ . 

Hire, and l'avmrt,^,oT? h '13- ny SUCh 
deOared W, rcfu^toCpt 

«o be n.covered with coS, j- •* • 

w al „i« Irl, ., P»T»^ and whenever a 

or S clerk 1' il " Ml ^ 'be dntr 

of the frcchohl, rVit i f I,leetl, « lo each 
Wet liabte to .ay","'! ""'f "i^- 
fire ilavs beV»» ., i aforesaid, at least 

"hall be ab^cnt'fm™ . ellulll< : r < "-i»babitaut 
med^^a^Lt^''-'-^ 



abode 



be adjourned for a louder t iir «Vk 
it shall be theduty onhe c^ 
trict to put un a no;.?! • f* 0/ Sl,cn dis " 
and place of su^ a ,- ,n o^e time 

least P C of Z ' ,no^ r : i r d T* 1 ' 10 * m at 
districL at laaVtV i pub J ,c ■ J,aces «** ^ch 
«wic^ at j ew t five days before the time ap! 
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pointed for such mooting : And it shall be the 
further duty of such clerk to give notice in 
like manner of every annual meetiug to he 
held in such district : And it shall be the fur- 
ther duty of such district clerk to keep and 
preserve all records, books, writings and pa- 
pers belonzing to his office, and on the expi- 
ration of his time of service, to deliver the 



XIX. It shall be the duty of the trustee* of 
each school district, whenever a district meet- 
ing shall have voted a tax for that purpose, to 
purchase a snitableslte for their school-house, 
and to build, keep in repair, and furnish such 
school-house with necessary fuel and appen- 
dages. And it shall be the further duty of the 
trustees aforesaid, to agree with and employ 



same to his successor in office, in the same all teachers to be employed in such district : 



manner as the town clerk is required by law 
to deliver all records, books and papers, be- 
longing to his office, to his successor in office. 

XVII. The collector in each school district 
shall have the same power and authority, and 
have the same tees for collecting, and be sub- 
ject to the same rules, regulations and duties, 
as respects the business of the district, which 
by law appertained to the collectors of towns 
in this sjatc. 

X VIII. It shall be the doty of the trustees 
of each gchool district, whenever a district 
meeting shall have voted a district tax. or as 
soon thereafter as may be, to make a rate bill 
or tax list, which shall raise the sum voted 
Tor, with five cuts on a dollar of said sum for 
collector's fees, on nil the taxable inhabitants 
residing in such district, agreeable to the as- 
sessment of the last preceding town tax. and 
on other taxable inhabitants in such district 
on tlie last assessment roll, in projiortion to 
their taxable property under this act ; and to 
annex to mch tax list or rate bill, a warrant. 



Provided, That no teachers shall be employed 
by them, who shall not have received the cer- 
tificate of approbation from the inspectors of 
schools, as herein after provided : And it shall 
be the further duty of the trustees aforesaid, 
to pay the wages of such teachers, out of the 
monies which shall come into their hands from 
the commissioners of common schools afore- 
said, so far as such monies shall be sufficient 
for that purpose ; and the residue of the wages 
of such tcacbervsball he collected by the trus- 
tees of such district, unless such teachers shall 
agree to collect the same, from all such per- 
sons as shall be liable therefor respectively. 
And it shall and may be lawful for the trus- 
tees of such district, when thereunto authoriz- 
ed and empowered by any legal meeting ot" 
such district, or a majority of such meeting, 
to exonerate from the payment of the wages 
of Mtch teachers, or the residue aforesaid, of 
such wages, all such |»oor persons within their 
district as they shall think proper ; and to 
collect the whole of the said wages, or the 



and to deliver the same to the collector of whole of the residue tiiereof aforesaid, from all 
such district, which warrant shall be sabs tan- 1 such other persons, as shall not be so exonera- 



tially as followelh : 

County of ss. To 

collector of the district, in the town of 

in the county aforesaid. Greeting : 
In the name of the people of the state of \cw- 
York, you arc hereby required and command- 
ed to collect from each of the inhabitants of 
said district, the several sums of money writ- 
ten opposite to the name of each of said in- 
habitants, in the annexed tax list, and within 
thirty days after receiving this warrant, to 
pay the amount of the monies by you collect- 
ed, into the hands of* the trustees of said dis- 
trict, or some one of them, and take their or 
his receipt therefor. Awl if any one or more 
of said inhabitant* shall neglect or refuse to 
pay the sum, you arc hereby further command- 
ed to levy on the goods and chattels of each 
delinquent, aud make sale thereof according 
to law. Given under our hands and seals, this 
day of 181 
[L.S.] ) 

[l s j ^ Trustees ' 

And if the sum or sums of money payable by 
anv person named in such tax list or rate bill, 
shall not be paid by him or collected hy virtue 
•f the said warrant, within the time therein 
limited, it shall be lawful for the trustees 
nforosaid to renew such warrant In respect to 
delinquent person. 



ted thrrefrom, and shall be liable therefor as 
aforesaid. And it shall and may be lawful for 
the trustees aforesaid, when thereunto autho- 
rized and empowered as aforesaid, to ascertain 
and settle as often as they shall think proper, 
by examination of the returns or school lists 
of their teacher, by him for that purpose to 
be kept, and certified on oath, before auy jus- 
tice of the peace, to be ju t and true, the 
number of days for which each such person, 
not so exonerated as aforesaid, shall be liable 
to pay for instruction, and the amount payable 
by each such person aecordiug to such liabili- 
ty ; and to make out a rate bill, which shall 
contain the name of each such person liable 
to pay for instruction as aforesaid, and not so 
exonerated therefrom as aforesaid, together 
with the amount payable by each such per- 
son, according to such liability ; and to aimer 
to such rate bill, a warrant, in the same man- 
ner and form as is provided in the last prece- 
ding section of this act, in cases of rate bills or 
tax lists, therein mentioned ; and to deliver 
such rate bill, with such warrant thereunto 
annexed, to the collector of such district, who 
shall execute the same in the same manner an 
is provided for other warrants to be directed 
and delivered to him ; and it shall be the fur- 
ther duty of the trustees aforesaid, whenever 
they shall exonerate any person or persons 
from the payment of any wages by virfWc of 
the aforesaid powers to certify their proceed- 
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tern contained in the several town reports 
aforesaid, and transmit the same to tiie super- 
intendent of common schools ; whose duty it 
shall be. annually, on or before the first Tues- 
day in February, to make a report to the le- 
gislature, embracing all the matters contem- 
plated by this act. 

XX VII. For the purposes of this act, the 
city of Hudson, and each of the wards of the 
city of Schenectady, shall be considered 
towns. 

XXVIII. That out of the school monies ap- 
portioned, from time to time, to the connty 
of Albany, the city of Albany shall have its 
proportion with the towns in the county, ac- 
cording to its population ; and such proportion 
•hall be paid by the treasurer of the county 
of Albany, into the hands of the trustees of 
the Lancaster school in said city, to be appli- 
ed to the education of such poor children, re- 
siding in said city, who shall be iu the opinion 
of the trustees, entitled to gratuitous educa- 
tion: Provided, That the said trustees shall 
annually account to the county for the faith- 
ful application of such money, according to 
the true intent and meaning of this act. 

XXIX. Whenever any new town shall be 
erected, out of any other town or towns, the 
monies shall be apportioned, from time to 
time, to such town or towns, from which such 
new town shall have been erected, shall be 
divided between the said towns, in the same 
proportion, and manner, as the poor of the 
town, and the money in the hands of the over- 
seers of the poor, is in such case, by law to 
be divided. 

XXX. No person shall be taxed for build- 
in?; or erecting any sehool-house, who shall 
have been lawfully assessed and has actually 
paid a tax for the aforesaid purpose, in any 
ease where such person shall be set olT to an- 
other district contrary to bis wishes. 

XXXI. The act, entitled " an act for the 
establishment of common schools." passed 
the 19th of June, 1812, be and the same is 
hereby repealed, from and after the first day 
of July next : Provided, That such repeal 
shall not invalidate, or in any manner affect 
the appointment of any officers, made in pur- 
suance of the act hereby repealed, or the 
performance of any act, matter or thing, done 
in pursuance of the said act ; but all officers 
appointed or chosen, and until the said first 
day of July, to be appointed or chosen, and 
all acts, matters or tliiugs, done or suffered, 
and until the said first day of July, to be done 
or suffered, under or in pursuance of the act 
hereby repealed, shall be and continue there- 
after, good and sufficient, for the purposes of 
this act, so far as the same shall be applicable 
thereunto, in the same mauner as if such officers 
bad been appointed or chosen, and such acts, 
matters or things, done or suffered, under and 
in pursuance of this act : And provided far- 
ther. That nothing herein contained, shall be 



construed to extend to, or in anv manner af- 
fect the act, entitled "an act supplementary 
to the act, entitled " an act for the establish- 
ment of common schools," pasted March 12, 
1813, or any act passed at the present session 
of the legislature. 

XXXII. That immediately after the pas- 
sing of this act, the superintendent of com- 
mon schools, shall cause to be printed and pub- 
lished five thousand copies of this act. and 
shall distribute the same among the several 
towns in this state, in such manner as he shall 
think proper; and for defraying the expenses 
of printing, publishing and distributing the 
the same, the sum of five hundred dollars, or 
so much thereof as shall be sufficient for that 
purpose, shall be paid to the said superin- 
tendent, on the warrant of the comptroller, 
out of auv monies in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 



Copy of a letter from Lieut. Basselt to John 
H. Dent, Esq. commanding naval officer, 
Charleston, S. Carolina. 

St. Helena Island, July 2, 1814. 

Sir — The paiuful task of informing you of 
the particulars o> the lo»s ol the United States 
schooner Alligator, 1 am' now able to under- 
take.— On the first of July, at 3 P. M. while 
at anchor in the Port Royal bound, with lower 
yards down, and top gallant mast housed, a 
heavy dark cloud rose in the west, and coming 
rapidly by us. The squall when within about 
a mile had the appearance of a water spout 
or whirlwind ; supposing from its appearance 
it would upset or destroy us, I thought the 
only way to save the vessel would be (orun 
her on shore, as it was first quarter flood ; the 
cable was cut and the head of the jib hoisted ; 
when before the wind she was struck by a most 
tremendous blast, but uo injury was done ; it 
then cleared up, the small bower was let go 
and the vessel brought up. In ten minutes 
she was struck by another still more violent 
gust, and instantly upset ; the cable was again 
cut in hopes that she would drive on shore, but 
all to uo purpose; she sunk in ibur fathom 
water; some of the meu attempted to gain 
the shore by swimming, but dreadful to relate, 
only four succeeded, twenty-three were drown- 
ed ; among the number 1 have to lament the 
loss of two promising young officers, Midship- 
men Brailsford and Rogerson. Nineteen have 
I been found and interred in this island. Messrs. 
Brailsford and Rogerson were interred in the 
church yard by the gentlemen of hit. Helena, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

It. BASSETT. 

Twelve including myself were saved on th« 
head of the iua>t. R. B. 

Drowned, 19 — Not f und, 4 — Saved, 16. 

R. BASSETT, Lt. Comdt. 
a. schooner Alligator. 



Digitized Google 



THE EXAMINER. 




NEW-YORK, SATURDAY. .11 LV 30, 1814. 



NO. 11. 



MINTED A Nil Pt'BIiliHKI) EVKRV SATtRDAT, 

BY BARENT GARDEMEM, 



i 

AT FIVE DOLLARS PER ANNUM. 



during i ] lt . proscriptions of th* laiter, 
children yet reeking with Mow!, came to 
receive rewards for their parricide ; that 
Cataline, a name forever connected with 
infamy, after murdering his own brother, 
behold the jictlre— is it like ? and prevailing upon Sylla to include his 
If proof was wanted of the real objects victim among the proscribed that the 
of our thorough going jacobins, it is am- murderer might inherit his estate, brought, 
fdy furnished by their unvaried approba-jin return for the favour, the head of a ra- 
tion of all the horrors that hare charac-!' a *ion of Marius,and then went and washed 
tensed revolutionary France. We have j bis bands in the lustral water of Aj» 

U». These were the action? of pa? -ma, 
and have excited abhorrence through all 
succeeding ages, but it was reserved for 



seen them Ire devoted adherent* and eu- 
logists oi every successive dominant par- 
ty in that ill fated couutry, Irora tlie dc- 



of thebastiie to the ioaugura- modern jacobinism, not only to equal, but 



tion of the Corsican \ with a degree of ef- 
rroutery, which nothing but an utter cal- 
lousness of mind could produce, they have 
not only advocated the cause of every 
faction, during its hour of crime, but sup- 
ported it as wsalously, as tbey had previ- 
ously maintained the cause of those, 
whom that faction had^estroyed. 

The solution to such apparently pre- 
posterous, conduct is, that they are en- 
gaged in furthering the work of destruc- 
tion, arid as long as the business of de- 
struction is making progress, it is sure to 
eeceive their hearty approbation. If this 
was not so, if jacobinism was not bent on 
effecting the overthrow of all that is valu 
able in policy, and sacred in religion, or 
had not at least enjrawd in such a conrs«- 



to surpass them; it was for men living un- 
der the christian dispensation, and know- 
ing that the voice of centuries had con- 
signed the Roman dictator to detestation, 
to approve and recommend for imitation, 
conduct more cruel, more imjiious than 
his. We have lived to see that idol of 
jacobinicaldevotion,revolutk)n?iryPrance, 
encourage the child to bring his parent to 
the scaffold, the wife to betray her hus- 
band, not for any act done, or even at* 
tempted, but merely for entertaining sen- 
timents branded by the death devoting ty- 
ranny of the day, with the name of ma- 
ram. In her, we have seen political as- 
sassins, under the pretence of establishing 
a republic, hunting men of wealth and 
l>rol>ity to the grave, for no cause, but be* 



as must lead <o this end, bow is U to be cause they were rich and virtuoi's; there 
conceived, that it would have exulted at too, we have seen avowed infidelity doom- 
deeds, that fiends would almost shudder tp| ing priests whose consciences would not 
commit. Wherever it lias prevailed, it allow them to make shipwreck of their 
has seldom failed to remind us of the religion, to the bottom of the sea. At 
proscriptions of the second triumvirate, scenes like these, jacobinism rejoiced, the 

groans of its victims were music to its 
ears, their blood was delicious to its taste, 
it enjoyed their ajronics ; but it did not stop 



or the yet more shocking cruelties of Ma- 
rius ami Sylla. I have read in earlier 
days, and God knows without the most 
distant conception that it would ever fall 
ta my lot to record similar outrages, that 



here, not content with wreaking vengeance 
upon man, it assailed Heaven itself. I 
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added blaaphamy to ernelry, and in deri- 
aton of a christian sacrament, called 
the drowning of priests and females shut 
Hp by hundreds in the holds of sunken 
Jesse's, bestowing upon Ihem national 
baptism I Acts like these constituted the 
amusements of jacobins, and were ac- 
counted a discharge of duty ; they had 
discovered something of more conse- 
quence to man than his happiness, of 
greater importance in the scale of being, 
than He from whom all being proceeds, 
and as might be expected paid the new dei- 
ty the highest honour, the God of their fa 



up whatever came in competition with it. 



ent its commands, they were not only 
yielded to with alacrity, but always found 
a ready vindication ; when Louis the 
XVI. was condemned to die, for the 
breach of a constitution, which constitu- 
tion expressly declared that if he should 
break it, his life was sacred,, jacobins saiu 
his death was necessary to preserve good 
government; when they overturned the 
foundations of political institutions, they 
called it establishing society; they spread 
devastation over the fairest part of Eu« 



wishes could depose him, and the blood 
and crime nursed demon of the day in- 
stalled in his place ; cvrry thing yielded 
to this new object of idolatry, ancient 
usages, tics of kindred, principles of vir- 
tue, religion, the human race itself, all 
were prostrated before this modern Mo- 
loch, whose votaries increased their at- 
tachment in proportion to the evils he in- 
flicted. Some three or four hundred years 
ago, there was a pirate of Dunkirk, who 
announced himself as the friend of God, 
and the enemy of all mankind, and yet I 
never learnt that this annunciation procu- 
red him many followers ; in these later 
days of superior improvement, however, 
enthusiasts enough have been found, eager 
to engage in a cause, which, whatever 
were its promises, produced nothing but 
Proud as this age is or its ac 



thera was deposed, as fa* as impiety end rope by way of improving the state of 

man, and prevailed upon others^ to say 
they had improved it ! even when the 
atrocities of jacobinism sickened every 
hearer, its advocates were still steady to 
their purpose, they were always at their 
post, its punishments they owned to be 
severe, but they were necessary ; it was 
true that they did not always fall upon the 
culpable, but it was impossible in the con- 
fusiou of the times, to discriminate be- 
tween the innocent and guilty ; disorders 
were inseparable, fiom so great a revolu- 
tion, ami should be submitted to, in con- 
sideration of the immense benefits they 
were ultimately to produce. They were 
submitted to, they were courted, they 
were increased, as it was to be suppo- 
sed that they would be, by men mad enough 
to believe that to destroy is to preserve, 
antl who encourage mi, that gowl may 
quircments, and vain of the progress of I come of it. So complete indeed was the 



human intellect, a very little reflection 
upon the asceudancy which jacobinism ob- 
tained' in modern Europe, should be suffi- 
cient to overwhelm us with shame. It has 
indeed shorn man of his honours : like the 
pestilence it has marked its course by the 
ruin it made, but with this difTarence, that 
it destroyed morals as well as life ; for 
wherever it has been known to prevail, 
law, good faith, natural affection, all tliat 
our fathers revered has been destroyed. 
Its influence, like Aaron's rod, swallowed 



insanity, and with many it is so even to 
this hour, that had the revolutiona- 
ry frenzy destroyed nineteen-twentieths 
of our race, and entailed the seve- 
rest evils upon the remainder, yet, had 
jacobinism succeeded in putting down all 
regular governments ; her disciples would 
have called upon the miserable survivors- 
to rejoice for the benefits they had acquir- 
ed. The tragedy, however, closed sooner, 
and as was foretold, in the gloom of despo- 
tism; thus setting the joint seal of fob? 
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ing in (heir steps. And now let me ask, 
have we Americans, profited by what we 
have witnessed ? It Lh to be feared not 
sufficiently. Revolutionary France still 
has her approvers ; in the face of salt its 
terrors, in despite of experience, French 
jacobinism claims supporters here. It can 
show, men who burn, and pant, to intro- 
duce it anions us, who recur to the pro- 
ceedings of Parisian clubs with delight ; 
and with demoniac eagerness, advise the 
erection of similar ones in this country of 
law and justice. Could it be tlroitght 
that a human being was to be found 
so lost, so depraved, that witnessing 
the course of jacobinism in France, its 
commencement in levelling, its progress 
in guilt, and its termination in a tyranny 
that threatened to embrace the whole 
earth; that beholding the rivers of blood it 
has shed, ami the wide ruin it has occa- 
sioned, he would in the face of these, and 
the detestation of all Europe, stickle for 
the monster. And yet, al most inconceiv- 
able as it is, we have suc.li men, perhaps 
not a few such; we can show assassins at 
Baltimore, and their abettors here, who 
lack nothing but courage and op|K>rtunity 
to equal their barbarities. Men who de- 
file our prints with invitations for the 
erection of Mum ma Clubs, to organize a 
system of murder, and like their Parisian 
prototypes, seated around a table covered 
with emptied bottles and ends of segars, 
doom their honest and sober neighbours 
to the scaffold. 



and wickedness, on its original authors, ty thousand troops, according to bulletin ac- 
counts, were assembled for service under Na- 
poleon in the north ; and they were furnished 
tor war, according to modern improvements 
iu the art. What deduction should be made 
for the difference between actual strength and 
display on paper ? If twenty-eight myriads or 
about two-fifths of the whole be allowed for 
infirmities, and deficiencies of every sort, tbc 
four hundred thousand effective troops, amply 
provided, highly disciplined, instructed by ex- 
perience, combined with scientific skill, and 
led by distinguished officers, were the milita- 
ry essence of a vast population. The inva- 
sion of tbc Russian empire was commanded 
by Napoleon, and the Xicmen was passed in 
the month of June 1812. In autumn, crim- 
soned with frarnage, and abhorred by millions, 
the destroyer reached the ancient residence 
of the czars. 

In the southern peninsula of Europe, 
French invasion had been felt at Madrid and 
Lisbon. Spain and Portugal wore occupied 
in contending agaiast the Bonapartean usur- 
pation. And Don Onis was sent as minister 
from Spain to the United States, with authori- 
ty for negotiating au arrangement concerning 
territorial boundaries, and an adjustment of 
other interests. The Spanish title to the co- 
lonies of West Florida, and East Florida, as 
acknowledged according to the Spanish text 
in the treaty of friendship and limits between 
the United States and Spain, had not been 
relinquished by any of the Spanish national 
authorities — to say nothing of any of the Bo- 
napartean pretensions. Instead of receiving 
Don Onis, and agreeing to a settlement, troops 
of the United States were ordered into Flo- 
rida. 

Movements were made towards the north. 
The act of war in the United States was sign- 
ed in June 1812, and the invasion of Canada 



COMMERCIAL POLICY. 
NO. VI. 

Russia would not stop all commercial inter- 
course with the British islands and all com- 
merce in British productions, although the 
will of Napoleon was signified. 

The treaty of Tilsit, in July 1807, was sign- 
ed as a treaty of peace. It was followed by 
preparations for war. Six hundred and eigb- 



The flames arose from 
warriors were made a feast lor wolves and 
vultures. 

From the southern peninsula, the storm of 
war was driven back upon the French inva- 
ders. The allied standards of catholics and 
protestants, vindicating the cause of national 
freedom, and forcing the barrier of the Pyre- 
nees, were seen on the territory of France. 

From Russia In Europe ami distant 
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of Asia, from Prussia, from Sweden, from Aus- 
tria, Bavaria, Germany, arisen in the great 
cause of nations, the forces have halted on 
the hanks of the Seine. 

The deliverance of Germany and the Neth- 
erlands being achieved, the Bonapartean power 
is demolished in France. And no European 
country is found to countenance the cabinet 
pretension for which the United States have 
been kept in war. If truly understood, can 
such a pretension be the cause of any country 
Whatever ? It is not the cause of regulated 
freedom and peace. H is the cause of con- 
fusion and discord. 

A general immunity like a- privilege of sanc- 
tuary has been claimed, as in the name of the 
United States, for persons on hoard a private 
vessel traversing the high sea and 'displaying 
some coloured bunting aloft, although every 
officer under the master and every one of the 
crew might be a foreigner. It is not a claim 
for the benefit of people of the United States, 
in fact. Except in ease of a shipmaster, that 
cabinet pretension does not require the em- 
ployment of any American or neutral mari- 
ners on board the vessel. On theenntrary, it 
would encourage the confusion of foreigners 
and belligcrants with Americans and neutrals 
in navigation. Such is the disregard of Ame- 
rican and ueutral privileges, such is the mari- 
time anarchy, for which a cessation of arms 
wa« refused by the cabinet in the autumn of 
1812. 

That vague pretension, at once superficial 
and anarehiaJ, is not warranted by the general 
law and usage of modern Europe. Among 
modern improvements, those in maritime le- 
gislation have a characteristic importance as 
they concern the order and consequent peace 
of the maritime world. According to the 
general sense of Europe, the government of 
every country having communications by sea, 
has been free to exercise the right of making 
laws for distinguishing the maritime interests 
of such country from foreign interests, and to 
encourage the ship owners and mariners of 
the country by privileges not allowed to stran- 
gers. All Europe at this time docs not coun- 
tenance such a disordered pretension as has 
been advanced by the cabinet in the United 
States for continuing this war. 

If we trace the European coasts, from the 
straits of Gibraltar to the Waijptz within the 



arctic circle, we find no country whose admuid> 
tration at the present time, is so untutored, 
as to insist on a maritime pretension so desti- 
tute of national or neutral basis. Such a pre- 
tension was not the object of the armed neu- 
trality in 1780. The claims urged by the 
northern powers at tliat time, had reference to 
cargoes ; while the necessity of a neutral ba- 
sis in navigation was unquestioned. The ves- 
sels were to be owned and navigated accord- 
ing to the principle* of neutrality : Tl.cy 
were to be nentral vessels. 

According to the principles of maritime lr> 
gislation, a* unfolded in Europe, aud general- 
ly acknowledged on the part of the maritime 
powers, a character of nationality, or neutral- 
ity in navigators, has been considered essen- 
tia! for constituting the National or neutral 
character of commercial vessels. And forma! 
regulations have been prescribed with regard 
to the characteristics for different countries, 
It has been competent lor the goveruraeot'dF 
county to* provide by taw'for 

securing the interest of the ship owners aud 
manners of the country. The English and 
French governments have been seen attend- 
ing to maritime legislation in the seventeenth 
century. From the close of that century to 
the present time, the law of France exhibits 
an example of such maritime confusion as be- 
longs to the cabinet policy of the United 
States. 

When the attention of England had been' 
turned to maritime commerce and coloniza- 
tion, in the seventeenth century, the English 
government was assuming a commercial cast. 
Questions between the crown and parliament, 
had given indications of an approaching rup- 
ture, landed estate rendered service to the 
kiug. Maritime interests favoured the par- 
liament. Cavaliers and Roundheads were in 
arms, and five thousand combatants lav on the 
field of battle in Octbber 1642. The strug- 
gle of blood, on the island was begun. • 

England had groaned under a tyranny un- 
known in other countries of feudal Europe. 
The policy of tenures as adopted for military 
security in an iron age, had been perverted for 
purposes of powerful oppression. To the mi- 
litary services which were conditions of fieft 
as originally established, there succeeded 
compensations or pecuniary assessments, witk 
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perquisites aud appendages which, were ex- 
acted as incidental to tbe feudal tenures*— 
such exactions were abuses of a military po- 
licy, and had been enforced with the rigour of 
high prerogative. They were prostrated with 

4 



which grew oat of feudal institutions* the 
hound s of wise reform were passed by the 
Jon* parliament. Visionary seal* tbe influ- 
•cjk-c of party and sect* with ambitious spirits 
who eould manage the zealots, gained the as- 
Members of parliament, wi» could 



seduced or impelled into measures at war 
with the great interests of the cause which 
they proposod to cherish. Lucrative appoint- 
•ments were shared as prizes among partisans ; 
while heavy impositions and arbitrary acts 
the community. Aflkirs were go- 




of deliberation, and insulted the 
Tights of tbe people with the representative 
•principle. The parliamentary body -was re- 
-dueed to tl>e organ of wild projects and fac- 
tious violeuce. Amidst the geueral sufferance 
•of evils which followed their abuses or power, 
the self-admirmg oppressors could talk of their 
.patriotic devotion, while they made traffic of 
politics, and were occupied about their own 
domination. The chamber of the commons 
was a theatre of political rant aud sectarian 
■extravagance. Continued ravings at length 
gave disgust, and were followed by indigna- 
tion or contempt Cromwell presented him- 
self. He spoke, and stamped. The rump 
parliament was dispersed. 

Having been discontinued several years 
when Charles the second was placed ofl the 
throne, in 1660, the feudal exactions were 
abolished entirely and forever. In that year, 
it may be recollected, the statute concerning 
shipping and navigation was passed, which 
allowed no vessel in trade to enjoy the privi- 
leges of the English character unless owned 
entirely by English people, and having the 
master with three-foorths of the msriaers 
linglish. By a subseqnent act, during the 
same session, the military tenures with all 
their heavy appendages were destroyed at 
one blow. It was decided, '*bat the court 
«rf wards and Ureries, and all wardships, live- 



ries, primer seisins, and ousterhnnaios, values 
and forfeiture* of marriages, by reason of any 
tenure of the king cr others, be totally taken 
away : aud that all fines for alienations, te- 
nures by homage, knight's service, and escu- 
age, and also aids for marrying the daughter 
or knighting the sou. and all tenures of tbe 
•kingiftsqpiic, be likewise taken away/' The 
great -charter with other -public transactions 
had pruned luxuriances which grew out of tbe 
military tenures. This act extirpated the 
whole, and demolished both root and branch. 

The general fact is memorable in connex- 
ion with the advancement of commerce, as it 
indicates tbe decline of the feudal policy 
which arose on the rains of tbe Roman em* 
pirc of the west. It is illustrative of the ten- 
dency to important changes in government. 
It is distinguished among tbe transactions 
which denote the progress towards a new cast 
of human affairs. Maritime commerce was 
followed by claims of privilege against exer- 
tions of feudal prerogative. And the result 
was decisive, in 1688, against the jacobite 
pretensions to dominion. 

After the union of Eugland and Scotland, tn 
the former part of the eighteenth century, the 
efforts for dominion on the part of the preten- 
der and bis adherents were like efforts of tbe 
rear of a defeated host, broken after traits of 
adventurous daring, and routed irrecoverably. 
At the present time, the race of the jacobite 
princes is extinct. Tbe names of Pope and 
Pretender have ceased to be signals of En- 
glish alarm, as the Mahometan and Ottoman 
names have ceased to alarm Christendom. 

Surrounding seas, deep liarbours and navi- 
gable rivers afforded facilities for external 
and internal commerce, with characteristic 
advantages for maritime establishments. And 
commercial sentiments were so prevalent in 
Knglatid that stipulations were inserted in the 
great charter, for assuring the liberties' and 
free customs of cities, boroughs, towns and 
ports, and particularly for the security of 
merchants in their persons and effects. In 
the time of Atbelstan, the distinction of a 
thane was given to a merchant who accom- 
plished three voyages over sea upon ?>is own 
account, (jure thani sil dignvM.) And 41 the 
protection of a maritime strength** was" appre- 
ciated by Alfred tbe great. 

The -law of AtbeMan for conferring on a 



Digitized by Google 



171 



THE EXAMINER 



merchant the rank of a Uianc, or a gentleman, 
is more especially observable wltcn compared 
wkh an article io the French ordinance of the 
marine, given by Louis the fourteenth at Fou- 
taiubleaii, in August, 168 1 . This purported, 
that French subjects of auy quality or condi- 
tion whatever, might cause vessels to be built 
or bought, fit them out for themselves, freight 
tuein to others, and carry on trade by sea ; 
and that geutlemen should not therefore be 
couridered as doing any act derogatory to 
their quality, if they did not sell by retail. 

France was a continental power whose gene- 
ral character in the seventeenth century was 
less commercial than the EngRsh^ And it 
was near the close of the eighteenth century, 
when the feudal institutions iu France were 
all prostrate with the government. The na- 
tional assembly decreed the abolition of feu- 
dality with the vassal appendages. And the 
feudal allotments of provinces were superse- 
ded by dividing the French territory into de- 
partments. 

This being done, a visionary frame of go- 
vernment was voted by the national assem- 
bly, acting as a constituent body. And it 
was followed by revolutionary agitations and 
horrors. The passions in mass were excited 
and inflamed. Violent ebullitions broke over 
social and sacred barriers : and the desolation 
burst forth upon France and Europe. 

Public transactions in the restoration of the 
Bourbons in 1814, are decisive of the abolition 
of feudality and vassalage in France. The 
policy of tenures had existed for centuries. 
Fiefs were known among the Franks before 
the system was generally prevalent in Italy. 
When the Lombard forces were settled in 
cantonments southward of the Alps, and the* 
command of the districts on the Tibor was 
allotted to an officer with ducal rank, the 
forms and names of Roman institutions were 
abolished, and Rome was made a feudal de- 
pendency. That memorable event was in 
the sixth century. The system of feudal em- 
pire arose on the mi us of Roman grandeur 
and arts. After the feudal policy was insti- 
tuted, more than twelve hundred years were 
numbered, when the world felt the tdiook of 



for the ordering of maritime affairs, were con- 
tinned In substance, although with some 
changes of name, and under modifications cor- 
responding to the new geographical division. 
And additions were made to what the law be- 
fore the revolution had required substantially. 

According to a decree of the national as- 
sembly in 1790, French citizens exercising the 
maritime professions, being bolden for public 
service at sea or in the arsenals, were to be 
classed and inscribed on the rolls of the clas- 
ses, and called to the service according to 
their profession and grade, each one in turn 
according to roll. Those who might be em- 
barked on board a commercial vessel were to 
be registered on the roll of equipage as in 
time past. 

The commissioners established in the quar- 
ters beiug continued, were to keep the en- 
rolments of the seafaring people of their quar- 
ter. They were equally charged with Um 
furnishing and delivering of rolls of equipage, 
and the certifying of extracts of pieces uecev 
sary to prove the state (Petal) of the seafaring 
people, and their conditions of engagements 
in the merchant service. The general princi- 
ples of regulations which existed in 1757, were 
recognized by this decree, concerning French 



in 1791, 
to bedis- 



the I rene], revolution. 

Amidst the mostratiou of feudal es taWish- 
ments and distinctions in France, the general 
regulations, adopted before the revolution 



A decree of the national 
directed the quarters of the 
tributed conformably to the 
division of the realm. 

The national assembly was succeeded by 
the legislative assembly of one chamber, 
whidi called a national convention. 

In September, 1793, the national conven- 
tion decreed tl.e French act of navigation, 
which was announced, by the committee of 
public safety, as proclaiming the liberty of 
commerce. It is evident, the subject had 
been examined with attention. A report had 
been presented in the name of the commit- 
tees of marine, of commerce, and of |Kiblte 
safety, aud was priuted by order of the con- 
vention, in the preceding July, with a pro- 
ject for an act of navigation. By that project, 
it appears, the general principles of the se- 
cond, and third, and fourth articles of the act 
of navigation, as decreed in September, 
were presented for consideration on the 34 
of July, 1793fl The fifth article required the 
-tariff of .the enstonis to be r*forn*Nt and com- 
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bmed with the act of navigation. And the 
sixth article required the decree, without de- 
lay, to be solemuly proclaimed in the Freucb 
ports and commercial cities, awl notified by 
the minister of foreign affairs to the nations 
at peace with the French. 

With the act of navigation, as decreed in 
the sitting of the 21st of Seplember,1793, the 
convention passed another decree, which re- 
garded licences for vessels, and the French 
ownership of cargoes for the commerce be- 
tween France and any of the French colonies 
or settlements. The two decrees, with the 
report of the committee of public safety, 
were ordered to be printed, transmitted to 
the departments and to the armies, and trans- 
lated into all languages. 

A formal statement of principles relative 
to maritime commerce, so attentively exa- 
mined, so confidently announced and decreed, 
to solemnly proclaimed in France, so exten- 
sively made known to the world, must be ad- 
mitted as plenary evidence oi* sentiment* 
there entertained on the interesting subject. 
When it is seen that the same principles have 
prevailed in the maritime law of France from 
that time to the present, will any description 
of persons in the United States desire more 
complete demonstration of the concurring 
sentiments, of all the varieties of French go- 
vernment, with regard to national rights in 
navigation ? 

According to the first article of the French 
4Ct of navigation, the commercial treaties, as 
existing in force between France and other 
powers, were to be executed. 

The second article has respect to the requi- 
sites for constituting the French character in 
navigation. This article requires the vessel 
to be of French construction, or declared 
prize of war, or confiscated fof contravening 
the laws ; and here we are reminded of the 
law of the United States with regard to the 
original title within the country. This arti- 
cle requires the ownership of the vessel to be 
French eutirely : and in this respect it is 
aualgaous to the law of the United States. — 
This article further requires the officers and 
three-fourths of the crew to be French. The 
rule was explicit and decisive, that after the 
first day of January, 1794, no vessel should 
be reputed French, nor have right to the 
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qualification of navigating, 
qualification of ownership as 1 
Unless the private vessels are owned entirely 
by French proprietors, and navigated by 
French officers, with French sailors for tbree- 
fourtbi of the crews, they have nqt the chat 
racter of French vessels. If they proceed to 
sea without being so owned and navigated, 
they are not entitled to the privileges oftbe 
Frew* vessels while traversing the ocean, or 
on arrival in forelgu countries, or on return- 
ing to France. 

In this view, the country of the navigator* 
is an interest! g consideration, a principle of 
primary importance with regard to national 
privileges in navigation. It is an inquiry 
which reaches the whole subject or the war 
by sea which has been continued upon this 
country. And in this country there exists a 
national and constitutional competence to fi- 
nish the whole maritime controversy. Ixit it 
be clearly understood ! According to a provi- 
sion of law in the United States, no person is 
admitted to have the command of a registered 
vessel except a citizen of the United States, 
either natural born or naturalized. But there 
is no public provision requiring any other 'offi- 
cer of the vessel to be a citizen of the United 
States or of a neutral country. And it is not 
required that any parts whatever of the crew 
be natural born, or naturalized or neutral.-* 
Yet the cabinet has insisted on a general claim 
of privilege for all the persons employed on 
board. Hero is the source of controversy, 
the pretension for keeping the United States 
in war according to the cabinet policy. In a 
pretension so loose and so regardless of coun- 
try, there is a want of national basis. It is 
not the fair claim of neutrality. The cabinet 
war is not hi tact for the interest of neutral 
mariners ; ills not for the interest of mariners 
■»aturalized% this country ; it is not for the 
interest of mariners born within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States. In fact, this war 
is not the defence of the maritime rights of 
our own country ; although, It must be con* 
leased, there have been copioM effusions of 
word* about maritime rights from politicians 
who were for having Indian lauds with Cana- 
da and Florida. 

By the third article of the French act of 
navigation, the general principle, which re- 



urivileges of the French vessels without this[gards the national character of the navigators, 
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is applied hi relation to the vessels of other 
countries. Foreign productions may be lib 
ported into France, only by vessels having the 
French character, or belonging to inhabitants 
of the countries furnishing sueh productions, 
fie >uVers, and three fourths of the foreign 
<rews, being of the country of which the Tes- 
te! carries the flag, {let officiers et trois-quarts 
det equipages etrangers eia.nl du pays dont le 
batiment parte le par Wan.) Here the distin- 
guishing principle is asserted on the part of 
France, against the confounding pretension ad- 
vanced by the cabinet in the United States. 

The fourth article of the French act of navi- 
gation, relates to the coasting trade of France, 
which is allowed to none but French vessels. 
Those of course must have French owners and 
French navigators, according to the second ar- 
ticle. 

A British act, has required vessels employ- 
ed in carrying goods coastwise, or in fishing on 
the coasts of that country, to be navigated by 
praetors and mariners, wholly and solely Bri- 
tish, except in case of a license from coromis- 
kiouers of the customs for the employment of 
foreign mariners, not exceeding one fourth in 
any vessel, for the purpose of instructing the 
British mariners in the art of fishing, or taking 
or coring fish. This act became operative 
in 1802, several years after it was passed. — 
That it has been read and considered by cabi- 
net politicians, is not to be inferred from some 
of the eflusions about a service for two years 
in time of war. After serving three years in 
the British navy during war. foreign mariners, 
on obtaining the requisite certificates of faith- 
ful service aud good behaviour, and taking the 
oath of allegiance, according to the act, were 
to be deemed qualified to be employed in Bri- 
tish navigation. But this was not to be al- 
lowed to any such mariner who djtnr becom- 
ing qualified should swear aljegljmro to any 
foreign power for any purpose whatever, ex- 
cept under the terms of some capitulation in 
war, and for the purpose of such capitulation 
•nly. 

With reference to shipments for British 
ports from other countries, the importation of 
various foreign articles has been allowed to 
none but vessels with British qualifications or 
owned in the country or place furnishing tie 
articles, and navigated by a roaster and three- 
fourths of the mariners at least, of such coun- 
try or place. 



The French and British laws have agrceTl 
hi general principles. And characteristic 
qualifications in the navigators, have been re- 
quired for distinguishing the navigation of the 
respective countries. In making laws for the 
benefit of their own people as distinguished 
from strangers geuerally, those powers have 
exercised the incontestable rights of provid- 
ing for the interests of their commerce, by 
means of soch maritime regulations, as are 
equally within the competence of every other 
maritime country. While engaged in a tre- 
mendous war about national interests, they 
have spoken by their laws, and agreed in con- 
demning the pretension w hich wants national 
character. ) 

After being solemnly proclaimed in France, 
and published in different languages, the 
French act of navigation has existed in force 
as the authoritative declaration of principles 
relative to the ownership qj the vessel^ and the 
national character of the officer* and crew.— 
These are the essential considerations for de- 
termining the general character of a private 
vessel employed in navigation, for the pur- 
pose of being reputed French so as to enjoy 
the privileges of a French vessel on the high 
sea, the law has required the ownership of the 
vessel to be entirely French. The country 
of the ship owners is regarded as essential to 
the general character. But in France this 
essential part is not supposed to be the whole. 
In connexion with this, another consideration 
is essential— the general character of the navi- 
gators with regard to country. Accordiug 
> to a further provision in the law, the same 
essential considerations were to be regarded 
in relation to vessels under colours of other 
countries. All were to be owned and naviga- 
ted in like manner by pcrson»eT the countries 
respectively. Otherwise they were not to be 
reputed the vessels of any country whatever. 
For want of national character, they were 
not to he admitted in the French ports. 

A display of coloured bunting aloft docs not 
< (institute nor prove the national character of 
a vessel. If cabinet politicians in the United 
states have not been aware of this evident 
«ruth, what sort or instructions would the 
abinct give for a basis of negotiation ! And 
f they were made known in full to European 
ministers, acquainted with the maritime laws 
of France, and Britain, what wonld be thought 
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of a cabinet that could give such instructions ! 
After the French act of navigation bad de- 
fined the qualifications requisite for constitu- 
ting a French vessel, such qualifications were 
to be manifested by proper evidence or cre- 
dentials. And the national convention de- 
creed a law relative to evidence of French 
ownership. Under this law, vessels of thirty 
tons or upwards, having French owners with 
the requisite titles, were to be registered, and 
furnished with acts of francisation. So the 
French law has styled the extracts or certifi- 
cates lor manifesting the French ownership ol 
vessels, as registered in the offices. This de- 
cree being published, no French vessel was to 
sail from the port or department to which the 
same might belong, without an act of francisa- 
tion conformably to the decree. At the same 
tsrae, general regulations concerning the roll 
of equipage, remained in force for ascertaining 
tho national charaeterof the ofljtcrs and crew 
on Iward a prirate vessel, as well as for prov- 
ing the terms of their engagement. 

In a subsequent year, the French conven- 
tion decreed the maritime inscription. French 
citizens being inscribed as scafaiing persons, 
according to the decree were holden to serve 
in the public vessels, or arsenals, whenever re- 
quired. And the decree purported, that eve- 
ry such seafaring person unless actually com- 
manded for service, should be free to embark 
on board a commercial or fishing vessel, or go 
to different French ports to work or embark 
there, taking care to have his movement noted 
on the roll of the seafaring people of his quar- 
ter, and of that where be might arrive. Pen- 
sions were to be granted to the seafaring per- 
sons inscribed under the decree, according to 
their grade, age, wounds, or infkioiliea. Tbu* 
the maritime inscription within departments, 
as decreed by the national convention or 
France, near the close of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, took place of the general enrolments and 
classing of seafariug persons within the mari- 
time provinces, as directed by Louis the four- 
teenth in 1673. The seafaring people as en- 
rolled according to the edict of 1673, were to 
ke classed and holden to serve alternately eve- 
ry third year. French citizens, under the de- 
#ree of the convention, were to be inscribed as 
seafaring people,and holden to serve whenever 
sequired. 

The law which prescribed ft proportion of 



French sailors with French officers, as 
tial to the French character in navigation, was 
not abrogated by the maritime inscription : 
And the roll of equipage continued to be re- 
quisite as before. The French mariners on 
board a private vessel were to be more than 
half the crew, with the officers French. This 
general rule of navigation, which bad prevail- 
ed in France more than a century, was recog- 
nised in effect by the national assembly, and 
continued to be law when the legislative as- 
sembly appeared on the French stage, and 
called a national convention. It was rc-enlor- 
ced by the national convention, when they re- 
quired thjes*foswths of the crew with the offi- 
cers to be French. Such was the law of navi- 
gation which existed in force when that con- 
vention gave place to the French pentarchy, 
otherwise called the executive directory, and 
when that gave place to the consular triumvi- 
rate, aud when that gave place to the desig- 
nation of a consul for Jile, and when that con- 
sul was crowned emperor. 

Vessels were to be reputed moveables, ac- 
cording to the French ordinance of the marine 
in 1681. They are moveables, according to 
the code of commerce in 1C08. Aud an arti- 
cle of this code has required the captain of a 
commercial vessel to have on board the act of 
property and the act of francisation* two docu- 
ments relative to the ownership of the vessel* 
and the roll of equipage, which had been in 
use more than a century as the documents lor 
identifying the persons and ascertaining the 
country of (he officers uiid crew. 

Such arc the general principles of maritime 
law which prevailed in France before as well 
as after the first off January 1809. Such in effect 
was the law for Fiance on the 21st of Novem- 
ber, 1806, when the decree for interdicting 
commercial intercourse with the British 
islands was issued from a camp at Berlin. 
And such it was, when the act for partially in- 
terdicting the impost trade, went into opera- 
tion upon the United States. Such in 
was the law for France on the 17th 
ber, 1807, when the sweeping decree' was 
ed from a palace at Milan. And such it was, 
on tbe22d of the same December, and in Ja- 
nuary and March, 1808, when the export trade 
of the United States was subjected to a gene- 
ral interdict. Such too it was 
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port at ions of British productions were inter- 
dicted. 

lu England, those who exercised the pow- 
ers of government in 1651, by their act of na- 
vigation, allowed the privileges of the Euglisb 
character to no commercial vessel whatever, 
unless belonging to English people as the pro- 
prietors, or right owners thereof, and having 
the waiter and mariners also, for the most 
part, of the profile of that country. And Na- 
poleon in the fulness of his power over France, 
had not the nunrance tn say, that a vessel em- 
ployed iu maritime commerce should 1k» re- 
puted French, or enjoy the privileges of the 
French character, unless owned by French pro- 
prietors and navigated by a master and mari- 
ners also, lor the mo&t part, of the people of 
France. 

Principles adopted by European states as 
.permanent rules in matters of navigation, 
principles respected and cherished amidst po- 
litical changes and war, the principles of mari- 
time order and regard to country, principles 
which now belong to the general law of mari- 
tune Europe, and the commercial interests of 
the United States, decisively condemn the 
.narehial pretension advanced by the cabinet 
as a cause lor continuing this war by sea. — 
The records of Europe give evidence that a 
voluntary renunciat ion of the general law, is 
not to be expected from Russia, or France, or 
^Britain. And in the archives of the United 
Mates, there is evidence that ruch a renuncia- 
tion ought not to be expected from Russia. 
At this moment, is it to be supposed that the 
general law of Europe, in matters of navigation, 
will be renounced by any of the German 
states, or the Dutch Netherlands, or by Spain, 
or Portugal, or by Denmark, or Sweden ?The 
Portuguese, and Danish, and Swedish govern- 
ments hare given evidence of their approba- 
tion of Utat law ; and it is their interest to 
Jiavc it observed. Is the cabinet near the 
Potomac to operate a change in the general 
law of maritime Europe ? if this could now 
be effected by all the faculties of the cabinet 



distinguish the interests of the country from 
foreign inte rests, would be ibr the national 
benefit. 1 f these proper distinctions had been 
made by the government of the United State*, 
with regard to the maintenance of American 
rights at sea, the war might have been termi- 
nated, before Napoleon was transported from 
France to Elba. 

Errata— In number 5, of Commercial Poli- 
cy, in»iead of 1685 read 1601, for the year when 
the ordiuancc of the murine was givrn at Fou- 
taiublenu, and instead of 1755 read ll'tl, for the 
year when oji ordiuancc rein live to French navi- 
gation was given ut \ ersniJles. 



TREATY OF PEACE 

PRANCE AND THU ALLIED POWFOS OF 
FUROPE. 

In the name of the Moit Holy and Indivisible 

Trinity. 

His majesty the king of France and Na- 
varre, on int one, part, and his majesty the 
eni|>erorof Austria, king of Hungary and Bo- 
henua, and his allies en the other part ; being 
animated with an equal desire of potting an 
end to the long agitations of Europe, and to 
the miseries of the people, by a solid peace, 
founded upon a just division of force among 
powers and carrying in its stipulations a gua- 
rantee of its duration ; and his majesty the em- 
peror of Austria, king of Hungary and Bolvr- 
inia, and his allies, no longer wishing to de- 
mand of France, now that being restored to 
the paternal government of her ancient kiH* 
she offers to Europe a pledge of stability and 
xecority, the same conditions and warranties 
which they had with regret demanded of 
her under her last government, their said ma- 
jesties have named plenijtolentiaries to discuss, 
conclude and sign a treaty of peace and ami- 
ty ; as follows : 

His majesty the king of France and Na- 
varre, M. Charles Maurice Talleyrand Peri- 
gord, prince of Bene veu turn, grand eagle of 
the legion of honour, grand cross of the or- 
der cf Leopard of Austria, knight of the or- 
der of St. Audrevv of Russia, of the orders of 
the Black Eagle, and of the Red Eagle of 
Prussia, Lc. Uh minister and secretary of 
t<tate, for foreign affairs. Ami his majesty the 
emperor of Austria, kins of Huugary and 
Bohemia, Messieurs the Prince Clement V in- 



cestous, Lothatre of Metteruich-Vimteburg- 

lor war and diplomacy, would the change from j Ociwenhnuse^ knteht of the Golden Fleece, 
« grand cross of the order of M. Stephen, 

? r to^niudiymnKu;! mie affairs, be for the J grand eagle of the legion of honour, knight of 

the order of St. Andrew, of St. Alexander 
Newski and of St. Aune of the first class of 
Russia, knight grand-cross of the orders of 
the Black Eagle and Red Eagle of Prussia, 
Fraud cross of the order of St. Joseph, of 



general welfare of the United States ? It is 
J'or the benefit of commerce to have the mari- 
time interests regulated so as to distinguish 
liotwecn the fair proceedings and the fraudu- 
lent* And to have thorn regulated to, as to ^VurtnbuigT knight of the order of St. Hu- 
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bert of Bavaria, of tbat of the Golden Eagle, | 
of VFurtemburg, and of many others ; cbam 
berlain, actual privy counsellor, minister of 
state, of conference and of foreign affairs of 
bis imperial and royal apostolic majesty : 

And the Count John Philip of Stadion 
Thanuhausen and Warthaosen, knight of the 
golden fleece, grand cross of the order of St. 
Stephen, knight of the order of St. Andrew, 
of St. Alexander Newski, and of St Anne, of 
the first class, knight grand cross of the or- 
ders of the black eagle and red eagle of Prus- 
sia, chamberlain, actual privy counsellor, mi- 
nister of state and of conferences of bis impe- 
rial and royal apostolic majesty. Who, after 
having exchanged their full powers, found in 
good order and form, have agreed on the fol- 
lowing articles : 

Abt. I. There shall be from this day hence- 
forth, peace' and amity, between his majesty 
the king of France and Navarre, on the one 
|»art, and his majesty the emperor of Austria, 
king of Hungary and Bohemia, and his allies, 
on the other jiart, their heirs and successor*-, 
their states and respective subjects, forever. 
The high contracting parties will employ all 
th«ir care to maintain, not only between 
themselves, but also, as far as depends on them, 
among all the states of Europe, the harmony 
and good understanding so necessary to their 
repose. 

Art. 2. The kingdom of France preserves 
the igtegrity of its limits, such as they were 
at the epoch of the 1st January, 1792. It 
shall receive, besides, an augmentation of 
territory, comprised in the line of demarka- 
tion fixed by the following article : 

Art. 3. On the side of Belgium Germany 
and Italy, the ancient frontier as it existed on 
the 1st of January, 1792, shall be re-establish- 
ed, commencing at the North Sea, between 
Dunkirk and Newport; thence to the Mediter- 
ranean, between Cagnes and Nice, with the 
following rectifications :— 1st. In the depart- 
ment of Jcmmapes, the cantons of Dour, 
Merbcs-le-C'bateau, Beaumont and Chimay, 
ehall remain to France ; the line of demarca- 
tion shall pass where it touches the canton of 
Dour, between thai" canton, and those of 
Boussu and Pat u rage, as well as farther on be- 
tweeothatof Merbes-le-€hateau, and those of 
Binch, and of Tbuio. 2dly. In the depart- 
ment of the Sombre and Meuse, the cantons 
of Valcourt, Florennes, Beau ruing and Ge- 
dinne shall belong to France, the detnarkation, 
where it reaches this department, shall follow 
tlio line which separates the before mentioned 
cantons from the department of Jemmapes, 
and the rest of that of Sombre and Mease. 
3dJy. In the department of the Moselle, the 
new demarkatiou, where it departs from the 
ancient, shall be formed Uv a line drawn from 
Perle to FretnersuWf, and by tint which se- 
parates the canton of Tholey from the rest of 
the department of the Moselle. 

atnly. In the department of the Sarre, 



the cantons of faarbrucfc and of Arncval shall 
remain to France, as well as the part of that 
of Lebacb, which is situated to the south of a 
line draw n along tlie confiucs of the villages of 
Herchenbach, Uelierhofen, Hi Is bach and Hall 
(leaving these different places out of the 
French frontier) to the point, where, ta- 
ken from Qnersellc, (which belongs to France) 
the line which separates tho cantons of Ar- 
ncval and of Ottweiller reaches that which 
separates those of Arneval and Ix;bach ; the 
frontier on this side shall be lbrmed by the 
line above designated, and afterw ards by tbat 
which separates the canton of Arncval from 
that of Biiescastel. 

othly. The fortress of Landau, having form- 
ed beloro the year 1792. an isolated point in 
Germany, France preserves beyond its fron- 
tiers a part of the departments of Monnt- 
Tonnerre.and of the Lower- Khine, to join the 
fortress of I*andau and its circle to the rest of 
the kingdom. The new demarkation, depart- 
ing from the point where uear to Oberstein- 
bacb (which remains out of the limits of 
France) the frontier between the department 
of the Moselle, antl that of Mount-Tonnerre 
re-tches the department of Lower Khine, shall 
follow the line which separates the cantous of 
Weisseinburgh and Bargzbem (on the side of 
France) from the cantous of Primasen, Dahn, 
and Auweiler, (on the side of Germany,) to 
the point where tfiesc limits, near the village 
of Wolniersheim, touch the ancient circuit of 
the fortress of Landau. From this circuit, 
which remains as it was in 1702, the new 
frontier shall follow the arm of the river 
Utieich which in quitting this circuit, near to 
Queichhcim (which remains to France,) pas- 
ses near the villages of Mcrlerbeim. Kuittel- 
sheim and Bclbeim (aho remaining French) to 
the Rhine, which shall continue henceforth to 
form the limit bctwecu France and Germany. 

As to the Rhine, the Talveg shall consti 
tute the limit, in such a manner, however, that 
the changes which the course of that river 
may hereafter sustain, shall have in future no 
effect upon the property of the islands con- 
tained in it. The state of possession of these 
isles shall bo re-cstablikhed as, it existed at 
the epoch of the signature of the treaty of 
Luneville. 

6thly. In the department of Doubs, the 
frontier shall be rectified in such manner that 
it shall commence beyond the Hain onuiere. 
near to Locle, and follow the summit of the 
Jnra between the Cerueux-Peqnignol and the 
village of Foil tcne lies, to a height of the Ju- 
ra, situated about 7 or 8,000 feet to the north- 
west of the village of Brevinm* where it 
shall re-enter into the ancient boundary of 
France. 

7thJy. In the department of the Lemau, 
the frontiers between the French territory, 
the country of Vaud, and the different portions 
of the territory of the republic of Geneva, 
(which shall form apart of Switzerland) remain 
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the same as they were before the incorpora- • As sonn as the bushier of the commis«k«jir 
tion of Geneva with France. But tlie canton ' ers shall be finished, there Khali be prepare* 
Of Fr»n«3', that of St. Julian (excepting that) plans signed by the mpertive commissioners. 



part situated to the north of a line drawn 
from the point where the river Loire enters 
near to Chancy into the Genevese territory, 
olong the confines of Scscgiim. Laeouex and 
f-'esecneuve, shall remain ont of the limits of 
-France) the canton of it^mier, (with Hie ex- 
ception of the portion which lies to the east 
of a line which follows the enofii»es of Muraz. 



and posts shall lie placed which shall mart ont 
the reciprocal limits. 

Ater. 4. To assure the communication o( 
the city of Geneva, with other parts of the 
Swiss territory situated vpotithe lake. France 
consents that the use of the route by Vcr>oy 
shall lie comtnon to the two countries. The 
respective governments shall come to a friend- 
ly understanding as to thenieans of preventing, 
contraband, and regulating the course of the 
posts, and the maintenance of the road. 



manner that it may not be interdicted by any 
one, and it shall bo tins »>u shies* -of the future 
congress, to determine the principles accord- 
ing to which duties may be levied upon the 
states bounding on tlte river, In a manner the 
mo* equal. and most favourable to the com- 
merce of all nations. 

It shall alvo be examined and decided in the 
future congress, iu what maimer to facilitate 
Jfc*r communication between the countries, 
and to render them always Icm strangers to 
one another, the foregoing dispositions may he 
equally extended to all the other navigable 
rivers 
states. 



rivers which separate or traverse 



lavigahfe 
different 



Hussy, Pers and Cornier, which sho.ll he out 
of the French liinitsj~and the canton of lo 
Heche (excepting the places vailed La Hoche 

and Armanoy with their districts) shall re-| Art. 5. The navigation upon tire Rhine, 

mart] to France. The frontier shall follow ! from the point where it becomes navigable fo 

the limits of these different cantons and the ■ the sea, and vice versa, shall be free, in such a 

lines which separate the portions which, re- 

attain to France from those which site does 

cot preserve. 

8th1y. In the department of Mont Blanc, 

France acquires the sub-prefecture of ( bam- 

herry, (excepting the cantons of L'flopital, 

«f Saint Peter D'Athigny, of i a Poceito. and 

of Montmeliau ;) and the sub-prefecture of 

Annery, (excepting that part of the r-a-otcn of 

FavergeK, situated to the east of a line which 

passes between Ourchare and >larlenis. on the 

fide of France, and Mwtlxxl and Augina on 

the opposite side, and which runs from the 
summit of the mountains to the frontier of the 
canton of Thones ;) it is this line which, with 

the limit of the cantons mentioned, shall 

form on this side the new frontier. On the 
other side of the Pyrenees, the frontiers re- 
main as they were between the two kingdoms 
•of France and Spain at the epoch of the lint 
of January, 1702, ami there shall hehcreafter 
named a joint committee on the part of the 
two crowns, to fix the filial demarkat ion. 

France renounces all rights of sovereignty, 
jurisdiction or possession overall the countries 
and districts, citu> at*! places whatsoever 
* it tinted beyond the frontier above designated, 
the principality of Monaco being however re- 
stored to the condition in which it was before 
the 1st of Jannary, 17!»2. 

The allied courts asytire to France the 
possession of the principality of Avignon, of 
tlie comity Venaissin, ot the county of Aiont- 
bcliard, and of all the territories belonging , 
formerly to Germany, comprised within the 
frontier above marked out. which have been 
incorporated into France before or after the 
1st of January, 1792. 

The powers reserve to themselves reci- 
procally the entire liberty of fortifying such 
points of their states as they may judge 
convenient for their safety. 

Te nvold aH injury of private property, and 
to protect, upon the most liberal principles 



Art. 0. Holland, placed under the sove- 
reignty of the bouse of Oronj^*, shall receive 
an increase of territory. The title, and exer- 
cise of the sovereignty of that country, shall 
not in any case belong to any prince wearing, 
ot called to wear, a foreign crown. 

The states of Germany shall be independ- 
ent, and united by a federative league. 

Switzerland independent, shall continue to 
govern itself. 

Italy, out of the limits of those conntries 
which shall return to Austria, shall be com- 
posed of sovereign stati n. 

Akt. 7, The hie of .Malta and its depend- 
encies shall belong in full possession and sove- 
reignty to bis Britaunio majesty. 

Amt. 8. Hi* Britannic majesty stipulating 
for himself ami his allies, engages to restore 
to his most christian majesty, in the periods 
which shall hereafter be fixed upon, the colo- 
nies, fisheries, factories and establishments of 
every kind, which France possessed on the 1st 
January. 1792, in the seas, and on the conti- 
nents of America, A Irica and Asia, excepting 
tlie island* of Tobago apd St. 1/tieia, and the 
Isle of France and its dependencies, namely, 
Kodrigue and the Scehelles, which his most 
christian majesty cedes in full proj>erty and 
sovereignty to his Britaunic majesty, as also 
the "possessions of individuals domiciliated up- I that part of St. Dcwingo ceded to France by 



on the frontiers, there shall be named by each 
of the states bordering on France, commission- 
ers to proceed jointly with French -commis.-ion- 
er M^ delimitation of the respective 



the treaty of Basle, and which his most chris- 
tian majesty recedes to his catholic majesty, 
in full property anil sovcreigutv. 
Art. 9. His aaycoty the king nf Sweden 
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«nd Norway, agreeably to arrangements made j regulate in the definitive treaty of peace, the 
with his allies, and for the execution of the 
preceding article, consents that the island of 



Goadaloupe shall be restored to his most 
christian majesty, and cedes all rights which 
he might have over that inland. 

Art. 10. His most faithful majesty, agreea- 
bly to arrangements made with his allies, ami 
fbr the execution of article Oth, engages to re- 
store to his most christian majesty, within the 
period hereafter to be fixed, French Guyana as 
it was the 1st January. 1792. 

The effects of the above stipulation, being 
to revive the dispute existing at this epoch 
on the subject of the boundaries, it is agreed 
that this dispute shall be tecaiiuatcd by arv 



amicable arrangement between the 
courts, under the mediation of his Britannic 
majesty. 

Art. II. The places and fortresses existing 
in the colonies and establishments which are 
to be restored Jo his mo*t christian majesty 
in virtue of the articles 8, 9 and 10, shall bo 
restored in the condition in which they ara at 
the moment of the signature of the present 
treaty. 

Art. 12. Ffis Britannic majesty engages to 
allow the subjects of his most christian majes- 
ty, in respect to commerce, and to the safety j the power of the allies before tile 23d of April, . 
ot'tbeir^»jr<ons and property within theli-lnor the vessels and arsenals which belonged 
mitsof the ilrit'rh sovereignty upon the conti- to Holland, and especially the fleet of the 



fate of the arsenals, and. vessels of war armed 
and not armed which are within the maritime 
places nestored by France, in execution of the 
second article of the said convention, it is 
agreed that the said ships and vessels of war* 
armed and not armed, as a too the naval artil- 
lery and ammunition, and all materials of 
building and armameut, shall he divided be- 
tween France ami the countries in which the. 
plaees are situated,- in the proportion .of i wo 
thirds to* France, and of one third for the 
powers to which the said plaees shall Ire long. 

Ships and vessels building, which shall not 
be in condition to be put to sea in six week* 
after the signature ot* the present treaty, shall 
be considered as materials and after being de- 
molished shall be divided as such in the pro- 
portion above declared". 

Commissioners shall he named on either side 
to agrue o* the division, and to prepare an ac- 
count ; and passports and safe conducts shall 
be given by the allied (towers to secure the 
retreat of the French workmen, seamen and 
labourers into France. 

In the above sti [nil at ions shall not be com- 
prised either vessels and arsenals being in the 
maritime places which shall have fallen into- 



ncut of India, the same facilities, privileges 
and protection, which now are or which imMI 
Ire granted to the most favoured nation. On 



Texel. 

The government of France obligates itself 
to withdraw or sell all that shall belong to it 



his side, hU most christian majesty having no- j by the stipulations above expressed, in the 
thing more at heart than tire perpetuity of the {space of three months after the division shall 
)reace between the two crowns of France and jhave been- effected. 



England, and wishing to contribute as far as 
in his power to removing at present, for the 
relations of the two powers, whatever might 
«c day disturb their mutual good understand- 
ing, engages to make no fortified work in the 
establishments which are to Ire restored to 
hire, and which are situated within the limits 
of the British sovereignty upon the continent 
of the Indies, and to keep hi those establish- 
ments only the number of troops necessary for 
the maintenance of the police. 

Art. 13. As to the right of the French to 
fish-upou thoiirand Bank of Newfoundland, 
upon the coasts of the island of that name, and 
the adjacent islands, and fn the Gulph of St. 
liawrence, every thing shall be replaced upon 
the same footing ax in 1792. 

Art. 11. The colonies, factories, and estab- 
lishments which are to be restored to his most 
christian majesty by his Britannic majesty or 
his allies, .shall be restored ax follows : those 
which are in the north seas, or in the seas and 
pon the continents of America and Africa, 
within three months ; and those which are be- 
yond theCape of Good Hope within six months 
from the ratification of the present treaty. 

Art. T5-. The high contracting parties hav- 
ing reserved to themselves by article 4th of 
the convention of the 23d of April last, to 



Henceforth the port of Antwerp- shall be 
solely a commercial poet. 

Art. 1G. The high contracting parties* 
wishing to cover with entire oblivion the di- 
visions which have agitated Europe, declare 
and promise, that in the countries restored 
and ceded by the present treaty, no individual* 
of whatever class or condition he may be, snail 
be prosecuted, disturbed or troubled in person, 
or property, under any pretext, of on account 
of his political conduct or opinions, or his at- 
tachment whether to either of the contract ing 
parties, or to the governments which have 
•eased to exist, or for any other reason, ex- 
cept for debts contracted With individuals, or 
for acts posterior to the present treaty. 

Art. 17. In all the countries which shall 
change masters, either in virtue of the present 
treaty, or of any succeeding arrangements, 
there shall be granted to the inhabitants, na- 
tive and foreign, of whatever condition and 
nation they may be, a space of six years, 
counting from the exchange of ratifications, to 
dispose, if they shall think it expedient, of 
their property acquired either before the war, 
or during its actual continuance, and to retire 
into whatever country they shall choose. 

Art. 18. The allied powers wishing to give 
to his most christian, majesty a new tcstima-s 
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ny of their desire to do awayas far as in them 
lies, the consequences of that epoch of misery 
so happily terminated by the present peace, 
renounce in the whole, such sums as the go- 
vernmcnt may claim of France, on account of 
all contracts, supplies or advances whatsoever, 
made to the French government in the dine* 
rent wars which have taken place siuce 171)2. 

On his part, his roost christian majesty re- 
nounces all claim which he might form against 
the allied powers upon the same foundations, 
lo execution of this article, the high contract- 
ing parties engage to deliver to each other, all 
securities, obligations and documents, which 
relate to the claims they have reciprocally 
relinquished. 

Art. 19. The French government engages 
to cause to be liquidated and paid, all such 
other sums as shall be found due in countries 
out of its territory, in virtue of* contracts, or 
other formal engagements heretofore made, 
between individuals or private establishments, 
and the French authorities, as well for sup- 
plies, as in virtue of legal obligations. 

Art. 20. The high contracting powers shall 
appoint, immediately after the exchange of 
ratifications of the present treaty, commis- 
sioners to regulate and superintend the exe- 
cution of all the provisions contained in the 
18th and 19th articles. These commission- 
ers (thall attend to the examination of the 
claim" mentioned in the preceding article, 
the liquidation of the sums claimed, and the 
mode in which the French government shall 
propose to discharge them. They shall also 
be charged with the delivery of the securities, 
obligations and documents relative to the 
claim, which the high contracting parties mu- 
tually relinquish, so that the ratification of 
the rosiilt of their labour, shall complete this 
reciprocal renunciation. 

Art. 21. Debts, specially charged in their 
origin upon the countries which cease to be- 
long to France, or contracted for their inte- 
rior administration, shall remain a charge up- 
on these same countries. Consequently such 
of those debts as since the 22d day of Decem- 
ber, 1813. have been converted iuto inscrip- 
tion in the great book of tlie public debt of 
France, shall be accounted for to the French 
government. 

The securities of all those, which have 
been prepared for inscription, and have not 
yet been insert hod, shall be delivered to the 
governments of the respective countries. — 
The accounts of all those debts shall be pre- 
pared and determined by a joint commission. 

Art. 22. The French government shall re- 
main charged on its part, with the reimburse- 
ment of all sums paid l»y the subjects of the 
above mentioned countries, into the French 
funds, whether by way of security, deposit, or 
consignation * So also French subject*, ser- 



• A rum of money paid into a public office by 
judicial authority, is called a 44 com ignatkm." Tr. 



vants of the said countries, who have paid 

sums by way of security, deposit or consigna- 
tion, to their treasuries respectively, shall be 
faithfully reimbursed. 

Art. 23. The titularies of places held iu 
pledge, who have not the receipt of the reve- 
nues, shall be reimbursed with interest, until 
the full payment at Paris by one fifth every 
year, reckoning from the dale of this treaty. 

With respect to those who are accounta- 
ble, this reimbursement shall commence at 
the farthest six months after the presentation 
of their accounts, the case of malversation 
only excepted. A copy of the last account 
shall be given to the government of their coun- 
try, to serve it for an index and a point of de- 
parture. 

Art. 24. The judicial deposits and con- 
signations made into the " came famortisst- 
tnenlS' in execution of the law of 28 Nivose, 
year, 13 (18 January, 1806) and which belong 
to inhabitants of countries which France 
ceases to possess, shall be placed within the 
term of one year, counting from the exchange 
of ratifications of the present treaty, in the 
hands of the authorities of the said countries, 
excepting sueh of those deposits and consigna- 
tions as interest French subjects, in which 
case they shall remain in the 44 caisse d'amor- 
tissement" not to be restored but upon the 
li beration resulting from the decisions of com- 
petent authorities. 

Art. 25. The funds deposited by the com- 
mune* and public establishments in the "caisse 
de services"t and in the 44 caisse d'amortisse- 
rnemV't or in any other fund of the govern- 
ment, shall be reimbursed to them by fifths, 
from year to year, counting from the date of 
the present treaty, deducting the advances 
which shall have been made to them, and 
saving the regular oppositions^ made upon these 
funds by the creditors of the said communes, 
and of the said public establishments. 

Art. 26. Dating from the 1st January, 1814, 
the French government ceases to be charged 
with the payment of any pension, civil, mili- 
{ tary or ecclesiastical, pay of retreat, or half- 
pay.ll to any individual who is no longer a 
French subject. 

t Fund of public terrier, t Sinking fund, 
k A sort or foreign attachment, similar in 
respects to our trustee process. — Tr. 

|| 44 Solde de retraite"— traitcment 
These are military phrases, to which we have no 
Knglish terms exactly correspondent. 44 Retraite w 
signifies, as to officers of infantry, " employments 
in military posts" and as to officers of cavalry, 
44 pensions, " - 44 reforme" signifies a reduction 
of the troops to a less number by authority of the 
priucc, or state which has a right to disraist 
them. An officer is said 44 to have obtained his 
reforme," when the corps to which be belonged 
having been *' reformed," bis commission has 
been preserved to him with a certain allowance,, 
less than that of officers in actual service.— Tr. 
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Aut. 27. The national domain* purchased 
fur a valuable consideration by French sub- 
jects, in the former departments of Belgium, 
of the left bank of the Rhine, and Alps oat of 
the limits of ancient France, are, and remain 
guarranteed to the purchasers. 

Art. 28. The abolition of the •* droits rf'ou- 
bairur of " Attraction^* and others of the 
same nature in countries which have recipro- 
cally stipulated such abolitiou with France, 
or which had been before united with it, is 
expressly maintained. 

Art. 29. The French government engages 
to restore the obligations, and other securities, 
which shall have been seized in the provinces 
occupied by the French armies, or administra- 
tions ; and in eases where the restitution can- 
not be effected, these obligations and securi- 
ties arc to remain null and void. 

Art. 30. The sums which shall be due for 
all works of public utility not yet terminated, 
or terminated since the 31st December. 1 til 2, 
upon the Rhine, and in the departments de- 
tached from France by the present treaty, 
shall become a charge upon the future pos- 
sessors of the territory, and shall be liqui- 
dated by the commission charged with the 
liquidation of the debts of the country. 

Art. 31 . All archives, charts, plans and do- 
cuments whatsoever, belonging to the coun- 
tries ceded, or concerning their administra- 
tion, shall be faithfully restored at the samo 
time with the country, or. if that be impossi- 
ble, within a term not exceeding six months 
from the restoration of the countries them- 
selves. 

This stipulation is applicable to the ar- 
chives, charts and plates, which may have 
been seized in the countries transiently occu- 
pied by the different armies. 

Art. 32. In the space of two months, all 
the powers who have been engaged on one 
side or the other, iu the present war, shall 
send plenipotentiaries to Vienna, to regulate, 
in a general congress, the arrangements which 
are to complete the disposition of the present 
treaty. 

Art. 33. The present treaty shall be rati- 
fied, and the ratifications shall be exchanged 
within fifteen days, or sooner if posssible. 

In faith whereof, the respective plenipo- 
tentiaries have signed the same, and have af- 
fixed thereto the'seal of their arms. 

Done at Paris, the 30th May, year of grace 
1814. 



[L. S.] The prince of Bene venture. 
[Ii. S.J The prince of Mctternich. 
[L. «.] J. P. Count of Stadioo. 

(additional article.) 
The high contracting parties willing to ef- 
face all traces of the unhappy events which 

* " droiU d»aubaiue*» and " droits dc detmr- 
tiou" are certain custom* or ca-uui right!* payable 
to the Government, 



have afflicted their people, havcagreod to: 
mil explicitly the effects of the treaties of 
1806 and 1809, so far as tbey arc not already 
annulled in fact in the present treaty. Agree- 
ably to this determination, bis most christian 
majesty promises, that the decrees passed 
against French, subjects or reputed French, 
being, or having been in the service of his im- 
perial and royal apostolic majesty, shall re- 
main ineffectual, as well as all judgments that 
may have been rendered in execution of these 
decrees. 

This additional article shall have the same 
force and effect, as if it had hern inserted 
word for word, in the treaty patent of this 
day. It shall be ratified, and the. ratification 
exchanged in the fame time. 

Iu faith wheseof. kc. (date and execution 
the same as of the principal treaty above.) 

The samo day, in the «ame place, and at the 
same momeriVthc same definitive treaty of 
peace was eoucluded 

Between France and Russia, 
Between France and Great Britain, 
Betwecu France and Prussia, 
And signed, to wit : 

That between France and Russia, 

For France, by M. C. M. TalJeyiand Pcri- 
gord, prince of Bencventum, (ut supra.) 

And for Russia, by M. M. Andrew, count ot 
Rasouraofisky, actual privy counsellor of hi* 
majesty the emperor of all the Rnssias, knight 
of the orders of Saint Andrew, of Saint Alex 
aoder Ncwski, kc. kc. kc. 

That betweeu France and Great Britain, 

For France (ut supra.) 

For Great britain, the right honourable 
Robert Stewart, Viscount Ca>tlercagh, coun- 
sellor of his majesty the king of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in his 
privy council, mem her of his parliament, kc. 

Sir George Gordon, count of Aberdeen, 
Viscount of Formantiuo, Lord Haddo, one of 
the sixteen peers, kc. kc. ambassador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary ucar his imperial 
and royal apostolic majesty" 

Sir William Shaw Cathcart, Viscount Cath- 
enrt. Baron Cat heart aud Greenock, counsellor 
of his said irajesty in his privy council, aud 
his ambassador extraordinary and plenipoten- 
tiary liear his majesty the emperor of all the 
Russia?. 

Aud the Hon. Charles William Stewart, 
knight of the most honourable order of the 
Bath, kc. kc. and envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary near his majesty the 
king of Prussia : Tliat between France and 
Prussia : For France (ut supra.) 

And for Prussia, by M. >i. Charles Augustus 
baron of Hardenburg chancellor of state of 
U. M. the king of Prussia, knight, ko. kc. 

And Charles William, baron of Humboldt, 
hi* majesty's minister of state, kc. kc. 

W ith the following additional article. 
Additional article in th$ treaty with RvfiSia~ 

The dutchy of Warsaw being uuder the 
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administration of. a provisional council esta-l most christian niajes(jr of their desire, to obli- 



blisfced by Russia, since that country has 
been occupied by her anus, the two high con- 
tracting parties have agreed to name imme- 
diately a special commission, composed on 
either tide of an equal number ot commission- 
en, who shall be charged with the examina- 
tion, liquidation, and ail arrangements rela- 
tive to their reciprocal pretensions. 

The present additional article shall have 
the same effect, ke. (as above.) 

(Date and execution same as of the princi- 
pal treaty.) 

Additional articles to the treaty with Great 
Britain. 

Art. 1. His most christian majesty, sharing 
without reserve all the sentiments of his Bri. 
ma)esty, in relation to a species of corn- 
repugnant both to the principles of na- 
tural Justice, and the enlightened state of the 
times in which we live, engages to Join, in the 
future congress, all his efforts with those of his 
Britannic majesty, to induce all the christian 
powers to pronounce the abolition of the slave 
trade, so that the said trade may universally 
cease, as it shall cease definitively and in all 
cases, on the part of France, in the space of 
five years, and that besides, during this delay, 
no slave dealer may import or sell them other- 
wise than in the colonies of that state of which 
be is a subject. 

Art. 2. The British and French governments 
shall immediately appoint commissioners to 
liquidate their respective expenses for the sup- 
port of prisoners of war, in order to arrange 
respecting the discharge ot the balance which 
sliall be found in favour of one or the other of 
the two powers. 

Art. 3. The respective prisoners of war 
shall be held todischarge b< lore their departure 
from the place of their detention, the private 
debts which they may have contracted, or at 
least give sufficient security. 

Art. 4. There shall be granted by both the 
powers, immediately after the ratification of 
this treaty of peace, a release of all sequestra- 
tions which may have been put si nee the year 
1792, upon all funds, revenues, credits or 
Other effects whatsoever of the high contract- 
ing parties or their subjects. 

The same commissioners mentioned in the 
second article, shall be charged with the ex- 
amination and liquidation of the claims of the 
subjects of bis Britannic majesty against the 
French government, for the value of property 
moveable or immoveable, unduly confiscated 
by the French authorities, as well as for the 
total or partial loss of these debts, or other 
property unduly retained under sequestration 
since the year 1792. 

France engages to treat in this respect the 
Fnglish subjects with the same justice as 
French subjects have experienced in England, 
and the Fnglish government desirous to concur 
on its part in the new testimony which the 

' U give to his 



terate the consequences of the unhappy epoch, 
so fortunately terminated b> the present peace* 
engages on bis part to renounce, as soon as 
complete justice shall have been done to his 
subjects, the whole balance which may be 
found in his favonr, in relation to the support 
of prisoners of war, so that the ratification of 
the result of the labour of the commissioner* 
above mentioned and the payment of the sums, 
as well as the restitution of the effects which 
shall be adjudged to belong to the subjects of 
; stannic majesty, shall complete the rc- 



his Britannic majesty, 
nunciation. 

Art. 5. The two high contracting partter 
desirous of establishing the most amicable re- 
lations between their respective subjects, re- 
serve to themselves, and promise to agree and 
arrange, as soon as may be, concerning their 
commercial interests, with a view of eocoue- 
aging and increasing the prosperity of their 
respective states. 

These additional articles sliall have the 
same force and effect as if, Ac.— (as before.) 

(Date and execution the same as of the prin- 
cipal treaty.) 
Additional article to the treaty with Prussia. 
Although the treaty of peace concluded at 
Basic the 5th of April 1795, thatofTilsit on 
6th July 1808, as well as all the conventions 
and acts whatsoever concluded since the 
peaceof Basle between Prussia ami France, are 
already annulled in fact by the present treaty, 
the high contracting parties have neverthe- 
less judged it proper to declare expressly that 
the said treaties cease to be obligatory as to 
all articles as well patent as secret, and that 
they renounce inutnalty all right, and release 
each other from all obligation, which might 
flow therefrom. 

His most christian majesty promises that 
the decrees passed against French subjects, 
or reputed French, being or having been in 
the service of his Prussian majesty, shall re- 
main without effect as well as all judgments' 
that may hare been rendered in execution of 
such decrees. 
The present additional article shall hare.' 
(as above.) 

(Date and execution the same as of the 
principal treaty.) 

-MM 

We see in our print shops, a picture with the 
following inscription : Napoleon Bonaparte- 
fought, conquered, and generously gave peace to 
the allies, in 1805, »0T and '09— he fell, the victim 
of treachery and ingratitude, in 1814. This charge 
reminds us of an English highwayman,* ho robbed 
a gentleman of his money, mid then threw him 
two and six pence, to help him home. It happen- 
ed to the highwayman as it well nigh did to the 
great Napoleon— he was nabbed. He nevertheless 
saved his neck for that time, because the gentle- 
man had too much humanity to wish it stretched- 
The knight of the post, however, made bitter com- 
plaint? of the other's ingratitude ia not paying 
tfcs bail crown he had Unt him ! 
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THE TREATY. 
In the last Examiner we had the satisfaction 
to give the definitive treaty between France and 
the powers lately at war with her. It will be found 
in perfect conformity to the declarations of thf 4 al- 
lied sovereign? previous to their pasWng theithine, 

and worthy of the magnanimitv*'" ' 1 

astonishing exertions to restore Eu- 

»pe to peace and order. They have indeed kept 
the word of promise, not only to the ear, but to 
the hope; they have given to France, an extent of 
European territory, such as under any of her for- 
mer kings she never knew. This is a glorious ter- 
mination of successes, which, at their commence- 
ment, called from christian monarch* expressions 
of thankfulness to the Deity, such as the heart of 
a jacobin could never have dictated. This 
moderation of the allies, even in the flu?li of con- 
quest, this practical illustration of the doctrine 
of doing good for evil, will in all likelihood meet 
its reward, it promises to secure a long repose to 
exhausted Europe, unless, unfortunately for 
mankind, the same disordered spirit, which has 
mi-lc l and convulsed her for so many years past, 
Should regain its baleful ascendency. . 

The treaty manifests throughout the spirit of 
good will, it so happily expresses, and the sin- 
cere wish of its fratners, that its stipulations shall 
carrv the guarantee for its duration. Accord- 
ingly we find the contracting parties ruuuing 
their territorial lines in such a manner as to pre- 
vent disputes between their frontier iwouoitaiiis. 
And render them r~; r -nr«l!y -ore secure. '1'hey 
mlso take good care that the naval resources of 
the United Netherlands shall in no event be added 
to those of Ureal Britain, by declaring that t!ic so- 
vereignty of Holland shall never be connected 
With a foreign crown, and at the same time they 
preserve a powerful marine to Franec, by re- 
serving to her two thirds of the vessels of 
W ar, naval artillery and ammunition, at the 
places she restores ! in these two last provisions, 
and that for preserving the FrcncJi Biberie* we 
discern little evidence of want of moderation on 
-the part of the Brituh; on the contrary they af- 



ford tome tmall crouiui to hoi-e that we too rany 
be fortunate enough to conclude a treaty with her 
upon terms not inconsistent with our honour. In 
fact, when we consider how unwilling the Eng- 
lish have always been, to suffer any other power 
to share in the advantages of this part of their 
trade, we must own, enemies as they are, that the 
confirmation of the French rights to the Banks 
denotes a temper but little alarming to our owa 
claims. Our readers may recollect thnt in the 
vear 17/?, H real Britain caw nn< rS *Ujnnr*. 
successful 1 ' cVer P">socuted, the oppo- 
sition in that country was then quite clamorous 
because France was allowed to retuin any pnrt of 
her great nursery for seamen. 'Die ministry 
however contented themselves with contracting 
th"ir rival's Sphere of operation, France submit- 
ted, because she was unable to do otherwise ; 
but in the year 17dS, when the tables were 
tnrued, ?hc domuuded, and received an extension 
of her filling rights from her old rival, then 
b not Hinted by the war of our revolu- 
tion ; and it is this ciltnded right, for- 
merly wrung from Great Britain by disaster, 
that she note confirms to France from a spirit of 
r;ood will; this looks well, it is honourable to her. 
Hut Britain is to retain the Isle of France and its 
dependencies, with Tobago and St. Lucia — true ; 
yet let it be remembered, that similar cessio is of 
the West India possessions, have been made by 
England to France, and by France to England, 
at the conclusion of everv war for more than half 
a century peft, and that Frauce receives as well 
as gives up ; besides, Britain has old claims to St. 
Lucia and Tobago, and the latter, with Domi- 
nica, St. Vincent?, aud the Grenade* wa« ceiled 
to her by the peace of 1763. In tnitn tlie en- 
tire h"*ly of tha p»#»t/l/n»*i»»» I i i Am* • t«> aiues 
were really actuated by a spirit which neither 
republican nor imperial France ever possessed. 
J7*cy MMged war to insure pence. 



THE BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA. 
Extract of a letter from Gen. Brown, of the 
\11h instant, to'thc Secretary if War. 
«• The enclosed reports were made by order. 
I desired that the distinguished gallantry of 
the corps and the individuals engaged in the 
battle of the . p »th, should be well understood 
bv von and the nation. I have asecrtaiued 
that the enemy had ware regular troop9 en- 
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gaged in this action than wc had, and that his 
loss exceeds 500 nacu. 

I feel myself under great obligation* to 
Capt. Kennedy, of the navy, for his prompt 
attention to my communications. He has af- 
forded, and is disposed to afford me, all the 
assistance that is in his power to render. 1 * 

Ql'FENSTOWW, V. C. JCLT 15th,1814. 

8i»— By the general order of the 13th inst. 
a methodical and detailed report is called for, 
<k M^nating the names of such persons, whether 
commissioned officers or others, who, in the 
action of the 5th, contributed in a particular 
manner, to the successful result of that day. 

I am not asked lor an account of the dispo- 
sitions made of the troops under my com- 
mand, during the action: I will, therefore, 
AoutiiLa mut^ij" .sir icily to the general order. 

* evoie aphonic * xZurM and a sie . 

na» victory gained. Trie generaToVotr w-«£L 
6th inst. attributes that victory to the 1st. 
brigade of infantry, aud Capt. Towson's com- 
pany of artillery under my command. It was 
believed at the time, and has since been clear- 
ly ascertained; that of the forces engaged, the 
en-'iny were greatly superior in numbers. 
Under such circumstances, victory could not 
have been obtained, without a very general 
participation of all ranks and grades in the 
event. 

J have the satisfaction of being assured by 
every commanding officer, (which is confirm- 
ed by my own personal observation) that eve- 
ry man, and of every grade in the action, 
evinced an ability to meet even a greater 
shock than that cocouulered, with like suc- 
cess. 

The truth of this observation was most con- 
spicuous In tlie very crisis of the action. Con- 
duct universally good, leaves but little room 
for discrimination. Accordingly, but few 
names are reported to me by the several com- 
mandants of battalion, as entitled to a select 
mention, (in respect to their gallant com- 
rades) aud those cases are noticed principal- 
ly from accidental circumstances of good or 
bad fortune. As in the instance of Captain 
Kelcbum, of the 25th infantry, whose good 
fortune it was to be detached with his com- 

*~b»i~muU»r. ijf _ Major Jessup, to attack a 
much superior force, wlfTifit'lBe battalion waw 

engaged with another body of the enemy. 
Capt. Ketclmm gallantly sustained himself in 
the execution of his orders, till the battalion 
bad cleared its own front, in order to march 
to bis support. 

The good conduct of Captain Harrison, com- 
manded by Major Leaveu worth, and observ- 
ed by myself, was of another kind.' A can- 
non ball scattered and carried away a part of 
his leg. The Captaiu preserved a perfect se- 
renity, under the tortures of his wound, and 
utterly refused any assistance from the ranks, 
until the enemy should be beaten. So glo- 
rious a display of fortitude had the happiest 
effect. 



Of the three tfcttalion! of infantry compof- 
ing the 1st brigade, the first consisted of the 
9th and a detachment of the 2 2d regiment, 
under the command of Major Leavenworth. 
The 2d battalion, (or the 11th regiment) was 
gallantly conducted toward* its place, in the 
order of battle, by Colonel Campbell', who 
being early wounded, was succeeded by Ma- 
jor M'NeH. Major Jessup commanded the 
25th regiment, or the remaining battalion of 
the brigade. Of these three excellent offi- 
cers, it wonld be difficult to say, which was 
the most meritorious, or most conspicuously 
engaged. The 25th regiment having been de- 
tached to my left, to turn the enemy's right 
wing, which rested in a wood. Major Jessup 
was less under my personal observation than 
tbe other commanders ; but I had every evi- 
dence of the able dispositions be made of his 

corns, as well by the report of my aids, as by 
the eheci ne lift.*—! _ that ^ tbe 

enemy's line, immediately opposite to mui; 
and which contributed very much to tbe ge- 
neral success of the day. Major Jessup bad 
his horse sltot under him. 

The other two battalions, with an enlarged 
interval between tuew, received the enemy 
in open plain — that under Major Leaven* 
worth, parallel to the attack — that under 
Major M'Neil, with its left wing thrown for- 
ward to take the enemy in frout, and flank at 
the same time. Captain Tow sou, who com- 
menced the fire before the troops were in the 
order of battle, immediately afterwards ad- 
vanced to the front of the extreme right, 
with three pieces of light artillery, and took 

| post on the river. Majors Leaveuworth and 
M'Neil made prompt dispositions to receive 
the charge. The fire of these corps, (includ- 
ing the artillery,) produced a prodigious ef- 
fect in the enemy's ranks. That of Major 
M'Neil was the most effective, from the ob* 
lique position which his corps judiciously oc- 
cupied. Tbe enemy's batteries were also 
admirably served ; to tbe fire of which all the 
corps were exposed — that of Major Leaven* 
worth more particularly. This cannonade, 
however, did not prevent the latter from pee- 

| serving his corps in the most excellent order, 
at all times prepared to advance or to fire* to 
give, o- t» revets the charge. 

Captain Towson finally silenced tbe ene- 
my's most effective battery „ by blowing up 
an ammunition-wagon, which produced great 
couiiwiou. Turning next a heavy discharge 
of cannister on the enemy's iufantry, now 
nearly in contact with our line, advancing to 
the charge — tbe enemy could not long sustain 
this accumulation of fire — he broke, and fled 1 
to his strong works behind the Chippewa. AH 
the corps pursued with promptitude. 

To mention them in the order of their rank, 
(I know of no other In this case,) Majors Jes- 
sup, Leavenworth, and M'Keil, and Captain 
my humble opinion, every 
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tiling which conspicuous skill and gallantry 
can win from a grateful country. 

I cannot close this account of meritorious 
conduct, without mentioning the great ser- 
vices rendered me by those two gallant young 
soldiers, Lieut*. Worth and Watts, my aids. 

There was no danger they did not cheer- 
fully euconuter, in communicating; my orders; 
and by their zeal and intrepidity, won the ad- 
miration, as they had before the esteem, of 
the whole brigade. They both rendered es- 
sential service at critical moments, by assist- 
ing the commandants of corps in forming the 
troops, under circumstances which precluded 
the roice from being heard. 

This conduct has been handsomely acknow- 
ledged by the officers of the line, who have 
Joined in requesting, that it might be particu- 
larly noticed. 

My brigade major, Lieut. Sm^h, rendered 
me every assistance which his accidental si- 
tuation on foot permitted : he is entitled to 

During the action, Major Wood, of the en- 
gineers, and Captain Harris of the dragoons, 
whose troops could not act, came up, and very 
handsomely tendered their services. The lat- 
ter luul his horse shot under him. 

It is proper that I should take this opjmr- 
tunity to mention the case of Captain Croc- 1 
ker, of the 9th regiment of infautry, in the 
affair of the 1th of July, on the same ground 
on which the action of the 5th was fou^iit. 

I have already had the hononr to mention 
this case verbally to the commanding gone- 

It is due to the gallant individual more par- 
ticularly concerned, that his conduct should 
bp formally noticed. 

My brigade constituted the advance of the 
army. In descending on the loll hank of the 
Niagara, from Fort Erie, we meet an advan- 
ced corps of the enemy at Black Creek, 
>trongly posted behind that stream. Captain 
Towsoo, who was with the advance, obliged 
the enemy to fall back, who, on retreating, 
took up the bridge over the creek. Captain 
i ■cooker, who flanked out to the left of our 
march, bad crowed this stream some distance 
above the bridge, and was pursuing the ene- 
my, just as the head of the brigade column 
arrived at the bridge, which could not be 
passed until the pioneers had replaced the 
lioards which the enemy bad hastily removed. 
WhHst this operation was going on, Captain 
Crooker, immediately within my view, was 
suddenly enveloped by a troop of the 19th 
light dragoons, composing a part of the ene- 
my ** roar guard. He fought his way to a 
bouse, then near to him. turned upon the dra- 
goons and put them to flight. Captains Hull 
and Harris, and Lieut. Randolph, with a small 
party, were at the same time inarching to the 
support of Captain Crooker, and arrived just 
a* the enemy took to flight. I havo witness- 
ed nothing drore gallant in partisan war, than 



was the conduct of Captain Crooker and his 
company. 

I am, *ir, respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, \V. Si'OTT, 

Gcmrul Irt hri'&U. 
C. K. Gardner, Adjutant General. 

Qur.cNsrowN Height?;. July 16th, 1814. 
Sir— In pursuance of your instructions to 
me, to move round Fort George, interrupt 
the enemy's communications with tin; coun- 
try, and reconnoitre his works, I marched yes- 
terday morning at re veil Ice, accompanied by 
that excellent officer Major Wood of the en- 
gineers, with the whole of my brigade, and 
two pieces of artillery under Captain Ritchie, 
of the regular army, by the way of St. Da- 
vid's and tho Crass" Roads to Lake Ontario, 
where we had an opportunity to examine the 
northern face of Forts Royal and Nia^ra, 
about two miles distant. From the lake I 
returned to the Cross Roads, moved in upon 
Fort George, drove the enemy's piquet;, and 
formed the brigade up ui the plains, in full 
view and within a mile of the fort. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Wilcnrki with his command. 
Captains Hull, H.ndfiK and Freeman, with 
their companies of Xcw-York volunteers, and 
Captain Flemmimr, with part of our Indian 
warriors, advanced under cover of a tuft of 
woods, within musket shot of the tort, a?:<J 
afforded Major Wood a fair opportunity Lo 
examine the works. 

After remaining an hour and a half, and 
having accomplish™! the object of the expe- 
dition, I returned slowly h round the south si,le 
of lort George, and joined General Ripley on 
the IVi.itrara, and with hi* brigade returned to 
camp at nine in the evening. 

The enemy fired but a i'.:w shots from h'a 
batteries, and with the exception of tro n;- 
three small parties th*f were sent out and 
immediately driven back bv our light troops, 
kept close witbm his works, until wo were 
retiring, when several pieces of uri if J. V y wen* 
sent out of thy lort, and a brisk fire com- 
menced in our roar. 

We lost not a man killed, and but fwn 
(both of Colonel Swift's repment) wm t\U,l. 
Lieutenant Fontaine of the allien - | 
ofCaptain Bonghton'soffi-rrH, j, s ,i Ltciiho;^ , 
killed uuder them by cannon shot. 

But I have to regret the Ios* of five men of 
Captain DuugliUm'a flnc lanujj.titv m m**- 
York cavalry, made prisoners. Thev "arc the 
victims of your own generous policy of suffer- 
ing the inhabitants who profess neutrality to 
remain undisturbed. The safety of my bri- 
gade required me to place videttes at the 
several roads leading from Fort George and 
crossing my line of march at right angles. 
Five of them were surprised and taken by ;i 
party of fifteen or twenty militia, who lived 
on the road, but who had secreted themselves 
iu the woods on our approach, aud were ad- 
vised of all our movements ami positions by 
fin? women who were throning around us on 
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our march. Some of these men I am inform- I 
en have been in our camp professing friend- ' 
ship. 

The conduct of every part of my command 
wan such as not only to meet my approbation, 
but. considering the description of force, to 
excite my highest admiration. They perfor- 
med a march of 30 miles, drove in the ene- 
my's piquets, lay for some time under his bat- 
teries, retired in good order, and in every 
movement and labour of the day exhibited 
examples of order, fortitude and gallantry, 
which would have been honourable to the 
oldest troop*. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

P. B. lOliTER, 
Brig. Cen. Com'g. Volunteers. 
Major Genera! Jacob Brown. I 
com'g. 2d division I'. S. Army. \ 

Agreeably to general orders, I transmit the 
following report : 

At the commencement of the action of the 
5th July, Captain Tow la nd's company of ar- 
tillery, with the first brigade was solely enga- 
ged with the enemy ; lie maintained bis posi- 
tion on the right and kept up a spirited and 
destructive fre duriicj the advance of the 
enemv. Amidst I he lire and charge of the 
enemy, the captain and his subalterns. 1 icu- 
tenants Campbell and £chmuck, and lieutenant 
Randolph, of the infantry, commanding the 
res' ive of the artillery, behaved with the 
greatest gallantry ; and I am proud to *ay, 
tended greatly to check the impetuosity id" 
the enemv. 

At an early part of the battle, the captain's 
piece was thrown out of the action by a 2\ 
pound shot from the enemy ; yet his zeal and 
cautions wen given with his characteristic 
spirit to the remaining pieces, ai d he reports 
haiuNomely of the conduct and services of 
bis officers, non commissioned ofT.eeis, aud 
men. 

About the time the enemy commenced 
their charge, and at the moment they broke. 
Captain Kilt-Lie's company of artillery, and 
one piece (a 12 pounder) of Captain Kiddle's 
company of artillery under Lieutenant Hall, 
participated in the action. The captains, ol- 
tieejs, uou-eommi^ioned officers, a')d men. 
conducted H ansel . ; as brave aud Lvilhful 
soldiers, and the wnole arlillory then on the 
AA nnrsucd. under the lire of the enemy's 
atteric*. witbraptiTUy aikiMw tl.ein precipi- 
tate themselves within their works. At this 
period of the action, two 111 pounders under 
Captain Williams, aud the remainder of Cap- 
tain Kiddle's artillery were brought upon the 
field, but those officers reluctantly quit the 
ground without being permitted to open bat- 
tery upon the enemy's works. 

To particularize, if all had been engaged 
from Lrst to last, would he invidious, but, io 
this case, Captain Towson aud company de- 
serve particular mention. The captain, be- 
ing so fortunate as to be ordered m advance 



with his compeny of arttHcry, only, had an 
opportunity of showing his gallantry and dis- 
tinguishing himself, officers, aud soldiers, 
above others. 

With due respect, yours, &c. 

J. H IN DM AX 
Maj. Com. Hutt. ArltiltnJ. 

C. K. Gardner, Adjutant General. 



From the National IntcHisrcnccr. 
Washington, July 28, 1814. 
Messrs. Gahs <£* Sraion, 

Gentlemen — 1 linvc read in your Ga» 
zctte of the 19th of April, an editorial pa- 
ragraph attached to my report of the affair 
at Eh Cole Mill, made on the 31st of 
March, to the Hon. John Armstrong, se- 
cretary of \var; which was obviously de- 
signed* to implicate my veracity, to tarnish 
my honour, to .»K«it* lingular odium 
against me, ami prepare the public mind 
for the favourable reception of the denun- 
ciations which were soon lo follow. 

The otTciuive paragraph alluded to, lo 
which 1 have just cause of exception, 
clothed as it wns in an almost official garb, 
is couched in the following language : 

" We are authorized to state, that General 
Wilkinson's late movement was uot pursuant 
to the views of the war department: tliose 
vieus, (or orders) advised him to seise and hold 
a given position on ImKc ( hamplain, and ad- 
monished him against an incursion into Cana- 
da." 

The peculiarity of my situation, ami 
my rrpusnnnce to obtrude my personal 
concerns on the public attention, added to 
j mv continued ill health, have induced me 
I hitherto to treat this aspersiou wilh si- 
! lence; and now, when the prospect of an 
1 opportunity to vindicate my character and 
■ conduct is* very distant, 1 yield to the so- 
licitations of many respectable friends, 
aud address this note to you for publication, 
together with the papers which accompa- 
ny it. These documents numbered from 
Tto lOnJIL I trust, explain satisfactorily 
the following points, viz. 

1st. W hat were the view s of the M war 
department," or more properly the secret 
tary of war, in relation to my movement 
info Lower Canada on the 30th of March 
last? 

2nd. Whether the views or orders of 
the u war department," or secretary of 
war, •« advised me to wveand hold* given 
position on lake Champlain," or, 
3rd. Whether " the war department,* 
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<v secretary of war, 44 admonished me 
against an incursion into Canada/* 

The same documents will also expose 
the motives which induced me to enter 
Lower Canada at the time I did, and ou 
ilune motives I shall be content to rest 
my military reputation, so far as it can be 
affected by that operation; independent of 
junction or shelter from the war depart- 
ment, which it was not my intention to 
seek, by my letter of the 31st of March, 
as may, I conceive, be fairly inferred from 
my lelterof the 5th of April, which 1 un- 
derstand hug not been published, although 
it contained a return of killed and wound- 
ed. 

Respectfully, I am, gentlemen, your 
obedient servant, 

JAMES WILKINSON. 

Extract of a IclUr from Maj. Gen. Wilkin- 
son to the Secretary cf /far, dated 

II. Q. Malone. Military District ) 
No. 0, 29th Nov. 1813. ^ ] 

" By a confidential intelligencer from 
Cornwall, 1 am authorized to inform you 
that the enemy b making forced marches 
for Kingston with about 2500 regular 
troops, including those who descended the 
river after me ; the coast opposite to me is 
confided to the defence of the militia. 1 
shall advise the commanding officer at 
Sackett's Harbour, Commodore Chauncy 
and General Harrison of these move- 
ments of 4 he enemy n 

A true copy. 

CHARLES J. NOURSE, 

Aid-de-Camp. 

War Department, Jan. 1st. 1814. 

Sir — Your letter of the 20lh November 
was received yesterday. The detachment 
you mentioned may be destined, in con- 
junction with the garrison of Kingston, to 
an attack on Sackett's Harbour; or it may 
be, that portion of the garrisons of Kings- 
ton and Preecott, which followed you re- 
turning to their posts for the winter; or it 
may lie a corps destined to the west, 
either (by itself) to re-establish the Bri- 
tish force on the Thames, or to replace 
corp* at Kingston and York, which they 
have already moved with a view to that 
object. *If it be a positive attraction 
frotn Prevosfs force at Montreal, that 



* Here the secretary appears to bare 
minted a little at "iueursious" into Lower 

J. W. 



place must be very badly defended, and, 
the fact well ascertained, you may profit 
by it. Some activity on our part is the 
surest method of keeping down their en- 
terprises. Inform yourself well as to tnc 
Isle of aux Noix, and of the time and 
manner of the best approachiug it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most 
obedient servant. 

(Signed) J. ARMSTRONG. 

Major General Wilkinson. 

A true copy, 

CH ARLES J. NOURSE, A. D. C. 

Extract qf a letter from the secretary of war, 
dated 3 1st January, 181 i. 

** The objections which now occur to 
yourself against the operations suggested 
in your lelier of the 71b, were anticipated 
here, as well also the necessity of rein- 
forcing Sackett's Har!>our; considerations 
connected with thia last subject produced 
my order of the 20th inst. which super- 
cedes your measure of calling out militia, 
and which will not interfere with any well 
digested project for attacking the enemy's 
posts at Kingston, Prescott or elsewhere 
during the winter or early part of the 
spring. 

1st. The force ordered to the Harbour 
was not from its number calculated to 
produce a counler movement on the part 
of the enemy, it being thought barely suf- 
ficient to protect that place against his at- 
tacks. 

2nd. If it did produce the effect of a 
counler movement and carried up an 
equal or greater force of the enemy, his 
defences below were necessarily much 
weakened. 

** In the first case General Brown mnv 
avail himself of the ice, ami with the aid 
of Commodore Chauncy, carry Kingston 
by a coup de main. This ts Cuau.icy s 
opinion. 

u In the other case you may inflict 
blows of much importance below." 

A true copy, 

CHARLES J. NOURSE, 

Aid-de-Camp. 

Note. — The allusions of the secretary 
in the above letter, to be clearly under- 
stood, must be explained. My Jetler of 
the 7th Jan. proposed a general attack of 
the enemy's dispersed cantonments in 
front of Montreal, between the rivera Sor- 
rel and St. Lawrence,by a combined ope- 
ration of 4000 men, marching io two co* 
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lumns of eoual strength from PInttsbnrgh 
and the Fc:;r Corners, and by strict con- 
cert to form a junction at St. Pierre, ami 
from thence to attack St. Phillips, L'Aca- 
<Iie and St. Johns and having beaten, rout- 
ed or captured the decampments at those 
defenceless cantonments, to occupy their 
quarters, hold the country, and reduce 
the Isle aii* Noix, or return to our 
cantonments. Simultaneous with these 
movements, a column from the French 
Mills was sent to cross the St. Lawrence 
to Cornwall, to beat and disperse the ene- 
my at that place, and to fortify and hold 
it, effectually to e;:t off the intercourse 
between tli* {wo provinces. The objec- 
tions t » this enterprise hinted at by the 
secretary, arose out of a defect of provi- 
sions occasioned by au improper interfe- 
rence with my requisitions to the contrac- 
tor. The communication on which the 
secretary grounds his remarks, but does 
not explicitly acknowledge, was written 
the Kith of January, in which I proposed 
to him. as a substitute to the plan of the 
7th of January, to take Prescott by a coup 
dc main, which could have been easily 
affected, as the garrison had been reduced 
to 250 men ; and by this stroke we should 
have cut off all communication between 
Montreal and Kingston, and been enabled, 
with the co-operation of Governor Tomp- 
kins, who favoured the enteqtrise, to liave 
reduced Kingston ; but the secretary paid 
no more attention to my proposition than 
is to tie seen in his letter of the 31st Jan. 
On my part, after a conference with Go- 
vernor Tompkins, 1 was so forcibly im- 
pressed with the importance of the' plan, 
that t was determined to make it without 
waiting for the secretary** answer. Or- 
ders had been accordingly issued to Gene- 
ral Brown and Colonel Blssel,and I should 
have marched in two days ; when the se- 
cretary's order of the 20th Jan. came to 
hand, peremptorily commanding the aban- 
donment of our quarters at the French 
Mills, and ordering 2000 men to Saekett's 
Harbour, and the residue to Pittsburgh. 
In this letter the secretary's " views'' to 
Ihe poFtsof the enemy appear manifest, 
Hse how was I to u inflict blows of im- 
portance below." 

J. WILKINSON. 

4 

Extract »fa Idtcr from Maj. Gen. Wilkin- 
son to the secretary of rvar. 
Pi.aytrbprgh, Feb. 27, 1313. 
" I have received satisfactory uafonna- 



tion that there is, abwit four miles atiove 

the Isle aux Noix, on the west bank of 
the river, a contracted spot* of high 
ground surrounded by swampy low lands, 
inaccessible to artillery in the vernal and 
summer seasons, and that from the nar- 
rowness of the river at that place, a heavy 
battery there would effectually command 
it. The possession and maintenance of 
that spot would render the British flotilla 
or the waters of Lake Champlain useless, 
and it would secure to our army and its 
attirail, a safe lauding within sixteen 
miles of St Johns,, This would facilitate 
the early inv^ion of Canada from this 
quarter, ami- wo?ild oblige the enemy to 
weaken every other point, in order to 
concentrate, his force for the protection of 
Montreal. I am ready to take the posi- 
tion and act defensively, or to make an 
offensive incursion, or at least break up 
the enemy's quaters at St. John's, L'Aca- 
die and Chamble ; but I wait orders from 
my go^rnment, which to be effectual 
must reach me before the ice fails. 
A true copy. 

CHARLES J. NOURSE, 
Aid-de-Camp. 

Extract of a teller from tht secretary of ivar t to 
General tr'Ukinson t dated 

War Department, March 12,1314. 

" A position which shall have the ef- 
effect of keeping the enemy out of Lake 
Champlain, and of approaching us within 
striking distance of St. Johns, would be 
desirable, and ought to be seized and held. 
We ought, however, to be well assured 
that our batteries would command the 
strait. Common report, or the opinion of 
men founded merely on a coup d oeil, are 
uncertain guides. Has the width of the 
strait been measured ? The last moments 
of the froat will furnish the best time for 
executing the project. Of what material 
do yon propose to make your defences in 
the first instance, and how cover your 
troops ? In choosing between this and a 
mere desultory inarch, ending where it 
begins, ami exposing your troops to peril 
and hardship, without 'equivalent or use, 
there can be no hesitancy 

A true copy. 

CHARLES J. NOURSE. 

Aid-de-Camp. 

Note — This is answer direct to my let- 



* 111 is is abont 10 or 12 miles north of the 
Hoe of aationat aemarkatkm. J. TV 
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/, which is not acknowledg- 
ed, and certainly indicates, with all its 
caution, certain " views" of the secretary. 

«| • 1 V ■ 

f?.rfr<ic( flf a letter from Major General 
Wilkinson to the etcrctary of war, dated 
PukTTSBl'RGII, March 25,1814. 
" I have the honour to acknowledge the 
fcceipt of your letter of the 12th inat. in 
answer it would appear to mine of the 
27 tb ult. which has not been acknowledg- 
ed. 

" Having received authentic informa- 
tion from Judge Richards, the collector 
of Oswegatche, and other persons to be 
relied on, that the enemy continue to re- 
inforce the upper province, and as late 
as the 12th and 17th inst. marched up at, 
least eleven hundred regular troops, in 
▼iew of Hamilton, on St. Lawrence, 1 
consider it my wdis|*eusable duty to em- 
ploy all the means in my power to press 
him in this quarter, and should our com- 
parative streugth warrant it, to attack 
him at St. Johns, and put him in fear for 
Montreal, in order to compel him to with- 
draw a part of his force from above to give 
security to Montreal, and cover his posts 
between the Sorrel and the St. Lawrence. 
I am the more strongly inclined to this 
measure as one of solemn obligation, by 
the information I have received of the 
movements of Major General Brown to 
Niagara, and the weak state in which 1 
understand Sackef s Harbour has been left; 
should the weather favour me, 1 shall 
march to-morrow or the next day, with 
my main body, and shall form a junction 
neaT the line with, the troops now atChazy 
and St. Armands, at which place Briga- 
dier General Macomb has been on post 
with Colonel Clark for some days ; the 
morning after 1 shall -drive the enemy 
from Odelltowo and La Cole, and from 
thence shall endeavour to reconnoitre 
routs and feel his force in my front, by 
which my posterior movement will be 
governed. 

" It is my Intention to seize and hold 
a position on the Sorrel, effectually to lock 
up the British soaadron at St. Johns, 
should the ordnance and ammunition re- 
quired of Major Bomford arrive in season. 
$ut pardon me, sir, for observing that this 
is the only time for executing; such a pro- 
ject, the weather; being temperate and 
"tbe ice-strong i if wo wait until the last 
•momenta of the frost; e.vcry thin*? bee omes 



precarious, a sudden thaw may break up 
the ice, the roads may become nearly im- 
passable, and the vessels of the enemy 
enter the Lake. The position at W hite- 
mau's, three or four miles above the Isle 
mix Noix, is reported to be the best ; 
that at Rouse's point, I have examined in 
company with Major Totten, and m addi- 
tion to his letter on the subject heretofore 
forwarded, I now send you his plan of that 
acite ; my fortifications will be of earth 
and wood, and the troops e 
this service will be billeted in adjacent 
houses, or sheltered with boards, and kept 
warm with large fires at their feet. 

" Wkh respect to desultory move- 
ments, 1 beg leave to observe, they can 
be no further useful than to disconcert the 
plans of the enemy, or to etfect salutary 
diversions; on these grounds they are 
not only justifiable Irot commendable, and 
for such objects only should they be made. 

A true copy. 

CHARLES J. NOURSE, 
jad-de-Camf- 

Notb — In this letter the motives and 
objects of my movement into Canada are 
avowed, and it will be found that the ob- 
jects submitted to the secretary of war, in 
my letter of the 27th February, had he- 
come a secondary consideration with me, 
a diversion in favour of one post on Lake 
Ontario being the first Under the infor- 
mation I received from Judge Rachards 
and others, had 1 sat still at Plattsburs;h, 
I could not have justified my conduct to 
my profession, my country or my con- 
science. J « w * 
Pi,ATT8BiT*Gn, 22d March, 1814. 

DtAR Sir— 1 think it ray duty to in- 
form you that two detachments of British 
troops have lately passed up the St. Law- 
rence River, the first on Sunday the 13tb, 
sup|>osed near 400, and on Wednesday {he. 
]rjth,the other supttosed not less than 700, 
said to be the longest string of mens* en 
to go up the present season— tliej p<wd 
Hamilton the days above mentioned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
van! 

(Signed) ALEX. RICHARDS. 
Major General J. Wilkinson, commanding 
United States' troop* in district No. 9. 

Champlain t 27tkMarth, 1814. 

PRIVATP.. , 

Dear General— I send information 
whidi may be considered important. 
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La Cole Mill hna lately been reinforced 
by the 13(h n uimeiil. As a proof Unit 
there arc many men there, all the houses 
up to Brislmn's anil down Mow White- 
man's on the lake, ami up the road which 
leads to Odelltowu 1 1-2 miles, are occu- 
pied. The post at Sqr. Odell's mill has 
been reinforced. 

hU aux Noii. The 49th de Meuron 
arid Voltigeur regiments arrived on 
Thursday last, one of those rcgimeuts on- 
ly, not known which, was counted and 
consisted of 400 rank and file. One gal- 
ley has been up to La Cole, two will be 
rigged and up to-morrow, two new galleys 
are building the ice is good ye., aloutj 
shore even to Si. Johns. 

St. Johns, only 300 men. 

Chamlhf, very few troops, and these in- 
corporated militia. Sir George has not 
yet left Quebec, unless since Thursday. 

A Mnj or who was some time at La Cole, 
(ofthe marines)has gone against Macomh. 

I he intentions of the enernv to attack 
him were declared and manifest ; all the 
disposable force has been or will be sent 
against Mm. 

The foregoing was just now communi- 
cated by your agent ; and he declares, 
unless it he true, he can never be able to 
procure correct intelligence ; he reposes 
perfect trust in the man from whom it was 
received. 

Major Forsyth has given me intelli- 
gence, derived from another source, w hich 
very nearly confirms what 1 have written. 
I shall do myself the honour to see you 
to-morrow, and communicate other impor- 
tant information with plans, Ale. 

I have the honour to he, sir, with great 
respect, your obedient servant. 

JOSEPH G. TOTTEN". 
Capl. Enqr.Bvtvct Major. 
Major Cen. Wilkinson. 

Commanding U. Slates' army. 
A true ropy. 

CHARLES J. NOITRSE, 

Jid-de-Camp. 
Extract of « k tier from Major General IFU- 
Kinton, to the ucretary of war, dated 
Champlain, April 5th, 1814. 
SfR-I wrote you on the 31st ult. fro..i 
Odelltowu, and have now the honour to 

ed m the affair of the 30th, which we have 
an nlT" v to "certain with accuracy 
TZ 1 Y ° U perceive th * n<"»mfr 
eiceeda my estimate, which was founded 



on the verbal report of officers command- 
ing corps; hut f have the satisfaction of 
informing you, tliat the surgeons represent 
very few of the cases to be dangerous. 
Neither the real force nor the loss of the 
enemy can be ascertained ; rumours are 
as usual various — but we have ground for 
belief, that nearly two companies of the 
m tr'mes were cut off, and three officers 
killed and wounded. 1 understand that 
corps made the last gallant charge on our 
battery, who were met by about 230 men 
of the right of Brigadier (ien. Bissel, and 
under his eye repulsed them, after .a con- 
test of two or three minutes. 

Enclosed you have a memorandum* of 
the enemy's force I expected to meet when 
1 entered Canada, a ml which, independent 
of the motives heretofore submitted to you, 
it was my duty to drive hack from their 
near approach to our settlements. We 
could not, from the comparative strength 
of their walls, and the w eight of our artil- 
lery, force the fortification — and of conse- 
quence the garrison escaped, and ulterior 
objects could not be carried iu to execution, 
as it blocked up the only practicable road 
to St. Johns. I trust a fair interpretation 
will be put on my motives, while mv per- 
sonal professional conduct, during this lit- 
tle operation, in leading on, in fighting, 
and bringing off the troops, is open to 
scrutiny. 

But before I dismiss the subject, it is 
incumbent on me to say, much of our lo9s 
was sustained in a rash charge of our ad- 
vance on the enemy's work, w here I have 
discov ered six of our men fell so near to 
it, they could not be brought off. Nothing 
can test the courage of men more than a 
stationary position, under a galling fire, 
which cannot Ik? returned with any pros- 
pect of effect ; ami to cover our battery, 
which became the indispensable dutv of 
Hrlsr. «en. Smith's and Brig. Gen. Bis- 
sell's corps, for more than two hours — 
during which time every man stood firm, 



MEMORANBirM. 

Force, reported by a confidential agent, and 
bt .eyed to be in the vicinity of La Cnle—lst 

?!i «r/° yal mar "»<*. 13th r«-t. 

450; 49th rest. 400 ; regt. of Meuron, 6(H) ; 
voltigeurs 400; fencibtes. 150-Total 2550. 

I »e secretary of war transmitted me the 
olknnng estimate of these corps.— 1st batta- 
lion royal marines, 7fi0; 13th rest. 000 ; i9tb 
re K t 350; regt. of xMciiron, 700; 
450 j fencibJcs, S00— Total 3350, 
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and a patnl cheek was net to be discover- 
ed from right to left. 

I shall hold this point, to cover our fron- 
tier ; and, from its proximity to the ene- 
my, keep him in check, and prevent his 
sending more reinforcements to Upper 
Cauada. But 1 am constrained to make 
detachments to my rear by causes beyond 
my control. 

1st. A sudden and continued thaw has 
opened the rivers, rendered the lake im- 
passable, and in a few days must free it 
of ice. 

2d. The enemy's squadron, from all the 
information 1 could collect, will be ready 
for operation in a week. 

3d. Our squadron, from the best infor- 
mation I poasess, will not he equip! for ser- 
vice before the next month. 

Under these circumstances, he (the ene- 
my) might by a sudden movement up the 
lake, with 800 or 1000 men, should our 
whole force be kept there, put our depots 
in danger, anil make an attempt upon our 
squadron in dock. 

In this situation, I have not hesitated 
for the course to be pursued. Brig. Gen. 
Macomb marched on the 3d inst. with a 
detachment to resume his position at Bur- 
lington for its protection, and another de- 
tachment marched yesterday to Pitts- 
burgh, for the defence of that place, under 
Col. Smith. Brigadier General Smith 
and Bissel, with the rifle corps and a par- 
ty of dragoons, still occupy this position. 

The troops continue healthy and in 
good spirits, and if I had at my disposal 
the necessary cannon, I would still form 
a bnttery at Rouse's Point to command the 
Sorrel ; but the obstruction of all prompt 
conveyance, by the unexpected relaxation 
of the season, has interposed the impedi- 
ments suggested in ray letter* from Platts- 
burgh. A true extract. * 

JAMES WILKINSON. 
Notb — In this letter, it will be seen, 
that the elements conspired to defeat my 
designs against the enemy, and that al- 
though worn down and enfeebled by dis 
ease, 1 yielded only to the acts of God. 

JA. WILKINSON. 
Minutes of a emmcil of mar, hnlden at Cham- 
plain, 3d Jpril, 1814. 

PKK8ENT. 

Brigadiers General Macomb, 

Smith and 

♦ See letter of tuc 2>th of March. 



Major General Wilkinson submits to 
the council the following remarks :— -The 
rapid and continued thaw has opened the 
river, and roust in a few days, from the 
opinions of old inhabitants of respectabili- 
ty, break up the lake. The larger por- 
tion of the enemy's flotilla is near Rouse's 
Point, prepared to enter the lake, and the 
whole will be ready for operation in a 
few days ; they may anticipate our own 
flotilla, and in such case, should we hold 
possession of this point, the enemy, by a 
rapid water movement with a detachment 
of 800 or 1000 men, may reach PlatU- 
burgh and destroy our depot : under these 
circumstances, the major general requests 
the opinion of the council, on the expedi- 
ency of maintaining this position, or falling 
back to cover our magazines. 

It is the opinion of the council, that we 
should cover our magazines at Pitts- 
burgh. 

ALEX. MACOMB, Brig. Gea. 
T. A. SMITH, Brig. Gen. 
D. BISSEL, Brig. Gen. 
Note — It will be seen from this docu- 
ment, that in abandoning any repeated 
attack on Lower Canada, the opinions of 
my general officers were with me. 
3 JA. WILKINSON. 

[Willing that Gen. Wilkinson shall 
reap the full benefit of his appeal to the 
public, the editors have purposely abstain- 
ed from accompanying the preceding let- 
ter with any comment, or vindication of 
the editorial remark to which it refers ; re- 
serving the right, in a future paper, to ab- 
solve themselves from the charge of hav- 
ing promulgated an unjust imputation on 
the military conduct of the general.] 



From the Bxtffaloe GagttU, Jwu 14. 
COLONEL CHAPIN TO THE PUBLIC. 

The distressing scenes exhibited on the 
Niagara frontier last fall and winter, ha- 
ving excited many painful seneationa and 
anxious inquiries for the causes which 
led to those disgraceful disasters, have in- 
duced me to lay before the public, some 
of the most conspicuous actors of those 
I^bp exploits. 

While the American regular forces 
continued at FortGeorge, nothing occured 
to affect our security, till that strange phe- 
nomenon, George Af* Clttre, api>eared. He 
with much pomp and parade, however, 
kept *out of harm's way,* by riding up and 
down on the east side of the streights of 
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Niagara, till I hud with a small force of 
"Volunteers, militia and Indians, routed the 
*iremy from Ms encampment at the 4 mile 
Creek. Then, this mighty man crossed the 
river with the vrind of a Hull or Smyth* 
Hided by the frctid strench of J. C. S> who 
burst forth with terror and rage upon the 
tiefencetess inhabitants of Canada. These 
terrible heroes, however, very cautiously 
st voided any engagement witli the enemy. 
fFhey conceived it eumcicnt for them to 
fern* with women and children, to lay waste 
their dwellings; to M burn up the damn'd 
meals* wastheir favourite maxim. Their 
tnarch from Beaver Dam to Quecnstown, 
will long be remembered by the distressed 
victims of that march. In this march, 
property of almost every description was 
^hindered) and buildings burnt under their 
own view. This, however, is a mere pre- 
lude to the tragedy he was afterwards des- 
tined to act. 

The ill-fated town of Newark was burnt 
under his orders, on the night of the 10th of 
December, 1813. Here was exhibited a 
scene Of distress, which language would 
be inadequate to express; women ami 
children were turned out of doors, in a cold 
and stormy night ; the cries of mfants, the 
decrepitude of age, the debility of sickness, 
liad no Impression upon this monster in 
human shape; they were consigned to 
the great house, whose canopy was the 
heavens, a nd whose walls were as boundless 
as the wide world. 

In the destruction of this town, the 
vulture M<Jlure 9 was aided by the most 
active exertions of Joseph Willcock$> that 
• ♦ # • # Wn0 fa a number of 

years resided in this pleasant village, and 
bad been patronized in it far beyond his 
merit* : and at a time when it became his 
duty a§ a man of justice, and as a subject 
of his majesty, whose government he had 
so often sworn to protect and defend, he 
like a eowarcHy sycophant, deserted the 
cause of his country, and actually led a 
banditti through the town on that fatal 
night, setting fire to his neighbours' dwel- 
lings, and damning every American, ap- 
plying the epithet of tory to all who disap- 
proved of thb flagrant act of barbarity, 
it will be recollected, that this town was 
burnt at a time when the British forces 
were not in any considerable force with- 
in the distance of thirty miles. 

The general next selected Ihe Ameri- 
can side of the Niagara for the theatre of 



future operations. He took up hi* quar- 
ters at Buffaloe. A small force of about 
200 regulars wn* called from Canamlalgua, 
which we should have supposed might to 
have been sent for the protection of Fort 
Niagara, as that place was menaced by. 
the enemy. Instead of this, the general 
ordered them to remain at BufTaloe. Fort 
Niagara was taken on the morning of the 
10th December, 1813. The day pre- 
vious, the general was informed hy a citf» 
aen, who had made his escape fron Ca- 
nada, that an attack would bo made on 
Fort Niagara at the time it Was, Here 
then ia something very remarkable in the 
conduct of the general ; instead of des- 
patching an express with this very impor- 
tant intelligence immediately, he omitted 
it, if not altogether, till it was too late for 
the express to ride there. As soon as the 
capture of that post was known at Buffalo*;, 
the general removed himself and men from 
BufTaloe, to the Cold Springs, a distance of 
two miles. This movement appeared to 
be made in order that the redoubtable 
general should have time to retreat, with- 
out hearing the whistling of British balls, 
which, by the by, we suppose would have 
been very unpleasant to the general's or* 
gans of hearing, as he was totally unused 
to such sounds. Here he remained a few 
days ; but finding from intelligence which 
he received from Canada, that the enemy 
were preparing to attack BufTaloe, he took 
up his line of march to Batavia, a dis- 
tance of 40 miles : no doubt conceiving 
thai a place of greater safety, as there be 
could nor hear the report of the enemy** 
guns. From Batavia, I was told, that he 
made his retreat good to his residence in 
Steuben county, having covered himself 
and his associates wilh laurels of<fe«rac& 

As4o his assertions, that be was fired, 
upon by the men who he said were under 
my command, 1 believe it to lie perfect- 
ly false. The inhabitanU of Buffaloe aU 
felt deeply interested in the protection of 
that place, apprehending full well the 
consequences of an invasion of it by an 
enemy whose character heretofore had 
been marked with acts of outrage and 
cruelty, and who now was stimulated to 
t he most desperate measures of retaliation, 
by the conduct of M'Ciure in burning of 
Newark. They repeatedly requested 
him to afford the necessary protection. 
The public are already acquainted with 
the protection he oflorded. The rams of 
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the Niagara frontier; the lean of the 
widow, and the cries of orphan children, 
still remain as a proof of the cowardice 
and villainy of this man and his associates. 

As it regards myself tuid the command 
1 held in I he army while it was under 
MX lure, I think proper to state the princi- 
pal reason which induced mc to resign. 
After having been repeatedly exposed to 
much danger by order of MK)lure, espe- 
cially when he ordered me to the 30 mile 
creek, in Upper Canada; and while 1 re- 
mained there under his order with about 
40 men, he said in presence of Mr. Curtis, 
whose affidavit I produced, .** that he re- 
gretted I had not been taken -by the ene- 
my , that he wished 1 hail been ; that he 
hoped the damned rascal would be. r 
Now the public will observe, that I was 
acting under the orders of M'CIure, and 
had taken u commanding position at that 
place. He ordered Colonel Hopkins, to 
command the men in the rear of me, who 



Staff ef New-York, Mn^ara County, ss. 

Asa Ransom, of Ihe town of Clarence, 
in the county of Niagara, bein^ solemnly 
sworn, deposeth and aaifh, that on the 
twenty-third or fourth day of December 
last past, he (this deponent) was at the 
house of Frederick Miller, near the late 
village of Buflaloe, Brig. Gen. M'CIure 
and his aids, and several gentlemen from 
Buffaloe and elsewhere, were there. Is 
a conversation with Erastus Granger, Esq. 
this deponent heard General M'CIure, 
publicly declare, that he would take 
away the regulars and was going away 



Judge Granger asked him 
he meant to take away the ammunition. 
General M'CIure answered, that he did. 
Judge Granger observed, for God s sake? 
don't do that, for we shall all be destroy- 
ed — Buffaloe will be burned and we shall 
have nothing to defend ourselves with : 
General M'CIure then said, I will stay and 
defend you, if the inhabitants will arrest 



ordered to remain on the Forty, till 
I was reinforced ; but contrary to the as- 
surances which M'CIure had given me, 
Colonel Hopkins was ordered to remain 
twelve miles in the rear of me. 

Should any person concerned, reply to 
these observations, further facts will be 
developed ; meanwhile the public are re- 
quested to peruse the subjoined docu- 
ments—others are in my possession, and 
will he published. 

CYRENIUSCHAPIN. 
June 13, 1313. 

JSiagara Cottnfy, ss. 

Benjamin Caryl, of Buffaloe, in the 
said county, being sworn, saith,that he was 
in corapauy with Captain Frank Hampton, 
of the 24th Regiment U. S. infantry, on 
or about the 3d day of January, last at Ba- 
tavia, ami then and there heard the said 
Hampton declare, that he most cordially 
njoiced at the burning of the village of 
Buffaloe — that he regretted the loss of 
two or three of its inhabitants only ; and 
in the same conversation he heard him 
say, that he wished he had the power of 
God Almighty, he would exercise the 
Hame in damning the greater part of the 
inhabitants of Buffaloe to all eternity — 
farther this deponent saith not. 

BENJAMIN CARYL. 

Sworn to before me this 1 4th day of 
March, f8* «, Samuel T\tpper y first judge 
of common pleas for Niagara county. 



were twelve miles from that place. Ijand bind the damned rascal, (Chapin) 

and bring him to me; if they will not 4© 
that, they may all be destroyed, and I 
don't care how soon. And this deponent 
further saith, that he had understood that 
M'CIure and Chapin had quarrelled vio- 
lently about the burning of Newark, and 
that animosity continued to the time of 
General M'CIure's departure from Buffa- 
loe, which was on or about the daya 
above mentioned. And further this de- 
ponent saith not. 

ASA RANSOM. 

Sworn to, &c. 
Niagara County, ss. 
Dudly Frink and Jacob I. Fort, being 
duely sworn say, that on or about the 
twenty-third day of December last they 
were in company with Captain John A . 
Rodgers, of the 14th regiment of the U. S. . 
infantry, then acting aid to Gen. M'CIure.' 
at Keys' tavern in Data via; these de- 
ponents heard the said Rodgers solemn- 
ly declare in the presence of a number of 
other gentlemen, that he wished to God 
that Buflaloe was burned, and that he 
would give one hundred dollars to any 
person that would bring him information 
that Buflaloe was actually burned. And 
further these deponents say not. 

DUDLEY FRINtf, 
JACOB I. FORT. 

Sworn to, &c. 
State of New- York, county of Niagara, ss. 
NehemJab Seeley, late a resident of the 
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village of Buffaloe, bein$ solemnly sworn 
saith, that on the twenty-second or third 
day ol* December last, he, this de|*>nent, 
hnd a conversation, at the house of Fre- 
derick Miller near Buffaloe with Donald 
Frazer, a lieutenant in the regular ser 
vice, who waa then acting us an aid to 
General ftl'Clure — in which conversation 
the said Frnzer said, that if Buffaloe 
sliould be burned, he had no doubt the 
inhabitants would be remunerated by ($0- 
vcrnment— that he believed it would be 
an advantage to the country to have it 
burned, it -would make hundreds of sol- 
dier?, it would stimulate men to enlist to 
prosecute the war With more vigour ; — 
he said, if he had a house in Hutl'aloe he 
shouh be ^lad to see a fire brand in it in 
two minutes. And further said not. 

NKHEM1AU SEELKY. 
Sworn to, Ac. 



NEW COXSTITI TIOiY OF FRANCE. 

Pabis, Jive 1. — The kitiz wilh liis attend- 
ant* repaired this day to the hall of the legis- 
lative body. Salvos ol* artillery at half past 
two announced th«; arrival ol* his majesty. 
The king addressed the as>eiribly c ; follows. 

Gc5ti.cme.v~ VVhen for the first time I 
come within these walls, surrounded by the 
grand bodies of state, the representatives of 
a nation which is prodigal in the a (fee tin; de- 
monstration of its love to ma. I felicitate my- 
self in having become the disposer ol the ble-s 
k>g swhich has it pleaded Providence to grant 
to my people. 

I have made a treaty of peace with Aus- 
tria, Russia, England and Prussia, in w hich 
their allies are included, viz. the Princes of 
Christendom. The war was universal : the 
reconciliation is equally so. 

The rank which France always occupied 
among nations is not t rand erred to any other, 
and it remains without division. All the se- 
curity which the other ixnvcrs have acquir- 
ed equally increases here ; and consequently 
adds to her real power. The failing to preserve 
our conquests therefore ought not to be regard 
ed as a retrenchment of our real force. 

The glory of the French arms has received 
no diminution. The monuments of their 
valour still remain, and the master pieces of 
the arts belong to us henceforth by rights 
more stable than those of victory. 

The avenues of commerce, so long closed, 
shall be laid open. The market of France 
shall be no longer open solely to the produc- 
tion of its own sod and industry. Those of 
which habit has created a need/or which are 
necessary to the arts which she carries on, 
will be furnished by the possessions which she 
now recovers. She will no longer be compell- 
ed to be deprived of then), cr to obtain them 



on ruinous conditions. Our manufacturers 

tchal I flourish again ; our maritime towns again 
spring up ; and every thing promises us, tLat 
a long calm abroad, and a durable felicity at 
home, will be the happy fruits of the peace. 

A distressing recollection always disturb* 
my joy. I flattered myself that I was born 
to remain for life a faithful subject of tire best 
of kings ; and, I this day occupy his place ! 
But he is not wholly dead, lie lives again in 
that testament whic h he destined for the in- 
struction of the august and uuiortuuate child 
whom I succeed. 

With my eyes fixed on that instrument, 
penetrated with the sentiments that dictated 
it, guided by the experience and assisted by 
the counsels of m ■: y among you, I have digest- - 
ed the const notional charter, which is now to 
be read, and which places on solid bases the 
prosp* rity of the state. 

My chancellor will make known to yon more 
in detail, my paternal intentions. 

[It would be as difficult to describe with 
what profound cinotiou, with wliat an iinprcs- 
s ion of affection and gratitude the speech of 
his majesty was beard, as it would be to give a • 
just idea of the at once, noble and moving ex- 
pression, the paternal accent, the impretisiro 
tone, and the contagious >cnsibility with which 
it was pronounced. Reiterated acclamation, 
of the assembly and new cries of long live the 
kine, arose from every side. 

Thi'. king ordered the chancellor of France to 
make a communication of the constitutional 
charter. The meeting then assumed a new 
character. The nation was al>out to be ac- 
quainted with its rights and duties. The, 
most profound silence reigued anew. 

DECLARATIOX OF THE SISO. 

Low*, by the grace of <iod, king of France and 
Aavarrc. t-> all to nhom these presents may 
cnuic — Greeting : 

Divine Providence, in recalling us to onr 
states after a long absence, has imposed upon 
us great obligations. Peace was the first want 
of our subjects ; to this we have been devotwd 
without relaxation ; and this peace, as neces- 
sary to France as to the rest of iMirope, is sign- 
ed. A constitutional charter was solicited by 
the existing administration of the kingdom ; 
we have promised one, and we now publish it. 
We have considered that although in Fiance 
all authority resides in the kins, our predeces- 
sors have not In stated to modify the exercise 
of it, according to the variations of the times. 
Thus the people owe their affranchisement to 
Louis the Fat the confirmation and extension 
of their rights to M. IxrnU and Philip the 
Handsome; the oitl-r • f the judiciarv was 
established and developed by Ijouis XI. llcnry 
II. and Charles IX ; and in fine, Louis > VI.' 
regulated almost every pm t of the public ad- 
ministration by different decrees, the wist.om 
of wh* :-h nothing has surpassed. 

Wo owe it to the example of the kings, our 
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predecessors, to appreciate the effect* of the 
• always accelerating advancement of know- 
ledge, of the new rotations which this advance* 
men I has introduced into society, of the direc- 
tion given to the mind within half a century, 
and the important alterations which have re- 
sulted from it ; we have considered that the 
desire of our subjects for a constitutional char- 
ter was the expression of a real want; but in 
yielding; to this desire, we have taken every 
precaution that this charter should be worthy 
of us and of the people whom we are proud to 
command; wise men, selected from the first 
bodie* in the state, have been united with the 
com missioners of onr council, to labour upon 
this important work. 

At the same time that we acknowledge that 
a free and monarchical constitution ought 
to satislV the expectation of enlightened Eu- 
rope, we ought to remember that our first du- 
ty towards our people is to preserve, for their 
own interest, the right* and prerogatives of 
our crown. We have hoped. that, instructed 
by experience, it will be acknowledged that 
tupreine authority alone can give to the insti- 



tutions which it establishes, the power, per- 
manence and majesty with which it is itself 
clothed; that when the wisdom of kings 
yields freely to the will of the people, a con- 
stitutional charter may be of long duration ; 
but when violence wrests concessions from the 
weakness of government, public liberty is not 
less in danger than the throne itself. We 
have in fine sought for the principles of the 
constitutional charter in the French charac- 
ter and in the venerable monuments of past 
ag^s. Thus wo have seen in the renewal of 
(he peerage, an institution truly national, and 
one which outfit to bind together all recollec- 
(i in an I all hopes, in uniting ancient and mo- 
di-rn times. 

Wo have substituted the house of deputies 
for those ancient assemblies of the Chump rfe 
Mars and rfe Mat, ami those chambers of the 
three stilts, which have so often given, in sud- 
den emergencies, proofs of zeal for the inter- 
ests of the people, and fidelity and respect for 
the authority of kings. In endeavouring thus 
to ivnew the chain of times which fatal errors 
bad broken, we have effaced from our recollec- 
tion, as we wish it wvre possible to efface them 
from history, all the calamities which have 
afflicted our country during air abseuro. Hap- 
py to find ourselves in the bosom of the great 
family, we know not how to respond to the 
love of which we receive sumauv testimonials, 
but by pronouncing the words of peace and 
consolation. The wish nearest our heart, is 
that all Frenchmen may live as brothers, and 
that no bitter recollection may ever disturb 
the security which ought to result from the 
toSc nu act which we this day grant to them. 

Sure of our intentions and fortified by our 
conscience, we engage before tbo assembly 
thai now listens to us, to bki faithful to this 
coustitutiouaJ charter; wills the proviso of 



swearing to support ft, with new solemnity* 
before the altars of Him who weighs in the 
same balance kings and nations. 

l or these reasons we have voluntarily, and 
in the free exercise of our royal authority, 
granted, and do grant, make concession and 
release to our subjects, as well for ourselves 
as for our successors, the constitutional char- 
ter which follows :— 

Public Rights nf the French people. 
Art. 1. The French people are equal in the 
eye of the law, whatever otherwise are their 
titles and ranks. 

2. They contribute without distinction, in 
proportion to their fortune, to the expenses of 
the state. 

3. They are all equally admissible to civil 
and military employments. 

4. Their individual .liberty is equally guar- 
anteed : no person can be prosecuted or ar- 
rest-. d, but in cases provided by the law, and 
in the forms which that present tns. 

5. Kvery one p-ofessc* bis religion with 
equal liberty, and enjoys the same protection 
in his worship. 

C. In the mean time the catholic apostolic 
and ItomUh religion is the religion of the 
state. 

7. The ministers of the catholic apostolic 
and romish religion, aiKl those of other mod*-* 
of christian worship, receive support from the 
roval treasury alone. 

8. The French people have the right to pnb- 
. lish and print their opinions, in conformity to 
i the law* which ottght to repress the abuse of 
I this liberty. 

9. All property is inviolable, w'.'hont any 
exception of that which is called national, the 
law making no distinction. 

10. The state can demand the sacrifice of 
individual property for the public bcuifit legal- 
ly provided ; but with a previous indemnity. 

11. All inquiries into the opinions or vote* 
given, up to the time of the restoration, arc 
forbidden. The same oblivion is eojoiued oa 
tribunals and on citizens. 

12 The conscription is abolished. The 
mode of recruiting for land and sea service it 
determined by law. 

Form of (he king's governintnt. 

13. The person of the king is inviolable and 
sacred. His miuisters are responsible. To 
the king alone belongs the executive power. 

14. The king is the supreme chief of the 
state, commands the forces by land and sea, de- 
clares war, makes treaties of peace, alliance 
and commerce, appoints to'all employments of 
public administration, and makes the regula- 
tions aud decrees for the execution of the laws 
and the safety of the state. 

l/>. The legislative power i« exercised col- 
lectively by the king, the house of peers, and 
the* house of deputies of departments. 

16. The king proposes the law. 

17. The proposition of a law is carried, at 
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the will of tbe king, to the house or peers or 
to that of deputies, except laws for raising re- 
venue, which must be first addressed to the 
bouse of deputies. 

18. Every law must be freely discussed and 
▼oted for by a majority of each of the two 
bouses. 

19. The bouses have the right to supplicate 
the king to propose a law upon any subject, and 
to point out what it appears to them proper 
the laws should contain. 

20. This request may he made by each of 
the two houses, but after having been discuss- 
ed in secret committee, it shall not be sent 
lo the other house by that which proposed it, 
until after a delay of ten days. 

21. If tbe proposition is adopted by the 
other house it shall be submitted to the eyes 
of the king ; if he rejects it, shaJl not be again 
brought forward the same session. 

22. The king alone sanctions and promul- 
gates the laws. 

23. The civil list is fixed for the whole dura- 
tion of the reign by the (list legislature assem- 
bled after the accession of the king. 

The Ifnuse nf Peers. 

24. The house of peers is an essential part 
•f the legislative (tower. 

25. It is convoked by the king, at the same 
iirae with the house of deputies of depart- 
ments. 

26. Every assembly of the house of peer* 
which shall be holden out of the time of the 
session of the house of deputies, or which shall 
aot be convened by decree of the king, is un- 
lawful and eutirely null. 

27. The. nomination of peers of France be- 
longs to the king. Their number is unlimit- 
ed, lie may vary their dignities, name them 
tbr life or make them hereditary according to 
his pleasure. 

28. The peers have admittance into the house 
at 25 years of age, but have not a deliberative 
voice until 30. 

29. The chancellor of France presides in the 
house of peers, and in Ins absence a peer named 
by the king. 

30. The members of the royal family and 
the princes of the blood are peers by right of 
birth. They take their seats immediately 
alter the president ; but have no deliberative 
voice until they are 25 years of age. 

31. The princes cannot take their scat in 
the house, but on tbe order of the king, ex- 
pressed at eaeh session by a message, on pen- 
alty of rendering void every thing that shall 
be done in their presence. 

32. All deliberation of the house of peers 
are secret. 

33. The boiiFe of peers takes cognizance of 
the crimes of hijh treason, ana attempts 
against the safety of the state, which arc de- 
fined by law. 

3*1. No peer can be arrested but by autho- 
rity of the house, and judged by it in criminal 



The House of the Deputies of Department. 

36. The house of deputies shall be compo- 
sed of deputies elected by the electoral col- 
leges, the organization of which shall be deter- 
mined by law. 

36. Each department shall have tbe same 
number of deputies that it has at present. 

37. The deputies shall be elected for 5 
years and in such manner that the bouse 
shall be renewed for one fifth part every year. 

38. No deputy can be admitted into the 
bouse unless he "pays a direct contribution of 
1000 franc«. 

39. If, however, their are not found in the 
department 50 persons of the age mentioned, 
paying at least 1000 francs of direct contribu- 
tion, their number shall be computed by 
those who are highest taxed below 1000 fraors, 
and t hesc cannot be elected concurrently with 
the first. 

40. The electors who concur in the nomina- 
tion of deputies, cannot have the right of 
suffrage unless they pay a direct contribu- 
tion of 300 francs, or if they are under 30 years 
of age. 

11. The presidents of the clectorial colleges 
shall be appointed by the king and of right 
members of the college. 

42. A half, at least, of tbe deputies shall be 
chosen among candidates who have their po- 
litical domicil within the department. 

43. The president of the bouse of deputies 
is appointed by the king from a list of five 
members presented by the bouse. 

44. The sittings of the house arc public ; 
but the request of five members is sufficient to 
require them to sit in secret committee. 

45. The house resolves itself into a board 
to discuss projects which have been presented 
to it by the king. 

46. No amendment can be made to a law, 
unless it is proposed in committee by tbe 
king, and unless it has been sent and discussed 
at the boards. 

47. The bouse of deputies receives all pro- 
positions for imposts, and it is not till after 
these propositions havebecu acceded to, that 
they can be carried to the house of peers. 

48. No impost can be established or levied 
that has not been consented to by the two 
houses, and sanctioned by the king. 

49. A land tax can be couscnted to for but 
one year. Indirect taxes may be for many 
years. 

50. The king couvencs the two bouses every 
year. He piorogues them, and may dissolve 
that of the deputies of the departments, but 
in that case he must convoke a new one in the 
course of three months. 

51. No constraint upon the body of any 
member of the bouse, can be exercised during 
the session, or within six w*eeks which pre- 
cede or follow it. 

52. No member of the house cajj, during 
the continuance of the session, be prosecuted 
or arrested In a criminal matter, except in 
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rase of a flagrant offence, and after the house 
has permitted the prosecution. 

53. No petition to either of the homes rati 
he made and presented except in writing. 
The law forbids presenting them in person 
and at the bar. 

• Ministers. 

54*. The ministers may be members of the 
house of peers* or of the house of deputies . 
They have besides admission into either house, 
and are to be heard whenever they demand it. 

6j. The bouse of deputies has* the right of 
accusing the ministers, and of arraigning them 
before the house of peers, which aloue has the 
power of trying them. 

fiC. They can be prosecuted only for trea- 
son or extortion. Particular laws shall define 
this species of crimes, and determine the 
mode of prosecuting it. 

The Judiciary Department. 

51. All justice emanates from the king. It 
i« administered in his name, by judges whom 
he appoints and establishes. 

53. The judges, appointed by the king, are 
irre moveable. 

59. The courts and ordinary tribunals, ac- 
tnally existing, are preserved. Nothing will 
be changed relative to them, but by virtue of 
a law. 

00. The existing establishment of judges of 
commerce is preserved. 

61. The establishment of justices of the 
peace shall likewise be preserved. The jus- 
tices of the peace, although appointed by the 
king, are not irremoveablc. 

62. No one shall be withdrawn from his na- 
tural judges. 

63. There cannot, of consequence, be crea- 
ted commissions and extraordinary tribunals. 
The jurisdiction of provost marshals, shall not 
be comprised under this denomination, if the 
establishment of them shall be judged neces- 
sary. 

64. The discussions shall lie public in crimi- 
nal matters,, at least wbeu that publicity shall 
not be dangerous to order and good morals, 
and in this case the tribunal declares it by a 
decree. 

65. The institution of juries is preserved. 
The changes, which a long experience shall 
show to be necessary, cannot be produced, 
but by a special law. 

66. The penalty of confiscation of gpods, is 
abolished, and cannot be re-established' 

67. The king has the right of granting par- 
dons, and of commutiug penalties. 

68. The civil code, and the existing !>ws, 
which are not repugnant to this charter, re- 
main in force until they are legally repealed. 

Individual rights gyiaranteed by the state. 

69. The military in actual service, the oflk 
cers and soldiers in military posts, widows, 
pensioned officers and soldiers, preserve their 
jrade, honours and pensions. 

70. The public debt is guaranteed. Brrry 



kind of engagement, made by the state with 
its creditors, is inviolable. 

71. The ancient nobility resume their ti- 
tles ; the new preserve theirs. The king 
creates nobles at will. Bnt he can only grant 
them rank and hononr, without any exemption 
from the duties of society. 

72. The legion of honour is preserved. The 
king will determine the interior regulations, 
and the decoration of it. 

73. The colonies shall be governed by par- 
ticiJar laws and regulations. 

74. Tim King, and his successors, shall 
swear with the solemnities of their oath, to 
observe faithfully this constitutional coartjir. 

Miscellaneous articles. 

75. The deputies of the, department of 
France, who sat in the legislative body during 
the fast adjourned session, shall continue to 
sit in the house of deputies until they arc 
superseded. 

76. The first renewal of a fifth part of the 
house of deputies shall talc«: plactt softto time 
in the year 1816, according to the order es- 
tablished in the series. 

We order, that the present constitutional 
charter, subjected to the inspection of the 
senate and 1 legislative body, conformably to 
our proclamation of the 2d of May, shall be 
sent immediately to the liouse of peers, and 
that of deputies. 

Given at Paris, in the year of our Lord, 
Hit 4, and of our reigu the 19th. 



(Signed) 
The Abbe Montesquieu, 



LOUIf?. 



AN ODE 
To Napoleon Bonaparte, by Lord . 
'Tig done — hut yesterday a Ling! 

And arm*d with kings to ?triv«5 — 
And now thou art a nameless thing, 

So abject— y» t olive ! 
Is this the man of thousand thrones, 
Who strew VI our earth with hostile bones* 

And can he thus survive? 
Since he, miscall'd the Morning Star, 
Nor man, nor fiend, bath fallen so fiir. 
2. 

Ill-minded man ! why scourge thy kind, 
Who bow'd so low the knee ? 

By gazing on thyself grown blind, 
Thou taught'? t the re*t to <n». 

With might un«mestion ? d~— pow'r to 

Thine only gift hath been the grave 
To those who wonthipp'd thee ; 

Nor till thy fall, could mortal* gucas, 

Ambition's Ices than littleness '. 

3. 

Thanks for that lewon — it will teach 

To after warriors mora 
Than high philosophy can preach. 

And vainly prcarh'd before < 
That spell upon tiie mind* of men^ 
Break J, (never to unite again,) 

That led them to adore 
Tbo«e Po5?od things of sjbre-sway, 
Wrfh fHn^s Vra»T fret <?:* t2sv- 
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The triumph, and the vaflity. 
The rapture of the strife ;* 

The earthquake voice of victory, 
To thee the breath of life ; 

The sword, the sceptre, and that sway 

Which men seem'd made but to obey, 
Wherewith renown was life — 

All quell'd— Dark spirit ! what must be 

The madness of thy memory I 
5. 

The Dcsolator desolate ! 

The victor overthrown I 
The Arbiter of others' fate 

A Suppliant for bis own ! 
Is it some yet imperial hope 
That with such change can calmly cope ? 

Or dread of death alone ? 
To die a prince— -or live a slave— 
Thy choice is most ignobly brave ! 
6. 

He who of old would rend the oak 
Dreamed not of the rebound ; 

Chained by the trunk he vainly broke 
Alone — how looked be round ? 

Thou in the sternness of thy strength 

An equal deed hast done at length 
And darker fate hast found : 

He fell, the forest-prowler's prey ; 

But thou must eat thy heart away ! 

7# 

The Roman, when his burning heart 
Was slaked with blood of Rome, 
Threw down the dagger— dared depart, 

In savage grandeur home-— 
He dared depart, in utter worn 
Of men that such a yoke had borne, 

Yet left him such a doom ! 
His only glory was that hour 
Of self-upheld abandon'd power. 

8. 

The Spaniard, when the lust of sway 
Had lost its quickening spell. 

Cast crowns for rosaries away, 
An Empire for a cell. 

A strict accountant of his beads, 

A subtle disputant in creeds, 
His dotage trifled well : 

Yet better bad lie neither known 

A bigot's shrine nor despot's throne. 
9. 

But thou— from thy reluctant hand 

The thunderbolt is wrung — 
Too late thou hear*st the high command 

To which thy weak new clung ; 
All Evil Spirit as thou art, 
It is enough to grieve the heart, 
To see thine own unstrung ; 
To think that God's fair world hath been 
The footstool of n thing so mean. 

10. 

The Earth hath spilt her blood for him 

Who thus can hoard his own ! 
And Monarchs bowed the trembling limb, 

And thanked him for a throne ! 
Fair Freedom ! we may hold thee dear, 
When thus thy mightiest foes their fear 

In humblest guise have shown. 
Oh ! ne'er may tyrant leave behind 
A brighter aam« to lore aaakiud. 



11. 

Thine evil deeds are writ in gort' : 

Nor written thus in vain — 
Thy triumphs tell of fame no more, 

Or deepen every stain — 
If thou hadst died as honour die?, 
Some new Napoleon might arise, 

To shame the world aguin. 
But who would soar the solar height, 
To set in such a starless night? 

12. 

Weighed in the balance, hero dust 

Is vile as vulgar clay ; 
Thy scales, mortality 1 are just 

To all that pass away ; 
But yet mcthought the living great 
Some higher sparks should animate, 

To dazzle and dismay ; 
Nordeem'd Contempt could thus make mirth 
Of these the conquerors of the earth. 
13. 

And she, proud Austria's mournful flower. 

Thy still imperial bride ; 
How bears her breast the torturing hour? 

Still clings she to thy side ? 
Mnst she too bend, must she too share 
Thy late repentance, long despair, 

lliou throneless Homicide i 
If still she loves thee, hoard that gem, 
Tis worth thy vanished diadem ! 

14. 

Then haste thee to thy sullen I*le, 

And gaze upon the sea ; 
That element may meet thy smile. 

It ne'er wan rul'd by thee ! 
Or trace with thine all idle hand 
In loitering mood upon the sand 

That Earth is now as free ! 
That Corinth's pedagogue hath now 
Transferred his by-word to thy brow. 
16 

Thou Timour! in his captive's ca^c 
What thoughts will there he thine. 

While brooding in thy prisoned rage? 
But one — " The' world was mine,'' 

Unless, like he of Babylon, 

All sense is with thy sceptre gone, 
Life will not long confine 

That spirit poured so widely forth— 

So long obeyed— so little worth ! 

17. 

Or like the thief of fire from heaven 

Wilt thou withstand the shock? 
And share with him, the unforgivea. 

His vulture and his rock ! 
Foredoomed by God — by man accurst, 
And that last act, though not thy worst 

The very fiend's arch mock ft 
He in his fall preserved bis pride. 
And if a mortal, had as proudly died ! 



* Certaminis gaudia — the expression of A ttila, 
in his barrangue to bis army, previous to the bat- 
tle of Chalons ; given in Cassiodorus. 

t " The fiend's arch mock, 
" To lip a wanton, and suppose ber chaste.'* 

Shaksptnrt. 
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From the Saratoga Journal. 

i • . ;< ••** V . 

" WATCHMAN — WHAT OP THE Mr. U K ?** 

If we do not entirely mistake the duty am! 



Chicf Magistrate oi'tuis state, 
at such a timo as this, there is »« moch apa- 
thy and supineness in Governor Tompkins sit 
this perilous momeut, as in ao> who owns the 
Uame of republican. . 

It* we do not also mistake the duty of the 
conductors of the pnbljc Journals, friendly to 
him, and to their couut^r^ihry'cannot on this 
occasion be silent. They will as boldly speak 
to the rulers, as to the people. 

At all events, hazard it we shall. 
^ Two years has the state been under the 
destructive ravages of fe^rjtfteit-^of men at 
peace with every thing, exedpt. Cod, their 
country, and pw i Mwfc A&ffli-, 
] Thai that desolatiug wastemight be repair 




;ir patriotic and beloved chief ma- 
gistrate might be untrammelled, and tit liber- 
ty himself to act and pot the state in an atti- 
tude of defence, the good people of the state, 
rallied to the polls and gave him a legisla- 
ture, like himself, at peace with their coun- 
try, but at war with the enemy. 

A part of the state of New-York is in pos- 
session of that enemy. 

A part of an adjoining state, Eastpftft 1> in 
actual allegiance to George- HI. 

1-1 if. hundred miles of the frontier of this 
state to the north, besides that to the south, 
open to the deitruction of the enemy— ami 
not twenty miles of this great extent, but is 
itlrelv exposed to their invasion. 
All tills he must see and know— he sees loo, 
that there arc in every quarter, individuals, 
who would aid the progress of that enemy — 
that the main body of the people are either 
asleep, have been touched with a torpid wand, 
or are waiting for him to act, to speak, to call 
the legislature, or to do something which they 
know the crisis demands, and which they be- 
lieve is his duty to do. 

He must also lie sensible that a march of 
the enemy to Albany, is easier, than was sup- 
posed would be that of the allies from Basil, 
or even from Troycs to Paris. 

That in six states north of Pennsylvania, 
from the shores of Erie and Niagara, to those 
of the Atlantic— from the place ua our nil 



where the enemy have got foot-bold in the 
west, to the one they have seized in the name 
of their king, in the east — he, as an executive, 
stands alone-vthcre is no republican but him, 
none, no, not one who owns our quarrel just, 
or onr liberties invaded, though the smoke 
"our dwellings is seen from their bills. 
Thus placed, thus with a thousand eyes 
upon bun, and thousands of hearts beating in 
hope that this state may do something to re- 
trieve its almost lost character ; what is he 
doing, what has he done ? 4 

He has to be sure issued an order for the 
state quota of militia, or caused it to be done. 
And one would suppose the latter, for in an- 
chor Uc, in the woods ot St. Lawrence, if he 
supposed the triujp.s of Wellington so near at 
hand is I Ik \<e < ! nor knows them to be, would 
have infused info it more spirit and anima- 
tion. It is iu this respect unlike that of Go- 
vernor Snyder, on the same occasion. And 
yet but a single sentence is wanting, ("where 
danger flrst threatens, I will be with you,") to 
give it all the animation and spirit required. 

The ** patriotic volunteers," the yeoman- 
ry, from the independent farmer to the day 
labourer, the merchant, mechanic, the ei> 
einpt,&c.woHd have then prepared to thither 
tty — and been proud to light, if not to fall, be- 
side a chief so muclr beloved as Tompkins. 

But perhaps at this moment, whilo one of 
his friends is thus publicly accusing him of' 
supineness, he is takii.£ the tour of the fron- 
tiers. Flying from New- York to Plattsburgb. 
Champlain, Malonc, French Mills, Sackett's 
Harbour ; and from Eatavia, issuing order? 
for the legislature to meet him at Albany— 
every where encouraging tho people— learn- 
ing the strength of the toe — the place* of pro- 
bable attack — the probable number of tories 
who would aid — of the federalists who would 
fight— force necessary to watch— to repel— 
and the best means within the state to stop * 
the enemy's progress, or Burgoyn^ him 
when he came. 

Perhaps he is doing all this, some of it, or. 
something better ; but honestly jve have ne- 
ver heard an intimation of it. Yet can any 
one doubt the propriety of something of this 
kind being dune, or doubt the new legislature 
remunerating htm for expenses and trouble, 
and carrying into effect, any thing he should 
recommend to put the taie ui a posture of 
defence, and do what he has frequently m 
vain recommended to the federal b._ 




make the r'ufi, as well as the poor, 
burden. 

No man in the world, couU so quickly ral- 
ly and concentrate tho physical force of the, 
state of New-York, as he. is his popq. 
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larity, so highly is he esteemed by the majo- 
rity, that he need but to move, and to speak, 
to be followed and obeyed. 

Yet perhaps the time for doing something 
has not come. Perhaps there is no danger. 

But an equally probable perhaps, is. that a 
tragedy after the manner of Sebastians and 
Hampton, may be performed at New-York, 
at Pittsburgh, or even at Albany. 

One word more : and if it could reach him. 
that should be addressed to his excellency — 
The l(fe blood of the army— of our best sons 
and choicest sohliers is streaming, and with 
the allies of the last November midnight vic- 
tims; mingling— to regain that part of a state 
nnd*»r vour command, so long held by their 



And in this state, where the senate, the as- 
sembly, and the governor are now republican, 
what has yet been done to assist in regaining 
it, more than in Massachusetts, where these 
branches are on the other side 1 

In the Albany Register, from which 
the above remarks are reprinted, it is con- 
fidently asserted that they owe their origin 
to Judge Spencer and a parly of demo- 
cratic politicians at Albany, whose confi- 
dence Governor Tompkins is said to have 
long ago forfeited. In his remarks Mr. 
Southwick has rebuked the judge with 
great severity, for not having- announced 
to the good people of this state, the unfit- 
ness of Mr. Tompkins, previous to the 
last election ; that unfitness being then as 
well known to the judge, as it is now. 
Mr. Southwick, however, as well as Judge 
Spencer, has once been an ardent support- 
er of the meek and popular gentleman, 
whose humble demeanor and coaxing 
suavity are so well calculated to beguile a 
simple people of their votes. And all 
the merit Mr. Southwick can claim over 
the judge, is, that he discovered this un- 
fitness of Governor Tompkins sooner than 
the honorable judge was fortunate enough 
to do. But what of that ? why endeavour 
to weaken the testimony even of Judge 
Speucer, when that tcHlimony goes to 
the jatablishment of a fact, which Mr. 
SodBSlck confidently believes in, and a 
general belief of which is so important to 
the welfare, and perhaps to the safety of 
theetate ? The times demand that incapa- 



ble men should be known as such ; and 
in my judgment, he who labours to inform 
the public on a point so important, renders 
the state a service, and ought to be ap- 
plauded for it. Let us, however, see what; 
Mr. Southwick says in the following ex- 
tract : 

The Saratoga Journal, is denominated a re- 
public an paper ; it has thus far supported the 
administration through thick andjlhin ; 'it hes 
done the work, wc had like to have said the 
dirty work, of Jmlirose Spencer &c Co. never 
hesitating a moment to denounce those who 
would not cling to the skirts of Ambrosie's 
pannent, and pin their faith on the sleeves of 
the executive. 

It has indeed declaimed more in favour of 
Tompkins, and was more violent and virulent 
in supporting his last election, than any other 
self-styled *• republican" paper in the state. 
How happens it then, that all of a midden, 
this sapient editor, should come out and de- 
nounce Tompkins, as he has done in the 
following article ? 

The reason is obvious to all who know any 
thing of the Tyburn conclave ; we could have 
foretold the appearance of this or a similar ar- 
ticle, more than six months ago; for at that 
day we knew that a storm was gathering on 
the heights of Tyburn, that threatened to 
sweep the Vale of Tempe, and burst upon Hies -f r 
head of it<r devoted tenant ; wc knew that ' 
Jmbrosio &• Co. having made an instrument 
of Tompkins, through the medium of his po- 
pularity, to destroy men whom they hated tor 
their virtues, intended and had seriously re- 
solved to make him the next victim : we 
knew that they began at that time to view 
him as an obstacle in their way; in short, 
that it was then they became convinced, that 
they could not " bind bim in all cases what- 
soever ;•• that though he had suffered them 
to noose him in some cases, yet that in some 
others he meant to act for himself: and from 
that moment his destruction was determined 
on ; for among the saints and patriots of the 
Tyburn school, the sacred feelings which in 
the bosoms of good men never fail to grow out 
of long intimacy, the frequent interchange of 
hospitality, the ties of friendship and consan- 
guinity, avail nothing when opposed to their 
individual ambition and selfishness ; they can 
trample u|»ona friend, or a brother, with tho 
utmost sang froia\ if they happen to suspect, 
(lor suspicion is enough for them) that he does, 
or may one day or other, stand in the way of 
their monopolizing views. Tompkins, their 
friend, their coadjutor, the man who at their 
instigation sent a vile anonymous letter to 
the senate, for the purpose of" putting down'* 
the editor of this paper; a letter which *%ad 
no mark of authenticity, and which would 
not have been received "as evidence, even in 
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an affair of ttth and sixpence, in a conrt of jus- 
ting and which the senate scouted as a silly 
affair; the man who took this, and other 
equally foolish, if not flagrant steps at their 
instigation, to destroy a man who was then, 
and ever had been his friend : the man who 
prorogued the legislature to gratify Saini Am- 
brose, as Ambrosia has since declared boa«t- 
ingly; this man, we repeat it. has now to 
run the gauntlet himself; he has now to sits* 
tain the ordeal of persecution ; to receive the 
measure he has meted to others ; to become 
the butt, if not the victim of denunciation 
from the presses of his quondam Tyburn 
friends and supporters. Thus we see, that 
the Tyburn faction is a monger that devours 
its own offspring, or rather itself! It is not 
the vulture gnawing the vitals of Prometheus, 
hut Pnmetheus gnawing bis own vitals ! Hea- 
ven grant, that no Hkrcules may speedily 
come to its relief. 

Rut we have headed this article with the 
terms — hypocrisy and tillany— it remains 
merely to show the reason why. The reason 
is simply this— that when we opposed the re- 
election of Tompkins we did it upon the 
same ground that he is now attacked in Spen- 
der's Journal ; but what was then the reply 
of that Journal, and of Spencer and bis friends 
generally ! They charged us with calumny, 
and abused ns in the grossest terms; the 
Journal, in particular, has heaped more vul- 
gar abuse upon the editor 1 this paper, than 
was ever before heaped upon any man, in any 
ef our political squabble* ; and that. too. for 
his opposition to Tompkins ! But lo ! a few 
revolving moods only, have passed awav, and 
that editor comes out with a violent denun- 
ciation of Tompkins, upon the very ground 
which we occupied previous to the election, 
the most proper time certainly for exposing 
the defects of an elective public agent. Now, 
is not this both hypocrisy and villa.: y? 
Tompkins was as guilty then, as he is now, of 
the charges imputed to him ; yet then, the 
Journal supported him, and Spencer support- 
ed him, and so did Eiisha the scribe, and all 
the scribes and pharisees from Long-Island to 
Genesee ! They succeeded in re-electing him 
to the office of chief magistrate ; and the mo- 
ment they get him there, behold, they at- 
tempt to deprive him of the public confi- 
dence ; and this attempt they make at a time 
when nothing but mischief to the public inte- 
rest can accrue from it, because he is now go- 
vernor for two years more, so that he cannot 
be removed in season for the crisis which 
seems to be approaching, unless indeed they 
mean to impeach him, which we doubt not 
they have the disposition to do. Since, there- 
fore, they cannot get rid of him, either as 
chief magistrate or commander in chief, for 
two years to come; and since the state is 
now threatened with immediate invasion from 
different quarters, what good motive, what 
public motive, can they hove for coming out 
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at this particular juncture ? Had they told 
the people, what they now tell them, white 
the last election was pending, he would not 
in all probability have been re-elected, and 
we should have had a chief magistrate who is 
well known to be qualified cither for war or 
peace. But then they were not merely si- 
lent — they belied what they now assert, al- 
though tbey knew it to be as tru? then as it 
is now. This, we repeat it, is both hypocri- 
sy and villany ! Hypocrisy in deceiving the 
people, and villany in attempting to unde- 
ceive them prematurely, and whr-n nothing 
but mischief can result from it ; for who does 
not know, that when the " head is sick, the 
whole heart is faint," and that this applies 
with double force to the body politic, since- 
nothing <o much disheartens a people as tiie 
belief that their executive and commander 
in chief, to whom they look up for wisdom in 
the cabinet, and valour in the Held, is deficient 
in either of those essential qualihcations ; it 
seems to be a truth, confirmed by experience, 
that in proportion as men lose connd-nce in 
their leaders or commanders, do they also 
lose confidence in their own energies. 

The article before us, and which has called 
forth these crude and hasty animadversions, 
must be considered as Spencer** article ; wo 
say Spencer's article, not because we believe 
he wrote it; neither did Aimer, the editor,- 
write it ; but if we are not grossly deceived, 
it was agreed upon at a little caucu , held re- 
cently upon Tyburn, in which Spencer was 
the master spirit; and that then and there, 
one of the junto, at the request of the club, 
assumed the task of preparing it for the Jour- 
nal. We suspect the writer, but as we do 
not wish to deal in suspicion, shall forbear to 
mention his name at present. The article 
follows. Read it, ye disciples of Ty urn, and 
mark the dilemma in which it involves you. 
If you acknowledge the truth of it, you Justify, 
our past attacks upon 'Tompkins ; if you de- 
clare it false, you justify all that we have said 
of tho political villany of Ambrose Spencer and 
his satellites. The real motives which have 
produced this article, oil Spencer's part, at 
this particular crisis, we may touch upon 
hereafter ; we understand It perfectly ; for 
Spencer Sc Co. may be assured that none of 
their machinations will elude our observation, 
and that sooner or later we shall be able to 
convince the people of their political base- 
ness and depravity. 

With democratic squabbles for pow- 
er, the true men of the country have no- 
thing to do. Whoever commands, whe- 
ther it be Tompkins or Spencer, one thing 
is certain, federalists have nothing to 
hope. To he treated with insult, inso- 
lence, contumely, is their lot, let who will 
govern, of the jacobin party. It rnelteit 
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little, whether the real talents of the state 
shall be smiled out of public estimation 
by the lovely Tompkins, or hunted down 
under the unforgiving scowl of the hon- 
ourable judge. They who like better the 
persecution of true worth and exalted in- 
tegrity, because it is done not only with- 
out an effort, but with an ease and a mild- 
ness, that show it to be natural, may 
take delight in returning the smiles, 
which play in his excellency's counte- 
nance, while the dagger of political per- 
secution gleams in his excellency's hand. 
If there be in truth a struggle for political 
power between these arbiters of our desti- 
nies, it matters nothing to federalists, as 
such, which shall prevail. In either case, 
i take it for granted we shall be deprived, 
in this city, of the energetic talents of 
the present mayor, and the learning, sa 
gacity and expedition, which distinguish 
fhe recorder in his judicial conduct. In 
either case, talents and integrity must be 
dismissed, that some hungry expectant, 
some time serving partisan, as ignorant as 
he is voracious, as clamorous as he is in- 
competent, shall mount the seat of power, 
that we may exhibit to the admiration of 
the world, true republicanism truly prac- 
tised. In theory, indeed, we learn that the 
excellence of this true republicanism con- 
sists in the certainty with which integrity 
and talents will be forced into the public 
serviee, for the public good. But alas ! in 
practice we find it consist in the certainty 
with which they ate to be toppled from 
power, w hile rudeness find ignorance rush 
forward to defile their seats. Let things 
therefore be represented as they are, no 
matter who is the painter, and let us free- 
ly ask, now when danger is imminent, what 
is Tompkins doing ? Now when a part 
of the state (Fort Niagara) is, and for 
months has been, in possession of the 
enemy, what is he doing, what has he 
done? What attempt has he made to dis- 
lodge the enemy ? Or was it right to urge 
the militia to iovade Canada, and is it 



wrong to call them out to drive the inW 
dere from our country ? 

The writer of the Saratoga Journal, 
deserves well of his country. It is not 
for me, with jaundiced jealousy to inquire,, 
what were his motives. It h enough that 
his conduct is right. Who shall succeed 
Governor Tompkins, is a very different 
question from " ought he to go down V 
One thing is certain, that before we can 
get a fit man in, it is necessary that the 
lovely gentleman in question should go 0*/. 

DEFENCE OF THE CITY. 
To the Editor of the Evening Post. 

Sir — As the proceedings of the com- 
mon council in relation to the defence of 
our city, have become very interesting to 
the citizens, and are but little known, the 
committee of defence have thought pro- 
per to authorize the publication of the en- 
closed statement, believing it will be 
gratifying to them, and at the same time 
attended with salutary consequences. I 
am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient 
servant, NICH'S FISH. 

Saturday, July 30th, 1814. 

PROCEEDINGS OF TUB COMMON COIKCIL 

In relation to the defence of the tUy of A'. York. 

On the 7th July, the common council 
appointed a committee, com|M>sed of the 
Mayor, Aldermen Fish and Wendover, to 
consider on the subject of the defence of 
the. city, and to report at the next meet- 
ing of the board. 

The committee proceeded immediately 
to discharge the duty assigned to them, 
and at a special meeting of the board held 
on the 14th, they made a particular repre- 
sentation of the state of our defence, and 
recommended that certain measures be 
adopted to increase our security. This 
report, for obvious reasons, it would be 
improper to publish at large, but it recom- 
mended that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to confer with the president of 
the United States; that fortified camps 
should be established on the heights of 
Brooklyn and Harlem, and that the requi- 
site ground should be procured at the ex- 
l>ense of the board ; that the governor be 
respectfully requested to call out a large 
portion of the militia at the expense of 
the state, and that the corporation would 
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advance the necessary funds, not exceed- 
ing 300,000 dollars : that the munitions 
of war should be augmented; that the 
works in the Sou ml and on Hendrick's 
Reef be completed ; that the exempts 
be organized; the voluntary labour of 
our fellow citizen* on the encampment* 
be solicited; that Ibe shi|>ping in the 
harbour be removed up the North River; 
and that other measures of precaution and 
security be adopted. These suggestions 
were unanimously agreed to. On the 25lh 
of July, the committee appointed to con- 
fer with the president, made a satisfacto- 
ry report, which stated that he would co- 
operate so far as his powers extended, in 
promoting the objects of the corporation, 
that particularly the munitions of war, the 
fortified camps, nr*ff the immediate calling 
into service 3000 militia at the expense 
of the United States would lie attended 
to, the corporation advancing the pay of 
the troops. This arrangement was imme- 
diately sanctioned. 

Other measures, which it might uot be 
prudent to divulge at present, are in con- 
templation or in a train of execution, 
which will greatly conduce to the public 
security. 

The following AMrrst to our fellow cUisens, 
was last evening (the 2d qf August,) reported 
to the Common Council by the Committee if 
Defence, and unanimously agreed to : 

Fellow citizens — The times are por- 
tentous. Our country is involved in war 
with one of the most |K>werful nations in 
the world: a nation, possessing at all 
times most efficient means of annoyance, 
and now, in consequence of late events in 
Europe, left with but one object against 
which to direct the whole attention of her 
enormous military and naval forces — This 
object is our beloved country ? Powerful 
fleets and armies have sailed from Europe. 
Doubts, whether during pending negotia- 
tions, this force would be employed 
in hostility against us, have jwiralized the 
etforts of many ; and, under the expecta- 
tions of a speedy peace, we have all rest- 
ed in too much security. We ought not 
to be kept back from necessary prepara- 
tions by doubts, nor lulled asleep by ex- 
pectations. While we hope for a t>peedy 
and honourable peace, let us prepare our- 
selves for the worst Let us place our- 
selves in a situation, should it he the poli- 
cy of the enemy to attack us before the 



negotiations are terminated, to meet him 
with the most prompt and vigorous oppo- 
sition. 

Where the place of attack will be, it is 
impossible for any to divine. It therefore 
becomes us to be prepared at every expo- 
sed point. The immense importance of 
New-York to this country need not be 
mentioned. Its value to the enemy, if 
possessed by them, would be incalculable* 

Fellott citizens — This city is in dan- 
ger. We are threatened with invasion. It 
is the duty of all good citizens to prepare 
for the crisis; we must arm ourselves to 
aid the regular forces of the government 
in a vigorous defence. The questions are 
not now, whether the war was just orun- 
just in its commencement — whether the 
declaration of it was politic or expedient 
— whether its causes have long ago ceased 
or not — whether our government might or 
might not have brought it to a speedy and 
honourable termination — or wliether they 
have done their duty towards us, since 
they have involved us in this war. These 
are solemn questions which will one day 
be agitated and which must be answered 
hereafter ; but now we must repulse the 
enemy in case he attacks us; this is the 
first object of our attention : and the pre- 
sent inquiries ought to be, will we defend 
our our country, our city, our property, 
our families ? Will we go forth to meet 
and repel the enemy ? Shall we at a time 
like this, when onr all is in jeopardy, re- 
frain from calling iuto requisition all the 
physical force of our city for a manly re- 
sistance ? Shall we refuse to sacrifice our 
time, and labour, our exertions, our pro- 
perty, or even our lives, if necessary, to 
protect our city and place it in a state of 
security. 

As the immediate guardians of the city, 
we have not been idle. We have re- 
peatedly called upon the state and general 
government for assistance. We heve, in 
behalf of our fellow citizens, made to go- 
vernment, liberal offers of pecuniary aid. 
We have received from them promises of 
succour; and we feel desirous, that in 
addition to what they may do, and what 
we as a corporation have done, our fellow 
citizens may use all their efforts to co-ope- 
rate with the government in the important 
object of our safety and defence. 

We have observed, with much satisfac. 
tion, the efforts which have been already 
made by citizens, exempt from militia da- 
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ty, to organise themselves into effective 
corps. \\e cordially approv e of all such 
patriotic efforts. We recommend to all 
finch citizens, capable of bearing arms, to 
enrol themselves without delay, or to con- 
nect themselves with the uniform compa- 
nies already established, to the end, that 
by Suitable preparation and discipline, 
they may be able effectually to assist in 
repelliug any hostile attack. 

We recommend to the whole militia of 
our city, to keep themselves in complete 
order for service, ready to inarch at a mo- 
ment's warning ; to turn out as frequently 
as |K>ssible,for exercise and improvement; 
and to the officers of the militia, we would 
earnestly recommend the most prompt 
and thorough attention to the inspection of 
their men, that every one may be proper- 
ty equip|ird, with urms and accoutrements 
as required by law. 

We recommend to all our citizens, a 
cheerful proffer of their services to the 
officers of the United States, to aid, by 
voluntary labour, in the completion of the 
works of defence now erecting, and in the 
construction of such others, as may be 
deemed im|>ortant, by those to whom the 
safely of our city is immediately entrusted. 

We recommend to such of our citizens 
as have not yet removed their vessels, to 
do it without delay. This measure is 
considered of very great importance. It 
will take away one of the inducements to 
a hostile attack. It may prevent the de- 
fit ruction of the city by conflagration, 
should our shipping be fired by the enemy, 
at our wharves; and, it would preserve, 
fur our defence, multitudes of brave and 
vigorous men who micht otherwise be en- 
gaged in removing them in the hour of 
alarm. 

Surely the city of New- York and the 
adjoining counties, possess men enough, 
ho will be willing to hazard their lives 
for their families 'hnd firesides; and 
strength enough, if properly organized and 
directed, to repulse any power of the ene- 
my which may presume to attack us. 

Let there then be but one voice among 
us. Let every arm be raised to defend 
our country, with a liumble reliance on 
the God of our fathers. Our country de- 
jmands our aid; she expects that every 
man will be found at his post in the hour 
of danger, and that every free citizen of 
^ew-Vork will do his duty. 

BE WITT CLiNTON, Jtyajror. 



"At a meeting of the committee of defines 
of the corporation. August 9, 1814 — * 

Resolved, That it be recommended to our 
fellow citizens to enrol themselves in their 
respective wards for the purpose of affording 
their services in the construction of works 
for the defence of this city : that this enrol- 
ment be made under the direction of a com- 
mittee to be appointed in each ward ; that 
persons who from bodily indisposition or other 
cause, may prefer a pecuniary contribution to 
that of personal service be permitted so to do, 
and that the sum of $ 1 25 eta. be deemed 
the equivalent of a day's tour of personal ser- 
vice, to be applied in procuriug persons to 
perforin such parts of the duty as may re- 
quire instruction and practice. 

That the committee of each ward report 
forthwith to the committee of defence the 
number of persons enrolled for personal ser- 
vice, awl of those for pecuniary contribution : 
to the end that \ho detachments which, from 
time to time, may be requisite, nay be duly 
apportioned among the wards : that the said 
committee appoint a person in each ward to 
summon the required detachments, and to 
assemble and conduct them to the place of 
rendezvous. 

Resolved, That the citizens of the respec- 
tive wards be invited to inaet at the following 
places on Thursday eveuing next, at 8 o'clock, 
for the purpose of appointing such com- 
mittees : 

1st Ward, at the widow Gaston's, (late 
Kent's) Washington Hotel, No. 4.; Broad- 
street. 

2d Ward, Battin's Hotel, corner of Water- 
street and Bnrling-slip. 
3d Ward, Coleman's, Fair-street. 
4th Ward. Harmony Hall. 
Ath Ward, Liberty Hall. 
«th Ward, Doolev's, corner of Cross and 
Duanc-streets. 
7th Ward, John Morris', 165 Bancker-street. 
8tb Ward. Strattou's. Broadway, 
pth Ward, Anthony Smith's Tavern. 
10th Ward, Ha v Hand's, 21 Bowery. 

KT* The committee of defence continue to 
meet daily at the City-Hall, between 11 and 
12, to receive overtures from working parties.'* 

I presume no one will, ami in fact no 
one has dared, to question the propriety 
of the course of proceeding, which has 
been adopted by the common council. 
Indeed it is evident that they were ar- 
ranging, and that too with all the advan- 
tages which result from the proceedings 
of regular and acknowledged authority, 
a system of defence, which would tiring 
into activity all the resources, pecuniary 
land physical, of the whole city. I trust, 

■ 
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<aod every good and considerate man 
the community trusts, they will persevere 
in the course they bavvc adopted. By 
doing so, they will preserve the city from 
desolation, probably from attack. The 
common council bus done its duty, faith- 
fully and ably. 

Where there is so much to praise in a 
public body, it is painful to observe its 
operations attempted to be entangled and 
thwarted, by a member of that very body. 
The conduct of Aldermau Wendover, 
however, ought not to be passed over in 
silence ; especially as it has been openly 
published and justified in the National 
Advocate, evidently wiinxmr^. 
knowledge and consent. 

But to understand correctly this busi- 
ness, and the measures which followed, 
it is necessary to go back a few days, and 
to remind the reader of a few, but very 
imiwrtant circumstances. 

There is a class of aspiring men, who 
in times of ease and quiet, have neither 
character nor talents to recommend them 
to public confidence; and who therefore 
arc most uneasy in seasons of genera 
tranquillity, since it is only in scenes of 
pell-mell, havoc and confusion, that they 
can hope to be distinguished. Accordingly 
as actual danger seemed to be approach- 
ing us, more and more nearly ; and as the 
necessity of a union of exertion at least, 
became more and more apparent; these 
fiends, feeling no concern for the public, 
but rejoicing in the prospect of those 
days when wickedness might be active 
W ith advantage, proposed what amounted 
to a dissolution of regular authority, the 
establishment of mnmna clubs, to set in 
judgment over their political adversaries, 
hoping after the manner of the revo u- 
tionary demagogues of France, to establish 
«uch a svstem of terror, that virtue should 
be silenced, while depravity revelled in 
. unrestrained riot. Accordingly, while 
every countenance expressed concern- 



^ ded all clacses of men and politicians; while 
every heart, without distinction of party, 
felt the awful necessity of preparing for 
defence — at such a time it was that suspi- 
cion and distrust were endeavored to be 
scattered through the community; that 
the public safety was attempted to be en- 
dangered, by spreading the belief that a 
werful, intelligent and virtnous portion 



I'" 1 — . ^ . 

of the community were plotting to aban- 
don their country, and their freedom, for 
the pleasure of groaning under British 
chains. At such a time was it tint* the 
National* Advocate consented to become 
an instrument for the dissemination of such 
iusations, and the esUl*itshment of in- 
bly to public dissension and djsfluloti, * ™ 
pretence upon which these suspicions pro- 
ceeded, and upon which the inquisitorial 
Murama clubs were recommended, was 
not merely false, it was known to be 
false. But, once establish an association 
above the law, (and I have men in my 
eye who are now as harmless aa they are 
contemptible, as contemptible as any 
poor Uununa in Baltimore,) and eve- 
' 0 ne of that association would be equal 
to that celebrated committee man of 
vigilance and public safety, did be pos- 
sess equal power. The abhorrence, how- 
ever, of such a project was universal- 
ly felt, and it gives me real pleasure to 
say, by many, very many democrats, 
even the editor of the Advocate, and the 
fiend to whom he had become the (per- 
haps inconsiderate) instrument were si- 
lenced, what was desired was no longer 
expressed, at least not in the unqualified 
manner, and with the hardy boldness it 
had been before. But still the disposi- 
tion remained to establish somewhere, an 
authority unknown to, and if possible, 
above the law . 

The experienced seaman saves himself 
by throwing a tub to the whale ; and the 
Xpert intriguers and demagogue* who 



.^countenance ^^^ZX Th rne^ to Mr. Madiaon'a chrfot, 
while anxiety, deep and agonizing, perv a iarc 
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foresaw that unfeM the most skillful pre- 
caution b were resorted to, the dreadful 
folly of his measures would be brought 
home to every honest man's conviction. 
It was, therefore, resolved to avert, if pos- 
sible, the public eye from the rapid course 
of public nrin, into which that unhappy 
and guilty man has forced us, to some 
other object. Neither would it do, to let 
the public mind pause. Accordingly, in- 
stead of preparing means to defend them- 
selves and miserable chief, they rushed to 
attaftk tbe friends of liberty and their 
country. When men rejoiced because 
the world was delivered from tyranny, 
these exclusive republic*^ cjiedjoritt^ 

petrified with Abhorrence. When fmen 
rejoiced because Russia, Prussia, Germa- 
ny, Switzerland, Italy, Holland, Spain 
and even France herself, were delivered 
from a monster who rioted iu human 
Mood, these agitators cried out, " friends 
of England, friends of England !" merely 
because England happened in this great 
contest to have been on the right side ; 
and as if it were not a christian duty to 
rejoice at seeing that siufitl country for 
once right; oras if the right and the wrong 
depended simply and solely upon the fact 
on which side England was. Men whose 
notions of moral propriety or whose opi- 
nions of what is calculated for the happi- 
ness of Christendom, are the result of mere 
hatred to another nation, have no rules of 
justice by which to be governed. Passion 
and not reason governs them. 

Hatred of England has been the chord 
upon which democrats have for many 
years played scuaessfully. And republi- 
canism and hatred of England have at 
length become synonimous terms. The 
war in which we are engaged would never 
have been commenced against any other 
nation for the same cause ; certainly not 
continued ; and as long as some little suc- 
cess attended it, it was popular with tbe 
democrats. But eur Canada incursions 



THE EXAMINER. 

had been all fruitless ; our "supereimnent 
ally* was dethroned. The army and na- 
vy of England were left without any other 
enemy than the United States. Danger 
was coming home to our own doors. The 
invaders were in danger of being inva- 
ded; and the broad fact was palpable, that 
the vain and empty boasters who bad at 
the outset promised to take Canada in 
six weeks, were now unable to defend the 
territory of their constituents. An inca- 
pacity so dreadful, had scarcely ever be- 
fore been known to be connected with a 
vanity so bloated. It was naturally fear- 
ed that the managers of public aftairs could 
_ nmtaut-itons oi a people to 

whom they had promised conquests, but 
to whose firesides they had invited inva- 
sion and ruin. And now, when exertions 
were wanted to defend the country ; when 
every honest man should have cried out 
for new rulers; now it was that internal 
disscntions, necessarily producing debili- 
ty were excited. Now it was that Mum- 
ma clubs were recommended. 

The city council had ordered a depu- 
tation to repair to Washington, because 
the city was defenceless. Neither men 
nor mouey could be obtained from the 
conquerors of Canada. The council, 
however, did all that could be done, all 
that was necessary to be done. 

But Alderman Wendover was not satis- 
fied. The representatives of the citizens 
in the common council, after having; done 
all that could be done, were, we shall pre- 
sently see, required by the sage alderman 
to call a meeting of the citizens, which 
meeting was to apjwint a committee " to- 
inquire if any and what means ought and 
may be devised to put this city in a little 
posture of defence." The corporation 
were not only to nullify themselves, but 
resign their legal rights, and abandon their 
sworn duties to men whose names might 
be prepared by a few individuals, and 
adopted in the bustle and confusion of a 
public meeting. Our annual elections 
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for aldermen take up three days, but the 
new defenders of the city were to be no- 
minated by a self-created caucus, and 
voted in by acclamation without a mo- 
ment's deliberation. The proposition of 
Alderman Wendover was rejected, two 
democratic members, very much to their 
honour, voting against it. 

ALDERMAN WENDOVER's RESOLUTIONS. 

" Rf solved. That the common council high- 
ly approve of the sentiments expressed in the 
memorial presented by Oliver WoLcorraud 
others, in behalf of themselves, and a number 
of the citizens of this city, on the important 
subject of taking immediate and effectual 
measures for its greater security end defence. 

" Resolved, That this corporation is desirous 
to co-operate with our fellow citizens, and 
with the regular authorities of the Uuitcd 
States, and of this state, iu every measuro 
which shall appear necessary or useful at this 
crisis, in rendering more secure the lives and ] 
property of the citizens of the important city 
tre have the-honour to represent. 

"Resolved, That it be earnestly recommend- 
ed to the citizens, generally, of this city, to 
meet in the Park, iu front of the City Hall, 
on Wednesday next, the 3d inst. at 12 o'clock 
at noon, fp- the purpose of appointing a com- 
mittee, to inquire if any and what means ought 
and may be devised to put this city in a bet- 
ter posture of defence. And in conjunction 
tvith the committee of defence of this board, to 
pursue all practicable measures in concert with 
the general and state governments, calculated 
to prepare for and stimulate our fellow citi- 
zens in the protection and defence of every 
thing we hold dear and valuable in life, and 
to repel any attack that may be made by the 
enemy against this city." 

Disappointed in this attempt to force 
from our legitimate and responsible repre- 
sentatives in the common council, their 
rights and duties, for the purpose of trans- 
ferring them to irresponsible and unsworn 
agents, the next attempt proceeded from 
Col. Rutgers and Mr. Oliver Wolcott, as 
will be seen by the following notice : 

" PUBLIC MEETING. 

" At a meeting of citizens, at the City Hall, 
In New-Tork, on the 4th day of August, 1814, 
Col. HENRY RUTGERS, Chairman. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary. 
" Resolved, unanvnmuly. That this meeting; 
highly approve of the measures proposed for 
the defence ofthis city, and recommended to 
the citizens, in aii address published by his bo- 
awr the Mayor on the 3d inst 



" Resolved, unanimously, That lor the pur- 
pose of carry iug the said measures into syste- 
matical operation, in concert with and under 
the direction of the public authorities, the 
citizens of New-York be invited to attend a 
public meeting at the 1'ark, in front of the 
City Hall, on Moroav, the 8th inst, at 12 
o'clock. Signed by order. 

HENRY RUTGERS, Chairman. 
OLIVfcR WOLCOTT, Secy." 

This meet t tig being adjourned from the 
8th to the lulh, the following preamble and 
resolutions were read aud adopted : 

*• Fellow Citizf.ns — Once more we are 
engaged in a war with a powerful nation. 

The ocean is denied to us ; our waters are 
violated ; our land is invaded ; hostile armies 
threaten to convert our habitations to heaps 
of ruins. 

" We are called upon to save onr posses- 
sions from spoil and destruction ; to secure our 
persons from slavery and death ; to protect 
onr families against outrage and violence ; to 
guard onr institutions from assault and over- 
i throw ; to defend by free born valour our dear- 
bought independence. 

** The lawful authorities, aware of this con- 
dition of things, have made provision to meet 
it. The national government has augmented 
our security by fortification, troops, and a 
floating force. The state has extended its 
care, aud caused other works of defence to be 
erected. The common council of the city 
has laboured to insure our safety. It only re- 
mains that the sous of liberty come forth in 
their might, and demonstrate that in a eon- 
test for all that is near and dear to them, they 
are invincible. 

"Our regular regiments are already at 
their stations. The organized militia will 
join them on the shortest summons. The se- 
veral corps of volunteers are inflamed with 
patriotic ardour. To these bands, other mili- 
tary associations will be added, composed of 
those who enjoy honourable exemptions from 
ordinary service, but who Will come forward 
on this trying occasion. 

" This meeting is called for the purpose of 
enabling us to renew our pledge to support 
the constitution ; to invigorate the laws ; to 
aid with our best efforts the administration 
of our beloved country*; to see that it be not 
approached by spies and emissaries ; to de- 
fend the great interests of the union with our 
treasure and our blood. 

" It is our glory and our boast that we are 
freemen. Our constitution and government 
are acts of free and unbiased choice. They are 
ours and we will uever abandon them. 

** The citizens are the safeguards of a free 
state. Their right to keep and bear arms has 
never been infringed. We will use these 
weapons resolutely in support of onr privi- 
leges ; with these we will manfully opjKwc tire 
enemy who shall presume to invade them. 
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" With these convictions let ns make a com- 1 " Rejoiced, That wo will codcavour to dis- 
*ined effort. Let some contribute their labour cover and subject to Hie animadversion of the 



Toward the completion of the public works. 
Let others practice the art of the artillerist 
or the fusileer. Let others again minister 
cornies t to the wives and children of those 
who heroically meet danger in the held. All 
will thus be animated and united ; and the 
joyous sentiment pervade every patriotic bo- 
som, that, guarded by the love and valor of 
ibe people, the republic is safe ! — Therefore, 

" Resolved, That the citizens here assem- 
bled, will, to the last extremity, defend their 
city. 

" Resolved, That we will unite ourselves iu 
arms with our brethren of the country, and on 
the first approach of the enemy make it a 
couimou cause 



laws, all persons who shall bo concerned in 
any illicit commerce or improper intercourse 
with the enemy. * 

" Resolved, That Henry Rutgers, Oliver 
Wolcutt, 3Iarinus Willet, Cadwallader D. Col- 
den, John Swart wont, Thomas Morris, John 
Mills, William Edgar, jun. Richard Riker, 
Anthony Blccckcr, Abraham Bloodgood, Ste- 
phen Price, Abraham Stagg, James Lovett. 
Abraham Dally, William Sampson, John Van- 
derbilt, jun. Sajnuel 'looker, John Houe, Da- 
vid Brybou, Jacob Shcrred, Benjamin Ferris, 
William Codman, Rensselaer Harens, and 
Peter Wilson, sen. be a committee to confer 
with such committees, as may be appointed by 
the corporation and by the respective wards 



, . ,1 ii r i- lt r an< * ,n conjonction with them, to adopt all 

' It • ? Y f° , mg m thC fa " m ™»™ ««««tial to the public safety- 
voiir of the Almighty, we hope to prove our- 
selves uot unworthy of that freedom won by 
the heroes of the revolatiou ; and trust that 



" Resolved, That this committee correspond 
with our fellow citweus in this and the neigh- 
bouring states, f«r the purpose of inviting 
them to form voluntary associations similar to 
those proposed iu this city. 
» Resolved, That we highly approve of the, " Resolved, That the proceedings of tbi< 



, the enemy they vanquished, will receive from 
lis a similar defeat. 



measures for public defence which have been 
devised by the government of the United 
States— by his excellency the governor of 
this state, and by the corporation of this city : 
and that we will co-operate iu carry iug the 
same iuto effectual execution. 

" Resolved, That it be reeomn>ended to the , , 
citizens generally, to meet as soon as may be nolu e or invitation, that the idea of a cam- 
practicable, with convenience, in their re- mltec had been abandoned, and that no- 
thing more was intended than to animate 



meetiug be signed by the chairman and se- 
cretary, and published in all the public papers 
or this city." r * 

At this meeting I thought it my duty to 
attend, trusting from the fairness of the 



upcctive wards for the pur{>osc of electing 
discreet and efficient committees, to promote 
the execution of the following objects : 

♦M. To complete the voluntary enrolment 
•f persons exempted by law from military 
service. 

" 2. To encourage the enrolment of sea- 
faring citizens for service in the harbour, or 
as artillerists. Aud, 

«♦ 3. The enrolment of citizens for volun- 
tary labour on the public works 



and excite the citizens to a brave and pa- 
triotic exertion in tiie common defence. 

But I could not express my astonish- 
ment when I found that ward committees 
were ordered by this meeting, aud a gene- 
ral committee to superintend them. 

Let these resolutions be attentively pe- 



Rcsolved, That it be a special duty of the rused, and if the public are satisfied with 
ward committees, to provide under the direc- SUCH a mode of electing the guardians of 
tkm of the corporation of thb city, for the 
relief and protection of the families of such 



persons as may be absent on public duty ; 
and also, to provide In the best manner prac- 
ticable, for the protection of such helpless 
persons and their property, as in case of alarm 
may be desirous of removing into the country. 

44 Resolved, That all associations for military 
service aud for performing labour on the pub- 
lic works, be reported to, and receive their 
instructions from his excellency the governor 
of this state, or such officer as he may desig- 
nate. 

44 Resolved, That we will endeavour to pro- 
mote concord and harmony, and will discoun- 
tenance all attempts to weaken the patriotic 
eflbrts of good 



their safety, let the committees be obey- 
ed. 1 am right loth to say much at this 
time on this subject, because 1 well know 
that by far the greater part, ninety-nine 
out of a hundred |Krrhaps, have assented 
to these proceedings from the very best 
motives. They will, however, ex|«?rience 
no injury from reflecting calmly, whether 
the common safety is not besl consulted, 
by leaving to the regular and legal autho- 
rities the control and direction of the pub- 
lic energies. 
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From ike New-York Evening Post. 
The subject or the fisheries renewed. — 
On my return to town, after more than a fort- 
night's absence, I have for the first time, seen, 
by the 10th No. of the Examiner, that the gen- 
tleman who writes for that paper, under the 
signature of An Observer, has done me the 
honour to reply to the answer which I had, 
the week before, attempted to give to an ar- 
ticle of his which had appeared in the same 
paper, on the subject of the fisheries. Polite- 
fiess demanded an earlier acknowledgment of 
the complimentary manner in which he has 
been pleased to speak of my humble perform- 
ance, and I beg he will attribute my silence 
to absence alone. At the same time 1 frank- 
ly own, that after an attentive perusal of what 
he has written, another and a more imperative 
jmotive compels me to take immediate and 
particular notice of it : I may be mistaken, 
but I cannot help thinking it contains unsound 
principles of national law ; that it resorts to 
ridicule where we had a rieht to expect argu- 
ment ; and by a show of diplomatic learning 
not very pertinent to the purpose, is calcula- 
ted to impose on the minds of cursory reader* 
and to mislead the public judgment on a ques- 
tion of great importance to the country. 

Before I proceed to the more serious part 
of this reply, I canuot but express the pain it 
causes me to perceive that my former notice 
of his first article, sliould have nettled him in 
a manner wholly unexpected, and certainly 
not intended on my part. When I observed 
that by the law of postliminium, we should, 
on a return of peace, be as much entitled to 
a restoration of the fisheries as to the fort of 
Niagara, he seems to suppose, I meant to give 
him a piece of information, and with much 
iiiock gravity he bestows his thanks for it. 
But I take leave to assure him that nothing was 
so far from my intention, nor can 1 perceive 
that my words import it, and I. therefore, must 
take leave, again, to decline his acknowledg- 
ments. Neither can I perceive any thing in 
my answer which could afford room for an 
equally grave confession that he does not un- 
derstand English. 1 am sorry he should sus- 
pect me of so much indiscretion, as well as 
injustice, as to make such an accusation, since 
it is admitted, on all hands, that few, if any 
authors, among us, write the language* gen- 
erally speaking, with great correctness and 
purity. 

After much repetition of self abasement for 
bis ignorance of English, his want of informa- 
tion and his deficiency in style, all which, I 
really think, were quite superfluous, he comes, 
j*t length, to the point in controversy, and 
which will be found to lie in a nut shell. On 
that point he shall be met before the subject 
is dismissed ; but there are some minor topics 
that he has seen fit to introduce, which must, 
out of respect to him, be first disposed of. 
- The Observer assures us that he does not 
poean to enter into a grave discussion of a ua- 



lion's rights, and he gives as his reason, that 
*• he does not choose to appear as the advocate 
of our enemy's rights, claims or pretensions." 
but takes care to add, that " he does uot 
mean to retract any opinion he had advan- 
ced." The opinion be had advanced was. 
that a right to fish on the Grand Bank did uot 
belong to us by the laws of nature and na- 
tions, in common with Great-Britain and the 
rest of the world ; as 1 had ventured without 
fir?t consulting him, to believe and assert. 
And he takes a second occasion to declare, 
that he •* does not believe that a right tojish 
on the Banks of Newfoundland, belongs to us, 
and to all others, as a necessary incident to 
national independence." Still, " he docs not 
choose to appear the advocate of our enemy's 
claims." If this is uot advocating our enemy's 
claims, it is, in rav humble understanding, at 
least asserting them, and giving them the full 
weight of his authority ; which, I must beg 
he will recollect, is the authority of one, to 
whom his publisher, the. editor of the Examin- 
er, ascribes, and very justly ascribes respec- 
tability, talents, eloquence and celebrity.— 
Such authority cannot fail to have its weight, 
and is therefore the more to be feared. But 
the only remark 1 shall now indulge is, that 
I cannot hut feel for the awkward and embar- 
rassing predicament, in which any gentleman 
must find himself placed, whatever be his re- 
spectability or his talents, his eloquence or his 
celebrity, who is thus directly at variance 
with himself ; who does what he chooses uot 
to do, and assigns as a reason for declining 
to do what he docs, that he does not choose to 
do it. 

The Observer still believes that the " fish- 
cries and commerce are of vital importance to 
the eastern states," but qualifies the opinion 
by an explanation, that alters and destroys 
the meaning of his own words. By vital im- 
portance he says he does not mean to say. that 
*• without commerce and the fisheries every 
woman and child must perish :" which be fur- 
ther elucidates by several examples, both 
lively and pertinent : •* Although (says he) 
food is of vital importance to a hungry man, 
it is not quite certain he could justify taking 
a loaf from a baker's basket, a steak from a 
butcher's stall, or a cod from a fisherman's 
car." I must beg his pardon, but if he will 
only permit raeto change his hungry man in- 
to a starving man, who had no other means of 
preserving life, it will then be a fair case to 
test the question, and I shall then be ready to 
maintain, that such a man in such a situation, 
might justifiably take the loaf from the baker, 
the steak from the butcher, or the cod from the 
fisherman ; loaf, steak and cod would all be at 
his service and his option. That this is equal- 
ly applicable to nations as individuals, uiight 
be shown by numerous citations. 1 make but 
one. 

44 When a nation, (rays Vattel) is in absolute 
want of provisions, it may oblige its neighbours 
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who have more<than they want for themselves, 
to deliver them up at a just price, or even to take 
ihttn by force. jf&ey «rt7l not *tll mm." *» The 
tame right belongs to individual* when foreign 
nations refuse than a just assist tinee. Cuptain 
. Bontekoe, a Dutchman, having lost his vessel at 
sea, saved himself in the shallop with a part of 
the crew, and landed on an Indian coast, where, 
the barbarous inhabitants refusing them provi- 
sions, the Dutch obtained them sword in hand." 

Vat. Lib. 2, Ch. 9, Sec 120. 

I do not produce even this authority, or 
maintain this principle, because I thiuk it im- 
portant to the question under discussion, but 
merely that Observer may see that no part 
of his piece is treated with a neglect that 
might by possibility be construed iuto dis- 
respect. 

For a similar reason, and for no other, do I 
notice what be says of the right to the fisheries 
by the law of postliminium. I had said that 
whenever peace shall return and " another 
treaty shall be made between the parties, we 
shall be perfectly entitled to the restoration 
of it f the right to fish] by the law of postli- 
minium.'* Whereas his notion is, that " if our 
treaty with England be (as it probably will 
be) renewed and confirmed in th,e treaty of 
peace, and no alterations nor exceptions be 
made, thiugs will return to the conditiou they 
were in before the war." Here is doubtless 
a great and manifest difference of opinion, 
because he says there U and I am bound to 
believe him. but as this difference is of a na- 
ture so subtile that I am wholly unable to 
comprehend it, I trust, therefore, 1 shall stand 
excused if I say nothing further about it, than 
that if we have differed, I differ no longer, 
but readily concur with him in his notion. 

For the purpose of amusing, as he says, the 
readers of the Examiner, he cites " a few ar- 
ticles of treaties amoug the powers of this 
world." And he thinks these readers will 
see with astonishment, the mistaken notions 
entertained by European statesmen, about 
these same fisheries." Meaning, I presume, 
(for it is not always easy to guess at the mean- 
ing of one who deals in perpetual irony) that 
they will see that such statesmen have differ- 
ent ideas of the law of nations, on the subject 
of the fisheries from what have been broaclicd 
ki this country, and that consequently we arc 
altogether iu an error. Let us, also, then, 
venture to look at the same articles and see 
for ourselves what they really, amount to. 

Observer begins with a treaty made iu 1763 
between Great-Britain, France and Spain, 
since called the treaty of Paris, from which he 
quotes the 5th and 13th articles, thus : 

" The subjects of France shall have liberty to 
fish and dry fish on a part of the coast of New- 
foundland, such as is specified in the 13th article 
of the treaty of Utrecht, which article is renewed 
and confirmed by the present treaty, (excepting, 
&c.) and his Britannic majesty consents to leave 
to the subjects of the most christian king the 



liberly of fishing in the Gvtf of St. Lavrtvce, on 
condition that the subjects of France shall use 
the said fishery only at a distance otllirte league* 
from all the coatls belonging to Great-Britain, 
as well those of the continent as those of the isl- 
ands situate in the said Gulf of SL Law rence. 
And as to what concerns the liberty of fishing on 
tlie eoatts of the island of Cape Breton, out of the 
*nid gulf, it shall be permitted to the subjects of 
the most christian king to use the said fishery 
only at the distance of 15 leagues from the coasts 
of the said island of Cape Breton," Arc. 

Art. 13. " His catholic majesty, for hhnself 
and his successors, desixts from all pretence 
which he may have formed in favour of the Gui- 
puscoans, and others his subjoct*, to the right of 
filling in the environs of the island of Newfound- 
land." 

Such are the quotations from this treaty to 
show that Great-Britain was in 1763 admitted 
by France and Spain to possess U»e exclusive 
right to the fisheries on the Grand Bank of 
Newfoundland. In our former number we 
said " the Grand Bank of Newfoundland is a 
space in the ocean extending north and south 
about seven degrees ; east and west about 
three degrees, and distant from the shores of 
Newfoundland about thirty leagues.* Our in- 
ference was, that "the right to fish on it, 
therefore, belongs, by the laws of nature and 
nations, to us, in common with Great-Britain 
and the rest of the world." 41 Not so, (says 
Observer,) look here, at the 5th article ot this 
treaty of 1763, and you will see that France 
and Spain have acknowledged the exclusive 
right of Great-Britain to these fisheries. 
They both consent not to exercise the li- 
berty of fishing on the coast of Newfound- 
land, and the gvtf' of St. Lawrence, neartr 
than at the distance of three leagues from the 
shore, on the coast of the island of Cape Bre- 
ton nearer than at the distance of fifteen 
Ungnes ; and by the 13th art. you will see 
further, that his catholic majesty desists from 
all pretensions iu favour of his claims to fish 
in the environs (neighbourhood) of the island 
of Newfoundland." Bow then stands our 
case ? We claim a right to fish on a bank 
situated not nearer in any part than 90 miles 
from the shore and extending about 600 miles 
into the sea, all of which bank we say lies in 
the ocean, and therefore, do we claim this 
right ; "but we are answered by a supposed au- 
thority from which It is inferred that Great- 
Britain has by the admission of other powers, 
an exclusive right to the fisheries on the coast, 
to the distance of nine miles from the shore, 
and also to the fisheries in the neighbourhood 
of Newfoundland » 

We are next presented with a quotation 
from the treaty of 1778 between France and 
the United States, Ibe 9th Art, of which, runs 
thus : " The inhabitants, merchants, com- 
manders of ships, &c. of the two parties, shall 



• This is a little overrated, but not materially 



so. 
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fcriprocallj abstain from and avoid fishing in 
alJ the places possessed or which, shall be pos- 
sesscd by the other party. The subjects of 
his most christian majesty shall not fish in 
the harbours, bat/s, creeks, roads, coasts and 
places which the United States possess. And 
in like manner, the subjects, people, and in- 
habitants of the said United States shall not 
fish in the harbours, bays, creeks, roads, and 
places, which his most christain majesty now 
possesses, or shall hereafter possess," toe. 

If Observer means to draw any inference in 
his favour, from this article, by analogy, I 
should suppose the least he could do, would 
be to show that the Grand Bank of Newfound- 
land, came within the words of description here 
used ; that it was either a harbour, buy, creek 
road, coast or place within the possession of 
Great-Britain ; and I commend his prudence 
for not attempting to show either. 

The 10th art. of the same treaty is given in 
the words following : 

** The United States, their citizens and inha- 
bitants tliall never disturb the subjects of the most 
christian hing, in the enjovweiit and exercise 
of the right of fishing on the Batiks of Newfound- 
land, any more than in the indefinite and exclu- 
five enjoyment which belongs to thtm on (hat part 
of (he coasts of that island, designated in the trial v 
of Utrecht, nor in Uic right rtlatice to all and each 
oftlie islands which belong to his most christian 
majesty. n 

Is it meant, then, to say that by this stipula- 
tion on the part of the United States, that Uie 
French shall enjoy the right of fishing on the 
Banks of Newfoundland, unmolested, is au im- 
plied concession on the part of France, in the 
face of clear expressions to the contrary, that 
without such stipulation, she could not cujoy 
it because it belonged to the United States ? 

He is next so obliging as to inform us that 
hi 1783 a peare was concluded between Great- 
Britain and France, in which the treaties of 
1(518, 78, 79, 97, 1713, 14, 17, 18, 38, 48, and 
63, were all renewed and confirmed. The 
4th and Cth articles of the treaty of 1783 are 
then quoted at full length, iu the words and 
figures following. 



fore between the English and French, consent* 
tm renounce the right of fishing which belongs to 
him in virtue of the ISth article of the 1 treaty of 
Utrecht, from Cape Bonavista to Cape St. John, 
situate on the coast of Newfoundland, m* the 
50th degree of N. latitude. And his majesty th«* 
king ct Great-Britain, consents, on his part,' that 
the fishery aligned, to the subjects of his most 
christian majesty, beginning at the said Cape St. 
John, passing to the north and descending on the 
wot coast of Newfoundland, shall extend to the 
place called Cape Rave, in the latlitude of 47 
degrees 50 minutes. Vht> French fishermen shall 
enjoy tho fishery assigned to them by the present 
article, as they could of right enjoy that which is 
assignee! to them by the treaty of"Utrecht. n 

Art. 5th. »• As to the fishery in the Gulf of 
St. Lau rence, the French may continue to carry 
it on eon formably to the 5th article of the treaty 
of Paris." 

This .1th article, as we have jq?t seen, ex- 
cludes the French from fishing within •* threa 
leagues oJ'uU the coasts of Great-Britain, as 
well those of the continent as those of the 
islands situate iu the Gull* of\ St. Lawrence." 

The reader is now possessed of all the au- 
thorities which Mr. Observer has adduced 
with so much ceremony, (and they are all,) to 
prove to the American people that Great-Bri- 
tain oossosscs exclusively the strict right to 
the fisheries on the Grand Bank of Newfound- 
land, which lies in the sea ; and that our only 
chance to obtain a participation in those fish- 
eries is " from the grace and favour of our ene- 
my.'* If the public think with me respecting 
tiiese authorities, thoy will see more of learn- 
ing than of logic, in the parade which it has 
been thought tit to make of them. Had the 
writer found himself able to go much further 
thau he has doue. and even cited treaties be- 
tween Great- Britain and other nations in 
which she bad stipulated with them, as she 
did in the treaty of peace, with us, that they 
should continue to ciyoy unmolested the right 
to fish on the Banks of Newfoundland, still I 
should, with cutire confidence have repeated, 
that this proceeded from extreme caution, 
alone, and was inserted solely, in order to 
avoid disputes in futnre, and amounted to no 



Art. 4. His Majesty the King of Great-Bri- Zre ^ZcoX^^Z: ,v * 
is maintained in the property of the Island ° !., , » ^ « f * "?nt alruady po*- 



tain is maintained in tlie property of the Island 
of Newfoundland and the adjacent islands, as 
the whole was secured to him by the 13th article 
of the treaty of Utrecht, excepting the islands 
of St. Pierre and Miqiulon, which are ceded 
in full property by the present treaty, to bis 
most christian majesty." 

But what the 13th article of the treaty of 
Utrecht has to do with a question relating to 
the Banks of Newfoundland, I am wholly at a 
loss to conjecture. It certainly neither men- 
tions, nor even refers to those bank*. The 
two following conclude the formidable list of 
authorities adduced. 

" And 5th. His most christian majesty, to pre- 
vent the quarrels which have takeu place hereto- 



ssed. But this idea .Mr. Observer has at- 
tempted to throw into ridicule, by supposing 
the ease of a formal stipulation in a treaty be- 
tween the two nations, that " we should con- 
tinue to enjoy the right of navigating the ouan 
and killing whaks." I confess I hardly sup- 
posed that this gentleman was to learn at this 
time of life, that in fair argument, extreme 
cases are never allowable as a just test of 
truth. But, to answer him directly, I take 
leave to turn his attention to tbe very quota- 
tion he has himself made of tbe 10th article 
of the treaty of 1778, between France and th© 
United Stales. There be will see a stipula- 
tion on the part of the United States, never 
to disturb France in the eujoymeot and exer- 
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rise of the right of fishery, not only 44 on the : to establishing or attempting to establish any 
Banks of Newfoundland," but " in the right legal rigid to the fisheries by the law of na- 
relative to all and each of the islands which tious, no such thin; is once pretended. It I* 



belong to his m:>st christian majesty." Obser- 
ver may now smile if he is inclined, bat every 
reader will here see an instance of the ex 
abundanti, carried to a ranch greater langth 
than in the case before us, in our treaty of 
1733. 

Having thus disposed of the numerous ex- 
tracts of treaties between various nations 
which Mr. Observer has presented us with, 
well knowing, that with common readers, who 
have not leisure or inclination tn examine for 
themselves, learned quotations have a won- 
derful effect on the mind, and scarcely ever 
fail to make them believe, that much has 
been proved, because much has been quo- 
ted, let us now turn to the passage where 
he has very honestly put the question be- 
tween e*, directly at issue. 1 fancy a cool 
and dispassionate examination of this' part of 
his performance, will tend quite as much to 
lead us to the truth, as his jibes and his jests, 
or his learned quotations. 

41 The able editor (says he) seems displeased 
with the merchants of ift. Johns. But when he 
on.-iders that they are our enemies and intcrcst- 
■d 



enough for their purpose that it is a wise poli- 
cy, and they rely on their dominion on the 
ocean, safely to secure it : Stat pro ratione 
voluntas 

The above extract is given verbatim, (hat 
the author may have no cause to complain of 
misrepresentation, and it clearly now appears, 
that the whole dispute between us turns upon 
the meaning of a single word. He thinks that 
the Hanks, being a part and parcel of the 
coa«t of Newfoundland, Great-Britain posses- 
ses the sole and exclusive right to the fishery 
upon them, and that no other nation can "ob- 
tain any share in it but from her grace and 
Javour," to which, if so, I also agree ; but if 
the Bank lies in the ocean, he conlesses that 
be himself believes the claim unfounded.—- 
Observer is eutitlcd to the thanks of all who 
take any interest in this controversy, for com- 
ing so directly to the precise, point in issue. 
And I should have been ready to have extend- 
ed my acknowledgments still further, had 
he gone on and settled the question he had 
so pertinently raised, by the exhibition of a 
litt le of that philological knowledge, in which 



ed in the question, he may perhaps he disposed tn he is so celebrated an adept, and showing us* 

make tome ullowunce for their portion of human | what was meant by the word ocean or sea. 

frailty. From what he had quoted of this memo- 
rial, it vems to me they believe the exigence of 
Great-Britain, 44 as a great aud independent na 



tion depends upon her dominion on the ocean." 
And, so believing, they 44 wish to exclude fo- 
reigners from sharing again in the advantages of 
n fishery from which a large portion of their na- 
tional defence will be derived." These notions, 
are not, I believe confined to those merchants. 
But, I perhaps, not understanding English, am 
mistaken ; and their object may lie 4 ' to shut us 
out from tithing on the ocean, by virtue of their 
dominion on the same." This, which is the con- 
traction of the able editor, he considers i4 an un- 
reasonable, unjust and prejwtterous claim, to 
which we, as a nation can never yield." I be- 
lieve England never pretended to prevent na- 
tions from falling on the ocean, and would proba- 
bly agree that tbe claim if intended so far, is un- 
founded. But let not the memorialists of St. 
John's be condemned for what tbey do not say. 
If the claim be confined to the Banks I would 
pray leave to recommend a little serious atten- 
tion." 

It seems there is a trifling difference be- 
tween us as to the meaning of this memorial, 
which difference Observer, very unaffectedly, 
attributes to his not understanding English, 
but which I must still understand, as I did at 
first. It amounts, in my conception, to nei- 
ther more nor less than a claim on the part of 
Great-Britain to the fisheries exclusively, be- 
cause they say her existence depends on her 
dominion on the ocean, and because a larje 
portion or their national defence is derived 
from these fisheries. "Therefore, say they, 
it would be a wise policy to shut out those na- 
Um$ now leagued in war against us :•» But as 



His path lay directly before him, and the ob- 
ject of research in fujl view. He had only to 
show us what was the true and real meaning 
of the single word ocean or sea, (for tbey are 
perfectly synonimous) and that it did not ex- 
tend nearer the shore than about one hundred 
miles, and his work was done. The victory 
belonged to him and to his clients the mer- 
chants of St. John's. Instead of which, be 
betakes himself to his favourite weapon of 
ridicule, argvmentvm ab absitrdo, and at last 
quits the field in triumph, because he has de- 
luged ns with a multitude of inapplicable 
quotations. 

Considering, however, that tlte only question 
before the public, is even according to him- 
self, simply, what are we to understand by 
the word ocean or sea. I beg permission to 
tnrn from my eloquent opponent for a few 
moments, and devote a little attention to dis- 
cover the meaning of this word, and how it is 
understood by writers on the law of nations. 
On this occasion I might avail myself of ma- 
ny learned names from Grotius to Azuni. but 
I shall take but one, because that one is ac- 
knowledged as better authority in the English 
maritime courts than any other, and because 
I am sure his opinion will never be disputed 
by the writer of Observer, himself. 

14 The use of the open tea, (says Vattel,) con- 
sists in navigation and fishing." " The open sea 
is, in its own nature, not to be possessed ; no 
body being able to settle there so a* to hinder 
others from passing. But a nation, poircr/ul at 
sea may forbid others to fish in and narrate it, de- 
claring that il opj^ropriatn its dominion to itself,' 
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»k J tital ii will destroy lite reach \c\icli sliail dire 
t'i appear in it, willumi ils pti inirsion.—— Let us 
see whether it lias a rlgkt to il.i tins 

" It is manifest that the ri^ht of the open 
which consists in navigation and fishing, if inno- 
cent and inexhaustible ; tiiat is, lie who navigates 
or fishes in it, uW no injury to any one, uud ttint 
tlift sim, in these two respects, is sufficient for all 
mankind. Now, nature does not give to man n 
ri^hl of appropriating to himself things that may 
be innocently used and that arc inexhaustible, 
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Draft cf a fundamental law for the govcrn- 
mnil of tlie Low Countries. 

CHAP. I. 

OP TfTE SOVEREIGN PRIXCr. 

Art. 1. The sovereignty of the Unif- 
ed Provinces of the Low Count ries is and 
remains conferred upon his Royal lligl;- 



«nd sufficient for ail ; *ince, every one, being able ness William I'mLric, Prinze of Orawre 
*oj»ml in their state of communion, what wa> | Na.ssait, to he possessed hereditarily by 

him and his lawful descendants, conform- 
ably to the conditions specified in the ar- 
ticles which follow. 

2. They are holden fo be lawful de- 
scendants of the sovereign prince, who 
are the issue of a tmrrhge contract, which 
hns received the mutual consent. of the 
sovereign prince, and I lie states general. 

3. The sovereignty is hereditary hy 
right of primogeniture, in such minner 
that the eidest son of tlie deceased prince, 
or the heir mafe of the eldest son, suc- 
ceeds by representation. 

4. In default of an heir mile of (he eld- 
est son, the sovereignity devolves upon 
his brothers, or their heirs, male in like 
manner by right of primogeniture and of 
representation. 

5. In total default of heirs male, the 
sovereignty is inherited by daughters, or 
their descendants, in the same manner as 
aliove. 

6. In default of issue of the existing so- 
vereign prince, William Frederic of Or- 
ange Nassau, the sovereignty Calls to his 
sister the Princess Fretlrrica Ixntisa Wit' 
hdmina of Orange, dowager of the late 
Charles George Augustus, hereditary prince 
of Hruuswic Lunenburg, or her legitimate 
issue born of another marriage contracted 
by her on the conditions of article 2. 

7. On the failure or legitimate issue of 
this princess also, the right of succession . 
shall pass to tlte lawful male heir of the 
Princess Caroline of Orange, sister to the 
late Prince William V. and widow of the 
late Prince of Nassau Weilburg, likewise 
by right of primogeniture and representa- 
tion. 

8. If particular circumstances shall ren- 



f'lincicnt t<» supply their wants, to undertake to 
render themscires sole Masters of Urnn, and efdtuic 
nil others would be to deprive them, without rea- 
wn, of the benefit* of nature.*' ** In the open 
tea, people may sail and lifh without the |p;ist 
prejudice to any persons whatever, and without 
pulling; any other people in danger: wo n it ion, 
then, has a ri»ht to lay claim to the open sea, or to 
attribute Hie use of it to it at If io tlu delusion of 
others? 1 

" The right of navigating and fi.diin^ in the 
dpea sea, being then a right common to all men. 
the not urn wko attempts to exclude anollirr from 
that advantage does it an injury, an f» *• i vks a 
scfficie.vt cause of war : nature authorizing 
a nation to repel an injury : that is, to make u-e 
of force against whoever would deprive it of its 
rights. 

" We may, moreover, cay, that a notion, which, 
without a title would arrogate to itself an exclu- 
sive right to the fea, and support it by force, docs 
an injury to alt nations whose common rigid 1/ ri'o- 
tates ; and all are at liberty to unite against it, in 
order to repress such an attempt." 

I hare done. This article is, I am sensible 
long, and I fear tedious : 1 liave, however, en- 
deavoured to make it otherwise, but I found it 
impossible to do an) thing like justice to the 
subject and compress my ideas in a much less 
compass than 1 have done. I lament that it 
wxs made necessary at this time, to eater 
at all upon the discussiou of our right to par- 
ticipate in the fisheries ; but it was forced up- 
on me, and I could not consistently with the 
principles by which I profess to be governed, 
avoid meeting it. I could not leave it to be 
inferred from my silence, that, on a question of 
importance to the country, the conductor of a 
public print was to be awed from his duty, by 
the haughty demeanor of offended pride, or 
the sneering sarcasms of wit. In the execu- 
tion of this task, I am unconscious of being 
actuated by any other motive, than a wish to 
inform the body of the people, and to prevent 
their being led to adopt erroneous notions 
concerning a subject deeply interesting to us 
all as a nation ; neither do I entertain a sha- 
dow of doubt that the motives of my respect- 
ed adversary are equally pure and disinterest- 
ed as my own ; but we happen to differ in 
•pinion, and it is now for the public to decide 
between us. 



der necessary any alteration in the here- 
ditary succession, the prince sovereign 
has the power of proposing a law on this 
subject to the slates general. 

0. If at any time there shall be no he- 
reditary successor on the above condi- 
tions, the rcitrnimr powers ?hn!t be oMtgctl 
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fo propose a successor to the states gene- 
ral. 

10. The states general approving this 
proposition, the sovereign prince shall 
make known the nomination of their suc- 
cessor to the people, in tlte manner in 
Tvhich all other laws are promulgated.! 

11. If from* any unforeseen circum- 
stances such a successor shall not have 
been named before the decease of any 
reigning prince, the stales general shall 
nominate and proclaim one, and shall pub- 
lish it to the people. 

12. The sovereign prince enjoys an 
annual revenue oi'jifiecn hundred thousand 
florins, in the maimer regulated by the 
following articles; and besides there shall 
be provided and fitted up for him a suit- 
able summer and winter residence. 

13. The law may determine that there 
thall be granted iu part discharge of the 
said annual revenue to the sovereign 
prince, if he prefer it, in full property, 
aud as patrimonial estate, so much of do- 
mains as shall suffice to produce a revenue 
of 500,000 florins or thereabouts. 

14. The remainder of this annual reve- 
nue shall be drawn from the usufruct of 
estates to be hereafter assigned for that 
purpose, or from the first or least encum- 
bered revenues of the state. 

15. The sovereign prince as well as the 
princes and princesses of the house, en- 
joy an exemption from all personal taxes 
and direct impositions, with the exception 
of the land tax. Nevertheless the edi- 
fices destined for their use or resideuce re- 
main exempt from all real charges. Nei- 
ther he nor those of his court shall enjoy 
any exemption from imposts upon con- 
sumption. 

16. The sovereign prince organises his 
bouse according to his pleasure. 

17. The eldest son of the sovereign 
prince b the first subject of his father. 
As hereditary prince he receives the title 
of royal highness. The other princes and 
princesses of the sovereign family conti- 
nue to bear the title of most serene higk- 
ncss. 

18. The hereditary prince receives in 
that quality from the treasury the annual 
aura of 100,000 florins, reckoning from the 
day on which he shall attain eighteen 
years of age. 

19. Th« sovereign prince attains his 
majority a| the age of eighteen years. 

20. In case of mmprity, the sovereign 



prince is under the guardianship of his re- 
lations, members of the sovereign family, 
and of any distinguished native born per- 
sons. This guardianship 4s established 
beforehand by his predecessor and the 
states general. 

21. If from unforeseen circumstances 
the arrangement of the guardianship has 
not been nude beforehand, it shall be pro- 
vided by the states general iu the man- 
ner ordered in the preceding article, in 
Concert as much as possible with some of 
the nearest relations of the sovercigu fa- 
mily. 

22. On the death of the sovereign 
prince, the states general assemble with, 
out convocation. The members, who, 
eight days after tluit of his disease, are at 
the residence, open the extraordinary as- 
sembly. 

23. During the minority of the sove- 
reign prince, the right of sov ereignty is 
exercised by a regent. This regent is 
designated beforehand by- the sovereign 
prince and the states general. The suc- 
cession to the regency, until the majority 
of the successor, may be established iu the 
same manner. 

24. I f from a ny unforseen circumstances 
there shall not have been any arrange- 
ment concerning the regency during the 
life time of the sovereign, it shall be provi- 
ded by the states general. If there shall 
not have been any arrangements made as 
to the succession to the regency, the suc- 
cessor shall he designated conjointly by 
the regent and states general, 

25. These arrangements concerning 
the regency also take place when the sove- 
reign prince is found uot iu a condition to 
govern by himself. When after strict ex- 
amination, made by unanimous consent, it 
shall appear to the council of state, com- 
posed of the members that ordinarily sit 
in it, and the heads of ministerial depart- 
ments, that this case exists, the council 
convokes the states general to the end 
that they may provide for it, as long as 
it exists according to the established 
rules. 

To be continued. 



V The editor is under the necessity oC 
being absent for two or three weeks. On 
his return, his editorial labours will be re- 
sumed with alacrity and continued witk 
perseverance. 
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TIMES AS THEY WERE — THINGS 
AS THEY ARE. 

Should we read in any ancient histori- «ail/ contra 
an, of a people who had been happy and il'"' 1 ' to ^"J! 
prosperoui under tlie go\ ernraent of wise t ' ''''unuiucPsWl^^ 
and virtuous rulers ft* a succession of | ^'reut points of the coast was cut oJ b; a 
years, and who had every reason to hope | hluckade. Shouhl we read this, and be 
for an increased measure of felicity Un further told, that this deluded people still 
der a continuance of the same system, yet cherished their delusion; still continued 



the ravages of the enemy—- that for two 
years this war was an almost uninterrupt- 
ed series of disasters and defeats — that 
from the sea, where alone Rny honour whs 
gained, nearly all the forces were with- 
drawn, and the seamen sent 
with the armies in the 

\>a« la\ i;slu-d ^jflftpPyTWPfl neWi 
bJittfihf, it was 
lence. that all 
( ;i the o\f- 




influenced by the persuasions of those w ho 
pretended, that if the direction of public 
affaire should be confided to them, they 
woultl correct many errors, provide 
against many unseen dangers, and 
promote the general welfare to a decree 
as yet unknown, had at last exalted these 
men into power, and to gratify them to 
their hearts' content, had withdrawn all 
confidence and favour from their former 
tried servants; should we read further, 
(hat no sooner had these patriots taken 
possession of their new dignities, and he- 
gun to guide the 6hip of state, than she 
became the 8[K>rt of winds and wav«s, 
and by repeated shocks, was reduced to a 
state, so crazed and feeble, as to be every 
moment in danger of sinking; that under 
their management, so far from improving, 
every thing went on from worse to worse ; 
that plenty was exchanged for starvation ; 
industry for idleness ; enterprise and ac- 
tivity for disconsolate and benumbing 
apathy; that finally, the nation was in- 
volved in an expensive war, in which the 
only object seemed to be to gain a little 
extension of territory on the internal bor- 
der, while the sea coast was left opto to 



to put their trust in those, who had deceiv- 
ed them, and lo refuse it to those they 
had once found faithful; that rejecting 
the evidence of feeling, they still persist- 
ed iu believing that their rulers were doing 
every thing for the best, and had more 
skill and more experience than any other 
men could pretend to. Should w e not eon- 
sider such a narrative as a mere romantic 
fiction? Should we not pronounce such in- 
fatuation impossible ? 

Yet is this precisely our own case. We 
had once, rulers w ho governed ut with no 
other view than to our good ; who knew 
how to temper their intercourse with -fo- 
reign nations with a due mixture of dignity 
and concession; who preserved the na- 
tional honour, and resented insult wher- 
ever offered, yet avoided the horrible re- 
sort of war; who obtained indemnification 
for our property, when unjustly taken 
away; who in our domestic concerns pro- 
moted the industry of all classes, and en- 
couraged the social and political virtues. 
We were unworthy of them. We gave our 
confidence to others, who have abused it 
to our ruin. Yet cannot we be made to 
perceive our errer and, to retrace <mr steps. 
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Still vcr clins; to the same false pilots, and 
vainly believe, that they can extricate 
us from the dangers and difUeulties, into 
vrhicb tlieir imprudence has brought us. 
Absurd ;md preposlerous hope! When 
will returning reason save 11? from im|»end- 
ing destruction ?— Weekly Mess. 



Of TUS 




or oefence of ttie CiTV 
or sivrotL 

ii^Kfce (M^^^e of defence respect fully rc- 
Ho tbim| rffotottiimril. that, in pursu- 
Jihr of , iauc?loii< l f^*ffV» %m "».> i they im- 
> rwfn > u*d P.; ijEftd' < -V 1 • i! Swift, 
of the rt*.rp.> «C rftlw^to fqruisli litem, as 
*x>n as possible, with the plan of mi eh addi- 
tional works of defence as might be deemed 
necessary by him, to place this city in a state 
of mmplete defence. To this request, that 



■PHE EXAMINER. 

voluntarily come forward and contributed libe- 
rally in money Jor the employment of substi- 
tutes and many of their fellow citizens have 
given both money and personal labour with 
alacrity. 

The committee think proper to mention 
these facts as honourable to their fellow citi- 
zens in the highest degree, and to show to the 
corporation, that they hare not calculated in 
vain on the patriotic spirit of their constitu- 
ents, and their disposition in every respect to 
ol>cy and carry into effect the suggestions and 
recommendations of the constituted authori- 
ties. The committee think, that from the 



confidence the citizens appear to have hi the 
zeal of the corporation, and the ardour they 
evince in seconding their efforts the propo- 



ted by voluntary labour and contribution of 
the citizens. 
The committee regret, that at a time like 



I an appeal to the patriot- 
ism of their fellow citizens to furnish volun- 
tary aid in the erection of the works. The 



ed forward with their overtures ; all 
to be engaged in the honourable employment 
of self-defence, on the earliest day that could 
be appointed. In these overtures, the com- 
mittee observed, with heartfelt pleasure, that 
there appeared to be no distinction of party, 
or situation in life. Citizens of every politi- 
cal party, seemed to vie with each other only 
in efforts to protect our city from invasiou by 
the enemy. They all appeared to meet ou 
the ground or self-defence as on a conunon 
ground. 

That the city must be gallantly defended, 
was the universal opinion; and every indivi- 
dual felt it necessary to spare no pains, no 
moans within his power, to deter from, or to 
repel 'any hostile attempt. The rich and the 
poor have alike proffered their services, and 
have wrought together on the same works, in- 
termingling tbeir labour with the most patri- 
otic emulation. Those who were unable to 
give 



valuable officer gave the most prompt at ten- this, n hen the daily labour of their poorer f< l- 
tion. On being furnished by him with a plan, low citizens is so important to themselves aod 

thoir families, our situation should be such as 
to place them under a necessity of devoting 
that labour to the public service. They hope 
appeal wax answered by them with one heart that this consideration will induce those who 
and one mind. Ercparod for this appeal by ! are more able in their circumstances, to con- 
the address of the common council, every one tribute more liberally to enable the committee 
was anxious to offer his service on the into- to employ hired labourers wheti the claims of 
resting occasion. Volunteer associations press- j their families may compel these patriotic ci- 
tizens to discontinue their gratuitous labour. 

The works in the rear of Brooklyn were 
commenced on Tuesday last, by the officers of 
Brig. Gen. Mapes* brigade and the artillery 
company of Capt Andrew Bremtier, who had 
the honour of breaking ground. Ou each suc- 
cessive day, parties of volunteer citizens, to 
the amount of from 500 to upwards of a 1000 
a day, have laboured on the works. The spirit 
of volunteering personal labour, seems still to 
be ardent ; many thousands are now on the 
list of the committee, waiting their time for 
doing duty. ,. 

Voluntary contributions, to the aiuouut of 
about 3. r MX) dollars, have been received by the 
committee from public institutions, and indivi- 
duals resident in the city and abroad, as a 
commutation for personal service, and to fur- 
nish the committee with the means of defray* 
ing necessary expenses. 

The inhabitants of King's county have, in a 
very laudable manacr, volunteered their ser* 
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iires, and the committee understand that the 
yeomanry of our sister state. New-Jersey, are 
misolicitedly making preparations to tender 
their services. 

Tim committee hare met daily to superin- 
tend the business committal to their charge. 
The committee have learned w ith great sa- 
Uiat the secretary of the nary has 
the command of the naval forces in 
•or harbour, to Commodore Decatur, w ho is 
instructed to co-operate with the land forces 
in itd defence. The high reputation of this 
gallant office r, has inspired great confidence in 
our fellow citizen*, and the numerous corps of 
seamen and marines under his command will 
be an invaluable acquisition to our means of 
defence. 

From the confidence which the committee 
have in his skill an<i judjincut, and whicii they 
are persuaded is also cherished by thepnblic, 
they do not hesitate to recommend, titat the.y 
be authorized to furnish him with the means 
of executing such additional plans of defence, 
as he may conceive essential to the public se- 
curity. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) NICHOLAS FISH, 
GEDION TUCK Ell, 
PETER MESIER, 
GEORGE BUCK.MASTER, 
J. NITCIIIE. 

hi common council. August 15, 1811. 
Resolved vnanimovsly. That the board adopt 
the said report, and that the clerk cause the 
to be published, 

J. MORTON, C. C. C. 



Done at the cilv o p Washington, the 
8th day of August, 10 Lite year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, and of the inde- 
pendence of the United States the 
thirty-ninth. 

JAMES MADISON. 

By the President, 

JAMES MONROE, 
Secretary of State. 



BIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, great and weighty matters, claim- 
ing the consideration of the congress of the 
United States, form an extraordinary occasion 
for convening them, I do, by these presents, 
appoint Monday, the nineteenth day of Sep- 
tember next, for their meeting at the city of 
Washington ; hereby requiring the respective 
senators and representatives then and there 
to assemble in congress, in order to receive 
such communications as may then he made to 
them, and to consult and determiue on such 
sures, as in their wisdom may be deemed 
2t tor the welfare of the United States. 
In testimony whereof, I have caused the 
seal of tho United States to he here- 



L. S. 



unto affixed, and signed the same tvitb 
my band- 



To the Eddor of llw Virginia Patriot. 

LETTER I. 

July 50th, lfltl. 
Sir — I offer you, once more, a few ob- 
servations on the siiiijeci.of out puollc tf- 
f lire. To expect to change the stronffcur- 
rent of popular opinion, would ft%n lKJ;>e, 
I know, as vain as such an effort would he 
idle tv\i\ unavailing.' There is nothing 
more fixed and determined than politic tl 
orejtidice: yet the lime has arrived, when 
to he silent, would be a crimjual neglect 
of our heat rights and interests. Whoev er 
joints out the onuses of the evils which 
surround us, and the remedies which would 
remove them, performs his duty to himself, 
«nd country. Those who disreg »rd the 
faithful warning voice of truth and reason, 
because it does not square with their poli- 
tical prejudices, or promote the views of 
their favourite leaders, do worse than ne- 
glect those duties— they act the suicides 
of their own most precious haopbies*. 

It is not intended, however, at this lime, 
to go into a full view of the miirmnaorc- 
menl of the whole of ojr imMic affairs. A. 
few of the most prominent features of o ir 
public proceedings, set forth in the most 
olain and conspicuous colours, will he s if- 
licient. The imagination cannot lead ui 
astray, nor the finger of aporehension point 
amiss. Whether we behold the politicit 
or military proceedings of our government 
— the internal prosperity or foreign re- 
spectability of our nation — the private or 
iniWic condition of all our b< sl afFiiirs — 
there is little to he found of a cheering anil 
comforting descriution. Commerce, agri- 
culture and mechanics, languishing under 
the fatal disease of a war begotten in the 
untimely decrepitude of our nitional ex- 
istence, by the dotard parent of popular 
imbecility and the self-ruining system of 
'lotitical restrictions: or commenced by 
the still more inanimate offspring of su"h 
a narent, and crawling on through the 
rieket v childhood of its miserable birth 
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to an irregular and uncertain, if not total- 
ly destructive termination. Every indi- 
vidual prosperity and collective happiness 
expiring in the deathlike embraces of such 
an accumulation of national ruin and dis 
grace. Foreign injury, insult and con- 
tempt, surrounding us from every quarter 
from which they could riossibly come. 
Every misery that can afflict, and every 
artifice and device that can corrupt the 
sources of election, and weaken, and di- 
minish the energies of our government 
and the powers of the nation, long fixing, 
and growing in proportion to the increas- 
ing debility and degeneracy of these pub- 
lie concerns. 

From the establishment aud commence- 
ment oCithe present constitution of the 
United States, we have seen the seeds of 
malignant hatred to that very system — 
(sown at that early period) — springing up 
and spreading the baneful evils of envy, 
jealousy and malice towards its best au- 
thors, and diffusing all the worst conse- 
quences of destruction towards the whole 
nation, in opposition to its best operations, 
and for the promotion of the worst and 
most immoral private purposes. Borne on 
whose skirts hung the adoption — uay the 
very existence of that constitution — we 
perceived at an early period of its opera- 
tion, shaking off those doctrines and prin- 
ci !es by which they were first governed, 
and putting on new ones. Others, pro 
feasedly of the plain, the honest ami roy- 
ai-ro!ie-des rising republican cut, (who had 
op'msed its adoption, because it had pre- 
sented to tlieir view those appearances 
of tyranny ami corruption so abhorrent 
and disgust iiur,) as instantly picking up 
every little tinsel garb of petty office un- 
der that constitution, ami its first admini- 
strations, and taking a most solemn oath 
to support it ; and that with all its denoun- 
ced deformities upon it, and before it had 
acquired any of its clamoured-for amend- 
ments ! These two classes, together, have 
finally ornamented and decorated their 
own persons, with all its honours ami emo- 
It ments: While a general borrowed dress 
of wide and amule patriotic professions, 
covers a system of office-hunting, intrigue 
and deception ; whose leprous-like de- 
struction, is eating most rapidly into the 
■very vitals of all our republican institu- 
tions, aud producing an universal corrupt 
and putrid atmosphere throughout the 
whole of our moral, religious, and of 
course, political principles ! 



These new habits, with the effects of 
deformity produced by such an universal 
disease ; have so metamorphosed almost 
every thing among us, that we scarcely 
know our old and once most intimate ac- 
quaintances. At least, we scarcely can 
discern our real, from our pretended friends 
— our actual aud sincere political preser- 
vers, from our insidious ami deceptions oP 
Ace-thirsting destroyers ! Yes ! From the 
very establishment ami commencement of 
the present constitution of the United 
States, 1 say, these difficulties and evils 
have beet* constantly and progressively 
arising : And, through all the transparent 
motives of vice and ambition, have the 
honest and discerning, beheld and describ- 
ed tlieir workings, to their present unfor- 
tunate consummation, or overboiling of 
their most destructive consequences, or la- 
mentable successes! Bven the choicest 
fruits and the richest blessings of the late 
revolution, have been every day diminish- 
ing in the chimical operation of a popular 
delusion, and a systematic train of politi- 
cal devices and |>ersonal hypocrisy, un- 
til we have arrived at length to that point 
of stupendous folly and embarrassment,' 
beyond which there is no remedy but 
death — no retreat for those who have 
brought us to it, but into indelible dis- 
grace. Sir, look through this mighty 
train of circumstances ami contrivances, 
to bring us to our present humble, de- 
graded and submissive situation; and be- 
hold that unfortunate down going condi- 
tion as it now really is. Behold on the 
evils of an insidious and deep laid train of 
,*>pular delusion— a pretended ami decep- 
tious economy; the destruction of all our 
greatest resources and well-established 
»e4itical energies, most artfully commen- 
cing. Behold ou the ruins of all our best 
systems of national greatness and strength, 
the most miserable and futile operations of 
preserving power exhibited in our favour, 
with the most active force of obvioua Tolly 
long urging us to our certain ruin. Be- 
hold on the created prejudices against our 
first fiscal systems — on the wreck of our 
former increasing navy — the abolition of 
our Iwst systems of taxation — the aacrince 
of our bank stock — the squandering of all 
our immense resources from public lands — 
and the innumerable drawbacks on our 
commercial prosperity, finally commen- 
ced, an unnecessary, an unprofitable ini- 
quitous war: And what is worse, in that 
war, the unusual facility of enlisting (he 
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most violent prejudices of nearly one half j 
of the nation against it, with a most deail- 1 
Jy apathy of the other in carrying it on; 
nave been, together, the only mediums 
through which we have yet discerned the 
merits of its commencement, or can con- 
jecture its future progress and final termi- 
nation. 

Instead of that universal burst of patri- 
otic fire which warmed and animated eve- 
ry American breast at the commencement 
of our revolution — instead of that sudden 
and irresistible impulse, which moved 
every one of every rank and description, 
at the same moment, to contend with each 
other — not indeed for the highest, but to 
fill the common ranks of service ; we see 
«ve*y where among the wartilpporling 
patriots of the present day, an enthusiasm 
of professions in the cause, without one 
act of disinterested exertion, in such pa- 
triots, to carry it on ! Whole armies of 
both political ami military* leaders, and 
many more quite willing to become so, with 
a few empty companies of private follow- 
ers ! Long speeches and high-sounding 
proclamations among those leaders, and 
long faces and short profits among those 
-who are dragged the reluctant victims, in- 
to this miserable contest of ambitious fol- 
ly ! and what is still the most lamentable 
of all ; while this most wretched war is 
etill more wretchedly and disgracefully 
carried on in the field, a far more wretch- 
edly disgraceful war of contradictions and 
absurdities, has l>een long and is still car- 
ried on, not only in the great cabinet 
councils of state, and some of their most 
prominent proceedings; but among their 
numerous household troops and surround- 
ing dependants, who fill, who block up 
and guard most vigilantly, every possible 
avenue to the public treasures. 

At one time, commerce is entirely ne- 
glected ami disregarded for whole months 
and years, and our produce embargoed on 
our hands to rot; a naval support and pro- 
tection being too expensive and destruc- 
tive of liberty. At anotlier, mar is corn- 
large armies, the very bane 
to he raised, Of they can) and 
•very thing put to hazard, to protect com- 
merce. At one time, oor merchants are 
held up as a tribe of mere foreigners, " to- 



1 

• The number of hopeful genrmjs at first em- 
ployed in our north nncl uorthwesturn armies '** 
•almort. iticrerfttile. A count i up: to n list kept of 
hem, they do not full (kr short of fifty. 



ries ami unprincipled traders and British 
agents,* 1 unworthy the protection of go* 
vernment. At another, all oar native 
born American agriculturists are to In? put 
in requisition — to be enlisted in the regu- 
lar armies, or drafted in the militia — to 
protect the rights and interests of those 
very merchants, who are almost unani- 
mously opposed to such protection. Na- 
vies too, and their splendid achievements, 
are the great and boasted theme, as they 
are the only successful means of warfare 
with those who once so loudly decried nnd 
endeavoured to destroy them! At one 
time, our seamen are driven from their 
native element by our restrictive systems, 
and compelled to till the earth, or seek 
employment in foreign sea service. At 
another, all the nation is to be overwhelm- 
ed, and all our interests and prosperity 
sunk in a sea of war and bloodshed, to 
protect, even our imported naturalized 
seamen, nay, the very deserters from the 
British service — from being seized and 
returned to their duty. At one time, we 
are the only patriot nation in the world — 
the only friends to litierty, and our govern- 
ment the only shield and protection to op- 
pressed humanity, in existence. At ano- 
ther, we are endeavouring by our restric- 
tive systems to impoverish ourselves, to 
aid the greatest desjK>t u|>on earth, to 
starve the Spaniards out of that freedom 
and 'independence, which he could not de- 
prive them of by his arms. At one time, 
our rulers and their sup|iorters are the 
most pure and virtuous characters U|K>n 
earth: they rouse Into madness and fury, 
at the name of traitor ; they sicken at the 
very idea of bribery and corruption ; their 
lif>erties were once stifled in the atmo- 
sphere of a levee ; they are ready to en- 
ter on another holy crusade to avenge the 
wrongs and injuries of Copenhagen. But, 
at another, they tamper and compromise 
a little at least, with corruption: they 
openly declare their intention of seducing 
the people of Canada and the Florjdas 
from tbeir allegiance, and of making Bri- 
tish and Spanish traitors and subjects, 
good American citizens and patriots; 
they give fifty thousand dollars as a brita 
to a traitor for the disclosure of his mise- 
rable and unimportant treachery; City 
thousand more, secret service money, very 
secretly and securely lying between the 
vaults of an emptied treasury, and the pro- 
fligate scenes of mimic majestv, displayed 
in the wanton and frnToonish nwmmef^ 
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©! servation now, what that system and 
those plans were then ; how they progress- 
ed ; and what was the co-operation, with 
them, of all our French partisans here, 
from the beginning to their end, even to 
the injury and almost total destruction of 
their own insulted and degraded country. 

The only vulnerable point through 
which France or any other nation could 
ever approach England, it is now and 
ever has been well known, was her com- 
mercial prosperity. That the sacrifice of 
the rights and interests of other nations, 
to effect that great purpose, should form 
no obstacle in the way ; not only the sys- 
tem, the plans and projects alluded to, but 
her whole proceedings and practices, from 
the commencement of her revolution to 
the termination of it in the entire over- 
throw of Bonaparte, most clearly evince, 
tier grand scheme to accomplish her own 
o'jects of conquest ami plunder from the 
first, was to distract and disorganize, by 
any means she could, all the regular sys- 
tems of policy and religion of the world. 
This was to be done by different means as 
it related to those different systems. •* To 
succeed in the revolution," sayB Brissot, a 
leading and distinguished character in 
that revolution, and one of the first con- 
ventions, " it is necessary we should set 
fire to the four corners of Europe." Ca- 
mille Desmoulins, in answer to Brissot in 
support of the party of the RohespierrianR, 
though violently opiwseri to him on that 
and other grounds, agrees with him in 
this same general plan for carrying on the 
work of destruction in the revolution. 
*' To disorganize Europe/' says this blcss- 
ed Robespierrian, " was one of the sub- 
lime vocations of the convention." And 
even when this was their plan at home, 
and preparations were making for its exe- 
cution throughout Europe, they carried 
their deception, which was then and has 
ever since been a principal part of the 
wtme plan, so far as to assure the Empe- 
ror of Germauy and Austria, that they 
abhorred the idea of exciting commotions 
«nd distentions among nations." And 
when the war had commenced and had 
teen carryed on for some time between 
them and all Europe almost, (except En- 
gland,) and they were carrying their 
w retched system of dissimulation so far 
as to solicit the mediation of England to 
bring about a neace with Pr«insia and Au- 
stria, they were laying one of the deepest 



and most abominable schemes to destroy 

England. The scheme was this : to es- 
tablish a popular government in Holland, 
thereby to place their forces under their 
command ; destroy their trade ; ami to use 
the words of Chossard, one of the leading 
members in their convention, " to place 
their assistants on the very desks of their 
counting houses, there to ruin the bank of 
England, and bring about a revolution in 
the whole money system of Europe." 

This and other acts of injury first 
produced the war between France and 
England. To effect their purposes against 
that nation, more than to injure others, 
perhajrs, the French revolutionists com- 
menced their system of piratical warfare, 
even ujM>n their best friends. The first 
public act of this sort was their celebrated 
decree of the Oth of May, ] 703. By that 
decree their public vessels were directed 
" to capture all neutral vessels loaded in 
whole or in part with merchandises be- 
longing to enemies, or with provisions he- 
longing to neutrals, bound to enemies 
ports." fit does not say invested or in a 
elate of blockade.] This decree was re- 
pealed in part, at the instance of Mr. 
Morris our minister then there, by another 
decree of the 23d of the same month; which 
repealing decree declared 44 that the one 
of the 0th, should not extend to Ameri- 
can vessels." This last decree was regal- 
ed two days after it was passed, which 
left the first again in full force against our 
commerce. But on the first of July af- 
ter, the national convention again decreed 
at the instance of our minister, 44 that Ihe 
decree of the Oth of May preceding, 
should not extend to our vessels " But on 
the 27th of the same month, the decree of 
the first was reeled, and the one of the 
0th of May 1703 left again in full force 
against our commerce, until the- 4th of 
January, 1705. 

This is Ihe true and exact, though con- 
cise history of the first of the public acts 
ol France, to destroy the commercial 
prosperity of Great-Britain, even through 
the wounded, ami bleeding sides of her 
best friends; according to Emm. Pastoret't 
motion of order in the council of five hun- 
dred, and their full practice under those 
acts. By virtue of these 'decrees and 
their pretended, though complicated and 
perplexed repeals, together with the ce- 
lebrated and well remembered embargo 
of Bordeaux, [which favourite embargo 
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system has been since accordingly else- 
where, made so cons ucuous a jmrt of 
their plan] were taken as prizes and de- 
tained in French ports, three hundred of 
our vessels iu the years 1703 and 1704. 
This conduct of Prance produced a course 
of retaliation on the part of Great-Britain. 
On the 8th of June 1 793, one month af- 
ter the first French decree, the British 
passed their first order in council : tear- 
ing instructions to their public vessels on 
the subject of corn meal ; thus limiting 
the objects of retaliation, even in refer- 
ence to that decree, to the subject of pro- 
visions. Nevertheless, this limited course 
of retaliation even, had nearly produced 
n war between this country and that. 
Tiijs was the end, there is no doubt, to 
which France always wished to tiring us. 
This, was the object towards which her 
partisans here were always working. 
Hence the celebrated reswrt of our then 
secretary of state [ VIr. Jefferson] on the 
■u ! »ject of foreign coins, Arc. Hence the 
still more celebrated commercial resolu- 
tions, called Madison's resolutions, which 
grew out of that report. Hence the in- 
supportable mortification at their failure. 
Hence the inveterate hatred and clamour 
against Jay's treaty, which settled all our 
di Terences with England, and frustrated 
and defeated this dee|>-laid and long-de- 
sicrned French plot to involve this coun- 
try in her war with that. Although the 
right of one free nation to enter into a 
treaty with another, was never denied be- 
fore, yet it seemed to be implied by the re- 
sentment of France and her friends here, 
that we had done, what in reality we had 
no right to do. "She determined" (in 
consequence of our engaging Great-Bri- 
tain by that treaty to pay us for all depre- 
dations she might thereafter commit upon 
us, with a reasonable mercantile profit, 
to treat all neutrals as they suffered 
themselves to be treated by other Itellige- 
rant powers;'* and in consequence, with 
her then ally S|»ain, went on tr plunder us 
to an immense amount, without the sha- 
dow of pretence or the slightest promise, 
on their part, to make restitution or com- 
pensation of any sort whatever. It was 
part of her revolutionary system. 

No wonder then that the treaty between 
America and Great- Britian, which placed 
the depredations committed by these two 
nations on such diTerent and conspicuous 
ground ; should be so o'yect'onible to 
France. We wander that France at the 



retirement of Washington from the head 
of the Amerieau government, who had 
entered into that treaty, should have 
taken so decided and interested a {tart ia 
the election . of his successor. Du Pont 
De Nemours, a leading member in the 
council of ancients, declared ** that, if 
Mr. Jefferson was elected president of the 
United States, they would be devoted to 
France." He was not elected. Mr. 
Adams was elected at that time. Our re- 
lations with France grew evidently worse 
and worse from then; until we were on 
the very brink of a war with her. She 
even insulted us with the demand of a 
tribute, as a preliminary price for negotia- 
tions; on which Mr. Adams most passion- 
ately declared, he would hold no further 
communications with her councils until 
he received the submission of the mo*i 
ample concessions. Nevertheless, (the 
election of president again very f ist ap- 
proaching) Mr. Adam's resentmeut cool- 
ed a little, and his temper became a little 
more pliant ami accommodating, he sent 
other commissioners to treat, without re- 
ceiving the concessions just before declar- 
ed to be previously and most essentially 
necessary. Under this negotiation a con- 
vention was formed between this country 
and France early in the year 1800, or 
thereabouts, in which France bound her- 
self to respect our rights. Through this 
treaty or convention, however, made by 
a president so un}K>puTur, as to be styled 
the partisan of England and monarchy ; 
France soon found as easy and safe* a 
breach and opening to her former and fa- 
vourite* projects, as her real partisans did 
here to their darling objects, through the 
weakness, the passions and temporizing 
tergiversations of the same president. Mr. 
Jefferson was chosen president at the 
next election, and all the paraphernalia of 
his motherly bounty in other offices be- 
stowed. 

Whether there was any participation on 
the part of France in this election ; whe- 
ther the same sentiment prevailed there 
then, that did at the time of the celebrat- 
ed declaration of Du Pont dr Nemours re- 
specting it ; it is now a matter of wonder- 
ful contemplation and vast surprise, that 
there should have been such a perfect 
coincidence between that and certain si- 
milar events there, almost exactly at the 
same time : that the usurpations, the pro- 
irress, the tyranny ani devastations of Bo- 
1 naparte; and the rise, the strides, the fol- 
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lies and lire vices of the American demo- 
cratic dynasly, should have kept such ex- 
act and equal pace villi each other: Bo- 
naparte caused himself to be elected first 
consul in France (if my memory serves 
me right) in the year 1300. Thomas Jef- 
ferson was elected to the presidency of 



ninnbircd nnd acknowledged uo;v as the 
exact counterparts to Bonaparte's iiever- 
to-be-forjrolten system in France ! How 
this closely connected and united system 
commenced, proere&aetl and acted together 
throughout the whole of its mimilia nnd 



after parts; how it lias already ali'cctcd 
the United Stales in the autumn of the j here ; and what is likely to he the tilli- 
sameycar! Bonaparte, soon after this first j mate consequences in this country as well 
Irigh and magisterial promotion, caused 
l*;c registers to he opened, and himself 
elected emperor for life. In a little time 
lifter, through the immediate process or tended to he submitted to the sober, and, 
medium of the same self-creating power, I trust, at length returning g«>od sense of 
lie was proclaimed emperor of France and the America n people, under the four dif- 
liing of Italy, him nnd his heirs forever ! \fcri nl lua<L\, laid down in my preceding 
Soon after the elevation of Thomas Jcf- 1 number. Mv several next shall show,. 



as in France; I mean to make appear, 
most clearly and distinctly, in the course 
of a series of facts and observations in- 



ferson to the presidency, his adherents in 
congress, (the only persons prohibited by 
the American constitution from being the 
immediate electors of a pn sident,) through 
the controliug and al solute medium of a 
few, assembled in secrecy, in a conspira- 
cy-plotting group, called a caucus; arrett- 
ed as completely as Bonaparte did. from 
the great bulk ami fair and uncont ruled 
majority of the people, all the real, the so- 
lid and essentia! rights of a fair, a free, a 
full and public selection and election in 
that important office ! Bonaparte, in the 
first stages of his elevation, made the most 
extravagant, though hypocritical profes- 
sions of regard, and promises of preserva- 
tion and protection, of the rights, the in- 
tern!?, the happiness and lives of all the 



" the miserable sources of partial submis- 
sion and resentment, from whence all oar 
wretched, degraded and alarming situa- 
tion has arisen" DECHJS. 



EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 

3Wtre\l, Julv 30- 
Head quarters— Camp at Chatty, July 2, 1814. 

General order. — Several officers of this 
army, having recently returned from the Fai- 
led States where they had been held in close 
confinement as hostages, and having on their 
release signed a conditional parole, containing 
a pledge on their part, to return to captivity, 
at the expiration of a limited period, antes* 
previously exchanged : His excellency the 
governor and commander in chief or the forces, 
considering such parole to he inconsistent with 



French people. He soon after, however, the provisions of a convention for the ex- 
begun the most tremendous system of ter- 1 change of prisoners which was entered ioto 

by persons duly einjxwrred for that purpose, 
by the government of the United States and 
his excellency, respectively, and has already 
been carried into complete execution on his 
part, and has also been in part executed by 
the American government — i< pleased to de- 
clare, that all those officers, whether of the 
line, or militia, are absolved from their pa- 
role, under and by virtue of the befnrcmen- 
turned convention; that they are released, 
and free to serve as if they hail never been 
prisoners of war; and are all and severally 
included in the general order of the 16th of 
April, directing all prisoners of war, after the 
15th of May, to repair to their respective 
corps and stations, ami to resume their milita- 
ry duties. 

To destroy any doubts which may by possi- 
bility be entertained with regard to the com- 
plete exeention of the convention abovemen- 
tioncd ; to satisfy the nice and scrupulous 
sensibility with which a British soldier must 
•ver examine an act professing to release him 
from an obligation in which his honour is im- 



r, proscription, murder, robbery and as 
sassination, of all who had stood in the 
way of his promotion, or were supposed 
not sufficiently humble and obsequious to 
his nod; or who like the virtuous, the 
brave and meritorious J/Emr/uVn, he fear- 
efcl for those qualities he never expected 
to extinguish l>y the superior value or lu- 
stre of his own ! The inaugural speech of 
Thomas Jefferson, and his after address 
to the selectmen of Salem; his division 
of the American people into " political 
sects;" his total proscription nod destruc- 
tion of one of those M sects" as far as he 
was able; his persecution of all who had 
atood in the way of his elevation, and did 
not bow with implicit acknowledgements 
and adulations to his superior worth ; his j 
pitiful advantage exercised in his popular 
denunciation of the chief justice, a man 
i-.s far his superior in real worth as IVEn- 

~hk-:i was of Bonaparte; all most be re- plicated and" pledged, and to remove everjr 
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apprehension from the minds of those who 
may come within the scope of the present 
general order. hi* excellency is pleased to au- 
thorize the communication to the army tinder 
his command, of the principal circumstances 
attending tlje comineucemcnt, progress and 
final conclusion of the convention to which 
allusion has ahove been made. 

At the solicitation of the government of the 
United States conveyed in a letter from their 
secretary of state of the 9th of March, and 
Hot less induced hy hi< anxious desire to alle- 
viate the unnecessary severity which the sys- 
tem of retaliation had introduced into the 
conduct of this war. the commamlcr of the 
forces did not hesitate in acceding to a pro- 
posal which seemed to promise the attain- 
ment of an object so desirable. !u that spi- 
rit and with that view, his excellency consent- 
ed to the exchange of Brigadier General Win- 
der, (a hostage,) in consequence of that officer 
Laving been selected by the president of the 
United States an agent, vested with full pow- 
ers to negotiate for an exchange of prisoners 
of war, as well hostages as others. His ex- 
ec. lency was also pleased to nominate Colonel 
}$ayncs. as an agent vested with similar pow- 
ers, on the part of the British army, 

Tiie negotiation commenced under the most [ last proposed by Brigadier Gcueral W inder, 
favourable auspices. The basis and conditions was re-commenced, and the conditions being 
of the convention being left to the discretion arranged, a convention was concluded on the 
of the two officers above mentioned, it was j 15th April last, and ratified by the contract- 
ing parties. 

It is under this convention, so begun, and 
so ratified, and carried into effect, according 
to the tenor of it, with promptitude and good 
faith on the part of the commander of the 
forees, and to which no objection has been 
specified by the American government, in 
any of the communications to his excellency 
since the conclusion of it, but, which ouihe. 
contrary, must have been accepted, since it 
has been in part executed by that government, 
that his excellency the commander of the 
forees, has been pleased thus publicly to ab- 
solve all the officers, and otliers, who have 
recently returned from the United States, 
from a parole which his excellency conceives 
to be inconsistent with the terms of that 



The introduction of this new pretention oi) 
the part of the government of the United 
States, had arrested the progress of the nego- 
tiation, when a note from Brigadier General 
Winder, (Xo. 3,) was acceded to by Colonel 
Bayues as the basis of a convention, (Xo. 4.) 

To ascertain the existence of the (tower of 
final ratification on the part of Brigadier Ge- 
neral Winder, the commander of the forces 
was pleased to direct Colonel Bayucs to ad- 
dress to that officer the note, (No. 5.) and al- 
though the answer of Brigadier General Win- 
der, as contained in note (Xo. 6,) did not com- 
pletely accord with the spirit of candour pro- 
fessed by him. and manifested by his excel- 
lency, nevertheless the fair construction of it 
was such as to carry to his mind that convic- 
tion which it must impress on every honom- 
able man, who peruses it, that .Brigadier Ge- 
neral Winder possessed the power of finally ra- 
tifying any new agreement for the exchange 
of prisoners into which be might think proper 
to enter. 

Under this impression, the commander of 
the forces was pleased to declare his assent to 
tlte immediate release and exchange of Briga- 
dier General Wiuder; the negotiation for the 
exchange of prisoners on the contracted basis 



agreed, that all prisoners of war, hostages or 
others, (with the sole exception of the Bri- 
tish subjects taken from the ranks of the ene- 
my, and sent to England for legal trial.) should 
be released in conformity to the regulations 
of the cartel. General Winder pledging him- 
self that the government entertained the most 
liberal sentiments and that the great dispa- 
rity of prisoners both with respect to rank 
and numbers, which the United States would 
receive, and for which they had no equivalent 
to return, should be withheld from service, on 
parole, until duly exchanged. 

This agreement was on the point of being 
ratified, when a despatch from the American 
secretary of state, dated Washington, the 
82d of March, was received by Brigadier Ge- 



' ral Winder, and was verbally represented by » convention, and which he considers to have 



him to convey a positive prohibition to his 
consenting to the release of the 23 British sol- 
diers held in confinement as hostages for the 
British subjects sent to England for trial, mi- 
les- it was stipulated that they also should be 
released, and sent to the United States. 

This proposition was instantly answered by 
a note informing Brigadier General Winder, 
thai as a new basis had been substituted by 
the secretary of state, inadmissible in princi- 
ple, the negotiation was in consequence at an 
end. and that his partial exchange as a preli- 
minary measure, was also void, and of no ef- 
Jk" ' ax emanating from an art which had, 
from the conduct of the proposing party, be- 
a wiHity. 



been exacted by persons, ignorant of its 
isleuce or misconceiving it* conditions. 
By his excellency's commaud, 

EDWARD BiYNES, Adjt.Cen. 

Xorth America. 



NO. 1. 

Montreal, April 10— Colonel Baylies has 
communicated to his excellency the com- 
mander or the forces, the purport and exteut 
of the alterations explaiued by Brig. Gen. 
Winder to exist between the instructions of 
tlte 19th of March, addressed to him by the 
Secretary of State, and those of the 22d of 
the same month received yesterday, and that 
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the omission of the nunc hi tbe first copy was 
owing to error in transcribing it. 

Hi* excellency, however, on reference to 
the letter of the secretary of state of the 
10th March addressed to him, as it is stated 
** with the view and in the sincere desire to 
restore to the mildest practice of civilised 
nations the treatment of prisoners on both 
Rides" and authorizing Brig. Gen. Winder on 
tbe part of the United States' government, to 
conclude an arrangement which may embrace 
the exchange, as well of those held as hostages, 
Us of other prisoners ; and his excellency 
learning from that officer, that his instructions 
fully comported with the unqualified tenor of 
the proposal matte in the secretary of state's 
letter to him, did not hesitate a moment in 
acceding to the other arrangements (herein 
suggested, and was prepared to waive just 
grounds which he conceived he had of com- 
plaint agaiust the government of the United 
States, on the subject of the exchange of pri- 
soners of war, in hopes of promoting an ar- 
rangement so desirable for the cause of hu- 
manity and the honour of both nations ; and 
he is much disappointed to find his hopes frus- 
trated by the introduction, at this period of 
tbe negotiation, of a claim so totally inadmis- 
sible, that had the secretary of state's letter 
borne the most distant allusion to it. hU ex- 
cellency would have felt himself, as lie now 
does, prohibited from proceeding any further 
on tbe subject 

The British cannot view the confinement 
of 23 soldiers as the first act of aggression ; 
for the undoubted right that every free nation 
possesses of investigating and punishing the 
crimes coramited by her own natural born 
subjects, in a due course of law, is too self- 
evident to require a comment ; nor can it by 
any distortion of sense or justice, be constru- 
ed into a just ground for an act of fair retalia- 
tion exercised on twenty-three British sol- 
diers ; the latter are characterized by their 
patriotism and loyalty, the former stigmatized 
Ibr their treason "and rebellion. 

It would be wasting time to enter into fur- 
ther discussion on this subject. Great-Bri- 
tain has successfully maintained ber national 
rights unsullied, for twenty years, against the 
whole world combined ; it is not to be suppos- 
ed, that it is in reserve for the United States 
to stop the course of justice, and to dictate 
to England what procedure she shall observe 
towards her own natural born subjects, in her 
own courts of civil judicature, arrested in ber 
•wn territories, in tbe actual commission of 
treason and rebellion. 

It is to be remarked, that as the exchange 
of prisoners of war, now proposed by the Uni- 
ted States, no longer has tbe general charac- 
ter that was at first proposed, but is specifi- 
cally to restore quota for quota, it becomes 
en this ground, incumbent on the part of the 
British Government, to demand as a prelimi- 
nary step, a detailed statement of about 3000 



prisoners of war, of which one third were of 
the United States regular service, raptured 
in Canada during the first campaign, and given 
up on good faith to the United States, wJw 
at that period had no British prisoners ; and 
as all subsequent exchanges on the part of the 
United States, have been acquitted by an 
equivalent number of prisoners simultaneously 
exchanged, it is insisted that the American 
government is bound by honour and good faith 
to make full and complete satisfaction for the 
above debt, in conformity to the fourteenth 
article of tbe cartel, l>efore she cau injustice 
relaio, or ask an equivalent for a single British 
prisoner now in ber possession ; and for this 
purjwsc, returns will be prepared not only of 
the nun* ber of prisoners remaining unexchang- 
ed in the possession of either power, but of 
those given up in good faith, by the British 
government to the United States, and for 
which no return has yet been made, or satis- 
faction offered ; and as it appears from the 
documents now transmitted, that the United 
States are adding to the number of prisoners 
placed in restraint as hostages, his excellen- 
cy is led no alternative, and is under tbe im- 
perious necessity of ordering into close con- 
finement, all the American officers remaining 
in his ijoueksion, not heretofore considered as 
hostages. ( 
If the instructions of the secretary of state 
leave to tbe discretion of Brigadier General 
Winder no latitude on the subject of the 
twenty -three. British soldiers, considered by 
i> real-Britain as the sole just origin of the 
system of retaliation, the further prosecution 
of this negotiation for an exchange of prison- 
ers must be unavailing, as bis excellency, 
alt ho' prepared to waive all minor considera- 
tions to meet the .American government on a 
fair and liberal basis, is at the same time un- 
alterably fixed in his determination not to 
compromise, in tbe slightest degree, that 
principle of justice and equity, upon which 
the measures of his government have been 
framed. 

On a former occasion. Colonel Bayncs com- 
municated to Major Melville, that if the pri- 
soners of war in Canada were not exchanged 
previous to the arrival of transports expected 
early in the spring, it would become a neces- 
sary measure to relieve the Canadas of that 
charge, and that they would be sent to Eng- 
land on the opeuing of tbe river navigation, 
the prisoners now at Montreal will be sent to 
Quebec for that purpose. 



(Signed) 



EDWARD BAYNES. 
Colonel and Adjt. Gen. 



No. IF. 



Montreal, April 10. 
Brigadier General Winder has received 
Colonel Baynes' note of this morning, and 
has read it with close and profound attention, 
not without considerable curpriM and the 
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deepest regret— surprise, heeanse it seems to 
have been expected that the discussions de- 
pending between Colonel Baynes and himself, 
were in (act to have settled and adjusted a 
priucipal question which will, no doubt, occu- 
py the congress at Gottenbnrgh— regret, lo- 
calise he Tears that the beneficial consiliences 
which would result from making exchanges, 
as tar as was practicable under the power 
held by General Winder, must be defeated, 
by persisting in the views held out by the 
note of Colonel Bayous exchanges, which 
would restore to liberty and happiness, so 
many brave and honourable men of both na- 
tions, who, may otherwise linger out a ted Ions 
protracted confinement, finally to be deter- 
mined by an inglorious death, and which, be- 
side, would leave untouched iu the fullest ex- 
tent, the pretension of Great-Britain, on the 
qncstioo from whence the system of retalia- 
tion has arisen. 

It appears to Brigadier General Winder, 
from the note of Coloucl Baynes, that he con- 
sidered an exchange mad« under the restric- 
tion in Brigadier General Winder's power, as 
an abandonment or coinpromitting the prin- 
ciple iu question by the British government. 
Surely, if this was the case, as according to 
Brigadier General Winder's conception it cer- 
tainly is net, it would have been an abandon- 
ment of it on the part of the American go- 
vernment if this restriction bad not existed iu 
the power, and would have been an extent of 
power, which, it is confidently believed, his 
excellency did not expect would be conferred 
on the occasion — nor. indeed, could it be sup- 
posed, that a power to treat relative to tho 
adjustment of this principle, would have been 
conferred upon a person in the situation, and 
under the circumstances which Brigadier 
General Winder was when he received the 
power. 

Brigadier General Winder further supposes, 
that bis excellency ha«» aud can have in the 
ordinary course of things, no power to settle 
and adjust this question, unless by special de- 
legation, and this, if known to the govern- 
ment of the Uuited States, would hive drawn 
from tbero a corres|KMideut delegation of pow- 
er with a view to its adjustment. 

But the government of the United States 
were aware that his excellency possessed, as 
incidental to bis military command, the pow- 
er of making exchanges relative to the pri- 
soners made from and by his command, which 
did not compromit the principle of the Bri- 
tish government on this point, and, therefore, 
bad in view to delegate a corresponding 
power to Brigadier General Winder, as it is 
considered they have entirely done. 

The government of the United States con- 
ceived that a relinquishment of the twenty- 
three original hostages taken by them, would 
be coinpromitting the principles on their part, 
and declined to give a power to this extent — 
tbey» en the contrary, do not ask a release ef 



the twenty-three men sent to England, be- 
cause that would be relinquishing it on the 
part of the British government. The power 
to take up this question, it is presumed, lias 
been delegated to the commissioners about to 
assemble at Gottenhorgh. 

But General Winder is at a loss to perceive, 
that because he dees not possess this power, a 
negotiation is to stop which could originally 
only have coo tern plated the exchange as far 
as could be done, without broaching the ques- 
tion. And the letter of the secretary of 
state to his excellency of the 19tb March, 
and his contemporaneous instructions to Bri- 
gadier General Winder, whMe they look to 
the larger possible exchange, yet reserve, ami 
express to do so, whole ami entire, the right 
of this system of retaliation, and he most sin- 
cerely believes his propositions of yesterday** 
date, entirely attain this object to both 
parties. 

Bri-zadier General Winder, conscious it 
would be useless to submit any ob«ervnt1om 
on the other parts of Colonel Baynes' note, 
as he believes them completely embraced in 
one of the propositions of his note of yester- 
day, entirely conformably to Colonel Bayne;,' 
wishes ; and because, possessing no other 
power, or instructions than those already com- 
municated, he supposes it more important, at 
the present moment, to obviate the objec- 
tions to proceed in the negotiation, which he' 
flatters himself the foregoing remarks will 
have a tendency to effect, and which, unless 
he can effect, would be time uselessly spent* 
as no result can flow from it. 

Brigadier General Winder submits these, 
remarks in a spirit of unreserved candour, 
and cordially, and without the loss of a mo- 
ment— mil ilatters himself, that viewed by" 
Colonel Baynes with the same spirit, they 
will be found entitled to strong and conclu- 
sive weight. 

(Sijm*d) WHXIAM WINDER, 

Brig. Geu. U. S. Army. 

ffoTm. 

Montreal, April 11th, 1814. 
Brigadier General Winder, has received 
Colonel Baynes' note of this morning, and baa. 
read it with all the attention the subject of it 
was calculated to awaken, and however much 
he regrets that he is not to be aide to accom- 
plish all that he hoped and wished, yet he is 
gratified in believing, that much may be ac- 
complished in «triet conformity with the prin- 
ciples upon which his excellency feels himself 
bound to act, as detailed in Colonel Baynes' 
note to-day, and also entirely within the pow- 
ers and instructions which Brigadier General 
Winder has received and submitted from hia 
government. Colonel Baynes' note states 
44 that the confinement of the twenty three 
Americau officers, and an equal number of 
non-commissioned officers, is considered as 
the first stage of retaliation en the part of the 
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British government, and will be persevered 
in, so 1 0115 as tbo tweuty-three Foldiers, for 
iviiicli they sue bold as hostages are kept in 
confinement, and cannot be effected by any 
exchange that does not emancipate tbc twen- 
ty-three British soldiers." 

What Brigadier General Winder proposes, 
therefore, in entire couformity to this princi- 
ple i«, that the British officers put into con* 
finerncnt, in retaliation for the confinement of 
the above forty-six American officer* and non- 
commissioned officers, Khali be released and 
exchanged to such an extent as an equivalent 
value of American officer- confined in retalia- 
tion for them, or who may 1m prisoners of 
war, other than the above forty-six, shall be 
seleascd and exchanged. 

Brigadier General Winder, in his note of 
the 9th, made his proposition as extensive as 
he was allowed, hut considered, at the same 
thin*, that if in its whole ex t cut it was ac- 
ceptable to bis excellency, be would hold 
himself ready to embrace any modification of 
it, which might be more acceptable, and 
within Brigadier General Winder's power. 

This proposition appearing to Brigadier 
General Winder to be so entirely within the 
principles contained in Colonel Bayncs* note, 
he feels the most sanguine assurance of its ac- 
ceptance, and. without incuml>ering it with 
any thing else, he hastens to submit it with- 
out delay. 

(Signed) WILLIAM WINDER. 

Brig Gen. U. S. Army. 

No. IV. 

Hcad-Qiiarien, Montreal, 
Adj. GtmraVt Office, 12/n April, 1814. 
Colonel liavnes has to acknowledge Briga- 
dier General Winder's note of the 11th in* t. 
and is commanded to acquaint him, that the 
commander of tbc forces consents to an ex- 
change of hostages, and all others prisoners of 
war. in conformity to the scale of the cartel, 
under the previously stipulated conditions re- 
cited in his note. viz. that the twenty-three 
British soldiers first confined as hostages, and 
the forty-six American officers and non-com- 
missioned officers confined as hostages, in re- 
taliation for the same, remain untouched, and 
be not included in the present purposed ex- 
change. 

It ap|>earij)g that the American government 
as ert to have placed seventy-seven British 
o.iicers in confinement as hostages, and tbc 
right to retaliate in an equal number, being 
assumed by tbc commander of the forces, it 
would be necessary to place thirty-oue Ameri- 
can officers in similar restraint, in order to 
hold seventy-seven to restore in exchange; 
but to avoid the performance of so unpleasant 
a task, it is proposed that it be taken for 
granted, that this further act of retaliation 
has \wf\\ carried into effect, and that tlie 
number of hostages on both sides, being eqnal 
in number, amounting to seventy-seven, are 



declared released a* hostages, and placed on 
the footing of ordinary prisoners of war, to 
be exchanged as such, in conformity to tho 
cartel. 

That this measure take place immediately/ 
in Quebec, and with the least possible delay 
in the Tinted States and Halifax. 

The exchange coutemplated, is to include 
every individual held as a prisoner of war coo* 
nectcd with the army of British North Ameri- 
ca, commencing from the first a«t of hostili* 
ties on either side, excepting only the twen- 
ty-three British soldiers, and the forty-six 
American officers and non-commissioned offi- 
cers to be reserved as hostages, it being fur- 
ther stipulated, that the last mentioned forty- 
six will be placed on the footing of ordinary 
prisoners of war, and exchanged as snch when- 
ever the twenty- three British soldiers are so 
released or delivered over for exchange. 

The details contained in Brigadier General 
Winder's note of the Oth inst. arc accepted 
of. as forming the outline for a mutual ar- 
rangement loir carrying this exchange into 
effect. 

(Signed) EDWARD BAYXES. 

Adjutant General, N. A. 

No. V. 
Head Quarters, MontrnU, 
Adj. Generutt Offier, 12/Jk ApriU 1814. 
Colonel Baynes has to acknowledge Briga- 
dier General Winder's note of this day, and 
is commanded to acquaint him, that the com- 
mander of the forces has no objection to the 
principle upon which his exchange is proposed 
by the secretary of state, as a preliminary 
iveasure to his entering upon the proposed 
negotiation, provided that the basis upon 
which that negotiation Is to be conducted, it 
in its principle admissible, and holds oot a 
fair and reasonable prospect of producing the 
desired end. 

His excellency considered the proposal a» 
stated in the secretary of state's letter of 10th 
.March, as coming under that description, and 
the accompanying letter of instructions of the 
same dato, comporting with the same, he did 
not hesitate to grant bis consent to the pro- 
posed exchange of Brigadier General Winder, 
as a proper preliminary measure — but a sub- 
sequent communication from the secretary of 
the United States, being received by Briga- 
dier General Winder, and represented by hint 
to have introduced into the first instructions, 
alterations, in themselves inadmissible hi 
prii»ciple, and that the same had been omit- 
ted by error in transcribing the first copy, 
and were therefore to be considered as form- 
inj the text and spirit of the proposition.— 
Toe commander of the forces considered him- 
self absolved from his assent to a document, 
which had, from the act of the proposing par- 
ty, become a nnility ; and thereby cancelling 
whatever might have emanated from it, and 
I that he was at liberty to revert to tiie altec- 
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tuiive suggested In the secretary of state's 
first letter, and reject the proposal in Into. 

Colonel Bayn.^; is directed to inform Briga- 
dier General Winder, that it is not his excel- 
lency's intention to sanction any partial t\x- 
ebans;e, except for the express purpose stated 
in the secretary of state's letter, with which 
he thinks it highly expedient and proper to 
comply, hut he must require from that officer 
a most direct and nnequi vocal assurance, that 
he is autkorisci to treat and rat\fy, without 
reservation on the part of his government, a 
negotiation on the principles stated in Colonel 
Baylies' not»* of the 11th and 12th. and in 
General Winder's note of the 11th inst. — iti 
which case his exchange will he declared foil 
and complete. 

Brigadier General Winder will excuse this 
demand, which has become necessary, from 
the doubts which he has himself created, as 
to the nature and extent of the restrictions 
recently placed upon him bv his «rorermnent. 

(Signed) KflWARU BAY.VES, 

Adjutant General, N". A. 


No. VI. 
MOiXTRKAi.* April 13, 1811. 
Brigadier General Winder vcrv mudl re- 
frets that ho should have failed in communi- 
cating to Colonel Baynes, in the last inter- 
View, the extent of the powers communicated 
to him, with the requisite precision. 

It was tho intention of Brigadier General 
Winder, lo have stated that his powers ex- 
tended, without restriction, to propose and 
agree to an exchange of all British prisoners 
of war takon from the command of Sir George 
Prevost, except the twenty-three men put 
into confinement in retaliation for the twenty- 
three men sent to England, to which extent 
he now assures Colonel Baynes his powers ex- 
tend, embracing all the subjects contained iu 
Colonel Bayues' notes of the 11th ami 12th, 
and Brigadier General Winder's of the 11th. 

A« it was not the intention of Brigadier 
General Winder, that his excellency should 
have the least question as to the extent of 
bis powers, be cannot but feel mortified, that 
an idea should have been entertained for a 
moment that ho intended to render them in 
the least degree doubtful, and he trusts this 
avowal will remove all such impressions, and 
enable Col. Bavnes and himself, upon the 
adjustment of Brigadier General Winder's 
exchange, to proceed without delay to the 
arrangement. 

(Signed) WILLIAM WINDER. 

Brig. Gen. U. S. Army. 
i. ■ iM-re a 

DUTCH CONSTITUTION. 

I 

Waft of a futulantaital law for the govern- 
ment of the I*»v Coitntrus. " 

Continued f, < om page 21 G. 
26. If in such a rase. the hTciWarv 



prince is of age, he is regent of right If 
he is yet a minor, in this case and in (he 
others specified in articles 11 and 21, the 
supremo authority is eternised by the 
council of state, composed as is mention- 
ed in article 25, until provision is made 
by the states general. 

27. The sovereign prince not having 
conceded with the slates general, any of 
the arrangements mentioned ia articles 9, 
20, and 23, the state?; general declare so- 
lemnly what case exists, and proceed to 
m ike provision for it, in conformity to the 
basis laid down above. 

23. On«?sumin*g 1he government, the 
sovereign prince ta!;e3 the following oath, 
in the assembly of the states general : 

" I swear to preserve and support first 
ami above all Hie fundament.*! Utvvof tlw» 
United Provinces of the Low Countries 
and farther to protect with all my power 
the independence of the stale, tho liiiertv 
and happiness of its inhubUanls. .So Iteip 
mtGofc 

29. After the administering of this oath 
the inauguration of the sovereign prince 
is performed by the states general, by 
means of the solemn declaration which 
follows : 

" We swear that in virtue of the fund> 
mental law of this state, we inaugurate 
ami receive you as the sovereign prince of 
thcl/nitetl Provinces of the Low Countries. 
We will preserve and support your sove- 
reign rights. We will be faithful in the 
defence of your person and state, and we 
will acquit ourselves besides of all that a 
good and faithful states general ought and 
are bound to do. So Itefp us Uorf." 

30. The administering of the oaths to 
the sovereign prince and his inauguration 
by the slates general, shall take place in 
the town of Amsterdam, as the capital of 
the country. 

31. After the taking of the oath, and 

this Inauguration rhall have been publish- 
ed to the states oi the province*, these siull 
render him homage in the following man- 
ner : 

" We swear lo remain always attached 
and faithful to you the legitimate sove- 
reign prince of the I'nited Provinces of 
the Low Countries, in the defence of your 
per -on and ^ate; to obey, conformably 
to the obli.xaSiou< ini msedupon us by the 
fundamental law, tho orders which slid! 
be given us by you, or in your Iwhnlf: nm! 
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besides to aid and second yon a* your ser | the fleet and armies. He appoints all the 
vants and counsellors in the execution 01 j military officers, grants their commissions, 
tliem, anil to do every thing which faith J jr dismisses them, as ia necesaary. 
All subjects are holden and tiound to, to- 1 40. The sovereign prince has the 
wards their sovereign prince. So help u I >reme direction of the finances of the 
God." j -<ta1e. He regulates all the salaries of the 

32. The sovereign prince exercise8 al. J alleges and functionaries, which are ,i iid 
acta of the aovereign dignity, after bavin, from the public treasury, and includes them 
offered his measures to the deliberation < j n the rcjiort of the expeuses of the sf tte. 
the council of state. He decides alon< 41. The sovereign prince haa the rii;ht 
and gives every time to the council of stai J »f coining money anil the supreme direc- 



ion of it. He m iy have coins struck 
•earing hi* likeness. 

42. The sovereign prince confers titles 
tf nobility. Every individual raised to 
he rank of nobility hy him exhibits the 
roof of it to the states of his province. 



notice of the resolution which he h.. 
taken. At the head of his orders is pti 
"The Sovereign Prince of the United Pro- 
vinces of the Low Countries. The couna 
of state having heard? <frc. 

The members of the council are elected. , 
as far as possible, from all the provinces and enjoys immediately all the preroga- 
T he aovereign names them to the mini x mes !>elouging to it, namely a right to be 
of twelve or more, and may diamisa them nrolled in the equestrian corpa, always 
at pleasure, if he conceives it necessary . erforming the conditions required in that 
he establisheaa aecretary ofatate, vice- c i sc. 
president of the council of state. 43. The sovereign prince wishing to 

33. The hereditary prince is of right a establish an order of knighthood, presents 
member of the council of state, and takes 'o the atatea general a draft of a law on 
bis aeat in it when he ia eighteen years ol the subject. 

age. It ia at the option of the sovereign 44. Foreign ordera, which impose no 
prince to grant a aeat to the princes of his obligation, may be accepted by the sove- 
family. The number of ordinary mcuit»ers reign prince, and the princes of the house, 
admits of no alteration. MV it hoot the sjiecial permission of the 

34. The sovereign prince, if he sees fit, sovereign prince, his subjects cannot 
names extraordinary counsellors of stat» cepl any foreign order, 
without aalary, and of a number equal to 45. It is likewise necessary for accept- 
the ordinary counsellors. He calls them M'»g foreign titles, dignities, and employ- 
to his council, or conaults them without ments, to obtain a apecial permission from 
his council, as he sees fit. the sovereign prince ; it is not permitted 

35 The sovereign prince establishes- 1 hereafter to any subject of the sov 
ministerial departments names the head* I rince to accept any foreign order of no- 
of them, and dismisses them according t- J ">ility. 

his pleasure He calls, if he judges it ne- 1 46. The sovereign prince has the right 
-cessary, one or more of them to assist at th» f proposing to the atatea general, draughts 
deliherationa of the council of atate. ,f laws, and other ordera, aa well as to ap- 

He may, besides, institute a council oi J •♦rove, or not, those which the states gen 
commerce, and the colonies. J "1*1 present to him. His approbation is 

36. To the sovereign prince helonc | *x pressed in this manner— ** The sovcrciern 

rince consents to the proposition." If he 
•links that he cannot approve of the prop- 
osition, he notifies it in the following 
f >nn — M Th< so-errim prince reserves Ua 
proposition mad for deliberation." 

47. The sovereign prince promulgates 
he laws in the form following — ** We, 

prince of the 



exclusively the supreme direction of tin 
colonies and possessions of the atate, in 
other parts of the world. 

37. The sovereign prince declares wa 
and makes peace. He gives notice of it t< i 
the states general. 

38. On him alone, except that he mus. 
give notice of it to the states general, e 
conferred the right of ratifying all treatie? 
and conventions. To him, of consequence 
belong the direction of foreign relations, a« 
well as the appointment and recalling ot 

and consuls. 



39. The sovereign prince dispones ut 



, sovereign 

'nited Provinces of the Low Countries, 
; nving heard the council of state, mnke 
known to all who shall see or hear these 
•resents, greeting : Having considered 
I that, &c. [here the moth es are inserted.] 
Joke 
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TO TBS U0ITOR Of THE EXAMINER. 

Sir — The first Wow in a battle, and 
the last word in an argument, are, I have 

been tokl, of wonderful avail. The first | practice of his own country. Nay, sir, 
1 shall not seek, and freely leave the other [ I content that the editor of thu Even- 



this, or any other gentleman may sun* 
pose or choose to represent me, 1 continue 
to hold the opinion I exprest, notwith- 
standing what AJr. Vattel has said on that, 
and on another British claim; although 
(irotiu? supported the same doctrine long 
before Vattel, and although Mr. Hume 
seems to favour their argument against the 



•with the editor of the Evening Post ; as- 
suring him that I am not out of humour, 
to use his own term, nettled at any 



iug Post believe, if he can, and publish, 
if he please, that I shrink from the con- 
test, writhing under the weight of his wit, 



thin; he said before, or any thing he has' &nu< s:, . v nothing more, because I have 



now said. The world is w ide enough for 
us both. Neither the insinuation con- 
veyed by describing the merchants tit. ' 
John's ae my clients, nor his sensibility at 
what he has thought fit to call the haugh- 
ty demeanor of offended pride, do in any 
wise ruffle my temper. If he is satisfied 
Twth these things, and others of the same 
aort, I shall not attempt to disturb his 
complacent emotions. Perhaps, when he 
fin: I© Utal insinuation in his otvn paper, he 
Will perc ei\ e that I had reason to decliue 
a discussion, on which men, less liberal 
tfuin he, might ground a charge of sup- 
porting the British claim?, or lowering 
the topsail of our independence to the 
liriiUh flag. 

So, too, when he puts me, according to 
his notion, at variance with myself, in 
that I assert what I will not advocate, the 
triumph shall be all his own , and so 
shall be the advantage, if any, in adjust- 
ing a point of national law. I thiuk I 
may venture to form, and presume to 
bold, an opinion on questions of a public 
si a tore ; and if there he, who cannot per- 
ceive -the difference between expressing 
an opinion and making an argument, 
more fb the pity. I am sorry for them 



nothing more to say. 

One thing, however, I moat notice. 
Not because it relates to the question, 
(for that I will not discuss.) but for a rea- 
son purely personal. He says, " the opi- 
nion I had advanced, was, t ;i right to 
fish on the Grand Bank did Lot belong to 
us, by the laws of nations, in common 
with Great-Britain and the rest of the 
world, as he had ventured, without con- 
Hitting me, to believe and assert.*' A 
conclusion, which I am sure was not 
meant, might unwarily be drawn from 
this phrase. Persons, not well informed, 
might suppose the editor of the Evening 
Post was in the habit of consulting me. 
Wherefore, not wishing to be decked in 
borrowed plumes, it becomes me to say 
that I have not the honour to L*«<m .suited 
>y that gentleman. 1 read !u» r -per, like 
the rest of his subscribers, and frequently 
meet with editorial, as well as other arti- 
cles, of which I approve, and which I 
then applaud. Sometimes, and don dless 
the misfortune is mine, I cannot assent to 
his doctrine. In such case it would be 
unlucky that I should be consulted, for it 
would deprive the public of instruction 
of* which is more probaMe, expose ray 



Art much at variance with myself as imbecility. For instance : that paper 
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h;. s, for many months, given us the weight 
of his authority to expect, not only a 
speedy, but an honourable peace, contain* 
ing, among oilier things, to soothe the 
pride i our administration, a reservation 
to the parlies of (heir respective rights, so 
as to leave open the old ground for a new 
quarrel. It has been my lot, sir, to form 
different notions. It is, nevertheless, my 
sincere wish, that time and experience, 
justifying what is contained in the Even- 
in* Post, may prove the much applauded 
measures of the moment, for defence, to 
be an uselres waste of labour and money. 

l)o not ask w hat my notions are. Tt 
is fk no consequence to know what> passes 
fn the mind of one estranged from the 
conduct of public affairs, whose opinions 
are of such little estimation, that while 
yon have the goodness, Mr. Examiner, 
to give them a place in your paper, you 
feel it a daty to declare ycur dissent. I 
must, therefore, even content myself with 
• the consolation of other dull writers, and 
appeal, to time for the truth of my reflec- 
tions, while remaining on the stage of 
life a mere OBSERVER. 



EXTRACTS 
From the aildrcss delivered on the 4lh of Ju- 
ly y I&l 4, brferc the convention of the 

friends of peace of New- Jersey, by 
Lucius HoitATio Stockton, Esq. 

While the nations of Europe are re- 
joicing in that universal peace, which, 
overspreading Ckeir continent, affords a 
fair prospect ef restoring for a season the 
halcyon days of the eolden age — While 
sitting under their own vines and fig-trees, 
without any to make them afraid, they 
are pouring forth songs of praise to the 



of the wisest and beat men of our coun- 
try — against the clearest demonstration 
of what was required by an attention to* 
the public interest, against the avowed 
and acknowledged sentiments of a very 
large majority of the most |K>pulous and, 
military sections of the United States, 
and against the obvious dictates of com- 
mon prudence and common sense. The 
progress of this disastrous contest has 
been precisely such as was reasonably to 
be expected from the circumstances un- 
der which* it was commenced. It has 
been lamentably designated by the fulfil- 
ment of every evil which its oppose** 
predicted, and by the complete disap- 
pointment of the hopes (if any such. were 
really indulged) of those who anticipated 
any pttflic benefits to flow from it. For 
my own part I am Irold to say, and that 
not without a considerable degree of re- 
flection ami research, that the history o( 
nochilir.ed nation under the canopy of 
heaven, affords a precedent which assimi- 
lates with the folly and madness with 
which our military aifairs arc conducted. 

In open hostilities commenced in our 
own time, and by our own act, against 
one of the most powerful uations of Eu- 
rope, which exclusively commands the 
high seas with more than a thousand ships 
of war, with our exposed seaboard of 
alK>ut two thousand miles in extent, easily 
accessible, containing a population per- 
haps of two million of our most commer- 
cial neonle, inhabiting more than five 
hundred rich towns, with very incompe- 
tent fortifications, a. brave and thinly scat- 
tered militia, but totally inexperienced in 
| the art of war, and almost altogether un- 
provided with arms or military munitions, 
do we see our infatuated cabinet, untaught 
by experience, and unconvinced by proof, 
year after year, continually tran«i»orting 
our regular troops to the northern frontier,, 
where they are occasionally provoking 
the enemy by tem|K»rary incursions of 
marauding warfare, iu which fire and 



{iod of their deliverance, may 1 solicit i sword is carried for a season into theii 
yum indulgence while ] contrast their colonies, but which, notwithstanding the 



h^pmrss with our present situation and 
prospects. And these in comparison 
-with what they might easily have heen, 
had. wiser counsels prevailed among our 
rulere, afford to the patriotic American 
the most painful and humiliating conside- 

kci*>nno 



rulions. 

This impolitic war wa3 ori^innllv de 



vaunting threats of the war men, the his- 
tory of the last, as well as the present con- 
test, nroves us to be utterly incapable of 
holding by permanent conquest. 

A man of common sense, or indeed* 
one who is not bereft of his reason, caa 



immediately see, that if the men who 
p ! u, Hi , | administer the affairs of this ill-fated coun- 

Hared a^mst the united remonstrances try were intent on bringing the mostde- 
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Vaatating calamities of war upoQ those 
who inhabit the Important parts of (he 
country exposed to the ravages of the foe, 
(! do not say they are so intent) they 
could not have adopted a plan to effect it 
mora certain than the aataral operation of 
their favourite system. In consequence 
Of it, if • turn our eyes to the Buffering 
sea coast, we see a small number of Uri- 
tish vessels, with a few hundred men, 
spreading alarm; burning and devastation, 
through tiif whole maritime districts of 
New-England, storming our forts, harass- 
ing or leading captive our scattered peo- 
ple, burning and plundering our ships 
and other pro[>erty, destroying all the 
accustomed employments of the people, 
by filling the whole country with terror 
and Confusion. 

To the south, we may behold a few 
ships of the enemy, sending their barges 
with about eight hundred men, ranging 
through the towns, plantations and ware- 
bouses at their pleasure, until they ap- 
proach within a few miles of our capital, 
and finally destroying or bearing off in 
triumph, to the amount in value of nearly 
a million of dollars, one of the staple com- 
modities of the country, from the afflicted 
inhabitants, who are crying in vain to go- 
vernment for assistance and defence. In 
the mean time, the men of our famous ad- 
ministration, who, previous to their elec- 
tion, have so often sounded their pretend- 
ed love of the people, are folding their 
hands, enjoying the splendid luxuries of 
life on their liberal salaries, and refusing 
to the wretched inhabitants the protection 
of a single brigade of the regular troops 
which have been raised in their own 
neighbourhood, and content themselves 
with giving the watch-word to their tools, 
to reiterate the childish clamour against 
the cniH warfare of tfw British, as if it 
were very extraordinary that a certain 
cause of their own creation should produce 
its natural effect. 

From the unpopularity of the war in the 
most populous states, or the peculiar state 
Of our society so unfavourable to raisin.: 
an army by voluntary enlistments, from 
(he pacific habits of our people, without 
military discipline or experience, the to- 
tal want of all previous preparation or 
collection of military munitions, of all 
which difficulties our cabinet was origi- 
nally forewarned in the most distinct 
m inner by many of the friends of peace, 
nrri 'notwithstanding the uu<»recedented 



bounty of a hundred ami twenty-four 
dollars to each man, they are unable to> 
raise more than the mew skeleton of an 
army. Of that wretched aggregate 
which has the name of an army, I ant 
authorized by an authentic document to 
say, that there were lately one thousand 
deserters who had escaped, after having 
received the bounty. Although without 
the ability to concentrate more than seven 
or eight thousand regular troops at any 
one point, and probably at uo one time 
with fifteen thousand effective regulars 
really enlisted, for the %realerf%rt of tfie 
mm; they have had under pay a host of 
supernumerary officers, adequate to an ar- 
my of more thanji/ify thousand men f eating 
out our substance, some of whom in many 
parts of the country, are oppressing ami 
dragooning our defenceless citizens. The 
few really able officers in our service, 
they have mostly kept in inferior stations, 
and the government of our armies chiefly 
committed to a series of unskilful, cow- 
ardly, treacherous or enervated dotards, 
proceeding from Hull to Dearborne, Win- 
chester, Smythe, Wilkinson, Ham don and 
M'Clure, until having lost fifteen or twen- 
ty thousand of our best troops by disease, 
captivity and the sword, sacrificed army 
alter army, and by the most shameful pro- 
digality and favouritism, by which their 
creatures, to whom they grant the public 
contracts, are rioting on the public dis- 
tresses, having contracted a debt exceed- 
ing one hundred million of dollars, lost 
part of our own territory, our whole New- 
York frontier frightfully desolated, and 
being actually put to our defence, we have 
not only been reduced to the utmost cam- 
tempt among the nations of the earth, but 
have even become a scoff and by-word of 
the very refugees of Canada and Nova 
Scotia. 

In contemplating these melancholy 
scene3, may I not in the inspired lan- 
guage of that sacred bard, whose hallow- 
ed lips when touched with holy fire, so 
mournfully sting his people's woes, ex- 
claim " Remember,0 Lord, what has come 
upon us; consider and behold our re- 
proach ; our inheritance is turned to stran- 
gers, our houses to aliens." 

Nor are our difficulties less distressing 
than various and conpiieated. The pub- 
lic exigencies arc so enormously dispro- 
portioned to our financial resources, that 
our government \h evidently at the mercy 
of a set of usurious stock-joUbera, wfte are 
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fattening on the distresses of the public 
treasury, to recruit which, frequently so 
empty as to leave every public creditor, 
not excepting our gallant seamen, for 
months in a r rear of their dues, and by 
which they are often prevented from en- 
listing men, loans are effected on the most 
miaous terms. If these proceedings be 
not speedily arrested, the nation can be 
saved from a state of bankruptcy only by 
the im|iositiou of such monstrous burdens 
on the people, as will fix a loatl on us and 
our posit n/y, tvhich will send many an ho- 
nest man in the nation supperiess to a bed 
of straw r awl convert ourselves and our off- 
spring into hewers of wood and drawers of 
nater for generations to come. 

But the government sycophants are 
continually ringing in our ears, that not- 
withstanding our hopes have been blasted 
Jtiy a very unfortunate progress of events, 
yet that the war, being properly commen- 
ced on good and sufficient groutuls, it is our 
duty to unite our exertions to bring it to a 
favourite issue. 

Let. us sjvend a few minutes in inquir- 
ing into the solidity of this pretence. And 
here we shall refresh our memory by re- 
curring to that most luminous and inte- 
resting state paper promulgated by the Ho- 
nourable George Sullivan and thirty-three 
other patriotic members of the minority of 
the house of representatives, who have im- 
mortalized their celebrated names by the 
firm, though temperate stand, which they 
made at that day of threatened |>eril and 
calamity, which immediately succeeded 
the commencement of this war. I tfke 
the present opjiortunity of saying, that in 
my opinion, the people of this country re- 
ceived more benefit from that protest than 
they ever did from any publication since 
the valedictory address of President Wash- 
ington. It certainly encouraged, ia a 
high degree, the commencement of a set 
of measures directed against the authors 
of this ruinous war; which opposition, al- 
though prosecuted under various vicissi- 
tudes, will yet, I trust, be successful to 
effect their final overthrow, than which a 
greater national benefit cannot possibly oc- 
cur. Let me, tliercfore, embody a few im- 
portant facts, brought to my recollection 
hy a recent perusal of that interesting do- 
cument The avowed pretext on which 
this war was commenced, were the orders 
in council, illegal blockades and impress- 
ment of seamen. Notwihstanding reli- 
ance on the first, as the princijwd cause, 



collateral to the others, yet It soon nppeaa- 
ed that in reality it had very little effica- 
cy in producing that disastrous measure, 
which, like the fabled box of Pandora, has 
been ever since scattering ills through our 
land. The orders i n council, which, w bet her 
originally unjustifiable, or provoked hy the 
necessity of resisting the decree of Berlin, 
and the notorious departure from neutrali- 
ty between the belligerent powers, which 
had marked 1 he conduct of our government 
and people, need not now be discussed. 
The fact is, that they had been repealed 
contemporaneously with our declariog of 
the war, of which official intelligence was 
afterwards conveyed to our executive by 
Admiral Warren, who came with- the olive 
branch of peace, and 'clothed wH)i full 
jHJwers to effect an armistice preparatory 
to negotiation. This overture, which with 
a previous one made to the same effect, 
though so adapted to the wishes and ho|ics 
of every wise and good man, and so impe- 
ratively required by the true interests of 
the country, with an infatuation which 
can never be sufficiently deplored, was re- 
jected without hesitation by our adminis- 
tration. The ostensible pretext for this 
desperate measure, was a refusal by Great- 
Britain to suspend, during the negotiation, 
the practice af impressment, though it is 
remarkable that no equal period since the 
peace of 1783, had occurred, in which 
there were so few well-grounded com- 
plaints of this grievance, as in the four 
years immediately preceding the decla- 
ration of the present war. It is equally 
remarkable, that in the arrangement made 
with the British minister, Erskine, in the 
year 180ft, not the least allusion is made 
to the subject of impressment. In reali- 
ty, this grievance has been always greatly 
exaggerated by interested partisans, who 
have inflamed the minds of our people in- 
to a high degree of irritation, hy the per- 
version of facts. The truth is, Ibid the 
British have never claimed the right to im- 
press our seamen.. This was distinctly ad- 
mitted by our government^ when Presi- 
dent Madison, then secretary of state, in 
his letter to Messrs. Pinkney and Mon- 
roe, dated 3d February, A. J). 1807, uses 
these expressions : " 1 take it for granted, 
that you have not failed to make due use 
of the arrangement concerted by Mr. King 
with Lord Hawkesbury, in the year 1802, 
for settling the question of impressment. 
On that occasion, and under that admini- 
stration, the British priuciple was fairly 
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■enounced in favour of our flag; Lord 
ilawkesbury having agreed to prohibit 
impressments on (he high seas, and Lord 
St. Vincent requiring nothing more than 
an exception of the narrow seas, an ex- 
ception reeling on the u absolute claim of 
Great-Britain to some peculiar dominion 
over them." From (his it appears (hat the 
British government agreed to renounce 
impressment on the high seas, in favour 
of the American flag, and was disposed 
to come to an arrangement of the subject. 
What then is the rightVhich the British 
do claim on this poiut? It is distinctly 
this, to seize and search for their own sea- 
men, vast numbers of whom sail under 
false or fictitious American protections, 
fouml on board our private nurciuint ships, 
a right whkh they claim and enforce on 
every other nation, and which they will 
never surrender to any in the universe. 
A British minister who should hare the 
-hardihood (o do it, would be considered 
•as having betrayed the nation by the con- 
cession of a right essential to her exist 
*«nce ns a maritime power, and would pro- 
bably answer it with his life; for it has 
been reserved for the American people to 
exhibit the singular spectacle of this de- 
lusion by which they have not merely 
«iuTered with patience the most barefaced 
prostration of their national interests by 
their own ngrnls, but of rewartkng those 
agents with their confidence and applause. 
'President Madison, in his message to con- 
gress in May 1813, expressly denies that 
Great-Britain has any such right, and 
hence -it is that a late official pa|>er pro- 
mulgated 30th April last, by the lonls of 
ihe British admiraltv, declares as to the 
dispute with (be United States, that "the 
previous question now at issue, is the 
maintenance of their maritime rights, 
which are the sure foundations of their 
glory." 

Before the insanity of the war men had 
produced the present disastrous contest, 
this had ever been considered by both go- 
vernments rather as a subject of friendly 
negotiation than as a cause of war, and in 
fact a safe and favourable accommodation 
did take place in the year 1800 between 
them, by a kind of treaty entered into 
with Great-Britain, by Messrs. Monroe 
and Pinkney on our part. This arrange- 
ment would have relieved us from the ope- 
ration of the grievances in regard to im- 
.uressment of which we complain. Mr. 
Monroe, the present secretary of state, 



though he has since been an advocate for 

war on the avowed ground of impress- 
ment, in a letter which lie wrote to Mr. 
Madison, on the 28lh February, A. D. 
1 808, on the subject, uses these words ; 
" 1 have on the contrary, always believ- 
ed, and still do believe, that the ground 
on which that interest [impressment] was 
placed by the paper of the British com- 
missioners, of the 8th November, A. D. 
1806, and the explanation which accom- 
panied it, was both oonourable and advan- 
tageous to the United States; that it con- 
tained a concession in their favour on the 
part of Great-Britain, on the great princi- 
ple in contestation, never before made by 
a formal and obligatory act of their go- 
vernment, which was highly favourable to 
our interest." Although this man could 
slate such opinions, yet since his ad.'ms- 
sion into the administration on certain 
terms, which are said to be a support of 
him on a future choice of president, by 
the prevailing party, we see him an active 
partisan in making a war on the ground 
of impressment. So pliable is the patri- 
otism of our pretending republicans ! If it 
be asked why this favourable arrangement 
was not consummated by our government, 
fellow citizens, let it never he forgotten, 
that it was because Mr. Jefferson, then 
president of the United States, labouring 
under the mania of believing the downfall 
of Great-BrUain at hand, promptly reject- 
ed it, without deigning to lay it before the 
senate, his constitutional advisers, and 
possessing a co-ordinate power in making 
treaties. 

More than two years ago, and for two 
months before this contest commenced, 
every eye was awake, and every ear open 
to the events which were passing at 
Washington ; and especially for the last 
four weeks, the measure so much dreaded 
was canvassed on every occasion in pub- 
lic and private conversation among our 
citizens. All the pretexts assigned by 
the men of blood in favour of the awful 
mischief which they meditated, were dis- 
cussed and well understood. Many pub- 
lie meetings in New-Jersey were held, in 
which the people appeared to express an 
universal sentiment adverse to the war. 
Not a solitary expression of public opinion 
could be extorted from a man in our state, 
recommending it. I can seriously de- 
clare, that in various conversations which . 
I held at that eventful crisis, with many 
hundreds of my fellow citizens, including. 
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I think, more than one hundred of those 
who profess a confidence in the present 
administration, I do not rcnumbtr one, 
who before the declaration of war, tU cidtd- 
ly eulcocatt d Qial mca.wrc. A few of tbem 
toid me, that though they doubted its ex- 
}tediency, yet confiding in government, 
they would acquiesce in its decision, 
-which, however, lliey seemed to hopt 
would not lead to immediate hostilities ; 
but a large m jority expressed their dtci- 
<Jed ^opinion against it, ami some of them 
declared in my hearing, that they con- 
sidered the rumour* attributing to our cabi- 
net an intention to declare war, as fabri- 
cated hy those who wished to destroy tin 
ftynUniiy cf tiu cuhmmstraiicn. lint 
mi rk the sequel. The infatuated delu- 
sion of the war leaders, precipitating the 
-ft.'ssage of the Rubicon, resort w as really 
made to the de*|*eratc expedient, and lo ! 
the patriots of their ranks, soon drilled to 
fall in with the destructive march, aflord 
io |K>sterily another memorable proof that 
Tv ith too many, the shackle* of party can 
only be unloosed by the hand of death. 
.Although first struck dumb with the as- 
tonishing rashnesB of an act bo little ex- 
j>ected, ami so unwelcome to many who 
feared the destruction of their party would 
«nsuc, gradually, though for some time 
more faintly justifying it, they proceeded, 
Until finally not one in fifty of them but 
what became strenuous in it* support. A 
lew honourable exceptions, among which 
the names of I<nmhcrt ami Hufty, the lat- 
ter of whom, from his youth devoted him- 
self to the service of his country, has 
Jalely, we trust, passed from works to ce- 
lestial rewards, are conspicuously pre- 
eminent. But another most interesting 
and important source of argument, strong- 
ly applies to resist the idea, that the pro- 
priety of this war can be maintained on 
■the intrinsic merits of truth and reason; 
When these fail, history shows that wick- 
ed men in every age of the world, have 
often resorted to slander, and outrage, to 
enforce on others an acquiescence, by a 
ay stem of constraint and terror. Can we 
ever forget that system of menace and 
murderous violence which immediately 
succeeded the declaration of the present 
war ? of that system of which commenc- j 
jmr in the fabrications of false accusations 
against our best citizens, aimed at the 
extinction of civil liberty, t»y the de- 
ft met ion of the freedom of steecb ami 



those constitutional privileges, winch, 
consecrated by the blood of our fathers* 
the fret men of the United States claim as 
their most precious inheritance, ** as the 
inestimable palladium of their rights, hiu! 
which are formidable only to tyrants F- 
Who among us is not alive to the remem- 
brance of the perilous vicissitudes of that 
reign of terror iu w hich the ferocious lea- 
ders of the war party universally attempt- 
ed lo intimidate the friends of peace, from 
the expression of their political senli* 
ments, hut in which diabolical attempt 
they were happily, in most of the states* 
completely foiled ? Who does not sympa- 
thize with the helpless widow and distress- 
ed orphans, at the remembrance of those 
heart-rending scenes in a neigl>ouring city, 
in which their base tools imbrued their 
wicked hands in the blood of the venera- 
ble and martyred Lingnn, while making 
bare his war worn breast, and vainly 
pleading the merit of those scars which in 
his youth he received, while fighting the 
battles of an ungrattful country, on the 
face of which his murderers yet stalk at 
large with impunity ! Sainted shade ! ac- 
cept the tribute of our grateful (ears ! If 
ci\il liberty he not an empty sound, thy 
memory shall be ever dear to the Ameri- 
can itfople, and thy name decked with e 
wreath of immortal renown, shall on the 
page of history be enrolled with those 
worthies of the world, who like thee have 
died in defence of (he liberties of then 1 
country ; with the self devoted Rtgulus» 
Marcus, Curtius ami Decii of ancient 
Rome; with Moore, Hanqiden, Sydney, 
Kussel and Gardiner of Great-Britain; 
with Warren, Montgomery, Nash, Woos- 
ler, Mercer, Campeli, Laurens, and all 
that illustrious constellation of America* 
martyrs who ottered up their precious lives 
as a sacrifice to the cause of truth. And 
ye surviving worthies and co-patriots, who 
shrunk not appalled at the sight of those 
toils ami imminent dangers which sur- 
rounded your labours in the same sacred 
cause, we thank thee,0 Father of mercies-? 
that by thy protecting providence brought 
through the fiery furnace, their lives were 
miraculously and mercifully preserved 
from the savage attack of ruffian brutality, 
and that they still live the safeguard, the 
ornament and defence of their country. 

I have attempted to show tlwt we ought 
not to support this dreadful war, by whirl 
; we have been so much scourged, under a 
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just and suffkunl grounds. I have eudea- 1 lief to the filtering nations of Eoto^e, yet 



voureil to prove, and 1 hope to your satis 
faction, that the avowed causes of it were 
not and arc not sittficicnt to ha>v warranted 
the mtasurc ; and have trictl to make it 
jdain from reasoning on the alleged pre- 
texts of its supporters, and from a review 
of many concomitant circumstances, to 
procure a conviction that it was really 
declared Ihrough some hidden motives 
which have never yet been avowed l»y Us 
authors. That they have, in a very pal- 
j»aMe in iiin: , i , 1 ritlur n-ilfulhf or iznorantly 
misapprehended the interests of the na- 
tion, is now too clear to create a doubt in 
the mind of any reasonable man. il has 
idready, though prelciidedly waged to sc- 
r urc free trade and sailors' rights, totally 
dcaJroycd our immense commerce, much 
<!< cre.!5L'd the number of our seamen, 
;i rlarrainglv increased the price of every 
necessary of lilV, and produced a jrreal 
addition of taxes, while it has much dimi- 
nished our means of paying them. It is 
also obvious, that there is not the most 
remote probability that we can obtain 
•from (ireat-Uritain bett?r.term3.than those 
on w hich she offered to adjust the disputes 
between us before we commenced the war, 
a stale if things distinctly pointed out by 
many of the opposers of the war, and par 



as Americans it behoves us to rejoice with 
trembling. To me it. ao|»ears, that our 
uleeding country, like a way 'faring and 
benighted, traveller, who allured by the de- 
lusive gleam of the ignis fatuus, has been 
brought through many windings and devi- 
ous paths to the edge of a frightful preci- 
pice, is on I !■.•"* brink of destruction — and 
it is a mortifying evidence of the dreadful 
manner in which the destiny of the Uni- 
ted States has been linked with that of 
the wretch whose overthrow has emanci- 
pated the nations of Euro;*, that prudence 
and patriotism restrains in some degree 
the inclination which we should other- 
wise have felt, in joining in the general 
rejoicing at his downfall. iJie downfall hae 
rendered his adversaries, as to human n\f 
pearances, all powerful ; and althoughwe 
may have hopeB from their magnanimity, 
yet we moit at present suspend our opi- 
nions, not knowing what miy befall us. 
That sublime orator and profound deline- 
ator of human affairs, the late Right Ho- 
nourable .Edmund i'urivf, says, u 1 will 
not rejoice to hear, that men can do what 
they please, unless I know what it pleases 
tbem to do" — a sentiment which must ne- 
cessarily affect our present feelings, in 
contemplating the state of Europe, in con- 



ticularly in that admirable address issued,' trast with that of our own country. It w 



two years ago, at a general convention of 
the friends of peace, then assembled in 
this city. But it has been Jhe fate or the 
best friends of our country, that their an- 
ticipations of evil, like those of Cassan- 
cira, have been unhappily disregarded. 
The ills with which we are threatened in 
future, are of a decree still more alarming 
than those which we have already suffer- 
ed. Hitherto our foe has been fully em- 
ployed in Europe. Now, without an ally 
in the universe, and which renders our si- 
tuation infinitely more disastrous than it 
ivas even ia the revolutionary war, when 
yte had the co-operation of France, Spain 
and Holland, we have to contend s'wgle- 
lianded against the whole force of the Bri- 
tish empire, with the whole world is ami- 
ty, and the most close alliance of every 
nation in Europe, a disposable force of 
more than one thousand ships of war, and 
above two hundred thousand disciplined 
veterans who have vanquished the best 
appointed armies ever brought into the 
field. In this situation, though as chrisr 
lians we ought to be thankful for the dis- 
pensations of God, wjiicb have brought re- 



evhlent *bat we are reduced to a crisio 
which must inevitably terminate in one 
or the other of these three distinct events ; 
it her first, £hat we shalL be compelled by 
an overwhelming force, through hard ne- 
cessity, to accept such a peace as may be 
dictated by the enemy, on disadvantage- 
ous or dishonourable terms ; or secondly, 
that refusing to accept such a peace, we 
shall he forced to wage a war of defence, 
highly sanguinary, fearfully doubtful in us 
issue, and jeopardising to our very nation- 
al existence ; or lastly, that we shall ob- 
tain a jience on reasonable terms, conced- 
ed by the generous magnanimity of the 
country against which our government Ins 
declared war, hut which we cannot, with 
the least reason, hope will be on more fa- 
vourable ground 4han that which could 
have been obtained before the war was 
commenced. ; • • 

The first of these events, every -patriot 
would deplore, and resist ai the risk of 
every thing dear. ..The se would in- 
volve the most distressing -< of car 
nage ami ruin, And the last, which al- 
though the least grjevon* if it aho«M eo 
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cur, wo 

am! utterly disgraceful to Our ruler*. 

To this awful situation have we been 
reduced by the folly or wickedness of 
those who hav* been for years filling the 
people b* prophesying smooth thin?*, and 
vaunting high sounding pretensions to 
Vul uc con{i<lenee— by men, who destroy- 
«jl the public interests, by infusing into 
the minds of the people, the most invete- 
rate prejudices against the best patriots of 

t^ZTSfZ wit^^anli ^ enter,, 

c^parlDe«ofhb pS• ^M i ^ , *««\™™ **™} ™ intm* and our filter- 
<hat party, manv cHLts^llL^i *' • .° ,ns ' rument «V which they ac 
inateid of skullfin^" , 0 co I tn m 'T^ '"l*? Now 1 think th at 

dfcnant nation, 21m Z ih^LZ'*T lhe Un,,ed Slfll "> tha < her 

ble intrigues hey have Wht^rth a<, ^? n,B T° B? " 8 if an ^ 8uch 
brink ofruin, are sUI? tCtV 'huC^ M P-rt in contributing 

matchless en>o„lery, loftwml . r*«^ 

the public attend frpmT Ca ( r * ^kT^'"^ h ^ 

their own mal-adrnwistoUon bv rtfl.? P~*W tii^g, ^ilti the most awful rapidity 
i«f the most stale and ™ eS reful ,d cnl J" £ Wh ¥ h mU8t be devotedly wish- 

ges against the dimple J W hi £ L 'SrnJfl*" 7 ?5S" 8eeMl * « ,e - 

or British attachments, toryism and^. 8 r " C /° n * t The ruin or \™*\>*ritv ^ a 

tiMly to the lil erti e. and i m £penc enceTf'^ ?o ^'V^ au,hor of ' **" m " 

their counirv • mm irt*„ll ^ " . w ! of 118 ,cl,ere ) depends so much upon the 



and patriotism, conlfmie to support <*r«i, U 
will he acting with tne insanity of a man 
who, discovering that he has been made 
sick by the |ioisonous drugs of a quack, 
localise resignation to providential dis- 
pensations fa a duty, should continue to 
cherish the impostor and take his vitiated 
medicine*. 

These demagogues have for years con- 
verted clamorous and unfounded charges 
against tour real patriots, as adherents of 
tTeat-Bntain, alleged to entertain serious 



their country ; as if it were probable, that 
4he survivors of those who achieved our 
deliverance from the British yoke, after 
Iiaving grown grey in the service of their 

descending tomin- 
glewith the cold ami silent clods of the val- 
Jey and to render a solemn account to the 
righteous judge of the universe, would 
close the last acts of the political drama, 

y ^■ft 0 * ,hUl <lear counl '-V> ~ often 
saved by the instrumentality of their virtue 
and valour, and as if the sons of their co- 
patnots, on whom the grave has already 
closed, were unworthy of their sires. 

1 he creatures of the party, who have 
brought this unparalelled distress upon us 
are now calling »» to r,mc»,and alluding to 
the days of 1 776, appeal' to our patriotism ! 

Tj£ r8e the men w *»o talk of patri- 
otism ? Of u,.o R ! It is true we ought to 
exercise both the one and the other, as 
really necessary for the sah alio* of our 
afflicted country , but the best proof which 

^ Pl T D 'ATaiOTlSM, 

is to have the greatest i nion in exercising 
their suffrages to displace those who tun ( 
wantonly brought the greatest calamity 

t» ™ BUI . toptoutim and th< 

smiM, according with the views of these 
men. is the support of themselves and a 
co-operation ,„ fh , lr ruinous schemes; am' 
if the peoyte, under the necessity of 



i • • . — ihucii upon me 
administration of its government that to 
be acquainted wi<h the merit of a minis- 
try, we need only observe the condition 
of the people, ir we sec them obedient 
to the i laws, prosperous in their industry, 
united at home and respected abroad, we 
may reasonably presume that their ofTairt 
are conducted by men of experience, ani- 
lities and virtue. If, on the contrary, we 
see an universal spirit of distrust and dis- 
sa .staclicm, a rapid deem, of trad % dissen- 
ions in all parts of th* empire, and a to- 
tal loss of resect in the eyes of foreign 
powers, we may pronounce, without hesi- 
tation, that the government of that coun- 
try is weak, distracted and corrupt. The 
multitude in all countries are patient to 
a certain point. Ill usage may rouse 
the lr indignation and hurry them into ex- 
cesses, but the original fault fa in 
ment Perhaps there never w;is an in- 

aC 5" npe in the ^rcumstances 
and temper of a whole nation so sudden 
md extraonhnary as that which the mis- 
conduct of ministers has within a few 

s on ot changes, we are reduced to that .< 

V \ ^1 U . ha " n ^ an 7 ch « n & can mend 
Vet there is no extremity of dislresa 
which of itself ought to reiluce a gre .t 

Z t?U. X V^T lr ' 11 i8 ,he diaordef 
but the physician. It fa not a casual co* 
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currence of calamitous circumstances ; it I 
is the pernicious hand of government 
H'hich can alone make a whole people 
desperate. .Without much political saga- 
city, or any extraordinary depth of obser- 
vation, we need only mark how the prin- 
cipal departments of the state are bestow- 
ed, and look no farther for the true cause 
of every mischief that befalls us." This 
melancholy pictare, though intended to 
porlray a corrupt ministry of another na- 
tion, and of former times, is unhappily too 
exactly applicable to the state of our own 
country. But I am |»erfectly aware that 
all this may be answered with calum- 
ny and abuse, and perhaps some worth- 
less demagogue, who has been for years, 
fztUniwr on the spoils of the public, 
exhibiting the infallible mark of that low, 
vicious temper whieh, cherishing base 
motives of action, attributes them to 
others, will repeat the charge so often fa- 
bricated and circulated against the real 
fojiowe%of Washington and friends of 
peace, and lustily exclaim with sneering 
taunts, " me do not regard what you say. 
You are seeking the loaves and fishes of 
ojficc." If one of the un worthiest among 
my political friends may be )>ermitted to 
s.ieak in the name of the whole, 1 would 
repel the charge with indignant decision. 
1 would say of it : We are acquitted by 
the voic e of our conscience and the te ali- 
mony of our conduct. Had we been thus 
unworthily influenced, we had not for 
near fourteen years strutted against popu- 
lar delusion. I would tell our accusers 
that we were as sharp sighted to discern 
the infatuation which for years has clearly 
pointed to the sources of wealth and pow- 
er, as any of that numerous family eonsli- 
tufing the great household of the vicar oj 
Bray. I would tell them, that we could 
not he insensible of the rewards which 
they have been continually lavishing on 
those apostates who are deserters from 
•ur principles, ami that had we really 
sought the emoluments of political life, 
we with these* .many of whom are now 
their most active partisans, would have 
seasonably altered our course to swim 
down .the current of the prevailing tide, 
before an exhausted treasury and ruined 
country had so effectually destroyed the 
pros.KfCt of their having any loaves and 
fishra to bestow ! I would say to them, 
she sons of Washington are not ambitious 
el' public employments. Restore to us 
the days of peace and prosperity for 



which our beloved country- is groaning, 
and bjtwhich it was so signal!}- distin- 
guished when the administration was in. 
ourha>**s, and we* cheerfully rejoicing in 
the shades of retirement and the sweets of 
domestic life, snail never envy the respon- 
sible and care-corroding possessors of 
public office. 

Had I the magnificent and flowing elo- 
quence of Mansfield and Cicero, or the 
sublimity of Burke; did I possess the ir- 
resistible impetuosity of Chatham, Peri- 
cles ami Demosthenes; could I lift up my 
voice like a trompet, and with a sound 
like the roaring of Niagara or 7Etn% 
were permitted to utter the seven thun- 
ders of Heaven, I wonld speak with a 
voice which would shake every dwelling 
throughout tny native land. I would warn 
iaw deluded fellow citiaens from listening,- 
any longer to the syren songs of those 
who have so long deceived thern. I 
would exclaim to every nun, ** In the d»y 
of adversity, consider ; verily there is hut 
a step between thee and death !" Our ru- 
lers must be chanted, or we are a people un- 
done. Their whole administration has 
shown them to be equally unfit for peace 
or war. If peace should be unexpected- 
ly restored, we have no security in their 
prudence or virtue, that it will not pass 
away like the transient dew of the morn- 
ing; and if obliged to continue the war 
under their auspices, it must be a miracle of 
liinnc mercy which will preserve us from . 
subjugation to a foreign yoke. A serious 
question here arises : Is there then no 
hope ? " Is there no balm in Gilead ? Js 
no physician there V* I answer, there is. 
If we humble ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, we shall be exalted in due 
time. In a spiritual sense, we are verily 
guilty before the sight of him whose all- 
seeing eye pervades the secret recesses 
of the heart, and who hath declared that 
righteousness exalteth a nation, and that 
sin is the reproach of any people. Let 
each in his proper sphere be diligent in 
promoting the works of repentance and 
reformation, and there may be hope that 
the Lord will mercifully avert the inten- 
ding judgments. Thus in our exertions 
in the cause of our country, we may ex- , 
i>ect the blessings of him who proclaims 
that w the Lord is with you while ye he s 
with Vim, and if ye seek/him he will be 
found of you ; but if ye forsake him, he 
will forsake you." In humble de|»end- 
ence on the divine blessing, we may 
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troops, half a mile below. I immediately 
shoulTun^ of j '»>' (240 in number) 4> their 

a sacrifice to which though with quarters, nnd patiently waited their njv- 



re&orl to those «ncans -die Late J by human 
prudence, and praise he unto our all pow erful 
ereatr.r, who in his • adorable mercy has yet 
>j)aivd to us some, who like Nestor and Fpa- 
miuondas uland ready to count! and defend. 

4 am not insensible that J have been us>ing 
great plainness of speech. For the adoption 
of it 1 have no apology to offer, except that I 
think it no time to dissemble, and that the 
aspect of public affairs imperatively requires 
it at our hands. To such as know ing my ha- 
bits of friendship in private life, and indeed 
niv bonds of connection with some who are at- 
tached to the admtntfration which I have 
been sketching, may think it extraordinary 
that 1 have publicly' indulged in this style of 
language, I can only to $ay, " Plato is great, 
but truth is greater." " jmtiliajiat calum 
mat. Beiu^ attached to them by the amia- 
ble virtues of ilwu private lives, it would 
distress my sou! to wound their feelings. If 
..the friendship of a man be? inning to decline 
'into the vale of life, *vho constrained by duty 
thus speaks boldly concerning men and mea- 
sures which may be dear to them, should still 
be considered of any value, they shall not lo c 
it ; but if compliance with the dietales of 
-conscience 
ihcirt. it is a 
greater reluctance, I am bound to submit. 

And now my most respected colleagues 
4>f this eonvcutiou, I hid you an allcctiojiatc 
farewell. 1 have discharged (at your re- 
quest) and iu a state of health not very firm, 
what appeared to me a solemn duty, and I 
trust I have done it with r.ll that sincerity 
^becoming one who is sensible that he m::st 
give an account to the judge of the quirk 
and the dead. It is very improbable that all 
«f us here assembled, will ever meet again 
until summoned before his tremendous bar. 
The pcenliar ami aw ful circumstances of .the 
times, impress me with an unusual conviction 
«rf the uncertainty of human life and human 
prospects. Whether the friends of peace 
will ever be permitted to assemble on another 
anniversary of our in^pendence. is known 
only to him in whose almighty hand are the 
issues of life and death, the destinies of na- 
tions ami the hearts of all men. To the 
word of his grace I commit you, with the 
sarrod cause in wliiob we are conveued, con- 
vinced that it will be well with the righteous 
come what will, and that from a long and 
perfect knowledge of your services and suf- 
ferings in the public cause, 1 may without ar- 
rogance say, that 

» l Heaven and earth cap witness 
If our country fall, that we arc innocent." 
Oh ! my children, were yon born to be slaves ? 
Oh ! my country, art thoa (delivered over to 
strong delusions, joined to thine idols and left 
of thy God) in judgment for our manifold sins, 
destined to pass under a foreign yoke ? If so, 
the righteous will of him who cannot err be 
dene : hut 



41 May I iie cold before Unit drradful day, 
IVpsmnI with a load of monumental clay; 
These eyes be clo«'d in everlasting sleep, 
And neither hear thee Hirh 



REPORT OF MAJOR MORGAN. 
Fort Erie, August 5th, 1814. 

Sir — Having l>cen stationed with the 
1st battalion of the 1st regiment of rifle- 
men at Black Rock, on Ihe evening of the 
2d instant, I obsm ed the British army 
moving up the river on the opposite 
shore, and suspected they might make a 
feint on Fort Erie, with mi intention of r 
real Mtnck on the Buffalo side. 1 imme- 
diately moved and look a position on the 
upper aide of Conjncta Creek, nnd that 
night threw up a ballery of some lor?, 
w hich I found on the ground, and had the 
hri«! j;e torn nwny. 

About two o'clock the next morning, 
my piquets from below gave me informa- 
tion of the htudintr of nine boats full of 



! prone }». At a quarter pt^t four tbey ad- 
vanced ujkmi i:?, nnd commenced tiie at- 
tack; sending a party brf »re to repair the 
bridge, under thecover of tl»eir fire. When 
tbey had got at jrood rifie distance, I 
opened a heavy fire on (hem, which laid a 
number of them on the ground, end com- 
pelled them to retire. They then formed 
in the skirt of the wood, end kept up the 
fight nt long shot, continually reinforcing 
from the Canada shore, until they had 
twenty-three boat loads, nnd then at- 
tempted to Rank us by sending a Jarre 
body up the creek to ford it, w hen 1 de- 
tached Lieutenants Ryan, Smith, nnd 
Armstrong, with about men, to op- 

pose their It ft wins, where (hey were nrnin 
repulsed .with considerable loss; after 
which they appeared disposed to ^ive up 
their object, and retreated by throwing 
si\ boat load* of troops on jvjujiw I .-laud, 
which enfiladed the creel: and prevented 
me from harassing their rear. Their su- 
perior numbers enabled them to take their 
killed and wounded off the field, which; 
we plainly saw, and observed tbey suf- 
fered severely. We found eome of their 
dead thrown into the river, and covered 
with Iocs and stones, and some on the 
field. We also collected a number of mus- 
kets and accoutrements, with clothing that 
appeared to have been torn to hind their 
wounds. We took six prisoners, who 
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stated tiu? British opposed to us, to con- 
sist of from 12 to l. r n)0 mrn, commanded 
tiv Lieutenant Colonel. Tucker, of th< 
.fist regiment. They also state that their 
object was to recapture General Hiall, 
with the other British prisoners, ami * le- 
st ruy the public stores deposited at Buf- 
falo. The action continued about two 
hours and a half. 1 am happy to state 
they were completely foiled in their at- 
tempts. Our loss is trifling c ompared with 
theirs; we had two kilted ami ei^ht 
wounded. 1 tun sorry to inform you that 
Captain Hamilton, Lieutenants' Wads- 
worth and AH » tosh are among the latter. 
Their gallantry in excusing themselves to 
encourage their men, I think, entitles 
them to the notice of their country. My 
whole command behaved in u manner 
that merited my warmest approbation ; 
and, in justice to them, 1 cannot avoid 
jncntioning the names of the officers, 
which are as follows: Captain Uamiilcm, 
LieuUJpants Wadsworth. Hyan, Calhoun, 
lVI'lnlosh, Arnold, Short ridge, Al'Farlnnd, 
Tipton, Armstrong, Smith, Cobhs, David- 
son and Austin, with Ensign Page. 

If, sir, you believe wc have done our 
duty, wc shall feel highly gratified. 

I am, sir, respectfully your obedient ser- 
vant. J. MORGAN, 

Major 1st rille regt. 

Major Gen. Brown. 
Recapitulation ef our kilhd r.nd wound d. 
Wounded — 1 c;i ilain — 2 subalterns — 
b rank and file. Killed — 2 rank and file. 
Total 10. 

BATTLE OP NIAGARA FALLS. 
Copy of a Idler from Brigadi'-r Gcnnrat 
Urotvn to It* secretary at war. 

Sir— Confined as I was, and have been, 
since the last engagement with the enemy, I 
fear that the account I am about to give, may 
fee less full and satisfactory, than under other 
circumstances it might have been made. I 
particularly fear, that the conduct of the gal- 
tant men it was my good fortune to tead. will 
not be uoticed in a way due to their fame, 
and the honour of our country. 

You are already apprized that the army 
l;ad on the 25th alt, taken a position at Chip- 
pewa. About noon of that day. Colonel 
Swift, who was at Lewistown, advised me by 
express, that the enemy appeared la cons ide- 
fable force at Qneenstown, ami on its heights ; 
that four of the enemy's fleet had arrived 
during the preceding night, and were then 
\y\u« near Fort Niagara, and that a number 
«f boats were in vkjir, nwriftg up tbestreigu^ 



, Within a few roinotes after this iutelligenea 

! bad be« n received. 1 was further informed by 
! Captain i>enntoi, of the quarter master's (!o 
pann.ent, that ttie enemy was lauding at 
l.ewistown, and that our baggage and .N hlos- 
Kcr. and on their way thither, were in danger 
of immediate capture. It is proper here to 
■mm ion; that having received advices as late 
as the -Oth from m neral Game* that our llnet 
was then in port, and the commodore sick, we 
ceased to look lor co-operation from that 
quarter, and determined to disencumber our- 
selves with baggage, and march directly for 
Burlington Heights. To m. sk this intention, 
and to draw from .^chlosser a small »upply of 
provisions, 1 fell back upon t Lippewa. As 
tliis a> raugtuient, under the increased force 
of the enemy, left much at hazard on our own 
hint! of the iNiagira, and as it appeared by tlie 
before stated inf urination, thslt the enemy 
was about to avail himself of it, I concei ved 
that ttie most effectual metI:od of iccaliiiig 
'him from ibis object, wa» to put myself in 
loutiun towards Uueensiown. Gcmrai boutt, 
with tbo first brigade, 'low-son's artillery, 
and ail the dragoon* and mounted men, were 
accordingly put in march on the road leading 
thither, with orders to report if the epemy 
appeared, and to rail for assistance, if that 

was necessary. *»n the general's arrival 

at the falls, be learned that be was in force 
directly iu front— a narrow piece of woods 
aioue. intercepting his view of them. - Waitr 
jug omy to give this iuforination. he advanced 
ujx>n ibein. By the time Assistant Adjutant 
General Jones, had delivered his message, 
the action began, and before the remaining 
part of the division had cro -sect the Chippewa, 
it nad become clo*c and general Oetwven the 
advauced corps. Though General kipley 
with toe 2d Brigade, aj. Hindman will, the 
corps of artillery, and General I'ortcr at t .c 
hea<l of his command, had respectively press- 
ed tbrward with ardour, it was not less thau 
an uour before they were brought to susuin 
tieneral Scott, during which time bis com- 
mand most skilfully and gallantly maiutaiucd 
the couiiict. Upon my arrival 1 found that 
the general had passed the wood and engaged 
the enemy on the Qneenstown road and on 
the ground to the left of it, with tbo 9th, 1 till, 
and 'JUA Kcgiment* and Towson's artillery. 
The -oth had been thrown to the right to ne 
governed by eircumstauces. Apprehending 
that these corps were much exhausted, and 
knowing that tbey had suffered severely, I de- 
termined to interpose a new line with the 
advancing troops, and thus disengage General 
Scott and hold his brigade iu reserve. Or- 
ders were accordingly given to General Kip- 
ley. The enemy's artillery at this moment 
occupied a hi. I which gave him great advan- 
tages, and was the key of the whole position. 
It was supported by a tine of infantry. To 
secure the victor}, it was necessary to carry 
tuis artillery and suite the height. This duty 
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was assigned to Colonel Miller, while, to fa- 
Tour its t locution, tiie 1st regiment under 
the command of Colonel Nicholas, was direct- 
ed to menace and amuse the infantry. To 
my great mortiticatioii Uiis regiment alter a 
discliargc or two, gave way aiHl retreatod 
some distance before it could be rallied, though 
it is believed the otlicers of tlie regiment ex- 
erted themselves to shorten this dittuuea. 
lb the mean time, Colonel Miller, without 
vegard to this occurrence, advanced steadily 
ar»d gallantly to his object and carried the 
height, and the cannon. General Utply 
brought up the 23d (which had also fault ered) 
to his support ami the enemy disappeared be- 
ft>re them. The 1st regiment was now 
brought into line on the left of the 21st, and 
the detachments of the 17th and 111th, Gen- 
eral Porter occupying, with his command, the 
extreme left. About the time Colonel Miller 
carried the enemy's cannon. The 25th re- 
giment under Major Jussnp, was engaged in a 
more obstinate conflict with ail that remained' 
to dispute with us the field of battle. The 
Major, as ha> been already stated, had been 
ordered by General Scott, at the commence, 
inent of the action, to take ground to bin 
right. He had succeeded in turning the ene- 
my's left dank—had captured (by a detach- 
ment under Captain Krtehum) General liiaJi 
and sundry other officers, and showed him- 
self again to his own army, in a blaze of fire, 
which defeated or destroyed a very superior 
force of the enemy. He was ordered to tbrm 
no the right of the 2d regiumt. The enemy 
rallying his forces, and as is believed, having 
reinforcements, now attempted to drive us 
from our position, and regain his artillery. 
Onr line was unshaken, and the euemy repul- 
sed. Two other attempts having the same 
object, had the same issue. Geeeral Scott 
was again engaged in repelling the former of 
these ; and the last I saw of him on the Held 
of battle, he was near the head of the column, 
and giving to its march a direction that would 
have placed him on the enemy's right. It 
was n ith great pleasure I saw the gorid order 
and intrepidity of General Porter's volunteer's 
from the moment of their arrival, but during 
the last charge of the enemy, those qualities 
were conspicuous. Stimulated by the exam- 
ples set them by their gallant leader, by Major 
Wood of the Pennsylvania corps, by Colonel 
Dobbin of New-York, and by their officers ge- 
nerally, they precipitated themselves upon 
the enemy's line, and made all the prisoner-, 
which were taken at this point of the action. 

Having been for some time wounded, and 
being a good deal exhausted by loss of blood, 
it became my wish to devolve the command 
On General Scott, and retire from the field ; 
but on inquiry, I had the misfortune to learn, 
tliat be was disabled by wounds ; I therefore 
kept my post, and bad the satisfaction to see 
the enemy's last effort repulsed. 1 now coo- 
signed the command to General Ripley. 



While retiring from the field, I saw and 
felt that the victory was complete on our 
part, if proper measures were promptly adopt- 
ed to secure it. The exhaustion of the men, 
was, however, such as made some refresh- 
ment necessary. They particularly required 
water. I was myself extremely sensible of 
the want of this necessary article. I there- 
fore believed it proper that General Ripley 
and the troops should return to camp, after 
bringing off the dead, the wounded, and the 
artillery ; and in this 1 saw no difficulty, as 
the enemy had entirely ceased to act. With- 
in An hour after my arrival in camp, I was in- 
formed that General Kipley retained without 
annoyance and m good order. I now sent 
for him and alter giving him my reasons for 
the measures I was about to adopt, ordered 
him to put the troops in the best possible 
condition; to give to them the necessary re- 
freshment ; to take with him the piquets and 
camp guards, and every other description of 
foroc 5 to put himself on the field of battle 
as the day dawned, and there to meet and 
beat the enemy if he again appeared. To 
the order be made no objection, and I relied 
ou its execution. It was not execjlted. I 
feel most sensibly how inadequate are my 
powers in speaking of the troops, to do justice 
either to their merits or to my owu seuse of 
them. Under abler direction, they might 
have done more and better. 

From the preceding detail, you hare now 
evidence of the distinguished gallantry of 
General* Scott and Porter, of Colonel Miller 
and Major Jessup. 

Of the 1st brigade, the chief, with bis Aid- 
de-Camp Worth, his Brigade Major Smith, 
and every commander of battalion, were 
wounded. 

The 2d brigade raftered • less ; but as a 
brigade, their conduct entitles them to the 
applause of their country. After the enemy's 
strong position had been carried by the *l*t, 
and the detachments of the 17th and 19tb, 
the 1st and 23d as timed a new character. 
They could not again be shaken or dismayed. 
Major M'Farland of the latter fell nobly at 
the head of his battalion. 

1'ndcr the command of General Porter, 
the militia volunteers of Pennsylvania and 
New- York stood undismayed amidst the hot- 
test fire, and repulsed the veterans opposed 
to them. The Canadian Volunteers com- 
manded by Colonel Wilson, are reported by 
General Porter as having merited and receiv- 
ed his approbation. 

The corps of artillery commanded by Ma- 
jor Hmdman behaved with it* usual gallautry. 
Captain Towson's company, attached to the 
1st brigade, was the first and last engaged, 
and during the whole conflict maintained that 
high character which they had previously 
won by their skill and their valour. Captains 
Biddle and Ritchie were both wounded early 
in the action, but refused to quit the field. 
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The Tatter declared that he never would 
leave In* piece; and, true to h is engagement, 
(ell by its side, covered with wounds. 

The staff of the army hail its peculiar me- 
rit and distinction. Colonel Gardner, adju- 
tant general, though ill, was on horseback 
and did all in his power ; his assistant, Ma- 
jor Jones, was very active and useful. My 
gallant aids-de-camp, Austin and Spencer, 
had many critical duties to perform, in the 
discharge of which the latter fell. I shall 
ever thiuk of this young man with pride and 
regret; regret that his enreer has been so 
short ; pride, that it -lias been so noble and 
distinguished. The engineers. Majors M'llee 
and V>ood. were greatly distinguished on this 
day, and their high military talents exerted 
with great effect— they were much under my 
eye and near my person, ami to their assist- 
ance a great deal is fairly to be ascribed. I 
most eanicstfy recommend them, as worthy 
of the highest trust and eonfidence. Tire staff 
of Generals Kipley and Porter discovered 
great ztral and attention to duty. Lieutenant 
J&. B. Randolph of the 20th regiment is enti- 
led to notice, his courage was eonspiroous. 

I enclose a return of our loss- those noted 
as missing, may generally be numbered with 
the dead. The enemy had but little oppor- 
tunity of making prisoners. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, &e. &e. 

JACOB BROWN. 

ITox. Jons Armstho.vo. 

, * 

Report of the killed, fcoundtdand missing of the 
. Left- Division oj' the Army commanrled by 
AJajar General Brarcn* in the actum qf the 
afternoon and nijsht of the 'Mdh July, 1814, 
at the Fails of t \*anara. 

Adjutant CwtwrmVs Office, Fort Erie, ) 
30/a July, 1814. S 

General 5/ojF— wounded, 1 irajor general, 
1 aid-de-camp. 

Light Dragoons— k\\\nc\, 1 corporal— wound- 
cd, 2 privates. 

Artillery— killed, 1 captain. 1 corporal, 8 
privates— wounded, 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 
1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 1 musician, 28 pri- 
vates — missing. 1 private. 

First, or Brig. Geh. Scott's Brigatle. 

Brigade Staff— wounded, 1 brigadier gene- 
ral, 1 aid dc camp, 1 brigade major. 

Oth Infantry— killed, 1 captain, 2 subal- 
terns, 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 11 privates- 
wounded, 1 major, 1 quarter master, 1 pay- 
master, 1 captain, 5 subalterns, 7 sergeants, 
5 corporals, ©9 privates — missing, 1 subaltern, 
1 sergeant major, 2 sergeants, 1 1 privates. 

1 1th Infantry— killed, 1 captain, 2 sergeants, 
4 corporal*, 21 privates — wounded, 1 major, 1 
captain, 5 subalterns, 1 sergeant major, 1 
chief musician, 7 sergeants, 3 corporals, 1 mu- 
sician. 82 privates— missing, 1 subaltern, 2 
privates. 

22d Infantry— killed, 2 sergeants, 1 corporal, 
33 private*— wounded, 1 colonel, 2 captains. 



4 subalterns, 9 sergeants, 11 corporals, 1 musi- 
cian, 63 privates— missing, 3 subalterns, 12 
privates. 

25th Infantry— killed, 1 captain, 1 subal- 
tern. 2(1 privates — wounded, 1 adjutant, 1 
quarter master, 1 subaltern, C sergeauts, 6 cor- 
porals, 50 privates — missing, 1 sergeant, 2 cor- 
porals, 19 privates. 

Second, (jt Brig. Gen. Ripley's Brigade. 
1st Infantry — killed, 11 private*— wounded, 

2 subalterns, 13 privates— missing 1 corpo- 
ral, 1 private. 

21st Infantry — killed, 1 subaltern, 2 ser- 
geants, 1 corporal, 11 privates— wounded, 1 
captain, 5 snbalterns, 1 sergeant, 63 pri- 
vates—missing, 19 privates. 

Zkl Infantry— killed, 1 major, 2 sergeants, 
7 privates— wounded, 1 captain, 6 subalterns 

1 sergeant, ? corporal, 43 privates — missing, 

3 sergeants, 2 corporals, 22 privates. 

lirifr. Gen. Pdricr's command. 

Brigade Staff — 1 brigade major missing. 

Canadian Volunteers — killed, 1 private— 
wounded. 2 privates — missing, 8 privates. 

Pennsylvania Volunteers— killed. 1 adju- 
tant, 1 sergeant, 9 privates— wounded, 1 ma- 
jor, 1 quarter master, 1 subaltern, 21 privates 
— missing, 1 captain. 

New- York Volunteers — killed, 1 captain, T 
corporal, 2 privates — wounded, 1 lieut. col. I 
subaltern, 2 sergeants, 1 corporal, 9 privates — 
missing, 1 subaltrrn. 

Grand Total. 

Killed, 1 major, 1 adjutant, 5 captains, 4 
subalterns. 10 sergeants, 10 corporals, 149 pri- 
vate. Total 111. 

Wounded, 1 major general, 1 brig general, 

2 aids-decamp, 1 brigade major, 1 colonel, 4 
majors, 1 adjutant, 3 quarter masters, 1 pay- 
master, 7 eaptains, 3-1 snbaltenis, 1 sergeant 
major, 1 chief musician, 34 sergeant*, 29 ror- 
porals. 4 musicians, 449 privates. Total 572. 

Missing* 1 brigauv major. 1 captain, 6 sub- 
alterns, 1 sergeant major. 8 sergeants, 5 corpo- 
rals, 95 privates— Total 117. 

C. K. GARDNER, Adj. Gen, 

Inspector General's Office, ) 
Head-Quarters, Left Division, $ 

Fort F.oiB, Aca. 1, 181*. 

Return of the prisoner* of the enemy take© 
in the action of tho 25th nit. fought at the 
Niagara Falls, between the left division of the 
United States army commanded by Major 
General Brown, and the English forces under 
the command of Lieut. General Drurqmond. 

Prisoners—} Major General ; 1 Aid-de- 
Camp; 1 Captain and two subalterns of the 
103 regiment ; 1 Captain, 8€th regiment ; I 
Captain, provincial dragoons ; 2 Captaius and 
2 snbalterns o£ incorporated militia; 1 Cap- 
tain of militia ; 1 Lieutenant of royal en<i- 
neers ; a subalterns of royal Scott* ; 1 sub- 
altern, Glengarr Corps ; Quarter Master of 
8th or King's cegiment ; Quarter Master of 
41st regiment ; and 150 rank and file. 
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Recapitulation — 1 Major General, 1 to i 
Lieut. General Drummond, 6 t aptaius, 11 I 
subalterns, 160 rank and tile. 

Total 169. 

Major General Riall, severely wounded in 
the arm. 

AZ. ORNE, Assis't Inspector Gen. 
Major General Brown. 

BONAPARTE'S VOYAGE TO ELBA. 

Letter from Captain Ushkr. 

His Majesty's skip ndaunted, Frejus. 

I need not toll you with what humble gra- 
titude. I thank Goo, that this Ion? and sangui- 
nary war has at length terminated with s-» 
much hononr to our country. The tacriiices 
that have been made by us tor the good of 
mankind, are unexampled in history. It has 
fallen to my extraordinary lot to be thejaikv 
of the instrument of the misery that Europe 
has so long endured, and you will believe m ■. 
when I say, that tar from allowing him to 
think, that I bear in mind any animosity to- 
wards him, from a recollection of what my 
country snfll-red, I endeavour by my attention 
to quiet his uneasy mind. It appeal's to me 
like a dream, when I look back 13 month 
and sec all Europe prostrate at his feet, and 
he now my prisoner. It is a glorious finish 
to my services, and leaves ine nothing more 
to wish for. As (bunt Klain, aid-de-camp to 
Prince Schwartzenburg, will >et oft' immedi- 
ately for Paris, and takes charge of my letter, 
I have only time to tell you, that on "the 4th 
Of April, the white flag was displayed at Mar- 
seilles by the iuhabtants. Anxious to shake 
hands with my f.wmer enemies, but now 'my 
friends. I pushed into the anchorage before 
the town, hut not without some opposition 
from the military — a battery having opi ned 
its fire and struck us. This appeared to me 
such an act of treachery, that I opened my 
broadside, and in 10 minutes silenced the lire. 
I now saw the inhabitants assembling on the 
ramparts, waving white handkerchiefs. This 
determined me at all hazards to enter— soon 
after the mayor and the municipajity e:ui;:> 
off forced by the people to apologize for tin* 
act of hostility — and until they were assured 
that I was satisfied with the apology, the town 
was in a state of insurrection. I immediate- 
ly went on shore with Captain Napier, of the 
Euryalis, under my orders, and we were re- 
ceived by upwards of .W.OUO people, who li- 
terally carried us to the town hall, wh<-n a 
speech »*as made by one of the municipality, 
after v/hieh *ve were carried to the governor's, 
and with him and all the authorities, went to 
hear TV Dextm chaunted — aft or which we 
went iu procession round the town, amidst 
shouts of the loudest joy and enthusiasm 
Such a mixture of mad joy and melancholy 
was never before witnessed. 1 assure you I 
>aw thousands oi" women with their hau ls 
clasped, extended to Heaven, bewailing the 



loss of husbands, lirot hers, sons, but lurtaking 
of the gen ral joy of deliverance from a ty- 
ranny that cannot be conreived, much less 
described. When we returned to the Go- 
vernor's, the mob assembled round the house 
--he 'requested we won hi drive out in his 
carriage, to satisfy curiosity, which we did, 
and arrived at a part of the magnificent city, 
where none but royalty are allowed to enter 
in a carriage. The mob tore down the iron 
rails, and we drove in. Our carriage was then 
stopped, and ladies came forward begging to 
be permitted to drake bands ; we were soon 
almost suflbcated with kisses. Wc then made 
a speech, which was cheered by the loudest 
huzzas from imm -nsc crowds of people. 

At church, at concert, the opera, all places 
were alike, you could hear nothing b«t rmj 
lea Angiitis* vivr Lnuis dit nuit. When I 
entered the opera, in the evening, they 
huzzaed for half an hour. I harransued them 
and called out, everlasting peace aud friend- 
ship to our brothers the French— they called 
mv ideas stiblim-. and cheered me with the 
loudest acelamatipns. What a nation! Now 
for Napoleon. On the 25th, Colonel Camp- 
bell drove into Marseilles, being commissioned 
by liord Castlereagh to attend Napoleon -he 
said he came by the express wish of Napoleon 
himself, to request I would go round to St. 
Tropcz. where it was intended he should 
embark, as he did not consider himself safe 
on board a French frigate, which had been 
ordered by the French government to convey 
him to Elba. Next day I arrived at Tropez. 
but found that he had altered bis route, aud 
was at Frejus— (it was at Frejus he landed on 
his return from Egypt. J At one o'clock I ar- 
rived, and was introduced to the Russian 
commissioner. Count Shouvalofl", the Austrian 
General Koeller. Prussian Count Truxos, En- 
glish Colonel ampbell.and Count Klam. Soon 
alter my arrival. Count Berlrand, grand mar- 
shal, informed me that it was the emperor's 
wish to see ine. (he is still acknowledged em- 
peror and sovereign of the island of Elba.) 
Wln-n 1 was presented, he said be was once 
a gr.-at en -my to England, but now he was at 
sincere a fri"n I — he said we were a great and 
geu?rous nation. He asked me about the 
wind, weather, distance to ' Iba, ami other 
nautical que>tioiis ; he then bowed aud re- 
tired. 

He was very dignified : still the emperor. 
I received his command to dine with him— 
there were at table, the Russian, Austrian, 
Prussian, and English commissioners, aud the 
xrand marshal— the conversation was most in- 
teresting — he laughed when I asked him if bo 
did not issue his Milan decree for the purpose 
of forcing America to quarrel with us — this 
he ditl not deny— he said, all his plans were 
m an immense scale* and would have been 
huishod in four or five years. I have not time 
to give the whole of 1 1 > : - interesting conversa- 
tion. Tnr,t night we embarked all his mime- 
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rum baggage, fn the morning lie sent for me 
— he a>ked how the wind was, and said that 
he had made up his mind to embark at eight 
in the evening. At 7 o'clock, an immense 
mnh formed round his hotel — he sent for me, 
and I remained half an hour alone with him. 
His sword was on the table, and he appeared 
very thoughtful. There was a very great 
noise in the street. I said to hint, the French 
mob are the worst I have seen— he answered 
they are a fickle people. He appeared in 
deep thought ; but recovering himself, rung 
the bell, ami ordering the gmtid marshal to be 
spt\t for. he asked if all was ready — being an- 
swered in the affirmative, he turuod to me 
and said, in his usual quick way, alUms. The 
stairs were lined at each side with ladies and 
gentlemen— he stopped a moment and said 
something to the ladies which 1 could not 
hear. He walked to his carriage, and called 
for me, (not a safe birth)— he then called the 
.Austrian commissioner* and the grand mar- 
shal. I sat opposite to him in the carriage, 



and we drove off. My boat*: were about two Ktba. He dresses very plain wearing a green 
miles from the town. We were accompanied 
by an Hungarian regiment of cavalry. It was 
a delightful moonlight night— the country we 
passed through a paradise. When the car- 
riage slopped, the bngle sounded, and the re- 
giment was drawn up. An interesting scene 
now opened. Huglcs sounding, drums beat- 
ing, horses neighing, and people of every de- 
scription in Europe witnessing the embarka- 
tion of this man, who had caused so much 
misery to them all. I informed him that the 
boat was ready, and we walked together to 
where it was. He was handed into the boat 
by a nephew of Sir Sidney Smith, who is my 
fourth lieutenant — rather an odd coincidence. 
Lieut. Smith had been confuted in prison for 
seven or eight years— I introduced him ; the 
emperor seemed to feel his conscience prick 
him — he only said, 44 nephew to Sir Sidney 
Smith! I met him in Kgypt." When we 
went on board he walked round the ship, my 
people crowded about him. and for the Orst 
time iu bis life he felt confidence in a mob. 
His spirits seemed to revive, ami he told me 



contrary to his system to denationalize— be 
turned round and gave me a pretty hard rap, 
saying, 44 ah capitaine !" When we were* sail- 
ing by the A I pi, he leaned on my arm for 
about halfau hour, looking earnestly at them. 
I told him he once passed them with better 
fortune. He laughed, and liked the compli- 
ment. 

He told me that he had been only onco 
wounded, and in the knee by an Kngiish ser- 
geant. He looks unconimonFy well and yonng, 
lie is changed much for the better, being now 
very stout. He showed me a portrait of the 
king of Rome, who i9 very like his father. 
He likewise showed me one of the empress* 
which is rather pretty. We iiad a smart gale 
when olF Corsica. He asked me to anchor off 
Ajaccio, the place of his btrtli, but the wind 
changing made it impossible. In the ga'e, I 
told him I had more confidence than Cajsar's 
pilot ; the compliment pleased him. 

I retarucd to rrejus to embark the Princess 
Rorghcse, his sister, who goes on a visit to 



coat, with the decoration of the legion of ho- 
nour. The portrait of him with the cocked 
hat and folded arms, is the strongest likeness 
I have seen. 

(Signed) R. USHER. 

DUTCH CONSTITUTION. 
Continued from page 232. 

" For these causes, and in concert with 
the states general, we have seen fit ami 
ordained, and we do by these presents see 
fit and decree, &c. [here the law is in- 
serted.] 

" Given," &c. 

4o. The sovereign prince decides all 
didl-rences which shall happen between 
two or more provinces, when they cannot 
bdlle I hem amicably. 

40. The sovereign prince grants par- 
dons, amnesties and remissions of penal- 
ties, after having taken the advice of the 



next morning that he had never slept belter — hijrh court of the United Provinces of the 



next day he asked mc a thousand questions, 
and seemed quite initiated in all nautical mat- 
ters. At breakfast and diuuer there was a 
great deal of conversation — he spoke of the 
Scheldt expedition. I asked him if he thought 
we should have succeeded ! — he said, 44 never," 
and turning a little towards the Austrian com- 
missioner, he said, 44 1 wrote from Vienna 
that the expedition was intended against Ant- 
werp." He told me that his motive iu an- 
nexing ITolIaud to I'Yancc, was for a naval 
purpose, and that he thought the Zuyder Zee 
particularly well adapted for exercising his 
conscripts. One morning he asked me to 
firing to a neutral brig that was passiug. I 
said, laughing heartily, I was astonished his 
majesty would giro such an ordtr, as it wa« 



Low Countries. 

50. Besides the cases in which the 
right of dispensation is granted to him by 
law, the sovereign prince, in particular 
cases which will not admit of delay, remits 
the law, if the states general are not as- 
sembled, after having taken the advice of 
the high court of the United Provinces of 
the Low Countries, and he gives an ac- 
count of it to the said states, as 30011 as they 
arc assembled. 

51. In the ease* specified in articles 8, 
10, 11, and 21, the states general are con- 
voked in double number, conformably to 
the provision to that effect in Ch ip. IX. 
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CHAP. U. 

OF THE STATES GENERAL. 

52. The states general represent the 
■whole people of the United Provinces. 
• 53. The people of the United Provinces 
of tbe Low Countries, consist of the inha- 
bitants of the nine following provinces, 
which compose together the actual terri- 
tory of the United Provinces of the Low 
Countries in Europe, via. Qvtldcrland, 
Holland, Zealand, Ufreckt, FrvaW, Over- 
yssel, Qromnsucn. Brabant and Ihronihicm. 

54. Quflderlarui, Holland, Zealand, Ut- 
recht, Friczland, Orcryssel, Groninguen, 
Brabant and Dronthitm preserve their an- 
cient boundaries, except the following al- 
terations: Culetnburg and tturen are united 
to Guelderland— -Vianen, Ameklen Leer- 
dam, Laugerak and Somelsdyk to Hol- 
land— Ysselstein, Benschop, Noordpols- 
brock, and Jaarsveld, to Utrecht — Ame- 
land and Schierrnonnikoog to Friezland ; 
and Wedde and Westwoldingerland to 
Groninguen. Brabant consists provi- 
sionally of the districts and towns former- 
ly known under the name of the '* Coun- 
try of the Generality"* and of such other 
sulmequently acquired, as have been uni- 
ted to it. 

55. The law determines the final limits 
between the provinces, as well as to 
which of them shall he united such other 
districts or places, which have not form- 
erly belonged to any of them, but which 
have been lately acquired, and places, the 
jurisdiction of which has been divided, 
or in controversy between different pro- 
vinces. 

56. The assembly of states genera) 
consists of 55 members. These members 
are chosen by the slate of the provinces 
above named, in the following proportion : 

From Guelderland, - 6 

Holland, - - - 22 
Zealand, 3 
Utrecht, ... 3 
Friezland, - - - 5 
Overyssell, 4 
Groninguen, 4 
Brabant, 7 
Dronthiem, - 1 

57. These members hold their seats 
for three years. A third part go out, ac- 
cording to a table to regulate them. The 
first third go out on the 1st of Noveml>er, 
1817. The members who go out are im- 
mediately re-eligible. 

* A term applied ia Fraace to revenue dh- 
tvictt. 



58. It is reserved for the sovereign prince 
to propose hereafter a law, which secure* to 
the nobles or equestrian body of each prov ince, 
a certain proportional number of seats' in the 
slate* general, and which shall be at feast a 
fourth part of the whole numbers composing 
that assembly. 

59. They only are eligible for members of 
tbe assembly of the states general, who are 
native bom, are over tbe age of thirty years, 
and have tbejr domidl in the province tor 
w hich they are elected, and they cannot be re- 
lated to one another but at the third degree of 
consanguinity of* affinity. 

60. The members of tbe states general can- 
not be at tbe same time members of any tri- 
bunal, or chamber of account*, nor be invest* 
ed with any appointment which is accounta- 
ble to the state. Every member of the pro- 
vincial states, ceases to. be so, from the time 
that he is called to tbp states general. No 
military man, in the land or naval service, un- 
der tbe grade of superior officer, can sit ia 
the assembly of the states general. Every 
other functionary, without any exception, it 
eligible. 

61. The title of the assembly of the states 
general is •* noble puissant lords.*' The 
members of the assembly enjoy an annual 
salary of 2/500 florins. 

62. The members of the states general vote 
individually, and without receiving the order 
of instruction of the assembly which appoints 
them. On entering upon their duty, they 
take the following oath, after the form of the 
worship which they profess — 44 1 swear [or 
promise] to observe and support the funda- 
mental law of the United Provinces of the Low 
Countries ; to labour with all my power for 
the advancement of the independence of the 
state, the liberty and happiness of its inhabi- 
tants, without consulting any interest (pro- 
vincial or other} but the general interest. 
So kelp me God. 

They are admitted to this oath after ha- 
ving first taken the following : 

" I swear [or declare] that for being chosen 
a member of the assembly of states general, I 
have neither promised nor given, nor will pro- 
mise or give, directly or indirectly, under any 
name or pretext whatsoever, any gil ts or pre- 
sents to any person in office or nut. I swear 
[or promise] to conform exactly to the tf nor 
of the bill decreed ou the 10th of December 
1715, by the states general against the giving 
or accepting of gifts, presents and unlawful 
treats. So help me God." 

63. These oaths are administered by the 
sovereign prince in the council of state, or, in 
bis absence, by the council, who administer 
them in his name. Notice of tbe taking of 
this oath is given to the assembly of the states 
general by the sovereign prince, or in bis i 
after which formality the newly elected . 
ber takes his seat. 

[To be continued.} 
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BY BARE S T QJRDBlflER, 
, 34 cedar-si reht, 
AT F1VK DOL LARS l'KU ANNUM. 

THE CAPTCRE OF WASHINGTON. 
This dreadful event, which the enemies 
or American liberty and of llie American 
republic will, all over Uie world, make 
use of, as an evidence, a conclusive evi»| 
♦fence, not only of the imbecility of our 
republican form of government, but also 
of the baseness of the American charac- 
><Kimfe the painful duty of 
every public journal to record. In per- 
forming this duty on my part, I shall 
never cease to deny, that any greater 
portion of the disgrace belongs to the 
American people, than what might have 
fallen to the lot of any nation, whose mis- 
fortune it might have, and often has 
been, to be subjected to rulers incapable 
of performing the high duties to which 
they may have been called. The insani- 
ty which has convulsed France and dis- 
turbed every part of Europe, has bad 
an unrestrained sweep over the United 
States. But it is rather matter of won- 
der, that 60 many were proof against its 
pernicious influence, than that its propa- 
gators should ultimately succeed in ac- 
quiring power and command. The con- 
fidence so long, so sedulously, to cun- 
ningly sought, and at last so completely 
obtained, by men who were capaMe only 
of " tickling the ears tJ the ground I iiur 
with their deceitful ami beguiling pre- 
tences, is the great and terrible misfor- 
tune, it is true, but it is the only disgrace, 
uhich can fairly attach to the American 
name, or to the American people. We 
have been deceived by -4 lie cunning of 
villany, we have been betrayed by the 
impotency of idiocy. Our misfortunes wr 
must endure : and if we feel them like 



men, we shall the better dispute them 
like men, hereafter. The misfortune be- 
longs to the country : the disgrace to the 
administration. That disgrace may in- 
deed ba-inni ours, if we shall resolve to 
adopt it. But every wretch who shall l»e 
found soliciting his share of it, by justify- 
ing, or excusing, or forgiving the miscre- 
ants to whom we owe it, will be peculiar- 
ly and eternally worthy of it. And anx- 
ious as I now am to rescue Ptt land of 
my nativity from this horrible »«, roach, 
I am prepared to say, that if a majority 
of the American people are indeed so 
base, so vile, so dead to the love of all 
that is brave and honourable, so eager, so 
voracious of disgrace, as ever to confide, 
even in the smallest particular, in any 
single individual, who has had the least 
connexion with those counsels which 
planned that vile defence, which was but 
Uttle, if any thing, less than- a traitorous 
abandonment of the capital ; they will an 
entirely deserve the disgrace which has 
been prepared for them, as they may he 
sure to have it repealed and accumula- 
ted, until they shall be suffocated under it. 
But I do not fear that. 1 do on the contra- 
ry most sincerely believe and trust, that 
the detestation of nineteen twentieths of 
the American people will adhere to every 
member of our contemptible cabinet (" O 
for breath to utter what is like it") as long as 
they are permitted to crawl upon this earth. 

But fellow citizens! be not disheartened, 
you areyct agreat people, liecause you are a 
brave jteople. You have indeed confided in 
men unworthy of trust, but knowing them, 
you will he virtuous, you will be at least 
prudent enough to abandon them : and 
abandoning them, calling into the public 
councils the real talents of the country, 
you will again be safe, prosperous and pow- 
erful. Our country is fruitful of resources : 
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it abounds in men of talents ; why should 
it not ? Call these men to manage these 
resources, and all the hosts of Europe 
eannot endanger our indefietulence. 

It is not we, the people, who have done 
this thing. It is James Madison, James 
Monroe and John Armstrong. 

But at this time 1 restrain the expres- 
sion of that indignation which throbs in 
evc^r American bosom. 1 propose in my 
next uumber to record the story of this 
calamity, because a few months or even 
weeks will dissolve some of the features 
which mark it to be the peculiar offspring 
of the administration. 

A Nimble apology. — The editor of 
the " Boston Daily Advertiser," a gentle- 
man concerning whom I have not the 
honour of knowing any thing, not so 
much as even his name, but who, for 
aught I know, may be a very meritorious 
man, as well as a very indefatigable edi- 
tor, seems, according to his own account 
of the matter, to be, in one respect, singu- 
larly unlucky. Every once in a while, 
some careless editor or other, finding in 
the Daily Advertiser something worth re- 
publishing, cuts it out, and sends it to his 
foreman for publication, forgetting to say 
at the top, 

44 From the Boston Daily Advertiser." 
In consequence whereof divers good and 
worthy oilisens remain uninformed what 
an- able paper the said Advertiser is; 
whereby the extension of the fame, and 
what is probably of more concern, the sub- 
scription list of the said editor is most in- 
juriously prevented. Among those who 
have been guilty of this sin of omission, 
the said editor has lately recorded the 
proprietor of the Examiner, and my friends, 
at the office of the Evening Post, in the 
present alarming scarcity of news, have, 
with characteristic liberality, republished 
the accusation, that its astonished readers 
might be duly apprized of the dreadful li- 
terary larcenies that are perpetrated in 



that the public may have the very truth' 
of the matter, I do confess, in all humili- 
ty and contrition, that I did in the Exa- 
miner not only publish the Dutch consti : 
tution, but also that 1 never acknowledg- 
ed, nor knew, nor thought it worth while 
to know, who translated it. It turns out, 
however, that the aforesaid editor of the 
Boston-Daily Advertiser, insists that he 
did himself translate it; and he seems to 
consider it so great an exploit, tfcat a 
Yankee editor should be able to translate, 
not only a Dutch constitution, but a Dutch 
constitution of " cis;ht close columns? 
that nobody ought to be allowed to pub- 
lish the said constitution, without, at the 
same time recording (lie "Important fad, 
that the said editor was the translator 
thereof. And I am realy disposed to 
say, that I consider the claim not unrea- 
sonable. For suppose, instead of trans- 
lating, the said editor had published the 
said constitution, as he found it, in Dutch, 
who could have understood a word of it 
in all New-England ? Let me tell you 
therefore, reader, that without a transla- 
tor, a Dutch constitution would in this 
country, except to persons, who like my- 
self have had the good luck to be bom 
Dutchmen, be for the most part very un- 
intelligible, and therefore very useless. 

In truth, there is much more in tlii^ 
matter, than would 6trike a superficial ob- 
server. Goldsmith's strolling player was 
once a caudle snuffer. " And let me tell 
you, sir, (said he) that without the candle 
snuffer the play would lose half its embel- 
lishments." Garrick was astonished, when 
a player insisted that they bad " often 
trod the boards of Drury Lane together." 
" When you played Hamlet, said the co- 
median, I played the cock." Now then, 
if at the theatre, a candle snuffer is as in- 
dispensible as a cock in playing Hamlet, 
is not a translator as necessary when a 
Dutch constitution is published in a coun- 
try ignorant of that language ? It is true, 
the hard hearted manners never inform 



this age of woaders and crime. And now, us, in their bills, who snufis the candles. 
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Or rtho plays the cock ; but I cannot en- 
tertain a doubt, tbat they ought always 
do it. And for exactly the an me rea- 
son, I think that he, who republishes a 
Dutch constitution, in the English lan- 
guage, is in justice bound to inform his 
fellow citizens and posterity, what mira- 
cle of genius it was that translated it ! 
All the atonement in my power, there- 
fore, 1 now make. And accordingly, be it 
forever hereafter known, not only that the 
editor of the Boston Daily Advertiser did 
translate or procure to be transtated " a 
lengthy" Dutch constitution of " cightclose 
columns," but that in the opinion of the 
editor of the Examiner, he is aclually able 
to translate or procure to be translated,onc 
of ever so many close columns. And 
moreover, that he is capable of making 
" a table of distances from Boston" to 
any part of the United States, and again 
that he is equal to " the labour of chang- 
ing the distances from Washington into 
distances from Boston." I am even will- 
ing, that it should be supposed, here and 
every 'where, that at " translations" and 
" distances" the said editor is one of the 
cutest lads, in all North America. 

That I republished certain well writ- 
ten remarks from the Advertiser, without 
saying from what paper they were taken, 
is also true. It was owing to inadver- 
tence. This injury also 1 would repair ; 
and I do so now, by acknowledging, that 
the remarks in page 139, No. 9, of volume 
second of the Examiner, were taken from 
the aforesaid Boston Daily Advertiser. 

Having thus done all the justice now 
in my power, to this querulous editor, I 
hope it may be permitted me to say, that 
1 spurn the imputation of having been 
guilty of " an illiberal practice," with 
that just contempt, which the pitiful and 
illiberal imputation merits 

INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 
Lettbk from the Attorney General of the United 
States to the District Attorney of Mastaehusctts. 
Washikoton, july 23, 1814 



receive your letter of the 16th of this 
month. I perfectly agree with you, that 
the intercourse which, in general terms, 
you describe as taken place on the part of 
our citizens with the enemy's ships of 
war upon the coast, is, unquestionably, a 
high affront upon the national sovereignty. 
It is altogether incompatible with a state 
of war. Whatever of necessary business, 
growing out of the belligerent state, is to 
be transacted with the enemy, should be 
transacted under the sanction of the go- 
vernment. Any other doctrine might 
lead to consequences too palpably mis- 
chievous to be countenanced by any sound 
views of the public safety. To the high- 
est powers or government alone dors it 
belong to make war. To the government 
alone does it belong to carry it ori. To 
its exclusive authority is negotiation 
committed, whatever character it may as- 
sume, whether in involving the highest 
interests of the nation at large, or merely 
those matters of subordinate individual 
concern which spring up as unav bidablj 
concomitant to a state of national hostility. 
The legal operation of the act declaring 
war, was to put the subjects and citizens 
of the two countries in the condition of 
enemies towards each other. The slight- 
est intercourse of trade between them, is, 
hence, forbidden. All property detected 
as the subject of such trade, is forfeitable 
under the general law resulting at all 
times and to all nations, from a state of 
war; and which this nation appiopriated 
to itself when it became belligf rant, as 
indispensable to its operations, its duties, 
and its safety. 

Much more subversive of these ends 
might it prove, if our citizens lie suffered 
to hold, without the license of public au- 
thority, personal intercourse with the ene- 
my; to visit at pleasure their fleets, while 
actually invading our waters and threaten- 
ing our towns. Such conduct constitutes 
an encroachment upon the attributes de- 
legated to government, and which, under 
the theory of our constitution, should be 
exercised only by the executive branch, 
as a necessary incident to executive au- 
thority. The government that passively 
and promiscuously permits this encroach- 
ment, must agree also to surreader its pow- 
er of self-preservation. The citizen who 
imagine* himself at liberty to embark in 
the violation, must have a limited and er- 
roneous sense of the obligations that should 



DriAU 8ia-»~I have bad the honour to I bind him. The forecast of the former. 
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Cannot fail to nercefvc, that It too obvi- 
ously conlcrs the means of doing mischief 
to tfuifcr il (o stand excused by any subse- 
quent allegations or an unexceptionable 
or lauilable motive, and should cut off re- 
mote and probable dangers by a strict in- 
hibition of every species of such inter- 
course, under whatever pretences attempt- 
ed. The latter should hesitate at taking 
a step so susceptible of abuse; which 
might open a door to pernicious imitation; 
and which, whatever its genuine or harm- 
less complexion in this particular instance, 
|s t-.ttcniated to beget suspicions unfavour- 
able to his intentions, and hazardous to 
hi* Tame. By the art of * o il ;i?ie.>u«ly 
repaSing to the hostile snips, ne sepa- 
rates Himself from his country ; identifies 
himself fur the time being, with its foe; 
ami by exhibiting himself npon their 
decks without the stamp of uiUionul per- 
mission, is liable, under first impressions, 
to be viewed by both the oue anil the 
other, as in a garb of doubtful innocence. 
He gois unshielded and unknown. If 
Any one citizen may rightfully repair to 
tl >e enemy for any purpose which he 
-c oosot either sincerely to avow, or ficti- 
tiously to set up, all must be allowed to 
claim a participation in the same indul- 
gence. Thus, an evil disposed person, 
veiling a malignant and treacherous in- 
4eutioii under cover of these excursions, 
••with no limit to their number, and left to 
Jhis own choice of circumstances and time, 
may become the destructive bearer of in- 
iormalua) and plana, to work the ruin of 
liis country. These remarks are concei- 
ved to be founded upon principles intrin- 
sically sound, because inseparable from 
the safeguard of the commonwealth, anil 
that must hold out the strongest titles to 
assent, in every dispassionate mind. The 
policy of other nations, has adopted the 
method of a flag of truce from the govern- 
ment or its known agents, when inter- 
course is to lake place with an enemy, 
vhich serves as an universal symbol, that 
it is under public permission, and for law- 
ful and necessary purposes. That the ci- 
tizens of the United States, during a war, 
should lie all at once absolved from this 
ancient, cautionary usage; that they 
should be freely allowed to substitute 
their own will for that of the government; 
p-tssmgtotheenemy'slineeortofteenemy's 
sni )B, for objects innocent or fatal, at their 
o\v u loose discretion, seems as Irreconcil- 
able to reason, as it is opposed to the 



maxims of prodsnce that have heTetbfbr* 
regulated the couduct of contending na- 
tions. 

In reply to your request for my opinion, 
as to what course it might he proper to 
pursue towards persons who go on board 
the enemy's ships hovering upon our 
shores, without any previous license deri- 
ved from public authority, i t>eg leave 10 
state : 

That I think such intercourse should, 
in every case, tie regarded as importing a 
strong prima facie intention of guilt. It 
raises a presumption of designs adverse to 
Ihe country, and favouiit.g the em my, 
which til mid noi »>c passed over without 
a scrupulous inquiry, on the part of those 
functionaries who are charged with the 
punishing justice of the laws; and It be- 
hoves good citizens to lie assistant to the 
magistrates upon all such occasions. IT 
there be reason to think, that, under the 
guise of some specious or inoffensive pur- 
pose, any improper information lias been 
conveyed by direct or indirect, but intel- 
ligible means of communication, or any 
supplies been furnished, and the compe- 
tent ev idence of such fact or facts can be 
obtained, it is obvious that the parly 
stands embraced by the constitutional de- 
finition of treasou, in giving aid to the 
enemy, and should be proceeded against 
accordingly. 

If no evidence exist, or he dfseoveraMa* 
to this effect, it may be asked, is the bare 
act of thus going on board punishable by 
indictment under our existing laws ? 

I am not prepared to answer this ques- 
tion in the affirmative. Good men may 
undoubtedly be fount! going on board for 
entls that are innocent ; however, in the 
view of a wise and safe policy, indcj»en- 
dent of any law, its impropriety could 
scarcely fail to strike every intelligent and 
patriotic mind. But there may (lossihly 
be room ftbr fearing, and if there be, it is 
deeply to be regretted, that those who 
slight the unsophisticated verdict of the 
public feeling, in making the*e visits, may 
have been looking with a more anxious 
discernment inlo the presumed defects of 
our existing jurisprudence than consulting 
under enlarged and unbiassed estimates of 
duty, their own paramount obligations as 
members of the social body. It is true 
indeed, that under my views of the sub- 
ject, no statute has yet been passed by 
congress, looking particularly to this kind 
of conduct, or establishing it by speoiiic 
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definition ts to independent crime. Ik two hundred capital infliction ; thectV, 
must be admitted, that the act of the 3d' as the regular and melancholy fruits »f 



of January, 1799, entitled, An act for the 
punishment of certain crimes therein spe- 
cified, or the more recent one of the oth 
of July, 1812, for the prohibition of trade 
with the enemy, cannot be considered as 
having contemplated the particular spe- 



uich a system, and as authentic lights ts- 
ajre ua, imprinting more of human bio id 
unou the gibbet, than is known to th >. 
same extent of population in any other 
(tonion of Europe. Against the iucor »o- 
ratjou of such a code, even with the limt- 




of penal laws, they could now be made believe also, that this opinion has l»rt n 
Sufely to emhrace it. At the same time, adopted, partially, at least, by the high- st 



it will be conceded that there exists full 
power to prohibit and punish specifically 
such intercourse as an integral, primary 
offence. The high exercise of legislative 
authority which made the United States 
a belligerant, necessarily invested the 
Jiody corporate of tlieir government with 
the resulting powers necessary to a state 
of war ; which poweta, 1 cannot doubt 
m.iy be called into activity in detailed ami 
positive acts of legislation, at the discre- 
tion of the same authority, and made co- 
e.t tensive with the exigencies and dura- 
tion of tlie war itself. 

In what manner this kind of intercourse 
With a public enemy may Ik? punished at 
•mere common raw, it is 'not necessary that 
I should inquire. l T pon this point if I 
must express an opinion, premising that it 
is of no more value than that of any other 
individual, 1 must declare that 1 do not 
■think the common law applicable in such 
a case, to the government of the United 



judicial tribunal known to the constitu- 
tion,* although I 'observe that you spe-.k 
doubtfully u(kmi this point, considering ft 
not yet ultimately at rest, lu ord< r, 
therefore, to warrant proceedings agVmst 
a party, under the systematic and regular 
course of a criminal prosecution by indict* 
tncnL, 1 confess it does appear to me, that 
the act for which he is to be so iodictcj, 
should be marked dojvn> and the penalty 
affixed by some statute of congress. 

If no punishment can be superinduced 
through the medium of an indictment, \t 
may next be asked, is there no other mode 
in which the party can be rendered ob- 
noxio'p to legal animadversion ? Is he to 
run no further risk than thatof beiug made 
captive by trusting himself in the enemy s 
power? a risk winch, on the presupposi- 
tion of his intending to favour the enemy, 
it is idle lo advert to ? Is an act, the ab- 
stract and universal impropriety of which 
must exist, as it would seem, in the con* 



States. I should feel regret at supposing, j victions of every unclouded understand- 
that any official functions of which 1 may jog, and, as we would also think, be traced 



recognize the obligations, implied the ne- 
cessity of my withholding the expression 
of this opinion. I do not think that a fe- 
deral republic like ours, resting upon, as 
its only pillars, the limited political con- 
of district and' independent so 



in characters as legible upon almost every 
heart ; is such an act to he passed ovtu* 
without any notice from the magistracy ; 
thereby, in the absence of all correction, 
inviting its endless repetition ; to the dis- 
paragement of that fidelity which should 
-vereign states, drew to itself, by any just J W" 1 - »n its sacred ties, the citizen to the 



implication, at the moment of itscircuin 
scribed structure, the whole common law 
of England, with all or any portion of its 
'dark catalogue of crimes aud punishment : 
a code which the more liberal and hu- 
mane wisdom of later days — the labours 
•of the Romillies and the Benthams follow- 
ing the more ancient strictures of a Black- 
•stone and a Hale — has been aiming ever 
"since to free of its fierce and sanguinary 
features : a code, which, among the vast 
variety of actions that in a complicated 
community human frailty may be betray 
cd 



mblic, to the signal disrepute of our citi- 
zens themselves, in derision of all law, 
and to the manifest danger of the state I 

To these more imnortant questions, -I 
feel happy in not being obliged to give a 
negative answer. I think, that every 
private individual who is seen to thr o*r 
himself upon the armed and invading foe, 
without the knowledge and permission of 
his government, should be arrested and 
taken before the proper judge or court. 

•In the ca«ft of the United ^tntes njjrufist 
Hudson and Goodwin, supreme court, United 
butts, February 1813.. . 
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That if Una cannot be done with a view] rity of the former system, as the only 
to prosecute him by indictment, it at leas I source of the remedy. It appears to me, 



may be with a view to lay the foundation 
ol a charge on which he may be bound <n 
sulficient sureties to his good behaviour. 
For such intercourse with the euemy, puis 
liim under a suspicion so strong, that the 
law should be actively awake. It lies on 
(he direct road to treason ; seems an ap- 
proximation to it, opening at once every 
facility to its commission by taking the 
first and natural step. If no crime, in the 
moral scale, has in fact tieen perpetrated, 
/which we are bound to admit may be the 
case, such verisimilitude of criminal in* 
tention is held out, as should put the party 
upon his excuse. And this, as I appre- 
hend, not by his own mere voluntary as- 
severations, but under the more authentic 
ceremonies of a judicial scrutiny and 
•auction. If he can make out, by unexcep- 
tionable testimony, his innocence ; that 
is, if he can show that during all the 
.while he was in communion with the en- 
emy, he did nothing, or uttered nothing 
that would bring him within the pale of 
treason ; or If he can show that some in- 
vincible necessity compelled his going, 
the judge, as the law now stands*, would 
probably exercise a discretion in direct- 
ing his discharge. On the other hand, if 
there be no such repellent proof, 1 should 
presume that the bare going on board be- 
ing fixed upon him, would authorize his 
being held to his good behaviour. The 
amount of security to be demanded, 
of course regulutcs itself, under judicial 
discretion, by the previous habits anil 
standing of the party, which might serve 
to give cause of greater or less suspicion. 
It will be seen, that in this course, no de- 
parture is implied from the rule of law, 
which requires the proof always to follow 
up the allegation ; since proof of the sub- 
stantive act, which must always in the 
first instance, be adduced of going at mere 
private instigation to the enemy while in 
armed array, is to be the standard of en- 
forcing against the accused, this species 
of preventive justice. Nor can he rea- 
sonably complain of being laid under this 
restraint, when, by his own imprudence, 
he has given such cause to suspect that 
lie will perpetrate a crime. 

It may perhaps be said, that as this 
hiding over to good behaviour 'is a pro- 
cess at common law, and not particularly 
prescribed by any statute of congress, to 
pursue it would be to recognize the aulhg- 



that such an objection is susceptible of a 
ready and obvious answer. The right 
to bind over, I take to be the necessary 
adjunct to the right to indict and punish 
the principal crime. It is, as it were, 
the accident inherent in the substance. 
Treason itself being forbidden and pu- 
nishable by indictment, it becomes neces- 
sary that 9 step, which, until fully ex- 
plained away, verges so closely upon 
treason, should b* followed up by this in- 
cipient restraint, so strictly comprehended 
within and related to the power of final 
punishments. The voluntarily rushing 
into the enemy's camp, is to be consider- 
ed in the light of a first probable com- 
mencement of that train, the entire series 
of which is, in sound construction^ already 
declared to be a crime by <the constitution 
and the law. To wto it its consummation, or 
the progressive stages of its development 
might be to render the parent statute it- 
self little less than a dead letter. Its ex- 
istence may surely be anticipated where 
violent presumptions are afforded, and 
the arm of the statute be reached out, in 
indispensable extension of its efficacy to 
ward off, to check, to extinguish the first 
movements towards the criminal deed. 
The power to punish by established and 
known means, must draw after it the 
power to prevent, by derivative and kin- 
dred means. The less must be compre- 
hended within the greater of its own qual- 
ity and its own kind. Any other princi- 
ples of construction would be over-scru- 
pulous and rigid, would be against all just 
reasoning u]K>n judiciary powers, and 
might be in danger of paring down the 
statute of treason itself, to a few naked 
and abortive words. 

The doctrine which goes to exclude the 
common law of England, taken as a ge- 
neral system, from the criminal jurispru- 
dence of our country, has never denied 
it a prevalence and force aub otodo. It 
has been adopted in universal practice, as 
the incidental guide and hand-maid to 
our own acts of positive legislation. The 
very institution of a court by congress, 
necessarily implies its investiture with 
certain powers known at common law, 
fundamental to the discharge of its func- 
tions. How but by the aid of parts of this 
auxiliary code, incorporated by inference 
and deduction upon our own statutes ; 
iiow else could the statute of treason ; how 
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•could anyx>ther statute of congress which 
creates an offence and authorizes a pu- 
nishment, be executed ? The shaping of 
.the indictment ; its caption ; the form and 
body of its phraseology ; the legal idea of 
■the offence ; the rules of evidence on the 
trial ; those applicable to the jury, to the 
carrying into effect the sentence upon 
conviction ; those and various other pow- 
ers, are taken to be implied the moment 



must seem so plainly an incident to every 
court clothed by congress with powers to 
try and punish crimes. 

1 am informed, that this power ef bind- 
ing over, has had, as matter of undiarm- 
ted authority, the sanction of the chief 
justice of the United States. That in a 
case which recently occurred before him- 
self iu the district of Virginia, of a charge 
or treason, the proof being insufficient as 



that we are furnished by congress with a to the overt acts, he dismissed the .dden 



statuary definition and punishment of a 
crime. Upon this foundation have the 
courts of the United States acted as soon 
as an offence has been thrown upon 
their general cognizance, without waiting 
for acts of after legislation, as their war- 
rant for the observance and enforcement 
of these collateral attributes to the chief 
jurisdicton. But tlien such jurisdiction in 
chief must first have been conferred ; and 
in this I take it, lies the true distinction. 
In like manner, the right to bind over 
to the peace or good behaviour, is an an- 
terior attribute of juridical authority, ap- 
plicable to all offences known to the 
English code. Whenever, therefore, our 
-own statuary code recognizes and pu- 
nishes an offence, it must adopt such an- 
terior attribute as it has done all others 
that are merely collateral, the statute of 
^congress when once passed taking to it- 
self e~very incident that ought to move 
within its principal orbit, and which is ne- 
cessary to its complete effect. Care, in- 
.deed, must be taken, that \> here the pow- 
er to bind over is drawn forth, the cause 
of suspicion must have direct and fair re- 
lation to some offence which our ovrti 
statutes actually forbid. In no other way 
can there be laid a just ground- work for 
its exercise. If, for example, a citizen 
hy* menaces, by laying in wait, or by any 
other indications, had given probable 
cause to sus|iect that be meditated vio- 
lence upon tlie person of a> foreign am- 
bassador, he - ought, I think, to be re- 
strained by this previous interposition. of 
the law, the offence itself being punishable 
by a statute of 'the United States. .But if 



he had barely given cause to think, that gress alone to regulate. 1 will here just 



he designed to introduce popery into tl 
country, his hands could not be thus tied 
up, the silence of our own laws viewing 
this as altogether harmless, however it 
may be treated by those of England. It 
would be easy to multiply illustrations 
under this head, but ( am aware I have 
already dwelt unnecessarily upon what 



dant without any recognisance to appear 
and stand his trial : -but was neverthe- 
less of opinion that circumstances justified 
his being held to his good behaviour:; 
and, bail not being at hand, committed 
him to prison. In this case lite parly had 
been on board -the British skips iu the 
Chesapeake. 

In bo part of any of the foregoing obser- 
vations, already 1 fear in danger of swclh 
ing to too much length, have I introduced 
the question who for a grand jury would 
be strictly called upon in every case to 
find a bill for treason against a citizen, 
founded upon the simple fact of his going 
of his own accord on board an enemy's 
ship wnile invading our waters ; and cou> 
sideling this mere fact as proof quite suffi- 
cient of such an overt act, as to put him 
upon his trial and defence, perhaps how- 
ever, if the proof stopped without advan- 
cing any further, the petit jury might he- 
sitate at a verdict which would fix upori 
the party the heavy penalties of treason. 
1 abstain from enlarging upon this point ; 
though, surely, than the contumacious 
and unexplained repetition of such sus- 
picious visits, more violent presumptions 
of the guilt of treason could scarcely be 
laid before the judgments and consciences 
of jurors. In the mere fact of going on 
board without permission from the go* 
vernment, no matter in what way at- 
tempted to be justified or palliated, were 
made in every case a misdemeanor, pu- 
nishable by line and imprisonment, it 
would perhaps, he most effectual toward* 
putting an eud to such reprehend ble in- 
tercourse. But this is a subject for con- 



mane a remark, that if at auy time a boat 
should be seen to put offfrom an enemy's 
ship invading our waters, aud be making 
towards our shores without the exhibition 
of a known symbol of truce from our own 
government, or from the enemy, I do not 
see what is to prevent our land or navaf 
officers iu the vicinity firing upon such 
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boat ; anil, until the appearance be ex- 
plained, incorporated with (he force and 
intentions of the enemy. TbU I presume 
is a hazard which the party making the 
private visit, agrees to take upon him- 
wlf. 

1 have taken the liberty to express my 
opinions in the course of this letter with 
less reserve, under the satisfactory con- 
sciousness, that, if ever any of them 
sliouid be thought worthy to be acted 
upon, whatever errors they contain will 
be corrected by the superior and autho- 
ritative learning of those judges and 
courts, who confer such dignity upon the 
judgment seats of the union; and to the 
controling wisdom of whose decisions I 
shall ever be found amongst the foremost 
to pay reverence and submission. 

I have the honour to lie, with great re- 
spect, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH, 

Attorney General Untied Stales. 

(by authority.) 
PROCLAMATION'. 
By Daniel D. Tompkins, governor of 
the state of New-York, general and 
commander in chief of all the militia, 
and admiral of the navy thereof. 

Whereas an extraordinary occasion ex- 
ists which renders a meeting of the If gia- 
lature expedient, I do, therefore, by these 
presents, convene the legislature of this 
state, to meet at the capital, iu the city 
of Albany, on Monday, the twenty-sixth 
slay of September instant, at ten o'clock 
inthe forenoon, then ami there to delibe- 
rate and decide upon such matters as the 
public good may require. 

In testimony whereof I have hereun- 
to subscribed my name, and affix- 
ed the privy seal of the state of 
Npw-Vork, at the city of New- 
(L. 8.) York, the first day of September, 
in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Daniel d. tompkixs. 

By 'his excellency the sormwr, 

RoBT. TlLLOTBON, Prfv. SeC. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Harrisburg, August 27, 1811. 
The recent destruction of the capital of 
the United States, the threatened and pro- 
bable conflagration of the metropolis of a 



sister state, and the general threatening 

aspect of affairs warranting the opinion 
that an attack is meditated by the enemy 
on the shores of the Delaware: the go- 
vernor, to guard against surpr.se am: t> 
have ready an efficient force of freemen 
to repel the enemy in case of such an 
event, orders and directs the militia, gen- 
erally, within the counties of Philadelphia, 
Rucks, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, 
Lancaster, Dauphin, Lebanon, Berks, 
Schuylkill, Lehigh, Northampton, and 
Pike,*(in addition to those drafted and 'de- 
signated for the service of the United 
States, under orders uf the 22d July, who 
are already subject to the orders of Ge- 
neral Bloomfield) be held in readiness to 
march at a moment's warning, to such 
place as may be named in subsequent or- 
ders that will issue, if the exigencies of 
our country shall require. 

The several, brigade inspectors within 
their respective Iwuntts, are commanded 
to execute promptly this order. The 
generals ami other officers are urged to 
assist in the providing of equipments for 
the men. Those for whom arms cannot 
he found within the respective brigade 
bounds, will, it is presumed be furnished 
by the United States at the place of ren- 
dezvous. 

It is confidently hoped the ardour and 
love of country which pervades the hearts 
of Pcnrmylvanians at the present alarming 
crisis, will induce many to form themselves 
into volunteer corps, and immediately to 
march for Philadelphia. It is thus a 
proper spirit to resist an intolerant fee 
will be ovinced, and many difficulties ob- 
viated. The governor promises himself 
the satisfaction of meeting there an host, 
nerved with resolution to live free or die, 
in defence of their liberty and tbeir coun- 
try. He will act with them in any capa- 
city for which his talents shall fit him. 

SIMON SNYDER, 
Gore mor of the annmonwmlth of i 
N. B. Boilgai:, Aid-dc-Camp. 

STATE OF JYEfT-JERSF.Y. 
H E A D-Q.U A It! K RS. 
Trentm A r . ./. 29th, Aug. 1814. 
The demonstration* of the enemy must now 
evince to every reflecting man, a determined 
hostility to the freedom and independence of 
America — That tbeir proposition fur peace is 
insidious, designed to lull us into security, and 
paralize the efforts of the nation. The Gothic 
barbarity exercised iu the demolition of pub- 
Hie edifices unconnected with war, 
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their envy and hatred of our prosperity, and 
the practical freedom and independence of 
our government. We have no choice left btit 
submission to a haughty unjust foe, or manly 
resistance. If the enemy are n >t at our own 
doors they are at our neighbour's, affording us 
at once admonition to be in readiness, and 
time for preparation. It behoves us, there- 
fore, to avail ourselves of this circumstance, 
to put ourselves in a posture of defence. The 
commander in chief therefore solemnly calls 
on the whole body of the militia of the state, 
to prepare themselves with every weapon of 
defence within their reach, to turn their im- 
mediate attention to perfecting themselves 
in I be art of war— to be in readiness to march 
on the shortest notice, to protect every thing 
dear to freedom — to shield their wives and 
their children, their fire-sides and their altars, 
from the ferocity of a barbarous army, collected 
from the out casts of Europe, and the filth of 
the* Wdtt India islands, and disembogued on 
our shores, for the purpose of compelling the 
free born sons of America to absolute submis- 
sion to the will or a proud, unjust nation, a 
corrupt ministry, and a profligate prince. 

The commander in chief enjoins it on the 
commanders of divisions, brigades, regiments, 
.battalions, squadrons, troops and companies, 
to use every exertion within their power to be 
Sn readiness for actual service. At the same 
time be has to Inform them that he has used, 
and is now using, every means within the 
compass of his resources to snpply the defi- 
ciency in munitions of war, and which will be 
brought into action in a manner best calcuta 
ted for practical use. The commander in 
chief thinks it scarcely necessary to remind 
kUc intelligent militia of New-Jersey, that 
the invaluable legacy of our freedom was 
transmitted to us by the patriots of the revo- 
lution, that it is a pious duty to their me- 
mory to preserve it unimpaired, and transmit 
it as a patrimonial inheritance to our children. 
We have reason to believe that the same just 
and beneficent Deity that preserved our coun- 
try amid the perils and vicissitudes of the re- 
volution, will still save it from the malignant 
vengeance with which it i« at this time threat- 
ened. Should we for a moment hesitate to 
suffer privations, abandon our imaginary pur- 
suits of wealth, suspend political dissentions. 
- and unanimously draw our swords with an un- 
alterable determination never to sheath them 
until our country is safe, we are unworthy 
the high title of freemen and fit oniv for 
slaves. WILLIAM S. PENNINGTON. 



Duke of Erissae 

Kichrlieu 

Rohan 

Luxembourg 



4 PARIS. PAPER OF JUNK 7. 

The following it the list of peers appointed for 
life by hit Majesty, io compote Ike house of 
psers of France : 

Archbishop of Reims Duke of F.lbcruf 
Bishop of Langrcs Monthazon 



Chnlons 
Dvikeof U^s 



Trenioiile 



Montemarte 

St. Aignan 

Noailles 

Aumont 

Harcourt 

Fitz-Jamea 

Brancas 

Valentinois 

Fleury 

Duras 

La Vauguyon 
PrasUn 

la Rouchefon- 
cautt 

ClennontTon- 
nere 

Cfioiseul 

Coigny 
Prince of Bcnerentum 
Duke of Croy 

Broglie 

Laval Mont* 
morency 

Montmorency 

Beaumont 

Longes 

Croix d'Havre 

Poliguac 

Levis 

Maille 

fiaux Tavanne 
La Force 
Castries 
Noailles Prince of Poix 
Duke of Odeauvilic 
Prince of Chalais 
Duke of Serent 

Plaisanee 
Prince of Wag ram 
Marshal Duke of Te- 

rcnteai 
Marshal Duke of El- 

chingen 
Marshal Duke of Alba- 
fera 

Marshal Duke of Cas- 

tiglioue 
Marshal Count of Gou- 

vion St. C yr 
Marshal Duke of Ka- 

guea 

Marshal Duke of Reg- 

gio 

Marshal Duke of t'o- 
negtiano 

Marshal Duke of Tre- 
viso 

Count Abrial 

Count of Barral, Arch- 
bishop of Tours 

Count Barthelemy 

Cardinal of Bayonnc 

Count of Beanbamois 
Beaumont 
BartholcL 



Count of BoiiroonTilftj 
Barbe-Marbois 
Boissy d'Ai villas 
Bourtier, Bishop 
of Evreaux 
Duke of Cadore 
Count of Canclaux 
Casa Bianca 
ChasseloupLau- 

bat 
Cholet 

Clement de Bis 
Coland 
Comudet 
of Aboville 
of Agucsseau 
Marshal Duke of Dantr 
zic 

Count Dovoust 
Demonl 
of Croix 
Dedelay d» 

gier 
Dejcan 
of Embarrere 
Depere 

DestuttDe Tra- 
cy 

of Harville 
of Baubersaert 
Bedouville 
Dupont 
Dupuy 
Emmery 
Fabre a la 
Fontanes 



AI- 



Gasscndi 
Gouvioa 
Rem in 
of Jaucourt 
Journu 
Klein 
Lacepcde 
of Lamartilliem 
Lanjuinais 
I ia place 

of la four Mau- 



Lccouteun 

toleu 
Leburn, oT Ro- 

chemont 
Legrand 



Lt.moir I troche 
del' Espinasse 
of Mallevilte 
of Montbaden 
of Montesquieu 
Pastoret 
Pere 

Marshal Count Perig- 
non 

Count of Ponteeoulant 
Porcher de Ri- 



Rnnipou 
Rcdon 
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.Count of Saint Vallier 
of Segur 
of Seiuonville 

3IarshdJ Count Serru- 
rier 

Count Soules 
flieo 
Taschcr 
Thevenard 
Valence 

Martial Duke of Val- 

. my 

Count of Vahois 



Mau- 



of ViUe 
Vimar 

Volney 



Hanzy 



Count Maisson 

Decile 

La tour 
bourg 
Duke of Feltre 
Count Belllard 

Curia] 

Viomenel 

of Vaudreuil 
Marquis BaiUy of Cms- 
sol 

of Harcourt 
of Clermont 
Cfallerande 
Count Charles of Du- 



Oub condition — As long ago as the 
14th of May, it was asked in the Exami- 



" Will England be moderate and reasonable in 
bcr demands ? Already the instrument* of ail- 
ministration express their hopes that she will ; 
nay, that the allies of England — of that Eng- 
land who helped litem to escape from the tyranny 
of Bonaparte, will insist that the shall treat im, 
who joined against them, with lenity and kind- 
ness ; and that if she docs not, they stand ready 
to tfuarrel and go to war aoainst k.nol *.\u 
roa. us. To such deplorable, maniac fancies, 
are these miserable wretches now redueed. And 
yet they are as pert, as self-sufficient and super- 
4cilio»8 as ever ; and the staring eyes of ideot 
wonder gaze upon them with as much stupid 
Admiration as ever ! God help us, when the rulers 
•of the nation give themselves up to such fanta- 
sies, and the nation gives -itself up to snob rulers ! 

Again-—" But shall we have a pence at all ? 
I doubt it- I am willing to allow that now that 
Bonaparte is gone, Mr. Madison will probably 
rush as precipitately into a shameful peace, as he 
did into an unnecessary and ridiculous war. But 
.1 very much doubt, whether even that will be 
allowed him. Soon I feel certain it will not. 
TV hy should it? 

Again— " England is neither so wicked, nor 
so good, as she has been represented. 



than that those against whom they are to be di- 
rected, are as notorious for their imbecility, a* 
they are contemptible for boasting and bragging. 
It may be said, however, that if they despise 
the American administration, as well as they 
may, they know, nevertheless, that the Ameri- 
can people are brave, resolute, desperate ; and 
and this consideration may restrain them. They 
know this, I admit ; and they would be restrain- 
ed by it, I believe, if tbey did not also know 
that this same people have yielded up their judg- 
ments, with idolatrous devotion, with the most 
persevering, superstitious obstinacy, to the 
guidance and management of democratic imbecil- 
ity and idiocy. Even the cowardly Philulinet 
were not afraid to rush upon Samson, when they 
saw him reclining, shout of bis strength, in Uz« 
lap of DclilcJi." 

These things are not brought to the re- 
collection of the reader, from that egotis- 
tical pride, which is the sure indication of 
a coxcomical author ; but to show that a 
mere newspaper editor, humble and diffi- 
dent of hi* opinion, -was able to foresee, 
by simply reasoning from the constitution 
of the human mind, the events which ac- 
tually happened three or four months af- 
terwards. I wonder what the democrats 
would have said, if, in 1812, it had been 
proposed to make me president of the 
United Statea ? And yet little as they 
think of me, and justly enough J allow, 
it turns out that the editor of the Exami- 
ner would have been a better president 
of the United States than James Madi- 
son 1 It is an uudoubted fact The 
evidence is U|K>n record. I understood 
matters infinitely better than Mr. Madi- 
son did. Now I beg that it may be un- 



4>ac, I am free to declare, that I expectant lit- derstood, t na * I *™ not a candidate for the 
tie moderation, or justice, or magnanimity from presidency. But I do nevertheless take 

permission to insist, that a man who is 
proved to have been utterly, beyond all 
comparison, more unfit to he president 
than me, is beyond all doubt most con- 
temptibly unfit. 1 have, first and last 
urged many reasons to prove Mr. Madi- 
son's unfitness; hut this I think is the 
most conclusive of all. 

But Mr. Madison is president ? Mr. 
Madison — who has mismanaged every 
thing— who has done nothing right— who 
can do nothing right. This man who 
can neither raise nieu aor money ; 



Again in the Examiner of May i« — "And so 
feeling a* they do ; so excited as tbey are by re- 
*entmcnt and even detestation ; so impelled by 
-notions of interest; and beholding in this coun- 
try a boasting, gasconading administration, so 
contemptibly imbecile, as to be unable to defend 
its own territory from invasion, or even its for- 
.tified post* from capture, although they promised, 
and were idiots enough -to consider themselves 
equal to. the con<iuest, the " rapid" subjugation 
of all the territories of the enemy, when those 
territories hnd little if any thing more than the 
same scanty means of defence which were calcu- 
Jated simply for a peace establishment : what 
have we to expect t» What stronger impulses can 
we conceive of than interest and revenge, a man- 
ifest interest, a just revenge ? What stronger as- 
of their being completely atlunabie, 



Digitized by Go 



THE EX 

who, when he had both, could make no 
good ose whatever of them ; who, as eve- 
ry body at length believes, will never be 
able to make any good use of either or 
both ; this man is president. As entirely 
deprived, as he is utterly unworthy of the 
confidence of the American people, this 
man is president. This man who in two 
years has hurried us thus far on the road 
to ruin, with no attendant but disgrace, 
this man is president, and what is worse, 
must continue to be president until March 
1817 I Three long, long years, sufficient 
for our utter and total ruin and destruc- 
tion. Will he not learn ? Alas ! he is 
too old, too obstinate. What then ? Must 
we endure him? Reader, did you ever 
see a stone rolling down hill ? When you 
saw it half way down, still rolling, did it 
ever enter your mind, to doubt that that 
stone must inevitably go to the bottom, 
if not stopped ? And can yon doubt that 
the same stupidity, imbecility and folly 
which have precipitated us more than 
two thirds of the way down the hill of 
perdition, will drive us quite down if they 
be not stopped ? Mr. Madison will com- 
pletely and entirely ruin the United 
States, if he is permitted to remain in of- 
fice for three years more. Is it to be 
borne? Shall we be the mean, sycophant- 
ic, suicidal slaves to bear it ? What ? 
Hopeless and unavoidable ruin ? Ruin, 
jdain, palpable, with its grim and grisly 
visage staring upon us, at every turn we 
take ? Shall rve bear it, or shall Mr. 
Madiso/i and that phantom Gerry, resign 
to make room for some fit man, whom the 
senate may appoint president of their 
body ? There are men in that body, there 
is one man at least in that body, fit to 
govern any country under heaveu. We 
can get in this way, in one single 
month, we can get a president, under 
whom the men of the nation would rally 
with all the enthusiasm and vigour of 
new-born hope ; and to whom the capi- 
talist* of the United States would cheer- 
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fully lend their money, because they 
would kuow that provision woulJ he 
made for its faithful re-pay meut. Mr. 
Madison and Mr. Gerry must rrhios; 
The safety of the nation is of infinuely 
more importance than their thirty thou- 
sand dollars. 

Congress assembles on the 10th. Let 
the people, without distinction of p ir ! y, 
join in a declaration to him, that he muoT 
resign. Let a memorial instantly be cir- 
culated demanding his resignation, and 
that of Mr. Gerry. Let confess be in- 
structed to insist u]M>n his retiring. And 
if he will not, when the united voice of 
the people thunders in his ears, let him 
be impeached, and thus removed.' He 
has committed offences enough for im- 
peachment. Take the articles exhibited 
against Hull ; alter names, places and 
dates, and the impeachment is drawn »_>. 
And as for Gerry, let him be president 
one day, and my life upon it, he will be 
impeachable, either for acting wrong, if 
he does act at all, or for not acting if he 
should, as is most likely, not know what 
to do. 

Unless Mr. Madison and Mr. Gerry go 
out, we are lost. 

We may, possibly, in the moment of dan- 
ger, raise a little money ; but it will be „ 
squandered as the hundred millions have 
already been. And we may raise men ; but 
they will be under a management which 
has already sacrificed the capital of the 
United States ! 

It is a serious, a solemn, an awful tact, that 
among the lowest classes of society, there is 
such a conviction of the incapacity and imbe- 
cility which enters into the conduct r.f our 
military aflairs, that men will not. they dare 
not enlist. Eveu with the enormou* and nn- 

- 

heard of bounty of one hundred and twenty- 
four dollars, and one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, and thrown as they arc out of em- 
ployment, scarcely able to feed themselves, 
they bare not enlisted, and they will not, they 
dare not. It appears to them like selling life, 
not service; selling blood, not sweat. Here 
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is the cause why the army is so disproportion- 
cd tri the population of the United States. 

But suppose hunger drives wmn, notwith- 
standing what they feel, into the army. 
They have no confidence { and it is a mere 
miracle if they fight (ire minotes. Brown 
and Scott have by unwearied pains brought 
some to do it But where else have we such 
generals. 

Bat suppose soldiers raised, suppose tlicm 
willing to fight ; they roust eat. tnd how are 
provisions to be got ? they mu«t be paid for. 
And where is the money for that ? Gone ; and 
no more to he had. The last lean failed even 
before the fall of the capital. Will it succeed 
How ? It is madness to hope it. Mr. Madison 
can get no monoy. The government is broke 
—and it has broke the banks— it has destroy- 
ed the circulating medium Is it expected 
that the men who have frightened the uation 
by their imbecility, who have made it bank* 
rupt by their ignorance of finance — is it ex- 
pected that these will restore us ? that these 
will be able to obtain cither men or money ? 
4 British tinny of at least fifty thousand vete- 
rans, has arrived and is on its way. In the 
south the slave population will most probably 
take up arms ; in the west the savage hordes 
will swarm to the British standard. Havoc, 
plunder, ranrder. and desolation, await us. 
The folly which has brought these down upon 
os at a moment of national bankruptcy, is not 
to be longer trusted. It is self murder to 
trust it ; it is to sin against God and our coun- 
try to trust it. Mr. Madison most resign. 

Is there yet however a hope Of peace ? Can 
We promise ourselves any tiling from negotia- 
te n ? Then, in the name of God, let not Mr. 
Madison be the negotiator. Hated, detested, 
despised, by our enemies, h.k will no more be 
able to negotiate than he his been. Do you 
want proof ? How long have his five ambassa- 
dors, like a corporal's guard, been parading 
round the court yards of Europe in vain ? 
Long enough to have a British expedition fit- 
ted up and sent hither to soccced in destroy- 
ing the capital. The abettor of Bonaparte 
will never be negotiated with, till be consents 
to surrender the country, as he has the me- 
tropolis. 

If from negotiation 



ministration of Rufus King, long ntH dent, 
teemed and admired while minister in 
land, and it would not be utter folly, as now it 
is, to expect any thing from negotiation. 

In whatever view, therefore, we place the 
subject, there is no hope for the country, if 
Mr. Madison and Gerry do not go out of of- 
fice. Let us forget the distinctions of party. 
The republic is in danger ; it totters on the 
verge of ruin ; the enemy are upon us. Let 
every man arm himself; the war which the 
British mean evidently to carry on, is a war 
of plunder and robbery. The Hate of Alex- 
andria is sufficient o assure us of that. The 
federalists will as bravely fight an invading, 
plundering, merciless enemy, as they boldly 
and virtuously execrated a wicked and an un- 
necessary war. The democrats lore their 
country. I do not doubt. If they will but 
agree to do their endeavours to put out out 
present incapable leaders, the whole nation, 
united and enthusiastic will inarch forth to 
meet the enemy, and expel the presumptuous 
invaders from our shores. 

But if this union does not take place, and 
unless Mr. Madison retires, it will not. wo to 
our nnhappy devoted country ! Under him, do 
what wc may, wc never can prosper ; under 
him "even hope is destroyed." We may as 
well die by the sword, as by poison. If we 
can hope no safety from valour because folly 
directs it, we may at least find tranqnillit) m 
submission. 

Fellow citiaens ! I speak as in the pre- 
sence of our God. The anion cannot conti- 
nue to stand, if Mr Madison continues presi- 
dent. The states must and will seek safety 
in such peace as they can separately make. 
I have touched this topic with a throbbing 
heart and a trembling hand. I will speak no 
further Of it. But reflect upon it, I conjure 
you. And let Mr. Madison if he have yet 
the least love of country reflect upon it. The 
union is already virtually, substantially di»» 
solved. It was formed lor the general pro- 
tection, and it is unable to protect any part. 
The duties of allegiance and protection are 
reciprocal. Those who may have peace if 
they choose, will not prefer hopeless, unavail- 
ing, ill conducted war, to peace. 

What should prevent any state from doing 



it trom negotiation we can reasonably hope what the island of Nantucket has already 
my thin* bit it be conduct under the ad- ^ done for it. wfety and quiet. And who blames 
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Nanfacket for doing what her unprotected 
condition obliged her to do ? 

in one word, if soldiers are to be raised, if 
onr property is to be protected, if the union 
is to be preserved, if any of these objects are 
worth our ami ty, Mr. Madison mist resign. 
And if he do not the curses of our latest pos- 
terity will and ought to follow him. 

Read here Americans ! Read and an- 
swer, whether ever nation had two such 
merciless enemies as l?»e United States 
How have in Great- Britain and Madbon. 
The first plunders us without remorse, a ud 
the other seems iucapable of pointing a 
single musket at the robbers. 

F-fitn the Georgetown Federal Republican. 

FORCE IN THE POTOMAC. 
A naval force, consisting of six ships, has 



virtue and patriotism. The time to examine 

the conduct of our rulers and to speak of the 
manner in which wo have been betrayed, 
will be after the enemy is drawn off, and hag 
retired. We dull content ourselves lor the 
present with savin;;, that bin one sentiment 
hi expressed upon this subject. 

C*py of a Idler f rim ike Mayw of Alexandria 
to the Ma-for nf Georgetown. 

Dear Sib — KiicioNcd is a copy of the terms 
proposed to the common council of Alexan- 
dria, by the commanding officer of the squad- 
ron now lying before tin* town, to which Uiey 
vv.ire compelled to submit— I believe the/ 
will certainly go to Georgetown and the city*. 

Very respcctiiillv, your obedient servant. 

CHARLES SIMM. 

His Mujtsty's ship Sea- Horse, 

OJf' .timatulria* Aug. 1814. 
Gvxtlemkn — In co-.i-t qucucc of a denota- 
tion yesterday received from the city of Alex- 
andria, requesting favourable terms for the 
sall-ty of the city, the undermenttoued arc 



ascended the Potomac. On Saturday even- the only conditions m my power to .offer. 



in£ they reached Fort Warburton, ami com- 
menced cannonading it. The officer in com- 
mand, on their approach, evacuated and blew 
up the fort, without firing a guu ; and this, 
as he states, in consequence of express orders. 
Alexandria is tints in the power of the foe, 
who demand the surrender of aM property, 
except household furniture, and threaten to 
destroy all the shipping in the ha.bour. 

Alexandria camtclated.— Since the above 
was in type, we have read the articles of ca- 
pitulation which the corporation of Alexan- 
dria was forced to submit to. The citizen"? 
of that place resolved, in town meeting, that 
there was nothing left for them, but to make 
the hest terms they could, since they wire 
abandoned by the government and left en- 
tirely defenceless. The mayor of that city 
has informed the mayor of this town, that 
the enemy would no doubt proceed up the 
Potomac and make the same demands which 
be was forced to accede to. Tne enemy is 
teow coming up and is in full view six miles 
off. It H sufficient to >ny Georgetown can 
and will be defended. Unlike her unfortu- 
nate sister town, her situation admits of effec- 
tual resistance by the local militia, and the 
troops from Virginia already come in to their 
assistance. But whether through the inca- 
pacity and criminal neglect of the govern- 
ment the town can be defended or not, our 
brave and proud mayor would lose his right 
arm rather than submit to the imposition of 
degrading terms of capitulation. For our- 
selves we can oidy say that we hare publicly 
and repeatedly said, that we would prefer to 
have our house and office converted to a heap 
of ruins, rather than witness the degradation 



The town of Alexandria, with the excep- 
tion of public wo, ks, shall not be destroyed, 
unless hostilities are commenced on the part 
of the Americans, nor shall the inhabitants be 
molested in any maimer whatever, or their 
dwelling houses entered if the ibllowiug arti- 
cles are complied with : 

Art. 1. All naval and ordinance stores (pub- 
lic or private) must be immediately delivered 
fup. 

4 J. Possession will be immediately taken 
of all their -hippiug, and their furniture must 
be sent on board by the owners without de- 
lay, 

3. The vessels that have hr^cn sunk, must 
be delivered up in the stale they were on lie 
ll'th of August, the day of the squddrou pac- 
ing the Keltic Batumi 

4. Merchandi-»e of every description nvist 
be instantly delivered up, and to prevent any 
irregularity that mignt be committed iu iiw 
embarkation, the merchants have it at t he.hr 
option to had the vo xels generally employed 
for that purpose, wheu they will be tutted off 
by us. 

5. All merchandise that have been re 'no- 
re J from Alexandria since the 19th instant, is 
to be included lu the above article. 

6. Refreshments of every description to 
be supplied the &hips, and paid for at the 
market price, by bills ou the British govern- 
ment. 

7. Officers will be appointed to see that 
articles No. 2, 3, 4, ant! 5, are strictly com- , 
plied with, and any deviation or non-compli- 
ance, on the part of tiie inhabitants of Alex- 
andria, will render this treaty null aud void. 

I have the Itonour, kc. 

JOHN A. GORDON, 
Captain of Iiis Majesty's ship sea-Horse, 



of a town distinguished tor its public spirit, T* the Common Council itf' Alexandria 
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DEFENCE OF GEORGETOWN. 

JI-' i>ast 7, P. M. — Several of the enemy's 
vesr--i* are in sight five miles from tlie town. 
The troops of the town, and between 3 and 
400 Alexandrian* who marched in from the 
country this afternoon, are drawn up in order 
of battle to receive the enemy, should he at- 
tempt Vu. place. 

•The officers waited on the president incon- 
sequence of the arrival of the secretary of 
war. and signified their determination to re- 
sign their commissions, unless they received 
an assurance, that Armstrong should not be 
suffered to interfere with heir arrangements. 
This as.su ranee was given by the president. 

LATEST FROM ALEXANDRIA. 
AVjw n'efock, P. M— -The enemy is busily 
engaged in loading their vessels with the pro- 
perty obtained by the capitulation. In the 
article of flour they are very particular to take 
such only as please* their palates. They 
throw into the Potomac all that is not fresh 
and ?weet. It is supposed they will be em- 
ployed several days in filling their ships with 
booty. Ail their proceedings are in full view 
of the city heights, and within a few miles of 
Mount Vernon* where rests the remains of 
the venerated founder of this republic. — 
Shade of our beloved Washington look down 
upon your poor, suffering, humbled, bleeding 
country ! Will there be no attempt to cut off 
tin *e ships as ihey descend the narrow passes 
of the Potomac, and compel them to disgorge 
their plunder? Are there no cannon, no fur- 
naces, no ammunition, no men ? A bounty of 
121 dollars and no men to throw a few red hot 
shot at 2 frigates and 4 small vessels, with not 
in .-ire than :»00 marines to land ? Are there no 
troops and no munitions of war after the mil- 
lions that have been borrowed and squander- 
< d / There are, but tbey arc on tlte takes in 
Canada. Admiral Cockburn was told in the 
cily the night of the conflagration " if Wash- 
ington were alive yon could not have done 
this." No, said the adjniral, •* we should not 
bare been at war, nor would he have lelt his 
«*;ipltal defenceless for the purpose of making 
rouqucsts abroad." Had the Stonington to- 
nes been at Fort Warhurton, Alexandria < 
va.nld not have been abandoned to the cue- I 
niv, any more than Washington could have 
been betrayed bad a King or a Marshal been 
at the head of the nation. 

DUTCH CONSTITUTION. 

(CONTINI'BD raost PACK 248.) 

64. The states general assemble at least 
oiK-e a year and afterwards on the convocation 
ot'tlie sovereign prince, as often as he judges 
necessary. The ordinary session is opened 
on the 1st Monday in November. 

6j. The opening ot the assembly of states 
general is made by the sovereign prince in 
,v .^cm, cr by a commission in hi> behalf. It 



is closed in the same manner, when be judge* 
that the interest of the state docs not require 
that the assembly should be Isugcr convened. 

66. The direction of the assembly of states 
general is entrusted to a president, appointed 
by the sovereign prince from a list of three 
persons made by them, in the interval be- 
tween the opening and the closing of the ses- 
sion of the said states. The states general 
flypoint their own register. 

67. The states general decide on all mat- 
ters by t' majority of suffrages. 

68. The *ates general shall deliberate up- 
on all the proputitions made to them by the 
sovereign prince atftd shall transmit their de- 
cision by a commission. 

Assent shall be expressed according to the 
following form : ** The status general of the 
United Provinces of the Low Countries ex- 
press their thanks to the sovereign prince for 
the zeal which he has displayed for Che inter- 
ests of the state, and assent to his proposition." 

If the proposition is not accepted, notice 
shall be given to the sovereign prince accord- 
ing to the following precedent : 

"The states general of the United Provinces 
of the Low Countries express their thanks to 
the sovereign prince for the seal which be 
has displayed for their interests, but they re- 
spectfully entreat hirn to take the subject of 
his proposition into further consideration.*' 

69. The states general have the right to 
submit propositions to the sovereign prince, 
and they shall transmit them by a commis- 
sion. 

70. The detailed estimate of the expenses 
of the state transmitted by the sovereign 
prince to the states general, must necessarily 
receive their assent. They will then delibe- 
rate upon the modes proposed for raising the 
money, 

71. The scheme transmitted in regard to 
the finances by the sovereign prince to the 
states general, at the commencement of their 
first ordinary assembly is divided into two 
heads. 

The first contains all Uic fixed and determi- 
nate expenses, which iu the ordinary course 
of things ar» particularly relative to a state 
of peace, and ought consequently to be plaecd 
upon a stable footing. 

The second contains the extraordinary and 
unforeseen expenses, which, particularly in 
time of war, ought to be regulated according 
to circumstances. 

The first head, once approved by the states 
general, is established, and to undergo no alte- 
ration, unless some article of expense shall be 
changed or cease entirely. 

The second head is assented to for one 
year. 

72. All sums of money are to be exclusively 
applied according to their appropriation. 

The sovereign causes to l<e made to tlte 
states general a circumstantial report of th» 
application during the succeeding year. 
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TI1E PROVINCIAL STATES. 

73. There shall be Provincial Slates. 

74. Their constituent members shall be 
regulated according to the analogy of the pre- 
sent fundamental law by the sovereign {trince, 
who names from every province a commission- 
er to aid him with their advice. 

75. The duties of the states are regulated 
(without, however, violating the dispositions 
which are established in that respect by the 
present constitution) according to- such regu- 
lations as they shall judge necessary, and those 

1 by 



shall be sanctioned by the sovereign prince 
in case they meet his approbation. The 
completion of these regulations shall consti- 
tute their first occupation. 

7G. There shall be in all the provinces 
commissaries of the sovereign prince under 
such denomination as he shall judge expe- , 
dient ; he furnishes them with the instruc- 
tions which he judges requisite for the exer- 
cise of the authority given to them by this 
fundamental law. 

Tftese commissaries shall preside over the 
assembly of the states as also over all the 
colleges which may bo nominated by them in 
conformity to the dispositions of the article 93. 

77. Titer* shall be in the provinces noble 
or equestrian corps, whose rules shall be such 
as they may deem expedient, without, howe- 
ver, violating this constitution, and if they 
meet his approbation, shall be sanctioned by 
the sovereign prince. 

The first assembling of these corps, and the 
admission to them shall be in conformity to 
orders to be given by the sovereign prince. 
These corps shall establish their regulations 
immediately after their first meeting. 

78. The municipal councils of the cities 
shall be composed in such manner, and invest- 
ed with stich powers as shall be judged ne- 
cessary according to the regulations which shall 
be made by the existing municipalities, or by 
particular commission to be named f a 1 that pur- 
pose by the sovereign prince (without prejudice 
to this constitution.) 

These regulations are transmitted by the mu- 
nicipalities or by the commissions to the Mates of 
the provinces, who, after having discussed thcra, 
shall submit them for the sanction of the sove- 
reign prince. 

79. There shall be introduced into all the 
cities electoral colleges, such as anciently existed 
among many of them. They shall he convoked 
once in the year by the municipal cmncil for the 
paly purpose of filling by competent persons the 
vacancies in the magistracy which have happened 
iu the interval. 

80. The places that shall become vacant in 
the electoral college dial I be fdled by the plu- 
rality of sutfrages of all the citizens who pay in 
the direct taxes a certain sum, to be determined 
in each city by a parish regulation. Each of 
these citizens gives his vote o.ve in the year, by 
ballots duly signed and sealed, which the munici- 
pal council shall cause to be oolleate:! at the d> 

of the votsrs. 



81. The administration of the seigniories, div 
tricts and villages shall be put upon a footing 
which shall be deemed mutually compatible with 
the particular circumstances of each of them, ttu» 
interest of the inhabitant* and the right* of those 
interested, and according to further regulations 
to be drafted by order of the states which in cus* 
they are approved, *hall submit them to the ra- 
tification of the sovereign prince. 

82. The raeoibcrs of the provincial assemblies 
shall take, upon their entry into their office* 
(taWi according to tlie ceremonies of the religion 
he processes) the following oath : 

" I swear (promise) to maintain in the first 
place, and before any thing else, the constitution 
of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, 
to follow and observe the laws made or to bo 
made for this province, also to contribute to the 
utmost of my power to the welfare of this pro- 
vince. So help me God." 

After having sworn to the foregoing oath, 
they are admitted to the follow ing : - 

" I swear (declare) that I have not, for being 
nominated member of the slntes of tilis province, 
promised or given, and that, I will not promise 
or give directly or indirectly, to any person 
whomsoever, in office or out of office, nnd under 
what name oc pretext soever, any gift or pre- 
sent." 

" I swear (promise) to couform exactly to the 
tenor of the bill passed by the states general 
Dec. 10, 1715, against the accepting or giving of 
any present, gift or unlawful t reat- So Kelp mc 
God:* 

This oath is administered by the commissioner 
of the sovereign prince. 

83. The states of the provinces assemble at 
least once a year, and afterwards as often as the 
sovereign prince convokes them. 

They exhibit the expenses of their admi- 
nistration to the sovereign prince, who, in caso 
of his approving of them, carries them into tho- 
report of the expenses of the state. 

85. To the states of the provinces is referred 
the right of electing men i hers of the assembly of 
the states general, taken in or out of their own 
bruly, and as much a« possible from all parts of 
their provinces. 

86. These stales are entrusted with the oxecm 
tion of the laws and orders concerning the inte- 
rests of public worship, public instruction, chari- 
table grants, the encouragement of agriculture,, 
commerce, manufactures, and iu general of all 
that relates to the public welfare, a* soon as the vn 
laws and orders shall bo, for this object, trans- 
mitted to them by the sovereign prince. 

87. The authority and superintendence of these 
states in the direction of the hydraulic adminis- 
tration of their several provinces, are ascribed in 
chapter VII. 

83. To thfl raid states remains entirely entrust- 
ed the direction and decision of every thing which 
belongs to the ordinary inferior poiiee aud eco- 
nomy. 

They make for this object, us well as for the 
establishment of the duties, as for the nomination 
of persons to offices, such decrees aud regulations, 
as they judge cx;»«;liynl for the. greatest ndyan- 
U*.' of their i:,>:;:lit:!LVi'.\ t..v«isl-.'Ht w this 
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fundamental law,, apd under the approbation of 

the sovereign prince. 

89. They have the care that the transit through, 
the exportation from, and the importation to their 
piovinces from other?, shall experience no embar- 
rassment, as far as there huve not bwn made, on 
this subject, particular provisions by the general 
law?. 

90. They endeavour to conciliate amicably, 
differences between towns, district*, lordships and 
villages. If they cannot succeed, they submit 
them to the decision of the sovereign prinne. 

91. They cannot adopt resolutions contrary to 
the general laws, or to the general interest of the 
United Province* of Uie Low Countries. In such 
case the sovereign prince has the power to sus- 
pend these resolutions, and to render them of no 

effect. . 

9i They may represent the interest of their 
province and the inhabitants thereof, before the 
sovereign prince and the states general. 

93. They depute out <>f their body, if need ho, 
one or more colleges, composed of some of the 
members, lo conduct their affairs, as well during 
their >ittiug as during their separation. 

9L The governments of the cities, districts, 
seigniories ami village*, have, conformably to the 
Junor of their respective regulations, the free dis- 
posal of their domestic intercut*, and take in this 
behalf f uch local measures us circumstances may 
aire. 

! heir act, however, rao-t not be repugnnnt lo 
the general laws, uor to the general interest of 
the government. 

95. The regulation of local interests being left, 
in virtue of the preceding article, to the above 
mentioned local governments, they remain never- 
theless bound and obliged to submit to the states 
the statement nf their revenues and expenses, 
and to conduct in regard to them in such wise as 
the state shall see fit to order. 

'.'6. In so far as Intel may l>e necessary in ad- 
|IU »n to the ordinary resources, to answer the 
local expenses, the above mentioned governments 
u ill conform punctually U> the provisions made in 
this behalf by tu*,gHueral laws, ordinances and 
regulation* of finance. 

Before imposing tliesc taxes, they will trans- 
mit 'drafts of them* tn the states of the pro- 
vinces to be by them approved, annexing an ex- 
act statement of their necessities. 

In examining these, the states will be particu- 
larly careful tint the taxes petitioned for, do not 
burden the free importation and transit of the 
productions of the soil, uor the product* of the 
industry of other provinces, cities or places, more 
than those of the place itself where the tax is im- 
posed. 

97. The states transmit the statements of the 
revenues and expenses, after having approved of 
fhem, to the sovereign prince, who, if he thinks 
It, may demand, as well with respect to these 
statements, as to those of all other acts of the lo- 
cal governments, such explanations as he shall 
judge proper, and may suspend or reader ineffec- 
tual such acts, if need be. 

As to the examination and closing of the ac- 
counts of the local governments, the sovereign 
prince prescribes the requisite formalities. 

98. The governments above 



the right of representing before the sovereign 
priiice and the state of the provinces tjie interest* 
of those under their administration. 

CHAPTER IV. 
or ivvricB. 

99. Sentences are rendered, and justice done, 
through the whole extent of the territory of the 
United Provinces of the Low Count rie«, in the 
name and on behalf of the sovereign prince. 

100. There shall be introduced a general code 
of civil law, of criminal law, of commerce, of the 
organization of the judiciary power and of the 
mode of procedure. 

101. To guaranty to tlie inhabitants of these 
province*, the inestimable prerogative* of civil 
liberty and individual security, the following 
rules shall form the basis of the'lcgal provisions . 

a When an inhabitant is arrested in extraordi- 
nary circumstances by the political authority, lie, 
by whose order the arrest is made, is bound to 
giv e notice of it at the moment to the jud^e of 
place, ortd besides to deliver in the space of three 
days, the prisoner to his competent judge. 

The criminal tribunals are authorized and 
bound to take care, in these several jurisdictions, 
to sec thut this provision is punctuully observed. 

6 The judiciary power is exercised by tribu- 
nals established by, or in consequence of the pre- 
sent luudamental law. 

c No person can be withdrawn, contrary to 
his will, from the judge whom toe law has as- 
signed to him. 

d ( ouuscation of goods belonging to the guilty, 
cannot be irajiosed us a penalty for any crime. 

t livery criminal charge against any one ought 
to express the crime. 

/ All sentences ought to be pronounced in 
open court. 

KM. There shall be established a supr 
court of justice, under the uamc of the highc 
of the United Provinces of the Low Countries. 
The members arc taken as much as possible from 
all the provinces. 

»0J. The high court give? notice of every va- 
cancy to the states general, which to fill it pee- 
scats to the sovereign prince a list of three candi- 
dates, from which he make* a choice. To the 
sovereign prince belongs the direct nomination 
of the attorney general of the high court. 

104. The members of the a>.-cmbly of stntes 
general, the heads of the ministerial departmi nt. 
the meml>ers of the council of state, the eoOMtti*- 
sioners of the sovcreiga priucc pi the provinci-s. 
are amenable to the high court for flit offence* 
committed in the exercise of '.heir duties, They 
cauuot, however, be cited, lor such orfbnccs but 
after an express permission .iist grauud by the 
assembly of the states, general. 

105. The high court takes cognjzancc nttd 
judges of all common offences, committed by func- 
tionaries during the continuance «.f their cGir***. 
It takes cognizance likewise of all offences of the 
members of such other hi:,!! college- a:ul function- 
aries as shall be bereefu r determined by law. 

106. The high court prouounces upon all ac- 
tions in which the sovereign prince, the mem- 
bers of the sovereign family, or the stall appear 
as defendants. 

To bt eznch'dcd In our ncx'. 
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Court of Sessions. — The grand inquest for 
the body of the city and county of New- York, 
having met, they 

Resolved, That this grand jury fuliy approve 
of the patriotic sentiments delivered to them 
at the opeuins: of the court, by his honour 
the mavor : and that a copy of the same he 
requested for the purpose of publication •, and 
».hev also concur in opinion with the court, as 
to the propriety of adjournment at the pre- 
sent juuclure Of affairs. 

WM. BAYARD. Foreman. 

W'M. LAWRENCE, Secretary. 

The following is the address of his honour 
the mayor. 

(Jentlemen of the liraml Jim/, 

The situation of our country renders it ne- 
cessary to devote our undivided attention to 
its protection. Duties or paramount obi 
tiou w ill justify us in adjourning this court, in 
order that wc may with our f*M means, and 
to the full extent of our faculties, exert our- 
selves for the public defence. 

We shall therefore, gentlemen, dispense 
with your further attendanc e : but we cannot 
permit this opportunity to pass by without 
exhorting you, and through you the great body 
of onr fellow citizens, to act with that wis- 
dom and energy, with that fortitude and pa- 
triotism, which this most important crisis de- 
mands, and which the most sacred aud impe- 
rious considerations require ; and surely an 
occasion so extraordinary will warrant a devi- 
ation from the usual routine of judicial pro- 
ceedings, without implicating us in a violation 
of official decorum. 

Notw -ithstandiug the dark cloud which bang! 
over our country, there is nothing in the 
events which have occurred, or in the prospect 
before ns, which ought to create despair, if 
we are faithful to ourselves. The seat of our 
national government has been taken, and the 
enemy will no doubt follow up his advantages ; 
but it is not here as it generally is in other 
countries : the fall of the capital will not pro- 
duce the prostration of the country. Its en- 
ergies remain unimpaired; its resources in 
full vigour ; aud all that is requisite is, that 
the spirit of the nation should ascend to the 
emergency of the pressure, and that its physi- 
cal strength should be properly arranged and 
skilfully directed. 



Whatever diversity of opinion may exist 
with regard to the original character of the 
war, we must all agree that it has now become 
ou our part a war of defence. The enemy 
has officially announced his intention to do* 
stroy aud lay waste such of onr Atlantic towns 
and cities as are exposed to his attacks. Tho 
exactions on Alexandria, and the smoking 
niins of the national edifices at Washington, 
admonish us of what we are to expect if wo 
shall meanly succomb or ingloriously retreat, 
in such a cause, involving personal character, 
the welfare of otu families, the prosperity ol 
our country, and the honour of tua>2).: f ion. it- 
becomes tis nut to hesitate ahout Kf course. 
Whatever we may think, or whatever we may 
have thought of men aud measures, whether 
favourable or unfavourable, there can be. there 
ouaht to be, no difference of opinion, no colli- 
sion of action, when the safety of our count n 
is at stake. For her sake, tor the sake of all 
that is near and dear to us, let us sacrifice up- 
on tho altar of patriotism every feeling, every 
passion, every prejudice, every predilection, 
that may enfeeble resistance and impair ex- 
ertion. 

For this purpose, it Is necessary, absolutely 
necessary, that there should be at least a 
truce to the animosities of party ; that we 
should join hand and heart in the great work: 
of patriotic exertion; and that we should 
merge all personal, all local, all party consi- 
derations, in the great duties wc owe to our 
country. If thh is done with zeal, and in 
good faith, we have nothing to apprehend. 
This state alone can furnish lSH),fHX> men ca- 
pable of bearing arms. If but a portion of 
this force is brought into action, under judi- 
cious guidance, we can easily repel all hostile 
attacks ; but if. instead of put tint our shoul- 
ders to the wheel, we call upon Hercule* for 
assistance ; if we rely upon the energies of 
others, ami not our own ; if, like tho men of 
Athens, we go about iuqoi ring, what Dewsf 
instead of acting with vigour; and if, like the 
Jews of old, when the sacred city was besie- 
ged, wc commit ourselves to the furies of ci- 
vil discord, instead of warring against tho 
common enemy ; then, indeed, will wc bo 
unworthy of the name of Americans, and of 
the rights of freemen ; then will the hand of 
divine vengeance be upon us ; and then will 
the sun of American glory, which is now rapid- 
ly descending to the horizon, set in clouds 
and darkness, and be extinguished Ibrever. 

Let us, then, exhort you, when you go from 
this place, to prepare yourselves for the crisis; 
to arm and to discipline yourselves for the de- 
fence of your country, and to encourage all 
within the sphere of your influence, to follow 
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your example. If anv of you hare pledijed ' been sent there to meet the like fate ; that! 

r lives, your fortune, and jour sarrc.l ho- ' HS (o ,„ j o|l|1 „ aml - rnnaiU| 
nonr. in the support ol the present contest, let * ** 

inc tell vou, it is hi-ih tine youshouW redeem invasion had absorbed it nil ; and that ( 



▼our pledge ; and il an v of vou have not. let 
me also tell yon, that it is a sacred duty to 
make yourselves ready for the sacrifice, "in n 
cvi-rit shall become in-cessary. 

Besides preparing yourselves for personal 
services iu the field, there are other important 
benefit! which yon maj confer on your country 



the city and stale of New- York could 
raise men, or could get money for the 
purpose of their defence, il was more than 
he could; that they ought to know better' 
than to |iester him with intrusions of this 



Although much lib< raJity hat been manifested sorl ; nevertheless, if they were so foolish 



in pecuniary contributions— vet, tiny have 
been by no means proportioned to the ciner- 
g< ncy; and although unprecedented exertions 



as to apprehend danger, they had his gra- 
cious permission to raise men and s<pian- 



have been made in the erection of works of i ,| er money for their protection ; but that 
defence, yet much remains to he done. Exert 
tin n, all your influence iu calliug forth the 
n sources of our felloe riti/i n- for the defence 



in his estimation, blood and money would 

be shamefully wasted unless employed in 

endeavour with all your poorer I lhe j nV a 8 jon of Canada, 



of this city 

to extinguish tin spirit of parly iu the lo\e of 
country /^vVhep we carr} on a war against a 
fi'ieign foe, in t!i< <!i fence of our hre<ddcs and 
on i altar-, let us be at p« ace amotig ourselves. 
A free nation, animated by one mind, and n- 
siug iu the maje t \ of undivided »tr^ ugth, caj) 
m \ cr become the victim of Subjugation. 

And it is to be ardently hoped, that we shall 
repel by onr conduct on this moraeutow oc- 
casion, the imputations which n malevo- 
lence has endi:avuured t<> f'a>t« ii upon n- — that 
we are a natiou of talkers and Uusters ; that 
we are great in professions, and i ma!l in per- 
formance, and that we are notable to protect 
our own IndependeiM a. 

As for ourselvr^. p atli men, v* e shall not al- 
ii .npt toanmse yon by a parade of specious pna- 
fcuuons, which have become *tale, immraiiiua 
and dfrjru<-tiiur ; we are sensible of the import- 
ance of our duties ; and. with the bb «'ing •>;' 
heaven, we .shall cudcavniir to discharge them. 

BEMJ11KS. 
While Mr. Madison and his feeble 
cabinet were reclining, although encom- 
passed with dangers, in luxurious indo- 
lence at Washington, their tranquillity 
was one day unexpectedly disturbed by 
the mayor ami common council c»r New- 
York. A committee from this body had 
arrived lo inform the eruardiaus of the na- 



M He tolt! thorn in -le»rt, h" was horribly poor, 
Kick'd Yin nut of the palucc an J sl&uiuTd to the 

door." 

Having rid himself of (his obtrusive and 
troublesome committee, Mr. President re- 
clined himself on his sofa, laughing no 
doubt at the stupid terrors of our simple 
mayor and his turtle soup eating alder* 
men. And now how different was the 
conduct of a mere city corporation? from 
that of the cauiiu t of tin; nation! how 
difTerent were the scenes presented to the 
public \iew. a I V jton and at iN 

York. IN re. nothing but eagerness, ac- 
tivity and euthusitnun: tin re th" torpi 

118 im!>ecility, the ball and 
half alive langour of pale and sickly im- 
potence ! Here, possessed of no revenue, 
no credit, but such as might he derived 
from the city funds, and the character of 
lhe corporation for fair dealing and finan- 
cial knowledge; of no physical aid but 
such as might voluntarily yield itself to 
the public service, more than was expect" 



tional safety, that Ncw-Yorii felt itself (ed, all that could he wished was done, 
iu danger, and being unprotccttd, now • At Washington, on the contrary, they 
called for defence upon those who had w ho could command all the men, and all 



taken a solemn oath to exert the energies 
of the w hole uuion for the safety of every 
part. Graciously, most graciously, his 
excellency was pleased to reply, that as 
to men, he had none to order for our de- 
fence ; most of those he bad raised had 



the mouey of all the United States, were 
6lupified into inglorious inactivity, never 
once roused to exertion bv the reflection 
that an immense extent of seaboard was 
utterly ami entirely defenceless : unpro- 
tected either by soldiery or fortifications, 



been killed in Canada, and the rest had except the little of the latter, which bad 
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been principally' thrown up before the war. 
And now, to what conclusion are we to 
come ? Simply this : that the common 
counctf of New-York, electeil by their 
follow townsmen, to manage merely the 
affairs of the town, are proved to have 
formed, together with their mayor, a more 
correct idea of the public danger, and to 
have been more capable of providing to 
meet it, than our unhappy and guilty 
president, with a cabinet which ought 
to have been selected for its extensive 
knowledge and wisdom ! More, did 1 
nay ? while they foresaw and did every 
thing in human power, he foresaw and 
did nothing! It was only when the thun- 
der burst over his head that he was awa- 
kened from his enchantment ; and then 
he was awakened not to exertion, not to 
the desperation of the deadly combat, but 



pink of Virginia chivalry, James Madi- 
son ! Yes 1 The scowling judge ha* 
sworn it in his wrath, and the king of 
smiles will obey, if he dare. I say, if he 
dure ; because by that time it will be as 
universally believed, as it is now palpably- 
apparent, that the union and thestate,are 
governed by men utterly unfit to meet the 
peiils of the time. Struggle as we may, 
fellow countrymen, let us hug our darling 
but pernicious prejudices ever so fondly 
and obstinately, we shall all be obliged to 
confess, and the sooner the better, that 
James Madison and Daniel 1). Tompkinft 
;ire not the men for this crisis, for multi- 
tudes are already convinced, that with 
men like De Witt Clinton and Stephen 
Van Rensselaer at the head of the union 
and the stale, we should long ago have 
had either an honourable peace, or a vi- 



to infamous flight. What then ? Next fall, aorous and glorious war. 
our exoknave patriots will nevertheless I The knowledge, the conviction, the 
exert themselves to turn the leading and universal confession of this truth, is inti- 
RMMt active men of this common council naately and inseparably connected with 



out ; and next winter, the mayor and re- 



our fate. The abuse of men faithful to 



corder to whom we owe so much, because i their country, and who will now, by their 
they have acted so differently from Mr. Pre- 1 deeds show their superiority over our mi- 
sident, will by Mr. President's friend and scrahle sophists) our impotent word.non- 



pay master the governor, and his cronies in 
the council of appointment, be set adrift, 
that men like Mr. Madison may occupy 
their places, and he be no more shamed 
and disgraced by a comparison with 
mere officers of a city corporation. I re- 
peat it, the man, whose election to the 
presidency would have saved the nation 
from all the calamities and disgraces to 
which it has been, and during Mr. Madi- 
son's administration must continue to be 
subjected ; the man to whom, with his as- 
sociates, we owe so much of our present 
.strength, and I will add, security, will 
next winter fall a victim to our furious 
judge, and lovely governor, simply and 
merely, because he suffered his name to 
go forth as a candidate for the presidency, 
thus endangering the success of that mira- 
cle of executive wisdom and energy, that 



rSj the abuse of these men must cease; 
the talkers and smilcrs must be laid by. 
Those who have been so expert in flat 
tering our prejudices, have been found 
unable to protect our firesides. Gover- 
nor Tompkins was never found in scene* 
of danger; and President Madison fled 
precipitately from that in which he was 
caught. We must have other men tfian 
these. If we have not, we are ruined. 
Let us t:dk as we ma}', and let even his 
honour the mayor talk as he may, of our 
resources and our population, without 
M skilful guidance," we can only hope to 
waste them, as we have done. There is 
no vigour in the administration, there is 
no confidence on the part of the people. 
It is impossible, it is utter absurdity, ut- 
ter idiocy to hope, that so assailed as we 
are. we can succeed with such men as 
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v.e have now; men incapable of direct- 
ing, I say, because they have never failed 
in squander and dissipate the public re- 
sources. 

In substance, however, we have lately 
been told by divers good and worthy ci- 
tizens, and what has not a litllc surprised 
me, even by the mayor himself, that 

"Whatever wc may tbiuk, or may have 
thought, of men and measures, whether fa- 
vourably or unfavourably, there should noiv 
be no difference of opinion, no collision of ac- 
tion." 

I confess, there seems to me some ob- 
scurity in this passage. Do 1 understand 
his honour right ? la it meant, that we 
should now, because the war has, in point 
of fact become one of defence, and seeing 
that Mr. Madison is president, that we 
should now join in applauding the wisdom 
of that man and his measures ? That inva- 
sion should like the waters of Lethe, bring 
with it oblivion of all the folly and all the 
wickedness, to which this poor country 
owes its calamities and its perils. Why 
bo ? I ask, will our nerves be more un- 
strung, our muskets pointed with a less 
accurate aim at those who would burn or 
destroy our possessions, because we might 
happen to reflect, that these times would 
not have existed, had Mr. Clinton been 
our president? Is it indeed true, that we 
cannot fight the British, unless we give 
up opinions of men ami measures, delibe- 
rately, religiously and correctly formed, 
opinions which the w hole course of events 
has completely justified and confirmed ? 
1 hud thought that adversity was the 
school of wisdom ; and that he who can- 
not improve in that school, is beyond the 
reach of tuition. And if his honour real- 
ly means, that while events are passing 
immediately under our eyes, spreading 
calamity and distress on every side, we 
are not to learn from them, that so long 
as the cause of them exists, so long will 
their effects be repeated, I take permis- 
sion to dissent from his plan of natural 
education; and whatever ability I may 



possess, as a public teacher, shall codff- 
nue to be steadily exerted to inculcate 
this great truth, that next to the direct 
judgments of heaven, upon a sinful land, 
weak and wicked rulers are the causes of 
national calamity and disgrace. Anil 
that those who would relieve themselves 
from calamity, can only do it, by relie- 
ving themselves from their weak, and 
those who would avoid repetitions of dis- 
grace, can only do it by relieving them- 
selves from wicked rulere. 

Certainly, the spirit of party is to be 
deprecated, now and at all times. Con- 
tentions among ourselves are to be avoid- 
ed. And perhaps, after all, Mr. Mayor 
and myself do not disagree. If he means 
that the great mass of both parlies, inclu- 
ding their leaders, should be united in the 
public defence; that no doubt should he 
entertained, much less propagated, but 
that the men who have, while ranged un- 
der different parties, encountered each 
other with ardour in our election con- 
flicts, but that these men, are all true and 
firm in maintaining their national inde- 
pendence ; that whether federalists or de- 
mocrats, they are alike resolute and de- 
termined in their country's cause; that 
federalists should re|K>se confidently and 
entirely upon the patriotism of democrats, 
and democrats upon that of federalists; 
that even these names as well as distinc- 
tions should be abolished ; I am prepared 
to say amen, with all my heart. I have 
never been such a zealot, such a bigot, 
as to suppose a man not honest, not pa- 
triotic, because he was a democrat ; and 
I have often expressed myself to this 
amount. But I have nevertheless belie- 
ved, that this party thought much more 
favourable of certain men, than those men 
deserved ; and from that cause alone, 
much more favourably of the measures of 
those men, than those measures deserved. 
While therefore these democrats, honest 
and patriotic I allow, hoped from their 
men and the measures of their men, great 
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public advantage, it has been the 
of almost my whole life to say no, no — it 
is not so, and to explain why it could not 
be so. And now, when time, the great 
judge, who decides all questions, is pro- 
claiming the truth, shall I fail to call the 
public ear to his decisions ? Shall I be 
afraid, because it may anger and en flame 
the opposite party ? God forbid I should 
think so meanly of them. When they 
see the truth, they will cherish it. 
They are not more fond of ruin than we 
are, nor will they endure folly and imbe- 
cility longer than we shall, when they see 
it. Nor will they be so ungenerous, 
while they see us devoted to the coun- 
try's cause, as to take our council in evil 
part. They will not curse the tongues 
that speak truth, of those men whose arms 
they behold raised in the common defence. 
With these impressions concerning the 
men of the democratic party, I wish that 
in the organization of our defence, it may 
be merely asked, when a trust or appoint- 
ment is to be conferred, is " he honest, 
i3 he capable T* And God knows, if no 
questions but these had always been ask- 
ed, we should have been much better off 
than we are. 

Having made these remarks in relation 
to what may be considered the only ob- 
jectionable, or, speaking more properly 
perhaps, the only obscure part of the 
mayor's address, it is but justice to say, 
that its general scope and tendency is 
calculated to extort universal approba- 
tion. A stranger would hardly believe, 
that the writer of this address was, at the 
last presidential election, the competitor 
of that miserable being, who over the 
ruins of the capitol, like the 

44 moping owl, does to the moon complain,*' 

of the consequences of his rash war, and 
the effects of the impotence with which 
it has been conducted. 

I approve greatly of the magnanimity 
which caused Mr. Clinton, peculiarly cir- 
cumstanced as be is, to refrain from hint- 



ing at the true cansc of our misfortunes. 
But he deserves the greatest praise, while 
exhorting the people to rely upon God 
and themselves for safely, for abstaining 
from encouragiug the hope of assistance 
from the general government. It is in- 
deed necessary, Ave put our own 44 shoul- 
ders to the wheel," and no longer rely 
upon the little 44 Hercules," who has too 
long amused us by his vapouring at Wash- 
ington. He who flies by the light of his 
own city, will afford no protection to 
ours. 



RESOLUTIONS, 
Passed by the Convention of tlic Friends of 
Peace of Xcw-Jtrsn/, assembled at Tren- 
ton, on the 4th July, 1814. 

Deeply affected by the gloom which 
surrounds the destiny of these states, re- 
duced to n coudition so precarious, by a 
course of miracle not to be paralleled, this 
convention nevertheless, confiding in the 
final discernment and virtue of the people, 
do not despair of the republic. We will 
not confound the people and the men in of- 
fice. This convention is free to declare 
they believe the people, of whatever par- 
ty, mean the good and the prosperity of 
their country. It is to a virtuous and in- 
dependent body of citizens these proceed- 
ings are addressed. We are persuaded 
they will not uphold an administration or 
a set of men in office, if convinced of their 
unfitness and misgovernment. Errors and 
deceptions have been thickly sown, and 
produced the greatest calamities. Happy 
if becoming viise by our experience and 
misfortunes, we shall all at length per- 
ceive the cause of them— the weak, vio- 
lent and fatal measures of the men in 
power, and turn for redress as is done in 
such extremities, to a new aud better ad- 
ministration. W herefore 

Resolved, That at the ensuing election 
for representatives in congress, it be re- 
commended to the free electors of New- 
Jersey, to sup|K>rt with their united exer- 
tions, the following ticket : 

James Giles, Samuel W. Harrison, 
James Parker, John Frelinghuysen, Jacob 
S. Thomson, John N. Cumming, and al- 
so William B. Ewing, as representative 
in the congress of the United States, in 
the place of Jacob Hufty, Esq. deceased. 
To these, the country may couddently 
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look Tor (lie support of its true honour and 
prosperity. They will restore peace it* it 
can now be obtained without national de- 
gradation, or if war must be continued, 
they will not disgrace Americans : and 
in respect to representatives for the state 
legislature, this convention do earnestly 
recommend it to ttie people in each coun- 
ty, to hold meetings, make nominations, 
and use all diligence and prudence to pre- 
vent the re-election of the culiocalcs oftlu 



them, in order to save the country from a 
continuance in power of weak and wicked 
men — men w ho by breaches of the con- 
stitution, arbitrary power, useless taxes 
and extravagance, unnecessary and im- 
politic war, or any other mischievous j»o- 
(icy, threaten the ruin of the nation. K 
those w ho have got into office and govern 
as they will, shall contend that exposure 
of /Arm, and the abuses of their trust, whe- 
ther from folly or wilful measures of vio- 



nvar, and of such a ruinous course of poli- U nco and wrong, is " opposition to the 
cy; and in their places to return men country and the government," we repeat 
]inown to be attached to peace and to the our protest against such manifest arro- 
"Washington policy. gauce and instill to the common sense of 

Whereas, the right of the people to ex- mankind. Silence and passive obedience to 
press their opinions upon the conduct cf acts of folly, oppression and national 

ruin, never were and never ought to be 



jtun in office, their ability ami motives, 
brought into question, the persons now in 
office and their adherents denominating 
at " moral treason" and " enmity to the 
country" for the people to speak anil vote 
against them and their measures; as if in 
their ruinous and changing acts, opinions 
and policy, were to be found American 
liberty and independence. 

We the convention of friends of peace 
in New-Jersey, for ourselves and the great 
numbers of freemen whom we represent, 
«lo protest against such slavish and an- 
ti-republican principles. 

We hold it the first and most precious 
of all rights, that the piople enjoy perfect 
freedom of opinion, of speech, and of svf- 
Jrage. No matter rvho the men are, or 
what their measures, nor with what pre- 
tertces of purity, wisdom and patriotism, 
they claim power, or prosecute liieir 
schemes of policy and government: every 
citizen and every class of men in society 
may freely examine the conduct and abi- 
lity of those intrusted with their dearest 
rights, and act according to their honest 
-convictions. These rights arc so neces- 
sary and undoubted, this convention will 
not impair their inestimable value so 
much as to debate their existence or ex- 
tent. 

The people who elect men to office for 
the good of the country, mav, if their 
measures prove injurious to the common- 
•wealth, or, if believed incapable or cor- 
rupt, turn tJtcm out of office for the good 
of their country, and choose again. 

The means to effect this, necessarily 
make a part of their rights. These means 
are the liberties of opinion, of speech, of 
the press and of suffrage. They must all 
be used, and freemen have a right to use 



imposed upon the good people of these 
states. On this point, those are the real 
enemies of their country w ho support and 
countenance the opinion, that the mm in 
office are infallible, and gloss over their 
mal conduct and destructive measures, by 
calling such measures the "government* 
Those are the enemies of republican and 
pood government, who by threats, mobs, 
massacres anil abuse, endeavour to crush 
the freedom of speech and of the press, 
and prevent the people from removing 
from public trust those who abuse it. 

How- are the dreadful evils of power 
abused, and of a whole people falling into 
the depths of public and private ruin, to 
be averted, if to complain of, expose and 
constitutionally resist such men and mea- 
sures, is " enmity to the country V 

If the constitution is violated by the 
persons in office, the better to execute 
their schemes of legislation, and perpetu- 
ate their party and power, shall these 
acts pass into precedent and remain unre- 
dressed, because to expose the fact and 
the delinquent is " opposition to govern- 
ment V 

If the presitlent makes or interprets 
laws, arming subaltern agents with illegal 
instructions, giving them power over men's 
persons, property and lives, without trial 
by judge or jury, and the forma of legal 
procedure : 

If tnajorilies in congress, impelled by 
motives of party and passion, or govern- 
ed by implicit reliance on executive mes- 
sages, or acting under honest but errone- 
ous views of the public good, proceed to 
measures and persevere in systems strk 
king at the prosperity, and endangering 
the existence of the union : 
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If having power only to " regulate'' 
trade, congress should in a time of peace 
"by a law destroy it : 

If they should give away millions out 
of the public treasury for " foreign" ter- 
ritories, or obtain them hy " conquest," 
Ihrough the expense and horrors of war, 
v hen such accessions are disputed, worth- 
legs or of an encumhrance : 

If then they should erect these territo- 
ries into new states apposed to commerce, 
giving thereby a preponderance to a south- 
ern policy and- domination, most destrue- 



unexampled posture of preparation, espe- 
cially on the ocean — our own territories 
on all sides accessible to the approach of 
her fleets, giving our enemy at once the 
mastery of the preluded objicls of the 
war, "free trade and sailors' rights," al- 
most ruined long before war was declared 
by our own acts of folly and passion : 

If before the horrid evils of the war had 
set in, and before its declaration was ever 
known to England, that government re- 
moved the principal pretended cause, ami 
afterwards proposed an armistice, offering 



tive to the constitutional weight of the immediately to negotiate a- friendly set- 



ancient states, or any of them, and sub 
versive of their essential interests and 
prosperity : 

If when their country is at peace, and 
more prosperous th:sn any other nation in 
its commerce, yielding a revenue of six- 
teen millions, exceeding in amount any 
former year, they in that very year, (on 
a loose suggestion of the executive) with- 
out suffering debate, should arrest and pro- 
hibit alt trade, and that permanently, lay- 
ing up suddenly -fourteen hundred thousand 



tlemcnt of remaining complaints; if yet 
the men in power should nyct the armis- 
tice and negotiation, preferring to risk 
their country and all its rights and bless- 
ings upon the issue of the sword: 

If, instead of fortifying their harbours, 
ami preparing for defence on the sea- 
board, building ships of war and assailing 
the trade of the enemy, the men in power 
should leave the commercial towns aud 
populous districts on the seacost without 
troops or defence, and meditate plans of 



try beyond the frozen lakes of the north; 
expending in two years, one hundred mil' 
lions, in vain and disgraceful attempts to 



years, and nigh all our shi[»s, >> :ii and 
trade lent by such self-destructive mea- 
sures and Siicilices made to provoke Va]^- 
land, and aid the grand scheme of her 
enemy ; if then, after destroying the ob- 
jects of war ourselves, a majority in cou- 
gres3 should declare war for injuries done 
to ships, sailore and commerce, by Eng- 
land: 

If this war is declared, without notice 
to hundreds of our ships in foreign ports ; 
with revenue gone, our harlwurs and towns 
unguarded, without ships of war, men, mo- 
ney, miigaxines or preparation : 

If with state dissensions and clashing 
interests, divided councils, and against the 
wishes, opinions and remonstrances of mil- 
lions of the people, a majority in congress 
should be found so rash and lost to conse- 
quences as to risk, under such circum- 
stances, the union and great interests of 
these states, to the chance of war, when 
to defer the time and prepare the means 
was in its choice : 

If that war is declared against the most 
powerful nation in the world, in a most 



Ivns of shipping, with all their immense j conquest a thousand miles from the ocean; 
connexions and relations to industry and j the conquest of a cold and worthless coun- 
wealtli, on pretence of the possibility of 
losing a small part. 

If after these, embargoes and non-inter- 
course with the world are couiiuiu-d live jcunqner Carmda : 

If the itiin thus making this war and 
conducting it, should from the beginning 
conduct it without intelligence, vigour or 
sytwcm, IvdMi-d, defeated and disgraced 
l»y a few weak and almost defenceless co- 
lonists, unprepared (in the confidence of 
our friendship and justice) to resist the 
horrors of invasion, and bayonets pre- 
pared for their bosoms : 

If military commands are given by the 
president and his councils to men who, 
one after the other, without exception, 
prove laughing stocks for the world, sa- 
crificing the lives of thousands of brave 
Americans, by rashness ignorance or cow- 
ardice, and bringing disgrace on the Ame- 
rican name : 

If a scene of profligate and boundless 
waste of the public treasure ensues, unpa- 
ralleled in any country, and pervading 
every department and quarter : 

If we and our posterity, at the end of 
only two years, are involved in one hun- 
dred millions of new debts, by a disgrace- 
ful war : 

If all lliis has bean incurred by tire wen 
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in office, besides (he loss of as much more 
to private citizens, by I lie destruction of 
|>ro|>erly ami business, and yet not a sin- 
gle abject attained by them for the coun- 
try, unless the objects of the war were to 
aid the tyrant, feed" and enrich the ma- 
kers of it, and their official partisans, a;id 
to create new props to their power, by 
multiplying innumerable and insatiable 
band 3 of army agents, contractors and dc- 
jtendcnls on the war : 

If the Canadas remain unconquercd, 
and eveu our own territory and fortresses 
are possessed by our enemy : 

If our whole srafwird, and every river 
and inlet is blockaded, and our towns be- 
«x>nie the scenes of bloodshed, fire and ra- 
pine : 

If our frontier settlements Imve under- 
gone, and are exposed to the most dread- 
ful effects of savage warfare and retalia- 
tion for American invasion and cruelties: 

If our armies, notwithstanding the im- 
mense levies authorized by acts of con- 
gress, and the millions of money appro- 
priated for their enlistment and support, 
are diminislied and diminishing, whilst the 
war and the enemy are becoming more 
terrible : 

If our ships of war are blocked up and 
dismantled : 

If our gun-roats, merchant ships, let- 
ters of marque aud privateers, are laid up, 
captured or destroyed, with but few ex- 
ceptions : 

If our coasting vessels, packets and 
small crnfls, with their cargoes, are by 
hundreds made pri/.e of or burnt : 

If the militia of the several states, after 
all the treasure, taxes and loans spent for 
regular armies, are drafted, marched to 
the frontiers, made to perform garrison 
duty and kept posting from plaee to place 
for the safety of defenceless villages, at 
an expense of time, loss of public money, 
not to be estimated, and if this must be 
continued : 

If national bankruptcy is at hand, pub- 
lic accounts in arrear, to the amount of 
millions, concealed and even unlooked 
at, at the secretary at war declares ; the 
armies unrecruited, and military stores 
and magazines unprovided : 

If all the hopes and schemes of a short- 
sighted cabinet, from the success of a 
wicked tyrant over the liberties of Eu- 
rope, are terminated by his downfall : 

If the abused and deceived people of 
these United States, in every quarter, 



feel nothing but the pressure of taxes, of 
high prices, and distresses produced by 
the destruction or life, property and busi- 
ness : 

If these are to them the only fruit of a 
war which they were told should redress 
their wrongs and encircle us with cou- 
qucst and glory : 

If, looking b.ick, nothing is reviewed 
but empty promises, vain boastings, er- 
rors, slaughter, defeats and wastefulness ; 
and surveying the prospect before us, we 
find our country without a friend among 
the powers of the earth, all nations view- 
ing us as the confederates of the tyrant 
against their liberties : 

If we perceive an enemy, triumphant 
over the mightiest dangers, surrounded 
with glory and power, pouring her libera- 
ted ships and armies upon our defenceless 
waters and population, in an overwhelm- 
ing torrent of war, to meet our challenge 
and revenge injuries and aggression in 
time of her distress : 

If instead of pretended rights secured, and 
territories conquered by war, (with as yet 
scarce an effort of the enemy) our cabinet 
must supplicate and receive peace from the 
clemency of England, or fght on through a 
hopeless and fatal war, risking our very exis/- 
ence as a nation : 

If, the men, who by calumnies and popular 
delusions, wrested the administration of pub- 
lic affairs from the friends of Washington and 
his policy ; who promised more of republican 
purity aud moderation, more economy and 
equality, more ability to govern, more pros- 
perity at home and abroad, and less of sala- 
ries, offices, taxes, armies, navies and foreign 
entanglements ; have, on the contrary, pursu- 
ed the very opposite course : 

If these pretended patriots, intent chiefly 
on office, emolument, party ascendancy and 
power, have failed to perforin a tingle promise* 
or reform a single grievance complained of ; 
but by a baneful, visionary and headlong 
course of passion, folly and extravagance, 
have overturned the sure foundations of na- 
tional prosperity laid by Washington and 
the federal republicans of America, squander- 
ing away the blood, treasure aud securities of 
the nation, without object or attainment of 
one public advantage, to compensate for such 
a series and mass of evil : 

If ALL THESE ACTS and CONSEQUENCES have, 

in fourteen years, flowed from the men who 
changed the policy qf' Washington, and have 
pursued, and are now pursuing, and will per- 
severe in these courses of public ruin, (and all 
these grievances do manifestly exist,) then 
let it be asked, who is the "enemy to his 
country and her rights ?" lie who countenan- 
ces and supports such men and measures, or be 
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who won! J save it from entire destruction, by 
it-moving from trust such unworthy violators 
of the people's best interests and the nation's 
good ? 

This convention assert the necessity and 
the right of makiag such a change ; they re- 
solve, therefore, that all attempts to stigma- 
tize the friends of peace and reform, with dis- 
affection to their country, are violations of 
the rights of freemen : That all means used 
by the men in power or advocates of such 
destructive measures, ti intimidate the peo- 
ple, by representing their just complaints, 
under oppression and impending ruin, as fac- 
tious ami treasonable, are violations of pub- 
lie liberty, and if submitted to, public evils 
will he incurable, and the domination of weak 
or unprincipled men be perpetual. It being 
evident that to oppose bad men or measures, 
and to change them, is not opposition, but 
support of good government. 

This convention, therefore, do recommend 
to all their fellow citizens to assert their right* 
of opinion and suffrage, and if they believe 
fucA men and measures will ruin the country, 
whatever former questions divided them, to 
join in one common effort to change the ad- 
ministrations of the general and state govern- 
ments, as their ouly chance of relief from so 
many grievances. 

Whereas, the war, hitherto so disgraceful 
and desolating, was declared against the re- 
monstrances and opinions of a large propor- 
tion of the people of these states, and in all 
probability by a majority ; and whereas, in 
conducting it, the government has excluded 
the friends of federal policy, and of peace, 
who have no power or influence, and ought 
not therefore to be res|>onsiblc for the calami- 
tous events which such a war must produce : 
this convention, for itself and its constituents, 
do avow their most devoted love and attach- 
ment to their country, its constitutions and 
prosperity : they are oppressed with grief 
nod alarm at the dangers and distresses which 
encompass it : they yield to no clamorous 
partisan of the men in power, or senseless 
pretender to extraordinary patriotism, in real 
attachment to the honour and just triumphs 
of the American character ; and they are 
incapable of any sentiment or wish derogatory 
to the essential rights of the nation : but 
inasmuch as the acts of the men in power 
have been so destructive of both character 
and rights— as the friends of peace and the 
Washington policy are excluded from the 
cabinet councils, and possess no control over 
the administration of public affairs; as in re- ! 
gard to this war, they deemed it the most \ 
unnecessary, impolitic, wicked and destrnc- i 
tive measure ever ventured upon by a deluded 
and desperate party : as this convention and 
their constituents have no hope in the remo- 
val of public grievances while such men re- 
tain power and confidence, and as they can- 
not in duty to God and their conscience out- 
wardly approve what is most abhorrent to 



their feeling's and judgment— Therefore they 
deem it fit to declare, that they disregard the 
reproach of not volunteering their lives and 
fortunes in favour of this war : they have no 
lot in the councils of the war — in army com- 
missions and military commands; they un- 
doubtedly believe that under such men as rule 
in the cabinet and camp, no people, whatever 
their rights, their numbers or means, can 
ftroKjier in either peace or war. Those who 
made and advocate the war and the conductors 
of it, have not wanted numbers or means : 
though the instigators of it keep at a distance 
from danger, yet they have had the resources 
of a great and flourishing country — millions 
on millions have been at their disposal — in 
two years they have dissipated the whole on 
an inglorious and disastrous war, atid now call 
upon the opposers of such policy and conduct 
to join their desperate standard — to rush 
headlong into their ranks, and be led under 
their generals and commanders to disgrace 
and certain destruction. 

This convention, and the friends of peace, 
will obey the laws, will defend their country, 
if invaded, at every point, and neither in 
peace nor war yield any clear and essential 
right, it is a high consolation to the friends 
of Washington and his policy, that whatever 
of naval or military honour could spring from 
such a contest, it has beeu the result of fede- 
ral valour. But under such men as now direct 
the public councils, under such commanders, 
and for objects of conquest and injustice, this 
convention cannot but warn their fellow citi- 
zens, that if they are much longer permitted 
to misrule— if peace arid rights are not soon 
secured by a change nf administration, it may 
be too late for either peace or war to save 
our country. 

This convention do therefore resolve, that in 
their opinion the way to a treaty of honour 
and speedy return of peace to our abused and 
endangered country, is not to join in the cla- 
mours for war and blood, but to show our real 
desire for peace with K.ngland by re mo vie*; 
from our councils the agents and instruments 
of war. This convention is firmly convinced 
that England would have rejoiced in peace, 
and even yet, though aggravated to the la*t 
degree, misrht embrace it on honourable terms 
to our country, if she could proceed with 
confidence in the sincerity and honour which 
characterised the cabinet of Washington. 
Tntil that happy period arrives, this conven- 
tion recommend patience under suffering, a 
courageous spirit in defence of our country 
and homes, when invaded ; but remembering 
that all the precious blood and treasure which 
this war must cost, and all its awful conse- 
quences, are chargeable on the beads of those 
who encouraged and made it. 

PREPARATION FOR DEFENCE. 

On Saturday last, a town meeting was held 
in Faiieuil Hall, for the purpose of adopting 
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such measures as might be judged necessary 
Tor the defence of the town : the Hon. Judge 
Uawes, in the chair. The groat interest 
-which all fcit in the subject of the meet ins;, 
caused a very general attendance. A set of 
resolutions, which had been prewired by a 
■committee of the petitioners and others, of 
which the Hon. II. (i. Otis was chairman, was 
offered. The lion. Mr. Dexter, after a speech 



ving some resolution. The question for 'post- 
ponement being taken, was negatived almost 
uokiiimousiy ; alter which, the resolutions 
first offered." were unaniunnisly adopted. They 
are as follows : 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Wufrfas. in the progress of the present 
unhappy war, it has become manifest that 
the destruction of the public ships and naval 



of considerable length, in which he described ; arsenals in the various ports of the United 
"the danger as immediate and pressing, and Slates, is a principal object of the enemy, 
insisted on the necessity of an instantaneous and therefore, this town, m<t withstanding its 
-commencement of defensive preparation. ; , m ;f orin disapprobation of the measures which 
proposed a set of resolutions, which he rousi.- ),ave led to this calamity, and its endeavours 
tiered as higher aud more effectual in their i to avert it, may l>e exposed to danger from 
nature, than those already submitted; and an enterprise against the ships of war which 
moved that the consideration of the latter are now |y i iig in our port, without any adc- 



-fdiould be postponed, in order that those offer- 
ed by him should be first discussed. The 
•question being then upon Ihe motion for post- 
ponemcnt, the Hon. Mr. Gray addressed the 
chair, advocating, generally, the necessity 
for preparation, and for adopting toe ino>t 
•effectual means. Hoth these honourable gen- 
tlemen repeatedly declared, in the strongest 
and most pointed terms, their e«itire confi- 
dence in Governor Strong, aud their couvif - 
lion, that no man could, better than he. pro- 
vide for the interests aud safety of the com- 
monwealth. The H«»n. Daniel Sargent next 
spoke, and in his usual able manner, support- 
ed the resolutions first offered. The Hon. 
Mr. Otis followed, and in a speech convincing 
in argument, and eloquent in language, de- 
monstrated, that the resolutions prepared by 
the committee, not only proposed more than 
those of the Hon. Mr. Dexter, but nrovid 



da 



(piatc means of protection and defence fur- 
nished by the nalimial government ; and 

Whereas, we entertain a full confidence that 
the executive government of this common- 
wealth has been, and still is occupied in pre- 
paring all the means and resources, which are 
at its disposal, for defending this port and 
town from invasion ; and we moreover believe, 
that thc brave and disciplined militia of this 
and the neighbou ring counties, which are rea- 
dy at the shortest notice, to repair to any 
point of attack, will present to an invading 
foe. a superiority in number to any force, 
w hich is yet known to be upon our coast- 
Yet, as in times of great and imminent dan- 
ger, extraordinary exertion and alacrity be- 
come the duty of the citizen, and it may be 
acceptable to his excellency the governor to 
receive the assurance that the citizens of 
Boston, iu the "times that try men's souls," 
inueh more certain and less objectionable | are, as they ever have been, ready to aid, by 
•mode -of accomplishing the object. They 1 manual labour and pecuniary contributions, 
would give combination, direction aud regn- j and by all the ways and means in their pow- 



larity, to eflbrt, while by those offered in 
their si- ad, we were to commence our opera- 
tions n itliout union aud without plan. In the 
necessity of preparation, he concurred, al- 
though he did not believe there was so great 
ci.use for alarm as the Hon. Mr. Dexter had 
■doscrilied. It was necessary, however, to 
guard against an impression, that it was our 
duty to provide this defence for the public 
.property in our harlxmr. It was the duty of 
the national government, and the necessity 
developed upon us only Wcaosc they hail 
•choscu to employ their force in the fruitless 
attempt to conquer the Canadian provinces. 
Mr. Otis concluded with an impressive de- 
scription of the mournful state into which 



iu promoting and making effectual, any 
measures of defence, which may be devised 
by the proper authority : 

Thtrrfvrt, I1rst>litd, That the citizens of 
this town cherish an undiminished confidence 
in the disposition of the governor and coun- 
cil, to organize and hold in readiness, for the 
defence of this town and its vicinity, a com- 
petent p-ortitin of the force, under his com- 
mand, and are persuaded that such measures 
have Ikscii and will be adopted, to prepare 
lor any great emergency, as will justify the 
reliance placed by their fellow citizens upon 
their vigilance and solicitude, for the safety 
and honour of the commonwealth. 



Rrsolvrd, That we will cheerfully and cor- 
our country had been brought, by th;> preva- diallr co-operate with his excellency, iu any 
knee of wrong and misguided councils. He j measures that may be devised, for the de- 



suggested the remedy which had been propo 
scd in one of the opposition papers of the 
day. It was. that the president should call 
around him the men of whatever party, who 
•wens best calculated by their integrity aud 
Jalonts to extricate our country from its diln- 



fence of the capital, in which our services 
may be useful ; and that we will, whenever in 
his opinion the occasion may require, make 
prompt and effective arrangements for the 
employment of all classes of our fellow citi- 
zens, iu the construction of fortifications or 



•cullies. Benjamin Austiu, Esq. then ad- other means of defence, aud for obtaining 
•dressed the ciiiir, and concluded by the ujj- | jiotn patriotic individuals, voluntary loajus 
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and contributions of money, to be applied to ; ously committed by the enemy, was not unau- 



these objects 

Resolved, That while we deplore the evils 
and calamities of a war, in tbo production of 
which we hare in no wise been instrumental, 
we are not dismayed by the aspect or the force 
which is employed against us, nor do we de- 
spair of our country," " united we stand, divi- 
ded we fall," and we are strong in the assur- 
ance, that the courage, resources, experience 
and patriotism of our country, will yet sur- 
mount the evils and the perils which surround 
us, and transmit to posterity, our union aud 
liberties, strengthened by a recollection of er- 
rors and dangers, aud a disposition to learn 
wl'dom from misfortune. 

lifsulred. That the moderator of this meet- 
ing, be requested to transmit a copy of these 
resolutions certified by the town clerk, to his 
excellency the governor.— Bosl. Oaz. 



BY THE PRESIOi NT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

A PllOCLAMATION. 

Whereas the enemy bv a sudden incursion 
hare succeeded in invading the capital of the 
nation, defended at the moment by troops 
less numerous than their own, and almost en- 
tirely of the militia ; during their possession 
of which, though for a single day only, they 
wantonly destroyed the public edifices, hav- 
ing no relation in their structure to operations 
of »ar, nor used at the time for military an- 
noyances ; some of these edifices being also 
costly monuments of taste aud of the arts, and 
others depositories of the public archives, 
not only precious to the nation as the memo- 
rials of its origin and its early transactions, 
but interesting to all nations, as contributions 
to the geueral slock of historical instruction 
and politic al science : 

And whereas, advantage has been taken of 
the loss of a fort, more immediately guarding 
the neighbouring town of Alexandria, to place 
the town within the range of a naval tbrce, 
too long and too much in the habit of abusing 
its superiority, wherever it can be applied, 
to require as the alternative of a general con- 
flagration, an undisturbed plunder of private 
property, which has been executed in a man- 
ner peculiarly distressing to the inhabitants, 
who had, inconsiderately, cast themselves on 
the justice and generosity of the victors : 

And whereas, it now appears by a direct 
communication from the British naval com- 
mander on the American station, to be his 
avowed purpose to employ the force under 
his direction " iu destroying and laying waste 
such towns and districts upon the coast as 
may be found assailable adding to this de- 
claration, the insulting pretext, that it is in 
retaliation for a wanton destruction commit- 
ted by the army of the United States, in Up- 
per Canada, when it is notorious that no de- 
struction has been committed, which, not- 
withstanding the multiplied outrages prcvi- 



thoriscd, and promptly hhovrn to be so ; and 
that the United States has been as constant 
in their endeavours to reclaim the enemy 
from such outrages, by the contrast of their 
own example, as they have been ready to 
terminate, on reasonable conditions, the war 
itself: 

And whereas, these proceedings and decla- 
red purposes which exhibit a deliberate dis- 
regard of the principles of humanity, and the 
rules of civilized warfare, and wheh must give 
to the existing war a character of extend. id 
devastation ntid barbarism, at the very mo- 
ment of negotiations for peace, invited by 
the enemy himself, leave no prAspcel of safety 
to any thing within the reach of his pre.Jalory 
and incendiary operations, but in a manly and 
universal determination to chastise and expel 
the invader : 

Xow, therefore, I, James Madison, presi- 
dent of the United -States, do issue Hits my 
proclamation, exhorting all the good people 
thereof, to unite their hearts aud hands in 
giving effect to the ample means possessed 
for that purpose. 1 enjoin it on all officers, 
civil and military, to exert themselves in exe- 
cuting the duties with which they are respec- 
tively charged. And more especially, t re- 
quire the officers commanding the respective 
military districts, to be vigilant and alert in 
providing for the defence thereof; for the 
more effectual accomplishment of which, they 
are authorised to call to the defence of expo- 
sed and threatened places, portions of the 
militia most convenient thereto, whether they 
be or be not parts of the quota detached lor 
the service of the United States, under requi- 
sitions of the general government. 

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly 
to the proud feelings and patriotic devotion 
of the American |>cople, none will forget what 
they owe to themselves ; what they owe to 
their country and tho high destinies which 
i await it ; what to the glory acquired by their 



fathers, in establishing the independence 
which is now to be maintained by their sons, 
with the augmented strength and resources 
with which time aud heaven blessed them. 
In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United 
States to bp affixed to these presents. 
Done at the city of Washington, the first day 
of September, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and four-, 
teen, and of the independence of the 
United States the thirtv-uinth. 

JAMES MADISON. 

By the President, 
James Monroe, Secretary of State. 



Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Cro~ 
ghan, to the secretary of ivar, dited 
U. S. sloop of war Niagara, of)' Than- ) 
dtr Bay, $th of Jugiist, 1011. s 

Sir— Wc left Fort Gatn>it (head of Straits 
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Ft. Clair) on the 12th ultimo, and imagined 
that we should arrive in a few days at Malcha- 
dash LViy. At the end of a week, however, 
the commodore, from the want of pilots ac- 
quainted with that unfrequented part of the 
lake, despaired of being able to find out a pas- 
sage through the island into that bay ; and 
made for St. Joseph's, where he anchored on 
the 20th day of July. After setting tire to 
the fort of St. Joseph, which seemed not to 
have been recently occupied, a detachment 
of infantry and artillery, under Major Holmes, 
wa« ordered up to Sault of St. Mary's, for the 
purpose of breaking up tin- enemy's establish- 
ment at that place. For particulars relative 
to the execution of this order, I beg leave to 
refer you to Major Holmes' report herewith 
rnelosrtl. Finding on my arrival at Michilli- 
makkitiak, on the £f»th ultimo, that the ene- 
my had strongly fortified the height overlook- 
ing the old fort at Makkinak, I ai once despair- 
ed of being able, with my small force, to ear 
ry the place by storm, and determined (as the 
only enur<e remaining) on landing and esta- 
blishing myself on some favourable position, 
whence I could be enabled to annoy the ene- 
my by gradnal and slow approaches, un ler 
cover of mv artillery, in which I should have 
the superiority in point of metal. I was 
urged to adopt this step by another reason not 
a little cogent ; could a position be taken and 
fortified on the island. 1 was well aware that 
it would either induce the enemy to attack 
me in my strong holds, or force his Indians 
and Canadians (his most efficient and only dis- 
posable force) off the island, as they would be 
very unwilling to remain in my neighbourhood 
after a permanent footing bad been takni. 
On inquiry, I learned from individuals who 
had lived many years on the island, that a po- 
sition as desirable as I might wish, could be 
found on the west end. and therefore imme- 
diately made arrangements (or disembarking. 
A landing was effected on the till instant, un- 
der cover of the guns of the shipping, and the 
line being quickly formed, hail advanced to 
the edge of the held s|*>k«'n of for a camp, 
when intelligence was conveyed to me, that 
tho enemy was ahead, and a few seconds more 
brought us a tire from his battery, of four 
pieces tiring .shot and shells. After recon- 
noitring his position, which was well selected, 
bis line reaching along the edge of the woods, 
at the further extremity of the field, and co- 
vered by a temporary breast work ; 1 determi- 
ned ou changing my position, (which was now 
two lines, the militia forming the front,) by 
advanciug Major Holmes' battalion of regulars 
on the right of the militia, thus to outflank 
him. and by a vigorous eflVt to gain his rear. 
This movement was immediately ordered, but 
before it could be executed, a 6re w is opened 
by some Indians posted in a thick wood near 
our right, which proved fatal to Major Holmes 
and severely wounded Captain Desha, (the 
officer next in rank.) This unlucky fire, by de- 



priving us of the services of our nv>st valua- 
ble officers, threw that part of the line into 
confusion, from which the best exertions of 
the officers were not able to recover it. Find- 
ing it impossible to gain the enemy's left, ow- 
ing to the impenctratde thickness of the woods, 
a charge wa< ordered to be made by the regu- 
lars immediately against the front. This 
charge, although made in some confusion, ser- 
ved to drive the enemy back into the woods, 
from whence an annoying fire was kept op by 
the Indians. 

Lieutenant Morgan was ordered op with a 
light piece to assist the left, now particularly 
galled ; the excellent practice of this piece 
brought the enemy to fire at a longer dis- 
tance. Discovering that this disposition, from 
whence the enemy had just been driven, (and 
which had been represented to me as so high 
and commanding) was by no means tenable, 
from lieing interspersed with thickets and in- 
tersected in every way by ravines ; I deter- 
mined no longer to expose »ny force to the 
tire of an euemy deriving every advantage 
which could be obtained from numbers and 
a knowledge of the position, and therefore 
ordered an immediate retreat towards the 
shipping. 

This affair, which has cost ns many valuable 
lives, leaves us to lament the fall of that gal- 
lant officer Major Holmes, whose character is 
so well known to the war department. Cap- 
taiu Vanhorn. of the 19th infantrv. and Lieu- 
tenant Jackson, of the 21th infantry, both 
brave intrepid young men, fell mortally wound- 
ed at the head of their respective commands. 
The conduct of all my officers on this occasion 
merits my approbation. Captain Desha of 
the 29th infantry, although severely wound- 
id. continued with his command until forced 
to retire from faintness through loss of blood. 
Captains Saunders, Hawkins, and Sturgcs, 
with every subaltern of that battalion, acted 
•n the most exemplary manner. Ensign Bry- 
an, second ritle regiment, acting adjutant to 
the battalion, actively forwarded the wishes 
ol the commanding officer. Lieutenants Hick- 
man. 23th infantry, and Hyde of the United 
Slates marines, who commanded the reserve, 
claim my particular thanks for their activity 
in keeping that command in readiness to meet 
any exigency. I have before mentioned Lieu- 
tenant Morgan's activity ; his two assistants, 
Lieutenant Pickett, and Mr. Peters, conduc- 
tor of artillery, also merit the name of good 
officers. 

The militia were wanting iu no part of their 
duty. Colonel Cotgreavc, his officers and sol- 
diers, deserve the warmest approbation. My 
acting assistant adjutant general, Captain N. 
A. More, 28th infantry, with volunteer Adju- 
tant M'Comb, were prompt in delivering my 
orders. Captain Gratiot of the engineers, 
who volunteered his services as adjutant ou 
the occasion, gave nn valuable assistance. 

On the moruing of the 5th I sent a flag to 
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flic enemy to inquire into the state of the 
bounded (two in number) who were left on 
the field, and to request permission to bring 
away thu body of Ma jor Holmes, which was 
■Jw left, owing to the unpardonable neglect 
of the soldiers in whose care he w as placed. I 
am happy in assuring you, that the hotly of 
Major Holmes is secured, and will be buried at 
Detroit with becoming honours. 

I shall discharge the militia to-morrow, 
and will send them down, together with two 
regular companies, to Detroit. Willi the re- 
maining three companies I shall attempt to 
destroy the enemy's establishment in the head 
of A an-taTU-7iasa-ga Kiver, and if it be thought 
proper, erect a post at the mouth of that ri- 
ver. Very respectfully, I hare the honour to 
remain, sir, vonr obedient servant. 

C. CROGHAN, It. col. 2d riflemen. 
Hon. J. Armstrong, See*/ of War. 

Copy if* letter from Major A. II. Holmes, to 
Lieutenant Colonel Croghan, dated 
On board C. & sclt. Scorpion, °2~l!t July. 

Sir — Pursuant to your orders of the 
instant, I left the squadron with Lieutenant 
Turner of the navy, and arrived at the Sault of 
St. Mary's at noon the day alter ; two hours 
bel ore the northwest agent had received no- 
tice of our approach and succeeded in escaping 
with a considerahlc ainouut of goods, alter 
setting fire to the vessel above the fails. The 
design of this latter measure was frustrated 
only by the intrepid exertions of Mr. Turner, 
with his own men and a few of Captain Saun- 
ders' company. The vessel was brought 
down the falls on the 25th, but, having bilged, 
Mr. Turner destroyed her. Much of the ?oods 
w e have taken were found in the woods on the 
American side, and were claimed by the agent 
of John Johnston, an Indian trader. 

I secured this property, because it was good 
prize by the maritime law of nations, as recog- 
nized in the English courts, (witness the case 
of Admiral Rodney adjudged by I^ord Mans- 
field). Further, because Johnston has acted the 
infamous part of a traitor, having been a citi- 
zen and a magistrate of the Michigan territo- 
ry before the war and at its commencement, 
and now discharging the functions of magis- 
trate under the British government. Because 
bis agent armed the Indians from his store- 
house at our approach ; and lastly, because 
those goods, or a considerable part, wire de- 
signed to be taken to Michillimakkinak. Pork, 
salt aud groceries compose the chief part. 

UMton himself passed to Michillimakkinak 
since the squadron arrived at St. Joseph. 
With high respect, 

\. II. HOLMES, 
Major 32d infantry. 

Lt. Col. Crooiiav, 
2nd Rifle, Commanding. 

A true copy from the original report. 

V. II. MOORE, Acting Adjt. Gin. 



BATTLE OF FORT ERIE. 

Copies letters from Iirigadirr General Games, 
to the Secretary of li ar, dated 

Head-Quarter f, Fort Erie, Upper ) 
Canada, Aug. £3, 1814. £ 

Sir — I/>ss of sleep and constant exposure to 
the weather in its various changes, gave mo 
some days n^o a violent cold, which has put 
it out of my power to do any thing more thau 
the state of the service here rendered abso- 
lutely indispensible. Hence my apology for 
delaying until this day my report of the bat- 
tle of the I5th instant. 

General Drummond is quietly engaged in 
collecting his reinforcements. His camp ap- 
pears to be fortified. I attempted to look at 
it a feir days past, and it cost me a fine young 
officer. Lieutenant Yates, of the 4th rifle re- 
giment, killed, and Lieutenant K«arsloy of 
that excellent corps, with Lieutenant Chi Ids 
of the 9th, wounded, w ith the loss of some two 
or three privates killed, and live or six wound- 
ed. The loss <>r the enemy I was unable to 
ascertain. He would not leave his defences, 
and I did not think fit to leave mine at all 
exposed. Several deserters say, that the 8th 
and «2d regiments arrived last iiia;fit- If this: 
be true, their strength is alxmt the snmo as it 
was before the battle of the 1 Hit. Their Co- 
lonel Scott is dead ; about twenty deserters 
from the De Watteville regiment, and sotuo 
few from other corps, concur in the report, 
that their loss in killed, wounded ami missin* 
on the 15th, nil upwards of a thousand, 
four obedient servant. 

K. V GAINES, 
Brigadier General Common?, u\ 
General Abskt&oxo, Secretary at War. 

Hcal-Qtrirters, L'fl li'Ing, Sccmtd Dii 'son w 
Fort F.rie, Upper Canada, August, 1314. 
Sir — I have the honour to communicate, 
for the information of the departme nt of war. 
the particulars of the battle fought at tlii* 
place on the 1 5th imtant, between the left 
wing of the second division of f.'ie northern 
army under my command, and the British 
forces in the peninsula of I "pjier Canada, com- 
manded by Brigadier General Dnimmoud. 
which terminated in a signal vic tory iu fa- 
vour of the United American arms. 

Our position on the margin of the lake at 
the entrance of the Xiagai a river, being nearly 
a horizontal plain, twelve to fifteen feet abo\e 
the surface of the water, po>-e>siug few natu- 
ral advantages, had been strengthened in 
front by temporary parapet breastworks, en- 
trenchmcnts and abatlis. with two batteries 
and six Held pieces. The small unfinished 
Fort Erie, with a twtntv-!bur, eight ran and 
twelve pounders. fir« )S the northeast, and 
the Douglass battery, with an eighteen aud 
six pounder near the edge of the Ink*. »?••» 
southeast angle of our right. Tin- h-' - i 
feuded by a redoubt bctterv „i!.. ... .: ,J 
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pieces just thrown upon a small ridge. Oar 
rear was left open to the lake, bordered by a 
rocky shore of easy ascent. The battery on 
the Jell was defended by Captain Towson ; 
Fort Erie by Captain Williams with Major 
Trimble's command of the I9tb infantry ; 
the batteries on the front by Captains Biddlc 
and Fanning ; the whole of the artillery com- 
manded by Major Hindman. Parts of the 
9th, Uth. and 22d infantry (of the late vete 
ran brigade of Major General Scott) were 
posted on the right, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Aspimvall. General Hip- 
ley's brigade, consisting of the 21st and 23d. 
defended! the left. General Porter's brigade 
of New-York and Pennsylvania volunteers, 
with our distinguished riflemen, occupied the 
centre. 

I have heretofore omitted stating to you, 
that during the 1,'lth and Mth. the cnemy'had 
kept up a brisk cannonade, which was sharp- 
ly returned from our batteries, without any 
considerable loss on our part. At 6 P. M. one 
of their shells lodged in a small magazine in 
Foi l Krie, which was fortunately almost emp- 
ty. It blew up with an explosion more aw- 
ful in appearance than injurious in its effects, 
as it did nnt disable a man or derange a gun. 
It occasioned but a momentary cessation of 
the thunders of tho artillery on both sides ; 
it was lb! lowed by a loud and joyous shout of 
the British army, which was instantly return- 
ed on our part ; and Captain Williams amidst 
Dip sitii)*:e of the explosion, renewed the con- 
tent by an animated roar of his heavy cannon. 

From the supposed loss of our ammunition, 
and the consequent depression such an event 
was likely to produce upon the minds of our 
men. I felt persuaded that this explosion 
would lead the enemy to assault, and made 
my arrangemrnts accordingly. The annexed 
paper, No. I. is a copy of Lieutenant General 
Driimmond's order and plan <>f attack. 

The night was dark ami the early part of 
it raining, but the faithful ccntinel slept not ; 
one third of their troops were up at their 
posts. At half past two o'clock the right co- 
lumn of the enemy approached, and though 
enveloped in darkness, black* as his designs 
and principles, was distinctly heard on our 
left, and promptly marked by our musketry 
under Major Wood, and cannon under Captain 
Towson. Being mounted at the moment, I 
repaired to the point of attack, where a sheet 
of fire rolling from Towson's battery, and the 
musketry of the loft wing of the 21st infan- 
try under Major Wood, enabled me to see the 
enemy's column of alnmt 1/WO men, approach- 
ing on that point ; his advance was not check- 
ed until it had approached within ten feet of 
our infantry. A line of loose brush represent- 
ing an abattis only intervened ; a column of 



• I several times heard, and many of our offi- 
cers heard, orders given, " l give tin detuned Yan- 
toc rascal t no qua t ier.'" 



the enemy attempted to pa« round (he ebat* 
ti*, through the water where it was nearly 
breast deep. 

Apprehending that this point would be car- 
ried. I ordered a detachment of riflcmcu and 
infantry to its support, but having met with 
the gallant commander Major Wood, was assu- 
red by him, that he could defend his position 
without reinforcements. At this moment the 
enemy were repulsed, but instantly renewed 
the charge and were again repulsed. My at- 
tention was now called to ihe right, where our 
batteries and lines were soon lighted by a 
most brilliant fire of cannon and musketry ; 
it announced the approach of the centre and 
left coiumns of the enemy, under Colonels 
Drummond and Scott ; the latter was recei- 
ved bv the veteran 9th under the command of 
Captain Foster, and Captains Hroughton and 
Harding's companies of New-York and Penn- 
sylvania volunteers, aided by a f! pounder ju- 
diciously posted by Major M'Kce, chief en- 
gineer, who was most active and useful at 
this point ; they were repulsed. That of the 
centre led by Colonel Drummond was not long 
kept in cheek ; it approached at once every 
assailable paint of the fort, and with scaling 
ladders ascended the parapet, but was repul- 
sed with dreadful carnage. 

The assault was twice repeated, and as of- 
ten checked, but the enemy having moved 
round in the ditch covered by darkness, added 
to the heavy cloud of smoke which had rolled 
from our cannon and musketry, enveloping 
surrounding objects, repeated the charge, re- 
ascended the ladders ; their pikes, bavonets 
and spears fell upon our gallant artillerists. 
The gallant spirits of our favourite Captain 
Wi iiams and Lieutenant M'Donough and 
Watmotigh. with their brave men were over- 
come. The two former and several of tbeir 
men received deadly wounds. Our bastion 
was lost. Lieuteuant M'Donough, being se- 
verely wounded, demanded quarter. It was 
refused by Colonel Drummond. The lieute- 
nant then seized a handspike, and nobly de- 
fended himself until he was shot down with a 
pistol bv the monster who had refused him 
quarter/who often reiterated the order. " give 
the damned yankecs no quarter." This offi- 
cer, whose bravery! if it had been seasoned 
with virtue, would have entitled him to the 
admiration of every soldier — this hardened 
murderer soon met his fate. He was sliot 

through the breast by of the 

regiment, while repeating the order " to give 
no quarter." 

The battle now raged with increased fury 
on the right, but on the left the enemy wa* 
repulsed and put to flight. Thence and from 
the centre I ordered reinforcements. They 
were promptly sent by Brigadier General Rip- 
ley and Brigadier General Porter. Captain 
Fanning, of the corps of artillery, kept up a 
spirited and destructive fire with his field 
pieces on the enemy attempting to approach 
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the fort. Major ITindmnn's gallant efforts, i The judicious preparations and steady con- 
aided bv Major Trimble, having failed to drive duct of Lieutei 



ajor 

the enemy from the ha*tion with the remain- 
ing; artillerists and infantry in the fort. Cap- 
tain nirdsall of 1th rifle regiment, with a de- 
tachment of riflemen, gallantly rushed on 
through the gateway to their assistance, and 
with some infantry charged the enemy ; 
hut was repulsed, and the captain severely 
wounded. A detachment from the Htli. l'.uii 
and 22nd infantry, under Captain Foster of 
the 11th, were introduced over the interior 
bastion, for the purpose of charging the ene- 



lant Colonel Aspinwall. com- 
manding the first brigade, merit approbation. 

To Major M*Kee. chief engineer, the great- 
est credit is due for the excellent arrange- 
ment and skilful execution of his plans for forti- 
fying and defending the right, and for his cor- 
rect and seasonable suggestions to regain the 
bastion, He had ac\ • pled the command of a 
regiment of infantry, (the 2ist) for Hhieh he 
has often proved himself well qualified, but 
never so conspicuously as on this occasion. 
Towson's battery emitted a constant sheet 
my. Major Hall, assistant inspector gene- j of fire. Wood's small arms lighted up the 
ral. very handsomely tertdered his services to space, and repulsed five terrible charges made 
lead the charge. The charge was gallantly between the battery and the lake. Brigadier ' 
made by Captain Foster and Major Hall, bnt General I'ipley speaks in Jii-h terms of the 
owing to the narrowness of the passage up to j olh'ccrs and men engaged, particularly Cap- 
thc bastion admitting only two- or three men < tains Mar»tou and Hopes ; Lieutenants- Riddle 
abreast, it failed. It was often repeated, (of the 1."'th, doing duty with the 21>t) and 
and as often checked. The enemy's lorce in Hall; Fusions Benn, Jones Cummings, and 
the bastion was, however, much cut to pieces ' Thomas, of the 21st, and Really and Oieeu of 
and diminished by oi;r artillery and small the 10th. 

arms. At this moment every operation was Major Hiudman. and the whole of the artil- 
arrested by the explosion of some cartridges lery under the command of that excellent offi- 
deposited in the cud ol the stone building ad- ccr, disp!ay«Ml a degree of gallantry en 1 good 
joinins the contested bastion. The exph> conduet not to be surpassed. The* particular 
sion was tremendous — it was decisive; the situation of Captain Towson, and the much 
bastion was restored. At this moment Cap- lamented Captain Williams a:id Lieutenant 
tain Diddle was ordered to cause a field piece M'ltonongb, and that of Lieutenant Wat- 
to be posted so as to enlilude the exterior . mough, as already described, with their rc- 
plain and salient glacis. The captain, though [ speetive commands, rendered them most con- 
not recovered from a severe contusion in the I «picu:uis. The "courage and goi)d conduct of 
shoulder, reeeived from one of the enemy's | Lieutenants Zant/angor and Chdds i* spoken, 
shells, promptly took bis position, and served 'of in hi/h terms by Major Iliudiuan and Cap- 
lrts field piece with vivacity and effect. Ca|>- j tain Towson, as alsa that of Sergeant Maj >i 
tain Faiming's battery likewise played upon Iknhon. Captain Riddle and Fanning, on the 
them at this time with great effect. The cm - : centre and r'.zhl <if tie ir entreuchments 
my were in a few moments entirely defeated. [ threw their shut io the ri?ht, left and froni,. 
taken or put to iligbt, leaving on the field 221 and annoyed the Indians and light troop* of 
killed, 174 wounded, and lltt) prisoners, iuclu- 1 the enemy approaching from thv* wends, 
ding 14 officers killed and 7 wounded awl pr't- ; Lieutenant Fontaine, in his zeal to m*et l!:c 
Foners. A larje portion art so severely wound- \ enemy, was uuibrtuiiatrlv wounded a-.d math! 
ed. that they cannot survive; the slightly | prisoner. Lieutenant Bird was active am*.' 
wounded, it is presumed, were carried tdf. j useful, and in faet every individual of tli_ 

To Brigadier (ieneral Itiphy much credit 1 corps did their duty, 
is due for the judicious disposition of the left | The detachment* of Scott's gallant brigade., 
winz previous to the action, and for the steady ', consisting of parts of the 9; it, 1 lib yml 2_'d- 



disciplined courage manifested by him and 
his immediate command, and for the prompt- 



infantry, did its d-ity in a manner worthy tlx; 
high reputation the brigade had acquired at 



ness with which he complied with my orders ■ Chippawa and at the Falls of Niagara. The 
for reinforcement during the ait ion. Briga- ' »jh, under the command of Captain Edmund 
dier (ieneral Porter, commanding the New- j Fn«trr, was actively engaged against th > left 
York ami Pennsylvania volunteers, manifested ! of the enemy, and with the aid of Lieutenant 
a degree of vigilance and judgment in his pre-] Douglass' corps of bombardiers, commanding 
juratory arrangements, a> well as military ! the water battery, ami that of the volunteer*, 
skill and courage in action, which proves him i under Captain Houghton and Harding, eflert- 
to be worthy the confidence of his country and ; ed their repulse. The good conduct of Lieu- 
thc brave volunteers who fought under him. j tenant Childs, Cu^irnanand Fool, and Ensigu 
Of the volunteers Captaius Houghton atid Blake, deserves cmimendat ion. 
Harding, with their detachments, posted on | Tin: officers killed are. Captain Williams 
the right and attached to the line, command- and Lieutenant M'Donough ol the artillery ; 
cd by Captain E. Poster of the veteran 9th wounded, Lieutenant Wat mough of the artil- 
infantry, handsomely contributed to there- lery ; Ensign Ci«na, 19th; Lieut. Bunnell, 
pulse. of the left column of the euemy under 21s't ; Lients. Brown and Belknap, 2IM ; and 
Colonel Scott. Capt. Birds-ll, llh ridu rejiiueut, ail suveridy 
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Lieutenant Fontaine, of the artillery, who 
Was taken prisoner, writes from the British 
camp, that he fortunately fell ioto the hands 
of the Indians, who, after taking his money, 
treated him kindly. It would seem, then, 
that these tevages'had not joined in the reso- 
lution to jjivc no quarter. 

To Major Jones, assistant adjutant general, 
and Major Hall, assistant inspector general ; 
Captain Harris of dragoons, volunteer aid-de- 
camp, and Lientenant Be I ton, aid-dc-eamp, 
much credit is due lor their strict attention 
to every duty previous to the action, and the 
steady con rage, aeal and activity which they 
manifested during the action. 

Tlte surgeons. Doctors Fuller. 23d, Troti- 
bridge, 21st, with their mate's ; Doctors Gale 
of the 23d, and Everitt and Allen, of the 21st. 
deserve the warmest approbation for their 
indefatigable exertions and humane attention 
1o the w ounded of our army, as well as to the 
prisoners who fell into4heir hands. 

I have the honour to be. sir, your verv obe- 
dient servant. E. P. GAINES. 

Brigadier General Commanding. 

Honourable Jon\ Armstrong, 
Secretary of War, Washington. 

DUTCH CONSTITUTION. 

CONCLUDED. 

107. The hitth court watches over th* courts 
to reculate their observance of the laws concern- 
ing the admiuUtrution of justice, the mode of pn»- 
e>-durc of all court*, judges anil justices, and may 
nrmnl and defeat their acts, provisions and do 
cr<*es, u itlj 'ot <-\er cugncing. however, iu an ex- 
amination into the merits of tin* case. 

108. Ail civil causes decided in the Gist in- 
stance hv the provincial courts inav, in conform- 
it y to t!ie requisition* which sii.itl he prescribed 
by a law on this subject, be carried by appeal be- 
fore the hi^li court. 

109. There shall be a court of justice in every 
province, unless the law shall establish our of 
these courts for more than one province. This 
e-'jurt takes cngniaanr.e of every vacancy in the 
provincial slates, which for filling it presents n 
list ot three candidates to th< ! sovereign prince, 
who makes a choice from litis list. The sove- 
reign prince lias the immediate nomination of the 
attorney general of these court*. 

110. 'The administration of criminal justice in 
the United Provinces of the Low Countries is, 
to the exclusion of all other courts heretofore 
existing, confided to the provincial courts, or to 
mich other tribunals erected for this purpose, as 
there shall be need. 

111. The administration nf civil justice is re- 
ferred to such tribunals as shall be fouud iu course 
of time necessary for this purpose. 

112. The rest of the. arrangements of the au- 
thority of the courts, as well as that of other ci- 
vil anil criminal tril>«tn#ds, known under the name 
of hi :ch ju»ti* Vitriff? co/frgM, or others, ynd 
the authority e r alio me m trait ra I, grand ijficai, 
nud ba'.HJfs, shall be nettled by law. 



113. The members and ministers of the high 
court and the provincial c.»urt% as well as the at- 
torneys general in the same, shall be iireinovahb-. 
1 he duration of the sen ice of all other judges i> 
determined by law. 

No judg* can, during the continuance of hit 
term of office, be dismissed, but at hi* own re- 
quest, or by a judiciary sentence. 

114. The law determines the mode of proce- 
dure to be observed indiscrhninately iu case of 
opposition to all taxes. 

113. There shall be a big* military tribunal, 
to which all military men in the land or sea ser- 
vice shall be ameuable, for all offence* committed 
by them, in conformity to final arrangements to 
be made by law . 

116. Iu civil actions, the military, In the land 
and naval service, remaiu subject to the ci. il 
juJge. 

CHAPTER V. 

OV FlJliXCK. 

117. The sovereign prince and the state* pe- 
neral have solely and exclusively the right of le- 
vying ami regulating taxes. 

Duties existing at the epoch of the acceptance 
of the present fundamental law, continue on thrt 
same footing, until they shall have been other- 
wise deposed of by law. 

118. The public debt Is every year taken into 
consideration, to favour the interest* of the slate 
creditors. 

119. The oversight and care of what concern* 
theeinuaiid what depends upon it, as well a« the 
decision of what regards alloy, assay, and all 
that relates to it, are referred to a college, u:jder 
the tille of college of counsellors, and masters 
general of the coin, which shall be furnished with 
instructions to lie settled by law. In case of va- 
cancy, the stales general present to the sovereign 
prince a list of three candidates, from whom he 
makes a choice. 

13). There shall be a general chamber of ar- 
cmiuK intvuwled with the exnninulion ami an- 
nual liquidation of the different ministerial de* 
parlment*, well as rightly requiring a reckon- 
in2 and settlement with itidividnals accountable to 
tlie slate, all in conformity to such instruction*, 
a* shall be ordered by law. The member* of this 
chamber of accounts' shall betaken as much »» 
possiUe from all the provinces. When there 
•■hall be a vacant place, the states general pre- 
sent to the sovereign prince a list of three candi- 
dates, from w hich he makes a choice. 

CHAPTER VI. 

OF DEFFXCK. 

1'21. To hear arms for the independence nf the 
state, and the defence of its territory, remains in 
conformity to the ancient tisane of the country, 
arid the principles adopted at the union of 
Utrecht, one of the fust duties of all the inha- 
bitants of these provinces. 

1°.*2. Consequently it is one of the first cares 
of the sovereign prince, at all times, to maintain 
a sufficient force by laud and sea, kept up by 
means of an enrolment of vo hi n leers, natives o: 
foreigners, destined to serve either in or out ot 
Europe, according to circumstances. 

VIS. Resides the standing army by laud nnd 
sea, there shall be a national militia, of whom 
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n fifth part In time of peace shall be discharged 
anuaally, and replaced in an equal number, as 
near as possible, by volunteers, or by means of 
a drawing, in which every male inhabitant not 
married, between eighteen and twenty-one years 
of age, shall share. They who shall have ob- 
tained their discharge, cannot under any pretext 
be called to any further service but that of the 
town guard, which will be mentioned hereafter. 

124. lu ordinary times the militia is assem- 
bled once a year, to be exercised for about a 
month in the use of arms. The sovereign prince, 
however, has the power to keep embodied, if the 
Interest of the state requires it, a fourth part of 
the whole number. 

If on extraordinary occasions, or in case of 
imminent danger of war, it shall bo necessary to 
embody and to hold together all the militia, and 
if the states general shall not be in session, this 
measure shall be accompanied by an extraordi- 
nary convocation of the latter, so that he may 
•lisclose it to them, and concert with the assem- 
bly ulterior measures relative to this subject. 

125. There shall be organized in all the towns, 
town guards, the same as anciently, for the pre- 
servation of internal quiet. The city guards 
may in times of war and danger, be employed in 
repelling the attacks of the enemy. In this last 
£ase, they shall be established likewise in the 
flat country, to serve conjointly with those of 
the towns, as a Uty en masse for the defence of 
•the country. 

1-26. The dispositions which the sovereign 
«ha]| judge necessary, respecting the number and 
organisation of the militia, and all that concerns 
the levy en masse, shall constitute the subject of 
a law to be proposed by him. 

CHAPTER VII. 

OF THE HTDBAVLIC ADM IXIPTR ATIOX. 

127. The hydraulic administration [unterstaat] 
continues to be one of the first objects of nation- 
al concern, and is directed by a particular body, 
appointed by and under the superintendence of 
the sovereign prince. 

128. Consequently, all dykes, dams and other 
hydraulic works destined for shutting out the 
feea or river, made and kept in repair from the 
public treasury, arc exclusively within the ju- 
risdiction of the general hydraulic administra- 
tion. 

All works of this kind, as far ax they are made 
«%t the expense of any colleges, corporations, or 
individuals, remain under the immediate inspec- 
tion of the directory of the general hydraulic ait- 
ministration. They shall take care that the es- 
tablishment of these works shall do no prejudice 
to the common interest, and prescribe to the 
colleges, corporations and individuals, the neces- 
sary instruclions for this object. 

129. There are likewise exclusively under the 
jurisdiction of the general hydraulic administra- 
tion, the bridges and causeways which are erect- 
ed at the public expense, and those, the care of 
which, from motives of the general interest, is 
referred to their direction by the sovereign 
prince. 

130. The provincial states have the regulation 
of all hydraulic works, dykes and dam*, as well 
as of all bridges and causeways in the interior of 



their provinces, which fall not within the terms 
of the 12Bth and 129th articles, or which, fulling 
wilhiu them, are yet, for the utility of the thing, 
referred to their administration by the sove- 
reign prince. As far as the works in question 
shall be established by colleges, corporations or 
individuals, the provincial states shall take care 
that they he completed in a manner couformablo 
to what is p rescribed above. 

131. The same 'tales have a superintendence 
and authority over all important hydraulic trusts 
and directions of waters, dykes, drains and other 
like corporations of their provinces, under what- 
ever denomination they may b**; except, howe- 
ver, the trusts named in the" second paragraph of 
article 128. 

The late regulations made by these corpora- 
tions constitute the mode of their organization, 
except, however, the right of the stales to make 
alterations in them under the approbation of the 
sovereign prince, and without prejudice to the 
right which these establishments have, of propo- 
sing to the? tales, with regard to those regulations, 
such alteration* as they conceive ought to Le 
made for the advantage of the land proprietors of 
their jurisdiction. As to w hat concerns the no- 
mination and completion of the lists of election 
for the corporations, the states of the provinces, 
will present on this subject u scheme to the sove- 
reign prince-. 

132. With regard to the management or super- 
intendence conferred, or to be conferred here- 
after uponthe states in virtue of article 130. the 
works in question remain subject to the super- 
intendence, of the sovereign prince, who accord- 
ing to the exigency, can act in it, in this respect 
as has been ordered with regard to all their 
other measures, bv article 91. 

Chap, vtil 

OF PCBMC WOHSHIP, PC BMC 15STRVCTIOX 
AXO SUl'ERt.VTENOENCE OP THE POOH. 

133. The reformed christian religion is that of 
the sovereign prince. 

131. Equal protection is granted to all existing 
religions. Those who profess them enjoy the 
same civil prerogatives, and have the same title 
to aspire to dignities, trusts, and employments. 

135. Every species of worship is tolerated, 
provided it be not considered of a nature to dis- 
turb the public order and tranquility. 

136. The state assures to the reformed c/iru* 
Han church, the payment from the public trea- 
sury, of all such salaries, pensions and distribu- 
tions to widows and children, is well as the in- 
demnities for the expenses of t-chool and univer- 
sity, as have lichen formerly paid directly by the 
public treasury to its pastors ; cither from thts 
revenues of the ecclesiastical estates, appointed 
for this purpose, or from certain local revenues. 

137. The enjoyment of all subsidies granted jit 
former times by the public treasury to other re- 
ligious communities, remains to them, granted iu 
the same manner forever. 

138. There shall likewise be provision mado 
in an equitable manner by the sovereign prince 
and the states general, for the wants of other 
religious communities, if they require it, which 
have not hitherto ohtuiued from the public trea- 
sury any s'ibridy, or oue which is irstiliicicat. 
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139. The sovereign prince has, independently, 
an<1 w kbout prejudice to the right and obli Ration 
of exercising over all relipous conun unities such 
a superintendence as shall be found useful for the 
interest* of the state, am.thcr right of taking 
«v:<niznnc* of, and regulating the institutions of 

of these communions as by virtue of either 
c»f the preceding articles, enjoy a D y payment or 
subsidy from the public treasury. 

140. To favour the promotion of religion, which 
is regarded a> one of the firmest supports of the 
slate, and to encourage the progress of know- 
ledge, the public instruction in the high, middle 
and lower schools, is the constant object of the 
care of government. The sovereign prince an- 
nually presents to the states general a detailed 
report upon the state of these schools. 

141. A* an object of high importance the su- 
perintendence of the poorj and the education of 
indigent children, are recommended to the con- 
stant care of the government. The sovereign 
prince iikwisc causes to be given to the states 
general a detailed account of the institutions of 
thia kind. 

CHAP. IX. 

OF ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, AIH> EXPLANA- 
TIONS. 

142. If hereafter any addition or alteration 
shall become necessary to the present fundamen- 
tal law, the necessity shall be declared by a law, 
and the alteration or addition be pointed out and 
dearly expressed. 

ikiV. This law, decreed by the sovereign prince 
and the states general, is afterwards transmitted 
in the usual manner to the states of the provinces, 
which at the term fixed at each time for a like 
law, join to the ordinary members of the states 
general and equal number of extraordinary mem- 
bers the ap(iointment of whom is made in the 
same manner as that of the ordinary members. 

144. The sovereign prince and the. assembly of 
the states thus convened in double number, then 
decide on the case in question, in the manner 
prescribed above for the adoption of ordinary laws , 
with thi> exception only, that there must be a 
plurality of voice, of at least two thirds of the 
members present. 

145. The alterations or additions to the fun- 
damental law art promulgated in the same man- 
ner as the. ordinary laws, and are solemnly add- 
ed to the fundamental law. 

145. The authentic interpretation and expla- 
nation of obscurities, which nmy arise in the ap- 
plication of any article of the present fundamen- 
tal law, is referred during the three first years 
which follow the adoption of it, to the commis- 
sion which has been intrusted with the compila- 
tion of the draught of the said law. 

If, after the expiration of these three years, a 
like interpretation or explanation shall be neces- 
sary, the sovereign prince then convenes for that 
purpose an assembly, composed of a number of 
members equal to that of the assembly of the 
Hates general, and elected in the same manner 
by the states of the provinces. 



LETTER 

OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

To the Editor of the Baltimore Patriot. 
It may be due to myself, and is certainly 



due to others, that the reasons under which f 
retired from the direction of the war depart- 
ment, at a juncture so critical as the present, 
should he fully and promptly known to the pub- 
lic. These reasons will be found in the fol- 
lowing brief expositions of facts. 

On the evening of the 29th oH. the presi- 
dent caMed at my lodgings, and stated that a 
case of much delicacy had occurred ; that a 
high degree of excitement had been raised 
among the militia of the district, that he was 
himself an object of their suspicions and me- 
naces ; that an officer of that corps had given 
him notice, that they would no longer obey 
any order coming through me as secretary of 
war ; and that in the urgency of the case, it 
might be prudent so far to yield to the im- 
pulse, as to permit some other person to ex- 
ercise my functions in relation to the defence 
of the district. 

To this statement and proposition I answer- 
ed substantially as follows : that I was aware 
of the excitement to which he alluded ; that 
I knew its source and had marked its progress : 
that the present was not a moment to examine 
its more oerult causes, objects and agents : 
that it ostensibly rested on charges known to 
himself to be false : that it was not for me to 
determine how far the supposed urgency of 
the case made it proper for him to yield to 
an impulse so vile and profligate, so injurious 
to truth, and so destructive of order ; but 
that for myself, there was no choice .- that I 
could never surrender * part of my legitimate 
authority, for the preservation of the rest : 
that I must exercise it wholly, or not at all ; 
that I came into office with objects exclusive- 
ly public; and that to accommodate my 
principles or my conduct to the humours of a 
village mob, stimulated by faction and led by 
folly, was not the way to promote these, and 
that if his decision was taken, in conformity 
to the suggestions he had made, I entreated 
him to accept my resignation. This he declin- 
ed doing. It was an extent, he was pleased 
to say, to which he meant not to go ; that be 
knew the excitement was limited, as well 
with regard to timo as to place ; that be was 
now and had always been fully sensible of the 
general zeal, diligence and talent which I had 
put into the discharge of my duty, and that it 
would give him pleasure were I to take time 
to consider his proposition. I renewed too 
assurance of my great personal respect, and 
my readiness to conlbrm to bis wishes on all 
proper occasions. I remarked, that whatever 
zeal, diligence and talant I possessed, had 
been employed freely but firmly, and accor- 
ding to my best views of the public good, and 
that as long as they were let to be so exerted 
they were at the service of my country ; but 
that the moment tbey were made to bow to 
military usurpation or political faction, there 
should be an end of their public exercise. 
We now parted, with an understanding that I 
should leave Washington the folio wing morning. 
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It has been since stated to support as a fart, 
(to which 1 give the most reluctant belief,) 
that on the morning of the 29lh, and before 
my arrival in the city, a committee of the in- 
habitant* of Georgetown, of whom Alexander 
C. Hanson, editor of. the Federal Republican, 
was one. had waited on the president, by 
deputation, and had obtained from him a pro- 
mise, that 1 should no longer direct the mili- 
tary defences of the district. On this fact all 
commentary is unnecessary. 

It but remains to exhibit and to answer, 
the several charges raised against me, and 
which form the groundwork of that excite- 
ment, to which the president has deemed it 
prudent to sacrifice bis authority, in declining 
to support mine. They are as follows, vie. 

1st. That (from ill-will to the district of 
Columbia, and a design to remove the seat of 
government) I gave orders for the retreat of 
the army, in the aflair of the 24th ult. under 
circumstances not making retreat necessary 
or proper. 

This charge has not for its support, the 
shadow of truth. The commanding general 
will do me the justice to say, that 1 gave him 
no such order, and that he was and is under 
the impression, that the retreat was made 
earlier than I believed it to be proper. To 
the president I appeal, whether I did not 
point out the disorder and retreat of a part 
of the first line, soon alter the action began, 
and stigmatized it as base and infamous. 

2d. That, in despite of the remonstrances 
of General Winder, and by the interposition 
of my authority, I had prevented him from 
defending the capital. 

This charge contains in it a total perver- 
sion of the truth. When the head of the re- 
tiring column reached the capital, it was halt- 
ed for a moment ; General Winder here took 
occasion to state to Mr. Monroe and myself, 
that he was not in condition to maintain 
another conflict and that his force was broken 
down by fatigue and dispersion. Under this 
representation, we united in opinion, that he 
should proceed to occupy the heights of 
Georgetown. 

3d. That, I had withdrawn the covering 
party from the rear of Fort Washington, and 
had ordered Captain Dyson to blow up the 
fort without firing a gun. 

This charge is utterly devoid of truth. The 
covering party was withdrawn by an order 
from General Winder ; and Captain Dyson's 
official report shows, that the orders under 
which be acted, were derived from the same 
source, though no doubt, mistaken or misre- 
presented. . 

4th. That by my orders, the navy yard 
had been burned. This, like its predecessors, 
is a positive falsehood. 

Perceiviug that no order was taken for ap- 
prizing Commodore Tingey of the retreat of 
the army, I sent Major Bell to communicate 
the fact and to say, that the navy yard could 



no longer be covered. The commodore was 
of course left to follow the suggestion of his 
own mind, or to obey the orders, if orders had 
been given, of the navy department. 

5th. and lastly. That means had not been 
taken to collect a force sufficient for the occa- 
sion. 

As the subject of this charge may very 
soon become one of congressional enqui- 
ry, I shall at present make but a few re- 
marks : 

1st. That no means within reach of the 
war department had been omitted or with- 
held—that a separate military district, em- 
bracing the seat of government, had been 
created ; that an officer of high rank amt 
character had been placed in charge of it ; 
that to him was given full authority to call 
for supplies, and for a militia force of fifteen 
thou sand men ; that to this force was added 
the 36th regiment of the line, a battalion of 
the 38th, detachment of the 12th, of the ar- 
tillery, and of the dragoons, the marine corps, 
and the crews of the flotil'a, under the spe- 
cial command of Commodore Barney—making 
a total of 16,3(10 men. 

General Winder's official report of the en- 
gagement of the 24th ult. shows, how much 
of this force had been assembled, and the 
cause why a greater portion of it had not been 
got together. These will be found to have 
been altogether extraneous from the govern- 
ment, and entirely beyond its control : and 

2d. That from what is now known of the 
enemy's force, of the loss he sustained in 
the enterprise, of the marks of panic under 
which he retreated &c. &c. it is obvious, 
that if all the troops assembled at Bladens- 
burgh, had been faithful to themselves and to 
their country, the enemy would have been 
beaten, and the capital saved. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Baltimore, 3d September, 1814. 

CoptM of letters from Captain Charles Morris 
to the Secretary uf the navy. 
Hampden, (d. m.mne.) auo. 22, 1814. 

United States ship jldams. 
Sta After leaving Savannah, we proceed- 
ed to the northward of the Matinalla Reef, 
where we remained waiting for the Jamaica 
convoy till the 22d of May, when we learned 
from a neutral vesael. they had passed us the 
precediug night. We then made sail to the 
northward, and on the 24t& got sight of the 
convoy, from which we were chased by two 
ships of war ; saw them again the next morn- 
ing but the weather being pleasant and the 
wind lair, they kept in close order, and their 
convoying force being too strong for us to in- 
jnre them, except In case of separation, we 
bore up to the eastward, intending to cruise 
a few days upon the Ranks. On the 9th June 
met with islands of ice and very thick wea- 
ther, in. latitude 41, 0 ; the foe, continuing for 
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sere/al days, and the thermometer indicating 
the vicinity of ice very frequently, we stood 
to the southward and eastward until we were 
clear of it. Juue 2Uh, in latitude 46, cap- 
tured and destroyed the British brig Hunter, 
of W guns ami A* nun, with a cargo offish, from 
Newfoundland to Curunna. June 28th, in la- 
titude 48, captured and destroyed the British 
brig Mary, from France lor Newfoundland, 
with salt. On the 3d July made the Blasquit 
islands, on the west coa«t of Ireland. On the 
4th, chased two vessel* into the mouth of the 
Shannon, but the wind being strong from the 
westward, and a heavy sea, we were obliged 
to haul out of the bay ; stood to the north- 
ward, and cruised off Broadhaven till the 9th, 
but the weather was so thick, that we saw 
not a single vessel ; wc then returned to the 
southward and eastward. In latitude 49, lon- 
gitude 10, while in chase of a large merchant 
fillip, discovered a frigate under our Ice bow, 
from which we were obligod to tack ; she 
Continued iu chase of us through the day, and 
by her superior sailing had closed nearly with- 
in gun shot by sunset. At 8 P. M. cut away 
our anchors, and hove two boat guns over- 
Ward. It falling calm during the night, got 
our boats ahead to tow ; by day light we had 
left the frigate five mile astern. The chase 
was, however, cou tinned till 10 o'clock the 
next night, when by altering our course, we 
Jost sight of her. Bediming again to the 
southward on the morning of the 19th, in la- 
titude 49, 40. discovered a frigate under our 
lee bow ; lacked and made sail from her. 
Two hours after, discovered another ship of 
war on our weather beam in chase of us, by 
noon w e had lost sight of the first in the haze, 
the other continued the chase at about four 
mil.^s distance, till the evening of the 20th. 
when in latitude we lost sight of her by 
changing oor course. Although every pos- 
sible precaution had been taken to guard 
against the scurvy, we had nothing sufficient- 
ly powerful to counteract the effect of conti- 
nued wet, fojrgy and cold weather, which had 
prevailed for'oO days, so many of the men 
were now atilicted w ith it, and their numbers 
so rapidly increasing, as to render our imme- 
diate return to port ' iudispensihle ; every di- 
ligence was accordingly used in getting to the 
westward, keeping iu the New Ibundlaud trade. 
July *Uth, captured and destroyed British 
schooner Favourite, with sail, for Newfound- 
land. August 7th, captured the British ship 
Paris, from Quebec to London, with a cargo 
of lumber and a few skins, took out a part of 
the skins and destroyed her. On the 16th 
August, captured and destroyed the KnglUh 
schooner Maria, with a carpo of lumber, from 
St. Andrews. New- Brunswick, bound to New- 
foundland. At tour P. M. on the 17th Au- 
gust, the weather being very thick and fog- 

fy. the ship ran on shore upon the Isle of 
taut, but ai'ter landing the sick, prisoners, 
-dad a few stores, we succeded in getting her off 



and bringing ber to this place. The extent 

of the injury she has received cannot yet be> 
assertaincd, but it is feared she will require 
considerable repairs, as she makes about 9 
leet water an hour. Our sick have not yet 
joiued us, but are comfortably situated at 
Camden, under charge of the purser aud ser- 
geoo's mate. Very respectfully, your obe-. 
dient servant. 

C. MORRIS, 
Hon, Scc'ry of the Navy, Washington. 



U. S. 8. 

Hampden, Aug. 22, 1814. 

StR-^On the 16th at noon our latitude by 
D R. and two double altitude was 42, 20, am\ 
the long, determined by morning and evening; 
observation of a chronometer, which bad four 
times proved correct within ten miles during; 
our preceding and present cruise, was 66, 54 % 
the wind was fresh from S. S. W. and the sea, 
smooth. In the afternoon two vessels were 
discovered in chase, but at such a distance 
that we could not ascertain the force. The 
weather became; very foggy at night and the 
wind remaining fresh from the same quarter* 
1 determined to push for some part of Massa- 
chusetts Bay near Portsmouth, and steered the 
proper course tor that purpose*— deemed it 
extremely probable we should meet some of 
the enemy's vessels during the night, our pri- 
soners were confined in the bold, and our creif 
remained at quarters. We sailed from ten tn 
eleven knots an hour till 2 A. M. when, as I ex- 
pected to be, we were in 72 fathoms water. 
Our estimated distance from Cajie Ann sixty 
miles. At 4 A. M. while in the act of prepar- 
ing for sounding again, the look-outs forward 
announced breakers ahead, and in a moment 
after the ship struck upon a rock going ten 
aud a half knots. Believing it imposibte she 
could bear such a shock, the prisoners were 
hrst released from their confinement below, 
that they might have a chance to save their 
lives in common with ourselves upon the roc- 
ky shore, which was now visible about 30 yard* 
distant. 

On sounding the pumps no unusual quanti- 
ty of water was at first discovered, and all 

•sails were laid aback, in hope of forcing the 
ship off. It was however discovered in a few 
minutes she was leaking so fast that it was 
deemed proper to remain on the rock until 
day-light. We accordingly furled the light 
sails, and clewed up courses and topsails. 

I Day soon enabled us to distinguish objects 
through the fog at 2 or 300 yards distance, 
and to ascertain the hopelessness of saving the 
ship. Her cutwater was entirely destroyed] 
below the 9 feet mark ; the depth of water 
under her fore toot between 5 and 6 feet, for- 
ward of the starboard main chains 12 feet, 
astern 7 fathoms, into which the ship, from; 
the situation of her bows was depressed be- 
low her stem ports. The wind fresh and a 
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Dumber of rocks jast to leeward — a consider- 1 panions. Many of the islands in the vicinity 
able surf. wci e uninhabited— we were ignorant on which 

From the small portion of land that was vi- they were, and they were probably exposed 
sible. it was generally believed to be the to all the inclemencies of the weather, while 
Nubble of Cape Neddock, not far from Ports- suffering the pain of that dreadful disease 
mouth. Hoisted out our boats, sent the the scurvy. I soon fell in with two fislmi£ 



small ones to seek a place where a landing 
might be most safely effected. In the mean 
time engaged getting our sick into the larger 
boats, with their bedding, clothes and provi- 
sions, ready for landing. The boats soon re* 
turned, having fortuuately discovered a small 
chasm in the rock capable of admitting a 
boat, and a raviue connected with it, in which 
the sick might be sheltered in some degree 
from the wbeather. Having secured the safe- 
ty of the sick, it was determined from motives 
of humanity, to send the prisoners next, with 
every thing belonging to them, and with sails, 
tarpaulins and medicines for the further com- 
fort of the sick. A surgeons mate was also 
sent, and the charge of the whole committed | 
to the purser, Mr. Rodgcrs. Knowing it to be 
nearly low water when the ship struck, I de- 
termined to make every effort with the 
remaining portion of our crew, to get her off 
when the tide should rise, though with little 
hope that she could be kept long above water, 
as we had ascertained the leak to be about 9 
feet an hour. Our only kedge had been early 
laid out on our weather quarter to keep her 
as nearly in the same position as possible : 
and our only heavy anchor was now let go 
from the waist to prevent her swinging into 
very deep water should she go off, and to 
keep her from the rocks and reefs to leeward, 
should she float. At 10 A. M. it became evi- 
dent that the tide would light her off ; furled 
the topsails and light squarcsails ; carried the 
kedge out from the bow two cables lengths off 
shore, and continued to send such articles 
out of the ship as we could most conveniently 
spare in case of floating. After some heavy 
strains, half past 10 the surf lifted her off, and 
she swung to her anchor. Manned all the 
pumps ami found we could gain upon her. 
The flood tide being nearly done, it was ne- 
cessary to get under way instantly to reap 
the advantages of its weather current, the 
rocks astern and to leeward not being half 
the ships length distant. Hove up, canted 
her offshore with the kedge and head sails. 
Bet the courses and all her fore and alt sails, 
and fortunately passed from 10 to 50 yards to 
windward of the rocks and reefs which extend- 
ed about 3-4 of a mile from the land. 

By the utmost exertions we kept the ship 
free, and by four o'clock got her nuder topsails 
and clear from the land. All hands were em- 
ployed at the pumps and sails during the 
night, in the hope of being able to reach 
Portland the next day — At day light the wea- 
ther was clear, and you may judge our sur- 
prise at discovering ourselves near the island 
of Mount Pcsarted. This discovery excited 
fhe greatest anxiety for the fate of our com- 



boats, both of which I dispatched in search 
of them, and then used every possible dili- 
gence to gel into Penobscot bay, which we 
fortunately effected during the night ; and 
I had the happiness to hear the next morning 
that our sick companions had all been safely 
conveyed to Camden with the exception of 
one who had expired. My first intention 
was to liave stopped at Castine, but was induc- 
ed to proceed to tliis place, as one much bet- 
ter calculated for a vessel in our situation. 
The extent of the injury which she has receiv- 
ed cannot yet be known. Our pumps are 
continually in motion. I have procured a 
light ship, and shall take every thing out of 
her, and then lay her on t>hore, as the only 
means of ascertaining her damages at this 
place. I cannot conclude tins communication 
without recommending in the strongest terms 
the uncommon good conduct of the officers, 
seamen and marines of this ship on this occa- 
sion. Never were my orders executed with 
more promptitude or less confusiou. Their 
coolness during the time the ship was upon 
and among the rocks, could only be surpassed 
by their cheerful endurance of unremitted 
and the most fatigueing labour since. No- 
thing but the former could have rescued \v 
from her perulous situation, and but for th 
latter she would have been rescued in va 

Very respectfully, I have the honour to t" 
sir, your obedient servant, C. MORRIS. 
Hon. Wm. Jones, Secretary of the ?"..n 



FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENT 

Copy qf a Utter from Lieutenant Cnl 
ghan to Brigadier General M'Arl> 
manding the Hth military district, a\ 

Detroit, August 23, i H 
Dear sir — I communicated in my repoi 
the 11th inst. my intention of continuing 
Lake Huron with the three companies, for the 
purpose of breaking up any depots wbirh the 
enemy might have on the cast side of the 
lake. 

We were fortunate in learning that the only 
line of. communication from New-York to 
Mackinaw, &c. was by the way of Lake Sim- 
coo ami Nautauwagasa River, which empties 
into Lake Huron about ono hundred miles S 
E. of Cabot's Head. To that river, therefore, 
our course was directed, in hopes of finding 
the enemy's schooner Nancy, which wa* 
thought to be in that quarter. On the 13th 
instant the fleet anchored oft' the mouth of that 
river, and my troops were quickly disembark- 
ed, on the peninsula, formed between the ri- 
ver and lake, for tho purpose of fixing a camp. 
On reconnoitring the position thus taken, i^ 
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wu discovered tiiat the schooner Nancy was 
drawn np in the river, a few hundred yards 
above us, under cover of a block house, erect* 
ed ou a commanding situation on the opposite 
shore. 

Having landed with nothing larger than four 
pounders, and it being now too late in the 
evening to establish a battery of heavy guns, 
I determined on remaining silent, until I 
could open with effect. 

On the follow ing morning a fire for a few 
minutes was kept up by the shipping upon the 
blm-k house, hut with little effect, as the di- 
rection towards it only could be given, a thin 
wood intervening to obscure the view. Abont 
12 o'clock two howitzers, an 18 1-2 and 5 1-2 
inch, being placed within a few hundred yards 
of the block house, commenced a fire which 
lasted but a few minutes, when the house 
Mew np ; at the same time communicated 
tiie fire to the Nancy, which was quickly so 
enveloped in Barnes, as to render any attempts 
which might be made to save her unavailing. 
My first impression on seeing the explosion, 
was, that the enemy, after having spiked hi? 
guns, bad set fire to the magazine himself; but 
upon examination it was found to have been 
occasioned by the bursting of one of our 
shells, which firing some combustible matter 
near the magazine, gave the enemy but bare- 
ly time to escape beforo the explosion took 
place. The commodore secured and brought 
off the guns which were mounted within the 
block-house (two twenty-four pound carro- 
nades and one long six pounder, (together with 
some round shot, grape and canntster. The 
enemy will feel sensibly the lovs of the Nan- 
cy, her cargo consisting (at the time of Iter 
being on lire) of several hundred barrrcls of 
provisions, intended as a six months supply 
fe e garrison at .Mackinac. 

ving executed (so far as my force could 
t) the orders of the 2d of June, given 
by the secretary of war, I left Nautan- 
asaga on the 16th, and arrived ou the 21st 
at the mouth of the river St. Clair with my 
whole force, except a few soldiers ef the 17lh 
infantry, who were left as marines on board 
two small vessels, which still continue to 
cruise ou that lake. I am, most respectfully, 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
GEORGE CKOGHAN. 
Lieut. Col. 2d Rifle Rcgt. 

Brig. Gen. D. Arthur, 
commanding 8th military district. 

Copy of a Utter from commodore Chauncey to 
the Secretary of the Navy, dated 

U. S. sdi. Superior, off Kingston, August 10,1814. 

Sir — Great anxiety of mind and severe 
bodily exertions have at lenlh broken down 
the best constitution and subjected me to a 
violent fever that confined me for eighteen 
days. This misfortune was no more to be 
foreseen than prevented, but was particular- 
ly swhxtc at the moment it happcued ; as it 



indnced a delay of five or six days in the sail- 
ing of the fleet. 

In the early part of July, I expected the 
fleet would be made ready for sailing by the 
10th er 1Mb ; but many of the mechanics 
were taken sick, and amongst them the block- 
makers and blacksmiths, so that the Mohawk 
could not be furnished with blocks and iron 
work for her gun and spardecks before the 
24th or 25th ult. when she was reported ready 
by Captain Jones. As considerable anxiety 
had been manifested by the public to have 
the fleet on the lake, I should have asked 
Captain Jones to take charge of it and go out, 
but I was then recovering my health, and was 
confident I should be able in three or four 
days to go on bard myself. There was an 
additional reason for submitting to this delay 
in the difficulty I found in making the changes 
of commanders, neither of them neing willing 
to be sepcratcd from his officers and men, and 
a change of crews thongh the fleet being inad- 
missible. 

lu the afternoon of the 31st July I was ta- 
ken on board, but it was calm, and I did not 
sail before the next morning. To satisfy at 
once whati vcr expectations the public had 
been led to entertain of the sufficiency of this 
squadron to take and maintain the ascendan- 
cy on this lake, and at the same time to ex- 
pose the futility of promises, the fulfilment of 
which had been rested on our appearance at 
the head of the lake, I got under way in the 
morning of the 1st iust. and steered for the 
mouth of the Niagara, Owing to light wind*, 
I did not arrive off there before the 6th. There 
we intercepted one of the enemy's brigs run- 
ning over from Turk to Niagara with troops, 
and run her on shore about six miles to the 
westward of Fort George. I ordered the 
Sylph in, to anchor as near to the enemy as 
she could with safety, and to destroy her. 
Captain Elliot ran, in a very gallant manner, 
to within from 300 to 500 yards of ber, and 
was about anchoring when the enemy set fire 
to her and she soon after blew up. This ves- 
sel was a schr. the last year, and called the 
IJeresford — since they altered ber to a brig, 
they changed her name, and I have not been 
able to ascertain it. She mounted 14 gnus, 
twelve 24 pound carrouades, and two long nine 
pounders. 

Finding the enemy had two other brigs and 
a schooner in the Niagara river, I determined 
to leave a force to watch them, and selected 
the Jefferson, Sylph aud Oneida for that pur- 
pose, and placed the whole under the orders 
of Capt. Ridge ly. Having looked into York 
without discovering any vessel of the enemy, 
I left Niagara with the remainder of the 
squadrou ou the evening of the 7th, and arri- 
ved here the 9th. We found one of the ene- 
my's ships in the offing, and chased her into 
Kingston. 

My anxiety to return to this end of the lake 
was increased by the knoirlckgc I had of the 
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weakness of Sackctt's Harbour, ami the ap- 
prehension that the enemy might receive a 
large reinforcement at Kingston, and embark- 
ing some of the troops on hoard his fleet, 
make a dash at the harbour and burn it with 
f' m y st °res during our absence. Wheal 
•eft the harbour there were but about 700 
regular troops fit for duty. It is true, a few 
militia had been called in, but little could be 
expected of them should an attack be made. 
My apprehension, it seems, was groundless, 
the enemy having contented himself with 
annoying in some trifling degree the coasters 
between Oswego and the harbour in his boats. 

I cannot forbear expressing the regpet I 
tcel that so much sensation has been excited 
mi the public mind, because this suuadroif 
«ud not sail so soon as the wise heads that 
conduct our newspapers have presumed to 
think I ought. I need not suggest to one of 
your experience, that a man of war may ap- 
pear to the eye of a landsman perfectly rea- 
dy for sea, when she is deficient iu many of 
the most essential point* of her armament, 
nor how unworthy I should have proved my- 
self of the high trust reposed in me, had I 
ventured to sea in the face of an enemy of 
equal force, without being ready to meet him 
in one hour after my anchor was weighed. 

It ought in justice to be recollected that 
the building and equipment of vessels on the 
atlamic are unattended by any of the great 
difficulties which we have to encounter on 
this lake ; there every department abounds 
with facilities. A commander makes a re- 
quisition, and articles of every description 
are furnished in 12 hours ; but this fleet has 
been built and fitted in the wilderness, where 
there are no agents and chandlers' shops, and 
foundenes, &c to supply our wants, but eve- 
ry tiling is to be created ; and yet I shall not 
decline a comparison of what has been doue 
here with any thing done on the atlantic, in 
the building or equipment of vessels. The 
Gucrriere, lor instance, has been building and 
fitting upwards of 12 months in the city of 
Philadelphia, and is not yet ready. The 
President frigate went into the navy-yard at 
New- York for sonic partial repairs, a few days 
after the keel of the Superior was laid ; since 
then two frigates of a large class, and two 
sloops of the largest class, have been built 
and fitted bore, and have sailed before the 
President is ready for sea, although every ar- 
ticle of their armament and rigging has been 
transported from New- York in despite of ob- 
stacles almost insurmountable. I uill go far- 
ther, sir, for it is due to the unremitted and 
unsurpassed exertions of those who have serv- 
ed the public miner my command, and will 
challenge the world to produce a parallel in- 
stance, in which the same number of vessels 
of such dimensions have been built and fitted 
in the same time by the same niunber of 
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succeeded in satisfying the expectations of the 
public, but it would be infinitely more pain- 
rul, could I find any want of zeal or exertion 
in my endeavours to serve them, to which t 
could in any degree impute their disappoint- 
ment. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with the utmost 
respect, your most obedient and ver 
servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. Wsi. Jones, 

Secretary qf the Navy, 



From ike National Intelligencer. 
Copy of a letter from Vice Admiral 
to Mr. .Monroe. 
His Britannic Majesty's skin, tkt Ton* 
\ in the Patwcent River, 



I eroifess that I nm mortified in not having 



18/ A August, 1814. 
SIR — Having been called upon by the go* 
vernor geueral or the Canadas to aid him in 
carrying into effect measures of retaliation 
against the inhabitants of the United States, 
for the wanton destruction committed by their 
army in Upper Canada, it has become impe- 
riously my duty, conformable to the nature of 
the governor general's application, to issne to 
the naval force under my command, an order 
to destroy and lay waste such towns and dis- 
tricts upon the coast, as may be found as- 
sailable. 

I had hoped that this contest would hare 
terminated, without my being obliged to re- 
sort to severities which are contrary to the 
usage of civilized warfare, and as it has beea 
with extreme reluctaucc and concern that I 
have found myselfcompelled to adopt this sys 
tern of devastation, I shall bo equally grati' 
cd if the conduct of the executive of the U 
ted States will authorise my staying such • ■• 
coedings, by making reparation to the s* 
ing inhabitants of Upper Canada; tr 
manifesting that if the destructive mt i 
pursued by their army were ever sane* : H 
tliey will no longer be permitted by tie <;•• 
vernraent. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with much con- 
sideration,your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) ALEX. COCHRANE, 

Vice admiral and commander in chief of FL 
D. Majesty's ships and vessels upon the 
North American station. 
The Hon. James Monroe, Secretary 
of State, &c. Sx. Sec. Washington. 

Copy qf a letter from Mr. Monroe to Sir A 
an:! a- Cochrane, Fkc A'lmiral, Sec. 

Department of State, Sep 6, 1814. 
SIR — I have had the liouour to receive your 
letter of the 18th of August, stating.that having 
been called on by the governor general of the 
Canadas, to aid him in carrying into an effect 
measures of retaliation against the inhabitants 
of the United States, for the wanton desola- 
tion committed by their army in Upper Ca- 
nada; it has become your duty, conformably 
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with the uatnre of the governor general's 
application, to issue to the naval tbrce under 
your command, an order to destroy and lav 
waste such towns and districts upon the coast 
as may be found assailable. 

It is seen with the greatest surprise, that 
this system of devastation which has been 
practised by the British forces, so manifestly 
contrary to the usage of civilized warfare, is 
placed by you on the ground of retaliation. 
rio sooner were the United States compelled 
to resort to war against Great Britain, than 
they resolved to wage it in a manner most 
consonant to the principles of humanity, and 
to those friendly relations which it was desi- 
rable to preserve between the two nations, 
after the restoration of peace. They per- 
ceived however with the deepest regret that 
a spirit alike just and humane was neither 
cherished nor acted on by your government. 
Such an assertion would not be hazarded, if it 
was not supported by facts the proof of which 
has perhaps carried the same conviction to 
other nations that it has to the people of 
these states. Without dwelling ou the de- 
plorable cruelties committed by the savages 
in the British ranks, and in British pay, ou 
American prisoners at the Hiver Haisin, which 
to this day has never been disavowed or 
atoned ; I refer, as more immediately con- 
nected with the subject of your letter, to the 
wanton desolation that was committed at 
Havre-de-Grace, and at George Town, early 
in the spring, 1813. These villages were 
burnt and ravaged by the naval forces of 
Great Britain, to the min of their unarmed 
inhabitants, who saw with astonishment that 
they derived no protection to their property 
roin the laws of war. During the same season, 
i-'enes of invasion and pillage, carried on 
under the same authority, were witnessed all 
along the waters of the Chesapeake, to an ex- 
tent inflicting the most serious private dis 



to the early outrages above enumerated, w2f 
not execuied'ou that principle. The village 
of Newark adjoining Fort George, and its de- 
struction was justified by the officer who or- 
dered it, on the ground that it became neces- 
sary in the military operations there. The act 
however was disavowed by the government. 
The burning which took place at Long Point 
was authorised by the government, and the 
conductof the officer subjected to military 
tribunal. For the burning at St. Davids* 
committed by stragglers, theofficer who com- 
manded in that quarter was dismissed without 
a trial, for not preventing it. 

I am commanded by the president distinct- 
ly to state that it as little comports with any, 
orders which have been issued to the military 
and naval commanders of the United States, 
as it does with the established and known hu- 
manity of the American nation, to pursue 4 
system which it appears you have adopted. 
This government owes it to itself, to the 
principles which it has ever held sacred, to- 
disavow, as justly chargeable to it, any such 
wanton, cruel and unjustifiable warfare. 

Whatever unauthorised irregularity may 
have bceo committed by any of its troops, it 
would have been ready, acting ou these 
principles of sacred and eternal obligation, 
to disavow, and as far as might be prac- 
ticable, to repair. But in the plan of deso- 
lating warfare which your letter so explicitly 
makes known, and which is attempted to be 
excused on a plea so utterly groundless, the 
president perceives a spirit of deep rooted] 
hostility, which without the evidence of such 
facU, he could not have believed existed, or 
would have been carried to such an extremity. 

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever 
nature they may be, not sanctioned by the 
law of nations, which the military or naval 
force of either power may have committed 



tress, and under circumstances that justified *£*' 1 ™} otl, cr, this government will al- 
the suspicion, that revenge and cupidity, wa . vs rcad y t0 ei,ter mto reciprocal arrat 
rather than the manly motives that should D 



dictate the hostility of a high minded foe, led 
to their perpetration. The late destruction 
of the houses of the government in this city 
is another act which comes necessarily into 
view. In the wars of modern Europe, no ex- 
amples of the kind, even among nations the 
most hostile to each other, can be traced. In 
the course of ten years past, the capitals of 
the principal powers of the continent of 
Europe have been conquered, and occupied 
alternately by the victorious armies of each 
other, and no instance of such wanton and un- 
justifiable destruction has been seen. We 
must go back to distant and barbarous ages to 
find a parallel for the acts of which I complain. 

Although these acts of desolation invited, 
if they did not impose on the government the 
necessity of retaliation, yet in no instance has 
it been authorised. The burniug of the vil- 
lage of Newark in Upper Canada, posterior 



It is presumed that your government 
will neither expect nor propose any which are 
not reciprocal. 

Should your government adhere to a system 
of desolation, so contrary to the views and 
practice of the United States, so revolting to 
humanity, repugnant to the sentiment and 
usages of the civilized world, whilst it will be 
seen with the deepest regret, it must and will 
be met with a determination and constancy 
hecomiug a free people, contending in a just' 
cause for their essential rights, and their dear- 
est interests. 

I have Uic honour to be, with great 
ration, sir, your most obedient liumble s* 
vaut, 

(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 

Vice Ad. Sir Alex. Cochrane, 
Commander in Chief of H. B. Majesty's 

ships and vessels, kc. 

* . 
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COMMERCIAL POLICY. 
no. vir. 

Is a peace for this country to l>c rv 
pected from diplomatic parade ? Will 
Messrs. Russell and Gallatin act against 
instructions ? Or will Messrs. Adams and 
Bayard and Clay, agree to act without 
tbem 1 And what solid basis of peace can 
be found in the instructions given by 
the cabinet? Whatever may be the di- 
version produced by sporting opinions 
about incidental questions, the basis of | 
peace is the main consideration essential- 
ly belonging to the Bubject. 

In the days of the national assembly, 
and their revolutionary successors, al- 
though pretenders to political philosophy 
in France were so abundant in paradoxes 
and superficial views, they did not pre- 
tend, with respect to colours of the coun- 
try, that a private vessel traversing the 
seas could be privileged as having a ge- 
neral character of nationality or neutrali- 
ty in navigation without requiring the 
character in any of the navigators, ex- 
cept n master. A pretension of such pa- 
radoxical insanity as a cause for persisting 
in war, has [ w en reserved for a cabinet 
near the Potomac. It was produced by cabi- 
net influence, and ro3e like an exhalation. 

For such a pretension, a cessation of 
arms was refused in the autumn of 1&12, 
when the French invasion of Russia was 
known in the United States. 

That refusal stamps the character of 
the cabinet. It exhibits the avowed 
cause for continuing this war oi misgui- 
dance and waste. 

In all that .vague pretension, 




want of national basis. It is not for the 
benefit of American or neutral mariners. 
It is not for the interest of the United 
States. It is not warranted by public 
law. Our own country is left without 
any other power of the civilized world 
to speak in favour of the cabinet policy. 
While the cause has been such, was 
it to be credited, that the conduct of 
affairs Tor the United States would be 
better than such a cause, if left to de- 
pend on the cabinet i 

There is no doubt, it must have been 
agreeable to cabinet politicians, as be- 
ing conducive to their views, that per- 
sons condemning this cabinet war should 
depend on the cabinet for a peace. When 
affairs are referred to executive discre- 
tion with such gratuitous facility, what 
more should the cabinet expect or de- 
desire from any accusing eloquence ? On 
the very subject in question, this con- 
demning and confiding propensity expo- 
ses the persons to be encouraged, illuded 
disappointed, from season to season, as 
may suit the purposes of cabinet manage- 
ment. The disposition to anticipate a 
settlement of controversy from such ma- 
nagement has not entirely ceased, although 
effusions about some diplomatic expectan- 
cy have been so periodically lep ri! 
and found illusory. If the eilusions, nave 
been vague and ambiguous as Delphic re 
sponses,themanageablecredulitysoconve- 
nient to the cabinet has not been exhaust- 
ed by ten years of verbiage and illusion. 

To negotiate about a peace first, and 
leave the controversy to be finished all 
terwards, is a plan worthy of those who 
could engage in a war of conquest with- 
out providing for the common defence. 
After years of experimental embarrass- 



ment?, if it should be found that the ve» 
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scl of state can l>c made to fly towards 
any destination equally well with either 
end foremost, the invention might present 
the similitude of a whale boat instead of 
a ship. Notwithstanding the charges in- 
curred for such experiments under the 
superintendence of the cabinet, it might 
he consistent with common sense to 
finish the controversy" about maritime in- 
teresls, hy distinguishing the fair proceed- 
ings from the fraudulent, and substituting 
order for confusion. This requires no di- 
plomatic verbiage, and no invasion of 
Canada. 

Although, in the nature of things, pro- 
per measures on the part of government 
would have left no subject of maritime 
controversy between the T.'nited States 
and any European power, the procedure 
would not have gratified the contractors 
for places of trust and profit iu the United 
States; it would not have indulged a pas- 
sion for conquest ; it would not have in- 
creased the slock of disposable offices 
and agencies; it would not have called 
for additional taxes, and multiplied requi- 
sitions of militia. If the national benefit 
had been consisted distinctly, and the 
American rights had been maintained, 
without favouring any scheme of con- 
quest abroad, or domination at home, 
what faction would have been gratified ? 

Among the cabinet plans about a peace, 
one of the most hopeless in a national 
view, is that of conquering Canada. In- 
deed it may now be pronounced the most 
Jiopeless, except perhaps the plan contain- 
ed in the instructions for the five-headed 
mission to Gottenburg. 

A peace for this country ought to rest 
upon fair public principles. To be dura- 
ble, the peace must not be degrading to 
the country. It ought to be consistent 
with national character and liberty of 
commerce, consistent with the universal 
principle of defence, consistent with the 
tranquillity of the world. This would be 
for the welfare of the country, bill w ould 
not be the affair of a faction. Tow ai ds the 



attainment of such a peace,, the prosecu- 
tion of invasive war is w orse Allan useless. 

The principles of maritime order and 
regard to couutry, perfectly accord with 
the principles upon which a peace for the 
United States ought to rest. And these 
accord w ith the letter and spirit of our 
constitutional polity. Systematic regula- 
tions, founded in such principles would 
have promoted the welfare of the country, 
without leaving any subject of maritime 
controversy between the United States 
and Europe. 

If we dare to examine the actual rela- 
tions of this country, a comprehensive po- 
licy founded in such principles may be 
estimated among the primary objects of 
patriotic desire. Essential to a good 
peace and consistent with justice to all, it 
is recommended by considerations of com- 
mon interest, public security, national ho- 
nour. And the peculiar situation of the 
United States might have favoured the 
establishment of such a policy. Hut the 
political dealers, who make profit by con- 
fusion and discord, would act against their 
own craft, if they encouraged a system of 
order and peace. 

The general certainty and security of 
landed interests, with the freedom from 
feudal tenure, in the United States, illus- 
trating the use of general principles, might 
have favoured a policy of regularity and 
security in relation to the maritime inte- 
rests of the country. If the progress of 
Europe in maritime law before the seven- 
teenth century was slow and limited in 
comparison with suhseqaenl improve- 
ments, the settlement of general questions 
concerning territorial rights, with the pre- 
valence of interior order and tranqnilli! y, 
may he pronounced favourable to the es- 
tablishment of rules for the ordering of 
maritime concerns. Within that century, 
questions of extensive importance were 
agitated and decided. The advancement 
of knowledge, the progress of arts, with 
the extension of commerce, cherished a 
spirit of liberty which operated with 
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Powerful effect in various parts of Europe* 
Cast a rapid eye over events of the time ! 
Their influence extends to the nineteenth 
«entury. 

On the opening of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, the United Netherlands were seen at 
war with Spain. It was the Dutch war 
Of independence. History has recorded 
their advancement in commerce and ma- 
ritime enterprise, with their love of liber- 
ty, and their heroic constancy in maintain* 
ing it against obstinate bigotry and des- 
potic power. Although the war had been 
waged foryearsuhen the seventeenth cen- 
tury began, it was near the middle of the 
century before the Spanish government 
agreed to a pence whieh acknowledged 
the sovereignly of the states. 

T T -e causes which aided the progress of 
the reformation had extensive influence in 
affairs of government. AVar arose from the 
troubles of Bohemia in 1G13, and eventu- 
ally involved the protcstant and catholic 
states of the German empire with various 
powers of Europe. This was the famous 
thirty years war, in which the%reat Gus- 
tavus Adolphus of Sweden was conspicu- 
ous. The questions so deeply interested 
the parties in the war that negotiations 
relative to peace were depending several 
years* Plenipotentiaries and deputies 
opened the conferences of the congress in 
1043. The war between Spain and the 
United Netherlands being endcd,the peace 
of Westphalia was agreed on in October 
1648, and gave tranquillity to Germany, 
and jgenerally to Europe, although France 
and Spain continued at war. 

Lewis the XlVth was in his minority; 
and the interior of France was distracted 
by rivalries, plots, combats. Celebrated 
in arms, proscribed at Paris, and sentenced 
to lose his head, the prince of Conde threw 
himself on the protection of Spain; and at 
the head of Spanish troops in 1 652 he en- 
tered Paris. W hile Duke of Enghien, he 
had acted in concert with the famous Tu- 
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renne against the imperialists in Germa- 



ny. These great commanders were to 
display their talents against each other. 

Descending from the western Pyrenees 
to the Ray of Biscay, the stream of Bidas- 
soa is distinguished in the line of division 
between the French and Spanish territo* 
ries. In a military view, it is now memo- 
rable for the strife of talents between Wel- 
lington and Soult, and for achievements 
connected with the passage of the barrier. 
Wiihin that stream, is the Iste of Phea- 
sants. And there the Spanish and French 
ministers in 1 059 negotiated a treaty of 
peace called the Pyrenean treaty, or trea- 
ty of the Pyrenees. 

This treaty is observable for an article 
concerning the munner of proceeding in 
cases of visitation or search at sea. It has 
served as a model for stipulations between 
other |K)\vers. And the general provision 
has been adopted in several treaties of the 
Tinted States. It is seen in the treaty of 
1799 with Prussia, which recognized the 
principle with regard to the neutral owner- 
ship of the vessel and the neutral charac- 
ter of the ship's company, as well as the 
neutrality of the cargo* in case of claimir 
national and neutral privileges. All w 
to be proved by documents authentic* 
according to forms established at the pi 
from which the vessel might sail in time . 
war. The treaty recognized the right of 
search, as it contained a general provision 
concerning the manner of exercising that 
right. A nd it might be exercised in rela- 
tion to the ownership of the vessel and the 
national character of the navigators, and 
also in relation to the quality and owner- 
ship of the cargo. Proof in these respect* 
was to be made by documents, provided ac- 
cording to regulations established by the 
government of the country to which che 
vessel might belong. To establish such 
regulations, was regarded as the right and 
duty of the governments. And the pro- 
duction of such documents might be exact- 
ed when one of the contracting parties 
should be o{ v ar. They were to be deem 
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cd absolutely necessary on board vessels 
sailing from ports of the neutral party three 
months after notice of the war in which 
the belligerent party might be engaged. — 
K Such regulations have not been estab- 
lished in the United States, although the 
case of the treaty has occurred, the omis- 
sion of what ought to have been done is 
the more to be regretted, as the establish- 
ment of proper regulations in these re- 
spects must have been founded in general 
principles, and might have entirely exclu- 
ded the maritime controversy which lias 
been advanced by the cabinet as a cause 
for keeping this country in war. The ne- 
glect is among the proofs of want of regard 
to the real interests of American com- 
merce. 

On the subject of search at sea, the trea- 
ty of 1 799 between Prussia and the United 
States is conformable to general principles 
of law in case of maritime war, as stated 
more than sixty years before by a Dutch 
jurist of high authority. In his questions 
of public law, which appeared in 1737, 
Bynkershoek has considered it lawful to 
stop a friendl}' vessel that the friendly cha- 
racter might be ascertained, not from a dis- 
play of colours aloft which may be decep- 
tive, but from the very documents or in- 
strumental proofs found in the vessel (cx 
ipsis inslntmctttis in navi npcrtis.) This 
being entirely lawful aiid continually ob- 
served, according to Bynkershoek, it will 
be lawful also to canvass the documents 
pertaining to the merchandises on l»oard, 
(instnuncnta qua ad mcras palincnt excu- 
Urc.) 

Before the treaty of the Pyrenees was 
projected, that of Westphalia had settled 
various points of deep interest concerning 
territories in Europe and the claims of 
protestants and catholics. Territorial 
interests were recognized, ceded, exchang- 
ed, modified, confirmed, or relinquished, 
according to general arrangements agreed 
by the Congress. The United Swiss Can- 
tons were acknowledged independent and 



.free from the imperial jurisdiction. Va* 
rious bishoprics were secularized, to be 
holden as fiefs of the empire; and a simi- 
larity of privileges was assured to catho- 
lics ami protestants, including calvhrists 
as welt as lutherans. Notwithstanding 
ail the objections of the see of Rome, the 
treaty was ratified and carried into execu- 
tion. It became a fundamental law of the 
empire, and the basis of subsequent trea- 
ties. It was recognized for a basis of 
peace between the French and British go- 
vernments in 1 783, as mentioned by An 
Observer, whose masterly pen has honour- 
ed the pages of the Examiner. But the 
affairs of maritime commerce were not im- 
mediate objects of the continental pacifi- 
cation as agreed in 1643, by the Congress 
of Westphalia. 

Venice was a distinguished power whose 
mediation was acknowledged in the trea- 
ty. But Prussia at that time was not a 
kingdom. And the Russian government 
had no voice in the general affairs of Eu- 
rope. The city of Petersburg did not ex- 
ist. Russia was not within the feudal 
empire, nor under the papal dominion. 

Within four months from the peace of 
Westphalia, the successor to the crowns of 
England and Scotland bled on the scaf- 
fold. His son, Charles the Second, be- 
ing received from the continent by an En- 
glish squadron, in 1060, was conducted to 
the throne amidst the acclamations of En- 
gland. 

In the same year, a treaty was nego- 
tiated at Oliva, near Dantzie, for the pa- 
cification of the north. The French king 
had arrived at full age. And the negotia- 
tions at the Isle of Pheasants had restor- 
ed the prince of Conde to France, again 
to act in concert with Turenne. 

Spain having acknowledged the Dutch 
sovereignty in the winter preceding the 
peace of Westphalia, the war which arose 
between the Dutch and English in the time 
of Charles the Second wag closed by a 
treaty of peace negotiated illl 667 at Breda. 



Digitized by Google 



THE EXAMINER. 



293 



Nautical discoveries had given distinc- 
tion to Portugal as an independent power. 
It was a Portuguese squadron that achiev- 
ed the first voyage round the Cape of Good 
Hope to the East-Indies. But on a dis- 
puted succession, in 1580, the king of 
Spain, Avho was losing the Dutch Nether- 
lands, claimed dominion over Portugal, 
and enforced it with the power of the Span- 
ish mouarchy. The Portuguese, with the 
House of Braganza, having thrown off the 
Spanish yoke in 1 640, the war which arose 
between them was ended in 1G68, when 
Spain acknowledged the independence 
and crown of Portugal. 

Over Europe, there was peace. The 
•truggles had been long and arduous. — 
Great interests were depending. They 
concerned the state of Europe in matters 
of religion and government. The papal 
dominion had been extended over coun- 
tries within the feudal empire, and formed 
a wonderful power, whose scat was Rome. 
After ruling beyond the river Euphrates 
in the east, and over the breadth of Eu- 
rope to the British coast on the west, Rome 
was reduced to the condition of a fief, 
twelve hundred and niuety years after the 
seat of the Israelitish government was sub- 
jected to the Assyrian power. Governed 
as a fief, and known as a ducal station, 
Rome became a seat of ecclesiastical com- 
munications with feudal Europe. Where 
the feudal policy was established, the ec- 
clesiastical body formed a distinct estate. 
Tiieir attachment to the see of Rome dis- 
tinguished and combined the ecclesiastical 
power. .And the papal dominion arose 
amidst the feudal institutions. The Ro- 
mnu pontiff appeared as sovereign in coun- 
cils, soared above all secular authorities, 
claimed a supremacy in national concerns, 
and assumed the prerogative of partition- 
ing the terraqueous globe. At length, the 
temporal power of the hierarchy was shat- 
tered. Various states were freed from the 
see of Rome. And religious liberty was 
cherished in the bosom of commerce. 



Literary improvements, the use of the 
mariners' compass, Avilh astronomica 
•eience, the art or printing and gun pow-1 
der had shaken the fabric of a stupendous 
despotism. 

Language, science, arts, commerce, war, 
government, religion, all were changed 
since the Roman eagles were seen in 
Asia beyond the sources of the Euphrates 
and Tigris. The circuit of the Roman 
empire when fallen to decay exhibited a 
general depression, in which the human 
character was debased, and the social 
body disjointed. The empire of the west 
being overwhelmed by irruptions from the 
north, new governments, with new laws, 
new arts, new manners, new names, new 
languages, arise from the ruins. Such 
was the origin of the feudal states which 
became known as states of Christendom. 
The whirldwind out of the north shook 
the Roman world and accomplished one 
of the most signal revolutions in the his- 
tory of the human race. 

The eastern remains of the empii 
were overwhelmed by the followers < ' 
Mahomet. The famous library of Ale* 
andria was given to the flames. An- 
the Mahometan warriors pushed the- 
conquests to mount Atlas, sweeping ovi < 
all that part of Africa which had bee 
under the dominion of Rome. The ten 
pie of Jerusalem was occupied as * 
mosque. The Assiatic provinces wet 
seized. Greece was overrun. Constan- 
tinople became the prize of the followers 
of Mahomet under the Ottoman race. 
And the Mahometan empire advanced to 
the conflict against Christendom. After 
horrible collisions, the Mahometan arms 
were shattered before the christian chi- 
valry. A power which did not acknow- 
ledge the koran began to be known on 
the borders of the Black Sea. Russia 
was emerging, military science, the inte- 
rests of commerce and general civiliza- 
tion were regarded as objects of a sys- 
tematic policy in Russia after the occes- 
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of the Czar Peter, who took the title 
of emperor. At the close of the seven- 
teenth century, the general state of the 
christian vrorld was not endangered by 
the Mahometan power. In 1699, a peace 
was concluded for the borders of Chris- 
tendom. It was a moment of general 
tranquillity in Europe. And infant colo- 
nies along the western verge of the At- 
lantic ocean were founding the future 



empire of the United States of America, generally settled in the seventeenth cen 



dom, A political equipoise for general 
security, or what is understood by the 
balance of power, was regarded as a con- 
sideration which concerned the common 
welfare of states. The art of print* 
ing facilitated the communication of 
knowledge and opinions. The work of 
Grotiu8 on war and peace was given to 
the world. And the public law of Eu- 
rope in relation to continental rights, was 



The progress towards a new cast of 
human affairs is observable. Feudal do- 
minion in Europe wus divided among va- 
rious states whose territorial claims were 
now settled by solemn agreements au- 
thenticated in regular form, and preserved 
in public records. Their titles were to 
be seen as in a general registry which 
was open to the civilised world. In de- 
termining the outlines of territorial rights 
and describing the interests to be enjoy- 
ed, positive conventions between states, 
formed muniments of title and contrilui- 
ted to assure the relations of peace. Such 
conventions being sealed in form and 
interchangeably delivered, became deeds 
of the highest authenticity and were re- 
garded in public law as common assur- 
ances of national rights. Accordingly 
tiie states of feudal Europe had their se- 



tury. On bmd, private war was repress- 
ed, and public war was governed by ac- 
knowledged laws. In the course of 
eleven centuries, the nations struggled 
into order. 

New questions were to arise in the 
progress of maritime commerce and colo- 
nization. The principles of social order 
were to be extended over the ocean, as 
they were to be applied in relation to the 
maritime interests of different countries. 
And the territorial establishments with 
the interior police, which maintained do- 
mestic order in each maritime country, 
formed the strong foundation which was 
essential to the extension of order over 
the ocean. The social order perfectly 
accords with the universal principle of 
defence, which is another name for that 
great law of nature, the right of preserva- 



veral territories where they maintained lion. According to a policy truly defen- 
exclusive jurisdiction, while they ac- sive, the social force gives protection to 



knowledged general principles of law as 
applicable to all. Such an assemblage 
of states was a novelty in empire. They 
had similar tenures of candid interests, 
with similar institutions of government. 
They had similar distinctions of rank, 
with similar usages and honours in rela- 
tion to achievements of arms. The 
modes of proceeding in military stipula- 
tions with the courtesies of chivalry, ser- 
ved to fashion rules of intercourse be- 
tween public powers. All of them pro- 
fessed the religion of Christianity. In 
questions between powers, appeals were 
made to the general sense of chriatcn- 



private life, and organized strength is 
friendly to innocent activity. It is a na- 
tional policy, in which the pacific charac- 
ter is associated with the determined re- 
sistance to injury. It is the science of 
order exemplified in the administration of 
affairs, a policy of national justice, liber- 
ty, peace. If here order dcipts to comc % 
Jur sister liberty mill not be far> is the 
eloquence of poetry teaching philosophio 
truth. 

In the progress towards order in mari- 
time concerns, a primary consideration, 
interesting to every civilized country 
having communications by sea, and claim- 
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jug (be attention of governments, was 
'the repression of piracy* In addition to 
Jaws for the punishment of pirates ac- 
cording to the jurisdiction of the ad- 
miralty, and the employment *f force 
to arrest them at sea, a principle of 
police was adopted as a preventative of 
piratical proceedings. Vessels were to 
have on board the evidence of being per- 
mitted to proceed to sea. The want or 
it waB a cause of suspicion for which a 
vessel might be stopped and taken into 
port, without any public war. To ascer- 
tain this point, is a right connected with 
the legitimate exercise of authority on 
the part of a nation at peace, as well a6 
»on the part of a belligerent jwwer. Tbe 
general principle as it regards the repres- 
sion of piracy has been acknowledged 
among the states of Christendom. It 
is a primordial principle of the mari- 
time law. As a public maxim rela- 
tive to concerns, it has been receiv- 
ed without dispute in civilised Eu- 
rope. 

Other considerations relative to mari- 
time interests presented matters of con- 
troversy between European governments, 
in which the papers of state contained 
appeals to public opinion, while rival pre- 
tensions were asserted in arms. In rela- 
tion to cases of this description, public 
agreements served eventually to settle 
general boundaries of rights, or to assure 
the enjoyments of interests which might 
otherwise be controverted or refused. 
And such transactions were applicable 
in cases of maritime interests having a 
local cast. The world being circumna- 
vigated with the aid of the maguetic 
needle, and astronomical observations, 
maritime enterprises were not confined to 
inland seas and coasts of the ocean, as in 
days of imperial Rome. A colonial poli- 
cy of a new cast was begun Colonists 
And munitions were conveyed over the 
.oceans from various countries of Europe, 
Avith views of commerce and dominion. 



A new commerce, amidst the high seas, 
attracted the attention of governments. 
It was the commerce of the fisheries. 
And ships, with magazines, fire arms and 
tiers of guns, exhibited a naval force es- 
sentially different from any thing known 
to the galties of Rome and Carthage. All 
exemplified fhe advancement of science 
and arts. All gave rise to questions in 
public law. 

Of the controversies between European 
governments with reference to colonial 
interests in America, in the Indies and 
Africa, the evidence belongs to history, 
and is to be seen in wars and treaties of 
the maritime powers. Tbe advantages of 
the fisheries were evidently interesting to 
powers having naval forces and conflict- 
ing claims. There arose controversies 
concerning places of fishery, and the rela- 
tive interests to be enjoyed by European 
states and their dependencies. After al- 
tercations and trials by battle, in the 
course of more than a century, the chief 
questions concerning the national claims 
were settled by positive conventions. 
The general principle is founded in nr 
ture. In the society of nations, as amon r 
individuals, formal agreements have sol- 
ved to fix a practical standard of righfc 
and duties, according to the universal law 
of contracts. And national titles in re- 
lation to colonial interests and fisheries, 
were to be seen as registered in public 
records. The settlement of such exten- 
sive questions exhibited a general ad* 
vancement towards maritime order. 

Having relations with Europe, these 
Uuited States, as acknowledged indepen- 
dent, have derived advantages from 
such settlements. In 1301, there were 
few or no questions with any European 
power about national title, in cases of ter- 
ritorial claims or maritime interest of lo- 
cal cast, except perhaps in some case of 
construction concerning boundary, which 
of course might be settled by explanato- 
ry agreement. Whether stipulations in a 
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treaty, form reciprocal covenants? And 
•whether such covenants when made with 
reference to a state of peace can be dissolv- 
ed by open war between the parties, are 
inquiries on which the public law of Chris- 
tendom is well known. That the conse- 
quences were maturely considered, when 
■war was declared in June, 1812, might be 
supposed from the importance of the sub 
ject, if the supposition were not repelled 
iiy the fact of the declaration itself, as con- 
nected with expeditions for conquest 
northward and westward and southward. 

Various governments in Eirrnne had 
suthorized expeditions for making disco- 
veries by sea. Discovered places were 
occupied, and their affairs were adminis- 
tered, under the sanction of such authori- 
tv. The commerce between maritime 
colonics and the parent country, with the 
commerce of their fisheries, could be re- 
gulated, by governments, like commerce 
between ports of the same country. Eu- 
ropean governments did not controvert 
their own competence to establish rules for 
Ordering these great ranges of commerce. 
It was competent for the government of 
each country, in regulating such com- 
merce, to adopt principles of police for 
securing to their own people the priva- 
leges not belonging to strangers. Here 
the rules were to operate in relation to 
interests of individuals, and of course 
might be established by the government 
having jurisdiction in such cases. Ac- 
cordingly rules w ere established concern- 
ing the shipowners and navigators, and 
also concerning the quality and owner- 
ship of cargoes. As the government was 
disposed to prevent intrusions of strangers, 



European countries with regard to their 
colonial commerce. The ownership of 
the vessel, the national character of the 
officers and crew, the quality and owner- 
ship of the cargo, all have been objects 
of maritime legislation. And that regu- 
lations existed in France for ordering the 
French commerce of the fisheries before 
the close of the seventeenth century, is 
proved by the ordinance of the marine, 
with other measures of the French go- 
vernment, iu 1681. It is manifest, from 
various acts, that the English commerce 
of the ftsltcries was placed under regula- 
tions made in England before the close of 
that century. And in each country fur- 
ther regulations were provided in the 
course of the eighteenth century, as the 
government deemed requisite for the in- 
terests of the country, and to improve 
Uie maritime police. That the govern- 
ment could provide effectually for secu- 
ring to people of the country such privi- 
leges as were not allowed to strangers, 
generally, in these great ranges of com- 
merce, was proved by experience. This 
was evidently practicable, if the subject 
were but understood by the conductors af 
affairs. And experience has established 
the palpable truth. 

With regard to interests of individuals 
belonging to the national family, it is 
easy to see, that corresponding regulations 
might be applied in the general commerce 
between ports of the country and foreign 
places, if the government were really dis- 
posed to secure privileges to such indi- 
viduals as distinguished from strangers. 
This is well known in the legislation of 
maritime countries in Europe. The ge- 



measures were adopted for guarding against neral fact is certain, whatever maybe 
foreign abuses and frauds. In each class j the opinions of any cabinet politicians, if 
of questions concerning the commerce of they have examined VattePs observations 
fisheries, and the commerce between mail- 1 on commerce without making further re- 



time colonies and the parent country, 
legislative regulations were established 
and carried into effect. 

Such has been the known policy in 



search. Governments of European coun 
tries have made regulations for assuring 
to their shipowners and mariners privi- 
leges in navigation which are not indul^- 
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•fed to strangers in general. The result is,, rassmcnt, inquietude and illusion, a notiout 
that a general consent is observed among I multitbrmity, voluminous and vast. Impor- 
the maritime powers of Europe in the utionjt interdicted— vessels belonging to citi- 



zens of the United States all stopped in port— 
a general interdict in exportatioos in anj 
vessels whatever— exportations by land inter- 
dicted—communications iu the interior ob- 
structed — vexations and arbitrary exactions 
by executive dependants — doctrines subver- 
sive of freedom put in circulation— rescripts 
and treasury constructions of executive power 
claiming obedience as the laws of the land- 
military force taking place of civil authority 
tions, some of winch were not clearly set- 1— cent ingent expenses upon contingencies- 



nineteenth century, with regard to two of 
the three classes of questions concerning 
maritime commerce.. Indeed no disagree- 
ment is (bond to exist among them, in 
J 814, as to the leading principles con- 
cerning the ownership of commercial ves- 
sels, and the national character of the 
navigators. Concerning the cargoes, 
however, there have 



messengers of state and rumours of overtures— 
dispatcb vessel after dispatch vessel travers- 
ing the Atlantic ocean or Baltic sea — diplo- 
matic appointments upon diplomatic appoint- 
ments— cxecntivc communications of some 
sort accumulated upon executive communi- 
cations — year after year, have been witnessed, 
and a devastating war has been continued, as 
if the national character of the officers and 
crew of a private vessel could not be ascer- 
tained, so as to exclude public controversy, 
without such harrassing inflictions and with- 
out a parade of diplomacy extraordinary. 



tied in Europe when this year began. 
But such is now the general freedom from 
hierarcbal domination and feudal tenure ; 
such too has been the knowledge of mari- 
time concerns in the administrations, and 
such has been the general progress towards 
maritime order, that the people of Europe 
may hope for repose after the tremendous 
agitations of a war, without parallel in 
the records of ages. 

Austria or Germany, France, England, 
Prussia, Sweden, Portugal, Russia, may be 
regarded as parties to the general pacification 
agreed at Paris in May, 1314. In form and 
substance, that pacification is unparalleled. 
It extends to claims respecting territory, na- 
vigable rivers, colonies, fisheries, factories, 
interests in Europe, America, Africa, Asia. 
The powers named as parties give no counte- 
nance to the maritime pretension which has 
been raised by the cabinet so as to have this 
country kept in war. That pretension of 
anarchy and discord is notoriously unwarrant- 
ed by the principles of maritime order and 
regard to country, as generally acknowledged 
by the states of Christendom. 

While principles so interesting to the tran- 
quillity of the world have been insulted or 
eluded in practice, and known wrongs in 
these respects are indulged by the authority 
in this country which might prevent them, 
there is seen a policy of confusion and abuse 
which cannot be auspicious to the commer- 
cial interests of the United States. As such 

a policy i> not guided by the vital principles I question, whether by voluntary aid, and 
of order ^ ^ .0 cc, r, which holon* "^t^'o^^^^^-U^X 
-to the proper conduct of affairs, the procwd- tMcr we nre prepared to surrender without a 
ings exhibit a tortuous assemblage of cmbar-[ struggle, our national independence. To 



rSOM THE OUANOE COUNTY PATRIOT. 

PATRIOTIC ADD11ESS. 
We have receivtd the following from good 
authority, as the substance of a speech delivered 
by Ma. Dt'ER, at a late meeting of *ticn of all 
parties, in Orange county, in this stale. 

Ma. Chairman, 

Before the question is put on the resolu- 
tions proposed. 1 wish to be heard ibr a few 
minutes, in explanation of the motives by 
which my political friends and myself are ac- 
tuated, in coming forward on the present oc- 
casion. It must be distinctly understood, that 
we have seen no cause to change our opinions 
as to the inexpediency of the present war, and 
the incompetency of those by whom our na- 
tional affairs have been administered. We 
have believed that the original declaration of 
war, under the circumstances then existing, 
was neither justified by prudence, nor demand- 
ed by necessity. And it ought not to be in- 
ferred that we have relinquished this belief, 
because we are willing and usurious to defend our 
country. But, sir, the period tor the discus- 
sion of these topics is past. It is not now 
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sink again into the dependant, degrading 
station of colouies — to receive again tbe 
joke — again to be bound with the chains, 
from which the valour and the wisdom of our 
fathers redeemed us. In the decision or these 
questions, our former differences of opinion 
can have no influence. There can be none, 
as to the course now to be pursued ; as to 
the duties we are now called to perform. 
He must be stupidly or wick (idly blind, who 
does not see that the co-operation of all is now 
necessary to the safety <f all. But how is 
this to be effected ? Without an utter ex* 



weeks .will see the population of this fttnt^ 
armed as one man ; actuated by one spirit; 
advancing to one object. 

But. sir, that our co-operation may beeffec- 
tual'ittsnot enough that it be sincere aud 
cordial. If -we mean that it shall not die in 
languid effort, or exhaust itself in idle profes- 
sion, we must rouse the people to a sense of 
their danger. H e mmt dare to UU them the 
truth. We must cease-to flatter, to deceive 
them and ourselves, by diminishing the force 
of the enemy, and exaggerating our own pow- 
er. The impending dangers must be loado 



tinction of party spirit — an entire oblivion of known to tbe people in all their extent ; in 
party animosities, no such co-operation can all their awful reality, before we demand, or 



tak* place, unless we suppress those resent- 
ments— -banish those feelings of mutual sus- 
picion and distrust which our party contro- 
versies have excited, we never shall, nor cau 
set in concert. On our part we are willing 
to forget under what circumstances, and tor 
what purposes, as we supposed, the war was 
-declared. We will not stop to inquire who 
arc the authors of the evils by which we aro 
afflicted. We will no longer reproach tr-o^e 
-by Whom nich tnon have been maintained in 
power. But we have a right to expect — we 
•do expect, that those who have applauded 
the war as a wise aud a necessary measure, 
should cease to consider their fellow citizens, 
who from principle and reflections have con- 
demned, it as men careless of the l ights and 
Jionour v foes to the liberties and iudepen- 
•dence of our country. As men, devoted in 
their hearts to the eanse of the enemy, and 
■ready either by secrel treachery or open force 
to aid him in the conquest of our freedom. 
Let the disgraceful lan^iia^e no longer be 
held, that we are to he marked ; that we are 
to be proscribed ; to be held out as the ob- 
ject* of popular odium, and popular vengeance, 
if these sentiments continue to be felt ; this 
language to be held ; to expect our safety, 
ivctc desperation; were madness. If these 
■sentiments coutiune to be felt, this language 
to be held, the evils we now endure, are but 
the prelude to the horrors of a civil contest. 
And then, nothing short of the miraculous in- 
terposition of the Almighty can save the re- 
public — cau save tlie nation. 

•By union, therefore, alone — the sincere, 
zealous vigorous union of all, who have heads 
to direct, or hands to execute ; of all who 
have spirit to feel, and courago and capacity 
to avenge our wrongs, can our redemption be 
effected. And to unite, we must mutually 
forget, forgive, aud confide. How uoblc — 
how glorious will it be for the county of Or- 
ange — where our party contests have been 
conducted with no common violence, and have 
produced feelings of no common hostility— to 
give the examples of this generous, this per- 
fect reconciliation. Let us not doubt that 
our example will be followed. Let us unite 
with sincerity aud earnestness here, an 



shall witness those exertions and sacrifices, by 
which aloue these dangers can be averted or 
repelled. Puder any circumstances it is al- 
most criminal to despair of our country ; and 
never, even in my darkest hours of gloom and 
melancholy, lave I permitted for a moment, 
that thought to intrude. Wherefore shoufcl 
we dctpair ? ''It is true, a strange epathy 
seems to have pervaded the community. 
The people seem to be sunk into a lethargy, 
which, unless they arc roused, must prove 
fatal. But they will be roused. It is tbe 
apathy, not of indifference, but of ignorance. 
Convince them that the object of tbe contest 
now, is that for which their fathers fought, 
and the spirit of their fathers is at once revi- 
ved ; the' flame rekindled which led them to 
safety and to glory. Whereof should we de- 
spair? Have wc not the ability or means to 
defend ourselves ? When in onr infancy ; 
when, to use the language of one of our warm- 
est friends, "we were in the gristle, and 
not yet hardened into the bone ot manhood." 
with a government weak and disorganized ; 
a people distracted; without funds; without 
resources, almost without arms — this same 
cuemy we met— »we repelled — and conquered. 
And now, our population trebled ; our wealth, 
all our resources and means of defence incal- 
culably multiplied : Now that our sinews are 
knit, aud our joints are hardened, our arms 
are to drop bloodless from our bands ; and we 
to prostrate ourselves with fear and trembling 
in adoration of the power we resist ! ! No, sir; 
this is incredible ; it is impossible. Convince 
the people that this is a second contest lor 
independence, and the blood of their ancestors 
will rush in their veins ; even from their 
tombs shall we hear their voices inspiring us 
like them to endure, like them to suffer ; and I 
trust in God, like them to triumph. 

REMARKS. 
If there is in the -state of New-York a man 
of unsullied purity, of powerful eloquence, a 
clear understanding, it is Johk Dueb. If 
ever be is found to err, it will be from that 
generous spirit, that effervescence of fervent 



( j | zeal, which are so conspicuous iu this gentle- 
.hazard jwthin^ in the prediction that a few! man. He is one of those few men, who can 
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b# wrong without being suspected ; whose 
lead is not the less entitled to be trusted, 
because his heart may for once perhaps, have 
gotten the better of it. The address of Mr. 
Duer was delivered at a period of great and 
well founded alarm ; at a moment, when the 
reins of government bad dropped from the 
always ne-rrctess, but now palsied bands of 
administration. From the north, and thd 
south; from the cast, and the west, the notice 



Maryland, far, far beyond the reach of the 
enemy, far from the sight, or even knowledge 
of each other. He had seen the enemy in 
quiet, unmolested, uaendangered possesion 
of Washington, while the army of the United 
States, was watchiug his movements at the 
distance of twenty miles ! he had seen the 
president of the United States, and his secre- 
tary, begging shelter and their bread, from 
door to door, and happy at last to find a pi 1 loir 



of danger was borne on every gale. By laud j on wYich to repose; uupursued, unendangercd, 
and water, we we were encircled with perils ; he bad seen them yield to terrors, which, we 
and the flames of Washington ascended from [should have pitted, while we blamed them in 
the centre of the empire, to warn us, that if 
we had a country, it required the united wis- 
dom, andeuergy of its people to save it. The 

horrors of that war, which the president, and | he has dared to wield the destinies of the 



helpless children. If the president of the 
United States, may be forgiven for the want 
of military skill, how shall he answer it, that 



his subservient congress had invited, were 
coming thick upon us. We had lavished our 
treasures, until the public credit was ex- 
hausted ; our enlistments had licked up all our 
loose population : aud, what had Mr. Madison 
accomplished? Two years of war, so far from 
realizing the promised conquest of Canada, 
had placed portions of our territory in the 
hands of the enemy. Instead of establishing 
conquests, we had only excited in the British 
provinces, the loathing of detestation, the in- 
extinguishable spirit of revenge. Instead of 
rousing the apprehension of the British minis- 
try, or the British people, by the character 
of our exploits, we had caused the first to 
hate and detest, and the latter to despise us. 
We had talked much, and we had talked well ; 
and if talking could have made a cabinet 
powerful, that of Mr. Madison had given 
proof of its ability to conquer the world. But 
although it deceived itself and its confiding 
dupes, it had not deceived the enemy. For, 
in defiance of our cabinet boasting, and gas- 
conading, that enemy marched forward to 
Washington, with as much unconcern, as if he 
had been piercing his way through a flock of 
gabbling geese. Mr. Duer, had seen, not only 
the brave militia, that bulwark of our safety, 
so often boasted of as the sure defence of our 



nation, with bauds too nervous even for the 
distaff. Children have fled before now, at the 
rustling of the dry leaves; they have mis- 
taken the shadows flung by the moon across 
their patlis, for the forms of ruthless robbers, 
or restless spirits. But Mr. Madison, and his 
cabinet, and his generals, fled, seeing no dan- 
ger, hearing none, there beiug none. When 
they trembled, they had uot even the rust- 
ling of the leaves to plead their excuse; if 
new terrors, added new speed to their flight, 
the moving shadows were not in fault. The 
disgraceful scene, was Uic simple result of 
coward fancy. Cockburn, and his incendi- 
aries, were enjoying the conflagration of 
Washington, while Mr. Madison, some twenty 
miles off, was still supplied, by his terrors, 
with the means of flight; still pressing wildly 
forward, to find in distance safety from danger. 

Mr. Duer beheld the U. States subjected to 
an administration possessed of neither the in- 
tellect nor the courage necessary to be inter- 
posed betweeu the nation and its unsparing 
invaders. He found himself in the midst of 
men, who had been the obstinate and idola- 
trous worshippers of this despicable cabinet ; 
among men who still hugged their pernicious 
prejudices with bigoted fondness; among 
tneu who hoped, aud hoping expected, and ex- 



country, when John Adams* standing army I pecting believed, hoping agaiust hope, and be- 
excited so much terror, he had seen not only lieving against possibility, that their idols 
this militia flying, and that even before the iof wood, and iron, and brass, might yet show- 
first onset ; but, he had seen also, every gene- something of the energies of men, alter they 



ral, and every member of the cabinet, victims 
of the same panic, scouring, some the plains 
of Virginia, and others the mountains of 



bad ceased to be regarded as Gods. Mr. Duer 
felt, no doubt, that we were now abandoned in 
form by that administration, which for wise or 
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vigorous purposes, had never been any thing 
but the form of an administration. He felt, 
that upon God and themselves must the peo- 
ple rely ; because the appearance of protec- 
tion, or even aid, was no longer so much as af- 
fected to be held out by the constitutional au- 
thorities ; that unanimity was the bone, and 
muscle, aud soul of popular exertion. lie ad- 
dressed the meeting, therefore, as if there was 
do authority in the land ; and if there had been 
none, he would have done right. He address- 
ed them, as if no calamities were to be appre- 
hended from the folly, and no disgraces from 
the cowardice of those, whose very folly and 
cowardice bad been the cause of collecting the 
assembly he addressed. He recommended an 
extinction of party spirit : as if the patriots, 
with whom he has hitherto felt and acted, had 
been induced, by the mere spirit of party, to 
reprobate the war. He sought to produce a 
eo-opcration of all the members of the commu- 
nity, but he insisted that without " an entire 
oblivion of party animosities/' it could not 
take place. I have no doubt the democratic 
gentlemen were much obliged to Mr. Duer for 
allowing his own party to be all in the wrong, 
and their's all in the right. And, as if this 
were not sufficient to satisfy them, the orator 
adds — On our part (that is on the part of the 
" federalists of Orange,) we arc willing to kor- 
** get under what circumstances, and for what 
44 purposes, we suppos-ED the war was declar- 
ed. We will not stop to inquire who are 
44 the authors of the evils by which we are 
44 afflicted." 

Now, I must be permitted to say, that if 
this is not giving away all the principles, up- 
•<n which the federal party has, ever since the 
war, maintained itself, I do not know how that 
operation is to be performed. If it is not 
abandoning one ol* the most proper opportuni- 
ties that can occur, to open the eyes of this 
unhappy, deluded, and ruined people, God 
knows when a fit opportunity will arrive. If 
men, like Mr. Ducr, will consent so entirely to 
gag themselves, as not even to speak in just 
and merited terms of that dreadful declaration 
of war, which is the cause of all our calamities, 
nor even " to inquire who are the authors" of 
it; if we are merely to fight, never inquiring 
why we were set a fighting, nor under whom we 
are slaughtered and ruined ? then have we re- 
vived to become a nation upon whom expe- 



rience is to exhaust its monitu 
dence its judgments, in vain. 

But what arc Mr. Duer, and the federal par- 
ty of Orange, whom he seems to represent, to 
have, in return for this patriotic quiescence 
under calamity and wrong, this tame submis- 
sion to the " authors" of calamity and wrong ? 
I ask not, what is the country to gain ? for ia 
that respect, nothing is stipulated. Things 
are to go on as they liave done, and tinder Urn 
same management. The war is to be a good 
war, and its authors are to be as good. Demo- 
cratic stomachs are so nice and so sickly, they 
are never to be nauseated by the smallest dose 
of disagreeable recollection, nor burdened by 
that indigestible stuff called argument. If 
they will only agree to " co-operate" with fe- 
deralists, nay. if they will only consent to let 
federalists sit at their side, at a public meet- 
ing, and fight by their side in the war which 
these federalists have hitherto reprobated, 
they shall never be tantalized by reflections 
upon the character of the war, nor irritated 
by correct representations of the conduct of 
its authors and conductors; and those " au- 
thors" shall be permitted to go quietly on, 
completing the work of ruin in which they 
have been so obstinate, so industrious, so suc- 
cessful. 

But what mighty boon is to be received in 
return (or all this complaisance, for all these 
concessions of opinion, this suppression of pa- 
triotic feeling, this sepulchral silence of men 
once high-toucd and eloquent in the cause of 
truth, reason, and their country ? Tell it not 
in Galh ! It is proposed and entreated, that 
the federalists 44 shall erase to be considered as 
44 men, careless of the rights and honour— foes 
44 to the liberties and independence of our 
44 country— as devoted to the cause of the ene- 
'* my— and ready, by secret treachery or open 
" force, to aid him in the conquest of our free- 
44 dom," &c. &c. Only cease your rude cla- 
mours on these points, we ask not for your con- 
fidence ; only forbear to bunt us down with 
those malignant falsehoods which have been 
your constant theme for twenty years, and 
your war shall be the most just war, and your 
president the most honest, wise, and energetic 
statesman, the most daring and intrepid hero, 
that ever graced the annals of any nation, 
since the days of Sir Johu Falstaff, for aught 
44 we" shall say to the contrary. 
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f mtist here take permission to entreat, that 
that by the remarks I have made, or may 
make, I mean neither to deny the necessity 
•f the reconciliation and re-union of the mass 
of brave and honest men of alt parties ; nor 
the fact that mutual forbearance, confidence 
and friendship, are essentially requisite to 
hem. bat I do mean to protest, and 
solemnly I do protest against the doc- 
trine, come from whence it may, that the 
defence of the country does not at all require 
that the true causes of this war should be in 
the feast degree lost sight of, or that the 
couduct of its authors, and conductors should 
be discharged from scrutiny. On the contra- 
ry I do insist, that it is an imperious and an 
indispensable duty, while our strength is ex- 
erted against the invader, that we do uot for- 
get who it was, and by whom it was that we 
was invited ; and especially that we do not 
forget the vigour with which be was attacked, 
nor the courage with which he was received 
and resisted; that morning aud evening, with 
onr supplications to the throne of mercy, we 
should mingle our prayers, that we may have 
understandings given us to perceive and know 
why it was, that a nation favoured of Heaveu, 
happy beyond example, reposing in tiie se- 
renity of peace, and surrounded by its abun- 
dance ; why it was, that this Oatiou was at 
first plunged into a ruinous war, and is at 
length threatened with continued aud accumu- 
lating miseries ? On this topic let the truth 
be once known ; and known, let the nation 
act upon it, and the gloom which surrounds us 
will dissolve. As we allied ourselves to the 
fortunes of the fallen tyrant, we can but hope 
to partake his destinies. Let us but shake off 
thoso who have brought the evil upon us, 
and we shall shake off the evil itself, at tho 
same instant. 80 far therefore, from political 
inquiries doing harm, it is a most undeniable 
truth, that unless by their aid, or some more 
efficient cause, we are made to sec that this 
war was commenced for wicked purposes, and 
that it has been conducted so miserably as to 
invite invasion, unless we are made to see 
that they whose weakness has invited inva- 
sion, will never have strength enough to re- 
pel it, there can be nothing for us to hope. 

Nor is it true, that unity of exertion de- 
pends upon unanimity of scntimeut. If it 
did we should never have that nnity of excr_ 



tion, for that unanimity does not, and 
exist, unless the deluded, but I am willing to 
allow, honest followers and supporters of Mr. 
Madison, and his pernicious politics, shall 
confess that those politics, are as wild and 
destructive, as their authors is incompetent 
to the most ordinary duties of difficult and 
dangerous times. Have the brave men, who 
have left their homes, to defend this city, and, 
who are prepared to sacrifice their lives for 
their country; have these men I wonder* 
changed, can they if they would, change their 
opinions of the character of this war, or thcuui- 
form conduct of its autlwrs, and conductors, 
from the period of its commencement to the 
present instant ? did these men take up arm% 
because they they thought differently of tho 
original character of the war, from what thoy 
originally did, because they had more con- 
fidence, than formerly, in the cabinet ? No. 
They took up arms, because, simply and* 
merely because, that cabinet was deplorably, 
aud notoriously incompetent to afford protec- 
tion to any part of the United States; be- 
cause, that cabinet, had exhibited as little 
courage, skill aud strength, in resisting at- 
tacks, as sagacity in foreseeing danger. It 
was stern, imperious, and awful necessity* 
that called them forth. Or, do the democrats 
believe, that because they have come here, 
they have left their opinions at home? Car 
otherwise ! for these very democrats are be- 
ginning to imbibe the very same opinions. 

The federalists know well why they en- 
gage in tlic war; it is because their country 
is attacked, and must be defended ; and be- 
cause, if it be not defended by the peopU, it 
will not be defended at all. The democrat* 
come forward ibr the same reason. It is not 
for Mr. Madison's projects, that they come 
to fight, it is for their own fire-sides, which, 
in the course aud by mcaus of his folly, have 
become cudangcred. Convince them of the 
original wickedness of this war, and they will 
not, therefore, more calmly, see their fields 
destroyed, their ware houses plundered, their 
cities desolated. It is misery enough to be 
plunged into such a war, without submitting 
to its utmost sufferings. Our countrymen ur 
arms will be strong enough to carry a mus- 
ket against the British, on one hand, aaft 
wise enough to reservo a ballot 
Madison, in the other. 
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Copy qf a Utter from Commodore Barney to 
the Secretary of the Aovy, dated 

Farm, at Elk Befce, Jug. 99/6. 1814. 
Sir — This is the first moment I have bad 
it in my power to make a report or the pro- 
ceedings or the forces under my command, 
»ince t had the nonpar of seeing you on Tues- 
day the 22d inst. at the camp at the " Old 
Fields." On the afternoon or that day we 
were informed that the enemy was advancing 
upon us. Our army was put in order of bat- 
tle, and our positions taken ; my forces were 

00 the right, flanked by the two battalions of 
the 36th and 38th regiments, where we remain- 
ed some hours. The enemy did not, however, 
inakc his appearance. A little before sunset 
General Winder came to me and recommend- 
«*d that the heavy artillery should be with- 
drawn, with the exception of one 12 pounder 
to cover the retreat. We took up the line of 
inarch, and in the night entered Washington 
by the Eastern Branch Bridge. I marched 
iny men, &c. to the marine barracks, and 
itook up quarters for the night. About two 
o'clock, Geueral Winder came to my quarters 
and we made some arrangements. In the 
morning I received a note from General Win- 
der, and waited upon him. He requested me 
to take command and place my artillery to 
defend the passage of the bridge nu the Last- 
ern Branch, as the enemy was approaching 
the city in that direction. I immediately put 
my guns in position, leaving the marines and 
the rest or my men at the barracks to wait 
further orders* I was in this situation when 

1 had the honour to meet you with the presi- 
dent and the heads of department, when it 
was determined I should draw off my guns and 
men, and proceed to Bladcnsburgh, which was 
immediately put into execution. On our way 
I was informed the enemy was within a mile 
df Bladcnsburgh : we hurried on, though the 
day was very hot. and my men much crippled 
from the severe marches we had experienced 
the preceding days. I preceded the men, and 
when 1 arrived at the line which separates the 
District from Maryland, the battle began. 
I sent an officer back to hasten on my men ; 
they came op in a trot. We took our posi- 
tion on the rising ground ; put the pieces in 
battery, posted the marines under Captain 
Miller, and flotilla men, who were to act as 
infantry, under their own officers, on my right, 
to support the pieces, and waited the ap- 
proach of the enemy. During this period 
the engagement continued ; the enemy ad- 
vancing and our army retreated beforo them, 
apparently in much disorder. At length the 
*• oemy made his appearance on the main road 
in force and in front of my battery, and on 
teeing us, made a halt ; I reserved our 6rc ; in 
a few minutes the enemy again advanced, 
when I ordered an 18 pounder to be fired, 
vjjich completely cleared the road; shortly 
-ltd a second and a third attempt was made 



by the enemy to come forward, but all wb* 
made the attempt were destroyed. The 
enemy then crossed over into an open field 
ami attempted to flank our right. He wat 
there met by three 24 pounders ; the marine* 
under Captain Miller, and my men acting as 
infantry, and again was totally rut up. By 
this time not a vestige of the American army 
remained except a body of live or six hundred 
posted on a height on my rhcht, from whom 
1 expected much support from their fiue situa- 
tion. The enemy from this period never ap- 
peared in force in front of us. He howcrcr 
pushed forward his sharpshooters, one of whom 
shot my horse under me, which fell dead be- 
tween two of my guns. The enemy who had 
been kept in check by our fire for nearly half 
an hour now began to outflank us on the right. 
Our guns were turned that way ; he pushed 
up the hill about 2 or 3Utl men towards the 
corps of Americans stationed as above de- 
scribed, who to my great mortification made 
no resistance, giving a fire or two and reti- 
ring. 

hi this situation we. had the whole army of 
the enemy to contend with ; our a mum nit ion 
was expended, and unfortunately the drivers 
of my ammunition wagons had gone off in 
the general panic. At this time I received a 
severe wound in my thigh. Captain Miller 
was wounded, sailing-master Warner killed, 
acting sailing-master Martin killed, and sail- 
ing-master Martin wounded, but to the hon- 
our of my officers and mcu as fast as their 
companions and mess-mates fVII at the guns, 
they were instantly replaced from those act- 
ing as infantry. Finding the enemy now com- 
pletly in our rear and no means of defence, I 
zave "orders to my officers and men to retire. 
Three of HQy officers assisted me to get off a 
short distance, but the great loss of blood oc- 
casioned such a weakness that I was compell- 
ed to lie down. I requested my officers to 
leave roe, which they obstinately refused, 
but upon being ordered they obeyed ; one only 
remained. In a short time I observed a Bri- 
tish soldier and had him called, and directed 
him to seek an otTcer ; in a few minutes an 
olficer came, who, on learning who I was. 
brought General Iloss and Admiral Corkbnrn 
to me. These officers behaved to me with 
the most marked attention, respect and po- 
liteness, had a surgeon brought and my wound 
dressed immediately. After a few minutes 
conversation the General informed me (after 
paying me a handsome compliment) that 1 
was paroled, and at liberty to proceed to 
Washington or Bladcnsburgh, as was also Mr. 
llvjfingtan who had remained with me, offer- 
ing me every assistance in his power, giving 
orders for a litter to l>e brought, in which I 
was earned to Bladensburgh. Captain If 'ain- 
irright, first captain to Admiral Cochrane, re- 
mained with me and behaved to mc as if I was 
a brother. 

the stay of the enemy at Bladcis- 
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•fctrgh I received the most polite attention 
(ami the officers, both of the navy and army. 

My wound is deep, but I flatter myself not 
dangerous ; the ball is not yet extracted. 1 
fondly hope a few weeks will restore roe to 
health, and that an exchange will take place 
that I may resume my command, or any other 
that you and the president may think proper 
for to honour me with. 

Yours respectfully, 

JOSHUA BARXEY. 



CAPTURE OF THE ESSEX. 
Copy Of « letter from Capt. UMyar, to Jdmi* 

ral Brown, ai Jamaica. 
R. Jf. F. PW>f, Valparaiso Bay, May SO, 1814. 

Sir — riiave the Iionour to acquaint you, that 
at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of the 28tu inst. 
after nearly four mouths anxious watching with 
his majesty's brig Cherub, for the- I nited 
States frigate Essex, and her companion, to 
quit the port of Valparaiso, wc saw the for- 
mer under way, and immediately the two- ves- 
sels made sail to close with her. 

Ou roundiug the outer poiut of the bay and 
hauling her wind, for the purpose of endea- 
vouring to weather us and escape, she lost her 
main topmast, and afterwards not succeeding 
in an eflb rt to regain the limits of the port, 
she bore up and anchored so near the shorn fa 
few miles to leeward of it) as to preclude the 
possibility of either of his majesty's ships pass- 
ing ahead of her without risk. As we drew 
near, my intention of going close under her 
item was frustrated, from the ship's breach- 
ing off, and from the wind blowing extremely 
fresh. Our first fire commenced a little past 
four, and continued about ten minutes, but 
produced no visible effect ; our second, a few 
random shot only, from having increased our 
distance by veering, was not apparently more 
successful ; and having lost the use of our main- 
sail, jib and main-stay, appearances were a lit- 
tle inauspicious; in standing again towards her- 
I hailed the Cherub, and signified my Inten- 
tion of anchoring, to Captain Tucker, for 
which we were not ready before with springs, 
directing htm to keep under sail, and take a 
convenient station for annoying our opponent. 

On closing the Esses, at 35 minutes past 5, 
the firing commenced, and before I gained my 
intended position, her cables were cut, and a 
serious couflict ensued, the guns of his majes- 
ty's ships becoming gradually more destruc- 
tive, w hen it pleased the Almighty to bless 
the efforts of my gallant companions, and my 
personal very humble ones, with victory. My 
friend Captaiu Tucker, an officer worthy of 
their lordships' best attention, was most se- 
verely wounded at the commencement of the 
action, but remained ou deck until it termi- 
nated ; he also informs me, his officers aud 
crew, of whose loyalty, zeal and discipline, I 
entertain the highest opinion, conducted them- 
selves to his satisfaction. I iiavc to lament 
Ike death of fonr of my brave rotnpanious, and 
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one of his, and my first lieutenant among the 
number, he fell early. Our list of killed and 
wounded is small. The conduct of my officers, 
&c. was such us became good and loyal sub- 
jects, a. 

The defence of the Essex, taking into consi- 
deration our great superiority of force, the 
very discouraging circumstances of having lost 
her main, topmast, and being twice on fire r 
did honour to her defender, and most fully 
proves the courage of Captain Porter. 

F was much hurt on hearing that her men 
bad been encouraged, when the result of the 
action was evidently decided, some to take to 
their boats and others to swim to the shore ma- 
ny of whom were drowned iu the latter at- 
tempt ; 16 were saved by the exertions of our 
people, and others, I believe between 30 and. 
40 effected their landing. I informed Captain 
Porter that I considered the latter in point of 
honour, a*> my prisoners ; he saidlhe encourage- 
ment was given when the ship wa« in (ranger 
from fire, and 1 have not- pressed the point. 
The Essex is completely stored and provision- 
ed foe six mouths, and although much injured 
in her upper works, masts and rigsing, is not 
in such a state, as to give the slightest cause of 
alarm respecting her bdng able to perform a 
voyage to Europe, with perfect safety. 
I have the honour to he,"&c. 

(Signed) JAMES HILL YAK, Captain- 



STATFMHXT. 

Of the Brituk fnrcn Uuvleil al Bentiiht pre- 
vicnis to the baffle rJ HUuUnsburgh. 



Royal artillery and drivers, 85 

Royal marines, l.'SOO 

21st regt. or Scotch fusileert, 1005 

4th do. or king's own, r:\^ 

14th do. do. do. t iS 

8. r >th do. light infantry, «K)0 

Sappers and miners, lit) 

Seamen, 850 



6020 

DISTRIBUTION 

85th regt. Tight infantry. 4th do. 21st regt. 
do. 44th do. forming the 1st brigade and 
advance, commanded by Colonel Thornton 
of the 85th regt. 

4th regt. and 4 1th — 2d brigade, commanded 
by Colonel Broke of the 44th rest. 

21st regt. and royal marines— 3d brigade com- 
manded by Col. Patterson of the 21st regt. 

The whole under the command of Major Gene- 
ral Ross. 

The above was given by a deserter acting as 
clerk to the adjutant's department. 

Fed. Rtjt. 

STATE OF NEW-II AMPSIIIRF. 
Head Quarters, Exrtn; Sept. 0, 1814. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
Whereas the recent depredations of the 
enemj- upon the seaboard of Ihe Unilcd 
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States, make it necessary for the country 
to be in complete readiness for defence, 
ami that forces, in addition to those al- 
ready ordered in (his stair, should be 
called forth immediately. * 

The commander in chief orders, that 
the whole of the militia, including infan- 
try, cavalry and artillery, hold them- 
selves in readiness to march at a moment's 
warning, completely armed and equipped 
according to law, and as well provided as 
possible with blankets and ammunition. 
And whereas there are a large number of 
men able to bear arms, who are, by our 
militia laws, exempted from ordinary mi- 
litary duties, they are hereby invited and 
requested, in the present alarming state of 
our country, to assemble in our respec- 
tive towns, organize themselves into 
com|>anies, and prepare for defence in 
case it should become necessary. 

The detachment, made from twenty- 
three regiments of the militia by general 
orders of the 7th instant, wiH march to 
Portsmouth, from their respective regi- 
ments immediately. The geueral and 
field officers in their respective districts, 
will see that this order is carried into im- 
mediate effect, and that the troo{>s be as 
well provided as possible with blankets 
and ammunition. 

The 1st and 35th regiments (being 
near the seaboard) and all the companies 
within the limits of said regiments, are 
directed to turn out by companies at 
least three times in each week (until fur- 
ther orders) for perfecting themselves in 
military discipline, excepting one com- 
pauy in the 35th regiment, detached by 
these orders. 

The commander in chief farther orders 
that four companies of infantry from each 
of the following regiments, to wit: the 2d, 
3d, 4th and 25th, and one entire com- 
pany from Stratham, in the 35th regi- 
ment, be detached immediately, armed 
end equipped according to law, and pro- 
vided as far as possible, with blankets and 
ammunition, to march to Portsmouth im- 
mediately: (those companies at the great- 
est distance to be there on or before Mon- 
day the 12th instant,) to serve for the 
- term of fifteen days from the time of their 
arrival at Portsmouth, unless sooner dis- 
charged. The commanding officers of 
the several regiments are respectfully 
charged with the execution of this order. 

The several officers of the militia will 
avail themselves of the powers of wfcich 



they ire invested by the laws of the stale 
for supplying any deficiencies of arms 
and equipments. 

The commander in chief relies, with 
confidence, on the patriotism of the good 
cltisens of this state, and on their exer- 
tions, for the protection and 'defence of 
the country. 

J. T. G1LMAN, 
Governor, Captain General and 
nChief. 



DIVISION ORDERS. 
Head Quarters, Portsmouth, Sept. 0, 1814 
The crisis demands the immediate at- 
tention of every officer, soldier and citi- 
zen of our beloved country. The late 
conduct and present attitude of the ene- 
my have roused the glow of patriotism in 
every American bosom. The major gen- 
eral of the first division has the pleasure 
of announcing to his fellow soldiers and 
citizens, that at a very full town-meeting 
held iu this metropolis on Saturday the 
3d instant, difference of sentiment on po- 
litical questions was magnanimously merg- 
ed in the all important object of prompt 
and energetic preparations for the de- 
fence of our country, and measures were 
unanimously adopted which will, in a 
few days, place this frontier in a very re- 
s[>ectable state of defence. In the event 
of an invasion by a large force, the first 
and third brigades will on the first notice 
take up the line of march by companies 
for this post. The signals fixed by the 
captain general will be attentively regard- 
ed by each officer, and the men will re- 
pair to their alarm posts with the least 
possible delay. It is presumed that the 
few late deficiencies of arras and equip- 
ments in several or the regiments have 
been supplied, and that the whole body of 
effective men (whether enrolled in the 
train band or not) will on the first alarm 
repair to this post, where it is determined 
the enemy shall meet a just reward Tor 
their incendiary intentions. The officers 
commanding brigades, regiments ami com- 
panies will in the mean time, and without 
delay, see that their men are mustered, 
inspected, and exercised, that every defi- 
ciency in equipments is supplied ; and 
that they come forward with a prompti- 
tude which may be honourable to tliis 
section of the union. 

CLEMENT STORER, 
Maj. Gen. 1st A'ww'w N. H. tmiUuu 
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" The letter ; v " the forced let- 



THE INFAMOUS FABRICATION- 



«* Owr armies swore terribly in Flanders ; w 
but not with half the wrath with which 
this unlucky letter is scolded. I have 
abstained from publishing it, not because 
it very much outrages any belief of my 
own on the subject of French influence, 
or French corruption; but because my 
peculiar situation rendered it improper 
that I should be among the first to dis- 
seminate it. In fact, my Examiner, be- 
ing rather a book of record y than of intelli- 
gence, there is no need of much haste. In 
due time, however, the letter may appear. 
It is certainly a dreadful letter; it con- 
tains a horrid accusation ; and if the ac- 
cusation be true, and nobody can tell but 
it is, certain senators ought to be bung up, 
high and dry. If the reader is anxious to 
know what all this is about, I can only 
answer him, that I dare not tell — yet. — 
But there are direct accusations of cor- 
ruption and bribery ; and against good 
republicans too, patriots, war hawks ; — 
.against men who have talked about to- 
ries, and British partisans, with as much 
impudence as the most idiotic or impu- 
dent of the French party— that wss. I 
dare not publish the letter now, because 
it is a libel; that is, it would be a libel if 
it could not be proved true, or if the mo- 
tive for the publication should not appear 
to be a proper one. But the fact is, that 
somebody now in France, and an Ameri- 
can too, says, that " a gentleman, employed 
in the office of foreign affairs? has seen, in 
oneof Bonaparte's books, a list of the names 
of certain United States senators— who— 




4. 
4= 



IVn. 19. 



were — were — what word shall I use to be 
safe — who were — inSKrf— aye — that will 
do— induced to vote for the present war ? 
Major Russell, editor of the Boston Ce*> 
tinel, a very respectable man, says he na* 
seen the letter; that he knows the writer ; 
and knows him worthy of credit And 
what does the letter say? Nay, gentle 
reader, there I must be excused. 1 teM 
you again, it would be a libcl t if I were to 
inform you what cruel things are said of 
certain senators, as to the inducements 
they received from Napoleon's minister 
Scrrurier, to declare war. 

*' I should do Brutus wrong, and Cassius wrong, 
Who you all know are honourable men : 
I will not do them wrong ; I rather choose 
To wrong myself and you, 




Than I will wrong Mich honourable i 

" But there's a parchment" — a letter-** 
and that's the letter which I am afraid to 
publish ; not exactly because I disbelieve 
its contents, but because 1 do not knout 
that I should be able to prove them true. 
But Major Russell has published it in bin 
Columbian Centinel, Lang and Turner in 
the New- York Gazette, and Mr. Coleman 
in the Evening Post ; so that if any body 
is very curious to see it, they can go to 
these papers for it. But it is a cutting, a 
cruel letter. And if it be indeed true, 
that Bonaparte has kept his private ac- 
counts, of secret service money, in fh« 
loose and unguarded way, which the let- 
ter indicates, ho must have been a very 
careless fellow, and his American friends 
have certainly great reason to find fault 
with him. 

The National Advocate is, of course, 
extremely wroth on the occasion, and in- 
sists on prosecutions, not only agains£ 
the original publisher, but against every 
republishes let the number be ever. so 
great j and especially recommends Lb* 



i. \ 
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subject to the J i strict attorney of the 
United States. But in behalf of that 
gentleman, somebody has appeared in the 
Advocate of the 16th, declining the em- 
ployment, under the pretence that the 
offence is not cognizable in the courts of 
the United States, there being no statute 
declaring a libel punishable iu them; and 
that it " can only be prosecuted and 
punished in the state courts !"' Now 
there would be no difficulty in this matter, 
bad the act, usually called the sedition 
Law, been in force. But as things have 
been ordered by that same junto of politi- 
cians, who lately surrendered the capital 
of the United States to the enemy, the 
federal government, or any branch of it, 
maybe vilified and libelled with impuni- 
ty, unless the state courts can be prevail- 
ed upon to interpose their authority. To 
punish defnroers and libellers and liars, is 
not one of the powers of the sovereign in- 
dependent government of the United 
States! Among other vagaries of mad 
democracy, it was some twelve years ago 
decided to be unconstitutional in the Uni- 
ted States* government to claim the power 
to punish those who wilfully published 
falsehoods concerning it. The sedition 
law indeed had given to the courts of the 
United States the power to try and punish 
those who published such falsehoods ; and 
although it allowed the accused party the 
right, at the same time, to prove, if he 
could, the truth of what he had puhlished ; 
yet this was tyranny in '98 and '00 ! And 
now, when the patriotic editors of demo- 
cratic journals call down punishment on 
libellers, there is no tribunal to inflict it, 
but the slate courts — at least if we are to 
believe the Advocate correspondent. 

But the letter— Major Russell says he 
saw it — knows who wrote it — and by pub- 
lishing it, certainly avows his belief of its 
^ truth. That looks " confotrndrd squatty.™ 

And can it be, after all, that the de- 
claration of war was procured in this way ? 
What, by ? By what ? cries 



the reader. Aye, that's the very question 
I dare not answer. 

But I can tell you reader, what Mr. 
Holt and Mr. Wheaton, those eager 
champions of administration, say about it, 
because it is certainly no libel to repub- 
lish a vindication of the administration. 

From the Columbian of Sept. 13, 
An u important Utter." A miserably stu- 
pid and malignant production, called a letter 
from Paris, lias appeared in the Boston 0»- 
tinel, and is stated by the editor. Major Rus- 
sell, to have hem faithfully copied from the 
original, written by an American gentleman 
in that capital. This bundling fabricator, 
anion? other stuff of a similar kind, says : 

14 It is very well known by every one here 
who has connexion with the government, that 
U was tty bribery that the vole for the nar ivcs 
ot laineif. A gentleman employed in the office 
of foreign affair?, told me that he saw on the 
books the names of the senators bribed, and tie 
sums paid tach of them by Scrrurier. I hope 
in a short time to be able to procure a copy of 
it, to send to you. The country was soid by 
Ariustroug belbrc he left Paris, and the war 
was decided upon ; and in consequence h« 
was inndc secretary of war, the belter to ai> 
complMi the diabolical system." 

Wo have only to say of this, that no man of 
common sense can one moment suppose the 
letter entitled to the least credit ; and no one 
of common honesty would presume to obtrude 
it u(>on the public for any thing but a forgery, 
an imposition, or iif good nalured newspaper 
phrase, a hfnu, of which the anti American 
zeal of Mr. Hussoll has made him the dupe. 
We susoert Mr. Sermrier « ill be entitled to 
something more than an bumble apology from 
the major and his copyists, for the use they 
have made of his name. 

From the National Advocate. 

Forced LimrEa. 
A scoundrel letter has been going the 
rounds of the federal papers, unquestioned 
and uncontradicted, which, we hope, will be 
noticed in tho manner which it deserves, to 
wit : by an information from the United 
State*' attorney, and a consequent fodiet- 
ment for a gross and infamous libel. It first 
appeared in the Don ton Centincl. a paper so 
notoriously devoted to the enemy, that every 
man is authorized to believe the letter is a 
rank forgery of the editor himself, and that 
he never saw it in any other hand writing but 
his own. 

A morning paper of this city, whose editor 
endeavonrs to make amends for his own emas- 
culated iuipotency, by borrowing every Uiin«f 
indiscriminately from the most abusive of his 
fellows, copied this letter from the Centinel. 
This foolish meddling creature, did not know 
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that he subjected himself to a public prose-! with truth and justice, to do their duty, on 
cut ion Tor his pains; am!, either supposed, j this occasion, by instituting a legal inquiry, 
that his utter insignificance would protect him I which will lead to the puuishtnent of those ca- 
from notice, or. that long impunity had given luuiniators. C. 
him a prescriptive right to the publication of 



He\tu well as the exercise of impertinence. 

The letter is dated Paris, May the 2)th, 
1814, and contains the following paragraph : 
" It is very well known by every one here, 
who has connexion with the* government, that 
it was by bribery that the vote for war was 
obtained. A gentleman employed in the of- 
fice of foreign affairs, told me, thai he saw on 
the books, the names or the senators bribed, 
and the sums paid eaeh of them by Serruricr. 
I hope in a short time to procure a copy to 
send to you." 

Rcre is a direct and circumstantial charge 
maJeacrainsl the highest branch of our natton- 



Abont that same declaration of war, 
there was, anions a thousand others* on© 
thins, which certainly was very strange, 
inexplicably mysterious. What 1 am 
about to say would belong more properly 
to the general subject of French influence i 
hut I sh^ll venture to give it 



al legislature, connected with facts and docu- 
ments. This charge ought fo be investigated, 

and the most effectual way of doing it. is to j Hie criminal act of trading; with. Great 



TtlE DECLARATION OF WAR. In No- 
vember, 1800, Bonaparte issued his Ber- 
lin decree, by which he subjected to com- 
fiscalion all American vessels detected in 



prosecute the first, second, third, down to th 
hundreth publisher, and let them give the 
truth in evidence. Let the editor of the Ccn- 
tiucl. if he can. produce the original letter— let 
the author, if auy author tlscre be, come for- 
ward and substantiate the truth— ami let the 
guilty he punished, let them be who thev may. 



1'ritain. Against this decree, we. have no 
evidence that the American cabinet ever 
remonstrated with him. But the British 
cabinet remonstrated with ours j they 



gave ours noiice, that of three things, one 

The people of the United States have "a right would certainly happen : either Bonaparte 
to demand the punishment of wretches who . , • in- i *i T r t 



thus indulge their outrageous partv f*.;elings. by 
attempting to throw a bluk and indelible 
stain upon our nation, by cinrging th." senate 
of U.'o Ihutal States, a body picked from the 
whole people, and inseparably connected with 
our national reputation, with the blackest and 
most detestable crimo to be found in the 
whole catalogue of legislative enormities— the 
crime of plunging their country into a war, 
not from a source of injury or insult, but for 
the dirty consideration of money. 

It is time, and doubly time, to look to tiwse 
offenders who, under cover of the libcrtv of 
the press, indulge in falsehoods that strike at 
the very heart of our character as a people, 
and give our enemies food for ribaldry and 



must rescind this decree; or, the United 
States must pledge themselves to resist it; 
or, that they (the British) would retaliate 
upon the French emperor, the evils of hi* 
own injustice ; that is, as Bonaparte had 
issued decrees by which Americans were 
forbidden to trade with the English, England 
would isflue orders by which they shoulif 
be forbidden to trade with the French do- 
minions. In her expectation as to the con- 
duct of France and the United States, 
Great-Britain was disappointed. For 



abuse. The people, themsolves, demand that France did not rescind the decree; and 
an example should now be made, which shall 
stand as a memorial to warn these assas,ians 



of their country's good name to confine them- 
selves to vague and general invective. It is 
the province of falsehood and fraud to deal in 
loose gjeueralties ; and so far they may, per 



the then president of the United States, so 
far from even intimating that the United 
States would resist it, if acted upon, refu- 
sed to lay the treaty, then recently nego- 



haps, be tolerated. But when they have tiatcd, before the senate, because this im- 

the hardihood to come forward with specific .»,,i„„* .i„„i,.w.i: r n -n u t« 

charges against a branch of the government ; | |Hlde,lt llec,arall0n of tke cabinet 
charges involving its character as a whole bo- was attached to it ! And when our am- 
bassador in England was again ami again, 
applied to on the subject, he was instruct* 



dy of distinguished public men ; regard to the 
honour of the country ; to the feeling.; of the 
people ; to the character of our rulers, and to 



the interests of truth and justice, demands cd to laugh at Mr. Canning, and to tclj 



that thev should be put to the proof. 

We, therefore, call upon the proper officer ; 
upon the proper guardians of the liberty of 
the press, which is inseparably connected' 



him that his uneasiness was all very ridi- 
culous, for ccricsy that good gentleman 
Napoleon had only isiued the preelarti* 
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tion in a joke, and never intended to car- 
ry it into execution. Accordingly about 
a year after the Berlin decree was issued, 
directing the confiscation of air our trade 
bound to England, came out the English 
orders in council, directing the confisca- 
tion of all our trade bound to- France. 
And our trade has ever since been a state 
of pretty permanent confiscation, when- 
ever and whereever it could be caught 
Our poor merchants, however ingenious, 
were not a match for three such powers, 
as England, France, and the government 
of the United States. Mr. Jefferson and 
Mr. Madison tried embargo, and non-in- 
tercourse, and embargo again, nfl to no 
purpose, except to ruin the merchants and 
destroy our country. Neither France 
nor England would desist. It did howe- 
ver so happen that an arrangement was, 
during this interval, once made with Mr. 



the embargo and non-intercourse misn£i 
<lerstanding with Great- Britain. In 1809- 
th en we were to have peace, and inter- 
course, and commerce, and friendship 
with Great-Britain without any arrange- 
ment whatsoever concerning " sailors* 
rights.* Nay, so far from insisting on 
any stipulation in this respect, Mr. Madi- 
son had, in an informal way by the bye, 
promised Mr. Erskine, that if the British 
should repeal the orders in council, he 
would keep the embargo on against France. 
Such was the conduct of Mr. Madison in 
relation to sailors 1 rights in 1809; and be- 
hold, in 1812 these same sailors' rights 
are the sole and only foundation, justifi- 
cation or pretence for the war. ( 
But I purposely omit many remarks on 
this very interesting and fruitful topic, 
that I may proceed, without the incum- 
brance of the reflections which pertain to 



Erskine. By that arrangement, repara- it, to the immediate subject of this article. 



tion was promised to be made for the at- 
tack on the Chesapeake, and the orders 
in council agreed to be withdrawn ; and 
in consequence of these stipulations, and 
these alone, out embargoes and non-inter- 
course against Great-Britain were to 
cease. If this single circumstance had 
been more attended to than it has been, it 
would always have been much easier than 
we have found it, to estimate the true 
character of the declaration of war, and 
of the motives in which it originated. If 
it were even now attended to, we should 
be satisfied that all the clamour we have 
heard about impressments, under the im- 



Frora 1807 to 1812, the French took 
our vessels going to England, and the 
English took our vessels going to France ; 
England saying, she would never cease 
until France did, and promising, that 
when France ceased, she should. 

In the month of June, 1812, it was as- 
certained by congress, that Napoleon had 
formally revoked all his plundering de- 
crees; and now was the time to see, 
whether the British would keep their 
word, by revoking their orders in coun- 
cil; but to see whether they would, it 
was necessary to wait long enough to 
have the French revocation laid officially 



posing and beguiling phrase of " sailors* before that government. Every body re- 
rights," was mere affectation ; and has members, and it should never oe for- 
been resorted to simply because there was I gotten, that the American cabinet had 
no other pretence, upon which to hang a uniformly professed and declared, and in 
justification of the war. For in the ar- the arrangement with Mr. Erskine, had 
rangement with Mr. Erskine, there was acted according to its professions, and 
not a single stipulation concerning im- declarations, that, whenever England 
pressments. All the questions relating to | should revoke her orders, there should be 



that topic were to remain as before; they 
being, at tiuU titne, deemed so unimportant 
as not to warrant a continuance of even 



tietween that country and ours, no cause 
to suspend any one of our most friendly 
relations. It is well know, that the Bri- 
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ihh government in Tact performed, what 
it had all along promised to do, that is, 
it repealed its orders, very soon after the 
official repeal of the French decrees was 
ascertained to have taken place, But I 
do not insist on this fact any further than 
as it strengthens the assertions that to do 
so, was what that government had always 
professed its willingness and determina- 
tion to do. 

Now it is perfectly clear to my under- 
standing, that if no secret and mysterious 
^influence had governed our administra- 
tion; if they had been merely and truly 
intent upon peace; if they had directed 
their anxieties simply and merely to the 
restoration of commerce, and the prospe- 
rity consequent upon it, they would have 
t8ken time, a little time at least, to ascertain 
what course Great-Britain would pursue 
under these new circumstances. The poli- 
cy of our administration had for years be- 
fore, been feeble, temporizing and even af- 
fectedly patient. They had clung to em- 
bargo, long after it was proved to be in 
operative— and afterwards to non-inter- 
course toe. And at this very time, when 
Bonaparte's revocation was rescinded, 
tkey had an embargo on. But all at 
once these patient and enduring gentry 
became highly mettlesome and exceed- 
ingly furious. They had Bonaparte's offi- 
cial revocation, and nothing would now 
satisfy them, but instant war against Eng- 
land. The difference was not greater be- 
tween the steed of Alexander and one of 
the pack horses of his army, than that be- 
tween what these men now mere, and what 
for four years they had been. To wait now 
for the repeal of the orders in council, to 
-wait only two or three months, which our 
unprepared condition had no other consi- 
deration urged it, rendered necessary — 
to wait now, was moral treason ; and the 
same Mr. Bayard, who was afterwards 
sent to seek peace somewhere in Europe, 
if he could find it, was deemed a tory for 
joxoposing in June, 1 81 2, to delay the de- 



309 

claration of war for a few months. War, 
war, nothing would answer but they must 
have war, immediate (var. Was this 
change effected by the simple official revo- 
cation of Napoleon ? Hardly, one would 
think, for they had for months supported 
Mr. Madison's proclamation, declaring 
that revocation as a solemn fact, cor- 
rectly and satisfactorily ascertained and 
established. How was it then? Did some- 
thing come along with that revocation as 
secret and mysterious in its character, as 
it was instantaneous and decisive in its 
effects ? Of that there can be no doubt. 
But rvhat that something was, I forbear 
to intimate, because, and merely because, 
I could not, in a court of justice, prove 
the assertion my belief would dictate. 
But that the declaration of war was pro- 
duced by wickedness or folly, or a com- 
bination of both, is a truth susceptible al- 
most of (Lmonstraiion. 

The proposed grounds for declaring the 
war were ; first, the impressment of our 
seamen ; secondly, the orders in council. 
It is applicable to both points to remark, 
that both had existed for years without 
producing war ; and that at this particu- 
lar time, they existed in a much milder 
form than they had done before. It has 
already been stated, and should be remem- 
bered here, that the question of impress- 
ment was not unsusceptible of adjustment, 
because it had already been adjusted to 
the satisfaction of Monroe and Pinkney, 
persons then and now high in the confi- 
dence of Mr. Madison. The other mat- 
ter therefore, the orders in council, seem- 
ed the only one of any difficulty. With 
France, if the repealing decree of Napo- 
leon was issued in good faith and friend- 
ship, there was no ground of dispute, of a 
prospective character. Bonaparte bad 
repealed all At* plundering edicts. To 
restore American commerce and prosperi- 
ty, it was now only necessary that Great- 
Britain should repeal bers. When that 
should be done we should have nothing 
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to threaten a disturbnnee of our repose, 
but that same question of impressments, 
to which Mr. Madison in his arrangement 
■with Mr. Erskine had given the go bye, 
and which Monroe and Pinkuey had be- 
fore that adjusted ; and which would ne- 
ver after have given us any trouble, had 
not Mr. Jefferson rejected the arrange- 
ment. It must also be remembered that 
Great-Britain had never justified her 
edicts except on the ground, that they 
were in retaliation of those of France, 
tmiformly declaring that they would cease, 
whenever those of France ceased ; and 
now, those of France bad ceased. Now 
too, there was every reason to hope that 
those of Grcat-ttritain Avould cease also. 
If they should, the nation would once 
more be happy ! Wait, l< t us see, let us 
cling toj this hope, said the federalists. 
X^et us not, at such a moment as 
this, hazard all, by rushing into war. 
Wow were they answered I with decla- 
rations, that it was impossible that 
(Great-Britain should revoke her edicts. 
.And what was the event ? She did 
revoke them. Could men he irise, who 
plunged into war, under such circum- 
stances ? Could they be honest ? 

Except to please Bonaparte, except to 
perform some secret engagement made 
with him, the stipulated price, most like- 
ly, of his official revocation, what need 
was there of iiraticdiaie war ? Was the 
nation prepared ? No. Whs it united ? 
No. AVas it likely to be united? No. Not 
the federalists only, and these to a man, 
-were opposed to it, but twenty-nine mem- 
bers of congress, of the parly of the ad- 
ministration, after all the influence of par- 
ty and the executive had been exhausted 
upon them, voted against it. It was not 
possible for the United States to have de- 
clared war under more unpromising and 
disheartening circumstances. 

Did the administration believe that 
Great-Britain would refuse to repeal the 
ordera in council? Without hesitation I 



auswer, no. On the contrary, 1 do most 
sincerely believe that they declared the 
war, because they believed she mould re- 
peal them. The very facts, that, when 
the repeal arrived here, neither the tone 
nor the conduct of administration under- 
went the least change— that under these 
circumstances they even refused to agree 
to an armistice, establish the charge 
beyond all question. At the very mo- 
ment when the controversy had dwindled 
almost to a nihility, did they blow the 
trumpet of war louder, if possible, than 
ever ; nt that very moment did they most 
obstinately close their ears against every 
pacific proposition from the British. 

Either the administration believed, that 
the orders in council would be repealed, 
or that they would not. If the first, it 
was the excess of folly and depravity, to 
declare war; if the second, the folly was 
certainly riot less. For, if they really 
anil sincerely believed the orders would 
not be repealed, it was the summit of 
folly to declare war when they did; and 
for these reasons : 

First : A postponement to November, 
would enable them to prepare and enter 
upon a system of revenue commensurate 
with the magnitude of the undertaking. 

Secondly: It would enable them to re* 
emit our armies, while it was yet uncer- 
tain whether there would actually be war 
or not, with greater facility and rapidity; 
so that by November, they might liave 
had in the field any force they wished. 

Thirdly: They might have built ves- 
sels of war on the lakes, so as to have 
secured the ascendancy on those import- 
ant waters. 

Fourthly: Had the British persisted in 
their orders, and, by November, it was 
certainly to be known, not only those 
friends of the administration^ who voted 
against the war, but every federalist in 
the country would have felt its justice, 
and applauded its propriety. There 
would have existed the same unanimous 
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\lrtevmii ration to maintain our rights, 
which, at this moment, animates every 
true he.itctl American. 

In June, we were unprepared, divided, 
distracted. In November, \vc should 
have !>een ready and united. 

And not a moment's delay could he 
procured. Neither the alluring hope of 
* continued peace, and restored prospe- 
rity, which would be the conscience of 
the repeal of the orders in council, if they 
should be repealed, a3 in fact they were, 
nor the necessity of preparation, nor tin; 
certainty of the complete uuion of public 
sentiment and exertion, in case of a refusal 
to repeal could induce them to pause a mo- 
ment, and they rushed precipitately into 
this destructive war. 

\V as it/o%, or was it wickedness ? was 
it insanity, or, was it coaavPTiox ? 



we have fallen from the proud eminence on 
which, in other limes, we stood, into the dark 
Htid deep abyss hi which we ft nil ourselves, it is 
now itortc Chan ustLas to inquire." 



From 



EXTRACTS. 

From the charge of his Honour the Mayor of 
NervYork % Sept. !>, 1811. 
44 It is necessary, absolutely necessary, that 
there should be at least a truce to the animosi- 
ties of parly; that we should join, hand uud heart 
in the great work of pntriotic exertion, and that 

irt should merge all ptrsonal, all local, all party Americau patriotism." 
considerations in the great duties we owe to our 
CJiinirv." 



i the JUjany (a federal) Gazette, in. eomp'i- 
mail of fiai. XurtWs nljress, Sept. 13. 
44 The sentiments it contains are purely federal ; 
highly honourable to the dignified source whence 
they emanate, and such as every American, and 
friend to his country must approve and adopt. 
It i* no time to hesitate as to the course which it 
is proper for every man to pursue when his coun- 
try is in danger. There is but oue course ; every 
man must do his duly ; ever}' man must be at his 
post; willing to gird on the armour of war, and 
breast himseif to the enemy ; there is safety iu 
nothing short of this." 

From the Raleigh Star, (a JV. C. federal paper,) 
September 9. 
" The language of despondency is held by 
many on account of the imposing force which the 
enemy presents on our shores, and which ho* 
even penetrated to the capital of our country. 
Such language is unworthy of a genuine Ameri- 
can. Though ull may wi>h the energies of the 
nation were directed by those from whose wisdom 
more happy auspices might be indulged, yet it 
i.s our duty 4 uover to despair of the republic.' 

44 It is highly gratifying to the best feelings of 
Americans to observe, that notwithstanding the 
difference of opinion which prevails as to the po- 
licy W engaging in this war, and the mode of 
carrying it on, yet all uro united, hand and heart 
in contributing their utmost to repel our invaders. 
In this respect Stonington and Norfolk ore anima- 
ted with one spirit; a spirit that does honour to 



From the address of Mr. Durr, a federalist, to a 
mr.rt:)i% in Orange County, (IV. Y.) Sept. 
44 On our part (i. f . on the part of jhe federal- i 
isis) we arc willing to forget under what circum- 
stance 0 , ami for ichat purposes, as we supposed, J 
the war was declared. We will not stop to in- 
quire u/io are the authors of the evils by w hich 
we arc afflicted. We will no longer reproach 
those by whom such men have been maintained 
tn pow er. But we have a right to expect, and 
we do expect, that those who have applauded the 
war, as a wise and necessary measure, should 
eease to Consider their fellow citiz-.s, who from 
principle "nd reflection have condemned it, as 
mou careless of the rights and honour, foes to the 
liberty and independence of our country; as 
men devoted in their hearts to the cause of the 
enemy, and. ready, either by secret treachery or 
open force, to aid bim in the conquest of our 
freedom. Let the disgraceful language no lon- 
ger be held that we are to be marked, that we 
are to be proscribed, that we are 10 he held up as 
the objects of popular odium, aud popular ven- 



geance. 7 



From the addrus of Gen. North, (a federalist,) 
September 

" By what unhallowed art*, or dire misfortune 



From Uic Philadelphia United Stales (federal) Ga* 
sc//e, September 14. 

SONG 

FOR TIIE WASHINGTON GUARDS, 
(who are all federalists,) 
Br a mexixb. 
i. 

Remember the deeds of our glorious slre«, 
Remember the rights, w hich by valour they 
won ; 

Let their spirits rejoice, In the emulous fires, 
That glow in the breast of each patriot son. 

ii. I 

Shall the hand of a tyrant, the foot of a slave, "i - 
K'er pollute the green sod, where their o*h«\ 
repose ? 

Shall the shout of their triumphs be board ntir. 
the grave ^ 
Of ihe HERO, whose sword Qasu'd dismay on 4 * 
our foes? 

in. 

By the souk of those Hbeqes who died to ob- 
tain, 

For their country the blessings that liberty 
gives; 

Let us swear, our proud honours, and right* to 
maintain, 

^Independent to live, or to yield up our live*. 
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Up, up with our flag, let its stripes be displayed, 
For our altars, our homes be its bright stars 
uofurl'd, 

With our hope? fix'd on Hcav'n.our valour to nid, 
It shall gleam a bright meteor, to dazzle the 
world ! 

▼. 

Iiet the coward go hide in the earth's gloomy 
caves, 

When the fierce yell of battle is heard from afar ; 
The freeman's bold heart, swells with pride as he 
braves, 

And rolls back,- like a rock, the wild billows 
of war. 

VI. 

For the soul of the brave, say what terrors has 
death? 

Will his honour, bis glory, be lost in the tomb ? 
iS'o! he'll grasp in that hour, immortality's 
wreath ! 

And in hist'ry's bright page 'twill eternally 
bloom ! 

From the Honourable Mr. Hanson's paper, the 
Federal Republican. 
"The expectation and desire of a speedy ter- 
mination of the war continue to prevail, and arc 
the chief cause of that torpor which liaj* seized 
ifpon the popular feeling. It is absolutely ne- 
cessary, unless the country is to be abandoned by 
the people, as it has been betrayed by their crimi- 
nal deceivers, that every man should awakr, 
arouse And prepare for action. The country mu.-t 
l>e defended, the invaders mm t be repelled. Infi- 
nite distress and misery, still deeper disgrace will I 
befall us, if the force sent to our shores, is not 
overpowered. No man who i* mindful of what 
Jie owes to his country and his own character, 
can advocate submission, whore resistance is 
practicable. The fight will now be for our coun- 
try, not for a party. When the enemy is expell- 
ed, we wiU then call to an account, in the mode 
prescribed by the paramount law of the lund, the 
traitors who may appear to be guilty. 

" If it be not the wish and intention of govern- 
ment, that even- attempt of the enemy shall be l f)f Qn o(jf ^ w ^ irvM 
•uccessful, let them make up by present activity ,, or h ^ ,/ h § fo of wr m ] £ 
for past neglect. The time has come when the 



to disgrace community without consnlllng the 
credit of the victims, by a show of force to krep 
their submission in countenance. But Captain 
Gordon set his men to work like horses, yoking 
log,r or five to a diay to haul away his plunder 
from the distance of High-street to the wharves. 
The rules of national forbearing are craved, the 
ties of man to man arc severed by ( apt. Gordon ; 
and as if uot only the laws of war were to cense, 
in the few principles in which they serve as a 
shield to declared enemies, he has brutifitd his 
fellow seamen and subjects into quadrupeds to fa- 
cilitate the destruction of our peaceable and op- 
pressed citizens- Should he not gain his deserts on 
his attempting to return, it will be another stain* 
on our escutcheon. Every hand and every voice 
ought to be raised against the freebooter. Every 
mile of the descent ought to be lined with reM»- 
htte and prepared opposition. No sentiment 
ought now to prevail but horror at the criminal 
and cool plotters of our impotent condition, and 
un undismayed and never ceasing ardour and seal 
in preparing and hurling upon the foe it has ren- 
dered insolent, the opposition and vengeance 
which so free and spirited people are never with- 
out the means of inflicting, because tbey cannot 
be deprived of the courage which God has im- 
planted in their hearts to preserve their rights 
and safety. 

From the Union {federal) Gazette, Sept 12th. 
Fellow citijslks — Notwithstanding the se- 
rious aspect of our public attain, you are not, and 
you will not be dismayed. It is natural that a 
people, who have repoecd in peace for many years, 
should be moved by the near approach of war ; 
especially as it is a war which we have uniformly 
c<imle;..iicd in its origin, and in its progress. But 
it is now useless to spend time in considering by 
what course of mistakes, and misconduct our evils 
are come upon us. It becomes u#, to look calmly 
and firmly on our dangers, and to meet them like 
men who know how to value their country, and 
their civil rights. What is it then that has hap- 
H t 'd to us i' // is war. All nations on the earth 
ure, by turns, subjected to this calamity. It is now 
our turn. But we go into this war with feelings 
most honourable and praise worthy. It is no war 



people I'hould sec that their voice is obeyed. 
Their voice we know to be what we express. 
Their voice is, emit no sucrijict, sjxtreno expense 
io save the country. It is, seriously threatened, 
and can only be ;aved by extraordinary exertions, 
•uch as our fathers made before us." 

From the same. 

" To the disgrace »>f the British nation as well 
a* our own, the contemptibic force under Capl. 
Gordon of the Seahorse, continues rifling Alex- 
andria. Never was such licentious and unprinci- 
pled robbery practised in modern warfare ; and 
it is the more galling, since the laws of Heaven, 
of war and of humanity are thus outraged for a 
period of days, without intermission. Impotence 
necros. to reign, and ci imeU predominate, both 
comely, and (jissnvely. Bonaparte never com- 
mitted depredations to be compared in all their 
cittujMUnees with ibis, and he never attempted 



neighbours. It is no war of conquest on our part. 
We vizh to conquer none but those vho cvmt lo 
conquer vj. It is then, on our part, a riglUcous 
and jttst tear, in which we may engage with pure 
consciences, apd with a firm reliance on the al- 
mighty, who has never forsaken us ifethc hour 
of peril. 

What is the immediate danger ? It is that w 
may be invaded. And who do our invaders con- 
sist of, and who Bre ire that are called on to expel 
them ? Let us admit that tbey are soldiers, and 
are used to arms ; but we must also admit that 
they are men ; that they may be made to feel and 
to sutler like met ; that they arc animated by no 
other zeal than submission to orders ; that their 
leaders know us to be descended from a common 
ancestry with themselves ; that we are not un- 
used to arms; nor insensible to military glory \ 
that their leaders know and remember that their 
forces have met our forces, in days a/ore time, up. 
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♦n Jew-England ground. Tbcy will come among 

»us nith these recollections. 

We are men, u<»t so well disciplined, no* so 
mncl. accustomed to the tented f.cld as they may 
he; Lut we are under a covf.rxor who has «?en 
days that ** tri»»d men'* soul>; w a man who does 
not hear for the first lime, the thrcut of British 
invasion. He is calm and firm, and is 90, because 
he knows tlie strength and the resources of those, 
who rally around him. He kwows and we all 
know, that the united force of (»reat«Britain can- 
not conquer New-England. We who are called 
to this contest go into it with heart* very differ- 
ent from those which beat in the bosoms of our as- 
sailants. We are owners of the land on which 
we fight— the land 011 which we were born ; the 
hind on which are our homes, and the dwelling 
places of those whom 000 and nature have placed 
under our protection. We cannot be faithless to 
these solemn duties. Invaders alwavs present 
themselves at great disadvantage, to a prompt and 
efficient resistance. We shall feel as the English 
Would have felt, had the French invaded them ; 
they will feel as the French, in that case, would 
have felt. On that occasion, so awful to the Rri- 
tish nation, it is said, that the bishop of Landaff 
addressed the people. He said it had been asked 
whether a number of Englislanen, called suddenly 
from peace employments, could beat an equal num- 
ber of Freneftmau He answered, that it could 
not be known whether tbcy wouid or not. Hut 
of this he felt certain, thai half the number of En- 
glishmen tcould always try. 

Come, then, feliow citizen* ! Let us dispel all 
gloom, and apprehension : we have taken the 
charter of human life on certain conditions. 
These we must perform. We will at least have 
nothing wherewith to approach ourselves. We 
may avert all the evils, which hang over us, by 
manly resistance. Remember this it no tear of 
our making : tee are on the right side ; and thrive 
is he armed who hath his tpjarret jutt. Nothing 
can happen to us, that has not happened to all 
people under the sun, but no people under the 
ton ever had so many hopes and consolations as 
we have, founded 011 our natural strength, our 
devotion to our couutry ; our solemn duties ; and 
lastly, in our reliance on that ai.mic.htt be- 
iso, whom our fathers worshipped, and in 
whose name they met, and vanquished the enc< 
wies of their country. 

If it is the wish of our political opponents, that 
party contentions should cease, and that we should 
join together heart and hand in the defence of 
our families and homes ; let them evince the dis- 
position and 1 presume there can be no reasona- 
ble objection to the 



From the Rhode-Island {Federal) 
September 16th. 
TO RHODE-ISLAND MEN. 
The enemy approaches you ! Satiated with 
the spoils of the east, he is moving westward for 
the conquest of nobler and greater object*. 
From revelling upon the hard earned products of 
our eastern countrymen ; emboldened by their 
ready acquiescence to his demands, (which were 
assented to, because they weye not in a situation 



to resist them,) he comes ! He dare* U> come, to 
threaten with destruction our capitals I the ca- 
pitals of New-England ! Elated with his con- 
quests, (conquests of a few defenceless seaport 
towns,) he approaches, with proud and haughty 
daring, our homes ; our sanctuaries. Already 
has the feet of the enemy polluted with its tread, 
our sacred land, where re*t the ashes of our brave 
and noble fathers. Yes, au enemy has trod, 
with hostile foot, on the soil of New-England 1 
and now treads it — now does his proud banners 
wave triumphant over the heads of our brave, 
but unarmed, sons of New-England ! Yes — all 
this is — and yet Rhode-Island men almost slum- 
ber. Let this no longer be so— awake ! arise ! 
citizens of Rhode-Island ! shall we slumber till 
the enemy is at our doors, and then awake when 
all is lost ; awake bat to see our cities and towns 
wrapt in flames— our wives awl children fleeing 
their homes in despair and wretchedness, and 
calling upon us for help and protection, and we 
can extend it not ? Will not our agony be bit- 
ter tenfold— as our consciences would goad us — 
that we cruelly slumbered, when we should 
have wntched? No! my brethren, let us not 
feel this accumulated wretchedness, should fata 
dooms us to be witnesses of the agonizing sight 
of the destruction of every thing earthly that we 
hold dear. 

The sons of Rhode-Tsland have not degener- 
ated — Xktioic they have not — witness the hero- 
ic deeds of Perry — of Allen — her gallant sons. 

I call upon ye, then, men of Rhode-Island, to 
rouse in the greatness of your strength, and with 
firm heart and nerve, and with souls not to be 
intimidated hy dangers and perils, however great, 
to arm ! — to prepare yourselves as becomes free- 
men, to meet the foe that now threatens your 
destruction. 

The present crisis of the affairs of our country 
demand the utmost exertion of all our strength, 
for the preservation of that IWicrty, so dear to us, 
which our fathers so nobly contended for and ob- 
tained, and handed down to us unimpaired ; and 
their spirits, from their abodes, are now calling 
upon us to preserve it in its vigour, and leave it 
to our children as the most precious legacy man 
can bestow upon his posterity. 

I conjure ye, then, be not deaf to the call : — 
The destruction of your liberty is indeed threat- 
ened — but it is not yet too late to save. Let the 
recollection of the heroic bravery and undaunt- 
ed firmness displayed by your immortal Cireene, 
and a host of other brave and generous spirits for 
its obtainment, animate you, their descendants, 
to muke a fixed and firm retolve never to cease 
the struggle for its preservation but with your 
lives !— for what is life without liberty ? 

Listen not, for a moment, to the base and dan- 
gerous advice of some amongst you, to be quiet, 
and rely upon the generosity and magnanimity 
cf the enemy— -for it proceeds from weakness and 
error ; witness the barbarous and humiliating 
terms forced upon the unprotected Alexandrians — 
terms that an Aleerine pirate would have scorn- 
ed to have offered to his defenceless enemy. No ! 
like men revived to live free, or die like free- 
men, rely only upon the temper of your steel — all 
other rein nee is vain, and leads to certain destruc- 
tion ; none other ought a freeman ever to tfnuk 
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on! Whatever mercy your enemy might hare 
fmee shown you, now you know none will lie 
shown — for yon have Admiral C'ochrnneN assur- 
ance that he has orders to hum anil destroy your 
towns, anil that he trill txtcult them. Lot y-mr 
energy rob him, at lea«t, ol a fete totens. Let 
him not boast:ng!y say that your were but " hnlf 
a breakfast" for him ; deprive him of the pka- 
aore of seeing your towns in llar.MV, by his order — 
for the means to do it you huve, if you will but 
use them. 

Fellow citizens ! I**t me again remind you, 
that the grent peril of the time*, when we are 
left to defend ourselves, without aid, without 
assistance, call upon you oil for the utmost ex- 
ertion of your strength — alt, without distinction; 
rich and poor, farmer, iiu clianic, me/chruit, all 
classes, and all grades, (for there are nune but 
have something to lose,) to arm ! to prepare 
yourselves to meet the enemy ; to meet him 
firmly, heroically ; to meet him like mm, like 
u&trints, resolved to defend your country to the 
last extremity. Let yotir "rallying wordy be, 
** Hhodt-Irtaiul rrp r!s mry man (o do bis tlniy ; n 
and your shout to battle, 14 LiUrtj or dtnihP 

These extracts are given that the public, 
democrats as well as federalists, may see with 
what eager enthusiasm the true old spirit of 
Washingloniaii federal ism has sprung forward 
to encounter the dangers of our present aw- 
ful condition; and especially that democrats 
may test secure of our national safety and 
independence, if the valonr and skill of fede- 
ralists are in their estimation, of importance. 

In resistance of British invasion, the fede- 
ralists will not only be viui:t:m>us, but they 
will be forward, patient, persevering, lu re- 
sistance of uiv'ist Ilritish claims and preten- 
sions, they will const nt to spend their lives, 
in war and blood. Kely upon it, fellow citi- 
zens, I tell you nothing but truth. The fede- 
ralists have been belied, and yon have been 
deceived. They have been called tories, not j 
because those who called them so, suspected 
the fidelity of the disciples of Washington, 
but because they refused to volunteer in a 
war which they deemed unnecessary, unjust, 
and cruel ; for this they have been called 
torus by impudent, brazen laced, but hen- 
hearted poltroons, who though they pretended 
that they approved the war, would not, and 
dared not volunteer in it themselves. In sup- 
port of sticb a war, as at its commencement 
this was, the federalists refused (that is, some, 
not all) to lend their money ; and for this too, 
they have been called tories by miners, woo 
refused their own : for it is very evideut, that 
if 



vcrnment would hare had motley enough ; and 
Unit if they only had turned out to fight go- 
vernment would have had men enough, and 
more than enough. The fact is, that patriot- 
ism is, and lias been too, a matter of word of 
mouth business ; and many a hypocrite has 
concealed his own stinginess and cowardice, 
by imputinrr torvism to the really patriotic 
and resolute men of our country. The war 
has become just, because, while the United 
States are seeking |»eace, for such is my clear 
belief, the British government is carrying in- 
to our territories the same unnecessary, un- 
just and cruel system of invasion and desola- 
tion, which, at the commencement of the war, 
not only ensured to Mr. Madison the condem- 
nation and abhorrence of the wise and good 
men of the federal party, bnt caused the 
United .States to be abandoned and detested 
by all the powers of christeudom. The same 
federalists, who refused to aid in the invasion 
of the rights of otliere, are the very men who 
will most readily, and (irmly, and persevcring- 
ly resist an invasion of their own rights. The 
condition of the two nations is changed. 
Those who were at first on the defeusive, 
are become assailants ; ami those who were 
assailants, have been compelled to act 
on the defensive. To preserve our rights 
in the intcgritv and independence of every 
foot of the American republic, is an Ame- 
rican duty. In this view, it does not 
matter, by whose folly and wickedness, the 
necessity of this effort has been produced. 
Wo are invaded, and invasion must be resist- 
ed. The republic is in danger, aud it must bo 
defended. There is no need of allaying, what 
s-me gentlemen federalists, have most coode- 
sc. ndiugly called party spirit, to produce Uiis 
elfect. All parties are united, and always 
have been, and must be, in this principle. 
There is but one question upon which the 
parties can, and upon which, horrible as the 
fact is, they are likely, to divide ; aud Utat, is, 
whether in these perilous and disastrous times, 
our qffairs shall be conducted, by competent, or 
incompetent agents. According to the new 
doctrines of some old federalists, inquiry into 
this matter is dangerous, and pots the safety 
of the country at hazard. In times of peace 
indoed, when all is quiet and safe, when there 
is neither danger nor fear of it, it is very impor- 
tant to be extremely careful whom we trust. 
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When the vessel is gliding gently down the 
stream, we should anxiously seek for an able 
commander. But when the storm rages, 
when the tempest is dashing her upon the 
rocks, to endeavour to rescue her from the 
command of him, who could not even when 
he bad to contend only with moderate breezes 
keep her free, threatens utter miu ! Now I 
think a good sailor can easily enough work at 
tlic pump In the hour of danger, and express 
his desire for a good helmsman, at the same 
time. And I think this nation has leisure 
enough to look into Mr. Madison's unfitness, 
especially when the flames of Washington, 
"throw so much light upoh the subject," and 
still be ready, perfectly ready to meet its in* 
vaders. Nor is there any thing in this matter 
calculated to puzzle or entaugle the under- 
standing. On the contrary the two truths, 
which in my judgment it is important to in- 
culcate, arc in fact connected with each 
other : 

First : Th e nation must arm to resist in- 
vasion. 

Secondly : It must bave competent leaders, 
for upon that depends almost every thing. 

Now, who is competent ? who is incompe- 
tent ? I do, in all simplicity and humility, 
coofess my inability to perceive why we should 
fight worse for having good leaders, or even 
for seeking them. 

The more I think of it, therefore, the more 
I feel justified in urging, that for the general 
safety our unsparing and revengeful invaders 
should be resisted ; resisted effectually ; and 
that for this purpose our incompetent adminis- 
tration should resign to make way for compe- 
tent men. With such a people as the Ameri- 
cans are, so uuited in the great object as they 
are, what deeds of glory might they not per- 
form with an administration capable of draw- 
ing forth, and directing the resources of a 
brave and powerful natien. Then indeed 
might we hope that the American character 
would be restored to what it was in the days 
of Washington ! 

However, I am bound to allow, that whether 
we ran get good leaders or not, it is our duty 
to resist the enemy manfully under such as 
we bave. For if the people should be as in- 
active, as the administration is feeble, we 
should be subjugated in a month. 
It has, therefore, become imperiously no 
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cessary that the people should arm ; and 
thank Cod, tbey have aimed and they are 
continuing to arm ; and none with more reso- 
lute and dauntless zeal, than the federalists. 
But 1 entreat them, while they do their duty 
against the enemy, not to yield their princi- 
ples to the incompetent men who have urged 
us into these difficulties ; not to let their feel- 
ings mislead their understandings. While 
this war had for its object, invasion and cou- 
quest, while its effects were to be the spread- 
ing of desolation and misery among our unof- 
fending and friendly Canadian neighbours, 
while, above all, it was a war in aid of that ty- 
rant whose success would have ensured our 
slavery, the federalists refused to pollute 
themselves with this unholy thing, and with 
the guilty men, who were its authors. They 
condemned the wickedness of these men long 
before their incapacity became proverbial. 
Theu let our country not be tamely yielded 
up to these men in the day of its tribulation 
and peril, Heretofore, neither the denuncia- 
tions of demagogue incendiaries, could iuti- 
midate, nor the prospect of sharing in the 
spoils of the enemy's country, and their own. ' 
could tempt true hearted federalists to sin 
against the light of their understandings. 
They foresaw, in the progress of this war, a 
destruction of lives, and a waste of money, 
which this nation would have to mourn to the 
latest posterity ; and for this reason too, they 
opposed and deplored it ; for this reason they 
did all in their power to dissuade the adminis- 
tration from commencing it. They rejoiced 
when the orders in council were repealed, be- 
cause as these had been the only cause ever 
assigned for the embargoes ami non-inter- 
courses, which had afflicted us so much ; as it had 
always, and even by law, been provided, that 
when the orders in council should csase, em- 
bargo and non-intercourse should eease too ; 
and as war was professed to have been com- 
menced because these had not been strong 
enough to accomplish the end intended by ' 
them, to wit, the repeal of the orders, they 
trusted confidently that this end being at 
length attained, the war, professed to be in- 
tended only for its attainment, would cease; 
they trusted that although Mr. Madison might 
be wicked enough, he would not be so incon- 
sistent as to continue the war on aground 
(impressments) which had not bfen so much a* 
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mentioned in bis arrangement with Mr. Ers- 
kine. They felt the more confident in this 
particular, because, at the time the war was 
declared, the practice of impressing had almost 
ceased ; and many of our seamen had been 
discharged since Mr. Erskine's arrangement; 
so that this evil, if it had not entirely ceased, 
-was hy no means so great in 1812, as it bad 
been before 1M9. They felt still more con- 
fident that the repeal of the orders in council 
would give us peace, and that the question of 
impressments, unembarrassed by auy others, 
could present no obstacle to reconciliation, 
because, in addition to the inconsistency of 
resting the justification of the war on that 
ground, it was plam, that on that ground, it 
could not be justified : for the British go- 
rernment had entered into an arrangement on 
this subject, with Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, 
who bad officially declared it satisfactory, and 
honourable ; and there seemed to be no 
reason, why that, which had been done once, 
might not be clone again. They flattered 
themselves that they saw the dawn, and 
hoped soon to heboid their country prosper- 
ing again in the mild sunshine of peace. 
Even if Mr. Madison should be so depraved, 
so shamefully inconsistent, as not to make 
peace under these circumstances, they felt 
confident, that there was good sense enough 
in the people to choose another person in his 
place, who would. But in this too, (most un- 
fortunately for this poor nation) they were 
disappointed. Their next hope was, that when 
Mr. Madison asked congress for money, to 
carry on this unnecessary war, congress 
wonld have the honesty and good sense and 
firmness, to ask him for peace; it being evi- 
dent, that be could then (Great Britain hav- 
ing trouble enough with Bonaparte,) make an 
honourable and an advantageous peace, if he 
chose. But congress too was regardless of its 
duty. Alas ' how should it have been other- 
wise, when the people themselves had been 
obstinately blind to truth, reason, and their 
manifest interests ! and now, there remained 
but one poor and meagre hope. It was very 
certain, that very few democrats, would ex- 
pose their lives, and venture their money, in 
the care of their beloved leaders. The fe- 
deralists were called upon, implored, to with- cd that they themselves, their sons and bn> 
hold theirs — but to no purpose. Even their \ there, would ever find it necessary to abandon 
example however, did not mislead the great j the repose and endearments of home, to on 



mass of moneyed men in the opposite party. 
These lent a little at first, but found out very 
soon how unsafe it was ; and then while they 
scolded federalists for not lending their money 
to an administration they despised, and in 
support of a war they detested, they very 
cunningly left these same federalists to lend 
theirs. And thus it was that this war of in- 
vasion received a support, which enabled it 
to limp along, for awhile ; the pobnc credit 
being undermined by the very support it re- 
ceived from those, who now cannot dispose or 
their stock at texenty per cent ! and rigktly 
served they are. 

From the period that Mr. Madison, and the 
people, and the congress resolved to persevere 
in this accursed war, aWiough the road to 
peace was as plain as a turnpike, from this 
period the great body of federal statesmen, 
and patriots, folded up their arms, to witness 
the practical developemcnt of those calami- 
tics which were sure to follow. 

But, great as their apprehensions bad been, 
the calamities which have been crowded into 
the two years and three months of this un- 
necessary war, far, very far exceeded them. 
They had feared and deplored only those evils 
which are necessarily attendant on war : tba 
waste of blood, the waste of money, the com- 
mencement of an oppressive and never ending 
taxation; the corrupt and corrupting patro- 
nage of eorrupt statesmen, the disregard of 
civil rights, incident to military times, and 
the extension of immoral and dissolute habits. 
These were the evils they had feared. Even 
they had not taken into the account, that an 
army sent iuto the field by a population of 
kioht millions, were to be resisted, much 
less defeated, by the forces of two thinly po- 
pulated provinces. They had not taken into 
the account that Europe might redeem itself 
from the tyrant, and thus leave Great-Britain 
to direct her whole force against the United 
States. They had not taken into Uie ac- 
count, that our war of invasion, might be 
turned into one of self defence; that our war 
for foreign conquest, might become one of 
self preservation. While they pitied the suf- 
ferings of juir soldiers perishing in the fright- 
ful climate of Canada, they bad 
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Counter ruthless invaders, in defence of their 
altars and firesides; and above all, most distant 
from their apprehension was it, that in two 
years after the nation had been employed in 
dashing out its brains against Upper Canada 
to no purpose, the financial concerns of the 
country would be so horribly mismanaged, 
that its money institutions would bo vio- 
lently broken up, the circulating medium 
destroyed, and the government compelled to 
declare its own bankruptcy ; while its favour- 
ites proclaim, that the only hope of extrica- 
tion rests upon an emission of paper, in other 
words, continental money, or, a yearly tax of 
thirty millions! had they foretold these 
events ; had their predictions been as full, as 
the incapacity of the administration has been 
pernicious ; had they when Porter spoke of 
the invasion of Canada as*, war feast, and, 
when the madmen of the western states, pro- 
mised the conquest of Canada in six weeks ; 
bad they then foretold only the capitulation 
of Hull, the possession by the British, of the 
Michigan territory, the shameful descent of 
Wilkinson, the ravages along the Niagara, 
and the loss of our fort there ; the occupation 
of a part of Massachusetts, and the cowardly 
abandonment, the conflagration of Washington, 
they would have been booted and bunted as 
traitors to their country ; their blood would 
have streamed in atonement for their treason. 
And now, the same infatuated populace, who 
would have massacred the prophets of so 
much evil, are to be permitted to go quietly 
on unwarned, to their ruin! and federalists 
are found to advance the doctrine, that the 
national safety requires that the obstinate 
persevering contrivers of national ruin and 
misery be suffered to proceed without a sin- 
gle word or murmur to interrupt them. Fe- 
deralists, will show too much " party spirit" 
if they attempt to interrupt thcro. Not a 
word must be spoken, not a line printed. 
Such is proposed to be the basis of this new, 
and fautastical, and pernicious " union of' 
sentiment." But, by the blessing of God, it 
shall not delude me. The truth shall be told. 
And as long as a sheet of paper can be found, 
it shall be priuted. Neither abuse, nor 
threats, nor suffering should deter the pro- 
prietor of an independent press, from speak 



depends the prosperity, and perhaps, the u> 
dependence of the only republic on earth. 
The same bohon upas, which has for two 
years and three months, scattered only poi- 
son and death throughout the whole circuit 
of its influence, will, and must, if it be left to 
stand for two years and six months more, 
complete the scene of American desolation 
and misery. 

If the people cannot be disenthralled from 
their confidence in those hot headed zealots, 
whose frenzy, and those calculating knaves, 
whose cunning misleads them, we arc ruined. 
If they caunot be convinced of the necessity 
of discharging idiocy from, and ushering wis- 
dom into, the national councils, then, as truly 
as effects flow from their parent causes, just 
so truly shall we continue to witness new evils 
of the same character with those we .have 
witnessed. Why not ? how can it be others- 
wise ? we may occasionally, when public spi- 
rit rallies voluntarily, at the approach of pub- 
lic danger, show what a brave people can do. 
But the administration is composed of men ; 
and such men, as compose it, never improve, 
never alter. The people may boast of what 
they have done at Nattsburgh ; but such an 
administration can show only the wisdom it 
evinced at Detroit. The people may glory in 
their exploits at Baltimore ; but suck an 
administration must continue to be content 
with such achievements as it has accomplish^ 
ed at Washington. 

Upon the first appearance of the late dan- 
gers, the federalists took up arms in common 
with, and at the side of their democratic bre- 
thren, iu defence of their country. And they 
did right ; it was impossible that they should 
do otherwise. They entered cheerfully upon 
the defence of the country andifae republic. 
And now they hope they will no longer be 
called monarchists ; for they have embodied 
themselves, they have fought for the republic. 
They hope they will uo longer be called to- 
nes; for they have pledged aud ventured 
their lives for the country. They hope thev 
will no longer be called partisans of England; 
for they have met the English as enemies, 
bravely, resolutely, enthusiastically. Aliens 
in their native land, belied, insulted, persecu- 
ted, they have nevertheless come forth to 



iag truth, at any time ; but most especially protect their country, in the first moment of 
*t a time, when, on the knowledge of truth, | reaI necessity. And some have gone so far as 
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to preach up forgc-Uutuess of the incapacity 
of the democratic idols, by calling it so 
smoothly and so sweetly, •* an oblivion of 
party animosities!" And for these reasons 
tliey hope hereafter to escape insult, and con- 
tumely, and persecution ! What— do you 
then really think, Afr. Dwr, that we have 
been called tories and British partisans be- 
cause we were believed to be so ? Are you 
yet to learn that these names were giveu to 
the good and wise men of the nation, that 
such men as Madison and his retinue might 
feed upon the fat of the land, and the ruin of 
the people ? My dear sir ! say what you will, 
do what yon will, tories and monarchists you 
must be called to the end of your lives by 
wretches, who would be doomed to obscurity 
and poverty, if at elections the only inquiry 
should be, who are the best and wisest men, 
JoAn Duer or William Ross ? General Xorlh 
or Governor Tompkins ? Rufus King or James 
Madison ? Yon have not been belied by the 
calumniating wretches, because they did not 
kmmyou ; bnt because they did know you ; 
because if others knew you as well as they did, 
tkey would have no chance Some few honest 
and deceived people may perhaps be willing 
ta do yon justice, but rely upon it, the same 
men who refuse to call upon such a man as 
Mr. Madison, to go oxU of office, will not call 
upon such meu as you, to come in. 

No. The times demand of us, not to flat- 
ter, and coax, and soothe calumniators, but to 
appeal to the nation ; not to smile and ogle 
with those who have, for the basest purposes, 
belied us, and ruined our country, but to drive 
honest truths borne to the hearts of the people. 
If the people cannot bear them, if their sto- 
machs are too woak to endure the only medi- 
cine that will minister their cure, what mat- 
ters it, whether the medicine or the disease 
destroys them ? The federalists have acted 
in a manner worthy of themselves and their 
country. They have afforded the nation the 
benefit of their example ; and It is their right, 
it is their duty, to give them the benefit of 
their precepts too. 

I shall clofte this article by presenting the 
readers of the Examiner with some of the 
compliments which the federalists have re- 
ceived for their intrepid conduct, their patri- 
ofic writings, and soothing speeches. 



From the Columbian of September 13. 

"The 14 madnctt" of a " vteak ami Kicked admi- 
nistration" is indeed intolerable, unless it can 
•lirecl enough of its passion ami rage against the 
" bitter and malignant" partisans of tlie enemy 
among u«, to put down their lying Blunders, their 
false prophecy ing, unci their incessant abuse of 
the government. A Scotch motto is a good appli- 
cation for Sro/cA loyally under an indulgent go- 
vernment, Nemo me impunt /tws«i/— nunc shall 
insult me with impunity. If nn administration is 
not to be protected ngainst nn internal foe, how 
can it defend the country ngains t n foreign enemy ? 
The time may come, when government will be 
compelled, of all its assailants, to strike the near- 
est first." 

From the National Advocate, reptibHshcA in the 
Philadelphia Dem. Press. 

Extract of a letter from our correspondent at 
Huston* 

" You will have seen that nur tory papers, find- 
ing that their invitation to Mr. Madison to re- 
sign has not been attended to, now propose, with 
their accustomed modesty, that he f hotild change 
his ministry ; and as Gen. Armstrong is ejected, 
(much to their satisfaction) that Mr. King should 
be inducted iuto the cabinet, together with two 
other natives of Massachusetts. As Mr. Kin* 
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" stood so well with the people in power" in 
land, they hope that he may induce the British 
to bear with Mr. Madison in consideration of his 
having chosen " respectable persons," as Cock, 
burne calls them, for his ministers. Then, forsooth. 
" the war will be prosecuted to a glorious issue," 
What is this but acknowledging the want of prin- 
ciple of which the republicans have always ac- 
cused them ? The party who have pronounced 
this war immoral, unjust and unnecessary, if rai- 
sed to power, would prosecute it to a glorious is- 
sue ! Rintm teneatis ? A true federalist would 
say, No ! we will have peace under this admin- 
istration and no other — lor although we do not 
like the men, the public enemy shall not dictate 
to its, as he threatens, the choice of nil or?. At 
much as we rejoice in " the emancipation of Eu- 
rope," we will not have peace imposed upon us as 
it has been on France, by first succumhing to an 
insolent foe. I was surprised and shocked to see, 
after the calamitous and dirgraceful events at 
Washington, an echo of toryism in the Boston 
Patriot, in an article proposing the removal of 
General Armstrong for want of talents ! If it be 
necessary to sacrifice on the altar of union— if, 
with the high priest, we read of in the New Tes- 
tament, it be thought expedient * that one man 
should die for the people." in the name of hu- 
manity let him die without torture of thorns or 
vinegar; let the true motive be assigned. The 
sacrifice necessary to save the country is not of 
oxe man, but ol tories aud traitors— -the former 
of whom should be silenced, the latter punished." 



From the National Advocate qf the XOth and 

14/A September. 
" As to the supposed advantage of obtaining the 
aid of those who are conscientiously scrupulous 
agaiast partaLtug iu offensive operations*, v »e cou- 
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rider it as completely ilhiwry. Fuch dastards as 
those, who would not defend their property, atid 
homes, and families* from spoliation and violence 
Hi Washington, and Alexandria, and Castine, 
make no distinction of tin? sort, and arc equally 
tei:.ler of shedding the Mood of their enemy in 
defending their own soil, or in pursuing him into 
bis territory, there to chastise him for his unjust 
aggression. Theirs is the cli.:rity which hopeth 
all Ihiogs, be'itnt't nil th^igs, tmtunlh all things, 
of British magnanimity, justice, and clemency. 
Is their property spared— they laud these virtues 
of the enemy It/the skies*, is it taken from them 
und they permitted to drag out their disgraceful 
existence umid.-t the rums of their country's hon- 
our— they adore the clemency of a foe who has 
disdained to fhed their ignominious hlood. 1* 
their property agaiu spared, und the monuments 
of the nation's glorv laid waste by these barbari- 
ans — they humbly kiss the rod which is ► ha ken 
over their heads, and congratulate themselves 
that the enemy have destroyed puLlic property 
Duly. 

** We therefore co-elude, that it is vain to ex- 
pect the aid of th'.-e who are neurit tilitnistjj trru- 
jm/'jtwof shedding ll.itish blood, by changing the 
character of our military operations. With ibem 
it will still be an vj)\ui>irc war, which nngaueful 
and rebellious children are waging against a ten- 
der, but justly irritated and i 'e- n>fd parent. 
Coldly calculating, not what their country, but 
what liny are to lose, the enemy would still make 
it their intercut, in wine way or other, to look on 
with itidill'erenee, whilst his wasting sword spread 
havoc a, id ruin over the land." 

From the National Advocate rf September 20. 

" After a deal of intermediate verbiage this self- 
styled Leonidas praises the corpoiiat iox of this 
•city for not being *• asleep on their posts as were 
the memorable defenders cf the city of Washing- 
ton." We arc no more deposed to deprive the 
corporation of whatever praise they merit for 
what they hare, done, than wc are to with- 
hold the just weight of censure for w hat llity 
hare not done, or unreasonably delayed to do. 
Did we deem the present time proper for the bu- 
siness, we might show, that the reproach of " a 
weak and imurovident conduct" applies nearer 
home than Washington, and with much more 
fc-rcc than to the constituted authorities with 
whom was eut rusted the care of defending that 
place." 

From the National T/ttcUi^encer (the adminis- 
tration jiaper at Washington,) oj Sept. 14. 
*• Sane newspapers are propagating a rumour 
that Mr. King, of New-York, is probably to be 
invited to a plate in the cabinet. For our part, 
disclaiming all knowledge of what arrangements 
are to take place upon this head, we are at a lose 
to conceive any possible foundation for such a 
rumour as this. Mr. King, who has professed 
himself a decided enemy, to all the principles on 
which the war is waged! Mr. King, who has 
done all in his power i) render it unsuccessful ! 
Mr. King, who attended the delivery of Mr. 
Governeur Morris'* oration, aod was wne of tho 
chief appluuder* of its abepiiubly monarchical 



and universally detested sentiments! are these 
aumn4 his clai.-is to the coutidcncc of the repub- 
lican portion of the community? we confess, for 
ourselves, wc have yet to learn the single claim 
that he possesses. It is well known, that Mr. 
king, and Mr. Hanson arc considered the two 
leaders of the federal party in Ibis country; the 
former in the senate, the latter in the house of 
representatives of the United States. Now, what- 
ever merit these gentlemen may have and be re- 
al!v entitled to in fed. ral eyes, we humbly ap- 
prehend, that all republicans regard them diflb- 
renllv, and that as little the one a* the other is 
likely to be pointed out by their whiles us the- 
deposit »ry of any part of their confide nee." 

From Vit (Trenton) True American of S'pt. 

2*)th. 

The fedeha lists having never lost fight of 
their great object — \Uz sounding of a throne; 
and beholding with agony the prosperity of the 
people under their republican tXsTITUTldxs, 
gave up their hopes of success by direct means, «uii 
now seek to destroy, Iks l those institution-, mid 
accomplish their designs afterwards. To this in- 
tent they teil the people to rert, to take there ease, 
their is nothing (say they) critical or alarming to 
the liiues ; sleep ou in security, you have nothing 
to fear from the 14 bulwark uf our religion." If 
men would enlist under the banner? of their coun- 
try, to ser»'e her in the hour of danger — the fede- 
ralists dissuade them. If patrolic sons of revo- 
lutionary tires would volunteer to serve their 
country in the "tinted field," federalists disconr- 
age ami revile them. If perchance an advantage is 
obtained by the en km v — fedt ialbts rejoice, lio 
we oouin a victor f, they ule*-! 

From the same. 
Who is there, fellow citizens, that questions 
the existence among us, of the rankest toryism ? 
who feels not the torture of daily hearing and 
seeing its principles originated, advocated, und 
diffused among usi' its existence is as palpable 
us the sunshine, ami as extensive as our coun- 
try. It intrudes upon our domestic retirement; 
it insults us in public nvfcuiblies ; it besets us 
upon the highway, and bye-roads or the nation. 
.No place too public, too common or sacred, for 
the exhibition of its principles. Observe th» 
crowd collected around the tavern ptuxh, the 
street corner, or the chnrch door, ami " my liffe 
for it" the infernal head of toryism arises in tho 
midst of it. Like the spirit of natural corruption, 
hath it pervaded every rank and clnss of the op- 
position ; and nothing but the redeeming princi- 
ples of republicanism have saved the republic 
from political perdition. It hath even crept 
into the bosoms und stung to tho heart, men, 
who were once the undoubted champions of their 
country's rights: soldiers who have figured in 
the immortal battles of our liberty : heroes, who 
have stood, "all covered with "glory," in the 
very breaches aod ramparts of tho revolution. 

Rirum texeatis ? The following com- 
pliment to the president, has !>♦>»•□ most 
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gravely printed and reprinted, in most of 

the democratic papers ! Fact. 

THE PRESIDENT. 

Thn president on this trying occasion, has dis- 
covered great energy, and merits the thanks of 
bis country. He appeared on ilia battle ground 
cm the £4th ult. and remained till it was no long- 
er prpdent/o contisuk. He returned to the 
city as toon an tiie enemy had tied, and roused the 
citizens to resistance, when it was wished by a 
few, like the Alexandrians to mhke a disgraceful 
capitulation. Thus, through hi* instrumentality, 
the reputation, at least, of the city has been saved. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF DCARESBCRGH. 

Ilad I not seen the proclamation of (he 
British Major General Brisbane, which, (in the 
iufamous style of the French regicides) holds 
out protection to the people, and declares war 
against their government : I should yet, have 
hesitated to address you in this public man- 
ner, for 1 have long felt the value of the peace- 
ful obscurity of private life, have longknown 
that to avoid censure, was to pass unobserv- 
ed. But the man who does not feel indignant 
at the ofTer of foreign interference iu our do- 
mestic concerns, is unworthy the name of 
American. The people of the United States 
gained (there are yet those who remember at 
how great a price) their freedom, and the 
right to govern themselves ; they may un- 
wisely delegate their power ; the trust may 
be abused to their undoing ; the remedy is in 
a revolution, which God forbid ; or to wait 
patiently under affliction, until, by the voice 
of the people, a change of rulers can be effect- 
ed. We spurned the French ; spurned the Bri- 
tish interference. It is known to you, that 
I declined receiviog an appointment in the ar- 
my ; my views may have been incorrect ; but 
when, in theunblest moment of our declaring 
war against G. Britian, I saw nothing but the 
insidious friendship, the overwhelming, the de- 
stroying power of the emperor of France, to 
fear ; I could notcouscnt to raise my arm, fee- 
ble as it is, against his adversary, who, I most 
religiously believed, in contending For his own 
existence, was virtually fighting for the free- 
dom of the United States, lu this belief I 
refused to join the war against the British 
provinces of Canada, and never for a moment, 
have I regretted that 1 did refuse. 

The stupendous power of Bonaparte, against 
-til calculation, and by more than human 
means, has been broken down and dissipated. 
And England now, alone, gives cause of fear 
to us, and to the world. By what unhallowed 
arts or dire misfortune, we have fallen from 
the prond eminence on which in other times 
we stood, into the dark and deep abyss, in 
which we 6nd ourselves, it is now, worse than 
useless, to inquire. It is sufficient if we know 
its perils, aud have fortitude to meet them. 
We are strong in numbers, and I trust we 
have yet, some portion of our ancient virtue, 
ft well becomes us in a dark hour like this, to 



be silent, to be united, and to obey. For My- 
self, I have looked and lingered in the hope 
of peace ; it comes not : our country is tnvs* 
d>d, and I redeem the pledge I gave. In any 
rank or station, I am at the secvice of my fel- 
low citizens. You know me, townsmen, and 
you know that a strong sense of duty could 
alone, have drawn that sentence from me. I 
feel how little worth my Services may be : the 
tire of youth, and with it, my ambition, has 
expired. What have I to gain? How 
much to lose in leaving those I live for ! If. 
however, we shrink from opposing the inva- 
ding spoiler, we may soon have no home, no 
children, nothing werth protecting. We may 
live, and have a master, perhaps an easy mas- 
ter, but we have been used to freedom, and at 
all risk, all hazard, 1 trust we will be free. 

It is said, I know not how truly, that the 
commanding general of this district has, with- 
out your knowledge, volunteered yonr ser- 
vices. If this is so, it shows the honourable 
point of view in which he holds your patriot- 
I ism : let him not be disappointed. All can 
not go, but all who have health and strength, 
and wliose care and labour is not absolutely 
necessary to preserve their families from 
want, should set about their pieparation. 
There is but one alternative, my friends, we 
must prepare to do, or to sutler ; we caunot 
hesitate. 

The militia laws I have reason to believe, 
have been most shamefully evaded. How are 
you armed ? how disciplined ? It is dreadfully 
late to make the inquiry ; but it ought imme- 
diately to be made ; and I recommend it to 
the authority of the town, if necessary, to aid 
the militia officers in ascertaining bow many 
arms there are, who has them, exempt or not 
exempt, tl»at those who go may take the best. 
There are, thank Heaven, very few among us 
so poor as not to be able to equip themselves. 
If tire arms are to be procured, force year 
men, officers procure them ; if uot, get pikes, 
with pikes, brave men may do good service. 
A woollen coat, no matter 'for the cut or co- 
lour, (the revolutionary army fought in 
rags,) vest and overalls, a spare pair of shoes, 
and stockings, blanket, knapsack and canteen, 
will be sufficient for a three months' tour. 
Arms and accoutrements are of the greatest 
consequence ; and without silence and obedi- 
ence, there is nothing ; to keep shoulder to 
shoulder in your rank, to march forward with 
charged bayonet, to load aud fire with delibe- 
ration, and good aim, is all that in the present 
moment is necessary to be learned. Officers 
should know how to judge of distance, the ball 
that will fly over an enemy's head if be be 
near, will with the same level, fall at his feet, 
if at a distance. But it is not my province, 
nor am I tit to give instruction I have 
nothing more to say, than, that we all hare a 
dear duty to perform, and too much at stake* 
to permit its being performed in an inefficient 
manner. W. NORTH. 

Duanesbxirgh, Stpt, 9, 1814* 
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STATE PAPERS. 

'Prtaly between the allied power* and his ma- 
jesty the Emperor Napoleon. 

Art. 1. His majesty the Emperor Napoleon 
renounces for himself, his successors, and de- 
scendants, as well as lor all the members of 
his family, all right of sovereignty ami domi- 
uion, as well to the French empire, and the 
kingdom of Italy, as over every other country. 

Art. 2. Their majesties the Emperor Napo- 
leon, and Maria Louisa, shall retain their 
titles and rank, to be enjoyed during their 
lives. Thu mother, the brothers, sisters, ne- 
phews, and nieces of the emperor, shall also 
retain, wherever they may reside, the titles 
ef princes and princesses of his family. 
Art. 3. The isle of Elba, adopted by his 




by hiin in full sovereignty and property; 
there shall be besides granted, in full proper- 
ty to the Emperor Napoleon, an annual reve- 
nue of 2.000,000 francs, in rent-charge, in the 
great book of France, of which 1,000,000 
shall be in reversion for the empress. 

Art . 4. The dutchies of Parma, Ptacentia, 
and Guastella shall be granted, in full property 
and so-vcrcignty, to her majesty the Empress 
Haria Louisa; they shall pass by her sou, and 
to the descendants on the right line. The 
prince her son, shall from heuceibrth take the 
title of prince of Parma, Placentia, and Guas- 
telia. 

Art. S. All the powers engage to employ 
their good offices to cause to be respected by 
the Barbary powers, the flag and the terri- 
tory of the isle of Elba, for which purpose 
the relations with the Barbary powers shall 
be assimilated to those with France. 

Art. 6. There shall be reserved in the terri- 
tories hereby renounced to his majesty the 
Emperor Napoleon, for himself and his family, 
domains or rent-charges in the great book of 
France, producing a revenue, clear of all de- 
ductions and charges, of 2,500,000 franc*. 
These domains or rents shall belong, in full 
property, and to be disposed of as the> shall 
think fit, to the princes and princesses of his 
family, and shall be divided amongst them in 
such a manner that the revenue of each shall 
be in the following proportion, viz. Francs. 
To Madame Mere, 300,000 
To King Joseph and his queen, 500,000 
To King Louis, 200,000 
To the queen of flortense and to 

her children, 400,000 
To King Jerome and his queen, 500,000 
To the Princess Eliza, 300,000 
To the Princess Pauliua. 500,000 
l ite princes and princesses of the house of 
the Emperor Napoleon shall retain, besides 
their property, moveable and immoveable, of 
whatever nature it may be, which they shall 
Possess by individual and public right, and 



the rents of which they shall enjoy, also as 
individuals. 

Art. 7. The annual pension of the Empress 
Josephine shall be reduced to 1,000,000, in 
domains, or in inscriptions, in the great book, 
of France; she shall continue to enjoy, la 
full property, all her private property, more- 
able and immoveable, with power to dispose 
of it conformably to the French laws. 

Art. 8. There shall be granted to Prince 
Engene, viceroy of Italy, a suitable establish- 
ment out of France. 

Art. 9. The property which his majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon possesses in France, 
either as extraordinary domain, or as private 
domain, attached to the crown, the fund* 
placed bv the emperor, either in the great 
book of France, in the bank of France, in the 
actions des IbrcK or in any other manner, 
and which his majesty abandons to the crown, 
shall be reserved as a capital which shall not 
exceed 2,000,000, to be expended in gratifica- 
tions in favour of such persons, whose namti 
shall be contained in a list to be signed by the 
Emperor Napoleon, and which shall be trans- 
mitted to the French government. 

Art. 10. All the crown diamonds shall re- 
main in France. 

Art. 11. His majesty the Emperor Napo- 
leon shaH return to the treasury, and to the 
other public chests, all the sums and effect* 
that shall have been taken out by his orders, 
with the exception of what lias been appro- 
priated from the civil list. 

Art. 12. The debts of the household of his 
majesty the Emperor Napoleon, such as they 
were on the day of the signature of the present 
treaty, shall be immediately discharged out 
of the arrears due by the public treasury to 
the civil list, according to a list, which bball 
be signed by a commissioner appointed for 
that purpose. 

Art. 13. The obligations of the Mount Na- 
poleon of Milan, towards all the creditors, 
whether Frenchmen or Toreign^rs, shall . bo 
exactly fulfilled, unless there shall be any 
change made in this respect. 

Art. 14. There shall be given all the ne~ 
cessary passports for a free passage of his 
majesty the Emperor Napoleon, or of the 
empress, the princes and princesses, and all 
the persons of their suites who wish to ac- 
company them, or to establish themselves 
out of France : as well for the passage of all 
the equipages, bouses, and effects belonging 
to them. The allied powers shall in conse- 
quence furnish officers and men for escorts. 

Art, 15. The French imperial guard shall 
furnish a detachment of from 1200 to 1500 
men, of all arms, to serve as an escort to the 
Emperor Napoleon, to hit. Tropes, the place 
of his embarkation. 

Art. 16. There shall be furnished a cor- 
vette and the necessary transport vessels, to 
convey to the place of his destination, his 

majesty the Emperor Napoleon, and bis hoti?c 

* it- 
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hold, and the corvette shall belong, in full 

property, to his majesty the emperor. 

Art. 17. The Kmperor .Napoleon shall be 
allowed to take with him, and retain as his 
guard, 400 men, volunteers, as well officers,. as 
sub-officers and soldiers. 

Art. 18. No Frenchman, who shall have 
followed" the Emperor Napoleon, or his family, 
shall* be held to forfeit his right as such, by 
not returning to France within three years ; 
at least they shall not he comprised in the 
exceptions which the French government re- 
serve* to itself to graut after the expiration 
of that term. * 

Art. 15). The Polish troops of all arms, in 
the service of France, shall be at liberty to 
return home, and shall retain their arms and 
baggage as a testimony of their honourable 
venires. The officers. sul>-officers, and sol- 
diers, shall retain the decorations which have 
been granted to them, and the pensions an* 
uexed to those decorations. 

Art. 20. The high allied powers guarantee 
the execution of all the articles of the present 
treaty, and engage to obtain that it shall be 
adopted and guarantied by France. 

Art. 21. The present act shall be ratified, 
and the ratifications exchanged at Paris with- 
in two days, or sooucr, if possible. 

Done at Paris the 11th April. 1814. 

M.S.) The Prince Mettemich, 
(L. S.) P. Comptc de.s/arf/on, 
fl . S.) Amire (omple dc Rasmmoffsky, 
(L. S.) ( has. Kotiert Compte de Nesselrode, 
(I.. S.) (astlereagh. 

[ L. S.) Chas. Auffxnte Baron de Hardinberg, 
[L. S.j Marshal fl>y f 
(L. S.) Caulincourt. 

Papers Urid before the Home of Commons. 

Extract of a despatch from Viscount Castlereagh 
to the earl of Liverpool, dated Paris, April 
13, itJti, 

*' I desired, however, to decline, on the 
part of my government, being more than an 
acceding party to the treaty ; and declared, 
that the act of accession on the part of Great- 
Britain could not go beyond the territorial ar- 
rangements proposed in the treaty." 

Extract of a protocol. " Paris, April 10, 1814. 

" The plenipotentiaries of his majesty to 
the Emperpr Napoleon, and those of the al- 
lied powers, being assembled that day, have 
aereed upon the articles of the treaty which 
determines the arrangements relative to the 
Emperor Napoleon and his family. 

** Lord Castlereagh, minister of his Britan- 
nic majesty, declared, that England could not 
become » party to the said treaty ; but he 
promised to give in the act of accession of his 
court, with -the least delay, to so much as con- 
cern* the free possession of the island of Elba, 
and the Duchies of Parma, Placentia and 
Guastella. Lord Castlercagh also promised 



to give the necessary passports and securities 
for the voyage." 

Copv of a despatch from Lord Castlercagh to 
Earl BathurM. *' Paris, April 27, 18U. 

" My lord— I have the honour to transmit 
toyoor lordship an act which I have this day 
executed here, containing the accession of 
Great-Britain to certain parts of the treaty 
lately concluded with respect to the family 
and person of Napoleon Bonaparte. I am 
&e. (Signed) CAbTLEREAGH." 

Certified copy of the act of accession, on the part of 
Great-Britain to the treaty with rcr*pect to 
Napoleon Bonaparte. April 27, 181 -V. 

" Whereas, their imperial and royal majes- 
ties, the emperor of Austria, king of Hungary 
and Bohemia ; the emperor of all the Russias, 
and the king of Prussia, have cutered i nto a 
treaty conemded at Paris on the lllh of April 
of the present year, for the purpose of grant- 
ing, for such respective periods as in the said 
treaty are mentioned, to the person and fami- 
ly of Napoleon Bonaparte, the possession in 
sovereignty of the island of Elba, and the 
duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Guastella, 
and ibr all other purposes; which treaty has 
been communicated to the prince regent of 
the united kingdom of Great-Britain and Ire- 
land, by the ministers of their imperial and 
royal majesties, the emperor of Austria, king 
of Hungary and Bohemia, the emperor of all 
the Uussias, and the king of Prussia ; who in 
the name of their respective sovereigns have 
jointly invited the prince regent to accede to 
the same, in the name and on the behalf of bis 
majesty. 

»' His royal highness the prince regent* 
having full knowledge of the contents of the 
said treaty, accedes to the same, in the name 
and on the behalf of his majesty, as far as re- 
spects the stipulations relative to the posses- 
sion in sovereignty of the island of Elba, and 
also of the duchies of Parma, Placentia, and 
Guastella. But his royal highness is not to 
be considered, by this act of accession, to have 
became a party in the name of his majesty, 
to any of the other provisions and stipula-. 
tions contained therein. 
" Given under my hand and seal, at Paris, this 

27th day of April, in the year of our Ixtrd 

T814. 

" By command of his royal highness the prince 
regent, acting in the name and on the behalf 
of his majesty. 
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH." 

From the Alexandria Gazette. 
IN COUNCIL, 

SKPTKM RER 7, 1814. 

Present — Thomas Herbert, President ; Joha 
Ginl, Andrew Hemming, Henry Nichohxm, J. 
R. Patton, John Cohagcu, Jumes Minan, John 
Hunter, Reuben Johnston, K. L Taylor, Via. 
Veiuii, Anthony Rhodes. 
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- The following narrative of the occupation or 
this town by the enemy, n*d of the circumstances 
fonncctcd with that unfortunate transaction, hav- 
ing heon submitted to council and duly considered 
and examined, the council do unanimously concur 
therein, and it is thereupon ordered, that it be 
published in both of the papers printed in Ibis 
city. 

THOMAS HERBERT, President. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance. 
t!iis7th of September, 1(114. 

Prtrait — Charles Simms Mayor ; Joseph Dean, 
Matthew Robinson, Jonah Thompson, William 
Herbert, Thomas Vowell, Edmund I. Uec. 

The following narrative of the occupation of 
the town of Alexandria by the British squadron, 
was submitted to the committee, who upon ex- 
amining the same, unanimously concur in it. 

CHARLES SIMMS, Chairman. 

Twos. Vowell, Sec'ry. 

A re*pect for the opinions of others, and a due 
regard for the -character of the citizens of A lexan- 
dria, have induced the municipal authorities of 
the town, to exhibit to the public a faithful nar- 
rative of the occupation of Alexandria by the 
British squadron under the command of Captain 
Cordon, together with the causes which led to 
that distressing event. 

To those who are unaeqnaintcd with the situa- 
tion ared condition of Alexandria, in regard to its 
mean* of defence, it will be proper to state, that 
it is situate in the district of Columbia, upon the 
west bank of the river Potomac, about six miles 
below the City of Washington; the depth of 
water admitting large frigates to cotne to the 
very whnr\'es of the town. 

It is totally destitute of fortifications of any 
liind, and its protection against invasion by wa- 
ter, depended entirely upon a fort about six miles 
helow the town, commonly known by the name 
of Fort Warburton, which was exclusively under 
the control of Ihe government of the 'United 
States. 

About the month of July last, it was announ- 
ced that General Winder was appointed to the 
command of the tenth military district of the 
United States, comprehending the district of 
Columbia, and n portion of the adjoining states of 
Virginia and Maryland including the city of 
Baltimore. 

In consequent of reports that the enemy con- 
templated an attack npon the city of Washing- 
ton, the principal authority of Alexandria 
thought it advisable to appoint a committee of 
vigilance for the purpose of procuring informa- 
tion of the Approaches of the enemy, and of ob- 
taining assistance and advice as to the measures 
which it might be proper to^pursue for protection 
and defence. As soon as the committee was ap- 
pointed, thev caused representations to be made 
to General Winder of the defenceless condition 
of the town, and earnestly entented that some 
measures should be taken for its protection. 
General Winder was called on because it had 
been distinctly understood that the secretary Ct 
wnr would receive our communications through 
this channel only. From General Winder, every 
assurance was made that could have t>cen wished, 
that every tiling in his power should be done for 
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the protection of the town. IBs means, however, 
were very inconsiderable— he had no money to 
expend in fortifications or even in the erection of 
batteries ; and unless some defence of this sort 
could be obtained, the town would be exposed to 
the mercy oi' the enemy, if he should approach < y 
water, ami should succeed in passing the fort* 
The committee of vigilance was duly impressed 
with the necessity of providing some adequate 
defence against an attack by water, and some of 
its members, under the authority of theconunittee, 
had repeated interviews with General Winder on 
this subject ; in one of them, the president of the 
United States was present, and he was distinctly 
given to understand, that unless there w as provi- 
ded an adequate defence for the town, it would be- 
at the mercy of the enemy, and would be compell- 
ed to make the best terms in its power. Thc*e 
representations and requests produced no other ef- 
fect than the repetition of the assurance of an 
earnest desire on the part of General Winder to 
afford every assistance in bis power. 

On the 19th of August, a levy en masse, was 
made of the militia of the town and county of 
Alexandria, and on the 20th and 21st they were 
ordered to cross the Potomac, and stationed be- 
tween Piscataway and Fort Warburton. They 
took with them all the artillery which had been 
mounted at the expenee of the corporation, ex- 
cept two twelve pounders, which were left with- 
out ammunition, and nearly all the arms belong- 
ing to the town. They left no men, but the ex- 
empts, from age and others causes, and a few w ho 
had not reported themselves or had found substi- 
tutes, and it is not believed that after their de- 
parture, one hundred effective armed men could 
have been mustered in town. The two iron 
twelve pounders remained until the 25th, when 
Alexandria /being open to the enemy, then in 
full |H>sHe*6ion of Washington, they' were remov- 
ed at some distance from the town by orders re- 
ceived from General Young. 

On the night of the iilh, the Alexandria mili- 
tia were ordered to recrot-s the Potomac ; thev did 
so, and w ere marched through the town without 
baiting, into the country, and without giving in- 
formation to the authorities or inhabitants of the 
place of their destination, and on the evening of 
the $7th, when the fleet approached, the municN 
pal authorities of the town knew not where they 
were. It has since appeared that they were then 
stationed about nineteen miles from town by the 
orders of General Winder. It is here proper to 
state that General Winder on the morning of the 
24th informed the members of the committee of 
vigilance who waited on him, that he could send 
no part of the forces with him to Alexandria, but 
that he had ordered General Young to cross over 
to Alexandria, if practicable, if not, to fall dow n 
the river. Tlie committee of vigilance on receiv- 
ing this information, sent boats over to the Ma- 
ryland shore sufficient iu number to bring over 
the whole of General Yc uug's force at once ; but 
when the boats reached him, he had received or- 
ders from the secretary of war to retain his por- 
tion, as General Young in communication to the 
mayor stated. 

The committee of vigilance, despairing of any 
assistance from the general government, a/id 1m- 
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vmg information of the rapid approach of the ene- 
>*y toward* the capital by land, and that their 
squadron was approaching Alexandria by water, 
deemed it their duty to recommend to tbe com- 
mon council a resolution to the following effect : 
*' That in case the British vessels should pass 
the fori, or their forces approach tbe town by 
land, and there should he no sujfieicnl force on 
our part to oppote them, with any reasonable 
j»rospect of success, they should appoint a commit- 
tee to carry a flag to the officer commanding the 
enemy'* force about to attack the town, and 
to procure the test terms for the safety of per- 
♦ on*, houses and property, in their power." This 
recommendation wan made on the day of the bat- 
tle at Bladeosburgh, and on the same day was 
unanimously adopted by the common council. 

The battle of Blndensburgh having termina- 
ted in the defeat of our troops and General Win- 
der havcing been obliged to retreat from the ca- 
pital towards Montgomery Court House, about 
fifteen miles to the west of it, the city of Wash- 
ington was left in the entire pocse^sion of tbe 
enemy. The citiaen* of Alexandria saw no- 
thing to impede the march of the British to their 
town ; saw nothing to restrain them from com 



the progress of the sqoadron, and on the morn- 
ing of Uie 28th it pasjed tbe ruins of the fort on 
its way to the town ; their barges had sounded a 
considerable distance above. A bout ten o'clock 
of tbe morning of the 28th, after the squadron whs 
above tbe fort, the committee appointed by the 
council to bear the flag to the enemy, tn ease they 
should part the fori, set out upon their mUsion, 
and proceeded to the ship commanded by Captain 
Gordon. 1 hey requested to know what his in- 
tentions were in regard to the town r,f Alexan- 
dria. They were informed by Captain Gordon 
that he would communicate bis terms when be 
came opposite the town. Bat he assured them, 
that in the mean time, if the squadron was not 
roole«ted by the inhabitants, the persons, bouse* 
and furniture of the citieens should not be injur- 
ed. One of the gentlemen who attended the flag 
was the mayor. Upon his return from the squad- 
ron he was informed that a small detachment of 
cavalry from the army of General Hungerford 
had been in town, probably for the purpose of re- 
connoitering the enemy ; that it had remained 
but a short time. Upon inquiry it *as under- 
stood that the army of General Hungerford was 
at that time about (6 miles from Alexandria, on 



rutting the most brutal outrages upon tbe female j its march to that place, having followed tbe Brititb 
portion of the society, having neither arm.* uor (squadron along the shores of tbe Potomac a great 
men to make defence with; the president of the j part of it* nay up. The force of General Hun- 
United States and the heads of the departments gerford was composed of infantry and cavalry. 



were absent, and it was not known where (hey 
were to he found ; no military commander or 
officer of the general government was present to 
direct or advise. 

In this state of things it was considered by the 
common council as their duty to send a dag to 
the British commander at Washington, to know 
what treatment might be expected from him in 
case his troops should approach Alexandria, and 
fhould succeed in obtaining |>ossession of the 
town. Admiral Cock burn, to whom the commu- 
nication was made, assured the very respectable 
gentlemen who bore that flag, that private pro- 
l^rtyof all descriptions should be respected, that 
it was probable that fresh provisions and some 
fiour might be wanted, but that whatever they 
did take should bo paid for. 

While these things were going on in the city 
of Washington, tbe British squadron had been 
gradually ascending the Potomac, and on the 
filth of August, three days after the battle at Bla- 
densburgh, it reached Fort Warburton. JSo 
« hange had taken place in relation to the means 
of the defence of the town of Alexandria. Up- 
on the fort did the safety of Alexandria now en- 
tirely depend. The citizens looked with great 
unxiety to this point for protection. But to 
their great surprise and mortification, and with- 
out the concurrence or wish of the municipal au- 
thority of the town, or of any member of it, tbe 
fort wa» abandoned and the magazine blown up 
by the United States' garrison on the evening of 
the 27th, without firing a single gun. The cor- 
respondence between the secretary of war and 
the commander at the fort, shows' by what au- 
thority be acted. 

This relinquishment of tbe fort decided the 
{ate of Alexandria. Nothing was left to oppose 



with two or three small pieces of artillery, not 
calculated to afford any protection to the town. 

Tbe municipal authority of tbe town had re- 
ceived no advices of the approach of this army ; 
and after the return of the flag, it was too late to 
enter into any arrangements with General Hun- 
gerford for defence, be was too distant to afford 
relief. 

The squadron having suspended its apron ch to 
the town, did not reach it until the evening of thif 
day. On the morning of the next day, to wit, 
'29th of August, it arranged itself along the town, 
so as to command it from one extremity to the 
other. The force consisted of two frigates, to 
wit, the Seahorse, rating 38 guns, and Kuryalu% 
rating 56 guns, two rocket ships, of 18 guns each, 
two bomb ships, of 8 guns each, and a schooner of 
2 guns, which were but a few hundred yards from 
the wharves, and the houses so situated that they 
might have been laid in ashes in a few minutes. 
About ten o'clock in the morning of the 49th 
Captain Gordon sent to the mayor the following 
terms. 

[Here follows Capt. Gordon's letter stating (in 
seven articles) the terms on which Alexandria 
should be preserved. For this letter, see Exami- 
ner No. 16, p. 261. 

Upon the mayor's receiving them he sent for 
the members of the committee of vigilance. These 
terms were borne by one of the officers of Captain 
Gordon's frigatcwho stated, but one hour was al- 
lowed him to wait for a reply to them. Upon their 
being read by the mayor and committee, it was 
observed to the officer, by the mayor and one of 
the committee, that it would be impossible that 
tlte common council could aoeede to several of 
thetu — that the municipal authority of the town 
bud no power lo recall the merchandise that hud 
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Wn sent out subsequent to the 19th of August. 
The reply of the officer wan, in that case it would 
not be expected. He was further informed that 
it could not be in tbe power of the common coun- 
cil to compel the citizens to assist in getting up 
the sunken vessel*. The officer ansWered that 
their sailors would then do it. He was required 
to explain what was intended by the terms of 
merchandize as usual, in the 4th article. He an- 
swered it was intended to embrace that species of 
merchandise only which was intended for ex- 
portation, such as tobacco, flour, cotton, bale 
goods, kc. 

The mayor and one of the committee requested 
to know whether the commodore intended to re- 
quire a delivery of any more of the merchandise 
than he could take away with him. He answered 
it would not be requit ed. This explanation was 
afterwards recognized by Captain Gordon. With 
these verbal explanations the preceding terras 
were submitted to the common council. It will be 
here proper to remark that when these term? were 

£ropose<l and submited to the common conncil, 
rcneral Hungcrford had not arrived with his ar- 
my, nor did it reach the suburbs of the town until 
the night of that day. The town was f till with- 
out any means of defence, and it was evident th«t 
no defonce could avail, but that species of force 
which would be calculated to drive the ships from 
th**ir moorings. No communications had been 
received from tbe officers of the general govern- 
ment, and the town appeared to be abandoned to 
its fate. Under these circumstances the common 
council could have no hesitation as to the course 
to be pursued The citizens of the town, of all 
descriptions, with an immense value of property, 
were entirely in the power of the enemy, whose 
naval commander, according to the proclamation 
of tbe president of the United £tntes, dated on 
the first of September, has declared bis " purpose 
to be to employ the force under his direction, in 
destroying and laying waste such towns and dis- 
tricts upon the coast as may be found assailable." 
A firoilar declaration had been made by Captain 
Gordon to the committee who bore the flag. 
Against the attack of such an enemy was the 
town of Alexandria exposed, without any means 
of defence whatever. The people, of the town were 
at his mercy, and compelled to yield to such 
terms as the " victor 17 might think fit to prescribe. 
If the members of tbe municipal authority and 
citizens of the town had given loose to the feel- 
ings of indignation which the occasion had exci- 
ted, and had sacrificed the town, and exposed 
their wives and daughters to the wanton insults 
of an uurestraincd enemy, they would have be- 
trayed their trust and have deplored the conse- 
quences. 

The common council, therefore, were obliged to 
yield submission to the term* as explained, and 
did thereupon pass and publish the following re- 
solution : 

44 Rcsolred, That the common council of Alex- 
andria, in assenting to the conditions ottered by 
the commander of the British sqondron now off 
the town, has acted from the impulse of irresisti- 
ble necessity, and solelv from a regard to the 
welfare of the town. That it considers the-as- 
sent by it given as only formal, inasmuch as the 



enemy already had it in their power to enforce a 
compliance with their demand by a seizure of the> 
property required from us ; and believing the 
safety of the persons of the inhabitants, of their 
dwellings, ana of such property as is not com- 
prehended within the requisition, to depend 
entirely upon the observance of the tjjrros of 
it, the common council recommends to the in- 
habitants an acquiescence ; at the same time 
It does expressly disclaim the power of doing 
any act on its own part to enforce compliance ; 
its authority In this particular being limited 
to recommendation only." 

In the execution of the terras imposed by 
the enemy, it is proper to state, that the verbal 
explanations made by the officer to the mayor, 
were generally adhered to. No merchandise 
was required to be brought back to the town ; 
no assistance was required of or offered by the 
citizens in getting up the sunken vessels. The 
depredations of the enemy, with a few excep- 
tions, were confined to flour, cotton aud tobac- 
co, which they carried off in some of the ves- 
sels then at the town. Only one vessel was 
burnt ; no private dwelling was visited or en- 
tered in a mde or hostile manner; nor were 
citizens personally exposed to insult. 

The loss sustained from the enemy it is be- 
lieved, will not exceed the following : three 
ships, three brigs, several bay and river craft, 
the number of which has not been ascertain- 
ed; all of which were carried a* ay, and one 
ship burnt. The quantity of flour carried 
away, it Is believed, will not exceed sixteen 
thousand barrels — about one thousand hogs- 
heads of tobacco, one hundred and fifty bales of 
cotton, and of wine, sugar and other articles* 
not more than five thousand dollars worth. 

Washikotok City, September 20. 

This day the president of the United State* 
transmitted to congress, by Mr. Edward 
Cotes, his secretary, the following 

MESSAGE: 

Fellow citizens of the Senate and of Hit 
House of lit}} resent at ices, 

Notwithstanding the early day which bad 
been fixed for your session of the present 
year, I was induced to call you together still 
sooner, as well that any inadequacy in the 
existing provisions for the wants of the trea- 
sury might be supplied, as that no delay 
might happen in providing for the re«\»Itof 
the negotiations on foot with Great-Britain, 
whether it should require arrangements 
adapted to a return of peace, or farther and 
more effective provisions lor prosecuting the 
war. 

That result i« not yet known. If, on one 
hand, the repeal of the orders in council, and 
the general pacification in Europe, which 
withdrew the occasion on which impressments 
from American vessels were practised, sug- 
gest expectations that peace and amity may 
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lw» ro-eslaollihed ; we are compelled, on the 
other hand, hy tlin refusal of Ihe British go- 
ver jinent to accept the offered mediation of 
the emperor of Russia, by the delays in 
giving effect to its own proposal of a direct 
negotiation, and above all, by the principles 
;iud tmHRicr in which the war is now avowed- 
ly carried on. to infer that a spirit of hostility 
is indulged more violent than ever, against 
the rights and prosperity of this country. 

This increased violation is best explained by 
the two important circumstances, that the 
great contest of Knrope, for an equilibrium 
guarantying all its state-* arain*t the. ambi- 
tion of any, has been closed wu.fiut any check 
on the overbearing power oiVreat-Hriiaiu on 
the ocean ; and that it has fell in her har.ds 
disjH>sablc armaments, with which, forgetting 
the difficulties of a remote wa. against a free 
people; and yielding to the intoxication of 
success, with the example of a great victim to 
it before ber eyes, she cherishes hopes of still 
further aggrandising a power already formida- 
ble in its abuses to the trauq ii!lity of the ci- 
vilize;] and c.utntcrckl v.orld. 

But whatever may have inspired the en-my 
with these more violent purposes, the public 
councils of a nation, more able to maintain 
than it was to acquire its independence, and 
with a devotion to it rendered more ardent by 
the experience of its blessings can never de- 
liberate but on the means most effectual for 
defeating the extravagant views of unwarrant- 
able passions, with which alone the war can 
now be pursued against us. 

In the event of the present campaign, the 
«nctny, with his augmented mo;urs, and wan- 
ton use of them, has little ground for exulta- 
tion, unless he can feel it in the kucccy of his 
recent enterprise against this mstrupotfs and 
the neighbouring town id' Alexandria; from 
both of which his retreat* were as precipitate, 
as his attempt were bold and fortunate. In 
his other incursions on our Atlantic frontier, 
his progress, often checked and chastised, by 
the martial spirit of the neighbouring citi/.eus 
has had more effect in distressing individuals, 
and in dishonouring his arms, than in promo- 
ting any object of legitimate warfare. And in 
the instance* mentioned, however deeply to be 
regretted ononrpart, he will find, in his tran- 
sient success, which iirterrupted tor a moment 
only the ordinary public lHisin<^s at the scat of 
govci/imcnt, no compensation for the loss of 
character with the world, hy his violation of 
private property, and by his destruction of 
public edifices, protected as mom? meats of the 
arts by the laws of civilized warfare. 

On our side we can appeal to a series of 
achievments, which have given new lustre to 
the American arms. Besides the brilliant in- 
cidents in the minor operations of the cam- 
paign, the splendid victories gained on the 
Canadian side of the Niagara, by the Ameri- 
can forces under iMajor General Brown, and 



Brigadiers Scott and Gainei, bare gained for 
these heroes, and their emulating companions, 
the most unfading laurels ; and having trium- 
phantly tevfrd the progressive discipline of the 
Americ an soldiery, have taught the enemy that 
the longer he protracts his hostile efforts, the 
more ccrtaiu and decisive will be bis fcnal dis- 
comfiture. 

On our southern border victory has continue 
ed also to follow the American standard. 
The (told and skilful operations of Major Ge- 
neral Jackson, conducting troops drawu front 
the militia of the states feast distant, particu- 
larly of Tennesee, hare subdued the principal 
tribes of hostile savages, and by establishing 
a peace with them, preceded by recent and 
exemplary chastisement, has best guarded 
against the mischief of their co-operation 
with the British enterprises which may be 
planned r.gainst that quarter of our country. 
Impirtatu tribes of Indians on our northwest- 
ern frontier have also acceded to stipulations 
which bind them to the interest of the Tn'ited 
States, and tocou-ider our enemy as theirs also. 

In the recent attempt of the enemy ou the 
city of J**Uiaj©re, by militia and volunteers, 
d\\l\iu l;y a fcmaii L jdy of regulars and seamen, 
he w;ts received » itli a vjsnt which produced & 
rapid r^tr at to hi* ships, whilst a concurrent 
attack by k lar«;e fleet was successfully resisted 
by the steady and well directed lire of thtt 
fort ami lotteries opposed to it. 

In another recent attack by a powerful 
force on our troops at Plattsbur«h, of which re- 
gulars made a part only, and the enemy, after 
a perseverance for many hours, was finally 
compelled to seek safety in a ha^ty rctreit* 
with our gallant bands pressing upon him. 

On the lakes, so much contested throughout 
the war, the great exertions for the command 
.Utide on our part have been well repaid. Ou 
laike Ontario, our squadron is now, aud has 
been for some time, iu condition to confine 
that of the enemy to his own port ; ami to 
favour tire operations of our laud forces on 
that frmilier. 

A part of the squadron on Lake Erie haa 
been extended to Lake Huron, and has produ- 
ced the advantage of displaying our command 
on that lake also". Oue object of the expedi- 
tion was the reduction of Makkinaw, winch 
failed with the loss of a few brave men, autong 
whom wa> an officer justly distinguished lor 
his gallant exploits. The expedition, ably con- 
ducted by both the laud and uaval command- 
ers, was otherwise highly valuable in its effects. 

On Lake Champlain, where our superiority 
had for some time been undisputed, the Bri- 
tish sq'tadroa lately came into action, with the 
American, commanded by Captain M'Do- 
nou^h. It issued iu the capture of the whole 
or the enemy's ships. The best praise for 
this officer and his intrepid comrades is in the 
likeness of his triumph to the illustrious vic- 
tory, which iwtuoiLalized another officer, and 
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established at a critical moment, our command dollars, and left in the treasury, on the first 
of another lakt*. day of July, war lire millions oi* dollars. Tho 

On the ocean the pride of our naval arms demands during the remainder of the present 
has l)een amply supported. A second frigate] year already authorized hy congress, and the 



has Indeed fallen into the hands of the enemy, 
but the loss is hidden in the blaze of heroism 
with which she wasdefended. Captain Porter, 
who commanded her, and whose previous ca- 
reer had been distinguished by darin; enter- 
prise, and by fertility of genius, maintained a 



expenses incident to an extension of tho ope- 
rations of the war, will render it necessary 
Uiat large sums should be provided to* meet 
them.. 

From this view of the national affairs, con- 
gress wiil be urged to take up, without delay, 



sanguinary contest against two ships, one oil as well the suhjoct of pecuniary supplies, as 
them superior to his owu, aud under other se- that of mi'ifary force, and a scale commen- 
vere disadvantages, till huniauity tore down surate witii tlk? extent and character which 
the colours which valour had nailed to the the war has assumed. It is not to be disguised. 



mast. This officer, aud his brave comrades, 
have added much to the rising glory of tl»e 



that the situation of our country calls for it* 
greatest efforts. Our enemy is powerful iti 



American flag, and have merited all the eh'u- j men and mouey ; on tho land and on the wa- 
sions of gratitude which their country is ever ter. Availing himself of fortuitous advanta- 
ready to bestow on the champions of "its rights! ges, he i* aiming, witii his undivided force, a 
and of its safety. | deadly blow at our growing prosperity, per- 



Two smaller vessels of war have al«o boeomp 
prizes to the enemy .but by a superiority of force 
which sufficiently vindicates the reputation of 
their commanders; whilst two others, one 
commanded by Captain Warrington, the other 
by Captain Blakely, have captured B4ti*h 



haps at our national existence, ile ha* avow- 
ed his pur | io.se of trampling on the wages of 
civilize 1 warfare, and given earnests of it, in 
the plunder and wanton destruction of private 
property. In his pride of maritime dominion, 
and in his thirst of commercial monopoly, ho 



«hips of the same class, with a gallantry and strikes with peculiar animosity at the pro- 



good conduct which entitles them and their 
companion^, to a just share in the praise of 
their country. 

In spitte of the naval force of the enemy ac- 
cumulated on our coasts, our private cm hers 
also have not ceased to annoy his commerce, 
and to bring their prizes into our ports : con- 
tributing thus, with other proof*, to demon- 
strate the incompetency and illegality of a 
blockade, the proclamation of which is made 
the pretext for vexing aud discouraging the 



gress of our navigation and of our manufac- 
ture*. His barbarous jxdicy ha* not even spa- 
red those inouum nts of tiie arts and models of 
taste, with which our country had enriched 
aud emb dlidied its infant metropolis. l'Voui 
such an adversary, hostility in its greatest 
force ami in its worst forms, may be looked 
lor. The American people will face it with 
the undaunted spirit which in their revolu- 
tionary struggle defeated his unrighteous pro- 
jects, [lis threats and his barbarities, instead 



commerce of neutral powers with the United of dismay, will kindle in every l-osom an in- 
states, [donation not to In; extinguished but in the 
To meet the extended and diversified war- disaster and expulsion of such cruel invaders. 



fare adopted hy the enemy, great bodies of 
militia have been taken into service for the 
public defence, and great expenses incurred 



In providing the means necev-ary, the nation- 
al legislature will not distrust the heroic and 
enlightened patriotism of its constituents. 



That the defence every where may be both They will cheerfully and proudly bear every 



more convenient and more economical, con 
gross will see the necessity of immediate mea- 
sures for filling the ranks of the regular army: 
and of enlarging the provision for special 
corps, mounted and unmounted, to be enga- 
ged for longer periods of service than are due 
from the militia, (earnestly renew, at the same 
time, a recommendation of such changes m 
the system of militia, as by classing and dis- 
ciplining for the most prompt and active ser- 
vice the portions most capable of it, will give 
to that great resource for tho public safety, 
all tho requisite energy and efficiency. 
The coneys received into the treasury du 



burden of every kind, which the safety and 
honour of I he nation demand. We have seen 
them every where paying their taxes, direct 
and indirect, with the greatest promptness 
and alacrity. We see them rushing with on- 
thusia-m to the scenes where danger aud duty 
call, in offering their blood, they give tho 
surest pledge that no other tribute will ba 
withheld. 

having Ibreborne to declare war, until b> 
other aggressions had been added the capture 
of nearly a thousand American vessels, and 
the impressment of thousands of American 
"cafaring citizens : aud until a final declara- 



ring the nine months euding on the 13th day i t ion had been made by tho government of 
of June last, amounting to thirty two millions! Creat-Uritain. that her ho>ti!e orders against 
of dollars; of which eleven mi I i ions were thc]o:ir commerce would not be revoked, but on 
proceeds of the public revenue, and there- conditions as impossible as unjust; whilst it 
mainder derived from loans. The disburse- 
ments for public expenditures during the 
samo period, exceeded thirty-four millions el 



known that these orders would not other- 
wise cease, but with a war which lasted neat- 
ly twen'y years, and which, according to ap- 
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pt-arances at that time, might last as many 

more; haviug manifested on every occasion, 
7L\ui in every proper mode, a sincere desire to 
arrest the effusion of blood, and meet our ene- 
my on the ground of justice and reconciliation, 
our beloved country in still opposing to his 
persevering hostility all its energies, with an 
undiminished disposition towards peace and 
friendship on honourable terms, must carry 



public. What ! the administration to act 
as it does, and nobody to call it to ac- 
count ! An Irishman just arrived newly 
in the month of December mi thi? country, 
" because it was a land of liberty ," happen- 
ed to be attacked in the road by a furious 
mastiff. He stooped to take up a stone he 



with it the good wishes of the impartial world, i . , , . , c « 4 | «» t ,1 

and the best hopes from the support of an **w, to defend himself with it. But the 

atone was frozen fast. " By my soul 



omnipotent and kind Providence. 

JAMES MADISON. 
ff askington, September iiUfA, 18J4. 

Committee of Defenrr Chnmher, Sept. 21*/, 1814. 

CIKCtJLAK. 
To the Editor of the Examiner. 

Sir— While the committee of defence have 
been devoted to the adoption of measures for 
the defence and security of the city, against 
the hostile attempts of the enemy with which 
it is threatened, it has afforded them, infiuite 
satisfaction to find so /.ealous and so unanimous 
a co-operation pervading all description of 
citizens. It is however with regret tbey ob- 



(says Pat) now is not this a swate land of 
liberty, where the doga arc let loose, and 
the stones are tied fast l" While such men 
as Mr. Madison are let loose upon the 
community, 1 for one, will uot consent to l» 
tied fRst. Mr. Madison, and all those who 
are determined to stick by him, any how, 
right or wrong, would no doubt be very 
well pleased, if he and his instruments 
were, to be permitted to go on umlisturb- 
servc occasional publications in some of the ^ fa ^ e work of public ruin " Keep' 



public papers, rather calculated to disturb the 
tranquillity which so happily prevails. The 
erisis seem* to deinaud that party questions 
should not be agitated at present. They there* 
fore presume to recommend an entire suppres- 
sion of party discussions in all future publica- 
tions, at least, so long as the combined exer- 
tions of all are necessary to the defcuce and 
security of the city. 

N 1CHOLAS FISH, Chairman. 

I was so much surprised at the con- 
tents of this queer " circular," that I took 
occasion to inquire how the committee of 
defence came to issue it ; and I have 
learned that where the word " discussions" 
now appears, was originally written "as- 
perities.' 1 '' But at the instance of Alder- 
man StnUh, of the fifth ward, " discus- 
sions" was substituted, I can readily for- 
«iv e the zood nature, which was thus 
taken advantage of, but no man can jus- 
tify it. As to the aforesaid alderman, 1 
give him great credit for bis ingenuity in 
giving the circular this turn ; because the 



tltis side up? is all their study, anxiety and 
patriotism. By the bye, this clumsy at- 
tempt to muzzle the press, reminds me of 
another pleasant story of another un- 
lucky emigrant from the " Emerald Isle" 
It was in court, the thing happened. He 
had been brought up for sentence. " You 
may remember you were heretofore in- 
dicted, <£c. And ujion your arraignment 
you plead not guilty ; and upon beiug 
asked whether you would be tried by God 
or your country, you choose to be tried by 
your country ; which country nave found 
you guilty. What have you now to say* 
why sentence should uot be passed upon 
you ? " Poor Pat stood his ground like a 
man ; and when the clerk had finished, 
addressed himself to the court — " Plase 
your honour ! (says Pat) there has been 
so much said t one way and another, about 
this ugly matter, already, that I think we 



alderman, and with him every one of had better leave it where if is, and drop 
those full blooded party men, who are de- it altogether." When Mr. Madison can 
termined to support Mr. Madison, fit or have such a course pursued, his purpose 
unfit, would just at this time avoid " dis- will be answered ; the country will be 



cussion," as much as a mad dog would 
water; and very good policy it is too for 
them. But it would be horrible for the 



ruined, and he will escape punisliment, 
and pocket his twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, into the bargain. 
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jRI.VTEtl AJfD PI RLPIICD, KVBRV RATCRDAV, \ 

BY BARENT GARDEN IER, 
34 rBOAB-sTrtKirr, 

AT FIVE DOLLARS PKR ANNUM. 

TnB ?resii>ent'h mbhraok. By the 
toonstitution of the United States, it is or- 
dained, that " the ptesident shall from time 
to time, girt to congress information of the 
state of the t/mon, and recommend to their 
rvnsitL ration stick inctVnires, as he shall 
judge mcessary and expedient" A*t. it. 
Sect. 3. In more familiar phraseology, 
be " shaei " make congress acquainted 
with the exact condition of the nation's 
affairs; and, having done so, shall recom- 
mend to them such measures as he thinks 
they ought to pursue, in relation thereto. 
How well, how wisely* bow faithfully this 
Only has been performed in the presi- 
dent's message, it is proposed now to ex- 
amine. The examination may be tedi- 
ous; but this man's presidency, and the 
sufferings of the country, are so intimate- 
ly, so inseparably connected, as to render 
|t a sacred duty to expose all his errors, 
If it were possible. 

The message begins by informing con- 
fess, that they were called together 'bus 
c«ir!y, for two reasons. 

First. « As well that am/ inadequacy 
iit the dieting pro-:i*ions for the wanfs of 
the treasury might be supplied," as. 

Secondly. ** That no delay mi^ht hap- 
pen in providing for the result of the ne- 
gotiations on foot with Great-Britain, 
whether it should require arrangements 
adapted to a return of pence, or further 
and more effective provisions for prose- 
cuting the war." 

These then are the " high and weighty 
matters," which, in the language of the 
last proclamation but one. induced him to 



convene the congress; aud being so, it 
seemed almost inevitable that he should . 
give them an accurate account of the con- 
dition of our financial concerns. The 
" wants of (he treasunf* had been one of 
the causes of this early call of congress ; 
and some history, concise, if it had pleaz- 
ed him so to make it, but some history of tbe 
a flairs, some description of the condition 
of " the treasury ;" its most prominent 
" wants,*' and the causes of (hem, and thu 
remedy for them, it was certainly not 
unreasonable to expect — for it is hb 
** duty" to " inform" aud ** rccmnmtiuir 
In time of war, the finances are of pri- 
mary concern. They have been called 
emphatically, " the sments of war" The 
president proceeds upon this doctrine; 
declares that he had called congress to- 
gether (early as the day fixed by law was,) 
" still sooner" on account of the " wants 
of Hie treasury." Of course these " wants ' 
were extraordinary, because, the call to 
provide for them was so. If to give a 
clear view of the condition of the treasury, 
to those who are entrusted with the purse 
strings of the nation, be, iu ordinary times, 
a duty, bow imperiously so is it, in our 
present awfnl condition. And, if i>Ir, 
President, bad been merely consistent 
with himseir, a foible, by the bye, which 
he very seldom gives into, bow indispen- 
sable wo8 it to do so when he had con- 
vened congress for the purpose of acting 
upon this identical matter, which so en- 
tirely forbade delay, as to render their 
convening thus early, necessarj'. 

Mr. President, however, instead of 
proceeding plainly and intelligibly in 
this work, Ieave3 us in doubt, whether th 
treasury has any wants at all. An old 
fashioned plain dealing honest man would 
have ??\<J> <: I w induced t« c-afl you 
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together still sooner, hectiusc of the inade- to give to congress, has given, apta a 



quacy et the existing provisions." — No; 
he would not buve expressed himself in 
this round about and conftieed jargon — he 
would have said, " l»ecause the taxes 
heretofore laid have been found insuffi- 
cient, and, because fifteen million of the 
loan of 26,000 authorized at your last ses- 
sion, has not been taken up. M He would 
then have stated, that the hanks had 
been com pelted to discontinue payments 
in specie, by which means, had been pro- 
duced a destruction of private credit, ami 
an alarming deminution of the circulating 
medium. That in this awful condition of 
public and private credit, the greatest 
wisdom and firmness of the public bodies 
was required. And then, taking upon 
himself, not merely \responsibilily, but 
performing his sworn constitutional duty, 
he would have proceeded to " recommend 
to their consideration, such measures as he 
judged necessary and expedient" to restore 
the public credit, and to reinvigorate the 
finances. Mr. Madison's pen, is uot so 
clumsy, but that heeould have expressed 
these plain facts, plainly enough. He did 
not lack perspicuity, when he told Mr. 
John Randolph " Fiance wants money, 
and must have it" 

Instead of pursuing the plain matter of 
fact in the course above pointed out; in- 
etead of giving a little information, when 
there was so much to be given, and that 
of so awful a character, what has Mr. 
President done? he has not even informed 
congress that the treasury did want mo- 
ney. " J was induced to call you together, 
thai any inadequacy in the existing provi- 
sions for the wants of the treasttry, might be 
supplied." If toi% gentlemen, should find 
any inadequacy, it is well and good; 1 
have none to tell you of; and, if finding 
any, you should know how to supply it, 
it is still better: for my part, I wash my 
hands of it. Such is the information, such 
the recommendation which a president — j 



SU 



bject of vital interest, the particulars 
nevertheless ** familiar as his garter,'* 
to him. 

Having adverted in the way he chose 
to adopt, to the wants of the treasury, it 
was as natural, as U was required by the 
rules both of good reasoning and good 
writing, to dispose of that topic, and all 
its incidents, first. But instead of that, 
Mr. President, most unceremoniously 
abandons the first bead of his discourse* 
and takes up the last. The reason is ob- 
vious enough. He hates to talk of the 
monry concerns of the country, as de- 
cidedly as a dog in the hydropliobia hates 
the sight of water — and well he may. 
The man whose system (if system it may 
be called,) of government has ruined 
almost all the men who formerly had 
money, and whose plan of finance has 
prostrated the national credit ; well may 
that guilty man writhe in convulsions, 
when he touches the chord on which 
hang all our sorrows." 

After wandering away and about, after 
capering through fifteen paragraphs, and 
telling concress twenty thousand things, 
of no sort of conscquenee, as we shall see 
in due time, to be told to them, or any 
body else, he returns, for return he must, 
to this same subject of money, in the 
seventeenth paragraph; and a precious 
paragraph it is: 

" The moneys received inf o the treasu 
ry during the nine months ending on 
the thirteenth day of June last, amounted 
to thirty-two millions of dollars, of which 
near eleven millions were the proceeds of 
the public revenue, and the remainder de- 
rived from loans. The disbursements for 
public expenditures during the same pe- 
riod exceeded thirty-four millions of dol- 
lars, and left in the treasury, on the first 
day of July, near five millions of dollars. 
The demands during the remainder of the 
present year, already authorized by con- 
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extension of the operations of the war, 
will render it necessary that large sums 
should be provided to meet them.** 

Have you perused it, reader ? then to 
gratify me, who labour so much to gratify 
you, peruse it again. Thank you, sir. 
And is not this " information?* joyful in- 
formation? before we read Mminforntalion, 
we thought there was an " inadequacy" in 
the treasury. But, Lord, there is no such 
thing. 

On the first of July, there remained 
in the treasury, near five millions of dol- 
lars! then congress will not have to 
provide for w any inadequacy T for n% 
is the circumstance of this balance re- 
maining in the treasury, mentioned, to 
what end — but to show that our fiscal 
concerns are in a prosperous way? what 
cau it signify, to tell us what was in the 
treasury on the first of July, if there be 
nothing in it now? 

Mr. President having shown how much 
money he had in hand oner, proceeds to 
inform congress, in the very next sen- 
tence, that " the demands during the re- 
mainder of the year will render it ne- 
cessary that large sums should be pro- 
vided to meet them." Logically, it is a 
strange, a most " lame and impotent con- 
clusion. 1 * In July I had five millions of 
dollars, and therefore in September, the 
demands for the remainder of the year 
will render large sums necessary ! Now, 
it will strike every fair and honest man 
that Mr. President would have told a much 
plainer and straighter story, if instead 
of boasting about treasures already and 
entirely exhausted, he had said, there have 
been paid into the treasury so many mil- 
lions; there has been paid out of it all we 
hud ; and a great deal more is wanted to 
carry on our operations, not only during 
the year, but during the war. But the 
want of logic is not the worst feature here. 
The equivocal turn of expression adopted, 
would lead most readers to suppose that 
every expense had been paid off, that was 



incurred before July last. And yet, al- 
though he seems to say that, in fact he 
does ntot say it; although he produces the 
impression, the wizard only "pollers with 
us in a double sense." The " demands" du- 
ring the remainder of the year,*' are a 
very different thing from the expenses du- 
ring the remainder of it* The truth is, 
that in July, and long before, there were 
demands against government for millions 
and million* of dollars, not only unpaid, 
!>ut the very accounts, according to Ge- 
neral Armstrong, " unlookcd at" These 
things arc pitiful ; they would disgrace the 
meanest accountant. But when the chief 
magistrate can stoop to an artifice so con- 
temptible, cau employ his talents in 
weaving so thin a veil as this, in the hope 
to cover the nakedness of the treasury 
with it ; when in deception and quibbling 
and equivocation consist the financial 
ability of an executive, that must either 
carry us through the tempests of war, or 
leave us to sink under them, how can his 
subjects hope for ultimate security and re- 
pose ? It is no wonder, that under such 
management, our pecuniary affairs dare 
not be spoken of and described truly and 
plainly as they are. And most clearly, 
they are not described as they are. In- 
deed they are not described at all. Does 
this message enable congress to under- 
stand the state of the treasury a whit bet- 
ter than if the paragraph, last quoted, had 
been entirely omitted ? How much there 
was in it, in July, is made out accurately 
enough. But to prove that large sums are 
now necessary, no data whatever are 
given. Congress have nothing but the 
president's mere say so. The assertion of 
the necessity is made, but no information 
is given to prove.it true. How he came by 
the money he had in July, is satisfactorily 
made out, but why lie is entitled to the 
large sums he wants, is not attempted to 
be told. When in the assertion that Mr* 
President " wants money and must have 
it," shall consist the information which 
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to govern congress iu granting supplies, 
the people will have the comfort of shovel- 
ling out (heir dollars, without any of the 
(rouble of knowing why, or wherefore; 
and what is still better, without the vexa- 
tion of knowing what becomes of it. 

Having given his information concern- 
ing our financial affairs, Mr. President 
proceeds : u from this view of the nation- 
al affairs, congress will be urged to take 
up, without delay, as well the subject of 
pecuniary supplies, as that of military 
force, and on a scale commensurate with 
(he extent and the character which the 
war has assumed. It is not to be disguis- 
ed, that the situation of our country calls 
for its greatest efforts." 

And now let us see how, in relation to 
the finances, Mr. President has obeyed the 
constitution a^ll his oath, which enjoin it 
on h i in to giv«- congress information, and 
having done so, to follow it up with recom- 
mendations of proper measures. 

The information is, that on the first day 
of July he had five millions, (hat in Sep- 
tember he wants more, a great deal more, 
• large sums" How much ? that is not 
said : lt large And if congress can 

tell how much large sums is, it is very 
well. He will not endanger his popula- 
rity by telling. 

This very important iirformation, being 
communicated with all due and becoming 
gravity, Mr. President next proceeds to 
enlighten the congress, by recommending 
such measures, as are necessary and expe- 
dienton the occasion. And what are these 
to be ? Something no doubt the reader 
anticipates, which shall restore the trea- 
sury from ils present bankruptcy ; some- 
thing which shall revive the public credit, 
and cause it to flourish in unfading bloom ! 

Let us see, exclaims the reader, the 
process by which this desirable event is 
to be secured. Let us see il, that we may 
praise and bless our most sapient president 
for rescuing us from ruin. Alas, gentle- 
men t your 'dinner is before you. All 



that he recommends to congress, is, u to 

TA. K IP WITHOUT DELAY, THE SUBJECT 
OF PECUNIARY BUpplieS '? 

The information is, that he wants mo- 
ney, " large sums? Congress is to guess 
how much. 

The recommendation is, that they "lake 
itp the subject? but what they are to do 
with it, they must contrive Tor themselves. 
Mr. President has done his duty, thy 
must do Iheire. 

* 

Anecdote. — " I can't understand (said 
a blacksmith the other day) how those 
who are in favour of the tear, can be in 
favour of Madison? Why not 1 said the 
contractor. "• Because, replied the other, 
1 should as soon think of sending you to 
a linker to get your horse shod? 

Another. — " This war has already 
coat so much money, said an old gentle- 
man, who does not very much love to pay 
taxes, I wonder how much it will cost by 
the time it is done T* If a pound of clieesc 
(said a droll Hibernian) cost four pence, 
what will a cart load of turnips come to 
at that rate ? Answer me //lis, and I'll an- 
swer you that. 

What would you advise me to do? 
(said a gentleman to Ins friend :) I have 
had my nose pulled — w hat would you ad- 
vise me to do ? I should advise you to 
have it soap'd, replied his friend. " Al- 
ston, (said John Randolph, one day) I've 
a great mind to cane you ; and I believe 
t will.'* And so Willis Alston was caned. 
But it cost Mr. Randolph twenty dollar?; 
for U»e court fined him in that sum — and 
he was obliged to pay it too, that it might 
be a warning to him not to cane gentle- 
men so unceremoniously again. I should 
not be surprised, if Mr. Hanson, seeing that 
he sinned with his ryes open y should be 
obliged to pay twice as much. " The 
Nose have it," Mr. Alston. 
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Uopy of a Utter from Metj. Gen. Smith, to the 
Secretary of War, doled Ihad-Quartrrs, 

Baltimork, September 19, 1014. 
Sir— In compliance with the promise con- 
tained in my letter of the 1. r »th inst. I have 
now the honour of stating, that the enemy 
landed between 7 and 801)0 men on Honda v, 
the 12th inst. at North Point, fourteen miles 
distant from this town. Anticipating this de- 
barkation, General Strieker had been detach- 
ed on Sunday evening with a portion of his 
brigade on the North Point road. Major 
Randal, of the Baltimore county militia, ha- 
ving under his command a light corps of ri- 
flemen aud musketry, taken from General 
Staftsbnry's brigade, and the Pennsylvania 
volunteers, was detached to the mouth of Bear 
Creek, with orders to co-operate with Gene- 
ral Strieker, and to check any landing which 
the enemy might attempt in that quarter. 
On Monday, Brigadier General Strieker took 
a good position at the two roads leading from 
this place to North Point, having his right 
flanked by Bear Creek, and his left by a marsh. 
He here awaited the approach of the enemy, 
having sent on an advanced corps, under -the 
command of Major Heath, of the 6th regiment. 
This advauce was met by that of the enemy, 
aud alter some shirmishing it returned to the 
line, the main body of Uie enemy being at a 
short distance in the rear of their advance. 
Between two aud three o'clock, the enemy** 
whole force came up and commenced the 
battle by some discharges of rockets, which 
were succeeded hy the cannon from both sides, 
and soon after the action became general 
along the line. General Strieker gallantly 
maintained Lis ground against a great superiori- 
ty of numbers during the space of an hour and 
twenty minutes, when the regiment ou his 
left (the 61st) giving way, he was under the 
necessity of retiring to the ground in his rear, 
where he had stationed one regiment as a re- 
serve. He here Ibrmed his brigade ; but the 
enemy not thinking it advisable to pursue, he 
in compliance with previous arrangements, 
fell back aud took post on the left of my en- 
trenchment?, and a half mile in advance of 
them. In this affair the citizen soldiers of 
Baltimore, with the exception of the 61st re- 
giment, have maintained the reputation they 
so deservedly acquired at Bladensburg, and 
their brave ami skilful leader has coofirmed 
the confidence which we had all so justly pla- 
ced in him. I take the liberty of releritig you 
to his letter for the more particular mention 
of the individuals who, new to warfare, hare 
shown the coolness and valour of veterans ; 
and who, by their conduct on this occasion, 
have given their country and their city an as- 
surance of wliat may be expected from them 
when their services are again required. I 
cannot dismiss the subject without expressing 
the heartfelt satisfaction I experience in thus 
bearing testimony to the courage antf good 
conduct of my fellow townsmen. About the 



time Gen. Strieker had taken the ground just 
mentioned, he was joined by Brig. Gen. Win- 
der, who had been stationed on the west side 
of the city, but was now ordered to march -vith 
Gen. Douglas* brigade of Virginia militia. :md 
the United States' dragoons under Capt. Bird, 
and take post on the left of Gen. Strieker. 
During these movements, the brigades of 
Gens. Stanshury and Foreman, the seamen and 
marines under Com. Rodgcrs, the Pennsylva- 
nia volunteers under Cols. Cobean and Fiud- 
ley, the Baltimore artillery imderCapt. Stiles, 
manned the trenches and the batteries — all 
prepared to receive the enemy. We remain- 
ed in this situation during the night. 

On Tuesday the eaemy appeared in front 
of my entrenchments at the distance of two 
miles, on the Philadelphia road, from whence 
lie had a full view of our position. He ma- 
noeuvred during the morning towards our left, 
as if with the intention of making a circuitous 
inarch and coming down on the Harford or 
York roads. Gens. Winder aud Strieker were 
ordered to adapt their movements to those of 
the enemy so as to baffle this sappoved inten- 
tion. They executed this order with great 
skill and judgment by taking an advantageous 
position, stretching from my left across the 
country, wheq the enemy was likely to ap- 
proach the quarter he seemed to threaten. 
This movement induced the enemy to con- 
centrate Ins forces (between one and two 
o'clock) in my front, pushing his advance to 
wit hiii a mile of us, driving in our videttesand 
showing an intention of attacking us that even- 
ing. 1 immediately drew Gens. Winder and 
Strieker nearer to the left of my entrench- 
ments, and to the right of the enemy\ with the 
intention of Uieir falling on his right or rear 
should he attack me ; or, if be declined it, of 
attacking him in the morning. To this move- 
ment, and to the strength of my defences, 
which the enemy had the fairest opportunity 
of observing, I am induced to attribute his re- 
treat, which was commenced at half past one 
o'clock on Wednesday morning. In this ho 
was so favoured by the extreme darkness and 
a continued rain, that we did not discover it 
until day-light. I consented to Gen. Winder's 
pursuing with the Virginia brigade and the 
Cuited States* dragoons ; at the same time 
Maj. Randal was eespatched with his light 
corps in p.irsuit of the enemy's right, whilst 
the whole of the militia cavalry was put in 
motion for the same object. All the troops 
were, however, so woiu out with continued 
watching, and with being under arms during 
three days and nights, exposed the greater 
part of the time to very inclement weather, 
that it was found impracticable to do any 
thing more than pick up a tew stragglers. 
The enemy euuunenecd his embarkation that 
• veiling, and completed it the next day atone 
o'clock. It would lb; ve been impossible, even 
had our troops been in a condition to act of- 
fensively, to have cut oS any part ei the cue- 

t 
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my's rear guard during tbe embarkation, as 
the point where it was effected was defended 
from our approach by a tine of defences ex- 
tending from Back River to Humphrey's creek 
on the Patapsco, thrown up by ourselves pre- 
vious to their arrival. 

I bare now the pleasure of calling your at- 
tent ion to the brave commander of Fort 
M'Henry, Major Armstead, and to the opera- 
tions confined to that quarter The enemy 
made his approach by water at tbe same time 
that bis army was advancing on the land, and 
commenced a discharge of bombs and rockets 
at the Ibrt as soon as he got within range of it. 
The situation of Major Armstead was pecu- 
liarly trying — tbe enemy having taken a po- 
sition at such a distance as to render offensive 
operations on the part of the fort entirely 
fruitless, whilst their bombs and rockets were 
every moment falling in and about it— the 
officers and men being at the same time en- 
tirely exposed. The vessels, however, bad 
the temerity to approach nearer — they were 
as soon compelled to withdraw. During the 
night, whilst the enemy on land was retreat- 
ing, and whilst tbe bombardment was the 
mo*t severe, two or three rocket vessels and 
Imrges succeeded iu getting up the Kerry 
Branch ; but they were soon compelled to re- 
tire, by the forts in that quarter, commanded 
by Lieutenant Ncwcomh. of the navy, and 
Lieutenant Webster of the flotilla. "These 
forts also destroyed one of the barges with all 
on board. The barges and battery at the 
lazaretto, under the commaud of Lieut. Uut- 
ter, of the flotilla, kept up a brisk, and it is 
believed, a successful lire during the hottest 
period of the bombardment. Major Armstead 
being seriously ill in consequence of bis con- 
tinued exposure to the weather, has rendered 
it impossible for him to send in bis report. 
It is not, therefore, in my power to do justice 
to those gallant individuals, who partook with 
him the danger of a tremendous bombardment, 
without the ability of retorting and without 
that security, which in more regular fortifica- 
tions, is provided for such occasions. Our los6 
iu the fort, is I understand, about 27 killed 
and wounded ; amongst the former I have to 
lament tbe fall of Lieutenants Claggett and 
Cleram. who were both estimable citizen* and 
useful officers. 

From General Strieker's brigade, the re- 
turn of tbe killed and wounded has not yet 
come iu. Is is supposed, however, to amount 
to about ISO; among the former, this city 
lias to regret the loss of its representative in 
the state legislature, James I/owry Donald- 
son. Esq. Adjutant of the 27lh regiment. 
This gentleman will ever be remembered by 
his constituents for his zeal and talents, and 
by his corps for his bravery and military 
knowledge. 

I cannot conclude this report withont in- 
forming vou of the great aid I have derived 



sent and ready to afford bis useful counsel, 
and to render bis important services. His 
presence, with that of his gallant officers and 
seamen, gave confidence to every one. 

Tbe enemy's loss iu his attempt on Balti- 
more, amounts, as near as we can ascertain 
it, to between six and seven hundred killed* 
wounded and missing. General Koss wa* 
certainly killed. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 
sir, your obt. servant. S. SMITH. 

Maj. Gen. Comd. 

Col. James Monroe, 

Acting Secretary 0/ War. 

Copy of a letter from Brig. General Stricter, 
to Maj. General Smith, dated 
Head Quarters, 3n brigadk, 

Baltimore, September 15. 1314. 
Major General S. Smith, 

Sir — 1 have the honour to report to you, 
that, in obedience to your order*, 1 marched 
from Baltimore on Sunday the tlth inst. with 
part of my brigade, as tbe advanced corps of 
the army under your command. My force 
consisted of 550 of the 5th regimeut, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Sterrct ; 620 of the 6tb, 
under Lieutenant Colonel M' Donald ; 600 of 
the 27th, under Lieutenant Colonel Long; 450 
of the 39th under Lieutenant Colonel Fowler ; 
700 of tlie St st under Lieut. Colonel Amey ; 
ISO riflemen under Captain Dyer ; 1441 caval- 
ry under Lieut. Col. Biays, and tbe Union Ar- 
tillery of 7S men, with 6 four pounders, under 
Captain Montgomery, making an aggregate of 
3185 effective men. I moved towards North 
Point by tbe main road and at 8 o'clock P. M. 
reached the meeting house, near the head of 
Bear Creek, seven miles from this city. Here 
the brigade baited, with the exception of 
the cavalry, who were pushed forward toGor- 
such's farm, three miles in advance, and the 
riflemen, who took post near the blacksmith's 
shop, two miles in advance of our encampment. 
At seven o'clock on the morning of the 12th, 
I received information from the advanced v»» 
dcttes that the enemy were debarking troops, 
from and under cover of their gun vesels which 
lay off tho bluff of North Point within tbe 
mouth of Patapsco river. I immediately or- 
dered back my baggage under a strong guard, 
moved forward the Sth and 27th regiments and 
my artillery to the head of liong- log- lane. (*o 
called.) resting the Mh with its right on the 
head oi a branch of Bear Creek, and its left 00 
the main North Point road, while the 27th was 
posted on the opposite side of tbe road in line 
with the Sth, its left extending towards a 
branch of Back River. The artillery I posted 
directly at the head of the lane in the inter- 
val between the 6th and 27th. The 39th oc- 
cupied a ground 300 yards in the rear of the 
27th, and the 51st the same distance in rear 
of tbe Sth, extending each parralled to tbe 



l£om CoMimodore Rodger?. He was ever pre- \ from liuc. Tbe Ctb regiment wa* thrown back 
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to a position a short distance this side of Cook's J pieces of artillery to the left of the 3!>tb : still 
tavern, and half a mile in the rear of the se-| more securely to protect my left flank, Colo- 



■cond line. My orders were, that the 5th and 
27th should receive the enemy, and if neces- 
sary, fall back through the .51st and 39th, and 
form ou the right of the 6th for reserve regi- 
ments. The rifleineu were ordered to the skirts 
of a thick low pine wood beyond the black- 
smith's shop, with a large sedge lie Id in front, 
that as the cavalry were still iu advance, who 
would inform of the enemy's approach, they 
might take advantage of the covering; of the 
wood and annoy his advance. 1 soon learned 
that the euemy's advance party was moving 
rapidly up the main road, and as the cavalry 
continually announced their progress, I flatter- 
ed myself with the hope that the riflem-iii 
would soon proclaim, by a galling lire, their still 
nearer approach. Imagine my chagrin, when 
J perceived the whole rifle corps falling back 
upon my main position, having too credulous- 
ly listened to groundless inlbrmation that the 
enemy were lauding ou Back River to cut them 
off. .My hopes of early annoyance to the ene- 
my being thus frustrated, I threw the rille- 
inen on the right flank of my front line, there- 
by? with the addition of a few cavalry, very 
well securing that flank. My vidcttes soon 
brought information, that the enemy in email 
force was enjoying himself at Gorsuch's farm. 
Insulted at the idea of a small marauding par- 
ty thus daringly piovoking chastisement, se- 
veral of my officers volunteered their corps to 
dislodge it. Captains Leveriug's and Howard's 
companies from the 5th, about 150 in number, 
nnder Major Heath of that regiment ; Captain 
Aisquith's and a few other riflemen, in all 



nel Amey of the 51st was ordered to form his 
regiment at right angles with my line, res ', ng 
his right near the left of the 3'Jth. This r- 
der being badly executed, created for a mo- 
ment some contusion in that quarter, bat was 
soon rectified by the efforts of my aid-d. -camp 
and brigade majors, who corrected the error 
of Colonel Amey, and posted the 51st in its 
ordered position. The enemy's right column 
displayed and advanced upon the 30th and 
27th. The 51st unmindlui of my object to 
use its Are iu protection of my left flank iu 
case an altnnpt should be made to turn it, 
totally forgetful of the honour of the brigade, 
and regardless of its own reputation, deliver- 
ed one random fire and retreated precipitately, 
and iu such confusion, as to render every effort 
oi mine to rally them ineffective. Some dis- 
ordi r was occasioned in the second battalion 
of the 39th, by the flight of the 51st, and a few 
gave way. The fire now became general from 
left to right ; my artillery in the centre pour- 
ed f >rth an inccsseut volley of canister upon 
the enemy's Icit column, who were endeavour- 
ing to gain the cover of a small log house about 
5j yards in front of the 5th ; which, however, 
caution had been taken to fire, so soon as Cap- 
tain Saddler's yagers of the 5th (who were ori- 
ginally posted therein) should be compelled to 
leave it. The enemy's line ad.anced about 
ten minutes before three o'clock, with a se- 
vere fire, which was well returned by the artil- 
lery, the whole 27th, the fifth, except the 
three companies of Captains Levering, How- 
ard, and Saddler, which wlto too much cx- 



ab.Hit 70; one four pounder with 10 men un- hausted by the advanced skirmish of the two 
der Lieutenant Stiles, and the cavalry, were former— ami the ordered retreat of the latter. 



immediately pushed forward to punish the in- 
solence of the enemy's advance, or, if his main 
body appeared, to give evidence of my wi.«h 
tor a general engagement. The latter pur- 
pose was soon aoswered ; this small volunteer 
corps had proceeded scarcely half a mile be- 
fore the maiu body of the enemy showed it- 
self, which was immediately attacked. The 
Inf antry and riflemen maintained a tiro of some 
loss iu killed and wounded, the cavalry and ar- 
tillery owing to the disadvantageous ground, 
not being able to support them. In this skir- 
mish Major Heath's horse was killed under 
him. At half past two o'clock the enemy com- 
menced throwing rockets across my left flanks, 
which seemed harmless, and had no oilier ef- 
fect than to prepare my line for the sound of 
the artillery, which soon commenced by us on 
the enemy's right column then pushing across 
towards my left, and returned by their six 
pounders and a howitzer upon my left and cen- 
tre. The cannonading was brisk for some mi- 
nutes, when J ordered my fire to cease until the 
enemy should get within close range of canis- 
ter. Seeing that my left flank was the main 
object of the enemy, I brought up the 39th in- 



to resume their positions in line; and from 
the first battalion of the 39th, who maintain- 
ed its ground in despite of the disgraceful ex- 
ample set by the intended support on the left. 
The fire was incessant till about 15 minutes 
before 4 o'clock, when finding that my line 
now 1400 strong, was insufficient to withstand 
the superior numbers of the enemy, and my 
left flank being exposed by the desertion of the 
51st, 1 was constrained to order a movement 
baek to the reserve regiment, under Colonel 
M'Donald, which was well posted to receive 
the retired line which mostly rallied well. On 
forming with the fit h, the fatigued state of the 
regiments and corps which had retired, and 
the probability that my right flank might bo 
turned by a quick movement of the enemy in 
that direction, induced inc. after proper ifcli- 
be rat ion, to fall back to Worthington's mill ; 
which I was the more persuaded to, by my de- 
sire to have the 6th regiment (who*? officers 
and meu were eager to share ttic dangers of 
their brother soldiers) perfect and in good or- 
der to receive the enemy on his nearer ap- 
proach to the city. All rciired as I could wish, 
ami were ready to act as circumstances misht 



to line on the left of the 27th and detached two | require. Iu this situation you found the bri- 
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gmle on the morning of the 13th, somewhat 
fatigued, but with increased confidence in our- 
selves, and renewing our preparation for the 
annoyance of the enemy alone, if deemed pro- 
per, or in conjunction with any other force. 

I have thought it due to the merits of my 
brigade, to detail thus fully their whole move- 
ment, and I feel a pride in the belief that the 
stand made on .Monday, in no small degree, 
tended to check the temerity of a for, during 
lo invade a country like ours, and designing 
the destruction of our city, in whose defence 
some of the host blood in the country has al- 
ready been spilt, and for whose safety and pro- 
tection, the citicn soldiers of the 3d brigade, 
are ready to suffer every privation, and meet 
every danger. Should report be true, (and I 
doubt not the fact) that the enemy's command- 
ing officer, Majinr General Host, «;u killed in 
this action, and that the enemy suflered in pro- 
portion to his superior numbers. I shall feel 
Ktill more the valuable consequences of our 
fight. 

The conduct of many of my company officers 
and privates, was such as I calculated on ; that 
of most of mv licld officers also merit*' my |>arti- 
c.ular notice. Maj. R. K. Heath, of the 5th, 
who ted on the advance party to bring on the 
action, behaved as became an officer; the 
facts of his first horse being killed under him 
in the first skrmish, his second being badly 
wounded, and himself receiving a contusion 
on the head, by a musket hall, in the general 
action, are ample proofs of his bravery and 
exposure in discharge of his duty. Lieute- 
nant Colonel Stcrett, aud Major Barry, of the 
5th, gained my highest approbation, and they 
unite with all in praise of Captain Spangler 
and his company of volunteer*, from York, 
Fa. then attached to their command : also, of 
Adjutant Cheston, who is slightly wounded. 
Lieuteuant Colonel Long, of the 27th, and bis 
field and company officers did well ; this 
whole regiment were uustirpassed in bravery, 
resolution and enthusiasm. .My brigade has 
to bewail the lo«s of Adjutant Jaw a I awry 
JJonaldsnn, who let! in tl.p hottest- of the fight, 
bravely discharging the dnti"^ of his commis- 
sion. Lieutenant Colonel Fowler, and Ma- 
jor Steigcr, of the 3ttth. did their duty in every 
respect ; they speak highly of the volunteer 
companies of Captain Qnantril, from Hagcrs- 
town, and Captain Met/gar from Hanover, 
Fa. Captain Unantril is wounded, Captain 
John Montgomery, commanding my artillery, 
gained for himself' and his company lasting 
honour. Captaiu Aisqoifh, and his company 
of riflemen, merit my thanks. Fnsign Wil- 
mot, commanding the company of Fnitod Vo- 
lunteers, of the 5th. and many of his men. dis- 
tinguished themselves. To Brigade Majors 
Calhoun and Frailey, I am uuder great obli- 
gations lor the prompt, and zealous perlor- 
.mance of their duty. To my aid-de camp, 
Major George F. Stevenson, too much praise 
cannot be given, his industry in every arrange- 



ment before the fight, and \n animating thfe 
whole line, was conspicuous ; his zeal and 
courage are of the most ardent kind, the 
sprighlliiiess of his manners in the most try- 
ing scenes had the happiest effect upon all to 
whom he had to communicate my orders; 
and the precision with which lie delivered 
my commands, could be exceeded only by the 
coolness with which he always saw them exe- 
cuted. He was animated, brave, and useful. 
Major William B. Barney, and Adjutant Lem- 
uel 'far lor, of the cavalry, who, having no 
opportunity of distinction in their regiment, 
owing to the grounds, did me great service, 
the (iirmer in aiding Captain Montgomery, 
the latter in conveying my orders through the 
whole. Mr, Robert CtoodSoe Harper deserves 
my thanks. He visited me just before tin? 
ad ion ; accompanied the advanced party, and 
aided me much throughout. The brave sol- 
diers under my command have suffered many 
privations, and I recognize among our killed 
aud wounded, many valuable men; of which 
I will make a report in a few days. 

I have the honour to be, your "obedient ser- 
vant. ^ 

JOHN STR1CKER/"* 
Brig. Gen. Cam. 3d brig**, tf. M. 

GENERAL ORDERS. ' 
JTtaflQiiarlcrs, Plafttburglt, September 11, 1G14. 

The governor general of the Canadas, and 
commander in chief of the British forces in 
North America, having invaded the territories 
of the Cnited States, with theavowed purposo 
of conquering the country as iar as Crown 
Poiut and Ticondemga, there to winter hi* 
forces, with a view to further conquwts, 
brought with him a powerful army and dot ilia. 
An army amounting to fourteen thousand men, 
completely equipped, and accompanied by a 
numerous ti-ain of artillery, and all the engines 
of war— men who had conquered in France, 
Spain, Portugal, the Indias, and in other parts 
of the globe, and led by the most distinguish- 
ed generals of the British army. A flotilla, 
also superior to ours in vessels, men and guns, 
had determined at ouoc to crush us, both by 
land and watpr. 

The governor general, after boasting of 
what be would do. and endeavouring to dis- 
suade the loyal inhabitants of the United 
States from their allegiance, by threats and 
promises as set forth in his proclamation 
and order, fixed his head quarters at the vil- 
lage of Champlain, to organize his* army, and 
to settle the government of his intended coin 
quests. <)u the second day of the month he 
inarched from Champlain, and on the 6lb. ap- 
peared before the village of Flattsburgh with 
li is whole army, and on tlte 11th, the day 
fixed for the general attack, too ilotilla arri- 
ved. 

The enemy's flotilla, at eight in the morning 
passed Cumberland Head, aud at nine cnga- 
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aed onr flotilla at anclwr in tlio bay of the 
town, fully confident of crushiog in an instant 
the whole of onr naval force, hut the gallant 
Com. M*Donough, hi the short space of 2 
l)o:irs, obliged the large vessels to strike their 
colours, whilst the galleys saved themselves 
by [light. This glorious achievment was in 
full view of the several forts, and the Ameri- 
can forces had the satisfaction of witnessing 
the victory. The British army was also so 
posted ou the surrounding heights, that it 
could not but behold the interesting struggle 
for dominion on the lake. At the same hour 
the fleets engaged, the enemy opened his 
batteries on our lints, throwing hundreds of 
shells, balls and rockets and attempted at 
the same lime to cross the Saranac at three 
different point* to assault the works. At the 
upper fort! he was met by the militia and vo- 
lunteers, and after repeated attempts was 
driven back with considerable loss in killed, 
wounded and prisoners. At the bridge, near 
the village, he was repulsed by the piquets 
'"•men under Captain Grosvennr 



and brave riv i 
\ Li 
Ige 

b!oc* houses and the artillery of the forts, 



a?id Lieuts. Hamilton and Riley, and at the 
bridge in town hi was lolled by the guards. 



served by Capts. Brooks, Richards and Smith 
and Lieuts. Monutford, Smith and Cromwell. 
The enemy's fire was returned with effect 
from our lotteries, aud by sun-set we had the 
satisfaction to silence seven batteries which 
he had erected, and to see his column retiring 
to their camp beyond the reach of our guns. 

Thus beaten hy land and water, the gover- 
nor general withdrew his artillery, and raised 
the siege. At 9 at night, he sent "off his heavy 
baggage, and under cover of the darkness re- 
treated with his whole armv, towards Canada, 
leaving his wounded on the field and a vast 
quantity of bread, flour and beef, which he 
b id not time to destroy, besides a quantity of 
bombshell*, shot, flints and ammunition of all 
kinds, which remain at the batteries, and lay 
concealed in the ponds and rivers. As soon 
as bis retreat was discovered, the light troops, 
volunteers and militia, were ordered in pur- 
suit, aud followed as far as Chazy, capturing 
several dragoons and soldier*, besides cover- 
ing the escape oT hundreds of desoslers, who 
Mill continue to he corning in. A violent 
storm aud continual fall of min prevented ti e 
brave volunteers and militia from further pu: - 
suit. 

Thus have the attempts of the invader been 
frustrated by a regular force of only fifteen 
hundred men ; a brave and active bu.lv of mi- 

■ 

litia. of the stale of New-York, under Oene- 
ral Moore, nud volunteers, of tin* res|>oc table 
and patriotic citizens of Vermont, led by Ge- 
neral Strong, and other gentlemen of distinc- 
tion. The whole not exceeding two thousand 
five hundred m.n. 

The British forces being now either oxpull- 
rd or captured, the services of the volunteer* 
and militia may be dispelled with. 



General Macomb cannot, however, permit 
the militia of New- York, and the volunteer* of 
Vermout, to depart without carrying^vith 
them the high sense he entertains for their 
merits. The zeal with which they came for- 
ward in the defence of their country, when the 
signal of danger wa< given by the general, re- 
flects the highest lustre ou their patriotism 
and spirit. Their conduct in the field has 
corresponded with 0"* laudable motives which 
led them into it. They have deserved the 
esteem of their fellow ci' teens and the warm 
approbation of their commanders. Thy have 
exemplified how speedily American citizens 
can be prepared to meet the enemies of their 
country. 

In testifying his sense of the merits of tho 
troops, the general cannot but express his sor- 
row iind regret for the loss of some brave and 
virtuous citizens, and for those who have been 
wounded. The loss no doubt will be keenly 
felt by their friends and countrymen, but at 
the same time will be Iwrne with that forli- 
{ tudc and resignation which become good citi- 
zens and good christians. The affection of 
the general will accompany his brave asso- 
ciates in arms wheresoever they may g.», nor 
| will any thing give more pleasure thanoppor- 
' tunities of testifying to them Individually, by 
actions, as well as words, the high regard he 
cherishes lor them. 

The' general, in the name of the Hinted 
States, thanks the volunteers and the militia, 
for their distinguished services, arid wishes 
them a happy return to their famlies and 
friends. ALEX. MACOMB. 



BY THE GOVERNOR OF TUB STATE OP VERMONT, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas it appears, that the war, in which 
onr country is unfortunately engaged, has as- 
sumed an entirely differ nt character, since il« 
first commencement, it has become almost ex- 
clusively defensive, and is prosecuted by tiie 
enemy with a spirit unexampled, dui -ir.g pend- 
ing negotiations for peace, winch leave, no 
prospect of safety but in a manly ami united 
determination to meet invasion at every point, 
aud expel the invader. 

Ami whereas, notwithstanding the signal and 
glorious naval victory lately achieved by our 
u Ulant ( ommodore M'lloupugh and his brave 
olbeersauil seamen, ovt ra superior !>i i:i-!i na- 
val force, on Lake .Miamplain ; and ;i l.'.e dis- 
comfiture of the enemy's «ho!o land force, 
concentrated at I'laltshtirgh, by (len-ral Ma- 
comb's small b it valiant baud o; regular 
troops, aided and powerfully Mipported by oar 
patriotic, virtuous and brave volunteers who 
flew to meet the uivad-r with an alertness and. 
spirit, unexampled in this or any other coun- 
try, it is made known to mc that tin British 
iarmy is still on tbe frontier of our vi*i'T state, 
collecting and concent r„i or* a powerl'd force, 
; in'.- -attic* ftr'hcr operation* of aggression. 
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And whereas the conflict has become a 
common, and not a party concern, (tie time 
has now arrived when all degrading party dis- 
tinctions and animosities, however we may 
have differed resecting the poliry of declar- 
ing, or the mode of prosecutiug the war, ought 
to be laid aside; that every heart may be sti- 
mulated, and every arm nerved, for the protec- 
tion of our common country, our liberty, our 
altars, and our firesides ; in the defence of 
which we may, with a humble confidence, look 
to Heaven lor assistance and protection. 

Now, therefore, I Martin Chittenden, go- 
vernor and commander in chief in and over 
the state of Vermont, do issue thi* my procla- 
mation, earnestly exhorting all the good people 
of this state, by the love of country, which so 
signally distinguished our fathers, in their glo- 
rious and succcsful struggle tor our indepen- 
dence, to uuite, both In-art and hand, in de- 
fence of our common interest and every thing 
dear to freemen. 

I do enjoin it upon all officers of divisions, 
brigades, and regiments and companies of the 
militia of this state, to exert themselves in 
the execution of their resjwetive duties, in 
placing those under their command in a com- 
plete slate of readiness, and, without further 
order, to march at a moment's warning, to 
meet any invasion which may be attempted, 
and to chastise and expel the invader. 

And 1 would earnestly reccommend it to 
those who, by the lenity of our laws, are exempt 
freni ordinary military duty, where they have 
not already* done it, to organize themselves 
into companies, and equip and stand in readi- 
ness to meet the approaching crisis, reminding 
thein that it is their property, themselves and 
their families that are, in common with others, 
to be protected. 

And more especially, I would reccommend 
it to the selectmen and civil authorities of the 
respective towns, to be vigilant in the execu- 
tion of the duties enjoined on them, in provi- 
ding ammunition, and affording such assist- 
ance to the militia, as their situations may 
require. 

After witnessing the severe and degrading 
terms imposed on many of our fellow citizen* 
on the seaboard, no man, who is mindful of 
of what he owes to his country and to his own 
character, can advocate submission while re- 
sistance is practicable. 

The fate of Alexandria forcibly appeals to 
the proud feelings of every American, to ex- 
ert the augmented force and resources with 
which it has pleased a beneficient Providence 
to bless us, for the defeoce and security of 
that soil and those rights, rendered inestima- 
ble by having been purchased by the blood of 
•ur fathers. 

Given under my band at Jerico. this l!)th day 
of September, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and 
of the independence of the I'niled States 
the thirty-ninth. 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 



From the Boston Repertory. 

ISTEREST1K0 HISTORICAL FRAGMENT*. 

Mr. Editor.— I would not have it under- 
stood, that inciting the following transactions 
from history, I mean to recommend them for 
imitation. I know too well, that Great-Bri- 
tain, though admired and revered by all the 
rest of the world, is esteemed in this country 
as a debased, miserable, wretched nation, 
whose policy is to be shunned, and whose ex- 
ample is to be detested. I only cite thcio 
to show how differently Britain acted in a day 
of distress, from what we shall do. She 
thought that disgrace and ruin were proofs of 
bad counsels and of unskilful or wicked rulers. 
But lu our country, disgrace seems to attach 
us the more to our rulers, aud we rally round 
their standard and make new oath to support 
them as soon as it is perfectly ascertained 
that they are utterly unfit to conduct our na- 
tional affairs. 

In the year 1781, Great-Britain was, by the 
armed neutrality, the capture of Tobago, the 
destruction of Lord Cornwallis's army, the 
riots and disturbances at ho»e, and the suc- 
cesses of Hyder Ally, and the French in the 
East-Indies, brought as near her ruin, as she 
has been at any period of her whole history. 

The virtuous opposition to the American 
war, the peace party, instead, however, of 
crying ont "union, let us drop all party dis- 
tinctions and unite in the common defence," 
thought it a g<»od occasion to demand and ex- 
tort a peace and change of ministry. General 
Conway one of the peace |»arty, moved in 
parliament a resolution, " that the further 
prosecution of the American war for the pur- 
pose of reducing the colonies by force would 
tend dangerously to iucrease the natural en- 
mity between the two countries so fatal to the 
interests of both, and then frustrate, the ear- 
nest desire expressed by his majesty to re- 
store the blessings of public tranquillity." 

This was adopted, and another unanimously 
passed " that parliament would consider as 
tncmies to their country all who should advise 
his majesty to measures tending to frustrate 
the views of his majesty in favour of peace." 

By these spirited measures, the ministry 
was overthrown, the peace ministry introdu- 
ced, aud the nation restored to tranquillity. 

In our country, the maxim seems to be, if 
your rulers bring you to the very gates of de- 
struction, then you must have no appearance of 
division, you must show all confidence in 
those who have been the means of your ruin, 
least as General North intimates, your enemy 
may take you for a divided people. 

If it were not that such is the fashionable 
maxim of the day, I should have supposed the 
British course the most natural and right. 

Because, if your rulers have shown them- 
selves incompetent, you cannot encourage or 
gratify your enemy more than by continuing 
them in power. 

But further, because if your rulers have 
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waged an unreasonable and unhist war whieh 
you have openly disapproved, a change in 
those rulers would give your enemies confi- 
dence in your sincerity and desire to make 
peace. It is impossible that they can ever 
feel this confidence io Mr Madison or his 
council. 

But would yon change your rulers because 
they are disagreeable to the enemy ? Cer- 
tainly not, unless they are disagreeable also 
to us ; but if we have been sincere in our pro- 
fessions of aversion to the war, how wc can 
consistently vote for those who are in favour 
of it. 1 cannot perceive. 

What then would ymi do ? 

I would have the minority in congress try 
as the minority in Britain did, to procure a 
vote declaring that it is inexpedient longer to 
prosecute this war. 

This would be the be«t pledge of your sin- 
cerity in demanding peace, which you could 
give. 

I would have our state legislature request 
the president to remove from his councils all 
the wicked advisers who have plunged this 
nation in a war, and give a pledge to the peo- 
ple of his sincere desire for peace, by ap- 
pointing such able men as are notoriously in 
favour of it, and adding that if by such a 
course of conduct, peace shall be found unat- 
tainable, that this state will acafously co- 
operate in any measures to bring the war to 
an honourable termination. 

Is this too much to expect of federalists ? 
Has our language been a mockery ? If we 
detest the war ought we not to seize the oc- 
casion, as Burke and Fox and Pitt and Bar re 
and Conway did, of national disasters to de- 
mand a serious effort for peace. No such ef- 
fort has been made. 

The most bitter men are appointed to troat 
for peace. If wc adopt the weak maxim that 
became we are in distress and danger we must 
unite and support our rulers, what do we do ? 
We offer a bribe to wicked rulers to bring the 
nation into distress, knowing that this will put 
an end to opposition and unite all men in their 
favour. A most preposterous and stupid 
course of conduct for freemen and patriots! 
Tet such is the course recommended by many. 
Such is the course on which Mr. Madison ori- 
ginally calculated. 

It is of little moment said he what turns 
lip. If we are victorious, the frenzy of joy 
and national vanity will make us popular. If 
we are unsuccessful, the bitterness of disgrace 
and the sentiments of revenge will stimulate 
to union. Fear, hope, joy, rage, all the |>as- 
f ions, and all of them will be exerted in war, 
will be on our side. 

We, the feeble friends of peace, or justice, 
have only to denounce to you the will of God, 
the dictates of conscience. He forbids us to 
pursue this war. But can wc be heard amidst 
the din of arms, the bustle of preparation ? 
Ao, VACIFKJUS. 
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FRIENDS OF PEACE. 

Bcrlinotok County, New-Jersey. 

At a county meeting of the electors of Bur- 
lington County, in the court-house, on the 5tb 
day of September, 181 1, Joseph Earl was ap- 
pointed chairman, and Samuel J. Read, secre- 
tary. 

The meeting proceeded to the nomination 
of candidates tor congress, and county repre- 
sentatives, and officers — whereupon the fol- 
lowing tickets were agreed upon, via. 

For representative* mcongrrss — Jatne s Giles, 
Samuel W. Harrison, James Parker, John Fre- 
lingbuyscn, Jacob S. Thomson, John N. dim- 
ming. 

t or the slate ctntncil — Caleb Earl. 

Assembly — William Pearson, William Trick, 
Charles Ellis, Samuel J. Read. 

For sheriJ)'—S*iiuwl IJaines, of Moore'# 
Town. 

For coroners— Samuel Deacon, Charles J. 
Flushes, Pearson Reading. 

The meeting proceeded to the appointment 
of committees to promote the success of the 
aforesaid nominations, viz. 

In Chester, Edward French, Gilbert Page, 
Samuel Wilkin*, B.m. Hnllingshead, Emanuel 
Begary. Burlington, John Hoskins, Charles 
Kinsey, Joseph Miller, Burr Woolman, Chris- 
tian Lazelere. Mansfield, John Ivins. Joseph 
English, John Harvey, James Bates, William 
Carslake. Chesterfield, Sam. Bunting, Geo. 
Woodward, Edward Field, Anthony Reckless, 
James Norcross. Nottingham, Richard L. 
Beatly, James Hughes, Joseph M. Lawric, 
Amos Hutchinson, Benjamin South. Hano- 
ver, Jonathan Davies, John Branson. John 
Wright, Thomis R. Lacy, Thomas Lowrv. 
Springfield, John S. Smith, Henry Scott, Wil- 
liam Hancock, Samuel M. -on, Jonathan 
Hough. Northampton, John Irick, Joseph 
Karl,' Joseph Burr, Jacob Pricket t, Joseph Bol- 
ton, James Coppuck. Evesham, William 
Stockton, jr. William Roberts, Joshua Foster, 
John Evans, William Eldiidge. Washington, 
Joseph Dor.in, Anthony J. Earl, Jes«e Evans, 
Jesse Richards, Ezra Comly. E?:g-Harbour, 
Samuel Deacon, John Forman, James Willits, 
Ephraiin S. Sawyer, Thomas Osborne. Wil- 
lingboroujrh, B. E. Ridge way, Joseph Watson, 
John Hamill. George S(ockton.Nicho!as Buzby. 
T'ic follnn in-r resolution were tnen adovted : 

1 . That it Ik- earnestly recommended to the 
several commiite.es above 'mentioned, or such 
of them as will act under this appointment, to 
meet, in their township* within three weeks of 
the day of election, and adjourn from time to 
some stated place, and appoint, and associate 
with themselves throughout their respective 
township*, a more numerous commiVee, for 
the purjKiseol preparing for the election day, 
obtaining tickets and destributing the same, 
attending at the polls, and inviting, and assist- 
inq thereto legal voters who approve of these 
nominations, and are desirous to prevent the 
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entire destruction of thrir beloved country by 
the promoter* of this dreadful war. 

2. Resolved, that this meeting have entire 
am/idence in the virtue, patriotism, and va- 
lour of the great body of the people — but that 
all confidence and dependence upon the men in 
administration, and their supporters who have 
so long deluded the country, and at length 
brought upon it shame and destruction, is 
entirely at an end — it being apparent from a 
long course of folly, mischievous measures, 
and plans. of individual and party aggrandize- 
ment, aided by newspaper deceptions, that 
they have imposed upon the people, and sacri- 
ficed the honour and interests of the country, 
lor the purpose of obtaining their own selfish 
ends of ofhee and emolument ; it l>eing also 
non most evident, that unless these tneu, and 
their adherents, are dismissed by the people, 
ajl saicty for the country, and all prosperity 
to the citizens, will be at an end. 

3. Resolved, That this meeting in a particu- 
lar manner, reflect with abhorrence upon this 
war, and all its past and probable evils— inas- 
much as it was a war made to enrich a few, 
and ruin many — to obtain by conquest the pro 
vinces of Canada ; to aid the tyrant of France, 
and to spend American blood and treasure, and 
risk all the mighty blessings we enjoy, on pre- 
tence of sailors' rights, whilst all other rights, 
and citizens were to be lost and ruined. 

4. Resolved, That though we disclaim all 
participation, in the bringing on and declaring 
this war, and reprobate the |*>liey, as well as 
the injustice of turning our arms and embru- 
ing our hands in the blood of the Canadian-, 
in cutler to conquer and incorporate them 
against their will, amen: these states, alrea- 
dy so numerous and almost boundless — yet we 
will never submit to be conquered— but with 
the blessing of Heaven, and under the guidauce 
of other and better rulers, we will ma LUain our 
liberties, and if possible, restore peace and 
prosperity to our country. A great and fine 
country, brought to the verge of ruin by those 
to whom the people had confided its honour and 
safety, and who obtained, and have kept them- 
selves in power, by a deceptive policy, and de- 
lusive promises of economy and high preten- 
sions to more virtue and regard for the peo- 
ple, than the friends and supporters of the prin- 
ciples of Washi.v;; ton. 

The following address n as then agreed upon. 
Fellow citizens, 

This meelinz proposed for your united and 
individual support, the preceding nomina- 
tions. That for congress we have adopted, 
not only because of our own confidence in the 
characters, but berause it comes rrc m mend- 
ed by the convent inn of the friends of peace, 
assembled at Trenton, on the 4th of July last. 
The proceedings and address of that great and 
p-itriotic delegation from every county in the 
state, we likewise recommend to the candid 
i nflections ef our fellow citizens of whatever J citizens, ami has brought fire, sword and the 
pariv. We trust that the friends of peace/ savage upou o.ir ft out ier settlements. 



and their country, will at length unite in what 
only can now preserve us. a manful and coura- 
geous defence against an invading power, and 
in turning or keeping out of office every con- 
triver and promoter of this war, and placing 
the great trusts of government in abler bands. 
In regard to the county, we have pursued 
our ancient and approved practice, where 
meu have ac ted well, to continue them in their 
public stations ; our long tried and respecta- 
ble representative in the legislative council 
(tieneral Beat ty) having declined another nomi- 
nation, necessarily produced the change which 
has been made. 

The election on the HUi and 12th of Octo- 
ber ensuing, is without doubt the most im- 
portant one ever held in this country, and in 
the state. . A senator and six representatives 
in congress, a governor, and other officers de- 
pend up.m its issue. 

A single vote in the senate would have pre- 
vented this war, and all its dreadful evils and 
consequences— on one vote, may dejiend peace. 
A governor and legislature in "this state, who 
shall favour peace, instead of fanning the 
flames of war, may and will produce infinite 
good to the people of New-Jersey. The re- 
peated reprcst?Uations by the nar majorities 
in mir legislature, to the president and con- 
gress, that ire in this state approved of their 
rniuous measures, and were prepared fi>r hosti- 
lities with Fngland, greatly influenced to 
bring war, and all its dreadful calamities, to 
our oucc peaceful and flourishing land. 

We ask you, fellow citizens, each of you, 
'»nrc more to rouse yourselves. Let not the 
right nf suffrage be abandoned, when on your 
votes, perhaps on a single vote, bangs the fate 
of your country ! I!ow can any considerate 
man longer approve, support, or be indifferent 
to the ruinous measures and principles of the 
men in office, or their supporters. Do not di- 
vide, nor remain iuactive; let not a single 
voter in this great country lose his precious, 
and uow all im'iHirtant privileges. Wbo will 
not think it a duty and an honour beyond 
all e!<e, to loud his voice, bis exertions, his 
vote to restore prosperity and promote the 
rause of peace. This now can only be done, 
by committing the government to the friends 
of p' ace and the policy of Washington. — 
Let us no Unger be deceived by professions or 
mini's ; no longer be deterred by false charges 
against our principles and policy ; no longer 
be terrified with menaces and mobs; nor uVve 
heed to the threadbare electioneering stories, 
and tricks of tifhcc- holders, n'ur men, and their 
adliercnts. We must all — one and all — dtlcr- 
mine to do our duty to save our land, by put- 
ting d-iwu the advocates and favourers of bloody 
and disastrous war. Already has it cost us 
more than ten thousand precious lives of brave 
men, in a foolish and wicked contest. It has 
ruined thousands and thousands of our felloiv 
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It is now beginning to rage upon our otrn 
coasts ; and whatever may be vaunted, or 
however the war party may boast or promise, 
(for they wWlnntJaee the danger) two or three 
years war, such as is now begiuniug, wii! re- 
duce our country to a heap of ruins, and all its 
inhabitants to poverty and distress. The 
vf ry first attack has cost us our capital, and 
the destruction of public property to the 
amount of many millions of dollars. How dis- 
graceful upon the men who made this war at 
Washington! The mi! ilia now ordered out, 
and which must be kept out during the war, 
cannot be fewer than one hundred thousand 
men; the cost and loss incalculable": every 
man must fight or pay, and be subject to con- 
tinual requisitions. It Is vain to expect one 
tour or fine will excuse hhn ; already are the 
war governors and officers urging every man 
to the field ; and this not the frolic of a month, 
but it must last during the war, for when one 
term is out another will begin. 

Self defence is at length drawing us all, 
our fathers and sons to this direful conflict — 
the lives of husbandmen, merchants, heads of 
families, the youth and tit hens of America, 
equalised with, and falling under the bayoucts 
of common mercenary soldiers, the outcasts of 
Europe. Those who detest this war and its 
authors, are at length obliged to fight its bat- 
tles or be ruined. They who cried aloud for 
battle and blood, take care to call on others 
to meet the conflict. They are content with 
office, profit ami boasting. 

Fellow citizens, all this has foolishly and 
wickedly been brought npou us by the nun in 
power, and their adherents in this and other 
states — they made the war on England, they 
persevered in it when she offered an armistice; 
all the crime is theirs, and yet they now cry 
out against England, because she is turning 
their own war into a terrible instrument of de- 
struction on us all. 

We say nothing of the loans on loans, taxes 
on taxes, double and increasing prices on the 
articles of life, the decay of business, and the 
multiplied evils produced and producing by 
this war. What benefit is this war to any but 
those who lire on the spoils of tho people ? 
All at length begin to perceive, that a few 
years moro of such burdens must make it in- 
different under what government we breath : 
we shall have nothing but poverty aud mise- 
ry for our portion. The country is mortga- 
ged already for more than two hundred mil- 
lions of NEW DEBT, besides all its losses. 
War falls heavy on all, but heaviest ou the 
poor ! 

Eet us then, before it is too late, join in dis- 
placing from power the authors of so many 
public evils. They have rioted long enough 
on the public purse, and too long deceived tho 
American people. Our only chance for the 
restoration of peace, or preserving it, {if it i* 
restored) lies in putting down by our suffrages, 
♦■very instigator and approver of thii va\ and 



approver of the administration, ft is incre- 
dible they should yet hold np their heads ! 
The qtttstion at our elections will be, not who 
shall defend, and who will not defend their 
con o try '! for we must and will all do that, ex- 
cept the vain boasters who made the war. 
The federal republicans indeed, have hither- 
to, and will, sustain the houour of the country 
Undiminished. They now constitute the de- 
fence of their country. But the question at 
our elections must be, whether this nation can 
longer trust in office men, who both in peace and 
war, disgrace and ruin it ! It is a question 
between men who desire honourable peace, 
ami those who have, declared* and conducted a 
dishonourable and wasteful war ! 

Fellow citizens, we shall again have war 
tickets, and war resolutions, and republican 
meetings, and convention addresses of the war 
men, and office hoblcrs, the old stories of im- 
pressment, free trade, sailors* rights, and all 
the inflammatory topics which have reduced 
us to destruction. We «hall have blustering 
and abuse against England, denunciation? 
against torles, praises upon .Mr. Madison, pa- 
triotic professions, and all the contrivances of 
electioneering: runumrtof honourable peace 
or armistice ; great victories obtained, or al- 
most certain— federal plots will be hatched — 
handbills containing all sorts of cahimuy and 
detraction. And will one man yet, in society, 
be found so lost to experience, aud recollection, 
as to vote for a war tieket, or in opposition to 
a peace ticket, under these false and delusive 
tricks and professions of a falling party ? 
For they or the country must fall. 

Nay, they will pretend that they are for 
peace, and even destest the war, providol we 
but a>ntimic them in the government. This 
meeting cannot for a moment indulge the be- 
lief that the American jieople arc to be fur- 
ther deceived to their entire ruin ; no ; let 
us one and all while we maintain our liberties 
and defend our homes, resolce to remoi* from 
power, every weak and wicked promoter and 
frieud of this war ; let us choose those who 
will restore V peace, if it may be, or at least 
may be //*mu\yf if war goes on, with our lives, 
fortune, and honour. 

Ordered, that these proceedings and address 
be signed by the chairman and secretary, and 
that 1000 copies be printed and published. 

JOSEPH EARL, Chairman. * 
Samuel J. Read, Secretary. 

Copy of a letter from Major General Tironn, t& 
the Secretary of War, dated 

Head Quarters, Fort Eric, Sept 10, 1811. 

Sir — I have the satisfaction to announce to 
you a brilliant achievement yesterday effected 
by the forces under my command. A sortie 
was made upon the enemy's batteries. These 
were carried. We blew up his principal work, 
destroyed his battering pieces, and took four 
hundred prisoners. The enemy resisted our 
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assault with firmness, but suffered greatly.— 
His total loss cannot be lews than eight hun- 
dred men. 

In such a business we conld not but expect 
to lose many valuable lives. They were of- 
fered up a voluntary sacrifice to the safety 
and honour of this army and nation. 

I will forward to you the particulars of this 
splendid affair, with a return of the killed and 
wounded, in the course of a few days. 

Very respecfully your humble servant. 

JACOB BROWN. 
Honourable Secretory of War. 

BATTLE ON L ARE CHAM PLAIN. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Macdonough 
to the Secretary of the Navy % dated 

U. S. ship Saratoga, off Platttburgh, 
Septeaihcr 11. 

Sir — The Almighty has been pleased to 
grant us a signal victory on Lake Champlaiu. 
iu the capture of one frigate, one brig, and 
two sloops of war of the enemy. 

I have Uie honour to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant. 

T. MACDONOT7G H, Com. 
Hon. H illiam Jones, Secretary qf the Navy. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Macdo- 
fiowrh, dated 
U. S. ship Saratoga, Pittsburgh Bay, 
September 13, 181-1. 

Sir — I have the honour to give you the 
particulars of the action which took place 
on the 1 1th inst. on this lake. 

For several days the enemy were on 
their way to Pittsburgh by land and wa- 
ter, it being well understood that an at- 
tack would be made at the same time by 
their land and naval forces, 1 determined 
to wait at anchor the approach of the 
latter. 

At 8 A. M. the look out boat announ- 
ced the approach of the enemy. At nine, 
he anchored in a tine ahead, at about 300 
yards distance from my line ; his ship op- 
posed to the Saratoga, his brig to the Ea- 
gle, Capt Robert Henley, his galleys, 13 
in number, to the schooner, sloop, and a 
division of our galleys; one of his sloops 
assisting their ship and brig, the other as- 
sisting their galleys. Our remaining gal- 
leys with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation the whole force on both 
sides became engaged, the Saratoga suf- 
fering much from the heavy fire of the Con- 
fiance. 1 conld perceive at the same 
time, however, that our fire was very de- 
structive to her. The Ticonderoga, Lt. 
Com. Cassin, gallantly sustained her full 
share of the action. At half past 10 



o'clock the Eagle, sot being able to bring 
her guns to bear, cut her cable and an- 
chored in a more eligible position between 
my ship and the Ticonderoga, where she 
very much annoyed the enemy, but un- 
fortunately leaving ine exposed to a gall' 
ing fire from the enemy's brig. Our guns 
on the starboard side being nearly all dis- 
mounted, or not manageable, a stern an- 
chor was let go, the bower cable cut, and 
the ship winded with a fresh broadside on 
the enemy's ship, which soon after surren- 
dered. Our broadside was then sprung to 
licar on the brig, which surrendered in 
about 15 minutes after. 

The sloop that was opposed to the Ea- 
gle, had struck some time before and 
driaed down the line ; the sloop which was 
with the galleys having struck also. Three 
of their galleys are said to be sunk, the 
others pulled off. Our galleys were about 
obeying with alacrity the signal to follow 
them, when all the vessels were reported 
to me to be in a sinking state ; it then be- 
came necessary to annul the signal to the 
galleys, and order their men to the pumps. 

I could only look at the enemy's gal- 
leys going off in a shattered condition, fof 
there was not a mast in either squadron 
that could stand to make sail on ; the low- 
er rigging being early shot away, hung 
down as though it had just been placed 
over mast heads. 

The Saratoga had 55 round shot in her 
hull; the Confiance, 105. The enemy's 
shot passed principally just over our heads, 
as there were not 20 whole hammocks in 
the nettings at the close of the action, 
which lasted without intermission 2 hours 
and 20 minutes. 

The Saratoga was twice set on fire by 
hot shot from the enemy's ship. 

I have the honour to be, with great re- 
spect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS MACDONOUGH. 

Return of killed and wounded on hoard the Vnir 
ted States' squadron on Lake Champlain, in 
the engagement with the British fUet on Ikt 
Uth of September, 1814. 

Ship Saratoga, 28 killed, 29 wounded ; brig 
Eagle, 13 killed, 20 wounded ; schooner Ti- 
conderoga, 6 killed, 6 wounded ; sloop Preble, 
2 killed ; gun boat Borer, 3 killed, 1 wouad- 
ed ; gunboats Centipede and Wilrner, each 1 
wounded. Total, 52 killed, 58 wounded. 

Gunboats, Nettle, Alleu, Viper, Burrows, 
Ludlow. Ahvyn, Ballard ; none kilkd or 
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SPEECH 

fit HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR TO 
THE LEGISLATURE OK THIS STATE. 

On Tuesday last, at eleven o'clock, his 
excellency the governor met both branches 
of the legislature in the assembly cham- 
ber, and delivered the following speech: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 

and of the As*tmbhf % 

The extreme pressure of public busi- 
ness, and the peculiar emergencies of the 
war in which we areengaged,induccd me to 
call this session of thelegislature. At the 
close of the last session, a confident ex- 
pectation prevailed, that existing hostili- 
ties would soon be terminated by a fair 
and honourable peace. Ci reat- Britain, it 
is true, bad declined the proffered medi- 
ation of the emperor of Russia — yet, as 
far as professions could be relied on, she 
was still disposed to restore amicable re- 
lations between the two countries, upon 
satisfactory and mutual terms. Subse- 
quent events, however, have shown, that 
such hopes were fallacious. Whether 
originally insincere in bis professions, or 
flushed by the recent events in Europe, 
and the vast disposable forces they have 
left at his command, the enemy has cer- 
tainly assumed the tone of arrogance, and 
a spirit of increased hostility, incompati- 
ble with feelings of reconciliation. The 
most palpable delays and evasious have 
been practised to defer a meeting of ne- 
gotiators — while, in the mean time, large 
armaments have been despatched to our 
coast, and powerful armies collected on 
our frontiers, in the presumptuous hojwj of 
overwhelming us it} a single campaign. 
A predatory and wanton warfare, desti- 
tute of all generous principle, and dis- 
graced by pillage and conflagration, has 
been carried on in our bays and rivers; 
ami the enemy has openly avowed his 
intention of laying waste our cities, and 
of making a common ruin of public and 
private property. 

But, beside the general causes of alarm, 
our apprehensions have been more imme- 
diately awakened for our own security, 
and we have been culled upon to exert all 
our forces to protect our own homes from 
desolation. From information received, 
and corroborated by the movements of the 
enemy, there were sufficient grounds of 
belief that one great object of his cam- 
paign was to penetrate, with his northern 
army, by the waters of Lake Champlain 



and the Hudson, and, by a simultaneous 
attack with his maritime force on New- 
York, to form a junction which should 
sever the communications of the states. 
To defeat this arrogant design, to save 
the state from inroad, and our cities from 
destruction, it was necessary, immediate- 
ly, to exercise fuller powers and more 
ample resources than had been placed in 
my hands by the legislature. The exi- 
gency of the time, while it subjected the 
executive to great responsibility, admit- 
ted of no delay : I proceeded, therefore,, 
to make such dispositions as were deemed 
indispensable to secure the exposed points 
against menaced invasion. To effect 
these objects* 1 found it necessary to 
transcend the authority and means vested 
in me by law ; hut 1 feel perfectly satisfied 
that the legislature will approve and 
sanction what 1 have done. In the 
mean time, I have requested this ses- 
sion, for the purpose of devising other 
measures of security and defence, and of 
clothing some public officer with the re- 
quisite powers to carry them into effect. 
A particular detail of the steps which 
have l»een taken, and of those which ap- 
pear to me essential for the future safety 
of our frontiers, will form the subject of a 
special communication. 

When we reflect that the present cam* 
paign was one in which the enemy had 
threatened to visit us in his wrath, and to 
make us feel his power, we cannot but ex- 
ult, that thus far we have sustained the 
shock with firmness, and have even ga- 
thered laurels from the strife. He has, it 
is trae, been able to maraud our seaboard, 
and harass and ruin individuals. He has 
even penetrated to our capital, feebly op- 
posed by a hasty levy of undisciplined 
militia, and has wantonly demolished edi- 
fices and monuments of art, hitherto held 
sacred by all but barbarous warfare. But, 
whenever we have met with him in fair 
and open contest, the result has been sig- 
nally honourable to our arms. A series 
of brilliant actions, which shed lustre 
upon the Niagara army, has entitled its 
distinguished generals, Brown, Scott, 
Porter, Gaines and Ripley, and their 
brave associates, to the, lasting gratitude 
of their country. 

The gallant deeds of Porter, Warring- 
ton, and Blakely, have well sustained the 
splendid character of our navy. At the 
invasion of Baltimore, the foe was 
promptly met, was harassed in his ap- 
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proach, ant! fled back with heavy loss to 
liia fillips. Hut the late glorious triumph 
at Pittsburgh, for grandeur of circum- 
stance, and imjtortHiice of effect, remler 
aM encomium feeble and inadequate. 
This was the blow by which the enemy 
hoped to lay open our northern frontier. 
He advanced with confidence, in the su- 
periority of his land and naval forces, and 
counted on certain v iclory. Alter a severe 
and bloody contest, his whole fleet was 
conquered and captured, in the sight of 
his astonished army. His* land troops 
"were likewise discomfited, and driven to a 
precipitate ami ignominious retreat, before 
a handful of regulars, under Brigadier Ge- 
neral Macomb, and an inconsiderable body 
of the militia and volunteers, of New< 
York ami Vermont, under Generals 
Mo >re and Strong. The conduct of our 
tro ', on that occasion, both in repulsing 
the |K>wcrful assaults of the enemy, and 
in pursu ng and harassing him in hi* re- 
treat, retlects the highest honour on the, 
commanding olficers, and their compa- 
nions in arms. 

The achievements of Commodore Mae- 
clonough, and his intrepid comrades, is 
not surpassed in the record of naval Ida- 
tory. It sheds glory on the nation at 
large ; but its immediate benefits are more 
peculiarly felt by the states of New- York 
and Vermont. Permit me to recommend 
a prompt ami public expression, by the 
constituted authorities of this state, of 
their high sense of the illustrious ser- 
vices of these brave men, who have so 
eminenlly contributed to the safety and 
glory of the nation; and 'the presentation 
of some testimonial of gratitude worthy of 
Sue dignity of the state, and the accept- 
ance of gallant and high minded heroes. 

I have heretofore submitted to the con- 
sideration of the legislature, the propriety 
of relieving the poorer classes of the com- 
muuity, from bearing that unreasonable 
proportion of the burden of militia duty, 
to which they are subjected by the ex- 
isting laws. 1 must be permitted to re- 
new my solicitations upon that subject. 
The experience of this campaign, has 
furnished abundant evidence of the une- 1 
qual operations of the present system, 
and has shown the indispensable necessi- 
ty of substituting property as the* criterion . 
of contribution to the public defence. < 
We may then establish a more disposable, 
better disciplined, and more economical 



> land efficient force, Minn can possibly b# 
i organized from militia at large, hastily as- 
sembled at a moment of hurry and alarm. 

■ The population and resources of this state 
enable us to place at the disposal of the 
nation, for the continuance of the w#y 
ten thousand uniformed troops, and to re- 
serve for local defence, ten thousand mr- 

i nute men, uniformed, equipped ami disc*- 
: plined, to take the field at a moment's 
i warning, as a substitute for ordinary mili- 
: lia. It is, however, due to the militia of 
i this state, to acknowledge, that they have 
repaired to their country's standard, when- 
i ever summoned, with promptness ami ula- 

■ crity; that they have cheerfully endured 
the hardships ami privations of the wrap, 

: and that they have generally conducted 
i themselves in action with the coolness 

nnd bravery of veteran troops. 
: GfiKTLEMEtf, 

It is with heartfelt satisfaction, that I 
witness the unanimity and patriotic spirit 
, that actuates ail classes of the community. 
The acrimony of party has disafmeared 
in the combined exertion for the main- 
tenance of national honour and common 
safety. The present time will form a 
proud era in the history of this state. It 
w ill develope t he vastnessof her resources, 
the strength of her population, the intelli- 
gence and liberality of her legislative 
bodies, and the valour and patriotism of 
her intrinsic character, to set an example 
of open handed munificence tlwt will 
challenge emulation; to impart vigour and 
effect to the national arms; ami fhus to 
secure and perpetuate the independence 
of the United States. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 
Albany, Sept. 27th, 1814. 



The duke of .Marlborough, during his long 
career of military rcnowu, received the thanks 
of parliament but si r time*:, while the duke 
of Wellington has already been awarded that 
honour twelve times. 

The king of Prussia has created Marshal 
Bluchcr a prince, by the title of Prince de 
Wagstadt— - General D'York, Count de War- 
tenbnrg— General Bu)owC«unt de Denncwits; 
and Baron Mardenburg, Prince de Harden- 
burg. 

The British parliament liavc passed a vote 
of thanks, to Sir Thomas Picton, Lieuten- 
ant General Sir William Stewart, Lieutenant 
General Sir Henry Clinton, and Major Gene- 
ral Pringle, for ttrair gallant services it) the 
late war. 
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NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1814. 



An. 21. 



9KINTBD AI»D PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, 

BY B 4 RENT GARDEN 1ER, 

34 CEDAR-STREET, 

AT FIVE DOLLARS PF.R ANNUM. 



From the National Advocate of Monday last. 

Our readers will recollect, that we gave in our 
paper of the 23d nit. a disclosure of the present 
views of the opposition faction in the eastern 
states, extracted from the Connecticut Cournnt. 
They will have seen in that disclosure, that 
«rt- .~ » . I r. omiMjsp to rai*ea Nen*-En- 

pland army, to he commaitu«n% --«. n r ♦ ffn . 
ncrals of the Unitod states military distrirts, country. 

but by a coramaader In chief set over it by .the question with oca DoVttira7opi^n«Vt«.'** 
commissioners delegated from these states, j Nothing willl conciliate them but the po«ses- 
tuid such others a< think proper to accede to j sjoo of power. Nor are they content to nar- 
Ihis northero confederacy — that, with this un- ' take it with us. Hence the forbearance "and 
constitutional army, to be raised under the i| moderation of the majority in the state, and. 



William A. Duer, George Tibbits, Samuel 

Stewart, Peter Jay Monroe, Ocrrit Wendell, 

committee. 

We have expressed our wish; that the aq> 
vice from the committee of defence, of our 
corporation, to the editors of newspapers in 
this city, to " suspend all party diseufsiona 
for the present," might be followed by the 
minority in congress and the state legislature. 
That wish is not likely to be gratified. We 
are destined to witness a repetition of the 
worst acts of that opposition, which, we reas- 
sert, is not to the administration alone, but 
'n «h« government — to the union — to tb«* 
" i onciliaiHjM indeed, "out of 



pretext of expelling the enemy from tkeir ter- 
ritory, tltej\pr»>p<>se to make ami to maintain 
a separate 4eace with him. The following 
rirrular letter has fallen Into our hands, from 
which it will be seen, bow much 'fefhincc is 
to he placed upon the late, patriotic profes- 
sions of the same faction to this state. 

Albany, September «7, 1814. 

Sir — The legislature convened at this place 
yesterday, and commenced their proceedings 
tn'the true jacobinic spirit of proscription. It 
is therefore evident, that conciliation is out of 
the question with our political opponents. 
We understand, that the majority of the two 
houses have several violent and extensive 
projects in contemplation. Uence, it is de- 
sirable, that the federalists, throughout the 
State, should have a perfect understanding 
about the course which the party are to pur- 
sue. To effect this, it Is proposed to have a 
meeting of delegates from the different coun- 
ties, in this city, on the fiaii day of October 
next, to consult and decide on tbatsubjeet. 

Permit us, to request you to confer with 
our friends in your county, and to make ar- 
rangements to send a delegation to the pro- 
posed meeting. 

We are, with great respect, 

Your obedient servants. 

James Eroott, ftenry Livingston, Ab. Van 
Vechten, Theodore Sill, Samuel M. Lock- 
wood, Jacob EL Van Kensselaet, Daniel Hale, 



in the union, is lost upon them. Hence the 
conciliatory language and conduct of the pre- 
sident of the United states aud the governor 
of this state, is thrown away upon men, who 
attributed both to fear, and whose resentment 
is not to be propitiated, but by complete sub- 
mission to their will. 

We conclude, by asking a few questions. 
Js tbiw meeting of <lole«ate«. to be a jacobin 
club to overawe the proceedings of thelegisla- 
ture ? 

Or is to it devise measures to defeat the r r- 
coition of the several " violent and extensive 
projects" which " the majority have in con- 
templation ?" 

Or, « that the federalists throughout she 
state should have a perfect understanding 
about the course which the party are to pur- 
sue" relative to the project of raising a New- 
England army ? 

What is the party which is contradistm* 
gtiishcd from the public authorities of the 
state and nnion ? * % 

Is it the once honourable pnrty of federal- 
ists, whose pridt; ahrf principle* It #as iff 
strengthen the bands of the federal union— to 
support the laws— and to respect the consti- 
tuted authorities ? 

Is it " the party" who would thus sow the 
seeds ef civil war ? 

Or is it " the British patty in America," as 
Mr. Stephen, the author Of nar in dugvue, 
called it in the house of commons? 

The following is the article alluded !:v 

From the Connecticut I'antranL 
The crisis.— In this ho-?r el general cnl> 
nity. the cry of every one is, What em W 
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done to save our country ? We cannot stand 
as we are— tiie states exposed to invasion and 
•tripped of the moans of defence ; our men 
and money sacrificed in weak and wicked at 
tempts at foreign conquest ; our rapital taken ; 
our towns laid under contribution, and the 
whole mboan! threat ned with fire and the 
tword. Is rt a time to expend our strength 
iu unavailing complaints ? But the question 
Is, tVhat ran bo done ? For one f answer : Let 
the New-England state*, and all such others 
a* will join at the approaching sessions of 
their respective legislatures, appoint commis 
sioners to meet immediately for the purpose 
of coucerliug some general plan of defence. 
Each state has a right, and if the Halted 
States do it not, is bound to raise forces suffi- 
cient to defend itself. S»it 
first law of a**itns. Let us prepare to retain 
in our hand* the means which God and nature 
bare given us ; and with them let us defend 
ourselves. Let the states who are not willing 
to become the prey of a foreign enemy, nor 
the victims of traitors at home, raise an army 
and place it under the command of men of ta- 
lents and integrity : not under district gtnrrals. 
With this army, say to Britain, we will not 
invade your territory, and with it we will pu- 
nish every attempt to invade onrs. To the 
traitors who have brought this war upon us. 
With this army we will defend ourselves, and 
with this army we will have an honourrble 
peace. Let Connecticut set the example. 
Our elections are approaching. Freemen, 
unless you are prepared to become slaves, 
choose honest men, nnt covetous, but men of 
nerves sufficient to meet the present crisis. 

CHATHAM. 

REMARKS. 
An anonymous writer, in a Hartford 
newspaper, availing himself of the liberty 
of the press, anil indulge*! in using it, 
ventures to submit to the readers of that 
print, in a production, evidently of the 
moment, his opinion of what ought to be 
done in that condition of our affairs, 
which every one now allows to be alarm- 
ine, and concerning which, every body is 
giving his advice. On this unlucky com- 
munication, Ihe editor of the National 
Advocate, his pounced vith true theatri- 
cal make bslu ve horror; announcing to bit 
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astonished readers, that the c< 
cation in question, is nothing in. re nor 
less than ** a disclosure of lite present vums 
of the opposition faction (meaning thereby, 
the federul party, and tliat not only in 
Hartford aforesaid, but in Connecticut also; 
i ml not in Connecticut, only, but) in all 
ihc eastern slates." 

Before I proceed to comment on thii 
it roc ions outrage upon the feelings and 
•rinciples of the people of New- England, 
I must be permitted to call the reflections 
of men of all parties to the consequences of 
such publications ; I do not complain of 
(his evil now, because it i» «<*i#mi-*-« * *<» 
nnu mname the most base and un- 
just suspicion and hatred of the credulous, 
against the federalists: we are so accus- 
tomed to be misrepresented and belied, 
that we find on the score of persoual feel- 
ings, no dilficulty in regarding such ca- 
lumnies with silence as well as contempt. 
I do not ask for truth and justice to be 
practised towards federalists; the fa- 
vourites and followers of Washington, are 
not to expect tfiese from the party whom 
Washington declared under his own hand, 
to be u the curse of this country" as in 
truth, we have found them: justice to fe- 
deralists is as little to be looked for in this 
country, from Mr. Madison and his mi- 
uions, as favour to christians is to be ex- 
pected from the dey of Algiers and his 
mussel me n pirates, in Africa. But the 
federalists are continually represented in 
the administration prints, as being favour- 
able to England; as plotting perpetually 
to bring about a dissolution of the union. 
Considering how resolutely they have 
every where behaved, when their coun- 
try was really in danger, the reiteration of 
such calumnies, was certainly most base 
and inhuman. But let that pass ; we are 
to expect nothing less. To keep Mr. 
Madison and his retinue in power, it is 
perhaps indispensable that we should be 
calumniated and belled — let it pass. But 
there is one view of this matter, which 0 
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*T real, of 
When pood and wise men are tied out of 
estimation, the evil* are remote. It is 
Ijfce infusing a slow |K>ison into the blood: 
years may elapse before it breaks out. 
Into the American political body, this 
poison was commenced to be infused, by 
Mr. Jefferson and .Mr. Madison, in 1702. 
but it did not fairly break out till 1807, 
when it appeared in the shape of embargo, 
continuing to grow annually worse and 
worse, until in 1312, it broke out all over, 
in the shape of war; an evil, for which 
none of the state quacks, seem now able 
to ttmi a iuuu,w ut that pass too. But 
why are these calumnies so perptMtmiij 
trumnetted by all the democratic editors, 
by all the democratic spoolers ? If they 
were founded in truth, the publication of 
them, which is but the same thing as the 
enemy's knowledge of them, would pro- 
claim our country's weakness. Would a 
prudent commander advertise a besieging 
army of the weak points of bis defences ? 
and would these democratic gentry really 
apprize the enemy of the friends they have 
in this country, if they really believed 
that all the members and all the wealth 
contained in the federal party, were de- 
voted to the enemy? They would eat 
their pens, and their fingers too, sooner 
than they would dare to do it. But they 
know it is not true; and not being true, 
they think they may safely iuvite the 
enemy to come on; for they know that the 
nation's best defence rests, and securelv 
too, upon those very federalists, whom 
they incessantly belie. 

But I beg leave to suggest, that if their 
dupes are misled by these calumnies, here, 
the British cabinet may also, be misled 
by them, in England. And if it is, the 
war must necessarily be protracted as 
long as that delusion shall exist in that 
cabinet. If honest men had ever thought 
that what was, in truth, mere opposition to 
the folly and wickedness of our demo- 
cratic rulers, was attachment to Bri- 



tain, they are certainly undeceived by 
this time. The federalists have proved, 
that although they are opposed to Mr. Ma- 
dison, they are derated to their country. 
They were opposed to this war, because 
it would injure their country. They 
would not engage in it, heretofore, be- 
cause they did not wish to make a bad 
md unnecessary quarrel morse. But now 
their country is attacked: and now they 
come forth to defend their country. There 
has been no period, in which their con- 
duct was not calculated to promote the 
prosperity of their country. But to sum 
up all, gentlemen democratic editor? : are 
a** r.,,iMivi lists really devoted, think you, 
to Great-Britain? Then ,y«u * re traitor* 
to proclaim it. Is the accusation false ?— 
What are you then? 

If ever this paper should chance to fall 
into the hands of any of his majesty'* 
liege subjects, who may have been misled 
either by the spirit, with which federalisti 
have resisted and execrated the ruinous 
measures of our mad rulers: or, who have 
believed the falsehoods and calumnies oC 
the hireling editors of these mad rulers, 
when they declare that the British govern- 
ment has in this country a party whose 
co-operation that government has good 
reason to expect, I beg them to transmit 
this present number of the Examiner to 
his royal highness the prince regent, that 
he may have the plain assurance of a plain 
federal republican, well acquainted with 
the men and principles of that party, that 
it is the summit of princely folly for him 
to expect from tbnt party any aid, co-ope- 
ration or assistance whatsoever in this 
war. And let him send his thousands, 
and tens of thousands, to subdue and plun- 
der us, he will find the followers of Wash- 
ington in 1814, exactly what (hey were 
in 1776; however democratic editors may 
endeavour to persuade him to the contrary. 

And now for the treasonable letter in 
the Courant. 1 shall not at present stop 
to inquire whether the notion* of tn« wri- 
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ter are correct or not. But however that 
may be, it is ce rlainly an instance of moat 
enormou9 injustice, to attribute the error, 
if error it he, of a single individual, ami 
that imfividuar unknown, and irresponsi- 
ble, to a whole- party; and that again, 
without knowing whether thej>arty avow 
it or disavow it. And yet the Advocate has 
not only involved all the people of New- 
England, of whom there are nine tenths 
who never saw, and probably never will 
the publication in question, in the 



iee 



guilt of this anonymous writer, if guilt 
there be in his writing; but what is inn 
nitely worse, he hus boldly imputed the 
gTeat exertions, which *Bft_m-*^»5 **• 
NewJinsU*** K>r the common defence, 
tcTan- intention " to make and to maintain 
a separate peace with the enennj." The 
situation of the people of New-England 
is indeed deplorable ! If tli^y rcHisc to 
volunteer irr projects of foreign invasion, 
they are on the side of the enemy. If 
compelled to raise armies for the purpose 
of resisting invasions, w ith which they 
are perpetually threatened ; whatever ex- 
they incur; whatever patriotism 
valour they disulay, the expulsion of 
the enemy is bnt u a pretext." Heavy ex 
penses are incurred, large armies are rat 
sed, and all for the mere purpose of making 
and maintaining a separate peace with the 
tunny ! Was ever charge more ridicu- 
lous ? Cannot New-England make a 
pence with Britain without an army, and 
whenever she will? Such a peace was 
gi^en to the little island of Nantucket, as 
anon as it was asked for. And could not 
New-England have it, if she should ask 
for it ? Who is so ignorant of the feelings 
under which Great-Britain prosecutes this 
war, as not to know, that New-England 
can have a peace, and upon almost any 
terms she may desire, if it be but a separate 
peace? Who does not know that our 
disunion is tbe first great object of Great 
Britain ? Who does not know that she 
is this part of the continent at 



least two empires, with one or offier.* ©f 
which she may at all times be upon good 
terms, w hether her object lie depredation* 
upon the other or the security of her 
North American possessions from both? 
Why doe? she attack New-England, jnnc* 
cent of all participation in the origin of 
this war, but to drive her to tbe necessity 
of choosing, whether she will prefer sepa- 
ration, peace ant) commerce, to* the bene- 
fits she has derived, and is likely to de- 
rive from the sympathetic kindness and 
fostering friendship of her present aoirthern 
and western sages ? Federalism is not, 
and. has noj iteen^ «*«*rvTmmT"to tacts, in 
this respect, than squint-eyed democracy. 
New-England is not blind to then*. She 
knows neU the choices set before her. 
She has known them well and k**£ But 
how has she chosen, what has she done? 
When has she talked to Britain est a sepa- 
rate peace ? When- has " the enemy" ap- 
peared upon her coasts, that her hardy 
sons Inve not hastened to repel them? 
New-England has indeed complained of 
this unnecessary, unjust, and ruinous war. 
She has complained of being left defence- 
lees by that general government, whose 
duty, whose sworn duly it was, to provide 
for the common security. And now, when 
the danger is imminent, she proceeds to 
raise forces for her protection, simply and 
merely because the general government 
either will not, or cannot do it. Receiv- 
ing no aid from that government, obliged 
lo owe her security to herself, she has re- 
solved that her energies shall not be palsi- 
ed under the stupid mismanagement of the 
cast off generals ©f tbe regnlar army! 
Neither Dearborn, Chandler nor Bloom- 
field, shall be allowed to decree her fait. 
If the general government is determined 
to provide for, and to pamper useless offi- 
cers, the language of New-England is, 
provide soldiers for them yourselves ; and 
if you cannot do that, discharge these 
leeches from a people who are already 
pouring out their life Mood ! Or if yon 
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«rifi needs pamper sloth and imbecility, 
let the means be derived from your own 
<empty coffers, let the disgraces they may 
produce rest upon your own hired soldiers ! 
We will have none of them. What then 
does New-England demand? On what 
does she insist firmly and undeviatingly ? 
This : She sends forth to battle her own 
hardy warriors, her own chosen progeny, 
for the security of her altars and her fire 
sides ; but she resolves that they shall go 
forih under her own •chosen generate. 
Ami doing; so, and so she has a constitu- 
tional right, as well as the right of im- 
perious necessity to do, she feels that slit? 
is s ife; and she is safe, uni^s heaven has 
decreed her-fall ! What is there in this, 
th*t is factious ? What that is unwise ? 
W r hat that is unnecessary ? Ami yet ottr 
understandings are insulted, and their ho- 
nour and patriotism outraged, by chargr3, 
that these wise and even indispensable 
measures have lor their object a traitorous 
abandonment of the union, a villainous 
eom{tromise with the common enemy. 

But why are these execrable charges 
•gain and again reiterated ? Why are the 
most noble and energetic exertions of in- 
telligent and high minded patriotism, 
again and again misrepresented, distorted 
and belied ? I will tell you reader why it 
is. It is because the cabal which is ruin- 
ing both the south and the east, and which 
would, he driven /rom power in twenty- 
four hours, if its merit was to be decided 
by hs own deeds, finds it essential to its 
safety, perpetually to excite and keep up 
between the honest men of the south, and 
the honest men of the east, reciprocal 
jealousies, distrusts and heart burnings. 
^lew-England, firm as she is in her attach- 
ment to the union, her constancy increa- 
sing with her persecutions and her suffer- 
ings, refuting by her deeds the calumnies 
which sustain the influence of Mr. Madi- 
son's cabinet ; New-England has been for 
seven years insulted, goaded, studiously 
iormeatcdj that she might, if possible, be 



induced to commit in the agonies of Iter 
resentments and her sufferings, indiscre- 
tions that would create alarm among the 
friends of union in the other states. Tor 
seven years she has been charged with the 
project of disunion, and with attachment 
to Great- Britain. For seven years she has 
groaned under the miseries to which the 
administration of the union has subjected 
her ; and for seven years she has stagger, 
ed patiently under her burdens. And now 
when THEY come whom she has been ac- 
cused of loving, of wishing to aid, now so 
great is her attachment to them, so tender 
theirs to ber, now, it is that New-England 
has assembled her embattled legions to 
meet, to resist ana u» ^u.n«h the invaut rs. 
But Virginia will not be appeased, if iho 
patriotism of New-England was once tic- 
kuowledged as universally as the talents of 
herstatesmeu are admired, tbesceplre might 
be transferred from the Lazeroni of the 
ancient dominion ! The heir apparent might 
be disappointed of the price promised him 
for coming into the cabinet. Mr. Monroe 
might be prevented from, en joying the de- 
light of presiding over the ruins of Die 
capital, and completing the perdition of 
his country. It is in New-England, that 
the danger to the ministerial cabal is the 
greatest. New-England, therefore, must 
be insulted, provoked, derided and villi- 
fied. When she complains, from excebs 
of sufferings, purposely inflicted, : she must 
be factious-; when she submits to oppres- 
sion, in hopeless grief, she is to be 
cowardly. When she calls together her 
intrepid yeomanry for mutual protection* 
when their shining arms glitter to the sun, 
and their swelling hearts beat strong to 
the martial sounds that call them to the 
duties of patriotism and glory, then are 
they to be denounced as in the very per* 
petration, the worst act of most damanble 
treason! If such are to be the rewards 
of their patriotism and their valour ; if 
the rest of the union is so determined to 
distrust, to hate, U> hunt het down, as it ba» 
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been ; if the rest of the union is so very 
perverse, as to be convinced that op|>osi- 
tion to Mr. Jtta<tison's feeble and disastrous 
administration, is necessarily ev idence of 
adherence to Brilian ; if so far from daring 
to indulge a hoj>e that wise and energetic 
m*n are at sometime to be selected to re- 
store our prosperity and honour, if so far 
from daring to hope, I bat the present reign 
of tolly is ever to end, New-England shall 
■ee before her nothing but -abuse and per- 
secution and ruin; if she shall receive from 
the inhabitants of her sister states nothing 
but contumely and outrage; if she is to be 
kept in the union simply and merely to 
be despised and perse cuted, by wj iaXJjfi,, 
in the najn*.ui' -Heaven I is it intended to 
fO'TToid h* r, by what charm to retain her ? 
"What inierest, what comfort, what hope 
bas she from the union, under euch 
circumstances? What worse can she/ or 
from Great-Britain than she reams from 
those whose duty it is to respect ami 
cherish her ? If the southern states choose 
to sacrifice the union, the harmony, the 
prosperity, the glory, the happiness of 
this confederated republic to the dynasty 
•which has settled the rule upon Jefferson, 
to descend through Madison aud Monroe 
to Mender Ejjpts; and if for the purpose of 
being ruined ami degraded by such rulers, 
Hew England is to be a thrme of inces- 
sant calumny anal malignant detraction, it 
requires not the spirit of prophecy to fore- 
see, that the Hudson will be the boundary 
of the empire of Monroe and Eppes ; the 
Hudson, the eastern limit of the colonics 
of Virginia ! 

The time was, when public discontent 
•was the evidence, the indubitable evi- 
dence of public suffering and govern- 
mental misconduct. The celebrated Ju- 
nius, deploring the misfortunes of his 
country, and indignant at the weakness 
and corruption of a ministry which dis- 
graced it, resolved to pierce the hiddeu 
rottenness, and to lay it bare to public dis- 
gust, and dbhorence. After ages, to the re- 



motest posterity, will admire the pes 
whose touch caused folly to tremble, and 
corruption to hide its daring front. This 
great statesman, has instructed us with no 
less truth than elegance, that " The 
ruin or prosperity of a state, depends so 
much upon the administration of Us go- 
vernment; that, to be acquainted with the 
merit of a ministry, we need only observe 
the condition of the people. If we see them 
obedient to the laws, prosperous in their 
industry, united at home, and respected 
abroad, we may reasonably presume, that 
their affairs are conducted by men of ex- 
perience, abilities and v irtue. If on the con- 
t i rttx* .us tmtvz f&al spirit of distrust 

arid dissatisfaction ; a rapid decay of trade; 
dissintions tn all porta of the empire; and 
a total loss cf respect in the eyes of foreign 
powers; we may pronounce, without hesi- 
tation, that the government of that coun- 
try is weak, ttistracted and corrupl. The 
multitude, in all countries, are patient to 
a fcertnin point. HI usage may rouse their 
indignation, and hurry them into ex- 
cesses; but the original fault is in the go- 
vcrnmcrU" 

From the commencement of the suffer- 
ings of the people of these United States, 
of which the embargo law was the signaJ, 
down to this very moment, the indigna- 
tion of the true patriots of this country, 
has been constantly excited by the base 
aud servile doctrines of the instruments 
and dupes of the democratic cabinet. Every 
question concerning the constitutionality, 
the wisdom, or honesty of the measures of 
that cabinet, has been denounced as origi- 
nating in faction and wickedness. And 
it is not owing to the clemency, the libe- 
rality or republican temper of the cabinet, 
or its instruments, that inquiry, and dis- 
cussion, are not now hunted dow n, as in- 
expiable crira* s. Did some sage, skilled 
in the constitution of his country, endea- 
vour to show, that its bounds had bees 
overleaped, its spirit violated, its very 
Utter despised.: whatever his 
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bis parity, 

whatever his services, whether he had 
subjected the vigour of his manhood to 
the toils and safferingB of the revolution- 
ary war, or wasted his strength in unre- 
mitting study — he was engaged in the 
wickedness of faction — he was an enemy 
to his country! To attempt merely a 
change in the administration, was rebel- 
lion ; to attempt to interrupt that course 
of rapid ruin, which has at length termi- 
nated in national bankruptcy, and indi- 
vidual distress; which has sent the artisan 
from his work shop, and the farmer from 
his plough, to save, if possible, what ca- 
binet folly hoe not yet destroyed, was 
" moral treason.* Instead ot answetiug 
wisdom, this cabinet and its minions, have 
constantly resorted to abuse. Instead of 
considering themselves as amenable to 
the people for their conduct, as the ser- 
vants of the people, tbey have affected 
with supercilious indignation, to consider 
all question of the wisdom of their mea- 
sures, and the fitness of themselves, as 
public offences. And, with an impudence 
so imposing, has this imperious arrogance 
been maintained, that no efforts have yet 
availed to check the precipitating torrent 
of public perdition. The spirit of patrio- 
tism has, however, as firmly preserved in 
and practised the right of inquiry, as the 
nation has been ignominiously betrayed, 
and ruined. And yet, " the universal 
spirit of distrust and dissatisfaction" which, 
according to Junius, should have made it 
clear, that the administration, was " weak, 
distracted* and corrupt? has had only the 
effect of hardening the cabinet in its folly, 
and its instruments in their obstinacy. 
But do distrust and dissatisfaction indeed, 
prevail ? The extract from the Advocate, 
asserts that to an alarming degree it 
does ; that it pervades all the ranks of the 
" opposition? "In the eastern states, 
he says, the " wicked cabaP propose to 
raise a New-England army, to be corn- 
by the United States military 



generals, but by a commander in chief,, 
set over it by commissioners, &c. of a 
northern confederacy P Is all this true ? 
Does the writer in the Courant really 
speak the intention of those, who con- 
stitute what Mr. Wheat on chooses to 
call, the *« opposition faction? but by 
which be means, the federal party, in the 
eastern states? Are they indeed, driven 
to such extremities, as to indulge in pro- 
jects of this description? Kemember, Mr. 
Wheaton, this " opposition faction? as, 
in the true spirit of servility to adminis* 
tration, you have dared to call them, 
these federalists constitute throughout all 
New-England, tub people; in Rhode-Is- 
Und, in r'mneciicut, in New-Hampshire, 
inVerinont, in Masachuseu*- th» majority 
is federal: the people therefore, are federal. 
Ami you, sir, born in one of these states, 
how dare you, sir, with paricidal impiety, 
speak in this manner of the people of 
your native state ? in this manner of the 
dreadful efforts they may meditate to save 
themselves from utter destruction! 

Whether the writer in the Courant, 
speaks the intentions of the federalists of 
the eastern states, I pretend not to de- 
cide. But that these states will soon be 
reduced to the necessity of exerting ail 
their energies, for self-preservation, is not 
to be doubted. The same spirit which 
Lord North called rebellion, and which, 
Mr. Madison terms faction, ha* beyond all 
doubt, been roused in the eastern states. 
The British ministry, claimed the rhrlit 
of taxation, bat they never denied, or ne- 
glected the duty of protection. And, yet 
New- England was the first to resist/ Mr. 
Madison taxes, and proposes to tax more, 
but he meditates no other protection for 
them than may be afforded by generals, 
whom he has declared unfit to fight in 
Canada. Severe and incessant sufferings 
render the measures of the democratic 
cabinet, obnoxious to the eastern states, 
and of those stales, Khode-lshnd, Mas- 
sachusetts, New-Hampshire and Vermont, 
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although they were but a few years since, 
iUn>ocratic y have again, resorted to ftdcra* 
-wisdom and intrepidity, for safety and hap- 
piness. They have tried both federalism 
and democracy ; they knew both; and their 
choice, their confidence is now immovea- 
t>ly fixed. They are in affliction, and they 
irill trust in those whom they at length 
know to be their true friends and safe 
counsellors. They have been severely 
instructed, that from Virginia disinter 
estedness, and western wisdom, the mise- 
ries of New-England c?.n receive no re- 
lief, but death. Yes; " the spirit of dis- 
trust, of dissatisfaction,'* of execration, is 
abroad in New-England; it is active, it 
will be irresiatable.'VV 
<Juce ^iti-^rnrhuman power to foresee; 



b¥t whatever it is, it will not be a dissolution 
of the union; whose fault is it, Mr. Madison, 
that this angry temper exists? theirs, or 
yours? Is the loud and menacing discontent 
of five whole states, evidence of their wick- 
edness, or their sufferings? is it evidence of 
their profligacy, or, your incompetency? 
Under you, the people of five distinct 
sovereignties, have become furious even 
to madness ; so true is this, that vour 
hirelings charge it upon them as a crime ; 
but sir, are they mad, because they have 
chosen to be mad, or, because you have 
made them so? Alas! never was there a 
clearer truth, nor a more horrible illustra- 
tion of it, than your administration has 
furnished, that, " where universal distrust 
and dissatisfaction prevail, the government 
must be weak, distracted and corrupt" 

But the opinions and feelings, which 
are urging New-England iota action, per- 
vade not only New-England, but also, 
the union. As to the precise measures to 
be pursued in our general deplorable con- 
dition, the discontented in the south may, 
perhaps, diner from those in the east But, 
« distrust and dissatisfaction" are universal 
among federalists, all over the union. 

Nay, more — among your own followers, 
as yon suppose them, it is not different. 



They have no confidence in yeu. Sir, 

there are not at this moment in your 
whole party, one thousand men of mere 
common understanding, whose faculties 
are so perverted as to believe you, James 
Madison, to be fit for the office of presi- 
dent of the United State. Their distrust 
is not less than ours; although, their dis- 
satisfaction may not be so honestly and 
loudly expressed, and reiterated. They 
may not call upon you to resign, because, 
J >eing acquainted with the obstinacy of 
your temj»er, they have no hope that you 
will listen to the intreaties of yeur suffer- 
ing country; and, as long as you shall be 
protected by that. pro£u«itw» of jtatronagc 
in WHICH consists your only security, the 
placemen, anil courtiers, and hungry ex- 
pectants, who, swarm around you, be- 
cause their sustenance comes from you* 
mouth, will never tell you the truth. But 
when your career shall be ended, when 
the fawning mendicant shall find that life 
and death are no longer in your hands, 
you will then learn, that the man, who 
has been the author of uational sufferings, 
and general ruin, although he may some- 
times silence the tongues, can never 
pervert the understandings, even of bis 
meanest miurons. 

1 n the speech of lus excellency the go- 
vernor, we have been assured, not ouly 
of the " unanimity and patriotic spirit 
that actuates ALL CLASSES of the 
community but that " the acrimony of 

PARTY SPIRIT has DISAPPEARED." 

We have already seen how the majori- 
ties, the government*, the people, who 
constitute the five New-England sove- 
reignties, continue to be insulted, derided 
and provoked, armed as they are for the 
common defence, and marching resolute- 
ly and cheerfully to encounter the com- 
mon enemy. 

And now let us see how the late affec- 
tionate and tender union of parties, or as 
Governor Tompkins would express it, the 
late " eks a amor once of the acrimony of 
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party spirit," has been celebrated at Al- 
bany. 

Mr. Emott, of Duchess county, was 
speaker of the assembly last year ; had be- 
come acquainted with the duties of the 
office, and had discharged them with a 
ftcility which added much to the despatch 
of business, a matter of no small impor- 
tance at this extra session. Of Mr. Em- 
ail's talents in general, 1 need not s;»eak- 
My praise could not add to the reputation 
they have established and secured. The 
place is one of no profit ; no hungry ex- 
pectant could therefore insist ujMjn having 
it as a reward for his labours in the vine- 
yard of democracy. Rut a dead party 
^ote placed in the chair a gentleman from 
Saratoga, of whose fitness or unfitness 1 
know nothing; but whose talents I am 
very sure cannot he measured with Mr. 
Emott's, and who has no experience in 
the duties of the office. In ordinary par- 
ty times, this preference would not be 
matter of much complaint perhaps, for 
we are accustomed to it; although it is 
always to be regretted, that in any public 
station, an able ami experienced officer 
should be rejected, to make way for an 
unfledged, unpractised favourite. To 
have elected Mr. Emott, therefore, would 
not only have been right in itself, but 
would have peculiarly accorded with 
those duties which ought to be practised 
in that happy political millenium, which 
his excellency, with such very sincere, and 
" heartfelt satisfaction," had announced to 
his legislature. But Mr. Emott was reject- 
ed ; indignantly rejected ; and by a dead 
fatty rote. There was not a democrat in 
the assembly who would give a vote in 
commemoration of " the unanimity and 
patriotic spirit, which actuates all classes 
of the community." Wherever that 

unanimity and that " spirit" might be 
manifested, this vote has proclaimed that 
it has no existence in the democratic 
bouse of assembly of the state of New- 
Vork. 



Mr. V an In^en had been many years 
clerk of the house, faithful, experienced, 
capable. Mr. Fan lngcn was shoved 
aside with as little remorse, with as much 
unanimity, and party spirit, as Mr. Emott 
had been. 

Not merely in consequence of this prac- 
tical declaration, for actions speak louder 
than words, but because they had ascer- 
tained, that " the majority of the two 
houses had several violent and extensive 
projects in contemplation" several mem- 
bers of the legislature, of integrity unsul- 
lied, of patriotism undoubted, of under- 
standings, which make democrats feel 
their own littleness, proposed a meeting 
of delegates, to consult and decide about 
the course, the federal party ought under' 
these circumstances to pursue. 

And what conclusion has Mr. Wheaton 
drawn from these facts? that federal op- 
position ** is not to the administration 
alone, but to the foocrntnent! — to the 
union— to the COUNTRY!" And then 
in behalf of the democratic party, whose 
determination 1 have no doubt, he faith- 
fully expresses, he declares, " concili- 
ation is out of the question with our political 
opponents. Nothing will conciliate them 
but the possession of power. Nor arc thry 
content to partake it with us. Hence lite 

FORBEARANCE Olid MODERATION ! of tht 

majority in the state and the union is lost 
upon them." Most grave arid staring 
reader, " ponder and pause, and pause 
and ponder, 1 beseech you.* And learn 
how ol)stinately perverse those wicked fe- 
deralists are, who cannot be conciliated by 
the " forbearance" which Mr. Emott, 
nor the " moderation," which Mr. Van 
Ingen, has experienced. 

I have always known the determina- 
tion of the federal party, to defend their 
country, in whatever hands the adminis- 
tration might be placed and whatever 
treatment they might receive from them ; 
and have never doubted, that they would 
always be reviled and persecuted, do 
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whatever elga they might, if they but re- 
fused to bow the knee to the idols of de- 
mocracy. The Baal, of jacobinism, can 
endure none hut worshippers. 

The leading men of the two parties are 
entirely and essentially different and. dis- 
tinct. There can t>e no union of senti- 
ment between them, except io the single 
Blatter that the country must he defended. 
But the instant they proceed to inquire 
Aw* they must most certainly disagree, 
because their notions of policy, their prin- 
eipresof action, whether political, econo- 
mical, or martial, are radically variant. 
You cannot produce union among such 
men. Whensoever and by whomsoever, 
th* Attempt may he made, it will ever- 
lastingly prove a mere vagary. The 
question does exist now, that has existed 
ever since General Washington's presi- 
dency commenced, and will and in is! con- 
tinue to exist. Shall the affairs of this 
•ountry be conducted according to the 
steady, old fashioned, practical successful 
principles which rendered that great man's 
administration so prosperous; or shall they 
be managed under the fluctuating, shifting, 
deceitful, ruinous, popularity hunting, tem- 
porising, and ever varying false notions 
of expfiUency which are in constant prac- 
tice with democratic riders? Shall the 
affairs of this country be managed by the 
followers ami disciples of Washington, or 
by those of Jefferson ? By federalists or 
by democrats ? These are the questions 
to which this community will be obliged 
perpetually to recur, upon which thev 
must, at every election decide. Let 
those, therefore, who remember the days 
of Washington.who have thus for laboured 
to reproduce the prosperity which flowed 
from his system of administration, conti- 
nue firm and steady in the path of duty. 
And if the majority of the people shall 
continue to be delighted with the authors 
of embargo, non-intercourse, war, tax- 
ation and national bankruptcy, we can- 
not help it. But when we shall stand up 



amid the ruins and wrecks of our coun 

try's prosperity and happiness, we can 
raise our hands to Heaven, and declare 
before the God of Heaven, this is 

our work 1 



Copy if a letter fnrm Brig. G'rn. Macomb, tm 
the tecretary of war, dated 

Head Quarters, Plattsburqh, 
bepte mrxr Intfa, 1814. 
Sir— I have the honour to communicate, 
for the information oi* the war department, 
the particulars of the advance of the enemy, 
into the territory of the I'nited States, the 
circumstances at., nding the siege of Hatts- 
buifch, and the defence of the posts cotrustee 
tu my charge. 

The governor general of the Canada*, Sir G. 
Prevost. having collected all the disposable 
tbice iu Lower Canada, with a view of con- 
quering the count rv as far as Crown Point and 
Tic -ml jo-a, entered the territory of the 
fuiled Mates ou the 1st of the month, and 
oecuoied the village of Chainpiain ; there 
avowed his inlentions. and bMied orders and 
oroelamations tending to dissuade the people 
from their allegiance, and inviting tbem la 
furnish his army with provisions. He imme- 
diately began to impress the wagon* and 
teams in the vicinity, and loaded them with 
his heavy baggage and stores. From ibis I 
was persuaded he intended to attack this 
place. I had but just returned from the hue*, 
where I had commanded a hne brigade, which 
was broken up to lot in the divison under 3'a- 
jor Gen. Izard, and ordered to the westward. 
Being senior officer, he left me in command; 
and except the four companies of the 6th re- 
giment. I bad not an organized battalion 
among those remaining. The garrison was 
composed of convalescents and recruits of the 
new regiments— all in the greatest confusion, 
as welt a> the ordinance and stores, and the 
works in no state of defence, 

To create an em illation and zeal among the 
officers and men ia completing the works, I 
divided them into detachments and placed 
them near the several torts; declaring in or- 
ders, that-each detachment was the garriuoa 
of its own work, and bound to defend it to the 
last extremity. 

The euemy advanced cautiously and by 
short marches, and our soldiers worked day 
and night v so that by the time he made his 
appearance before the place, we were prepar- 
ed to receive him. 

General Izard named the principal work 
Fort Moreart % and to remind the troops of the 
actions of their brave coutrymen. I called the 
redoubt on the right Fort Brmn, and that on 
the left Fort Scntt. Besides these three works, 
we have two blockhouse* strongly fortified. 
Finding, on examining the returns of the 
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garrison, that our force did not exceed fifteen 
hundred effective men Tor duty, and well in- 
formed tbat the enemy had a* many thou- 
sands | called on General Wooers, of the 
Jiew-¥ork militia, and arranged with him 
plans for bringing forth the militia en maise. 
The inhabitants of the village fled with eiti- 
sens and Mime boyt who formed themselves 
into a party, received rifles, and were exceed- 
ingly useful. By the fourth of the month, 
General -Mooers collected about seven hun- 
dred militia, and advanced seven miles on the 
Brvkman Town road, to watch the motions of 
Che enemy, and to skirmish with him as he 
advanced; also to obstruct the roads with 
fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. 

On the Ukc Road at Dead Creek Bridge, 
I posted two hundred men under Captain 
Kproiil of the 13th regiment with orders to 
abbatis the woods, to place obstructions 
in the road, and to fortify himself; to this 
party I added two field pieces. In advance 
of that position,' was Lieutenant Colonel Ap- 
pling with 110 riflemen, watching the move- 
ments of the enemy, and procuring intelli- 
gence. It was ascertained that before day- 
light on the sixth, the enemy would advance 
in two columns, on the two roads before men- 
tioned, dividing at Sampson's, a little below 
Chazy village. The column on the Berk man 
Town road proceeded most rapidly ; the mili- 
tia skirmished with bis advanced parties, and 
except a few brave men, fell back most pre- 
cipitately in the greatest disorder, notwith- 
standing the British troops did not deign to 
fire on them, except by their flankers and ad- 
vanced pat roles. The night previous, I or- 
dered Major Wool to advance with a detach- 
ment of 2.50 men to support the militia, and 
set them an example of firmness. Also, Cap- 
tain Leonard of the light artillery was directed 
to proceed with two pieces to be on the ground 
before day; yet he did not make his appear- 
ance until 8 o'clock, when the enemy had ap- 
proached within 2 miles of the village. With 
his conduct, therefore, 1 am not well pleased. 
Major Wool, with his party disputed the road 
with great obstinacy, but the militia could 
not be prevailed on to stand, notwithstanding 
the exertions of their general and staff officers ; 
although the fields were divided by strong stone 
walls, and they were told the enemy could not 
possibly cut them off. * The state dragoons of 
New-York wear red coats, and they being on 
the heights to watch the enemy, gave constant 
alarm to the militia, who mistook them for 
the enemy, and Tearing his getting in their 
r« ar. Finding the enemy's columns had pene- 
trated within a mile of PlatMmrgb, I despatched 
my aid-de-camp, Lieuter.aut Koot, to bring 
off the detachment at Dead Creek, and to in- 
form Lieutenant Colonel Appling that I wish- 
ed him to fall on the enemy's right flank. 
The colonel fortunately arrived just in time 
to save his rot real and to tall in with the head 
of a column debouching from the woods. Here 



he poured in a destructive fire from his rifle- 
men at rest, ami continued to annoy the ene- 
my until he formed a juncliou with Major 
Wool. Tho field pieces did considerable exe- 
cution among the enemy's columns. So un- 
daunted, however, was the enemy, that he 
never deployed in his whole march, always 
pressing « u in column. Finding that every 
road was full of troops crowding on us on all 
sides, I ordered the field pieces to retire 
across the bridge aud form a battery for its 
protection* and to cover the retreat of the in- 
fant ry, which was accordingly doue, and the 
parties of Appling and ff'oid, as well as that 
of SprmtL, retired alternately, keeping up a 
bri«k fire until they got under cover of the 
works. The enemy'* light troops occupied 
the houses near the bridge, and kept up a con- 
stant firing from the windows and balcouies, 
and annoyed us much. I ordered them to be 
driven out with hot shot, which soon put the 
houses in flames, and obliged these sharp shoo- 
ters to retire. The whole day, uuiil it u-at 
too late to see, the enemy's light troops en- 
deavoured to drive our guards from the bridge, 
but tbey suffered dearly for their perseve- 
rance. An attempt was also made to cross 
the upper bridge, where the militia had hand- 
somely drove them back. 

The column which marched by the lake 
road wai much impeded by the obstructions, 
and the removal of the bridge at Dead Creek, 
and, as it passed the creek aud beach, the 
galleys kept up a lively and galling tire. 

Our troops being now all on the south side 
of the Saratiac, i directed the planks to bo 
taken off the bridges and piled up in the form 
of breastworks to cover our parties iu tended 
for disputing the passage, which afterwards 
enabled us to hold the bridges against very 
superior numbers. 

From the 7th to the 14th, the enemy was 
employed in geting on his battering train, and 
erecting his batteries aud approaches, and con- 
stantly skirmishing at the bridge and fords. 
By this time the IVew-York militia and the 
voluuteers of Vermout were pouring iu from 
all quarters. I advised Genial iViooer* to 
keep his force along the Saranac to prevent 
the enemy's crossing the river, and to send a 
strong body iu his rear to harrass him day and 
night, and keep him in contiuual alarm. 

The militia behaved with great spirit after 
the first day and the volunteer* of Vermont 
were exceedingly serviceable. Our regular 
troops, notwithstanding the constant skirmish- 
ing and repeated endeavours of the enemy to- 
cross the river, kept at their work day and 
night strengthing the defences, and evinced a> 
determination to bold out to the last extre- 
mity. 

It was reported tbat the enemy only waited 
the arrival of his flotilla to make a general at- 
tack. About eight iu the morning of the elev- 
enth, as was expected, the flotilla appeared 
round Cumberland Head, aud at. nine bore 
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dk>wn and eoja^ed our flotilla at anchor m the 
bay off the town. At the same instant the 
batteries were opened on lift, and continued 
throwing bomb shells ; shrapnells, balls and 
congreve rockets until sunset, when the bom- 
bardment cea«ed, every batter y of the enemy 
feeing silenced by the superiority of our fire. 

The naval engagement lasted but two hours 
in full view of both armies. Three efforts 
were made by the enemy to pass the river at 
the commencement of the cannonade and 
bombardment, with a view of assaulting the 
works, and had prepared for that purpose an 
immense number of scaling ladders. One at- 
tempt to cross was made at the village bridge, 
another at the upper bridge, and a third at a 
Ibrd about three miles from the works. At 
the two first he was repulsed by the regulars ; 
at the ford by the brave volunteers and mili- 
tia, where he suflered severely in kiJIed. wouud- 
od and prisoners ; a considerable body having 
trrossed the stream, bnt were either killed, ta- 
ken or driven bark. The woods at this place 
were very favourable to the operations of 
the militia. A whole company of the 27th 
regiment was here destroyed ; the three lieu- 
tenants and twenty -seven men pri oners : the 
captain and the rest killed. 

I cannot forego the pleasure of here statiug 
the gallant conduct of Captain M'Glassin, of 
the 15th regiment, who was ordered to ford 
the river, and attack a party constructing a 
battery on the right of the enemy's line, with- 
in five hundred yards of Fort Brown, which 
be handsomely executed at midnight with V50 
men ; drove off the working party, consisting 
of lfiO, and defeated a covering party of the 
«aiue number; killing one officer and six men 
in the charge, and wounding many. 

. At dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery 
from the batteries, and raised the siege ; and 
at nine, undercover of the night, sent off. in 
a great hurry, all the baggage he could find 
transport for, and also his artillery. At two 
the next morning the whole army precipitate- 
ly retreated, leaving the sick and wounded to 
our generosity ; and the governor left a uote 
with a surgeon, requesting the humane atten- 
tion of the commanding general. 

Vast quantities of provision were left be- 
biod and destroyed, also an immense quantity 
of bomb shells, cannon balls, grape shot* am- 
munition, flints, &c. intrenching tools of all 
sorts, also tents and marquees. A great deal 
bas been found concealed in ponds and creeks, 
and buried in the ground, and a vast quantity 
carried off by the inhabitants. Such was the 
precipitance of his retreat, that he arrived at 
Chazy* a distance of eight miles, before we 
discovered he had gone. The light troops, 
volunteers and militia pursued immediately 
on learning of his flight ; and some of the 
mounted men made prisoners, five dragoons of 
the nineteenth regiment, at>d several others 
of the rear guard. A continual fall of rain 
a ftolaat storm prevented further pursuit. 



Upwards of 300 deserters have i 
manv are hourly arriving. 

We have buried the B itish officers of ton 
army and navy, with Uju honours of war, and 
shown every attention and. kindness to those 
who have fallen into our hands. 

Toe conduct of the officers, non-coin mis- 
*ianed officers, and soldiers of my command 
during the trying occasion* cannot be repre- 
sented in too high terms, and I lecJ it my do- 
ty to recommend to the particular notice of 
government* Lt. Col. Appling of the l«t rifle 
corps, .Major Wool of the 29th* Major Totten 
of the corps of engineers, Capt. Brooks of the 
artillery, Capt. M<Giassin of the loth, Lieut*, 
de Itussy and TrescotL of the corps of engi- 
neers, Lieuts. Smy th, Mouotford and Cron> 
well of the artillery, also my aid-de-camp, 
Lieut. Boot, who nave all distinguished them- 
selves by their uucoinmon teal and activity* 
and have been greatly instrumental- in pro- 
ducing the happy and glorious result of the 
siege. 

1 have the honour to be with sentiments of 
profound respect, Bir your most obedient hum- 
ble servant. 

ALEX. MACOMB. 
The loss of the onemv in killed* wounded, 
prisoners and deserters, since bis. first appear- 
ance, cannot fail short of 2,500 ; including 
mauy officers, among whom is Col. Welling- 
ton of the buffk. 



reminded and miss in* 
the 6tt* to the lloV 



Report of tke kitted, 

at Plottsburgh ft 

September, 1811. 

Killed, 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 1 musician, 
34 privates ; total 37. Wounded— 2 subal- 
terns, 1 sergeant major, 4 sergeants, 2 corpo- 
rals, 4 musicians, 49 privates-, total 62. Total 
killed and wounded 99. Missing, 1 sergeant, 
13 privates; total 14. 

Commissioned Officers. 

6th Regiment— 1st lieutenant George W. 
Hunk, wounded ou the 7th and died the 8th 
September. 

13th Regiment— 3d Lieutenant Robert M, 
Harrison, wounded in the shoulder. 

31th Kegiment— 3d Lieutenant Henry Tay- 
lor, wounded in the knee. 



CommonntaUh of Mustechusttli. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
J7ead Quarters, Boston, September 6, 1814, 

The war bctwecu the Uuited States and 
Great- Britain, having lately become more de- 
structive, iu consequence of violations of our 
territory by the forces of the enemy, which 
continue to menace our cities ami villages, the 
shipping in our harbours and private property 
on shore ; his excellency the commander in 
chief Orders, 

The whole of the militia to hold themselves 
in readiness to march at a moment's warning; 
with arms, ammunition, and accoutrements,** 
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Ifre laws of the United State*, and of rtris 
state, require. Every man must likewise be 
provided with a good knapsack and blanket, 
captain* of companies must re**'* 6 it to be 
one of their most solemn and wperious duties, 
to see the law respect in? and equipments 
efficaciously execute- But the commander 
in chief relies oo* nft concurring aid of all the 
general and f*ld officers, in encouraging the 
company oiwcs in the discharge of their du- 
ty. The major generals and commanding offi- 
cers of division*, will give the necessary or- 
ders Or an immediate inspection of their se- 
ver*! regiments by companies. Every in- 
sMMce of deficiency of arms or equipments, 
dhonM he forthwith supplied by the delin- 
quent individual, or by the town to which he 
may belong, agreeably to the requirements of 
the militia law 

The officers commanding regiments, batta- 
lions and companies of artillery will imy spe- 
cial attention at this interesting moment to 
the state of their field pieces, their carriages, 
and tumbril* ; and see that every thing ap- 
pertaining to them is in the most perfect or- 
der for marching ami for action ; and particu- 
larly that suitable horses are always engaged 
and ready at any moment to be attached to 
their pieces, that they may be moved to any 
point required, with celerity. All the compa- 
nies of artillery now to be called into imme- 
diate service, besides the requisite supplies 
of t : xed and other ammunition, will ho furnish- 
ed by the quarter master-general with pro- 
longed and bricoles. The legislature of this 
ttate, always proud of its militia, has been 
particularly liberal in its artillery establish- 
ment. And the commander in chief promises 
himself, that emulating the brilliant example 
of Knox and his heroic associates in the artil- 
lery of the revolution, they will lie equally 
distinguished for their discipline as soldiers, 
and for their gallantry in the field. 

Under possible events, the cavalry of the 
several divisions, may be in requisition. Every 
motive, therefore, of love of country, of hon- 
our and sympathy for their fellow citizens who 
may be suffering the perils of war, will prompt 
them to maintain the most perfect state of 
preparation, and to move, when called to the 
scene of action, with all the rapidity of which 
cavalry is susceptible. The general officers 
and the field officers of cavalry, as well as the 
ompany officers, will direct their attention 
to the quality of the horses, and suffer no man 
to be mounted but upon a horse sound ami fit 
for actual service. A few bad horses may oc- 
casion irretrievable disaster. 

The commander in chief having thus called 
the attention of all officers and soldiers of the 
militia to the observance of their several du- 
ties at this eventful crisis, the more effectually 
to meet impending danger. 

Ordtrt, That all the flank companies, whe- 
ther of light infantry, grenadiers or riflemen, 
of the lit and 2d brigades of toe 1st division; 



two companies, viz. the tie at A adorer, and 

the other at Haverhill, of the 2d divisiou; all 
the companies of the 3d division excepting the 
two companies in Charlcstown ; four compa- 
nies of the 4th division ; five companies of the 
oth division ; 8 companies of the 7th division ; 
and two companies of the 9th division, do im- 
mediately march to the town of Boston, unless 
(in the meat* time) otherwise directed. Each 
company will march to its place of destination 
by itself Without waiting tor any other corps. 
These companies when assembled, will be ar- 
ranged into regiments or otherwise, as circum- 
stances may dictate, and with the addition of 
twelve companies of artillery, will form an 
elite, or advanced corps of the Massachusetts 
militia. The field officers to command the re- 
gimeuts, and a general officer to command the 
w hole, will hereafter be designated in general 
orders. ' The several companies of artillery to 
be annexed to the advanced corps, will be fur- 
nished by the following divisions, vis : two 
companies from the 1st brigade, and one com- 
|ianv from the 2d brigade of the 3d division ; 
four companies from the fourth division, one 
company from the ,1th division ; and four com- 
panies from the 7th division. 

Besides the above mentioned companies, the 
commander in chief orders, a detachment of 
sixteen companies of infantry to be immedi- 
ately made from the 4th division, properly offi- 
cered and arranged into two regiments, which 
will march to Boston without the least unnc* 
cessary delay. Major General Matooo is 
charged with the arrangement of the regi- 
ments 

From the 9th division the commander in 
chief orders eight companies of infantry to be 
detached, properly officered, formed into a re- 
giment, and ma it hod to Boston. Major Ge- 
nerals Matoon and Whiten will assign held offi- 
cers for the troops to lv detached from their 
respective divisions : and the commander iu 
chief relics on their experience and zeal to 
carry this order into the most prompt and 
energetic effect. As soon as the troops shall 
commence their march, each major genera! 
will give notice of it to the adjutant general. 

All the troops must be well armed, accou- 
tred, and equipped, and provided with ammuni- 
tion, provisions, knapsacks, and blankets as 
the law requires. The men will be supplied 
with rations when they arrive at tho place of 
destination, and will receive pay from the time 
of their being embodied. 

The security of the town and harbour of 
Boston being an object of primary importance, 
the commander in chief, while he wishes to 
direct the principal energies of the state to 
the attainment of this end, is solicitous to ren- 
der the militia of Boston itself as efficient at 
possible. With this view he 

Orders, The iufantry of the 3d brigade of 
the 1st division, commanded by Brigadier Ge- 
neral Welles, to be called out by regiments ia 
rotation, two days successively* for the pur- 
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1*we of imorovioir their discipline already re- ahd certain evils, en qnestioaaile point*. *f 
Jpeetable, an I of enabling them to practice W-imk controversy ; fir ie*s, w.thuut j repara- 
the hieher duties of the field. This order is ' tion, under circumstances rendering failure 
tsommittedto Brigadier General Welles, whose 1 and dishonour inerttoofe. In that period, the 
i , i #.-t!«. ™A w.matod m | in whole face ol * 0 ciety exhibited one progressing, 

knowledge in tactics and animated zeal in Hmi!ing pro5pect a^ral and individual hap- 



Ihe service of ids country, must ensure to his 
exertion- the highest effect. The order will 
be continued in operation until revoked. » he 
**nk companies of this brigade will be reserv- 
ed lor other service. 

The tro >ps called into actnal semee by this 
erder, will serve three months after they ar- 
rive at their ultimate render on*, unless soon- 
er discharged. By hit excellency^ crnnmand 
J. BKOOKS. Adjutant ' 



Address <f the con - niton, to the free elec- 
tors of Nnv-Jers y. 

Futi-ow citizen* — The actual calamities 
Jmvight on our country by evil council* and the 
dangers which surround it, seem to have arrived 
at an extremity demanding the immediate inter- 
position of the people. The capacity, virtue 
and policy of the two parties, have bad a fair trial ; 
the people have only to compare the past with 
the present, in order to decide between them. 
Professions and pretensions are easily set up, and 
often lead nations, as well us individual*, to dis- 
honour and ruin. 

The federal republicans of these states apneal 
to facts : conscious of pure and ardent attachment 
to the constitution and liberties of their country, 
established by their turn hands and councils; pro- ' 
tensions and boastings made no part of their claim 
to public confidence* We rest our abused prin- 
ciple* and measures, fellow citizens, on your 
senses ; by these let the Washington policy be 
decided. Under the federal administration of 
Wellington and his successor, a period of but 
twelve years, the people of these stales, from 
imbecility and impoverishment, rose to a height 
of prosperity, with a rapidity unexampled in the 
history of nation? — a fact not controverted by any 
enlightened citizen. The American name and 
character were held in honour abroad : Strength 
and union protected and cemented the conffderaey. 
No spirit of hostility or envious feeling was then 
fostered by the men in office, aiming destruction 
at the vital interests of the commercial and Ailan- 
iie states; the prosperity of one was that of all. 
Justice prevailed, both public and private. The 
fountains of national prosperity were laid open. 
Navigation, commerce, and the interests they 
Comprehend : those of the husbandman, the mer- 
chant, the ship owner and the public revenue ; 
all rose to a sudden and unrivalled perfection. 
Peace maintained with all the world, though 
shaken by revolutions and the tempest of human 
crimes and passions. Washington and bis coun- 
cil could not be seduced or driven from the safe 
haven of neutral and impartial justice. We all 
remember the loud clamours raised in his time 
against England by the French or war p:irty in 
the United States, but he resisted them and saved 
his country. He would not risk the mighty bless- 
ings in possession on the chances of war, nor 
plunge lus country into untried scenes of horror 



pincss. 

Not only did riches, h««ieftly acquired in the 
arts of peace and industry, flo* in upon the citi- 
zen, whatever his cal ing or pt»f«ssion, but the 
public treatxtry was made to oveifow. Never 
di.l any men in office, (notwithstanding the 
himnic? of the time) establish more trul) and fi 
ly the foundations of public wealth, and /rovide 
the means of public justice. The credit arit 00 a- 
our of the nation were untarnished and ewy 
where respected. The great department* _ *f 
governments executive, legislative and judicial, 
were Idled and directed by native American*, 
possessing the knowledge of their station*. 
The men who presided in our councils, state 
aud federal, pursued a safe, straight and 
honest policy. They sought not wars to 
gratify their passions, or the purse and the 
blood of their fellow citizens, us the mean* 
for their continuance in power. Their ineas'i res 
and their objects were purely American. They 
struck out no visionary theories ; were influenced 
by no rash and vindictive passions, bnt proceeded 
on the sure grounds of practical wisdom and pro- 
dent legislation. In a word, who doe* not re- 
member with pride (and regret that it is past) 
the wide extended and substantial happiness en- 
joyed by the American people, flowing from the 
policy of Washington, and those whom he loved 
and honoured with his confidence ; the federal 
republicans of the United States. 

Let the reflecting and candid citizen compare 
that period with the present ; the councils and 
policy which then prevailed ; the men who then 
possessed the confidence and protected the inte- 
•ests of the people, and the mea«urcs and success 
of their administrations. Let the comparison be 
made, and who but must deeply deplore the arts 
delusions and incapacity by which American citi- 
zens have been stripped of their prosperity, and 
reduced to all the extremities which now over- 
whelm our country. 

Let the people of New-Jersey in particular, 
who have no interest in this war, estimate their 
losses by the interdiction of the coasting trade, 
by war prices, by increased taxes, and view the 
prospect Ijefore them. 

Had the last twelve years, like the first, been 
devoted to a peaceful policy, and to the attain- 
ment of those immense benefits which our neutra- 
lity afforded, while all the world beside* were in 
arms; if, knowing the dangers of war where 
power only decides, and especially the dangers of 
a maritime war. defenceless as we were, and ex- 
posed at every point ; if, whilst we protested 
against aggressions and violations on supposed 
rights, not endangering our country, nor essen- 
tially checking the career of national greatness, 
we had prepared to assert them, by steadily per- 
severing for a course of years in laying the foun- 
dations of their support, cultivating and increa- 
sing population, national wealth and national 
happiness and union ; if our rulers had proceeded 
to build up cooudenee at home by puwuing the 
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steady path* of justice, and exhibiting then>*lves| 
in the light of practical statesmen and j»ntriots, I 
f^>v«rrning for the people and not for<» party ; if 
-they had aimed at giving permanency to consti- 
tutional principles, had cult»* ated the interest 
and union of the state*, b*^« the friends of com- 
merce, of a gradual i»»-rease of naval strength 
and maritime defend • »f they had with wise and 
paternal feeling, healed the wounds of party by 
moderation »td e pial justice, considering only 
the genera^ £°<>d » — «f they bad been satisfied 
with the lonour of securing and strengthening 
the ont :> u, by pursuing a cautious arid honest 
»euti»»Htv, giving no offence to contending now- 
arw oy indirect uid, irritating partialities, and sct- 
tfig up pretensions in the hour of their distress ; 
if, in short, they had pursued the policy which 
was bequeathed to thera when they came into 
power, and augmented the mighty stuck of na- 
tional prosperity received at the hands of the fe- 
deralists, whom they traduced ; what might now 
have been the envied condition of America! 
The tinman mind (had such men and council* 
prevailed; could with difficulty estimate her pro- 
§re«s in wealth, in population, in the means anil 
possession of revenue; in national strength, and 
in permanent and inmovahle foundations of na- 
tional glory and individual happiness. 

The^e states, with such immense boundaries, so 
dispersed a population, so rich but exposed a 
territory and commerce, required many years of 
peace, before war could be safe or honourable: 
But to the shame and misery of our country, no 
such views, feelings or wisdom actuated the coun- 
cils which succeeded those of Washington. The 
very condition on which they claimed power and 
obtained it, was to overturn the policy which 
had prevailed; and this indeed is the only promise, 
which futully for the country, they have kept. 

It were useless now to review the arts of ca- 
lumny and the delusive pretexts which placed 
those men in power, who for the last fourteen 
years have misruled these states ; and it were 
endless to bring before the American people all 
those enormities of abused trust, of ignorance, 
ra*h councils, partv violence and lust of office, 
which have at length laid national and individual 
prosperity In fearful ruins. The recollections of 
ih» people of this and of every state must supply 
the particulars of that long, unbroken series of 
misrule and abuse of official authority, which has 
reduced them to this deplorable condition. This 
convention can only present an outline, and 
most willingly would they be spared from a re- 
trospect so painful and disgusting, were it not 
(or the hope of some good from the recital. It 
may conduce to a change of the present authors 
of so many evils, and serve in future to warn our 
•on n try, if once again restored to its lost bless- 
ings, from yielding to specious innovations and 
promises' of visionary reform. 

The American people may hereafter set a great- 
er value on tried friends, on practical wisdom, 
ami on substantial liberty and prosperity. It is 
now made evident to us all, and to the world, 
that the reforms which were promised have con- 
sisted in dangerous and extravagant innovations, 
in pernicious experiments, and in multiplying 
office* and grasping at the raltr" objects of party 
ipllueuee ana official emoluucnt. They have 
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ended as was foretold, ia the violation of all 

sound principles of American government and 
policy, and in the actual destruction of every 
great national interest. Navigation, trade, re- 
venue, increasing wealth, union, public charac- 
ter, constitutional principles, and all the s*ihd 
acquisitions which lie at the foundations of per 
maneut national strength and independence, have 
well nigh disappeared. To fill up the measure of 
our calamities, an odious, hopeless and most de- 
vouring war, is entailed on the land. The whole 
bent ami employment of those in power fo'r four- 
teen years, has been to engage men's minds ia 
hopes and feare, from useless and pernicious pro- 
jects of legislation and politics. Instead of pre- 
serving what had been secured, and augmenting 
the national securities and means, in a plain, 
honest and undeviating course of public rectitude 
and wisdom, they have kept the country in one 
continued state of sutl'ering and commotion, the 
more effectually to justify and screen their absurd, 
selfish and ambitious designs. 

There seem to have been no fundamental right* 
of the American people ; no national interests, 
which in this short term have not beeu violated 
or sacrificed ; and this by the men who obtained 
and have kept power by professing and promis- 
ing to preserve and secure those interests and 
rights more effectually than their predecessors ! 

In their bands, the'CoNBTiTUTioK of the Uni- 
ted States, once so venerated and always so ne- 
cessary to the liberties of the people, has been bro- 
ken in almost every article. The facts are no- 
torious. 

Military law has been established to enforce 
revene laws. 

Private property has been wrested from ite 
peaceable possessor, without legal process, by 
the military under executive orders. 

Innocent ritizens, seized by military force, 
have been torn from tlieir homes, transported to 
the seat of government, and discharged without 
accusation, or redress for ruined character or for- 
tunes. 

Commissions lawfully issued and completed, 
have been illegally withheld from the citizens 
appointed, by the preceding president, only be- 
cause partisans were to be gratified. 

The habeas corpus act, the only practical se- 
curity against tyrannical abuse of personal liber- 
ty has been suspended in time of peace, and this 
is merely to overawe freedom of opinion. 

Judicial questions, frequently on the revenue 
laws, often most penal in their nature, have been 
determined by edicts of the executive, contrary 
to their legal purport and obligation on the citi- 
zen. 

The independence of the judges has been ta- 
ken away by the legislature, on the recommenda- 
tion of the executive. The office of judge is 
made dependent on the will of presidents and 
party majorities against the express terms of the 
constitution, declaring 44 they shall hold their 
office during good behaviour." "Thus, by a sin- 
gle stroke of usurpat ion, making one independent 
department of the government subject to the 
will of the other ; and in effect, subjecting men's 
lives, liberty and property, to judges dependent 
on party, and not on their 44 good behaviour" er 
I rectitude in offior. 
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\ whole article of the Constitution, and one , By all this the public mind was kept distract* 
independent branch of the government has been ,ed. an* the great poroses of steady, ii^eiuJ go- 
annihilnted, >etling a precedent and productive iveramein, overlooked or abandoned. The *ub- 
•f consequence*, fatal to the rights and liberties stautial inters a„d prosperity of the aaUon U- 
•f the people, a* secured by themselves, j terally and ihauMfeUy jacrirxed. 

To perpetuate their political ascendance, and Novelties, uiosi. inconsistent with our an- 
in violation of the principles and interests of the cieot habits, and most injurious to American 
confederacy, a pernicious aki 8 tocbact of rights and interests, have Ve„ introduced and 
states and persons has been created. This ; perservered in, _to almost entin^bversion of the 

k is hern effected I (orm * of Amencan P° 1,C > ' , 

B> r making new states in that quarter of their' Such "^ordinary acts t> \ ^n^tiao. 
influence, favourable to a southern domination ; have V^"' JlK Sfd^SS 

and Virginia dynasty : ' * condemn tbemw anU-repubUcan a** despotic. 

By employing immense ™- *| ' tSiSU from the peopu the 

«S$fi$£ otial departments, and com Anient , have , become ba*tu£ andoon- 
and Kirinc orenonderence to Virginia ami south- Unued from day to day. I he American peop e 
!rn £TJ * in the "national legislature and couu- at this moment are kept in ignorance on poinu 
•rn sutes, in the national legiMaiure «i u ^ importance to Uieir interests and honour : 

°* By changing the constitution in the mode of j In presidential recommendation,, J**^ 
ebbing the president and vice-president by the legislature, ir .cases calling ;for " 
which tL larger slates are enabled to control ture reflection and inquiry, w.thou either. Al 
ti,e " m lie aid make traffic of these important ; investigation, even of fart,, refused thereby . 
11 unuier, «iw ^ t|jc grealc?t nn tional rights on the u*ue 

By* ihe monstrous usurpation of nominating a |of erecutice veracity, or his ugU %<£ d ^ 
.resident and vice-president at the seat of govern- 1 remarkable, perhaps, for neither. Most of the 
ment,in the vortex of intrigue, and undei the ; monstrous and pernicums plans .which have snnk 
S and patronage of the candidate proposed, the country to its present condition ™Ntotte 
instead of leaving the nomination to a free and ; representatives of the people, not for discuss**, 
uiiUouirht people : 'but adoption : 

By proscribing men for their opinions, and In preventing free debate, whereby the repr*- 
ban&ing from trust and employment, the friends sentalivess of the people °PP»^ * * h * 
of Washington and hi. policy, thereby depriving of administration, under an arbitrary .rWc of t « 
the nation of the counsels and support of its majority, have been deprived of he r essential 
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pot'* 



support 

wisest and best cilbtens, and alienating men's 
minds from the love or each other and their com- 
mon country. 

By multiplying offices and salaries, and op- 
pointing officer,, civil and military, without ex- 
perience or knowledge, remarkable chiefly for par- 
ty violence and incapacity, consequently more 
dependent on the ici7/ and opinions of the prcsi 
dent, and his weak but rash advisers. 

By conferring high offices on ilrangers, pos- 
sessing no attachments but to the party which 
upholds them, and by these instruments strength- 
ening themselves in office at the risk of expos- 
ing the people to the intrigues, ignorance and 
passions of foreign agents ; men who it must be 
evident cannot love our country, nor care for or 
Understand its interests : 

And >u»//y, by violating the freedom of tpeech 
and ojiinion*, overawing election,, and introdu- 
cing terror and military despotism. 

Taking a view of the leuisl *titk and hs- 
cctivr coif over, a scene of weakness and de- 
plorable misrule unfolds itself. The American 
freeman who reviews all this mass of political 
intrigue, imbecility and corruption, may well 
exclaim, '* give us back peace and the honest po- 
licy of Washington." Year after year, has pas- 
ted away in bu»y and officious miKhief. In 
holding out false nope,. In ambiguous presiden- 
tial metiage,. In feigned negotiations. In mul- 
tifarious project,, and in contradictory and futile 
resolution,. In vain boosting, and inflammatory 
tpeeeht*. In imbecile threatening, against one 
foreign government and abject submissions and 
even aid to another t more tasvleatty a wrong doer. 



rights, and tlie rights of the people to the opi 
nions and services of their representatives viola- 
ted : 

In repressing the right and freedom of peti- 
tion against grievances. The people's remon- 
strances and requests beiug ordered to lie on the 
table, or contemptuously thrown aside to a distant 
day : 

In the invention of permanent systems of em- 
bargo, non-importation, and non-intercourse, by 
land or water, even along our own coasts. Per- 
severingly followed up for near two presidencies 
Systems first introduced by the tyrant of France, 
and to him useful in promoting his grand scb^mes 
of universal conquest, but to America, novel and 
destructive to the last degree. Systems calculated 
to bear down and impoverish the cuminerc.nl 
. tates, to depress our own product* and raise the 
price of foreign ; to extinguish national revenue, 
ships and sailors' rights, to encourage smuggling 
and immoral evasion and breach of the laws. 
>ystems of legislation, in short, fatal to industry 
and the productive arts of life, and beyood all 
question more injurious to these states than war 
itself, in as much as the suffering fell wholly oa 
ourselves ; other nations looking on, unhurt by 
these infatuated acts of self-destruction, rejoi- 
cing to see this fine and prosperous country which 
aimed death at them, falling the victim of its 
own wrath and folly. 

With respect to the public resources and 
wealth that have been annihilated, 

The men in power, who professed economy, 
have far exceeded not only the preceding admi- 
nistrations in expeuditnre, bat 90 y 
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fitdore squAnderr-d the substance of a patient and 
<2onfiding people. 

Before this war, they bad received not less 
than two hundred millions of dollars into the 
treasury ; all this (except about thirty millions 
paid on the old debt) was spent or squandered 
without strengthening the nation or adding a 
eingle important item to the stock of American 
N*curities. Not even ntri^ate way added to the 
federal navy, but offices and salaries were couti- 
juually multiplying. 



yenrs of prodigal wastefulness, rearing out the 
national spirit, creating disunion of the st iles, 
and general doafl.-cimn to their schemes of mis- 
rule, without preparation, and scarcely with & 
real preterit, they declared war uguinst Oreat- 
Britnin. 

fellow citizens, wo have no language to de- 
pict the sen*** we entertain of this death blow to> 
the best hopes aud interests of our beloved coun- 
try. 

How can those in the state or general govern* 
Fifteen million!) paid for useless territory, and \ mcut, who so rashly i dunged their country into 



To fill the coffer* of llonaparte. 

Vast sums expended in fruitless or injurious 
embassies, and on diplomatic favourites. 

The navy, army and civil lis* expenses, were 
enormous, and yet inefficient. 

I'ntold thousand* were drawn from the treasu- 
ry in projects useless and disreputable to the na- 
tion. 

In building, equipping and maintaining gun- 
©oats : 

In secret service moneys : 

In torpedo experiment*, and in paying En- 
glish impostors for the purpose of calumniating 
American patriots : 

In short, the expenditures of pes re were little 
Jess than those that might have supported a suc- 
cessful vvur. 

Iu our foreign relations, the same nfatnal*d j trat'mn on them I 
policy prevailed, 'flip usurper nnd tvrnnt was 



war, unprepared, arid uguinst an enemy 
erful, answer to (.tod or to the people, for the* 
d road ful consequences ? Surely liiey should no 
longer be tru-tvd by their fellow man. 

This war, us was injst certain it must, in such 
circumstance*-, on such grounds, has progressed in. 
shame, loss and disappointment, it has been 
conducted with u folly and prudigate wasteful- 
ness of the peopled blood and money, in so short 
a time unexampled in the annnU of the world. 

What do we we ail bear witness to, but a iick!c t 
and dtMucyed cabinet. 

l;se!o.-s armies employed on the lakes and de- 
vouring the land. 

Military commanders without skill, sacrificing; 
brave men, captured, defeated or disgraced at 
every poi.it, throwing the shauic of tUe odmiuis* 



VountcnuHced. nnd all his projects admired. 

France, jacobin France, was conrtcd and aid- 
fid, whilst she insulted and plundered us, and 
Iter enormities as much as possible concealed. 
England was threatened nnd irritated, treaties 



An exhausted if not a bankrupt treasury. 
A destroyed commerce and agriculture. 
A captured or blocked up navy. 
Our coasting vessels aud trade demolished o* 
£000 miles of seaboard 

Immense loans ; government receiving 85 dolp 



Multinlied 



the 



with her rejected, her ambassadors deceived aud J l«rs und pledging the people to pay 100 to the 
sent away, and every means adopted to create lender ! 
and keep alive resentment, and prepare for her 
destruction by a long sought war, when the pro- 
pitious moment should arrive. 

Spain fighting against the tyrant for her liber- 
ties, caused no sympathy. Spain that fought for 
American liberty, possessed not even their good 
wishes. t>u the contrary, they wMied success 
to her destroyer. They denied her bread, refused 
Jiar ambnssador, and in her distress seized upon 
Jier territories, and countenanced the invasion of 
1W provinces, placed ns they were under the 
safeguard of American faith and bo.ionr. 

With Tripoli, Algiers and the Indian tribes, 
there has scarcely been a cessation from wars, 
tribute and expense. 

The invasion of the Tridhn country and burn- 
ing their towns in UHO, lighted up the ven 



ana increasing taxation on all 
necessaries of life t the excise system mt 
quully bearing on the poor. 

Double duties, war prices, the exportation o£ 
specie, and no export of our own products, 
growing discontent, aud wu fear a dissolving con- 
federacy. 

A desperate administration who refuse peace, 
and are shedding the blood and spending the subn 
stance of Americans, on questions about the 
rights of F.nglish sailors and emigrants. 

A people impoverished, distracted with ap- 
prehension*, exposed to fire and sword, trix 
from their homes, and bleeding at every point on* 
a circumference of five thousand miles. 

A stupendous system of public frauds and de* 
linquency among the contractors, army agents. 



feance, and brimght upon our frontier all the ' «»d the liost of retainers upon government, 
orror of the united savage tribes. 
Thus did the administration conduct v ;th fo- 
reign governments, getting deeper in the Euro- 
pean quarrels. They exhausted und wasted th 



resources of our country, in contemptible scheme* 
for starving colonists, or insurrections among Eu- 
ropean manufacturers. In passing laws condi- 
tioned to make them keep the peace, or go to war 
with us ; entangling ourselves in nets of destruc- 
tion made by our own hands. 

This race in the road to ruin seemed nearly 
run ; but one enormity yet remained ; and finally, 
•Her osbaustinj th': natiecil rcwarcrs in J2 



Yet, not a sir.gle national object secured ! 
Is not all thi.s the. finit of two years of war, 
and present to our senses? And is (ri-eat-Britaitt 
humbled !' Is C anada taken, alter the loss of lea 
thousand men nnd one hundred miliums of dol- 
lars, with ah the other more dreadful mischiefs of 
this nr»r ; or are we not basiled and dishonoured 
by the mi'ir-'iulurt of the men whe govern and 
command .' Ily those men who are calling on u» 
even yet to support them and thtir mr.usuresi 
Have we esiabli.meo sailors' right-, or any right, 
or has it ever been mode kr.nvn v. hat we arm 
not now ;scHy scrambling |->r enr rives and eot 
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Jre^idw, and 4b the wonderful providence oft not be laid to the account of the people; wt 
GikI, left ^ alone on the theatre of the world, | know on the contrary that they arc dissatisfied 



Abandoned of every nation, and Contending with 
or rather trotting to the mercv and ma^nnnimity 
Of the nation we attacked, invaded, and meant, 
with the aid of the tyrant, to destroy. 

Fellow citizens, we cease this catalogue of 
p»Nic woes; of so many dreadful evil* brought 
on us by men who were' to nmend and improve 
our condition ; men who warned th«- wife and 
prosperous policy of Washington and hi« friends; 
•nd promised to the people that they should be 
without wan, taxes, navies, armies, public debts, 
toons and numerous offices of government. In- 
stead of which, thev have done nothing else but 
Create and increase all these evils. 

We cease to speak of this long conrse of down- 
ward and destructive misgovernment. But shall 
we interpose no remedy? Are such men and 
measures longer to be upheld ? Sorely it is time 

f° t f^ Bk i° f * remert *> 5 antl w, >at other presents 
itseir, what other ought to take, but to make a 
general and thorough change. 

All governments at times, are forced to change 
the men in administration, or perish by their 
faults and conu'nuunce. 

What cause or complaints to be compared with 
those we have enumerated induced us to rai«e 
these men into power w ho complained and pro- 
wled so much? and to put those out of power 
who under Washington had made us great and 
prosperous? ° 

It is full time for a people who have so patient- 
ly endured such evils, end derire at length to es- 
cape from them, to put their own affairs in other 
hands. Let us, fellow clti/ens, endeavour to get 
bark to peaeeand-ihe Washington policv. 

Even f hould a forced pence on paper be nn- 
aounced, let us take care to maintain and im- 
prove it, by placing in every department of the 
rneral and state governments the friends of 



genera 
peace. 



'** f mefl ' ,n Powcrhave forfeited nil courdenee. 
They found us in peace and prosperity ; their 
course was foretold ; they have involved us in 
Amnion, lost riglits and poverty. 

Should this direftl contest unhappily be conti- 
nued, can this nation longer tru^t her houour. 
safety and existence in such feeble hands ? Onr 
greatest enemies could not have devised plans 
v»o.~v injurious to American interests. 

Whether we have war or peare. let us restore 
to our councils the experience, the wisdom, ant! 
the polity, which raised our nation to such exalt- 
ed greatness. 

We beseech yon, fellow citizens, to lav aside 
mere party attachments, and look at the state of 
the country. Reflect, that such continued and 
great evils could not have come on us but by the 
most egregious folly and misrule. Indeed the 
path of wisdom and security seemed plain. Let 
a thorough change be made"; fear not that it can 
be worse for us. The friends of Washington 
ond peace will not bet my or desert their countrv. 
Give tbem the means of directing and aiding it. 
by your suffrages, and they will not disappoint 



injured, and desire to be relieved from so many 
present sufferings and* expected dangers. Thais* 
measures, and this war, and ail these miseries, 
(low from a weak, infatuated administration; 
from men m office, upheld by delusions and pro* 
mises, and whose interests aod?obsthiacy combine 
to encourage and- maintain plans and principles 
which have proved; as was foretold the bane of 
public prosperity. 

It is our duty to be plain. We repeat onr un* 
feigned belief that there must be an entire rerao* 
val of visionary men, and the friends of this war, 
in every state ami department of legislation, be- 
fore the blessing* of peace and good government 
can be restored. The remedy is in our own hands* 
Let us all firmly resolve (however we must en- 
dure the existing evils with fortitude and pa- 
tience) that the freedom of suffrage shall finally 
re-establish' the friend* of peace and- the policy o( 
Washington. 

Signed by order of the convention. 

WM. COX, President. 
F. l>AVENPORT, Secretary. 



THE TREASURY REPORT. 

T&casl'rv Department, 
Sept. 23, 1814, 
Sr* — I have the honour to transmit a; report 
prepared iir obftdiei.ee to the act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitle*! an act to esta- 
blish the treasury department." 

I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, sir, your most obedient. 

G. W. CAMPBELL. 

Ine Honourable 

The President of the Senate, 8te. 

The secretary of the treasury, in obedience 
b> the act " supplementary to the act. enti- 
tled an act to establish the treasury depart- 
ment," has the honour respectfully to submit 
to congress the following report and esti- 
mates. 

The sums author heed by congress to he ex- 
pended during the year 1814, and for which 
appropriations hare beeu made, arc as follow : 

1. For civil, diplomatic and 
expenses 2,215.355 59 

To this sum is to bo added 
(he amount which may be pay- 
able on the following accounts, 
viz. 1. The amount of fines, 
penalties aud forfeitures actual- 
ly received into the treasury, 
which is appropriated for de- 
fraying the expenses of courts of 
the United .States. 2. The sums 
received by the collectors of the 
customs for the marine hospi- 
tal fund, and privateer pension 
fund, which are |>aid into the 



your hopes. 

This convention addresses itself to the people treasury with the otlicr money* 
oT New- Jersey. These ruinous measures, can- 1 derived from the customs, but 
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arc exclusively npplicable to the 
two objects here mentioned re- 
spectively. 3. The moneys re- 
ceived into the* treasury for the 
United States' moiety of prize* 
captured by public vessels, which 
belong exclusively to the navy 
f>cnsioti fund. These item* are 
contingent and uncertain, ntiti! 
the accounts for the year are 
made up, and their amount as- 
certained. As they appear a* 
mong the receipts into thr trea- 
sury, they must be also placed 
anion* its expenditures. They 
may be estimated for the year 
181 1, at 2(M.O(X) 



2,445,*W 59 



2. Military expenses, includ- 
ing the Indian department, and 
the permanent appropriation of 
200.000 dollars annually. Tor 
arming and equipping the whole 
body of the militia of the Untied 

States. 21,502,906 

3. Naval expenses, including 
200,000 dolls for the purchase 
of timber, appropriated by the 

act of March 30, 1812, 8,109,910 87 

4. For the public debt, such 
sum as the public engagements 
may require, and which during 
the year 1814 may be estima- 
ted as follow : 

Interest on the public debt 
existing previously to the pre- 
sent vrar 1,980,000 

Interest on the debt contract- 
ed during the present war, in- 
cluding the loans of the present 
year, and treasury notes 

2,950,000 

Reimbursement of priocipal ; 
consisting of the annual reim- 
bursement of the old 6 per cent, 
and deferred stock.*, temporary 
loans payable during this year 
and treamry notes reimbursable 
during the same 7,572,000 

12,502,000 

But for these purposes there 
had been advanced from the 
treasury during the ytar 1813, 
to sundry commissioners of 
Joans beyond the demands up- 
cu them' for the year 1313, and 
to the treasurer of the United 
States as agent for the com- 
missioners of the sinking fund, 
about 350,000 

Leaving payable during the 
year 1814, 12,152,000 



1. Moneys receivable on account of the 
public revenue, and which were estimated at 
as follow : . * 

From the customs 6,500,000 
Sales of public 
lands 600,000 
Direct tax and 
internal duties 3,800,009 
Postage and in- 
cidental expen- 
ses 50,000 

10,950,000 

2. Moneys receivable for the 
proceeds of loans and for trea- 
sury notes to be issued as fol- 
low : 

Amount payable into the 
treasury during the year 1814, of 
the loan of seveu and a half mil- 
lions, made under the act of An- 
gust2. 1813, 3,592,065 

Amouut authorized to be bor- 
rowed by the act of March 24, 
1814, 25,000,000 

Amount authorized by the 
act of March 4, 1814, to be is- 
sued in treasury notes, 5,000,000 

—33,592,6^ 

And it was estimated, that 
out of the balance of cash re- 
maining in the treasury on the 
1st of January, 1814, . which 
amounted to $5,196,482, there 
might be applied a sum suffi- 
cient to cover the wjiole amount 
of the authorized expenditures, 
aud which wonld be, 2.727,507 46 

$47,270,172 46 
The accounts of the treasury have as yet beeo 
made up only for the two first quarters of 
the year 1814, or to the 30th of June of that 
year. The annexed statement marked A 
shows the receipts and expenditures at the 
treasury, for the fourth quarter of the year 
1813, which have not before been communi- 
cated to congress, and, separately, those of 
the two first quarters of the year 1811. 

By this statement it appears 
that the payment from the 
treasury during the first half 
of the present year, have been 
for civil diplomatic, and miscel- 
laneous expenses 1,444,062 60 
Military expenses ■ 11,210,238 
Navy do 4,012,1199 90 
Public debt 3,020,580 77 



47,267,172 46 

The means by which this sum was to be 
provided were' the following : 



And would leave payable dur 
ing the remainder of the year, 
on those several accounts, the 
I following sums : 

For civil, diplomatic and mis* 



1,001.202 99 



19,093,78127 
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IS aval 
Public debt 



<io 



13^92,668 
4. 157,010 97 
9,125,419 23 



27,576,391 19 



$47,270.172 46 
Tho receipt* into the treasury during the 
first halt' of the present year, have beeu as lei- 
low's : for the proceeds of the 
totns 

Public lands (including those 
in the Missisippi territory, tho 
proceeds of which are now pay-* 
able to the state of Georgia) 

Internal duties aw! direct tax 

Postage and iucideutal re- 
ceipts 



4,182,088 25 



540,065 68 
2,1&9,272 40 



1GC.744 



congress at this time, 
of these statements have been 
heretofore regularly given for 
periods terminating on the 30th 
of September ; and to preserve 
the series unimpaired, their 
preparation is postponed until 
lb«y can be made on termi- 
nating with that day. They 
will hereafter be laid before 
congress in the proper form. 
The amount of the custom- 
house duties which accrued 
during the year 18 i3 was 
7,0.0.000 dollars. During tbo 
two first quarters of the pre* 



Loan of 7 1-2 millions, un- 
der the act of August 2. lol3 

3,582,065 

Loan of 10 millions (part of 
23 uiilions) under the art of 
IMarch 24, 1814 6,087,011 



Treasury notes is 
•tied under the act of 
Tib. 25, 1813 

1,070.000 
Treasury notes is- 
sued under the act of 
March 4, 1814 

1,332,100 



9,079,07$ 



-2,462,10§ 



sent year they amounted to 
3.000,000 dollars but during tho 
7,07o,17o 33; two last quarters will not pro- 
bably exceed one iniliion. 

The amount receivable into 
the treasury during the year 
1314, from bunds outstanding 
at the commencement of the 
year, aud from the duties ac- 
cruing, and which will become 
parable during that year, is es- 
timated at 7,000,000 dollars, 
which is 500,(h 0 dollars more 
than was heretofore estimated. 
Of this sum, 4.182.C88 25 dol- 
lars, was paid during the first 
had' of the year, and will leave 
payable during the remainder 
of the year the sums here sla* 
ted. 

Sales of public lands. Th* 
proceeds of public lands sold in 



And there remained cash in 
the treasury ou the 1st of July, 
1814 



12.141,778 
19,219,940 33 



4.722,639 02 



To malce ap the sum, there- 
fore, which will be wanted to 
meet the expenditures as above 
estimated, there must be ob- 
tained during the third and 
fourth quartets of the present 



$23,942,585 65 



23,327,580 31 



$17,270,172 40 

And the further sum of 1,500,000 dollars 
which Is the least \'. ^t pught at any time dur- 
ing a state of war to be left in the treasury, 
making $24. 827,580 81 

Of this amount it is estimated that there 
V ill be derived from the various sources of ex- 
isting revenue, the following sums, viz. : 

From the customs 

It has not been practicable 
to prepare the statement of this 
and of the other branches of the 
revenue in the usual ofheia 
form, to be commuuicated (• 



the .Ytissisippi territory, wl.icb 
rro now pnyalde to the state of 
ooor^ia, are brought into the 
treasury in the same manner as 
the money derived from the 
sales of other public lands. As 
the amount when paid out of the 
treasury to the state of Georgia, 
appears among the public ex- 
penditures, it is proper that 
these moneys should he placed 
among the receipts of the trea- 
sury, for hiding the proceeds of 
the lands in the Missisippi ter- 
ritory, the receipts during the 
year 1814 are estimated at 
$900,000. of which $540,065 68, 
having been received during tho 
two first quarters of the year, 
there will be receivable during 
the two last quarters. 

Internal duties and direct tax. 
Tire receipts into the treasury 
from these resource* during the 
present year, will fully equal 
the estimate heretofore made. 
These taxes are paid readily aud 
cheerfully. The direct lax is in 



300,000 
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fMflcetion in more than throe 
fourths of the districts, and 
will shortly be in the same state 
in all the districts except two 
or three where the difficulty of 
obtaining competent persons to 
act as assessors has produced 
some delay. In several of the 
districts the coJ lection is already 
nearly completed. The amount 
estimated as receivable from 
these two sources was $3,000,000. 
Of this sum, there was received 
prior- to the first of July last 
$2,189,272 40, and leaves to l>c 
received during the remainder 
of the year 

Pottage &• incidental receipts. 
These were estimated for the 
whole year at fifty thousand dol- 
lars. Including repayments, 
nrizc money, and the arrears of 
The former direct tax and inter- 
nal duties, there was received, 
on these accounts, during the 
first hair of the year $106,744. 
These receipts are so casual and 
uncertain, that it is difficult to 
make any estimate of their 
amount. During the remaiudcr 
of the year, they may perhaps, 
he expected to produce 



1,6 10,000 



50,000 



lie demands ; or by depressing the stock to 85 
per cent., tq have obtained only a little mom 
that six millions, which would still have been 
insufficient to answer Ukj purposes of goven»- 
ment. Oflers wero subsequently made to 
this loan, of sums amounting to $506,000, 
which were accepted on the same terms a« 
the original offers, and augmented the amount 
of the loan which was taken to $9,795,056. 

The papers annexed under the letter B ex- 
hibit the particulars relatiug to this loan. 

There was paid into the treasury on ac- 
count of the loan of ten millions, prior to the 
1st July, $6,087,011 leaving to be paid after 
that day. $3,708,045. Of this sum a failure 
of payment on the days fixed by terms of the 
loan, ofaiiout 1,900,0(M)dollars has taken place: 
and it is doubtful whether the payment wiU 
be effected. No more, therefore, can be reli- 
ed on towards the supply necessary for the 
third and fourth quarters of the year 181* 
than what has been already paid, and amount- 



ing to about 



$1X00,000 



Total am't receivable for revenue $4,840,000 
I jider the act of the 24th of March, 1814 
by tvidch Hie president was authorized to bor- 
row twenty-live millions of dollars, a loan was 
op< ned on tl:e 2d of May. for ten millions of 
dollars in part of ti at sum. A :oan for ten 
fiiioions of dollars was considered as more 
likUy to prove successful, than if an attempt 
was made to obtain the whole amount of 25 
mi'lii-its at once. The sums offered tor this 
huu amounted to $11,800,806 ; of which 
7 5o were at rate* less than 88 per cent, 
and £1, 2,400 at. rat«s less that 85 per cent. 
1 1 lie sum of $£.223,056 which were olftred 
at . i' pvr cent, or at rales more favourable to 
the. C nited Mates, 5 millions were offered 
with the condition annexed that if terras more 
fa.« urable to the lenders should be allowed 
for any part of the 25 millions authorized to 
be borrowed the present year, the same terms 
sLoitid be extended to those holding the stock 
p| the ten million loan. Taking into consi- 
deration the expectation entertained of an 
early return of peace, and the importance of 
umiiitaimns, unimpaired the public credit, by 
sustaining the ,-rice of stock in the mean time : 
and also considering llie measure was sanction- 
ed by precedent, it wa« agreed to accept the 
loan 'with that condition. Had the sura to 
which the condition was annexed been reject- 
ed, the consequence would have been to re- 
duce the auronnt obtain d to less than 5 mil- 
lions, a sum altogether inadequate to the pnb- 



Proposalcs were again invited on the 224 
of August for a loan of six millions of dollars 
in further execution of the power contained 
in the act of the 24th March, for borrowing 
25 millions. The whole amount oflered wa* 
only $2,823,300, of which 100,000 dollars were 
at rates less than 80 per cent, and 2.213,000 
were at the rate of 80 dollars in money for 00 
dollars of 6 per cent, stock. The remaining 
sum of 510.300 dollars was offered at various 
rates from 80 to 88. Notwithstanding the re- 
duced rate at which the greater part of the 
above sum was proposed, yet a» the market 
price of stock hardly exceeded 80 per cent — 
as there was no prospect of obtaining >l»e mo- 
ney on better terms, and as it was indisj>ensa- 
ble for the public service, it »vns deemed ad- 
visable to accept the sums offered at tbat 
rate. Including the sums offered at rates 
more favourable to the Totted Slates, tbnii 
that here stated, the whole amount of the 
proposals accepted was 2,723.300 dollars i 
and a further sum of 207,000 dollars has been 
since accepted at the same rate : making tho 
whole amount taken of this loan, 2,9.40,3m 
dollars. 

The annexed papers under the letter C re- 
late to this loan. 

Some of the persons who originally made 
proi>osals for this loan, which were accepted, 
have since given notice that they could not 
carry their proposals into execution. The 
sums in relation to which this failure has ta- 
ken place amount t.» 410.000 dollars, and there 
can. therefore, be relied on for the proceeds 
of this loan, only 2.520.300. 

Moneys having been heretofore obtained by 
the ['nited Slates on loan in Europe, upon fa- 
vourable terms ; and the punctuality and 
fidelity with which they were repaid having 
established their credit there, on a firm and 
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respectable footing, It was determined, in 
«H>nscqnenee of thy difltctilties experienced in 
obtaining at home the wins requisite Tor 
the public service, to try the market in that 
quarter. To effect this pupose the requisite 
powers and instructions have been given for 
negotiating: a loan of six millions of dollars; as 
a furthei part of the loan of 25 millions au- 
thorized by tlie act of the 24th of March last; 
and in order to facilitate this object, sis per 
cent stock to that amount has teen consti- 
tuted and transmitted, with directions for its 
•ale, if that shall be found the roost advanta- 
geous mode of obtaining the money. The 
result, however, ef this experiment is not 
certain ; and the proceeds, m case it should 
be successful, will not probably borne into the 
treasury in the course of the present year. 
They cannot, therefore, be placed among the 
resources of the present year ; but as this sum 
forms a part of that which was authorized to 
be borrowed, and which will be necessary 
for the service, of the present year, further 
authority will be required from congress, for 
obtaining this sum by loan or otherwise , in 
which case the proceeds of the negotiation 
undertaken in Europe will be applicable to 
the service of tl»e ensuing year. 

With a view to avoid the inconvenient in- 
crease of stock in the market, and its conse- 
quent depreciation, an effort was made to ob- 
tain temporary loans from the banks by spe- 
cial contracts ; but the attempt was uot at- 
tended with success. 

The amount of treasury notes issued prior 
to the 1st of Julv last, under the act of the 
4th of March liM 4. was 1,30:;, 100 dollars. 
Those since issued, amount to 1,5 12.300 dol- 
lars. The annexed statement marked K 
$hows the particulars relating to these notes: 
and in the paper marked I), an account h gi- 
ven of tlio«c treasury notes issued under the 
act of the 2wth of February. 1813, which have 
uot been heretofore reported to congress. 

There are now in circulation near 8 mil- 
lions of dollars in treasury notes; of which, 
during the fourth quarter of the present year, 



I ving been already issued since the 1* of JiirjV 
treasury note* amounting to 1,500,000 dollars, 
and it being estimated that a further sum of 
$2,509,000 may be pat in circulation pre- 
viously to the end of the present year* the 
amount estimated to be derived, from this 
source during the third and fourth quarters of 
the year, will be 4,000,000 dollars. 

The means then, for meeting the demands 
upon the treasury during the last half of the 
present year, as uow ascertained, are estima- 
ted as follows: 

From the revenue, 4,540,000 
Loans wider the 23 million art, vix: 
Loao of 10 millions 1,800,000 
Loaii of 6 millions 2..j20,<>00 



-4,320,00* 



Treasury notes 



And leave still to be obtained 



9.100,000 
4,000,000 

13.100,000 
11,600,000 

24,320,<HH! 



The difficulties already experienced in ob- 
taining loans, and the terms on which it has" 
been found necessary to accept them, suffi- 
ciently show the propriety of congress adopt- 
ing effectives measures for procuring the sun* 
still require d for the service of the residue of 
the present, as well as for that of the eusuiug 
year. 

The suspension of payments in specie by 
many of the most considerable banks in the 
l r nited States, and of those most important in 
the money operations of the treasury, has 
produced, ami will stiH continue to cause dim- 
cullies and c m harass men ts in those opera- 
tions. The circulating medium of the country, 
which has consisted principally of bank notes 
is placed u (ton anew and uncertain footing; 



and those difficulties and embarrassments wiH 
extend in a greater or less degree into the pe- 
cuuiary operations of the citizens in gone- 1 
ral. The powers of congress, so far as they 
notes for more than four millions of dollars | extend, will be required to be exerted in pro- 
will become reimbursable. A part of them viding a remedy for these evils; audio pla- 



win become reimbursable. A pa 
may perhaps be replaced by new notes, but it 
is not believed that upon their present fooling, 
more than two millions ami a half of dollars 
can thus be replaced. This would still leave 
more than six millions of dollars of notes in 
circulation, whieh the experience of two years 
has shown to be nearly as large a sum, while 
the other circulating paper medium of the 
country remained unembarrassed, and main 
taincd itself m the public confidence, as can 
in their present shape be freely and easily 
circulated. Notes of a smaller denomination 
than those heretofore issued, have been pre- 
pared, and will probably, by passing into a 
more numerous and extensive class of the 
transactions of individuals, carry a 



pla 

cing, il practicable, the currency of the coun- 
try on a more uniform, certaiu and stable foot- 
ing. 

If further reliance must be had on loans.it 
is respectfully suggested, that additional in- 
ducements should be offered to capitalists to 
advance their money by a Hording so ample 
and unequivocal security for the regular pay- 
ment of the interest, and reimbursement of 
the principal of such loan* as may be obtain- 
ed. This may be effected by establishing an 
adequate revenue and pledging the same spe- 
cifically for that purpose. 

It is also submitted for the consideration of 
congress, whether treasury notes might not by 
angin^nting the rate of interest thev 
greater quantity into circulation. There ha- tbcar, and securing its payment as well as 
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♦SrcatnaT rpimfcnrsemrnt, by an adequate reve- 
nue pledged lor that purpose, be placed on a 
footing better calculated than at present to 
sustain their credit, encourage their circula- 
lion, and answer with more certainty the pur- 
poses of government. 

The estimates for the service of the year 
1815 have not yet been prepared. 

It is certain however, if the war continues, 
that a *nm will be required , at least equal 
to that demand for ihe present year ; and nn- 
di r the head of public debt, an addition*! sum 
sufficient li>r the payment of the interest on 
the loans mad*? in the mean time. 

By the plan of finance which was adopted 
at the commencement of the present war, 
this additional sum <vou!d be ail that would be 
required to be raised by new taxes dm ins; the 
year 1815, except what might be necessary lo 
make good a deficiency in any of tiie existing 
revenues. According to that plan of li- 
•nnce, the expenditures to be covered by the 
revenue during the year Id 15, would he as fol- 
lows : 

Expenses of the peace esta- 
blishment 7,000-000' 

Interest on the debt 
existing prior lo the war 1,900,900 

Interest on the debt 
contracted .since the war, 
including treasury notes, 
and including the inter- 
cut which will become 
payable during the year 
18*15, on debt contracted 
within that year 4000.000 

(7,500,000 



13.500,000 

The revenues as how established, are esti- 
ited to produce during the year 1315, the 
following sums, viz : 

Customs. While the whole navy of the ene- 
my is disposable for the interruption of our 
trade, this source of revenue cannot be very 
productive. From bonds which will be out 
Kia4idiug at the commencement of the year 
11. 5. and from the duties which wi'l accrue 
during that year, if estimated that thrre will 
|kj received mto the treasury i.tWHY.y.) 
. Salus of public lands 8JO,0OO 

lUcmui tlvtics. There will all brin-; 
their full amounts into ti:e Ireavmy 
during the year 181Vaod will, it is be- 
liuved, produce a net sum. of 2,700,000 

Arrears of direct tax of Hi 11, which 
will be received in KM5, €00,000 
Postage and other incidental re- 



ceipts 



100,000 



Total amount 

lo be provided 



8.200.000 
5v100,M»0 



13,500,000 
ling up this sum of 5,30»),<KW) 
dollars, a co»timiaoe« «f the dh-ex* tos wil!,.it >erve H*e» invieh>te. 



i«i believed, be necessary ; but at its present 
rate, it will not produce net to the treasury 
more than 2,600,000 dollars. 

In order to provide the remoining rum of 
2.700,000 dollars, as well ax such other sums a» 
may be deemed requisite for the objects here* 
in before suggested, it will be for congress to 
consider how far it would be expedient to in- 
crease this tax, as well as the present inter- 
nal duties, and also what new objects of tax- 
ation may for that purpose be most advanta- 
geously resorted to. 

But the plan of finance aljove referred to 
assumed as ono of the grounds upon which it 
dcpctided.that loans might be annually obtain- 
ed during the continuance of the war for the. 
amount of the extraordinary expenditures oc- 
casioned by it. The experience of the pre- 
sent year furnishes ground to doubt whether 
this be practicable, at least in the shapo in 
which loans have been hitherto attempted. 
Nor is it even certain that the establishing 
and pl»d*iiv^ of revenues adequate to the 
punctual payment of the interest and eventu- 
al reimbursement of the principal of the sums 
which will he required for the service of tint 
year 1815, would enable the treasury to obtain 
them tiirnu^h the medium of loans effected 
in the ordinary way. 

With this view ol* the fubjaet, it is respect- 
fully submit! :d whether it would not be expe- 
dient to exteud the provision* to be made for 
the service of the ensuing year beyond those 
contemplated inthis plr.n of finance, hitherto 
pursued for carrying on the war ; so as to pro- 
vide by means other than loam for at least a 
portion of the cx'mor.lir.ary expenditures oc- 
casioned thereby. This would have a tenden- 
cy to insure public confidence aud preserve and 
confirm public credit. 

The present state of our country, growing 
out of the unjjst policy of the enemy, as well 
as th? uu.isuat manner in which he prosecutes 
the war, calls for new and extraordinary exer- 
tions -n the part of the nation, and ihe means 
requisite to meet the expenditures which 
th-sc may occasion, ought to be provided. 

The resources of toe nut ion are not ex- 
hausted; i!>ey are ample, i;nd the occasion 

requites they should be brought into. full ac- 
tivity. 

The very expenditures w*>ieh render neces- 
sary the imposition of additional axes will 
themrelves have inrrcascd in tne cemmunity 
the ability ie> discharge them. 
The promptitudoaodche*rfulness with whicl* 
the present taxes* are paid, allurd the best 
pledges of thf; spirit wiih which the people will 
iueet such demands as the interest and Safety 
of the country may require. 

A people who have not only tasted, but en- 
joyed in their full extent, the blessing* of li- 
berty aud independence lor more than thir- 
ty years, cannot consider any sacrifices too 
creat Which are found iU'll,;? .nsable to pre- 
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Tbwc sacrifices, however, which may be de- 
manded by the present crisis in our affairs, will 
be of a temporary nature only : for while we 
may fairly calculate that with the termination 
of the present contest, the duration of which 
will be shortened in proportion to vigour and 
unanimity with which it is sustained on our 
par t, will cease the expenditures consequent on 
a state of war, and render no longer necessary 
a continuance of those extraordinary reve- 
nue* established to provide the supplies requi- 
site for that object : we may with equal con- 
fidence rely that the crowing revenue arising 
ljrom the commerce or a few prosperous years 
of peace, will be found sufficient to redeem the 
pledges which have been made to the public 
creditors, and thus relieve the peoplo from 
those burdens which times of danger and of 
<iilik-u!ties rendered indespcnsable. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

G. W. CAMl'iiKLL. 
Treasury Department, > 
S:pt. 23, 1S14 ( 



To the Patrons rf The Examiner resi- 
tting out of the city of New-York. 

The terms upon which this paper was 
orginally issued to you, will be strictly 
insisted on. The second year of the 
Examiner will commence on the Satur- 
day after the four hundred and six- 
teen pages, which constitute this volume, 
are completed ; and no paper will be sent 
to country subscribers, unless the price be 
advanced; which may be done by mail, 
postage paid, or to oue of our agents. — 
If this system be not adhered to, it will 
be impossible for me, to continue its pul>- 
lication, simply for lack of means. But 
let the subscribers to the Examiner do 
their duty, as they ought, and every effort 
of mine shall be exerted to rentier it va- 
luable. My support is now so strong, that 
I intend to devote my whole time and at- 
tention to it. 

%* For the greater convenience of the 
liberal and punctual patrbns of the Exa- 
miner, the following gentlemen are autho- 
rized to receive payments from present 
subscribers, as well as new subscriptions 
from she public at large. 

'"&TATR OP NEW-YORK. 

Albany, John Cook. Auburn, Joseph 



Colt. Bloomficld. Heman Norton. Bloom- 
in* Grove, Charles Baker. Brownville, 
Hoel Laurence. jCanandaizua, J. l>. 
Bem?s. Ccyuga, R. S. Morris. Essex, 
Henry H. Ross. Hudson, Frederic Fol- 
ger. Johnstown, David Rust. Kindir- 
hook, Vanderpoel .fc Beekman. Kingston, 
Abraham Myer. Lowrille, Isaac W. 
Bostwick. Lionstown, Henry Towar. 
Maxwell, William N.Luramis. Marccllu.% 
Cutter Leonard. Ncwbunrh, Nathaniel 
B. Boyd. Onondaga, Gordon Necdtnra. 
Ordcmburz, Nathan Ford. Oxford, Wil- 
liam iU. Price. Piltsford, A. G. Elliott. 
Powrhkccpsie, Philo RmcsIcs. Rhynbrck, 
Benjamin Price. Smith Town, Benjamm 

B. lilydenhorgh. Troy, Daniel Whiting, 
Watcrtown, Egbert Ten Eyck. 

TO THE EASTWARD OF NEW- 
YORK. 

Fairfi'ld, Con. Uriah Bulkier. Hart- 
ford, John Bennett. tynn % Mass. Z. At- 
well. Ncw-Hatren, Bacon & Lewis. — 
Providence, R. I. Nicholas Brown. Wor- 
cester, Mass. Daniel Waldo. 

TO THE SOUTHWARD OF NEW- 
YORK. 

Anrusta, Georgia, Gilbert Lonsstreet. 
Alexandria, District of Col. John Hookins. 
Allen's Fresh, Daniel Jenifer. Baltimore, 
Edward J. Cole. Chapel Hill, N. Caroli- 
na, Sneed & Caldwell. Edenton, N. C. 
William D. Lowther. Frcd-ricktown, Md. 
John Hanson Thomas. Georgetown, D. 

C. Robert Read. Lynchburg, Fa. Charles 
Johnston, Morristown, N. J. John Kin- 
ney. Newbcm, A r . C. John Stanley.— 
tfcw-Bntnswick, N. Jersey, John Dennis. 
Philadelphia^ Moses Thomas. Princess 
Ann, Md. Levin R. King. Raleisrh, iV". C. 
Alexander Lucas. Richtnond, Va. Tho- 
mas Taylor. Savannah, Geo. Charles 
Dunham. Snow Hill, Md. D. G. Rob- 
bins. St. Clements Bay, Md. Thomas 
Blackiston. Washington, Pcnn. Samuel 

Ci 



Digitized by Google 



THE EXAjJINEIS. 



M-:>I-\\)R!(, SJTURIJ1Y. (hriX)l'ER 1M 5. 



State ok partiks. — The senate of) 
We United States is composed of thirty- 
sis members, twofroin each stale. Astopo-j 
lili< .->, Hie senate as well as the house ol re- ; 
presentativeH,ruay. be properly divided into 
three classes, fulcra!, democratic and iiuL- 
prnfint. The latter term is intended to de- 
signate snrh BS belonging to the democratic 
party have, nevertheless, at various times 
disregarded (he smiles and frowns of the 
executive, and the Intemperance of I heir 
hot headed constituents, by voting inde- 
pendently, on high party matters, accord- 1 
ing to the dictates of their ow n judgments 
and consciences. 

Fed. Drm . Ind. 
New-Hampshire, 1 (vacancy) 

Mastacimsettt, l l 

Rhode- Island, 1 1 

Connecticut, 2 
Termoot, 2 
New-York, 1 l 

New-Jersey, 1 1 

Pniiisvlvania, 2 
Melaware, 2 
Maryland 1 l 

Virginia, 1 l 

North-Carolina, 1 1 

Pouth-Carohna, 1 l 

frleors;ia, 2 
Kentucky, 2 
Tennessee, 2 
Ohio. 2 
Louisiana, 2 



Rhode-Island, 
Nt w- Hampshire, 
Vermont, 
Ncvv-VoFk, 
Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Total, 

In the present congress these 
stand thus : — 
J Rhode-Island, 
. New-Hampshire, 
I Vermont. 
I New- York, 
Delaware, 
j lYuiisvlvani'a, 
.Maryland, 



Fed. Ucin, 
0 

e 

8 is 

2 
4 

5 4 



9 13 8 

The legislature of New-Hampshire be- 
ing now federal, a federalist will he ap- 
pointed to supply that vacancy. A fede- 
ralist will also be appointed in Maryland, 
making the state of parlies iii the senate, 
•f the uext-congrces, federal 1 1, democra- 
tic 13, independent 7. 

The home of representatives comisb? 
6f one hundred and eighty-two members. 
So that the whole number of senators and 
representatives amounts to two hundred 
and eighteen ; which is also the num'.erof 
the electors who arc to vote for prcsideni 
and vice-president. 

On the fourth of March next, the seats 
of the present representatives become va- 
cant. Elections have as yet been held in 
but few states, to supply those vacancies. 
As they occur they shall be regularly 
given. As far as returns are received, the 
Ksult is thus : — 



33 



2 
6 

16 
2 



29 



23 



27 



Nell federal gain thus fot t tight. 

The governors and legislatures of the 
following states are ascertained to be fe-^ 
deral for the next year : 

Rhode-Island ; Ncrv-Hampshirc ; Ver- 
mont ; Massac.kn.seUs ; and Maryland— 5. 

Since the destruction of Washington, 
and the failure of the public credit, which 
have disclosed the necessity of raising 
large bodies of men, and to impose a tax- 
ation, under which it is foreseen tha IfcuV 
poor country will hardly be abb; \o •♦ag- 
ger, the changes of public sontiment have 
Iteen astonishing* as displayed in the elec- 
tions. In Maryland, the federal majority 
in the lower house is more than double- 
being Ihirty-t iicfd. Even in Baltimore) 
city and county there Is a federal gain 
since the last trial of strength there, of 
3410! in the district of which Philadel- 
phia is part, four members of congress 
are elected in the room of democrats, by 
triumphant majorities. 

Accounts from Philadelphia city and 
county, Delaware, Chester, and Rcrks 
counties, give Isaac Wayne, the federal 
candidate for governor, a majority of about 
1700, making a federal gain of probably 
3000, in those couuties alone. It is not 
improbable that Mr. Wayne is elected. 

From New-Jersey, the uccounls are, 
that the legislature ami governor will be 
federal. It is feared however, that the, 
eoiijrcss ticket will be democ talis, 
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Boston*, Oct. C, 1014.— The legislature of 
Massachusetts met jtesterday, according to 
his excellency's proclamation, at the state 
house, and baring formed a quorum of the 
two branches, his excellency the governor im- 
mediately communicated a writtcu message, 
accompanied with sundry documents requiring 
the attention of the legislature. The mes- 
sage we are enabled to subjoin. The docu- 
ments, we understand, relate principally to 
the military affairs of Maine : and to the li- 
beral offers of Hhode-lsland of assistance in 
case of iuvasion. There ts one other docu- 
ment which merits notice, as it will probably 
excite the party feelings of the legislature ; 
it is this, that Mr. Monroe informed Governor 
Strong, that as the troops of Massachusetts are 
not placed under the control of continental 
or regular oSicers. the state must be respon- 
sible for their pay and rations. This is what 
we expected, maugrc all the protestations of 
the Chronicle or Patriot writers. Mould be 
amp! " fed, paid and armed by tins national 
government." 

MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Gentlemen of ike If owe of Representatives, 

Since your lato adjournment such import- 
ant changes have taken place in the state of 
our public affairs, and the irar in which we 
have been unhappily involved has assumed an 
aspect so threatening and destmctive, that 
the council unanimously concurred with me in 
the opinion, that an extraordinary meeting of 
the legislature was indispensable. 

At different times, and for short periods 
Rome of the troops of the United States had 
been stationed within this* commonwealth; 
but most of them having been withdrawn for 
the purpose of aiding in the operations against 
Canada, it was Ibuud necessary in the course 
of the late session of the general court and 
aftcrmards, to call out a number for the pro- 
tection of the most exposed places on our 
inariLime frouticr, and to furnish their inhabi- 
tants w/th such other means fur defence us 
the circumstances of the stale would autho- 
rize. 

Brigadier General Cushing, while he was 
superiutendant of this military district, in- 
formed me that he expected an order from the 
president of the l/nitcd States to request a 
detachment from the militia of this common- j 
wealth for the defence of the sea coast, and 
particularly of this town ; and stated that the 
number of the United States' troops iu the 
two forts in this harbour was not more than 
sufficient to man one of them. He proposed 
that one of the forts should be occupied by 
the militia, and agreed that when called out 
they should be subject to the command of uo 
officer of the United States army, except the 
snperintendant of this military district. 
Though it was supposed that in ordiuary 
eases the militia were not liable by the con- 
stitution to do garrison daty Jn the forts of 



the United States, yet as the defence, ef thitf 
town was a primary object with the govern* . 
ment of the state, and we possessed no other* 
means of strengthening the forts at the en- 
trance of the harbour, I agreed that the pro- 
posed detachment should be made upon the* 
terms before me ntioned. 

After I had left Boston, I received a letter 
from Major General Dearborn, who bad suc- 
ceeded Gen. Cushing as superiutendant of 
this military district, dated on the 8th of July, 
in which by order of the president he request- 
ed me to detach eleven hundred of the mili- 
tia to occupy the forts in the harbour of Bos- 
ton and other points on the sea coast of the 
state. I immediately wrote to the adjutant 
genera), requesting him, if he could make 
such arrangements with General Dearborn as 
had been proposed by Gen. Cusbing, to issue 
the necessary order making the detachment. 
A general order was accordingly issued for 
that purpose on the 18th of July. 

On the 4th of September 1 received a let- 
ter of that date from Gen. Dearborn statiug 
that be had received information of the ene- 
my's having taken possession of Castinc with 
a toriuhlable force, and that it was not impro- 
bable his views might extend to our principal 
towns on the sea coast, and requesting me to 
order out for the service of the United States 
two thousand infantry and two hundred ar- 
tillery of the militia of this state, exclusive 
of the town of Boston, for the defence of 
this harbour, town and vicinity ; and the same 
numbers for the defence of Portland and its 
vicinity, and the seaboard between Kenne- 
bec!; and Penobscot Rivers; and two hundred 
infautry and fifty artillery from Kittcry, Ber- 
wick and York, to aid in the defence of the 
harbour and the public ships in the harbour 
of Portsmouth. But such objections and com- 
plaints had ariseu in executing the general 
order of the 18th of July, aud the whole num- 
ber proposed to be called out was so great, 
that the council, whose attention was request- 
ed to this subject, unanimously advised me to 
issue the general order of the 6th of Septem- 
ber, and to place the detachment, made by 
virtue of it, under the immediate command 
of a major general of the militia. The ala- 
crity with which this and other similar orders 
were obeyed, has been highly honourable to 
the militia of this state. Measures were also 
taken to call out for the jirotectiou of the 
towns on the sea coast iu the District of 
Maine, a part of the militia of that district. 
1 immediately addressed a letter to Mr. Mon- 
roe, the acting secretary of war. inclosing the 
last meutioued general order, and requesting 
to be informed whether the expenses thus 
necessarily incurred tor our protection would 
lie ultimately reimbursed to this state by 
the United States. A copy of this letter 
and the secretary's answer to it, and of the 
general order of September the Cth, with 
buch official iwoimalion as ! have 
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concerning *ho capture of Bastport and Cas- 
ting and other hostile events which have 
taken place in the ca<tem part of the slate 
since the capture of East port, and also a let- 
ter from the governor of Rhode-Islam] and the 
reply to it, will he laid before you by the se- 
cretary. 

In the defensive measure* which have been 
Adopted, and which for the most part have 
been under the immediate direction of the 
- commissioners for the defence of t he sea coast, 
we have been solicitous to avoid unnecessary 
expense. But the apprehensions of an at- 
tack on every part of our coast, and the press- 
ing calls for the means of defence from the 
exposed towns through an extent of five or six 
hundred miles, have made it necessary to call 
out a greater number of our militia than have 
been in service at any former period. It is 
un obvious reflection that the limited sources 
of revenue which the state has retained in its 
own power bear no proportion to the expense* 
hereby incurred, and if those efforts are 
inocJt longer required, the state will find it 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to pro- 
vide even in the first instance for the requi- 
site expenditures. 

By a law of congress passed at their late 
Session, it is enacted, that in addition to the 
officers of the militia which had before been 
provided for, there shall he to each division, 
una division Inspector, and one div ision quar- 
ter master, and to each brigade, one aid -de- 
camp. But no provision has been made di- 
recting the manner in which those ofScers 
shall be appointed. 

The situation of this state is peculiarly dan- 
gerous and perplexing. We have been led by 
the terms of the constitution to rely on the 
government of the union to provide lor our do- 
fence. We have resigned to that government 
the revenues of the state wjth the expecta- 
tion that this object would not be neglected. 
But the government has declared war against 
the most powerful maritime nation, whose 
fleet can approach every seetiou of our ex- 
tended sea coast, and we are disappointed in 
our expectations of national defence. But 
though we may be convinced that the war in 
its comintuceme.it was unnecessary and un- 
just, and has been prosecuted without any 
useful or practicable object against the inha- 
bitant* of Canada, while our sea coast has 
been left almost defenceless ; and though in a 
war thus commenced wo may have declined 
to afford our voluntary aid to any offensive 
operations ; yet I presume there will he tio 
doubt of our right to defend our dwellings and 
possessions against any hostile attack by 
which their destruction is matured. Let us 
then, relying on the support an;! direction of 
providence, unite in such measures for our 
safety, as the times demand, and tho princi- 
ples of justice and the law of self preservation 
Will justify. To your wisdom and patriotitn 

th* tote/usa pj' th^ statu art) a****.*, wul 



the more valuable tSose Interests are the 
more solicitous you will be to giurd and pre* 
serve them. 

CALEB STRONG. 



TRIT'MPHS- OF DEMOCRACY. 
If we may jndge from the conduct of thb 
democrats, the distressing mode of warfare 
adopted by our enemy on the coast. Is far 
from being to them a cause of regret. On tho 
contrary, it affords them nothing but exulta- 
tion and triumph. In the first place, they flat- 
ter themselves, that it will bring all the peo- 
ple to unite heartily in supporting the war- 
that amidst the bustle of fireparation, the 
emulation of courage and patriotism, and the 
excitement of a common dangerTThc origin ot 
our sufferings will be forgotten — that while 
nothing is seen but the necessity of union and 
energy, the administration will become popu- 
lar, and regain that confidence it has so de- 
servedly forfeited. " .Massachusetts is up, and 
the union is safe," exclaims a late southern 
writer. That is, in other words, •» now may 
we securely go on to the accomplishment of 
our favourite plans. The opposition wo 
dreaded is at an end. We have nothing to 
fear from Massachusetts, engaged as she is in 
the urgent business of defence." Here, how* 
ever, we trust, they deceive themselves. 
Massachusetts will not abandon her constitu- 
tional rights, nor suffer the ruinous policv of 
the administration to pass into oblivion, 'be- 
cause she now takes up arms to guard her soil 
from Invasion. 

In the mxt place, they think, it is now de- 
monst rated, that all they said about the joy of 
the federalists at the overthrew of Bonaparto 
was well founded. They are not sorry that 
the federalists should be chastised for the 
heinous political sin, which they then com- 
mitted. " Now, say they, yon feel the effect* 
of that change, which you then thought so 
pLaxant. Did wo not tell you, that England 
would by the pacification of Europe, be ena- 
bled to bring destruction to our very doors? 
That all her fjfees released from the work of 
devastation on the couth urn t, would be in- 
stantly turned against us? Yet you exulted; 
you c.Jled it " the deliverance of Europe"— 
" the emancipation of the world." Carets* 
of its effects i:;>on your own er.t.ntry, you min- 
gled your shouts with Ciose of an enemy, 
from whom we had every thing to dread. 
Behold the sequel nnd blush." 

It would be cruel to rob the advocates of 
the war of t!ic poor cnnsolatinu they derive, 
from this way of talking. In pity's name, 
" let the m rr.il on." But we cannot forbear 
remarking, that the sti?.le of things, they de- 
scribe, is precisely tint which the federalists 
with aeLi.jg hearts foretold at the beginning 
of the war." It U no new or unexpected eu;.i* 
mity, but the necessary eo.-Mqm^ee of lite 
measures pursued by our c:overm:»< ut. Grv it 
Wffcrer, and &eri*a> ;xi ii p.s, ni'itfl*r t*u at,tr> 
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a) suffering, nor the danger, i* to be compared \ they can send into Canada. How plain it ft 



with what werr ly to be apprehended 
fr in a continuance of the French despotism. 
The attacks of our enemy we have strength 
enough, thank heaven, to repel. The evils tiicy 
produce can he temporary. Bui the power 
of the French tyrant threatened death to our 
Jihcrty and peace. Subtle and insinuating in 
policy, a"! it was resistless in force, no art 
could evade, no strength withstand it. It 
palsied, ere it struck the miserable victim of 
its ambition. 

It i< a third source of gratification to the 
democrats, that the appearance of «o large a 
ft: ice upon the coast furnishes new and very 
plausible ground for defending their favourite 
plan of carrying the war into Canada. Many 
of their prints have advanced this idea with 
an apparent confidence f its obtaining the 
a- H tit of all parties. We shall not ire only 
one fu a late Richmond I nquirer, one of the 
n;o-t respectable papers, of that party. a|>- 
p' ;ircd an article, evidently written by no 
ordinary hand, in which the writer thus ex- 
presses himself:—" But the hest means of de- 
fending our towns on the seaboard, into curry 
1h< war into the enemy'* country" — " That the 
enemy would despatch their troops to the de- 
fence of Canada, we can have no doubt, when 
w« recollect the interest which they have in 
that quarter, the fur trade, the influence 
which they would maintain over the minds of 
th«' Indians, the slender ties which they have 
to the allegiance of the Cauadians themselves, 
fl • wounds which their pride would receive 
from the loss of their provinces." 

Now. all this may he very good reasoning, but 
the misfortune of it is, that at this game two can 
flay. It will serve our enemy's purpose at 
least as well, and we apprehend a little bet- 
. ter than our own. Our democratic friends for 
instance, reason thus — »• The coast is to be 
do 'ended. Ten or fifteen thousand men, in 
consequence of the uncertainty where they 
will strike, will keep that whole coast in 
alarm, and employ NX),000 men to defend it. ( 



then that Canada is to be defended by keep- 
ing always a respectable body of troops ac- 
tively engaged in attacking place after place 
upon the seaboard." 

It is only necessary to state clearly litis 
reasoning of the democrats to show how ab- 
solutely absurd it is. Our enemy is to he 
subdued by running with ail our might to fall 
upon a few hovels in a cold a.id barren pro- 
vince, while we leave all our commercial es- 
tablishments, our magnificent cities, the ship- 
ping of the north, and the rich produce of the 
sooth, exposed to any d<»predat ions he may 
think proper to commit with a fleet that 
commands the ocean! — For it should be ob- 
served, that it is proposed to employ in this 
invasion not an army like that we now have, 
but one raised in some other and more effec- 
tual mode, to consist of forty or fifty thousand, 
men. 



From the New- York ITerald. 
British opinions respecting American F<\1e- 
ralhts. The following artirlc we have copied 
from the Acadian Recorder, a pure English pa- 
per without any American feeli^ about it, 
and which undoubtedly speaks the sentiment* 
of tin? British naval and military officers who 
support it. For the informal ion of the public, 
it may not be amiss to in form them, that all 
the papers of Halifax, rxcv\ t the Recorder, 
are published by natives of America, men, 
who though true to their king and country, yet 
have no particular enmity lo the people of the 
I'nited Stales. The editors of those paperi 
do not indulge in phillippies against this coun- 
try, as they are undoubtedly looking forward 
to a peace between the two nations on reet- 
proeal terms. But it is to the Recorder we 
are to look for real English sentiments, and 
underneath we have them. It will l»e lu re 
seen, that it is the federalists, such federalists 
as Governor Strong and his patriotic support- 
ers, that the English dread : and that it h not 
ciieTalt^f Vhe'se^ent'to mncn t,WJ ar,,,K of «>« Moralists that they 

the ten or fifteen thousand to go there to op- j ,par ' ^ ll » s ,heir 00rrert principles. » Ma- 
pose them. Thus our coast will be defended d,sou aml ms democrats," says the writer, 
cheaper and better, in C anada, than on the | " a « ! unwittingly our frn nds-and a change 
coa*t itself." Now we will leave it to thel t,,at ww,w place a Strong in the presidents 
democrats themselves, whether the English 'chair, would be the greatest evil we could ex- 
may not reason quite as conclusive, thus — 
•* Canada is to be defended. If we go there 



perience." This Governor Strong, and the 
majority of the a sembly of Massachti setts, 
are the men which our democrats are eont inu- 
ally bran.liin with the epithets of torics and 
enemies to their country ; and .Madison, whom 
this British writer calls his friend, paid fifty 
thousand dollars for the purpose of proving 



to deft-nd it, we must keep on foot a force 
equal to the Americans. But the Americans 
have a great extent of sea coast, easily assail- 
able, and containing cities aud towns of infi- 
nitely greater importance to them, than Ca- 
nada can be to us. That they will recall their . tnesc Ut * n traitors. 
triHips lo defend their rich capitals, nv con have I From the Acadian Recorder, (Halifax.) 
no dovht, for ihey are of far too great value to The avidity of searching after, and the plea- 
be abandoned to destruction and plunder. | sure people take in reading the speeches of 
Now we can keep employed there, with half j Governor Strong with the federal an«wer>. i« 
the troops that would be necessary to oppose alarming. No publieation that ever issued 
tbem in Canada, twice as great a force as any \ from the American press has so fatal a tenUt-n- 
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rj; the lansua?c and sentiments are excel- icumstances under which the war was declared, 
lent ; from thence arises the danger ; for the and has been prosecuted, art vi wed in eon- 

nectiou with the uller neglect of the ordina- 
ry preparation for such a state ; the inference 
is fairly warranted, that the American cii i- 
net intended no other meant of defence r 
this state, hut such as a brave and tree people 
would feci themselves impelled to make, by 



JEUiglisli reader, finding principles so just, so 
consonant with his own, swallows the poison, 
nnd dreams that this man, his senate and 
house of assembly, are friends to Britain — uo- 
thing is more erroneous — Madison aod his de- 
mocrats arc unwiitiugly our friends — and a 
change that would place a Strong in the pre- 
cidetit's chair, would be the " ri - itest evil we 
could experience ; not so n nch from an in- 
crease of force or talents, a fr «.n the federal 
mania, which has bewildered our head and pa- 
rahzcMi our arm. Have we forgotten that 



their own sense of danger and love of coun- 
try. That it telied upon the passion* aim «uf- 
fei ings. incident to a state of war, to over- 
come the repugnance so universally fell by 
our citizens to the unjust and ruinous com* >t; 
and to leave them at liberty to drain our i-o- 



lio-ton wa^ the " cradli of rebellion" — can we [pnlati n and our treasures for the prosi t n 'H 



litiag n." the people of Massachusetts have re- 
pented of their evil deeds ? Listen to the 
wo ds of their honourable senate: *• Our na- 
tional rulers, and the world well know, that 
the sons of* Massachusetts, the legitimate de- 
scendants of those who achieved our indepen- 
dence and founded the American repulAic, are 
not regardless of the rights, the honour, or the 
interests of the nation." 



Cmmnonwralth cf Massachusetts. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday, October 8, 1814. 
The committee to whom was referred the 
message of his excellency, with the docu- 
ments accompanying the same, respectfully 
report, in part, 

That the ruinous war, declared against 
Great-Britain, has assumed an aspect of great 
and immediate danger to this commonwealth. 
The persiv.ring invasion of Canada has at 
length produced as by natural consequence, 
the invasion of our Atlantic frontier, at;d ri- 
ver towns. A portion of the territory of this 
state is already in the actual occupation of the 
enemy ; and the sea coast, in all such parts as 
may be deemed assailable, is oj>enly me- 
naced with desolation To defend our koil, 
and to repel the invader, no force or means, 
bearing auv proportion to the emergen- 
cy, l»ve been provided by the national go- 
vernment. It was justly to have been ex- 

Jiected, that, before hostilities were provoked, 
rom a formidable enemy, or, at least that, at 
some period subsequent to their commence- 
ment, means ol defence and protection would 
have been afforded to a sea coast so extended, 
and so exposed to the ravages of an enemy, 
as that of Massachusetts, "tint events forbid 
a reliance on any such expectation. The 
principal part of the regular force raised, or 
at at any time quartered, in this state, has 
been withdrawn for the war on the Canada 
border. The fortifications, until lately 
strengthened by the exertions of ourownciti 



of their favourite enterprises. Rut when Uo 
commonwealth was found to be in dant» r of 
invasion, the people have not panned, to ■■ n« 
sider the motives or o yects of their nu'.ienal 
rulers, in leaving them defenceless ;'but al the 
summons of their governor, they have n pair- 
ed to the standard of their country, wit-, a 
zeal and alacrity which demon liiile. thai ti;e 
principles which unite men of every class uid 
description in the determination to cumpie: or 
die in its defence, are not enfeebled by o:ir 
party divisions. Thousands of brave and 
hardy yeomanrv,. composing a part of a well 
providt d and well discplined militia, have 
hastened to the post of danger, and thousands 
are ready to follow, at a moment's warning. 
The most liberal and effectual aid has b. en 
afforded iu erecting forts and batteries ; and 
but one spirit animates the whole mass of our 
citizens, with the invincible resolution of de- 
fending their native land against the incur- 
sions of an enemy, who has not discriminated 
between those who have anxiously sought 
peace, and those who have wantonly provok- 
ed the war. It is, however, a fact not to be 
disguised, that while the people of this state, 
with the blessing of heaven, have confidence 
in the sufficiency of tbeir resources for de- 
fending their own soil, if applied exclusively 
to this object, yet, they cannot be supposed 
equ.il to this, and also competent to respond 
to the heavy and increasing demands of the 
national government. 

The state of the national treasury, as exhi- 
bited by the proper officer, requires an aug- 
mentation of existing taxes ; and if, in addi- 
tion to these, the people of Massachusetts, 
deprived of their commerce, and harrassed 
by a formidable enemy, are compelled to pro- 
vide for the indispensable duty of self de- 
fence, it must soon become impossible lor 
them to sustain this burden. There re- 
mains to them therefore no alternative but 
submission to the enemy, or the control of 
tbeir own resources, to repel his aggressions. 
It is impossible to hesitate iu making the 
election. This people are not ready for con- 
But being ready and 



xen'!, were essentially defective ; and the navy quest or submission 

in a situation calculated to invite, rather than determined to defend themselves, and having 
repel aggression ; and to require protection, J no other prospect of adequate means of de- 
inster.d of affording it. indeed, when the err- 1 fence, they have the greatest need of those 
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curing tbc rights and interests of both nations, 
should unite them by lasting bonds of amity. 

The British commissioners then stated the 
following subjects, as those upon which it ap- 
peared to them that the discussions would be 
likely to turn, and on which they were in- 
structed. 

1. The forcible seizure of mariners on board 
of merchant vessels, and in connection with 
it, the claim of his Britannic Majesty to the 
allegiance of all the native subjects oi Grcat- 
lirilain. 

We understood them to intimate, that the 
British government did not propose this point 
as one which they were particularly desirous 
«f discussing; but that, as it had occupied «o 
proirinent a place in the disputes between the 
two countries, it necessarily attracted notice, 
aud was considered as a subject which would 
come under discussion. 

2. The Indian allies of Great-Britain to be 
Included in the pacification, and a definite 
boundary to be settled for their territory. 

The British commissioners stated, that an 
arrangement upon Ibis point was a sine, qua 
sum : that they were not authorised to con- 
clude a treaty of peace which did not include 
the Indians, as allies of his Britannic Jiajesty ; 
and that the establishment of a definite Ihiiiii- 
dary ol the Indian territory, was neces ary to 
secure a permanent peace, not only with the 
Indians, but also between the United Mates 
and Great-Britain. 

2. A revision of the boundary line between 
tbc United Stales and the adjacent British co- 
lonies. 

With respect to this point, they expressly 
disclaimed any intention on the part of their 
government, to acquire an increase of territo- 
ry, and represented the proposed revision, as 
intended merely for the purpose of preventing 
uncertainty and dispute 

After having stated these three points, a* 
subjects of discussion, the Brit ish commission- 
ers added, that before they desired any answer 
from us. they felt it incumbent upon them to 
deelare, that the Britith government did not 
denj the right of the Americans to the fish- 
cries generally, or in the open sea* ; but that 
the privileges, formerly granted by treaty to 
the United Mates. of fishing within the limits 
of the British jurisdiction, and of landing aud 
drying fish on the she res of the British terri- 
tories, nou Id not be renewed without an equi- 
valent. 

The extent of what was considered by them 
as waters peculiarly British, was not stated. 
From the maimer in which they brought this 
subject into view, they seemed to wish us to 
Understand that they were not anxious that it 
should be discussed, and that they only intend- 
ed to give us notice that these privileges had 
ceased to exist, and would not be again grant- 
ed without an equivalent, nor unless we 
thought proper to provide expressly in the 
treaty of peace for their renewal. 



The British commissioners having stated, 
that these were ail the subjects which they 
intended to bring forward or to snggest, re- 
quested to be informed, whether we were in- 
structed to enter into negotiation on these se- 
veral points? and whether there was any 
amongst these which we thought it necessary 
to bring into the negotiation ? and they de-ired 
us to stale, on our part, such other subjects as 
we might intend to propose for discussion in, 
the course of the negotiation. The meeting 
was then adjourned to the next day, .n order 
to afford u< the opportunity of consultation 
among ourselves, before we gave an answer. 

In the course of the evening of the <ame 
day. we received your letters of the -5th and 
:27th of June. 

There could be no hesitation on our part, 
in informing the British eomuii-sion.Ts. that 
we were not instructed on the subject* of fu- 
dian pacification or boundaries. Nor did it 
seem probable, although neither of these 
points had Im-cii stated with sufficient preci- 
sion in their first verbal conference, that they 
would be admitted in any shape. We did n >t 
wish, however, to prejudge the result, or by 
any hasty proceeding abruptly to break off the 
negotiation. Jt was not impossible, that, oii 
the suijet of the Indians the Bri ish got rn« 
incut had received errou^ons impressions Irom 
the liidinn traders in v auada. which our re- 
presentations might remove: And it appear-, 
ed. at all events, Important to ascertain dis- 
tinctly the prec ise intentions of Great-Britain 
on both points. »'■ e, then tore, thought it ad- 
visable to invite the Br tish commissioners 
to a general conversation on all the points; 
stating to them, at the same time, our want 
of instructions mi two of them, and holding 
out no expectation of the probability of our* 
not agreeing to any article respecting them. 

At our meeting on the ensuing day we in- 
formed the British commis*ioiiv rs, that upon 
the first aud third points proposed by them, 
we were provided with instructions, and we 
presented as further subjects considered by 
our government as suitable for discussion : 

1st. A definition of blockade ; and as far as 
might be mutually agreed on, of other neutral 
ai|d bel'igeraiit risjbls. 

id. Maims of iieJemnity in certain cases of 
capture aud seisuro. 

We then slated, that the two subjects, 1st, 
of Indian pacification, and boundary, and 2d of 
fisheries, were not embraced by our instruc- 
tion*. 

We observed, that as these points had not 
been heretofore the grounds of any controver- 
sy between the government of Great-Britain 
and that of the United Mates, and had not 
been alluded to by Lord Castlereagh. in his 
letter proposing the negotiation, it could not 
lie expected, that they should have been anti- 
cipated and made the subject of instruction? 
by our government : that it was natural tr. be 
Mipposcd, that our instructions were confined 
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to those subjects upoo which differences be- 
tween the two countries were known to «-x- 
}st ; ami that the proposition to define, in a 
treaty between the United Static and Grcat- 
Briiain, the boundary of the Indian posses- 
sions within our territories, was new and with- 
out example. No Mich provision had foe«'ti 
iiis(>rted in the treaty of peace in 17IJ3. nor in 
any other treaty between the t -o countries. 
JVo such provision had, to our knowledge, ever 
been inserted in any treaty made -by Great- 
Britain, or any other European power, in re- 
lati n to th:"*ame d'-scriptiou of people. ex 
isting under like circumstances. We would 
6iy, liowcver, that peace with the Indians, 
would certainly follow a peace with Great - 
Britain; that we ba<l information that com- 
missioners had already been appointed to 
treat with them ; that a treaty to that effect, 
plight perhaps, have been already concluded : 
and that the Tinted States having no int rest, 
nor any motive, to continue a separate war 
against the Indians, there could never he a 
moment when our government would not be 
disposed to make pcaee with them. 



We thru exi 



ir wish, to receive from 



the British commissioners a statement of the 



points which had been stated, we could ex- 
pect it would terminate by some provi ional 
arrangement on the points on which we had 
no Instruction*, particularly on that respect- 
ins the Indians, which arrangement would he 
sul ject to the ratification of our government ? 

We answered Miat. before the subjects w. re 
distinctly understood, and the objects in view 
more precisely disclosed, we could not decide, 
whether it would be possible to form any <a- 
tisfaelory article on the snbjeet ; nor pledge 
ourselves as to the e\- rrjsnof a discretion uu- 
der our powers, even «vith respect to a provi- 
sional agreement. We ad..ed. thai as wo 
should deeply deplore a rupture of the m go-: 
tiation on any |K>iut, it was our anxiou> de- 
sire to employ all possible means to avert an 
event so serious in it* < ou-e^juv u ■ . -s ; and i.'.at 
we had not been withottt hopes, that a discus- 
sion might correct the -df-ct of any erroneous 
information which tue Unii»li gnvcrnui nt 
might have received on tie- subject, which 
they had proposed as a preliminary basis. 

We took this opjMiri unity to remark, that 
no nation observed a policy more liberal and 
humane towards the Indians than that pur- 
sued by the United >tates; that our object 



views and objects of Great Britain upon all had been by all practicable means, to intro- 



tlie points, and our willingness to discuss them 
all, in order that, even if no arrangement 
should be agreed on, upon the points not in 
eluded in our instructions, the government of 
the United States might be possessed ol" the 
entire and precise intentions of that of Great- 
Britain, and that the British government 
might bp fully informed of the objections, on 
the part of the United States, to any such ar- 
rangement. 

In answer to our remark, that these points 
had not been alluded to by liord Castlereagh, 
in Ins letter proposing the negotiation, it was 
fcai I, that it could not be expected, that, in a 
letter merely intended to invite a negotiation, 
he should enumerate the topics of discussion, 
or state the pretensions of bis government ; 
since these would depend upon ulterior events, 
and might arise out of a subsequent state of 
things. 



duce civilization amongst them ; that their 
possessions were sernre to them by well de- 
lined boundaries ; that their persons, lands and 
other property, were now more effectually 
protected against violence 01 frauds from any 
quarter, than they had becu under any former 
government; that even our citizens were not 
allowed to purchase their lands; that when 
they gave up their title to any portion of their 
country to the United States', it was by volun- 
tary treaty with our government, who gave 
them a satisfactory equivalent-, and that 
through these means the United States had 
succeeded in preserving since the tr aty of 
Greenville, of 179. r », an uninterrupted peace 
of 16 years, with all the Indian irilR's; a pe- 
riod of tranquillity much longer than they 
were known to have enjoyed herctolbro. 

It was then expressly stated on our part, 
the proposition respecting the Indians, was 



In reply to our observation, that the pro- not distinctly understood. We asked whether 



posed stipulation of au Indian boundary was 
without example in the practice of European 
nations, it was asserted, that the Indians must 
iu some sort be considered as an independent 
people, since treaties were made with them, 
both by Great-Britain and the United States; 



the pacification, and the settlement of a Imun- 
dary for them were both made a tine qua mm? 
Which was answered in the affirmative. The 
question was then asked the British commis- 
sioners, whether the pro|K>sed Indian boundary 
was intended to preclude the I'nited Slates 



ii|H>n which we pointed out the obvious and 1 from the right of purchasing by treaty, from 
important difference between the treaties we| the Indians, without the c iccnt of Great- 
might make with the Indians, living in our Britain, lands lying beyond that boundary ? 
territory, and such a treaty as was proposed Ami as a restriction upon the Indians from 
to be made, respecting them, with a foreign ; selling by amicable trcates, hinds to the 
power, who had solemuly acknowledged the i United States, as had been hitherto practised? 
territory on which they resided, to be part of ] To this question, it was answered l y one, 
the United States. ! of the commissioners, that the Indians would 

Wc were then asked by the British com- ; not be restricted from purchasing them ; and 
missioners, whether, in ease they should enter on reflection another of the commissioners 
further opon Uio discussion* of the aovcral | stated, that it was intended that the Indian 
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territories should be a barrier between the 
British dominions and those of the United 
States; that both Great-Britain and the 
United States, should he restricted from pur- 
chasing their lands; but the Indians might 
•ell tbetn to a third party. 

The proposition respecting the Indian 
boundary thus explained, and connected with 
the right of sovereignty ascribed to the In- 
dians over the country, amounted to nothing 
less than a demaud of the absolute cession of* 
the rights both of sovereignty and of soil. 
We caunot abstain from remarking to yon, 
that the sobject (of Indian boundary) was in- 
distinctly stated when first proposed, and that 
the explanations were at first obscure and al- 
ways given with reluctance. And it was de- 
cla red from the first moment, to be a sine qua 
nun, rendering any discussion unprofitable un- 
til it was admitted as a basis. Knowing that 
we bad no power to cede to the Indians any 
part of our territory, we thought it unneces- 
sary to ask, what probably would not have 
been answered till the principle was admitted, 
whether the line of demarkation of the Indi- 
an country was projK>sed to be established. 

The British commissioners, alter having re- 
peated that their instruct ion's on the subject 
of the Iudiins were peremptory, stated that 



which renders it mncb more explicit than 
stated, cither in the first conference or in 
their proposed draught of the protocol. They 
also objected to the insertion of the fact, that 
they had proposed to adjourn the conferences 
until they could obtain further instructions 
from their government. The return of thtir 
messenger may, perhaps, disclose the motive 
of their reluctance in that respect. 

We have the honour to be, very respect- 
fully, air, your bumble and obedient servants. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYAttD, 
H. CLAY. 
JONA. RUSSELL. 

PROTOCOL OF CONFERENCE. 

August 8tb, 18!!. 
The British and American commissioner* 
having met, their full power* were respec- 
tively produced, which were found satitfacto* 
ry, and copies thereof were exchanged. 
" The British commissioners stated the fol- 
lowing subjects as those upon which it appear- 
ed to them that the discussion'; between them- 
selves and the American commissioners, would 
be likely to turn. 

1. The forcible seizure of marines from on 
(ward merchant ships on the high seas, and 



artless we could give some assurance, that our in connection wtth it the right of the king of 
power* would allow us to make at least a pro- Great-Britaiu to the allegiance of all hi* na- 
visicHnl arrangement on the subject, any fur- j tive subjects, 
ther discussion would be fruitless, and that 
they must consult their own government on 



this state of things. They proposed accord- 
ingly a suspension of the conferences, until 
they should have received an answer, it being 
understood that each party might call a meet- 
ing whenever they had any proposition to 
wjbmit. They despatched a special messen- 
ger the same evening, aud wc arc now wailing 
the result. 

Before the proposed adjournment took 
place, it was agreed, that there should be a 
protocol of the conferences : that a statement 
thonld for that purpose be drawn up by each 
party, and that we thou Id meet the next day 
to compare the statements. We accordingly 
met again on Wednesday the 10th inst. and 
ultimately agreed upon what should consti- 
tute the protocol of the conferences. A copy 
of this instrument wc have the honour to 
transmit with this despatch ; and we also en- 
close a copy of the statement originally 
drawn up on cur part, for the pur|x>se of mak- 
ing known to you the passages to which the 
British commissioners objected. 

Tlteir objection to fome of the passages 
was, that they appeared to be argumentative, 
and that the* object of the protocol was to 
contain a mere statement of facts. They 
however objected to the insertion of the an- 
swer which they had glv>.n to our question re- 
specting the effect of the proposed Indian 
boundary ; but they agreed to an alteration 
of thci/oiigiual prbjp>»iiioa on that subject, 



2. That th* peace be extended to the In- 
dian allies of Great-Britain, ami that the 
boundary of their territory be definitely mark- 
ed out, as a permanent barrier between the 
dominions of Great-Britain and the United 
States. An arrangement on this subject to be 
a fine qua runt of a treaty of peace. 

3. A revision of the boundary line between 
the British and American territories, with 
the view to prevent future uncertainty and 
dispute. 

The British commissioners requested infor- 
mation whether the American commissioners 
were instructed to enter into negotiation on 
the above points ? But belbre they desired 
any answer, they felt it right to communicate 
the intentions of their government as to the 
North- American fisheries, viz. that the Bri- 
tish government did not intend to grant to the 
United States, gratuitously, the privileges 
formerly granted by treaty with them, of 
fishing within the limits of the British sove- 
reignty, and of using the shores of the Bri- 
tish territories for purposes connected with 
the fisheries. 

Jvftttt 9. 

The meeting being adjonrned to the 9th of 
August, the commissioners met again on that 
day. 

The American commissioners at this meet- 
ing stated, that upon the first and third points 
proposed by the British commissioner*, they 
wefe provided with instructions from their go- 
vernment, and that the second and fourth of 
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these points were not provided for in their in- 
structioiu That in rotation to an Indian pa- 
citicatiou, they knew that the government of 
the United State* had appointed commission- 
ers to treat of peace with the. Indians, and 
that it was not improbable that peace had 
been made with them. 

The American commits inner* presented as 



furt 



HT 



subject' 



s considered bv the 



ov em- 



inent or the United States as suitable for dis- 
cussion, 

1. A definition of blockade, and as far as 
may be agreed of other neutral and bellige- 
rant rights. 

2. Certain claims of indemnity to indivi- 
duals for captures and seizures preceding and 
eubscqueot to the war. 

3. They further stated that there were va- 
rious other points to which their instructions 
extended,' which might with propriety be ob- 
jects of discussion, cither in the negotiation 
of peace, or in that of a treaty of commerce, 
which in the case of a propitious termination 
of the present conferences they were likewise 
authorized to conclude. That for the object 
of facilitating the first and most essential ob- 
ject of peace, they had discarded every sub- 
ject which was not considered as peculiarly 
connected with that, and presented only those 
points which appeared to be immediately re- 
levant to this negotiation. 

The American commissioners expressed 
their wish to receive from the British com 
missioned a statement of the views and ob- 
jects of Great-Britain upon all the points, and 
tbeir willingness to discuss them all. 

They, the American commissioners, were 
asked whether, if those of Great-Britain should 
enter further upon this discussion, particular- 
ly respecting the Indian boundary, the Ame- 
rican commissioners could expect that it 
would terminate by some provisional arrange- 
ment, which thev could conclude, subject to 
the ratification ot their government ? 

They answered, that as any arrangement to 
which they could agree upon the subject must 
be without specific authority from their go- 
vernment, it was not possible for them, pre- 
vious to discussion, to decide whether any ar- 
ticle ou the subject could be formed which 
would be mutually satisfactory, and to which 
they should think themselves, under their dis- 
cretionary powers,' justified in according. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

True copv, 

LIIU1STOPIIER HUGHES, Junr. 
Secretary of Legation. 

Draught if original protocol made hy the Ame- 
rican ministers, of the two first conferences 
held rtith the British commissioners. 

At a meeting between the commissioners 
•fliis Britanuic majesty and those of the Uni- 
ted States of America, for ncgotia' ng and 
ci m inding a peace, held at Ghent. August 
8th, lfcU, the following points were present- 



ed by the commissioner* on the part of Great- 
Britain as subjects for discission. 

1. The forcible seizure of mariners on board 
of merchant vessels, and the claim of 
allegiance of his Britannic majesty upon 
all the native born subjects of Great- 
Britain. 

2. The Indian allies of Great-Britain to be 
included in the pacification, and a boun- 
dary to be settled between the dominions 
of the Indians and those of the United 
Slates. Both parts of this point arc con- 
sidered by the British goverument as a 
sine qua non to the conclusion of a treaty. 

3. The revision of the boundary line be- 
tween the territories of the United Stales 
j-.m] those of Great-Britain, adjoiuiug theiu 
in North-America. 

4. The fisheries— Respecting which the Bri- 
tish government will not allow the peo- 
ple of the United States the privilege of 
landing and drying fish within the terri- 
torial jurisdiction of Great-Britain, with- 
out an equivalent. 

The American commissioners were request- 
ed to say, whether their instructions from 
their government authorized them to treat 
upon these several points : and to state on 
their part such other points as they might be 
further instructed to propose for discussion. 

The meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, 
the Oth August, on which day the commission- 
ers met again. 

The American commissioners at this meet- 
ing stated, that upon the first and third points 
proposed by the British commissioners, they 
were provided with instructions from their go- 
vernment ; and that on the second and fourth 
of those points, there not having existed here- 
tofore any differences between the two go- 
vernments, they had not been anticipated by 
the government of the United States, and 
were therefore, not provided for in their in- 
structions. That in relation to an Indian pa- 
cification, they kuew that the govcrnmeut of 
the United States bad appointed commission- 
ers to treaf of peace with the Indians; and 
that it »&s not improbable that peace had 
been made with them. 

The American commissioners presented as 
further points (subjects) considered by the go- 
vernment of the Uuited States as suitable for 
discussion, 

1. A definition of blockade, and as far may 
be agreed, of other neutral and bellige- 
rant rights. 

2. Certain claims of indemnity to individu- 
als for captures and seizures, preceding, 
and subsequent to the war. ti ., 

3. They further stated, that there were va- 
rious other points to which their instruc- 
tions extended, which might with pro- 
priety be subjects of discussion cither in 
the negotiation of the peace, or in that 
of a treaty »f commerce, which in case of 
a propitious terrainatinn of the present 
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conferences they were likewise aathori- the United States : that the United State* 

tatl to conclude. That the purpose of and Great-Britain should both lie restricted 

facilitating the first and most essential from such purchases of land : hut that the In- 

objeet of peace, they had discarded every j dians w ould not be restricted from selling to 

subject which was not considered a* jmj- any third party. 

cultarly connected with that, and pre- The meeting was adjourned to Wednesday, 

seuted only tiiosi- points, which Appeare d 10th August. 

to he immediately relevant to this nego- 'IYuc copy. C. HUGIIES, Jun. 

tialion. Secretary to the mission extraordimry. 



The American commissioners expressed 
their wish to receive from the British com- 
missioners a statemeut of the views and ob- 
jects of Great-Britain upon all the points, and 
their willingness to discuss thein all, iu order 
that ir no arrangement could be agreed to np- 
on the |K)int* not in their instructions, which 



Mttsr s. .fjams. Bayard, Clay, Russell, and 
titillutin, to Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, 
dated 

Go est, August 10th. 1«U. 
Pin— Mr. Baker, secretary to the British 
mission, called upon us to-day, at 11 o'clock. 



would come within the scop'* of the |>mvers and invited us to a conference to be held at 

onmmiMn.l * ~ «!...:_ j: «: ii ■« tM.:.. - , ..,1 » »lw. U-tt.oK 



committed to their discretion, the govern- 
ment of the United States might be put iu 
possession of the eutire and precise in- 
tentions of that of Great-Britaiu with re- 
gard to such points ;and that the British go- 
vernment might be fully informed of the ob- 
jections on the part of the Uuitcd States to 
any such arrangement. 

The American commissioners were asked 
whether, if those of Great- Britain should enter 
further upon the discus- ion, particularly re- 1 
Fpeetiog the Indian boundary, the American ( 
commissioners eon Id expect it would termi- 
nate by some provisional arrangement which 
tbey could conclude, subject to the ratifica- 
tion of their government. 

They answered, that as any arrangement to 
which they could agree upon the subject. 



must be with specific aulhority from their 
government, it was not possible tor them pre- 
vious to discussion, to decide whether an arti- 
cle on the subject could bs formed which 
would be mutnally satisfactory, and to which 
they should think themselves'under their dis- 
cretionary powers, justified in acceding. 
The Brii ish commissioners decliued entering 



three. This was agreed to, and the British 
commissioners opened it by saying that they 
had received their further instruction this 
morning, and had not lost a moment in re- 
questing a meeting for the purpose of com- 
municating the decision of their government. 
It is proper to notice, that l^ord Castlereagh 
had arrived last night in this city, whence it 
is said, he will depart to-morrow on his way 
to Brussels and Vicuna. 

The British commissioners stated that their 
government had felt some surprise that we 
were not instructed respecting the Indians, as 
it could n »t have been expected that they 
would leave their allies in their comparatively 
weak situation, exposed to our resentment. 
<jreat-Britain might justly have supposed that 
the American government would have fur- 



nished us with instructions, authorizing us to 
agree to a positive article on the subject ; 
but the least she could demand was, that we 
should sign a provisional article, admitting 
the principal subject to the ratification of our 
government ; so that if it should be ratified, 
the treaty should take f fleet ; and if not. that 
i it should be null and void. On our absent or 



upon the discussion, unless the. American ' refusal to admit such an article, would depend 



commissioners would say, that they considered 
it within their discretion to make a provision- 
al arrangement on the subject, conformable to 
the view of it prescribed' by the Beit ish go- 
vernment, and proposed to adjwiini the con- 
ferences for the purpose of consulting their 
•wn government on this state of things. 

The British commissioners were asked 
whether it was understood as an e fleet of the 
proposed boundary for the Indians, that (he 
United States would he precluded from the 
right of purchasing territory from the Indian* 



the conliuuancc pr suspension of the nego- 
tiation. 

As we hail represented that the propo- 
sition made by them on that subect, wa* not 
sufficiently explicit, their government had di- 
rected them to give us every necessary \xpla- 
nation, and to state distinctly the basis which 
must be considered as an iudispcnsable pre- 
liminary. 

It was a sine qua twn (hat the Indians 
should be included in the pacification, and as 
incidents thereto, that the boundaries of their 



within that Imnndary by amicable treaty with , territory should b? permanently established, 
the Indians themselves, without the ronseni j Peace with the Indians was a subject so siu> 
•f Great- Britain ? And whether it was under- ' pie, as to require no comment. W ith respect 
ftood to operate as a restriction upon the In- 
dians from selling by such amicable treaties, 
lands to the United States, as has been hither- 
to practised. 

They answered, that it was understood, 
that the Indian territories should he a barrier 



Mjujre no comment. »» an resp 
to the boundaries which was to divide their 
territory from the United States, the object 
of the British government was, that the In- 
dians should remain as a permanent barrier 
between our western settlements, and the ad- 
itt h provinces, to prevent tlx in 



lac 



fcetweeu the British possessions and those of (from being countered mows to tach other; a»4 
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that neither the United States, nor Great- 
llr i tain, should over hereafter have the right 
to purchase, or acquire any part of the terri- 
tory thus recognized, as belonging to ihe In* 
diaus. With regard to the extent of the In- 
dian territory, and tiie boundary line, the 
British government would propose the lines 
of the Greenville treaty, a* a proper basis, 
Mibjt'ct however, to discussions and modifi- 
cations. 

We .stated that the Indian territory accord- 
ing to these lines, would comprehend a great 
number of American citizens, not lets perhaps 
than one hundred thousand; and asked, what 
was the intention of the British government 
respecting them, and under whose govern 



the line from the lake of the Woods to the 

Mississippi ? The British commissioners re- 
peated, that they meant the liue trom Lake 
Superior to that river. 
3. A direct communication from Halifax, and 
the province of New- Brunswick to Quebec, 
to be secured to Great-Britain. In answer to 
our question, in what manner this was to bo 
effected, we were told that it must be doue 
by a cession to Great-Britain of that portion 
of the district of Maine (in the state of Mas- 
sachusctts,) which intervenes between Nevv- 
Brunswick and Quebec, and prevents that 
direct communication. 

lievcrling to the proposed provisional arti- 
cle respecting the Indian pacification and 



incut they would fail it was answered, that J boundary, the British commissioners couclud- 
those settlements would be taken into cousi- 1 ed by statin; to us, that if the conferences 
deration, when the Himj became a subject of! should be suspended by our refusal to agree to 
discussion; hut that such of the inhabitant^ such an article, without having obtained fur- 
as would ultimately be included within the t her instructions from our government, Great- 
Indian territory, must make their o»n | Britain would not consider herself hound to 



arrangements and provide for themselves. 

The British commissioners here said, that 
considering the importance of the question we 



abide by the terms which she now offered, 
but would be at liberty to vary and regulate 
her demands according to subsequent events. 



had to decide, (that of agreeing to a pro- ) and in such manner as the state of the war. 



visional article) their government had thought 
it right, that we should also be fully informed 
of its views, with respect to the proposed re- 
vision of the boundary line between ti»e domi- 
nions of Great Biitain and the United States. 
1st. Experience had proved that the joint 



renewing 



the 



negotiations* 



at the time of 
might warrant. 

We asked, whether the statement made, re- 
spectit.j the proposed revision of the bounda- 
ry line betwM u the United States and the 
dominions of Great-Britain, embraced all the 
possession of the lakes and a right, common to objects she meant to bring forward for discus- 
both nations, to keep up a naval force on fion, and what were particularly her views 
them, necessarily produced collisions, and with respect to Moose Island, and such other 
rendered peace insecure. As Great-Britain islands in tlte Bay of Passamaquoddy, as had 
could not be supposed to expect to make con- : been m our possession till the present war, 
quests in that quarter. &nd as the province but had been lately captured ? We were an- 



was essentially weaker than the United Stak's, 
and exposed to invasion, it was necessary, for 



swered, that those islands, belonging of right 
to Great- Britain, (as much *o, one of the coin- 



its security, that Great- Britain should require | missiouers observed, as Northamptonshire,) 
that the iVited States should hereafter, keep ! they would certainly be kept by her, and were 
no armed naval force on the western lakes. ; not even supposed to be an object of discus- 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, both iu- j sdun. 

elusive; that they should not erect any forti- Urom the forcible manner in which the de- 
fied or military post, or establishment, on the « maud, thai the United States should keep no 
ihores of those lakes; and, that they 'should j naval armed force on the lakes, nor any mili- 



maintain those which were already e.\:stiug. 
Tins must, they said, be considered as a mo- 
derate demand, since Great-Britain, if she 
had not disclaimed the intention of any in- 
crease of territory, might with prooriety have 
a^ked a cession of the adjacent American 
fcl.ores. The commercial navigation and in- 
tercourse would be left on the same footing as 
herttof re. It was expressly stated, (in an- 
swer to a question we asked,) that Great-Bri- 
tain was to retain the right of having an 
armed naval force on those lakes and holding 
military posts and establishments on their 
shores. 

2. The boundary line west of l ake Superior, 
and thence to the Mississippi, to be revised; 
and the treaty right of Great-Britain to the 
navigation of the Mississippi, to be continued. 



tary post on their shores, had been brought 
forward, we were induced to inquire whether 
this was a sine qua nnn ? To which the British 
commi-sioners declined giving a positive an- 
swer. Th »»y said they had been sufficiently 
explicit ; that they had j^iven us one sine qua 
nr.n, and when we had disused of that, it 
would be time enough to give us an answer as 
to another. 

We then stnted, that, considering the nature 
and importance of the communication made 
this day, we w ished the British commissioners 
to reduce their proposals to writing, before 
we gave them an answer ; this they agreed to 
and promised to seud us an official note with- 
out delay. 

We need hardly say that the demand* of 
Great-Britain will receive from us an nuani- 



They were asked whether they did not mean j uious and decided negative. We de not deem 
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it necessary to detain the John Adams for the referred to, as a sine qua toon ef any treaty bf 

purpose of transmitting to yon the official peace?, the view of the British government hr 
noies which may pa.it on the subject and close the permaneut tranquillity and security of the 
Uic negotiation. And we felt it our duty ho- Indian nation*, and the prevention of those 
mediately to apprize you, by this hasty, but 'jealousies ami irritations, to which the fre- 
correct sketch of our last conference, that 
there is not, at present, any hopes of peace. 

We have the honour to be, sir, with perfect 
respect, your obedient servants. 

JOHN QIjIXCY ADAMS, 

J. A. BAYARD, 

II. CLAY, 

JOXA. RUSSELL. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

JToti rfthf Briluh Commissionert. 

f Received alter the above letter was written.] 
The undersigned, plenipotentiaries of his 
Britannic majesty, do themselves the honour 
of acquainting the plenipotentiaries of the 
United States, that they have communicated 



quent alteration of the Indian limits has 
tolbre giren rise. 

For tnis purpose it is indispensably _ 
sary, that the Indian nations, who hare been 
during the war in alliance with Great-Britain, 
should, at the termination of hostilities, be 
included in the pacification 

It is equally necessary, that a definite* 
boundary should be assigned to the Indians, 
and that the contracting parties should gua- 
ranty the integrity of their territory, by a> 
mutual stipulation, not to acquire by pur- 
chase, or otherwise, any territory within the 
specified limits. The British government are 
willing to take, as the basts of an article oe 



to their court the result of the conference! ^subject, those stipulations of the treaty 
which they had the honour of holding seralta ( «>T_Oreeeevillc. subject to modifications, which 



tin m upon the 9th hut. in which they stated 
that they were unprovided with any specific 



relate to a boundary line. 

As the undersigned are desirous of stating 



instructions, as to comprehending the Indian eF , er y P u,nt ,n connection with the subject, 
nations in a treaty of peace to be made with I w ? }cb n,av reasonably influence the decision 
Great-Britain, and as to defining a boundary to ol the American plenipotentiaries in the ex- 
the Indian territory. e ,se ot ir m * cret ' (m « t,,ev avail tbera- 



The undersigned are instructed to acquaint 
the plenipotentiaries of the United States, 
that his majesty's government having at the 
outset of the negotiation, with a view to the 
speedy restoration of peace, reduced as far as 
possible the number of |K>iuts to be discussed, 
and having professed themselves willing to 
forego on some important topics any stipula- 
tion to the advantage of Great- Britain, cannot 
but feel some surprize that the government 
of tlip United States should not have furnished 
their plenipotentiaries with instructions upon 
those points which could hardly fail to come 
under discussion. 

Under the inability of the American pleui- 
potcntiaries, to conclude any article upon the 
subject ot Indian pacification and Indian boun- 
dary, w hich shall bind the government of the 
United States, his majesty's, government con- 
ceive that they cannot give a better proof of 
their sincere desire for the restoration of 
peace, than by professing their willingness to 
accept a provisional article upon those heads, 
in the event of the American plenipotentia- 
ries considering themselves authorized to ac- 
cede to the, general principles, upon which 
sueh an article ought to be founded. With a 
view to enable the American plenipotentiaries 
to decide , how far the conclusion of such an 
articlo is within the limit of their general dis- 
cretion, the undersigned arc directed to state, 
fully aud distinctly, the basis upon which 
alone Great-Britain sees any prospect of ad- 
vantage in the continuance of the negotiations 
al the present time. 

The undersigned have already had the ho- 
nour of statin^ to the American plcnipol -n 



selves of this opportunity to repeat what they 
have already stated, that Great-Britain de- 
sires the revision of the frontier between ber 
North- American dominions and those of the 
United States, not with any view to an ac- 
quisition of territory, as such, but tor the pur- 
pose of securing her possessions, and prevent- 
ing future disputes. 

The British government consider the lakes 
from Lake Outario to Lake Superior, both 
inclusive, to be the natural military frontier 
of the British possessions in North-America. 
As the weaker power on the North- American 
continent, the least capable of acting offen- 
sively, and the most exposed to sudden inva- 
sion, Great-Britain considers the military oc- 
cupation of these lakes as necessary to the 
security of her dominions. A boundary line 
equally dividing these waters, with a right to 
each nation to arm, both upon the lakes and 
upon their shores, is calculated to create a 
contest for uaval ascendancy in peace as well 
as in war. The power which occupies those 
lakes should, as a uccessary result, have tlie- 
military occupation of both shores. 

In furtherance of this object, the Britishr 
government is prc|>ared to propose a bounda- 
ry. But as this might be misconstrued as an- 
nul en t ion to extend their possessions to the. 
southward of the lakes, which is by no means 
the object they have in view, they are dispo- 
sed to leave the territorial limits undisturbed* 
and as incident to them, the free commercial 
navigation of the lakes, provided that the- 
American government will stipulate not to 
maintain or construct, any fortifications uponv 
or wi< in a limited distance of the shores, or 



fcar.vs, thai in cuus:Ueriu£ tLc poiuts abeie 'uuuuaUui or goasireet an/ armed vessel noon 
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tic Isles to question, or 
-empty into the same. 

If this can be adjusted, there will then re- 
main lor discussion the arrangement of the 
northwestern boundary between Lake Supe- 
rior and the Mississippi, the free navigation 
of that rivi r, and such a vacation of the line 
of frontier as may secure a direct communica- 
tion between Quebec and Halifax. 

The undersigned trust, that the full state- 
ment which they have made of the views and 
objects of the British government in requiring 
the pacification of the Indian nations, and a 
permanent limit to their territories, will ena- 
ble the American plenipotentiaries to con- 
clude a provisional article upon the basis above 
stated. Should they feel it ncces>:iry to re- 
fer to the government of the United States 
for further instructions, the undersigned feel 
it incumbent iifion them toarquaiut the Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries, that the jrovernrm nt 
cannot he precluded by any tl.iu^ that has 
passed from varying the terms at present pro- 
posed, in such a manner, as the state of war, 
at the time of resuming the conferences, 
many, in their judgment, render advisable. 

The undersigned avail themselves of this 
occasion to renew to the plenipott ntiaries of 
the United States, the as&urancc of thek high 
• consideration^ 

(Sigued) CAMBIFQ. 

HENRY (JOULBUR^, 
WM. ADAMS. 

Ghent. IW August, 1814. 

Cojnj of a letter from CapL Johnson Blake- 
Ley to the secretary of the navy. 

U. S. S. Wasp, > 
I/Orient, 9th July, 1814. $ 

Sir — On Tuesday the 28th ult. being 
then in lat. 48, 36, N. and long. 11, 15, 
W. we fell in with, engaged, and after an 
action of 19 minutes, captured his Bri- 
tannic Majesty's sloop of war the Rein- 
deer, William Manners, Esq. commander. 
Annexed are the minutes of our proceed- 
ing on that day, prior to and during the 
continuance of the action. 

Where all did their duty and each ap- 
peared anxious to excel, it is very diffi- 
cult to discriminate. It is however, only 
Tendering there their merited due, when it 
is declared of Lieufs. Reily ami Bury, 1st 
aud 3d of this vessel, and whose names 
will be found among those of the con- 
querors of the (Juerrier and the Java; 
and of Mr. Tillinghast, 2nd lieut. win. 
was greatly instrumental in the capture oS 
the Boxer; that their conduct and cou 
rage on this occasion fulfilled the highest 
expectation and gratified every wish. 
Sailing Master Catr, h ah* eafitied te 



great credit for (he fceal aHd ability with 
which he discharged his various duties. 

The cool and patient conduct of every 
officer ami man while exposed to the fire 
of the shifting gun of the enemy ami 
without an opportunity of returning it, 
could only be equalled by the animation 
and ardour exhibited when actually en- 
gaged, or by the promptitude and firmness 
with which every attempt of the enemy 
to Iroard was met and successfully repel- 
led. Such conduct may be seen but can- 
not well lie described. 

The Reindeer mounted sixteen 241b, 
carronmlea, two long six or niue pounder* 
aud a shifting 12 pound carronade, with 
a complement on board of one hundred 
and eighteen men. Her crew wck said 
to be the pride of Plymouth. 

Our loss in men has been revere, owing 
in part to the proximity of the two ves- 
sels and the extreme smoothness of (ho 
sea, but chiefly in repelling boarders. 
That of the enemy, however, was infi- 
nitely more so, as will be seen by the list 
of killed and wounded on both sides 

Six round shot struck our hull, and ma- 
ny grape which did not penetrate far.. 

IThe foremast received a 24lb. shot, which 
passed through its centre, and our riggins 
and Bails were a good deal injured. 

The Reindeer was literally cut to 
pieces in a line with her ports, her up* 
per works, boats and spare spars were one 
complete wreck. A breeze springing up* 
next afternoon her mast went by the 
board. 

Having received nil the prisoners on 
hoard, which from the number of wound- 
ed occupied much time, together with 
their baggage, the Reindeer was on th© 
evening of the 2Gth set on fire, and in a 
few hours blew up. J. BfjAKMLEY. 

List of Uiled and wounded on board the 
United States' sleep tf nzr Hie Wasp^ 
Jthn.wn filer J:<.H/, £; j. eom:naruLr> in 
aetion with his Britannic Majesty's shop 
of war the Rcindetr, cn Ike 28/A June % 
1814. 

Killed, ... 5 
Wounded, - - 21 

Last of failed and namJcd on board his 
Britcnnic Majesty's sleep of war the flntu 
ffrrr, in the action iviik Oie United Stated 
sloop of 7iar Liu; Wasp, in tlic 2tU> ..V'-, 
1814. 

Killed, - 25 
Wyotufoil, 42 
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IN' COMMON COUNCIL. 

Ociobir With, 1814. 

The following re solution w..s presented 
by Alderman . v mith, which was agreed to; 

W7«T<flA, The corporation of litis city 
entertain tin most lively seuse of the late 
brilliant achievement* of General .laco 
Erown, on the Niagara frontier, consider- 
ing them as proud evidences of the skill 
and intrepidity of the hero of Chippawa 
and his brave companions in arms, and 
as aliordiug ample proof of the superior 
valour of hardy fret men, over the veteran 
legions of the enemy. 

Resolved, That as a tribute of respect to 
agailant ollu-erand his intrepid associates, 
who have added such lustre to our arms, 
the freedom of the city be presented in a 
gold box to General Jacob Brown; that 



" During this portentous interval, wr# 
have pursued our legislative lal ours accord- 
ing to our accustomed course, applying 
practical remedies to the practical ev iH 
incident to otd establishments, or arising 
out of new occurrences iu some cases 
proceeding experimentally by laws of a' 
limited duration; in others, collecting 
such materials of information, as may lay 
• he ground for future measures ; and those 
who may come in after us will see traces 
of that progressive improvement which 
the so'.rer habit of this country cautiously, 
but not reluctantly, adopts into the sys- 
tem of its domestic policy and jurispru- 
dence. 

** With respect to our financial arranee- 
menl6, by the provident measures of a 
i former session, we have been enabled to 



bis portrait be obtained and placed in the 'refrain from augmenting the burdens of 
gallery of portraits belonging to (his city, j the people, and at the same time to make 
and that the thanks of this corporation be our military exertions correspond with 
tendered to the officers and men uuder the scale of passing events, 
his command. " Whilst we have been thus employed. 

Resolved, That his houour the mayor the destinies of Kurope hav e been gradual- 
he requested to transmit a copy of the ly unrolled before our eyes ; nndthepow- 
same to General Brow n. jerful nations of the north, sending forth 

Resolved, That Aldermen Smith, Wen- 1 their collective strength to try the last 
dover and Mesicr, be a committee to issues of war, whilst Great-Britain and 



carry the resolution into elfect. 

J. MOKTON,C/o*. 



BRITISH PAKMAMENT. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Saturday, July 
The house met this morning at ten, 
wheu the royal assent was given to those 

bills which were passed since the last • our high duties. Tire British army, mo* 
commission. delled upon a wise system, steadily and 

The speaker, attended by several mem- ! impartially administered at home, and coo- 
berS, soon after appeared at the bar, with ducted by consummate skill and valour in 



her allies, were, with equal vigour, ad- 
vancing from the south, their joint eflbrls 
have at length accomplished the downfall 
of the greatest military despotism which*, 
in modern days, has disgraced and deso- 
lated the earth. 

" In these arduous struggles, we can look 
back, with just pride, on the discharge of 



the vote of credit bill in his hand, and af- 
ter Itowing to the prince regent, address- 
ed his royal highness in the following 
w ords : 

•* May it please voter royal higknrss — We, 
his majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the commons of (J reat- Britain and 
Ireland, do now attend your royal high- 
ness with our lust bill of supply for the 
service of the present year. 

" Assembled at a period when the fate 
of Europe was still doubtful, and balanced 
bv hopes 



the field, has liorne its complete share in 
the glorious conclusion of this long and 
eventful war, and his majesty's faithful 
commons have gladly lent their aid to 
maiutain the honours and dignities of those 
illustrious commanders whom the wisdom 
of the sovereign has called upon to sur- 
round his throne. 

** In the pence which has since follow- 
ed, the efforts of this country have not 
been less glorious. The wise and liberal 



policy of our government which announ- 
and reverses, we have been anx- j ce <' justice ami equality of rights to be the 
ious, but not inactive s[iectators. of those basis of our diplomatic system, has been 
great transactions which have wrought so . happily sustained abroad. The British 
fortunate a change iu the state of the civi- 1 name now stands as high in policy as in 
Fued world. I arms ; and an euiiguteued people has just- 
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ljr applauded '(he firmness and temper 
wliicii have conciliated unit cemented the 
interests of the allies, cheered the doubt- 
ful, animated the zealous, and united the 
deliverers and the delivered in a peace ho- 
nourable und advantageous to ail the con- 
tracting powers. 

" The events of our own times have out- 
run the ordinary march of history. Peace 
restored, commerce revived, thrones re- 
established, afford the well founded hope 
that the same councils and the same mas- 
ter hand eo mainly instrumental in the 
work hitherto accomplished, may at the 
approaching congress, extend and fix the 
work of |>eace throughout all Europe ; and 
a further hoj* that the earnest and uni- 
versal prayer of this great country, may 
prevail upon the nations of Europe, in re- 
establishing their owu happiness, to con- 
cur also in putting ao effectual end to the 
w rongs and desolations of Africa. 

44 Auspicious, however, as our present 
state mav seem to be, the instability of all 
liuman affairs forbids us to he too confi- 
dent of its prosp. rous continuance. Much 
yet remains to he done in Europe, and 
we have still one contest to maintain by 
war; a war which we can never consent 
to terminate but by the establishment of 
our claims, according to the maxims of 
public law , and the maritime rights of this 
empire. 

•* To provide for these branches of the 
public serv ice has been our last care, ana 
the bill 1 have to present to your royal 
highness, is entitled " an act for enabling 
Ids majesty to raise the sum of three mil- 
lions for the service of Great-Britain, and 
for applying the sum of 200,000/ British 
currency for the service of lrelaud. M To 
which hill your faithful commons, with 
nil humility, entreat his majesty's royal 
assent.** 

The speaker then handed the vote of 
credit bill to the clerk, and the royal as- 
sent having been given thereto in the 
usual form, bis royal highness the prince 
regent, delivered the following speech : 

" My lords and gentium n — I cannot 
close this sessiou of parliament, without 
repealing the expression of my deep re- 
gret at Ihe coniinuance of his majesty's 
lamented indisposition. 

" When in consequence of that calami- 
ty, the powers of government were first 
entrusted to me, I found this country en- 
gaged in a war with the greater part of 
Europe. i 



" I determined to adhere to that line of 

policy which his majesty had adopted, and 
in which he had persevered under so ma- 
uy and in such trying difficulties. ■ 

" The zealous and unremitting support 
and assistance which 1 have received from 
you, and from all classes of his majesty's 
subjects ; the consummate skill and abili- 
ty displayed by the great commander, 
whose services you have so justly ac- 
knowledged; and the valour ami intrepi- 
dity of his majesty's forces by sea and 
land, have enabled me, under the blessing 
of Divine Providence, to surmount all the 
difficulties with which 1 have had to con- 
tend. 

" I have the satisfaction of contempla- 
ting the full accomplishment of ail those 
objects for which the war was either un- 
dertaken or continued ; and the unexam- 
pled exertions of this country, comlrined 
with those of his majesty's allies, have 
succeeded in effecting the deliverance of 
Europe from the most galling and oppres- 
sive tyranny uuder which it has ever la- 
boured. 

44 The restoration of so many of the an- 
cient and legitimate governments of Ihe 
continent affords the best prospect of the 
oermanence of that peace which, in con- 
junction with his majt sty's allies, i have 
concludetl : and you may rely on my efforts 
being directed, at the approaching con- 
gress, to complete the settlement of Eu- 
rope, which has been already so conspi- 
cuously begun-; and to promote, upon 
principles of justice and impartiality, all 
those measures which may appear best 
calculated to secure the tranquillity and 
happiness of all the nations engaged in the 
late war. 

44 1 regret the continuance of hostilities 
with the United States of America. Not- 
withstanding tin? unprovoked aggressions 
of the government of that country, and 
the circumstances under which it look 
place, 1 am sincerely desirous of the re- 
storation of peace between the two na- 
tions upon conditions honourable to both.; 
But until the object can be obtained, I am 
persuaded you will see the necessity of my 
availing myself of the means now at my 
dis;»osal, to prosecute the war with in- 
creased vigour. 

44 Gcntlrmrn of the house of commons — 
I thank you for the liberal provision which 
you have made for the services of the 
present year. 
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u The circumstance* under which the 
in Europe hn» been concluded, and 
the necessity of maintaining for a time a 
body of troops in British pay u|K>n the 
continent, have rendered a continuation 
of our foreign expenditure unavoidable, 
lou may rely, however, ii|K>n my deter- 
mination to reduce the expenses of the 
country as rapidly as the nature of our 
situation will permit. 

u My lords and gentlemen— It in a necu- 
liar gratification to me to be enabled to 
assure you, that full justice is rendered 
throughout Europe to that manly perse- 
verttnee which, amidst the convulsions on 
the continent, hHS preserved this country 
against all the designs of its enemies, has 
augmented the resource? and extended 
the dominion of the British empire, and 
lias proved in its result as beneficial to 
oilier nations as to our own, 

** His majesty's subjects cannot fail to 
be deeply sensible of the distinguished ad- 
Tantages which they have possessed, and 
1 am persuaded they will ascribe them, 
under Providence, to that constitution 
which it has now for a century been the 
©I ject of my family to maintain unimpair- 
ed, and under which the people of this 
realm have enjoyed more of real liberty 
at home, and of true glory abroad, than 
lias ever fallen to the lot of any nation." 

Then the lord chancellor, by the prince 
regent's command, said, 

*" jWy lords and zentlemen-~\t is the com- 
mand of his royal highness the prince re- 
cent, acting in the name and on behalf of 
hia majesty, that this parliament be pro- 
rogued to Saturday the 27th day of Au- 
gust next, to be then and there holdeu ;' 
and this parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued to Saturday the 27th day of Au 
gust next.*' 

^^^^^^ ~ ' ~ • - ^^^=^ s? . 

U5G1SLA T'.'KtS OP NlivWyORK. 

COMPTROLLER'S REPORT 

Sia— | have the honour to enclose a report 
prc|»arcd in obedience to a resolution of the 
honourable the assembly, of the 29th alt. 

1 have the honour to be, with entire re- 
spect, sir, your most ol>edient servant. 

AKCH. MINTYRE. 
Comptroller' t office, October 3, 1814. 
The Honourable Samuel \oung, F.*q. 

STATE OF NEW-TORK. 

Comptroller's Office, 
The comptroller, in obedience to the reeo- 
lutton ol the honourable the awmhly, of the 
&xh 8epU requiring aim to report to the 



boose, *' the fivnds of the state, exclusive af 

the school fund, and the differ* sit matter^ i-oro- 
posing the same, will* his opinion as to the 
! expediency of disposing oi any parrel of the 
: said funds, or calling in the moneys making a 
part of ihe same, in order to meet the appro- 
priations which may be deemed necessary by 
the legislature; aud also, of the revenue of 
the state, exclusive of the school fund, and 
•the particular* whereof the same consists: 
I with his opinion whether the said revenue 
•can be increased by the disposition of state 
property, or by other means consistent with 
the public good.'* And lurthtr. requiring of 
him - to re|M>rt to the house, Ihe debts due 
by the state, and when such debts were crea- 
ted, and when tbey are payable, and whether 
any funds have been set apart for the re- 
demption of the said debts ; and also the or- 
dinary annual expenses of the government* 
and the general heads of such expenses, and 
the expenses of the current year accord* 
ing to th. appropriations already made; and 
whether the expenditures, ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, exceed the receipts at the trea- 
sury ; with his opinion as to the manner ia 
which such deficient- ics ought to be made up," 
has the honour to submit the following report i 

Fundt of the Slate, exclusive of Vie School Funds. 

| The debt due from the bank of 

IVew-Vork, $ 1,282,091 46 

Three per cent, stock of the U. 

Mates, 779,665 9« 

608 shares of the capital stock 

of the bank ol America, 60.800 
100 do. do. do. of i\ew-V ork, 50,000 
100 do. do. do. of A litany, 40,000 
w600 do. do Farmers' Bank, 30,000 
3000 do. do. N. York Mate Bank,lf/3.WJ0 
1000 do. do. Manhattan Company, 50.000 
21KJ0 do. do. Bank of Troy, 16,000 
2000 do. do. Middle Dist. Bank, 50.000 
1000 do. do. New burgh Bank. 50,(j00 
£000 do. do. Mechanics' aud Far- 
mers' Bank, 30,000 
1000 do. do. Lansingburgh Bank, 6.000 
Balance due on the loan of 1786, 65,082 19 
Loan of 1 792, 500.000 
1808, 449.076 
I/oans to individuals, 23,6t>4 22 

Mortgages on lands in Brothertown, 25,189 35 
Mortgages on lands in Cayuga and 

Onondaga Ueservatioo, 209,413 85 
Mortgages on lands in Oneida and 

Onondaga Reservation, 147,184 87 

Mortgages ou various other tracts 114,459 03 
Bonds fn r the consideration of lands 

sold, 156,337 04 

950 shares of the Western Inland 

Lock Navigation Coin- stock, 92,000 
500 do. Seneca Lock Navigation 

Company. 2,750 
tond of the mayor, aldermen and 
commonalty of the city of New- 
Ytrfc, 30,000 
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toaa t* the •emmi^iorier* for im- 
proving th • navigation of Hud- 
son's river, between the village* 
of Troy, Lan>iugburgh and 
Waterford. 7,000 



Hollars 4.396.943 97 
To which may be added, about 800,000 
acres of unappropriated lands. 

The variances which may have taken place 
In the funds since the last annual report, have 
not been noticed in the preceding statement, 
except so far as relates to bank stock and the 
stock in Seneca lock navigation company. It 
•hows however, nearly the true state of the 
fluids ; and it was thought unnecessary to be 
more particular at this time, as it would be 
attended with considerable labour, before the 
closing of th* accounts for the year, to l ave 
m<ute an accurate statement, *hmir.ng a!i the 
variances since the commencement of the 
year. 

REVENUE. 
Exclusive of the Sekoat Fund Revenue. 
latere »t on the debt due from the 

Bank or New- York, 75,725 48 

three jw cent, stock of 

the United States, 23,339 67 
loan of 1786, 2.329 1- 

loan of 1792, 27,400 
loan of 180^, 2G.944 ,56 

loans to individuals, 1,416 26 

mortgages on lands id 

the reservation. 21,39.5 92 

do. do. Brothertown. 1,529 36 
do. do. in various other 

tracts, 6.8C7 54 

bonds, 9 f 330 22 

Dividends on bank stock, exclusive 
of surplus profits, via: 
Bank of New- York, 4,500 
Albany, 3,600 
America, 4.864 
Manhattan Company, 4.500 
New- York State Bank, I8,ftj0 
Farmers* Bank, 2,400 
Hank of Troy, 1,280 
JHiddle District Bank, 4,000 
New burgh Bank. 4,000 
Mechanics* and Farmers* 

_ Ban*. 2.700 
Lansingbur-h Bauk. 4IJ0 

45,824 

Dividends on the stock of the west- 
era inland lock navigation 
company, 2.760 
Duties on sales at auction, 54,000 
Fees of office, to be accounted for 
by the secretary and surveyor 
general, 500 
Produce of the Onondaga salt 
_ spring*. 7,000 
F< nt of lands leased, 770 02 

Q'lit rents. 7,001 
Fees lor podlcr's licenses, 



Interest oh the bond of the 

ration of New- York, 
Interest on arrears of taxes, 



1.800 
2,100 



$ 318,232 13 

The preceding shows nearly the true stata 
of the present annual revenues of the state. 
They may vary in particniar items, when the 
accounts of the year are closed ; but the ag- 
gregate will not vary materially from what it 
is here stated at. 

The vendue duties are here estimated to 
produce only $ 51 (JfK). They were hereto- 
fore for mauy years estimated at $35 000. over 
and above the appropriations made payable 
out of them, ami they actually produced much 
more. For the last four years the average re- 
ceipts from this source exceeded one bundr-d 
ami thirty-one thousand dollars per annum, 
more thau seventy-five thousand exclusive of 
the appropriations for the support of foreign 
poor in the city of New-York, for the sup- 
port of the New-York hospital, of the ->r- 
ohan Asylum society, and of the Economical 
School. It is not now believed however, that 
the will during the preseut state of the coun- 
try, produce more tlian the estimate. 
Estimate of annual expenses of Government. 
Salaries of the officers of govern- 
ment, with the office expenses. 51,929 
Compensation to the members of 
the legislature and officers, 
with the contingent expenses 
of the two houses, 7$,f 
Salaries of the agent, clerk 
and keepers of *tbe 
state prison. 
Fay of the state prison guard, 

and their clothing, 
Extraordinary appropria- 
tions, supposed to be ne- 
cessary for the support 
of the institution, 15,000 
Expense of conveying con- 
victs from county pri- 
sons to state prison, 



9.000 
8,401 



8,000 



40.404* 

Annuities to Indians, includ- 
ing expenses of paying, 14,000 

Compensation to district attornies, 13,000 
Sheriffs, 7,000 
Guards for the protection of 

arsenal*, 6.00m 

Expense of repairs of arsenals, and 

repairing and cleaning arms, 4,000 

Expense of printing, 4,000 

Salaries of brigade inspectors, 2^00 

Kent and taxes of the house occu- 
pied by the governor. 2,050* 

Incidental expenses of administer* 

itig the government, 2,5«# 

Expense of returning transcript* of 
votes ; compensation to county 
clerks under the act concerning 
oa'hs; expanse of surveys of 
frwWw lands? wit* . sundry 
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other expenses, amounting al- 
together to 

A; propria t ions made payable out 
ot duties on sales at auction in 
the city of New-\ oris, viz : 

For tic support of foreign 
poor in the city of New* 
York, about 17,000 

For tlte support of New- 

York hospital. 16,000 

For the support of the Or- 
phan Asylum society, 500 

For the Mipport of the Eco- 
nomical school, 500 



0,500 



Interest on the debt due to 
the banks, 



34,000 



90,221 10 



$.*{52.79C 10 

This is intended to show what may be con- 
sidered the permanent expenses of the new 
government under existing circumstances. 
-Some of the expenses, although not provided 
for. except by anuual and temporary appro- 
priations, are yet considered in the estimate 
•expenses as permanent. For instance, in sta- 
ting the annual expenses of the state-prison, 
there are 15,000 added to the permanent al- 
lowances, because it is found from experience 
that this amount at least, is annually required, 
and provided by law for the support of the 
Institution. 

It will be observed that the proceeds of the 
vendue duties, in the estimate of the reve- 
nues, arc slated differently from what they 
were in former reports. In this, the whole 
receipts are given ; formerly, only the nett 
proceeds, after deducting the appropriations 
chargeable upon them. Ami it will also be 
observed, that in the preceding estimate of 
ex. enses, those appropriations are stated as a 
part of the expenses, although formerly they 
were not, because they were deducted in the 
estimate of the reveuues from the Mipposed 
amount of receipts for duties on sales at auc- 
tion. The method here taken of exhibiting 
the revenue and disbursements in these parti- 
culars, was thought preferable to the former, 
and therefore adopted. 

The receipts into the treasury, exclusive of 
those on account of the school fund, from the 
6r*t day of January, to the thirtieth day of 
S ptember, 1814, both days inclusive, amount 

to $ fcLyrce H 

▲ud the disbursements during 
the same period, exclusive 
of those made on account of 
the school fund, amount to 801,522 39 



due to that fund on the 31st Decrtnlier 1atl> 
The total balance in the treasury on the 30th 
September was $ 34.897 28, the whole of 
which belongs to the school fund, with the 
said exception of $ 2,759 39. 

The expenditure of the said $ 804,522 39 
was as follows, via : 

For repayment of loans, 34,947 43 

salaries of the officers of go- 
vernment, exclusive of the 
clerks of the snpreme court, 33,129 6T 
support of the state-prison, 

aid removal of convicts. 39,581 40 
opening and improving roads, 

bridges, &c. 37.028 86 

relie: of the sufierers on the 

Niagara frontier, 50,00O> 
Investments in bank stock, 204,000 
Investments in stock of the Sene- 
ca lock navigation company, 1,500 
Defence of the state, and for inci- 
dental expenses of govern- 
ment, 93,500 
Compensation to the members of 

Ihe Legislature, &c. 74,449 14 

Support of the hospital in 

the city of X. York, 12,000 
Support of foreign poor, of 
the Orphan Asylum 
society, and the Eco- 
nomical School, 23,153 22 

41,153 22 



Indian annuities, and expense of 
payment, with alt other ex- 
penses attending Indian af- 
fairs. 1C.017 05 

For loaus to individuals, 20,000 

For various smaller expenses, 

amounting altogether to 42,652 54 

To conntv treasurers for arrears 

4. r > ,522 00 



$33,303 75 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of $ 30, 
303 7A, which, apparently, might be applied 
to the discharge of current demands on the 
State : but the truth is, that this balance, 
with the exception of $ 2,759 30, belongs to 
the soheol fun**, m consequence of a balance 



Dolls. 804,522 33 

TV exp'entti of the residue of the 
currtnt year, are estimated to bt 
as folltnvs : 

For salaries of the officers 
of governmeet, 12,400 

For interest ou the public 
debt, 75,723 3B 

For support of the state- 
prison, including a bal- 
ance of $ 5000 remain- 
ing unpaid of an appro- 
priation made by the 
10th section of the last 
supply bill, 10,823 

For compensation to dis- 
trict attoruies, 3,000 

For compensation to bri- 
gade inspectors, COO 

Compensat ion to the mem- 
bers of the Legislature , 
and their officers, with 
contingencies, 20,000 
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For support of foreign 
poor iu the city ofN^w- 
York, 5*000 
Balances due county trea- 
•nrors for arrears of 
taxea, 12.C00 
Balance of apr ropriations 
payable to tiie co.imiw- 
aioners lor taking into 
consideration all mat- 
ters relating to internal 
navigation of the state, 3,500 
That part of the «ehool 
fund monies in the trea- 
sury, to be leaned to in- 
dividuals 35,000 
Sundry sma' lex pauses and 
unsatisfied ap^ropria- 

8,000 



In the course of the year 1808 they 



1C09 
1810 
1811 

18:2 



515.000 

180,0nO 
80.tH)0 
88.885 

215.000 



186,846 36 
$991,168 75 

Making the probable disbursement* out of 
fte treasury, exclusive of those for the school 
fund, Urn year, nearly one million of dollors. 

The receipts for t he three first quarters of the 
present year, as stated above, exclusive of 
those for the school fund, amount to 842,326 14 
And tne probable receipts for the 

present quarter will annual to 90,000 



Making the amount due Jan. 1, 18 1 3. $1,181,685 
In the year 1813 they wero reduced 43,0*10 

Leaving due 1st Jan. 1814, $ 1,138,03d 
Ami in the year 1814 they have 
been increased 305,000 

$1,503,685 

Making the whole amount due from the stata 
on the 30th September, 1811, one million, tivo 
hundred and three thousand, six hundred and 
eighty five dollars. 

These debts bear an interest of six per 
cent, per annum, payable annually, and are 
due to the following hanks viz : 

To the Bank of Xew-Ynrfc, 82fi,r>8.» 
Manhattan Company, 50,0<** 
Merchants' Bank, ' 75.000 
Ncw-York State Bank, 100,000 
Bank of Albanv, 75,0fj0 
Bank of America. 257,000 
City Bank of New-York. 120,000 



Malting a total of $ 932,826 14 

Probable amount of disburse- 
ments, as stated above, 991,168 75 

From which, if the probable a- 
mount of receipts as stated 
above, be deducted, 932,826 14 

There will be a deficiency or $ 58 312 61 
still to be provided for to meet the expenses 
ot the vear. Ami it is proper to observe, that 
of the" $365,000 which tho public debt was 
thi« year increased, 2<>6,300 dollars only were 
required to make the investments in bank 
stoek and in the Seneca lock navigation com- 
pany stock, and to make the loans that wrre 
made out of the general funds of the state ; 
the residue (78.700) being required to meet 
Other expenditures. 

To the deficiency of 58.342 61 to be provi- 
ded for as stated above, may be added the 



Dollars 1,503.635 

The comptroller is decidedly of opinion that 
it would be inexpedient at this time to dipe. a 
of any of the funds of the state. No one il w 
could now he disced olT unless at a sacrin- e. 
But yet, as the state owns bank stock to a ve- 
ry large amount, it might be proper to grant 
a discretionary power somewhere, to make 
sale o r a part of it. and to authorize also the 
sale of a part or the whole of the three per 
cent, stock of the United States, whenever it 
might be deemed lor the interest of the state 
to sell. Stocks are now at very reduced pri- 
ces, and were those h» longing to the slate, or 
any considerable portion of them, thrown into 
market, they would, without doubt, be much 
morn depressed. Xor does he believe that it 
would be expedient to rail in the principal of 
the debts due to th:- state. Other moans for 
meeting appropriations and demands on the 



li.-,! „. : * treasury than the calling in or making sale of 

calls, if any. which may be made on the shares any piir t 0 r t f K . f utu j s , na y, and o.»ght, in the 
•f the state in the stoek of the Seneca lock opinion of the eotitptmlh V, t 



..aviation companv. and oti such bank stock 
of the state as is not yet tilled up. 
The debts due from the state, 
amounted on the 1st January, 
1«06. to 130,000 
In the conrse of that year they 

30.000 



leaving due 
And in the course of the year 1807 
thay wire reduced 



, to he resorted to. 
Taxes laid for <Ii>eI;aigmg d^bls contracted 
for the defence of the sui-. or for meeting fu- 
ture appropriations for this purpose, will, 
without doubt, be clu e fully paid. A tax of 
one mill on the dollar of* tin: valuations of the 
real and personal estates within this state, it 
is ascertained, will produce at least two hun- 
, dred thousand dollars, and this ought certainly 

100,000 to be coieifler -d a Sight and easy tax, and such 
as might be paid without inconvenience to any 
25,000 one : "And even were it doubled, it could not 



be considered a heavy tax. 



Leavia* due $ 75,006 1 The funds ought, in the opinion of the cooip- 
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troller, to be kept unimpaired, and the debts 
be discharged, and future appropriation* to be 
provided for by taxes, and by enforcing the im- 
mediate collection of arrears oft interest due 
en bonds and mortgages, of quit rents and of 
taxes. It is impossible to ascertain with pre- 
cision the amount - f these arrears, but it is 
Relieved they will not fall short of 950,000 
dollar*. 

By providing thus for the extinguishment 
•f the public debt, and for the expenses incur- 
red and to be incurred for defence, the funds 
will remain entire, and yield thereafter a re- 
venue that shall be equal to all the ordinary 
expenses of government, besides affording a 
surplus to enable the Legislature to continue 
that liberality in making grants for the im- 
provement of the navigation of our waters, 
for opening and making of roads and >ridges, 
and for various other purposes, which it is be- 
lieved has essentially contributed to the 
growth and prosperity of the state. 

A notice for the sale of lauds for quitreots 
has been prepared, and one for the sale of 
lauds for taxes is in preparation. The first 
might have been published before now; but 
the comptroller deemed it his duty to delay 
the publication until the legislature should 
decide whether the mode of giving notice of 
sale, and the manner and conditions of sale, 
should not be altered. From the experience 
bad ef the mode of giving notice of sale un- 
der oar last act for the assessment and collec- 
tion of taxes, it is found incomparably better 
and les* expensive than the former mode ; and 
it is now respectfully submitted, whether the 
same mode should not be adopted with re- 
spect to the notice of sale of lands charged 
with quit rents. The publication of the quit 
rent advertisement now prepared for the 
press, if published in the way prescribed by 
the existing law, would probably cost six or 
eight thousand dollars ; whereas, the expense 
ot giving notice in the way proposed would 
not exceed the one eight of that sum, ami 
would besides be a much more effectual no- 
tice to the persons interested. The sale of 
lauds for quit rents, too. if made in the man- 
ner and on the conditions that lauds are sold 
for taxes, will be productive of many conve- 
niences and advantages. 

The revenues may and ought, in the opinion 
•f the comptroller, to be increased by placing 
the loans of 1786 and 179V on the same foot- 
ing as the loan of 1H08. and by requiring an 
interest of seven per centum per annum ou 
the bonds and mortgages to the state that are 
due, and those not due, as they fall due 
From such a provision, an increase of about 
10,900 dollars might be obtained. The loan 
of 1886 yields now but about 3 1-2 per cent, 
per annum, and the loan of 1792 but about 
£ 1-2 per cent, whilst that of 1808 yields six 
per cent, clear. They all fall due next year, 
and may therefore now with propriety bc> mo 
diked as the legislature shall deem cxuedieul. 



Seven percent, has been paid with thei 
freedom on the school fund loans, since it was 
raised to that rate, as six per cent. wa» for- 
merly ; aad it is believed that the increased 
rate will generally be paid on the other debts 
due. to the state with the san»e cheerfulness. 
Where it is not, the same principal will he 
paid in, and may then be so invested in loans 
or otherwise, an to produce 7 per cent, per 
annum. 

The revenue cannot with propriety, in the 
opinion of the comptroller, be increased by 
the sale of any of the landed property of 
the state for the present. When the quanti- 
ty of land appropriated for the benefit of the 
school fund is all disposed of, tbm the general 
funds, as well as revenues, will be annually 
gradually increased as the public lands may 
be sold. In the mean time, none ought to be 
sold, except for the benefit of the school /if od, 
unless it might be to satisfy such appropria- 
tions for opening roads through or near the 
public lands, as the legislature might deem 
calculated toenhanee the value of the lands, 
and render them more saleable. 

No particular time, has been specified for 
the redemption of the public debt, nor have 
any particular funds been set apart for the 
purpose. The faith of the state is pledged 
that provision shall he made before the expi- 
ration ef the charters of the bank of America 
and the city bank of New- York, to repay 
monies borrowed of those banks respectively. 
The loans from the other banks are payable 
out of the first unappropriated monies. which 
may be in the treasury ; but although not in 
terms, yet the faith of the state must here 
also be considered as pledged to repay these 
loans before the charters of the respective 
hanks from which they have been obtained, 
expire. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ARCH D. M'INTYKE, CompV 
Albany, Oct, 1, 1814. 



SPEECH OF THE GOVERNOR OF C03T- 

NECTICUT. 
Qrntlcmen of thr counc*, Mr. Speaker, anu 

grnlkmcn of the house of rcpresaUa- 

tives, 

The war in which the nation is un- 
happily in vol veil, subjected this state to 
unusual embarrassments during the last 
campaign, and from a cause sufficiently 
known to the world. Other causes have 
tugmented these embarrassment* the pre- 
sent year. An unexplained, and I m\y 
rtdd unjustifiable attack upon the town «>f 
Stonington, followed by threats of the 
enemy to lay wnste the «<• • cons! wherev er 
assailable, necuMarily ««HcU into service 
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numerans bodies of militia. The resolve 
of the general assembly equally just and 
literal in its provisions, which directed 
the commander in chief to discharge from 
the treasury of the state the wages of such 
troops us might be employed at the request 
of the general government, in the event 
of a failure on the part of that government 
to pay them, has thus far been carried in- 
to effect. t'he personal sacrifices of our 
fellow citizens engaged in the service, al- 
though endured with patience, have been 
sensibly felt ; whilst the pay mid subsis- 
tence of so Urge a force, with the inciden- 
tal expenditures, it will be readily (ter- 
cel ved must have borne heavily upon the 
funds of the state. It was the expecta- 
tion of the legislature that the sums re- 
quired for these objects would either he 
regularly supplied in the first instance by 
the national government, or if advanced 
by the state, would he promptly reim- 
bursed. 1 am compelled to inform you 
that this expectation is not fulfilled. Par- 
tial supplies were indeed furnished by the 
war department. These however did not 
commence with the campaign, and for a 
considerable time past they have been 
altogether withheld; particularly from 
that portion of our military force called 
out at the request of the national execu- 
tive, and at the moment employed in pro- 
tecting the ships and other property of 
the United States. The pretensions set 
up to justify this transaction have never 
before »>een urged in this state. They 
are in my judgment entirely incompatible 
with its rights. 

Rut although the promised support was 
withdrawn, the service was not abandon- 
ed. My duty to the nation and the state 
forbade any other course than that which 
would contribute to the honour and safe- 
ty of both. The documents regarding a 
procedure so unexpected will at a proper 
time Ik? laid before you. 

Under such circumstances, gentlemen, 
and thus unassisted, we are left to defend 
ourselves against a formidable and exas- 
perated enemy. It becomes us to ac- 
knowledge the Divine Hand in the pro- 
tection hitherto afforded ns, and with 
humble confidence in the same Almighty 
aid, to |»ersevere in the honourable and 
resolute discharge of our duty. 

To the troops of all descriptions em- 
ployed in the defence of the state, the 
highest praise is due for a Unc of conduct 
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every way creditable to them as citizen* 
and as soldiers. Their love of order has 
oeen uniform, and their martial spirit ex- 
emplary on various and trying occasions. 
The assault upon Stonington was resisted 
with a firmness and intrepidity that merit 
unqualified applause. 

Whether the state shall be defended, is 
a question on which 1 presume there it 
but one opinion. The most economical 
and efficient mode of accomplishing the 
object becomes an interesting enquiry. 
Whatever system of defence may be 
thought best adapted to out situation, 1 
trust we are satisfied that to rely solely 
on the militia to guard our extended sea 
coast is neither politic nor reasonable. 
It is a service oppressive to them, and 
highly inconvenient and expensive ttt 
the state; nor ought the duties of a camp 
or garrison, unless in extreme cases, to he 
required of them. The same objection 
applies in degree to every other species 
of our military force as at present organi- 
zed. Permit me therefore to suggest tW 
expediency of raising a select corps, for 
the specific purpose of watching the move- 
ments of the enemy, and of resisting his 
approach, until the assistance of the ordi- 
nary forces can be obtained. The num- 
ber of troops, and mode of raising them, 
their particular organization and period of 
service, with the means of supporting such 
an establishment, and of meeting the una- 
voidable expenses growing out of a state 
of war, will of course enter into your de- 
liberations upon this subject. 

But in any point of view, the impor- 
tance of improving the militia by every 
practicable method is evident. Those 
reforms which experience may have ren- 
dered advisable will not escaj>e your ob- 
servation. You will, however, allow me 
to recommend, what 1 have once before 
had the honour to mention, an increase 
of the artillery. By the act of congress 
passed in 1 702 one eleventh part only of 
the militia is reserved both for artillery 
and cavalry. We have a greater propor- 
tion of the latter than of the former, and 
with much less occasion for them. It 
would he very desirable to* preserve our 
excellent body of dragoons unbroken, if 
without reducing their number the artille- 
ry could be augmented. But according 
to existing regulations this is impossible. 
It is believed that by converting a jwirtion 
of the cavalry into horse-artillery, the ad- 
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Yanlages of both descriptions of force 
Would in a good degree in- combined, Ih.n 
the change could <>e effected with litlie 
difficulty, tm<\ tli.il it would l>e cl>eerfidh 
embraced by a competent number of thai 
respectable corps. On the beneficial con- 
sequences of such an arrangement, uu 
Comment is necessary. 

Orders have been issued for carrying 
into effect the sev ernl resolutions oi Uu 
legislature respecting the proof of aims, 
mounting of ordnance, the purchase <»l 
the muuilious of war, ami other object* 
connected with the service. The report* 
«f the proper oilicers chained wilh theit 
execution will be su'juiiiled to your exa- 
mination. 

You must have olwrved, gentlemen, 
with peculiar satisfaciio:i, llie patriotic 
efforts of our fellow t'iii-ms in this ami 
other towns on the eoasi, iu e 'lis.i ta tiau 
fortifications for their iimnt diate d.ieuct 
To furnish the works with suitable ord- 
liance, where it is uot already provided, 
is the least reward you can bestow on 
these laudable exertions. 

You will learn, with equal satisfaction, 
that important additions are nude to the 
corjja of volunteer exempts, and at Ihosi 
points where their services are most re 
quired. The disposition thus to increase 
the effective force of the state is happily 
prevailing, and it is to be ho;»ed will ex- 
tend to every man capable of hearing 
arms, who values either his own security, 
or those institutions which are hallowed 
by time, and rendered inestimable by the 
unnumbered blessings they confer. 

I have received, and shall lay before 
you, an official communication fro.n thi 
governor of Khode-lslan.l, expressing tlx 
readiness of that slate to afford us assis- 
tance 44 in case of invasion, or i:n:ninen; 
danger thereof," and soliciting from thi* 
stale, under an exchange of circumstan- 
ces, a like co-operation. A proposition, 
so friendly in itself, and which reminds us 
of those early associations formed by our 
common ancesiors in times of great public 
calamity, is surely entitled to respectful 
consideration. 

(Jkntlkmks — The usual husiness of 
the session will engage your attention 
•without a particular recommendation from 
Die. Your chief concern will be directed 
to thccrilic.il nspeet of our national affairs, 
and to its influence upon the present safe- 
ty and future prosperity of thi* state. 
The occurrences which have taken place 



since the last session oflne general assess* 

bly, cau \re viewed wilh no ordinary sen- 
sations. The sanguinary temper with 
which the war is prosecuted— a vast ;c- 
cumulation of debt— a ruined commerce, 
and the consequent depression of euhlio 
and private credit—extensive encroich- 
meuls on the maritime frontier, and final- 
ly the invasion of the American metropo- 
lis, attended with circumstances deeply 
wounding to our national honour, are 

• rnontr the misfortunes which have mark- 
ed this eventful period. On the other 
hand, new tin) illustrious proof* of the 
consummate skill and bravery which cha- 
racterise our seamen, ami the undaunted 
resolution with which hostile aggression 
Ins in various instances been rejielled 
from our borders, have not left us wholly 
without consolation, nor without recollec- 
tion of that system of policy which, under 
(»od, wo: j Id have established the security 
of this n.ition. We are continually fur- 
nished with eviilence that although the 
s irit of conquest is foreign to the genius 
of our u ivcrurncnt, anil to the moral ha- 
bits of the ik'o. le, the resources of the 
country, under a wise and vigorous direc- 
tion, are ahunriaully adequate to its de- 
fence. We had no ted at the commence- 
ment of hostilities, for such a distribution 
of these resources as that our own territo- 
ry at least might have escaped violation. 
\ different course was pursued, and we 
'ehold its result in the alarming fact, that 
a war waged by the national authorities 
is thrown for its sup|K>(1 U|»on individual 
states. The legislature ofthe nation can- 
lot be inattentive to this unprecedented 

state of things. They will perceive not 
uily the justice but the necessity of re- 
•iev ing the States from a burden, which it 
•.as the primary object of their union to 

• void. In the mean time, gentlemen, the 
duties devolved upon us are arduous. 
They will be executed 1 trust with pro- 
•ortiouate jseal and firmness. And may 
•he Divine blessing attend our endeavours 
to prcscrre the important interests com- 
mitted to our charge. 

JOHN COTTON SMITH. 

General Assembly, 
October Session, A. D. 1814. 
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professional affairs, he will nevertheless 
vote Tor him again. Capacity, op incapa- 
city, is not the question with him in these 
matters. He is a patriot, a repuMican, 
you know. Autl with him it is a clear 
truth, that stupidity, if it be but repuMir 
can, is worth all the good sense in the 
world, if that good sense is federal. 

It is tins, that discourages appeals from 
much better hewls than mine, to the public 
judgment. Itfeu of sense do not merely 
despair of penetrating the puMic under- 
standing through the mist of prejudice in 



If it be indeed true, and it is not only 
a sound political, but a fundamental repub- 
lican maxim, that the fortunes of a nation ! which it floats, and which seems indeed 
depend upon the abilities of those who j to be its atmosphere, but even then they 
conduct its affairs, the future prospects of j despair of the conversion of those they 
the people of these states arc as gloomy, 
as their past misfortunes have been great. 
If it be fair to calculate upon what is to 
happen, from what has happened, ami ex- 
perience is said to be a most unerring 
teacher, two years more of war, under its 
present miserable bungling conductors, 
will probably leave us little to boast of 
besides the infatuated and obstinate sup- 
port which we have yielded to the infatua- 
ted and obstinate author of our country's 
ruin. But such matters as a country's 
good, or a nations prosperity, are not to 

be judged of by the same rules of pru- 
dence aud good sense which enter into 

the examination of other concerns. The 

enquiry, when public affairs are discussed, 

is not, have things been ill done, or well 

done ? If a democrat should find that a 

democratic lawyer, after hav ing given him 

all the encouragement in his law suit, has 

bungled his business and lost the suit, he 

will sooner employ a federalist than him. 

But let him vote which shall manage pub- 
lic affairs for him, and he will not hesitate 

to prefer his own democratic bungler 



nose 

convince; the consequence of all which 
is, that the people of this country are 
scarcely ever addressed in print, except 
by those who, like myself, make a busi- 
ness of it. The days when Hamilton, 
Jay, and Ames enlightened our country, 
are gone by. Party, party is the shield 
that protects from conviction. Advance 
the most conclusive arguments; arrange 
your facts and press them with irresistahle 
force upon the understanding — .»arty for- 
bids the convicted from confessing con- 
viction. The reputation of the chief, is 
made the reputation of the party ; and it 
is not strange, therefore, that Mr. Madi- 
son's fitness or unfitness, should have been 
tnade a party quest ion ; and being so, that 
it should have been decided by party feel- 
ings, rather than sober judgment. 

At the present moment, if 1 understand 
the matter right, the only question be- 
tween the federal and democratic party, 
is his fitness. And, notwithstanding all 
his blunders, to deny his fitness is faction ; 
to maintain it, patriotism. To appeal to 
the disastrous history of the present war, 



And let him bungle in public as he has in [ to establish bis utter ineapaeity, is font- 
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t>>« ; ami to disregard all the evidence of 
facts, accumulated as they arc, and to ad- 
ht r<- to the man who has done us all (he 
mischief which the moat utter incompe- 
tency could have produced, is republican- 
ism. Now it is well kumn, that ninety- 
nine hundrelhs of the people of the Uni- 
te t States are republicans. Mr. Madison 
9. s he is a republican, those who support 
him and tire war, because lie and the war 
support them, proclaim him a most incon- 
testable and unrivalled republican, except, 
indeed, that each one of these is as per- 
fect a republican as any human being can 
be. Accordingly when an election takes 
pl. ee, the questions are not, was this war 
justly or unjustly, prudently or imprudent- 
ly commenced ? Has it been wisely or 
foolishly continued ? Has it beeu ably or 
villainously conducted ? fs it likely to 
be honourably or dishonourably contiuu- 
cd ? happily or disastrously terminated? 
Is the contriver and conductor of it fit to 
superintend its operations ? These en- 
quiries are scouted. Mr. Madison is a re- 
publican. The war was declared by the 
republican party, and disastrous or not, its 
direction in unskilful hands or uot, it is a 
war of the republican party, and every 
man that belongs to that parly is bound in 
honour to support the war, and with it 
Mr. Madison, who caused it to be com- 
menced. In course, the srcoil of the coun- 
try is a bagatelle about which republican- 
ism is not to trouble itself; and the ecood 
of Ihc party, which, in plain English, 
means uolbing but the good of those who 
lead, and are to get offices from the party, 
b ihe only subject of anxiety ; and what 
is worse, the good of the party is made to 
mean the pood of the country, as if the 
enriching of those who riot on what is 
y rung from us by taxes, is a national be- 
nefit. We, the people, become every 
year poorer and poorer; and tliey, the 
party leaders, the holders of offices, lie* 
' eome every year richer and richer ; and, 
ftiercfor*, it is demanded, that we should, 



one and all, throw up our hats into the air 
and rejoice. 

The poor, who at the best, are a I way* 
uncomfortable, must rejoice, although they 
are reduced to beggary, because, forsooth, 
such a mau, a good republican, manages 
the loan ; or because, such a one is enrich- 
ing himself as a contractor, and he is no 
less of a republican, than all those who 
make a trade, and a profitable one they 
all make, of their republicanism. Indeed 
the republican party prospers, aud pros- 
pers much, if while the mass of them are 
becoming every day |>oorer, the leaden 
are becoming every day richer from the 
very same cause. t; The republican par- 
ty is triumphant ! Huzza for the repub- 
lican party !" Shouts the poor infatuated 
maniac, who returns reeling home from the 
democratic orgies at Martlings. " John 
have you got money to buy us bread to- 
morrow morning," cries his sorrowful wife. 
u How shall we get our winters wood; 
Johu ? And quarter day will be round- 
again soon, and how is our rent to be- 
paid, Johu 1 n " O daddy see my shoes,* 
cries poor Nancy, my toes are sticking 
out, ami in these cold mornings, they are 
most frozen going about for things." And 
my coat (says Stephen) is almost worn- 
out, it can't be patched any more ; I wish 
you would get me a new coat. And dad- 
dy, the madam says, she must be paid for 
Nancy's schooling and mine, or she can't 
have us come any more." But John is a 
republican ; to him the republican party i* 
all in all ; John can let his children starve 
and freeze, but he would uot forego the 
pleasure of spending his only shilling at 
Tammany Hall, and huzzaing for the 
republican parry, from any compassion to 
his own offspring. The return of old 
Washingtonian times, when peace and 
plenty rendered every honest man's fire- 
side a little paradise to him. are hateful to- 
John, because the tones want such times,, 
and are trying to bring them about again* 
and John hates the tories. 
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fcln *©ni meriting UtC repnbU«atioti of the num- 
bers, of which the following is introductory, Ido 
»ol yet yieM ray awnt lo the urgumenls it pro- 
mises. But the writer is A. on k at M vn ! i-'roiu 
tin; same pen proceeded the number* in the (irst 
volume of this publication, under the head of 
41 thk roau to ruin." This writer, hitherto, 
has never misstated a fact, nor uidcavourcd to 
impose a falite argument upon the public. And 
although the prejudice of the moment is against 
ihe course he pursues, he shall be heard in the 
Examiner; and the rather, because the opportu- 
nity of making a peace, if it be indeed in out- pow- 
er, ought not to be abandoned in u moiucut of 
Jteliiii; and pulsion. — Ed. Ex.] 

From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

trnall tcAo with for a termination of this txn- 
huppif rear on te nits not dtafiowmrdbtc to our 
country, and calculated to produce a lasting 
and durable peace. 

jA FREE BUT CANDID DISCUSSION OF THE LATE 
KE00TIATIO.V. — So. t. 

This country is divided into two great par- 
ties—the friends of peace, and the friends of 
war. The former it is believed, are much the 
most numerous. The latter arc prepared and 
determined, to avail themselves of every op- 
portunity to in/lame the passions and to in- 
crease the partisans of war. 

The friends of peace arc composed of men 
of ail elates and all characters. Many of 
them are young and ardent. They love their 
country, they justly value its honour. Others 
-of them love popularity, and look forward to 
political power. That power they know de- 
pends on public opinion. If a sudden clamour 
is excited, they fear that the populur opinion 
* ill be against them ; and determined to be 
on the strongest side, they often join with- 
out due examination in the outcry which their 
enemies purposely excite. 

The writer of the following remarks, has 
lived too long in the world to be governed by 
such first impressions, which his experience 
has shown to him arc usually wrong. 

It has been his wish to wait till the ferment 
bas subsided ; to read attentively, weigh, and 
compare, before he decides. 

Hence, though in the minority at first, he 
«ftcn has (bund himself iu the cud Hippoited 
*y the public voice. 

Never was a question so deeply interesting 



passion and agitation (o decide nastily on the 
conduct of au elaborate uegoii.it ion, and to 
declare at once tint all hope* oi peace are. 
precluded by the demands of the enemy. 

If we do this, we do every tiling o:»r inter- 
nal enemies could wish. Never was Air. Mi- 
disou in such spirits, we are told ; and why 
Because ho bviieves there is no hopes of 
peace, and became ho hopes the people will, 
act like fools aud madmen, will forget the. 
man who has brought these calamities upon 
us, and reserve t!i ir indignation wholly for 
the enemy, who, as in all negotiations, hap- 
pens to demand much marc than hj means to 
take. 

i\ly remarks on this topic will, I know, ha 
interesting, and will he generally read, not. 
on account of their merit, but because every 
tiling on so vital a topic wiil be read with avi- 
dity. The d scusM.iu will however be long, 
and will reipdre patience and candour. Those 
who are in t.»<> great a passion lo reason, I 
would conned not to read tms-.i re;::u'ks» 
They will iuitamc Ibem the m.»re, becausu 
they will be temperate and diilicail to an- 
swer. 

The first remark I will mike is, and it U 
one which no mm can deny, that m-ver since., 
the British treaty, that most aair.iruid't 
guard;**! and preserver of our peace, d:d any 
political question appear before the p.-;opL' io 
so unfair and prejudiced a light. Ths public 
mind was inflamed aud preoccupied before 
the despatches appeared. 

-Many men confound the previrmt reports 
with the artuzl de:nuiul$, and the p*;siouate 
and uotbunded suggestion, that the terms wera 
Mich as none but a CMi:i;ut. mg nation would 
impose on a centered people." will have 
sunk so deep iu weak minds lb.:t all the ar- 
guments iu the world, an 1 a f .ii dieday of 
tado, will not remove l;;e. imprei i;;n. 

A sccoud retna/k 1 would make is. that it 
is not my purpose to prove the British tic - 
mauds reasonable. There is seldom f •<>/ rea- 
son in the aulie! of n "goiiations. In Der.-n:- 
ber Uonap vi te insisted on Holland and Italy, 
but in February he mi-h: have been cyuleiu- 
ed with France. 

It is my chief View to show, 
First, what tin; demands arc not, that is, 
whai. (.ireat-iiritain dots uui dern^ii J. 

becoudly, to djsmimii.t:,. between what 
she proposes as ultimata, or as a sine qua nun. 



As the present, and one would suppose, that, and what she merely wgjd against eitrava 



if we were as wise and intelligent as we pro- 
fess to be, our candour aud desire of investi- 



:ant demands on our side. 



Aud thirdly, to discuss the only article she 
gat ion, would be iu proportion to the interest J insists u|.«on, aud to .how, (which by the bless - 
we feel in the question. ing of i.^.i i think I tan do.) that the inter- 

Borue down by the distresses experienced, ' r cst of all the commercial states, the real ho- 
and the still greater calamities to be fcarerf tuour and welfare of the country, may w- l) 
from this war, just <•?: the eve of an important [consist with her only absolute demand, which 
election which is to decide the character of a is pejee, penmi.ts nt peace with tin.' Indian 
future congress, when our fate, for perhaps ouc trices, secured by ti c mutual go nYnlee o. 
bund red years is lo be decided by our present both nations ano a barrier of \r\tt c»nt:U-y m» 
eendact, it wonW be Badness in a m«n*c»t «f aiiw.uW;; to cither party. 
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F have gone so far in explaining my objects, 
tli t I have only room in the compass of a 
in derate address to open myself as to tbe 
fu>l point. 

We are told that Britain meant to humble 
our nation by requiring ne should explicitly 
yield ihe qucsliin of impressment. This 
«ou!d have wounded our honour more than 
yi din?, what appears to be so touching to 
some persons, a ft w barren, unsettled acres. 

I st all <ay something oti this latter point 
hei oal'U r. It is a strange idea, and rather a 
proud ami lofty one above the temper of 
Louis XIV. or Great Britain, that our nation 
is ibe only one on earth which cannot treat 
upon boundaries, if the proposed change only 
tends to preserve peace, ami not to enrich or 
aggrandize our eueoiy, or impoverish our- 
selves. 

Bnt my object is now to show what Britain 
il ts nnf demand. All the stories about her 



culars communicated in bis letter, I bare 
learnt that the ship which was destroyed, 
was the Hermes, of from 24 to guns, Capt. 
the Bon. W. Percy, senior officer in the 
Gulf of Mexico; and the brig so considerably 
damaged is the Sophie, 13 guns, Capt. William 
lockyer. The other ship was tbe Charon, of 
from 24 to 28 guns, f apt. Spencer, son of 
Karl Spencer; the other brig's name not 
known. Ou board of the Charon. 85 men 
were killed and wounded ; among whom was 
Col. Nieholl, of the royaf marines, who lost 
an eye by a splinter. The land force con- 
sifted of 110 marin- s, and 200 Creek Indians, 
under the command of t apt. Woodbiue, of 
marines, and about 20 artillerists, with one 
four and a half inch howitzer, from which 
they discharged shells and nine pound *bot- 
Thoy rc-iimbarkvd tlio piee*\ re(ita»to<J 
hy land towards Pensacola, wbence tbej 
-ame. 

By the morning report of tbe 16th. there 



humiliating us on the subject of impressment, 

an- false. It would have been more degrading, were present in the fort tit for duty, 
after Mr. Madison's manifesto of war and that | and men, 1.58. 

of our congress, to hi«ve renounced this point | The result of this engagement has stamped 
expressly, than the cession of the Lake of the ( a character on the war in thi* quarter, highly 
V oods, whne scarce a civilized f»:ot ever trod. favourable to the American arms: it is an 
She says, however, she asks no such humilln- 'event from which may be drawn the most 
tion. Stir i« not anxious to have that point .favourable augury. 



even discussed, 
demo. 



Hear me out before you con- 
PACiFldS. 



An achievement so glorious in itself, and so 
important in its consequences, should be ap- 
preciated by the government ; and those con- 
lYeir-Ifampshire Election for Member* o/'ecrued are entitled to, and will doubtless re- 



ncrossary 



Congress 

Whole number of votes, 3 1,724 
to a ehoice 17,308. 
The Hon. Paniol Webster had 

Bradbury Cilley, 

William Hr.lo, 

Charles H. Athcrton, 

Roger Vo«e. 

Jeduthun Wilcox, 
And are elected. The votes for the demo- 
cratic candidates wcio. 

For John F. Parrot. 

Timothy Cphatn, 

D. I.. Morrill, 

D. Huntlcv, 

S. P. Webster, 

J. Butler, 



18,118 



16.13fl 

io,eoi 

If.. .039 
lfU7C. 

H>,rm 

16,430 



Copy of a letter front Major Central Jackson, 
to li e Secretary of War. dated 

Jitatt Quarters, 'th military District, 

Mobile. September 17th. 

Sin — With lively emotions of satisfaction, I 
communicate that success has crowned the 
gallant efforts of our brave soldiers, in resist- 
ing and repulsing a combined British naval 
and land lorco, which on the 15th in<tant at- 
tacked fort Bowyer, on the Point of Mobile. 

I enclose a copy of the official report of 
Major William Lawrence, of the 2d infantry, 
who commanded, la addition, to the parti- 



ceive, the nost gratifying evidence of the ap- 
probation of their countrymen. 

In the words of Major Lawrence, " where 
18 126 behaved we "» ' l * s unnecessary to discrimi- 
10 141 ,,ate -" Nut a " teing meritorious. 1 beg leave 
1fl'l°6 *° anncx * ne ,l * m c s of the officers who were en- 
17 934 •rP% Q, l a,u ' P 1 **-' 5 *" 1 '' aot * hope they will indi- 
1C12U VH " ,a "y« ,>e deemed worthy of distinction 

Major William Lawrenco, 2d infantry, coin- 
maudhig ; Capt. Walsh, of the artillery. Cap- 
tains Chamberlain, Browulow and Bradley, of 
the 2d infantry. Captains Sands, deputy com- 
missary of ordnance, Lieutenants Villard, 
Slurb s, Conway, II. Sanders, T. R. Sanders, 
Br.Kiks. Davis and B. Sanders, all of the 2d 
infantry. 

1 am confident that your own feelings wilj 
lead you to participate in my wishes on this 
mi' jeet. Permit me to soggest the propriety 
and justice of allowing to this gallant band 
the value of the vesscf destroyed by them. 

I remaiu with great respect, your obedient 
servant, A.\l)hEW JACKSON, 

Major General Commandant. 
lion. Secretary of War. 



Copy qf a letter from Major Lawrenu to Ma- 
jor General Jackson, dated 

FoaT Bowtcr, Sept. 1«. 1814. 
12 o'clock at night. 
SIR — After writing the enclosed, I was pre- 
vented by the approach of the enemy from 
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*eiimng it by expres*. Atmeridian they were 
under full sail, with an easy and favourable 
breeze, standing directly for the fort, and at 4 i 
P. M. we opened our battery, which was re- ( 
tnrned from two ships and two brigs, as Ihey j 
approached. The action became general at 
about 20 minutes part 4, and was continued 
without intermission on either ride until 7. 
when one ship and two brigs were compelled 
to retire. The leading ship, supposed to be 
the commodore, mounting twenty-two 32 
po-ind carronades, having anchored n« -arest onr 
battery, was so much disabled, her cable be- 
ing cut by our shot, that she drifted on shore, 
wbithin 600 yards of th* battery, and the 
other vessels having got out of our reach, we 
kept such a tremendous fire upon her that she 
was set on fire and abandoned by the few of 
the crew who survived. At 10 P. M. we had 
the pleasure of witnessing the explosion of her 
magazine. The loss of lives on board must 
have been immense, as we are certain no boats 
left her except three, which had previously 
gone to her assistance, ami one of these I be- 
lieve was sunk ; in fact, one of her boats was 
burned along side of her. 

The brig that followed her I am certain was 
much damaged both ia hull and rigging. The 
other two did not approach near enough to l»e 
so much injured, but I am confident did not 
escape, as a well directed fire was kept on 
them during the whole time. 

During the action a battery of a 12 pounder 
and a howitzer was opened on our rear, with- 
out doing any execution, and was silenced by 
a few shot. Our loss is four privates killed 
and five privates wounded. 

Towards the close of the action the flag- 
staff was shot away ; but the flag was imme- 
diately hoisted on a sponge staff' over the pa- 
rapet. While the flag was down, the enemy 
kept op their most incessant and tremendous 
fire ; the men were withdrawn from the cur- 
tius and N. E. bastion, as the enemy's own 
shot completely protected our rear, except 
the position they hadchoseufor their battery. 

Where all behaved well it is unnecessary to 
discriminate. Suffice it to say, every officer 
and man did his duty ; the whole behaved 
with that coolness and intrepidity which is 
characteristic of the true American, and which 
could scarcely have been expected from men 
most of whom had never seen an enemy, and 
were now for the first time exposed for nearly 
three hours to a force of neariy or quite four 
guns to one. 

We fired during the action betwecu 4 and 
.WO guns, most of them double shotted, and 
after the first half hour but few missed an ef- 
fect. WM. LAWRENCE. 

— — ^Jf ^ — 
iCopyqf a letter from Major General Brown to 
the tecreUry of war, dated 
Head Quarters, Camp Fort Erie, 

September 29, 1814. 

Sir— Id jny letter of the 18th inst. I briefly 



informed you or the fortunate issue of the sor- 
tie which took place the day preceding. Hut 
it is due to the gallant officers and men, to 
whose bravery we are indebted for our s <•- 
cess on this occasion, that I should give yosi a 
more circumstantial and detailed account of 
this affair. 

The enemv's camp I ascertained to be situ- 
ated in a field, surrounded by woods, nearly 
two miles distant from their batteries and en- 
trenchments, the object of whic h was to k<ep 
that part of their force which was not ii|kui 
duty, out of the range of our tire from Fort 
Erie and Mlaek Hock. Their infantry was 
formed into three brigades, estimated at 
twelve or fifteen hundred men each, inw of 
those brigades, with a detail from their artil- 
lery, was stationed at their works, (these be- 
ing" but 600 yard* distant from Old Fort Erie, 
and the riiht of our line.) We had already 
suffered much from the fire of two of their bat- 
teries, and were aware that a third was about 
to open upon us. Under these circumstances, 
I determined to storm the batteries destroy 
the camion, and roughly handle the brigade 
ujion duty, before those in reserve could be 
brought into action. 

On the morning of the 10th, the infantry 
and riflemen, regulars and militia, were .>rder- 
ed to lie paraded and put in readiness to inarch 
precisely at 12 o'clock. General Porter with 
the volunteers, Colonel Gibson with the rifle- 
men, and .Major F? rooks with the 23d and 1st 
infantry, and a IV w dragoons acting as infan- 
try, were ordered to move from the extreme 
left of our position upon the euemy's right, by 
a passage opened through the woods Ibr the 
occasion. General Miller was directed to sta- 
tion his command in the ravine, which lies be- 
tween Fort Erie and the enemy's batteries, 
by passing them by detachments through the 
skirts of the wood— and the 21st infantry un- 
der General Ripley was posted as a corps of 
reserve between the new bastions of Fort 
Erie ; all under cover, and out of the view of 
the enemy. 

About 20 minutes before 3 P. .\T. I found 
the loll columns under the command of Gene- 
ral Porter, which were destined to turn the 
euemy's right, within a few rods of the British 
entrenchments. They were ordered to ad- 
vance and conmence the action. Passing 
down the ravine, I judged from the report of 
musketry, that the action had commenced on 
our left; I now hastened to General Miller, 
and directed them to seize the moment and 
pierce the enemy's entrenchments bet we n 
batteries No. 2 and 3. Mv orders were prompt- 
ly and ably executed. Within 30 uiiuutes af- 
ter the first gun was fired, batteries No. 2 and 
3. the enemy's line of entrenchments, and ids 
two block houses, were in our possession. 

Poon after battery No. 1 was abandoned hy 
the British. The guns in each were spik d 
by us, or otherwise destroyed, and the maga- 
• ziue of No. . 3 was blown up. 
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A few minutes before the rrplosion, I bad 
ordered up a reserve under General Bipky. 
As he passed mo at Uie head of his rohmui,* I 
desired him, as he would he the senior in ad- 
vance, to ascertain as near as possible Ihe si- 
tuation of the troops in general, and to have a 
< are that no more wes h'/itrdw! than the oc- 
casion reipiii-ed : that, the ohject of the sor- 
1ie effected, the troops would retire in gond 
order, *co. Gei.er.il l.iplcy passed rapidly 
on. «»on after I h tea me alarnu d for General 
Miller, and sent an order Ibr the 2lst to bast- 
• n lo his support, towards battery No. 1. Co- 
h.;,< ! I 'ph:im received tire order, and advanced 
Tii lie aid ei < m nt r ill .Miller. General Uipley 
had inr'ir.cd lo the left, where Major Brooks' 
command was eevaged. with a view of making 
seme ueoe^ary t iup;ii i'-s of that olhVor, and 
in Ihe act ol'»:ni::g so u a v unlorlunati Iv wound- 
ed. Hy thi* time the object of the sertie was 
a< complied beyond my ii:<i«t sanguine expec- 
tations. General Mi!h r hat! consequently or- 
«!» re(i the troop*; on the ri.^hi to fall hack — ob- 
serving this movement, 1 sent my suJ along 
the line, to call in the other corps. V\ iihin 
a lew ti.iir.ies ihry rt t.red Irom the ravine, 
and fniin thence te < amp. 

Ti ns er.e tl.ouPMui regular* and an equal 
poiiion ol militia, in et c hour of close action. 
Holed the .' opes of the enemy, destroyed the 
fruits of l.lty dujs labour, and' diminished his 
» I eetive force H.I.H) men at least. I am at a 
lo*s to express my satisfaction at the gallant 
cein i. ct ol the oiheers and men of this divi- 
sion, whose? valour has shone superior to ever)' 
trial. General loiter m his official report 
herein inclosed, has very properly noticed 
these patriotic citiy.ens who have done so 
n ueh 1 eii'.ur to themselves, by freely and vo- 
luntary M ik ring their services at a dangerous 
and critical period. 

As the set ne of action was in a wood in ad- 
vai ce of the position 1 had chosen, Ibr ductu- 
les the movement* of the whole, several re- 
ports of the commandant* of coips, mind gi.uie 
loo in noticing indiv iduals. 

General ."oilier mentions Licnteittnt Colo- 
nel L'ecuJe, y.i.jor 'J rim hie. Captain* Hall, and 
In-eiMdl, limit I .'i:ts I 'raw ford, and I ee. an<l 
yutiitvlut ly Lnsigu O'h ling, as entitled to 
distinct i«.n. 

Lieutenant Colonel M 'Donald, upon whom 
the command of the rille corps devolved, upon 
the fall of the brave and generous Gibsoii, 
l an es Adjutants Miort ridge of ti e 1st, and 
lialhTd of li e 4th regiment, as di serving the 
hi'.hosl applause lor their promptness and gal- 
l.ti.trv, in coir.mi.nit aling outers. ()i Ihe other 
ctV.ccrs. he r< |H i ls ^encraliy, that the bravery 
and g<-ed conduct of all. was so conspicuous., 
as to render it iirtpo>Mble to discriminate. 

Major Brooks, lo whom much cridit is due 
for the distinguished maimer in which he exe- 
(iitnl the eiders he received, speaks in high 
ti-ipis of Lo-efenants Got •dell, Ingorsoll, Li- 
vu-^ton, lu.'i.-us liruut and Q'k ling, cf ihe 



23d — particularly of the laUtr. Alto ofCsp- 
tain Siinms, Lieutenants Rissel, 
Bridnot of tlie 1st infantry, and 
j Watts of the dragoons. 

Lieutenant Colonel I'pham. who took 
mnnd of the reserve after (ieneral Ripley was 
disabled, bestows great praise upon Major 
Chambers, of the 4th regiment of riflemen, at- 
; tached to the 21st inlantry, as also ii|ionCapt. 
I Bradford and Lieut. Holding of that regiment. 

My staff. Colonels Snelling, and Gardner,- 
Major Jones, and my aidde-camps Major Au- 
stin, and Lieutenant Armstrong, were as usu- 
al zealous, intelligent and active, they per- 
formed every duty required of them, to my 7 
entire satisfaction. 

Major Hall, assistant inspector general, led 
a battalion of militia, and conducted with skill 
and gallantry. Lieutenant Kirby, aid-de-camp 
to General Biplvy, was extremely active and 
useful during the timt be was in action. 

Lieutenants Fra/er and Kiddle were in Ge- 
neral I price's staff; their bravery was con- 
spicuous, and uo oUieers of their grade were 
more useful. 

The corps of artillery, commanded by Ma- 
ji r liiudmaii, which has been so eminently 
distinguished throughout this campaign, had 
no opportunity of taking a part in the sortie. 
The 26th infantry, under Colonel Jossup, was 
stationed in hort Erie, to bald the key ol our 
position. 

Colonel Brady, on whose firmness and good 
conduct every reliance could be placed, was 
on command at Buftaloe, with the remains of 
the 2«d infantry. Lieutenant Colonels M 'Bee, 
ai d >\ ood of the engineers, having rendered 
to this army services the most important, I 
must seine the opportunity of again mention- 
ing them particularly. On every trying oc- 
casion 1 have reaped" much benelit from their 
souud and excellent advice. No two offi- 
cers of their grade, could have contributed 
more to the valety and honour of this army. 
Wood, brave, generous, and enterprising, died 
a> he hail lived, without a feeling but for the 
honour of his country, and the glory of her 
arms. 11 is name and riumplc will live to guide 
tlx' soldier in the path of duty, so long as true 
hcro^oi is held in estimation. M'Bee lives 
to enjoy the approbation of every virtuous ami 
generous mind, and to receive tlie reward due 
to his services and high military talents. 

It is proper here to notice, that although 
but one third ih the enemy's force was on 
duty when h;s works were carried, the whole 
were brought into action while we were em- 
ployed in destroying his cannon. We secured 
prisoners from seven of his regiments, and 
know that the 6th and t52d suite red severely* 
in killed and wounded, yet tne->e regiments 
were not upon duty. 

Lieutenant General Dmmmond broke up 
his camp during the night of the 2!st, and re- 
tired to his entrenchments behind the Chip- 
pawa. A party of enr men came up with the 
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General Miller in taking the second battery, 
th" gallant leaders of the three division.*, all 
Tell nearly at the same time : Colonel Gibson 
at the second Inttcry, ami General l?a\ is and 
Lieutenant Colonel Wood in an assault upon 
the lirsl. 

Brigadier General Davis although a militia 
officer of little experience, conducted on this 
■ ocradon with all the coolness and bravery of 
i a veteran, and fell while advancing upon the 
| enemy's entrenchments. His loss us a citizen 
as w'dl as a soldier, will he severely felt in 
the patriatic county of Genesee. Colonel Gib- 
sou fully sustaiued the high military rc; dila- 
tion, which he hail before ^o u«.tly acq.iin d. 
Vmi know how exalted an opinion I have al- 
ways entertained of Lieutenant Colonel Wood 
of "the cnginccrj. His cjudnct. on thi> day, 
'.vp.-. what it uniformly has been, on every 
similar occasion* an exhibition of military 



*0hr of hi« army at Frenchman's Creek ; the 
ci miy destroyed part of their stores by set- 
ting: fire to the buildings from which they were 
employed in conveying them. We found, in 
«md about the camp a considerable quantity 
of cannon ball, and upwards of one hundrvd 
stand of arms. 

I send you enclosed herein a return of our 
■ltis>. The return of prisoners enclosed, does 
not include the stragglers that came iu after 
the action. 

I have the honour to be. sir, very respect- 
fiilly, your most obedient, humble servant. 

JACOB BKOWN. 
JImourahle Secretary of //'or. 

{Jojy of a Utter from Uri^itrGnxercl Por- 
ter to Major General Brown. 

Fort Erik. Skpt. 22, 1314. 
Sin — In executing the duly'you have itupo- , 
«ed on me, of reporting the conduct of the of- skill, acute judgment and heroic valour. Of 
ficers and men composing the left column. ' the other regular olficer*. Lieutenant Colonel 
•which you were pleased to place under my j M'DonaJd, and .Major Brooks, senior in com 
command, in the sortie of the 17th instant, the mand, I will report to you in relation to their 
pleasure I derive in representing to you the respective divisions. Permit me, however, to 
admirable conduct of the whole, is deeply say of these two officers, that much as was left 



< hastened by sorrow for the loss of many brave 
and distinguished men. 

Being obliged, from the' nature of the 



to them by the fall of their distinguished lead- 
ers, they were able to sustain their parts in 
the most admirable manner, and they richly 



of those, who on this occasion established 
claims to the gratitude of their fellow citi- 
zens ; much less to particularize individual 
merit. Lieutenant Colonels Hopkins, AMinr- 



ground, to act on foot, it wa* impossible that { deserve the notice of the government, 
my own personal observation should reach to ! Of the militia, I regret that the limits of a 
every officer. Some part of this report must report, will not permit me, even to name all 
therefore rest upon the reports of others. 

It is the business of this communication to 
speak of the conduct of individuals; yet you 
will permit me to premise, although well 

known to yourself already, that the object off ney, Churchill, and Crosby : Majors Lee, Mar- 
tbe left column was to pcuetrate. by a circuit- I cle, Wilson, I<awrcnce, Burr, Dunham. K« 1- 
ons route, between the enemy's batteries, j \ozz, and Gansnji, are entitled to the highest 
where one third of iiis force was always kept j praise for their gallant conduct, their steady- 
on duty, and his main camp, and that it was [ and persevering exertions. Lieutenant Colo- 
subdivided into three divisions. The advance 1 ncl Dobbin being prevented by severe iiidis- 
of 200 ri'lrmen and a few Indians, commanded j position from taking the field. Major Hall, as- 
hy Colonel Gibson, and two columns moving j sistaut inspector general, voluntei red hh ser- 
parallel to, and thirty yards distant from each j vices to join Major Lee in the command of 
other. The right column was commanded by the volunteer regiment ; and Major 1*0 and 
Lieutenant Colonel Wood, headed by 400 in- every other officer speaks in the highest terms 
fautry under Major Brooks of the 23d". and fol- ol the gallant and good conduct of this young 
lowed by 500 volunteers and militia, being ' officer. 

parts of Lieutenant Colonels Dobbin's, M'Bur- | Captain Fleming, who commanded the In- 
iicy's, and Flemiug's regiments, and was in- j dians, was, as he always is, in the front of 
tended to uttack the batteries. The left ro- the battle; there is not a more intrepid 
lumn of 500 militia was commanded by Gri- soldier in the army. 1 si too Id be ungiatc- 
gadier General Davis, and comprised the com- fol, were I to omit the names of Captains 
inauds of Lieut. Colonels Hopkins, Churchill, Knapp and Unll of the volunteers, and Cap- 
and Crosby, and was intended to hold i:i cherk tain I'arker aud Lieutenant Chatlicld of ttie 
any reinforcements from the enemy's camp; i militia, by whose intrepidity I was, during the 
or both columns, (circumstances requiring it, action, extricated from the most unpleasant 
which frequently happened,) to co-opei ate in situation. Captains Itichardson. Bud, and 
the same object. , Kennedy; Lieutenants I'srkhurst, and Browu, 

, After carrying by storm, in the handsomest and Adjutants Dobbin, Bates and ft»obiiison, 
style, a strotig block house in rear of the third particularly distinguished themselves. The 
battery, making its garrison prisoners, destroy- j oatriolic conduct o< Captain KlliotL with 20 
ing the three 21 pounders and their carriages , young gentlemen, who volunteered from Ba- 
in the third battery, aud blowing up the cue- tavia, and of .Major Hubbard, with 14 men 
lay's magazine, aud after co-operating with | exempted by age from military duty, sbouM 
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not be omitted. They were conspicuous da- 
ring the action. 

You will excuse me, if I shall seem partial, 
in speaking of my own family, consisting of my 
Brigade Major Fraaer, my volunteer A id -de- 
camp Kiddle, (both first lieutenants in the 15th 
infantry.) Captain Ricc» r of the ■> anadian vol- 
unteers, Messrs. Williams and DHapicrre, 
volunteer aids for the day, all of whom, ex- 
cept .Mr. Williams, were wounded. 

Lieutenants Frazer and twiddle were en- 
gaged lor most of the preceding day with fa- 
tigue parties, cutting roads lor the advance of 
the column through the swamp, aud tailing 
timber to the rear, and within 150 yards of 
the enemy's right ; which service they exe- 
cuted with to much address, as to avoid dis- 
covery : and on the succeeding day they con- 
dueted the two columns to the attack. Frazer 
was severely wounded by a musket ball whilst 
spiking a gun on the second battery. Kiddle, 
after the first battery was carried, descended 
into tbe enemy's magazine, and after securing 
(with Quarter Master tireene of the volun- 
teers, whose good conduct deserves much 
praise) a quantity of Hx< d ammunition, blew 
U| the magazine, and suffered severely by the 
explosion. I must solicit Hi rough you, sir. 
the attention of the general government to 
these meritorious young men. Captain Big- 
ger is an excellent officer, and rendered me 
much assistance, but was dangerously wound- 
ed. The other young gentlemen are citizens, 
and deserve much credit for their activity, 
and for having voluntarily encountered dan- 
ger. My aid-de-camp .Major lox, was con 
lined at Buffaloc by sickness. 

On the whole, sir, ! can say of the regular 
troops attached to the lett column, and of the 
veteran volunteers of Lieutenant Colonel Dolt- 
bin's regiment, that every man did his duty, 
aud their conduct on this occasion reflects a 
new lustre ou their former brilliant achieve- 
in nts. To the militia, the compliment is 
jii tly due, and I could pay them no greater 
one. 'than to say, that they were not surpassed 
by the heroes of Chippawa and Niagara, in 
steadiness and bravery. 

The studied intricacy of the enemy's de- 
fences, consisting not only of the breast work 
connecting their batteries, but of successive 
lines of entrenchments for a hundred yards in 
tbe rear, covering the batteries, and e'nfilating 
eaehothen and tbe whole obstructed by ab- 
batis, brush and felled timber, was calculated 
t» ; reduce confusion among the assailants, and 
1 d to several contests at the point of the bay- 
onet. But by eur double columns any tem- 
porary irregularity in the one, was always 
corrected by the other Our success would 
probably have been more complete, but for 
the rain which unfortunately set in soon after 
we commenced our march, which rendered the 
fire of many of our muskets useless, and by 
obscuring the sun. led to several unlucky 
Bustakeo, as an instance of this, a body of fif- 



ty prisoners, who had surrendered, were or 
dered to the fort, in charge of a subaltern and 
fourteen volunteers ; the officer mistaking the 
direc tion, conducted them to the Britixh 
camp in the route by which we had advanced, 
and they were retaken with the whole of the 
guard, excepting the officer and one man, who 
fought their way back. Several of our strag- 
glers were made prisoners by the same mis- 
take. But, sir, notwithstanding these acci- 
dents, we have reasou to rejoice at our signal 
success, iu inflicting a vastly disproportionate 
injury on the enemy, and in wholly defeating 
all his plans of operation against this army. 

I have the honour to be, with very great 
respect, your obedient servant. 

P. B. PORTER. 

Report of the killed, wounded and musing of 
the left division of the army at Fort Erie, 
commanded by Mcjur General Broun, in the 
sortie against the enemy's batteries, on the 
ilth September, 1814. 

TOTAL OF RFCVLARS. 

Killed— \ lieutenant colonel, 3 captains, 6 
sergeants. 7 corporals. 44 privates. 

H'ounded — 1 brigadier general, 1 brigade 
major, 1 colonel, . lieutenant colonel, 1 ma- 
jor, 2 captains, 11 subalterns, 1 principal mu- 
sician, 12 sergeants, 11 corporals, 94 privates. 

Missing—} adjutant, 1 sergeant, 4 corpo- 
rals, 1 musician, 36 privates. 

TOTAL OF MILITIA, &C. 

Killed— 1 brigadier general, 1 captain, 3 su- 
balterns. 1 sergeant, 1 corporal. 12 privates. 

Wounded — 1 major general, 2 aids-de-camp, 
1 brigade ma or, 2 captains, 2 subalterns, 4 
sergeants, 3 corporals, B5 privates. 

Missing — 1 lieutenant colonel, 1 major, 1 
quarter master, 2 captains, 4 subalterns, 9 
sergcaut*, 13 corporals, 6 musician*, 132 pri- 
vates. 

GRAND TOTAL. 

Killed — 1 brigadier general, 1 lieutenant co- 
lonel, 4 captains, 3 subalterns, 6 sergeants, t 
cor|>orab, 56 privates. 

W ounded — 1 major general, 1 brigadier ge- 
neral, 2 aids-de-camp, 1 brigade majors, 1 co- 
louel, 1 lieutenant colonel, 1 major, 4 cap- 
tains, 13 subalterns, 1 principal musician, it 
sergeants, 14 corporals. 159 privates. 

Missing — > lieutenant colonel, 1 major, 1 
adjutant, I quarter master, 2 captains, 4 su- 
balterns, 10 sergeants, 17 corporals, 7 musi- 
cians, 172 privates. 

Aggregate — Officers 45; non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates 4G6— aggre- 
gate 511. 

At a numerous and respectable meeting 
of federal republicans, from various parU 
of the county of Delaware, held pursuant 
to general notice, at Deltic, on the Uih 
October, 1814, for the purpose of taking 
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into consideration the present alarming 
situation of our national affairs, and dis- 
cussing the conduct anil measures of the 
administration. 

Hon. EBENEZER FOOTE, 

was chosen Chairman, and 
JOSHUA Pttltfc,Esq. Secretary. 
After conversing u|>on, and explaining 
the ooject of the meeting, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, as 
expressive of the seuliments of the gen- 
tlemen present : 

Whereas in the present distressing situ- 
ation of our country, when we are redu- 
ced, by the pressure of an unnecessary 
and calamitous war, to the verge of indi- 
vidual ruin, as well as national bankrupt- 
cy, it is not the privilege only, but the 
solemn duty of every American citizen, 
boldly to publish his opinion of men and 
measures, in order that a unity of feeling 
and action may l>e produced among the 
people, by a knowledge of Crtdi others 
eentimenls And wh.rtas the conduct of 
those members of tiie ruling party, to 
whom was assigned the organization of the 
late draft in this county, was marked with 
a spirit of favouritism and |>ersecution 
wholly unworthy of military meu, particu- 
larly at a time which calls most imjwri- 
ously for conciliatory measures. And 
whereas some of our most worthy fellow- 
citizens have, in the warmth of their |>a- 
triotism, while rallying round the standard 
of their country, to rej>el a foreign inva- 
der, expressed themselves on the subject 
of a "'union of parlies" in a manner that 
has a tendency to mislead the public, as 
well in regard to what we consider their 
individual opinions, as the true principles 
which actuate those who are op|K>sed to 
the present administration. Therefore 

Resolved, That we consider it the duty 
of every American citizen to unite with 
cheerfulness in all measures necessary for 
defeuce of the territories of the United 
States, and fully to aid therein, without 
enquiring whether those measures were 
originated, and are directed by the men 
to whom our country owes all its calami- 
ties. But we are far from ■upposing that 
this sacred duty imposes ti|M>n us the obli- 
gation of silence, even for a moment, when 
the causes and conduct of the present war 
become the subject of discussion. On the 
contrary, 

Resolved, That this meeting do most 
decidedly and strongly protest against the 
monstrous heresy in politics which would 



concentrate Any measure or policy on ac- 
count of the very ruin it produces, and 
would enable a weak, or a wicked admi- 
nistration to shelter itself behind the dis- 
graces which it has heaped upon our 
country. 

Resolved, That we view with sensa- 
tions of the most poignant grief, the de- 
graded and im|H>v erished situation of 
these once happy and flourishing states, 
anil that these sensations are rendered 
still more poignant (>y the doubly morti- 
fying reflection, that all might have been 
avoided by an arrangement, "both honour- 
able and advantageous,* and that our pub- 
lic affairs, are still managed by men who 
have proved themselves as destitute of", 
talents in conducting, as they were of 
honesty and judgment in declaring I ha 
war. 

Risolvcd, That in the conduct of those 
who were entrusted with, as well as those 
who actually officiated in the organiza- 
tion of the regiment of drafted militia 
from the country, wsb displayed a spirit of 
partiality and persecution, with an utter 
disregard of public good, which has exci- 
ted (he indignation of honourable men j 
and that our abhorrence and contempt of 
their conduct, is exceeded only by our re- 
gret, that it should have become necessary 
to put swords by the sides of men, who 
evince more malignity against a portion 
of their fellow citizens, than of alacrity 
in meeting the common Toe. 

Resolved, That we do fully appreciate 
the necessity of a cordial union among 
ail classes of men, not only in the de- 
fence of our territory, but in the use of all 
lawful means to arrest the administration 
of our government from the h inds of men, 
who have done more towards undermin- 
ing our political institutions, as well as our 
l>ecuniary prosperity, than ages of pro* 
dence and wisdom can repair. And we 
do, therefore, in a spirit of frankness and 
brotherhood, most earnestly call ttrioa 
every lover of his country, to unite with 
us in the pursuit of these important ob- 
jects, anil we conjure them on alt occa- 
sions, whether in the camp or by the fire- 
sides, torecollect that civil librrty is a blea- 
sing of no less value than national inde- 
pendence, and that while in humWe imita- 
tion, they follow the path of Washington, 
in the field, they ought never to lose sight 
of Washington in the cabinet. 

Ear.xEXEa Footb, Chairwn. 
Joshua Price, SecVyv 
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vtaMiiwiwy. October 17. . This has been ftirtW evinced by a 



TriE INSTRUCTIONS. 
To the Smate and /louse of Representatives of 
the United States. 
I now transmit to congress copies of the in 
•trurtions to the plenipotentiaries of the Uni- 
ted State*, charged with negotiating a peace 
with Great-Brit ian, as referred to in my njc»« 
w-e of the 10th instant. 
_ JAMES MADISON. 

Washington, October l3f A, 1814. 

4/r. Monroe, Secretory of Stale, to the Pleni- 
potentiaries of the Lniicd States, for treating 
of peace with Great Brituin, duttd 

Plpartmcst of State, April 15, 1813. 
€ientlem*n—\ had the honour, on the — ult. 
lo receive from Mr. Adam* two letters, one 
Iteming dale on the 301 h September, and the 
•I her on lite 17th OcloIgT last, communicat- 
ing tlie overture of the Umperor of liussja, 
to promote \h ace by his friendly mediation 
between the United States and (treat-Britain. 
On the day following. Mr. Daschkoff*. the 
Russian minister, made a similar communica- 
tion to this department. The subject has, in 
consequence, been duly considered, and 1 
have now to make known to yon the result. 

The president has not hesitated to accept 
the mediation of Russia, and he indulges a 
strong hope, that it w ill produce the desired 
effect. It is not known that Great- Britain 
has acceded to the propositi™, but it is pre- 
sumed that she will not decline it. The pre- 
sident thought it improper to postpone his de- 
cision, until he should hear of that of the 
British government. Sincerely desirous of 
peace, he. has been willing to avail himself of 
every opportunity which might tend to pro- 
Miole it. on just and honourable conditions, 
and in accepting this overture he has been 
particularly gratified to evince, by the man- 
ner of it, the distinguished consideration 
which the United Mates entertain for the 
xtmperor Alexander. Should the British go- 
veninu n' accept tie mediation, the negotia- 
tion to which it leads will be held at St. Pe- 
tersburg!}. The president commits it to you. 
♦or which a commission is enclosed, and he has 
appointed Mr. Ranis secretary of the mis- 
sion. 

The impressment of our seamen and illegal 
blockades, as exemplified more particularly in 
the orders in council, were the principal 
causes of the war. Had not Great-Britain 
persevered obstinately in the violation of 
these inqmrtant rights, the war would not 
have been declared. R will cease as soon as 
these rights are respected. The proposition 
made by Mr. Russell, to the British govern- 
ment, immediately after the war, and the an- 
swer given by this department to Admiral 
"Warren's biter since, show the ground on 
which the United States were willing to ad- 
just the f .?r.troversy relative to impressment. 



of the committee of foreign relations of the 
bouse of representatives, and an act of con- 
gress, passed in consequence of that report. 
By these documents you will see, that to ao' 
commodate this important difference, the 
United States are disposed to exclude British 
seamen altogether from the American service. 
This being rflcctually done, the British go- 
vernment can have no pretext for the practice. 
Ilow shall it be done ? By restraints to be 
imposed by each nation on the naturalization 
of the seamen of the other, excluding, at the 
same time, all others not naturalized— or shall 
the right of each nation to naturalize the sea- 
men of the other be prohibited, and each ex- 
clude from its service the native of the other ? 
Whatever the rule is, it ought to be recipro- 
cal. If Great-Britain is allowed lo naturalize 
American seamen, the United States should 
enjoy the same privilege. If it is demanded, 
that the United States shall exclude from 
their service all native British subjects, alike 
exclusion of American citizens from me Brit- 
ish service ought to be reciprocated. Tl* 
more also should be common to both countries. 
Kacli should be at liberty to give Bie same 
facilities, or be bound to impose the same re- 
straints that the other does. The president 
is willing to agree to either alternative, and 
to carry it into effect by the most eligible re» 
gulalions that can be devised. 

If the first alternative is adopted, the ex- 
tent of the proposed exclusion will depend on 
the iuijiedimeuts to naturalisation, ou the effi- 
cacy of the regulations to preveut imposition, 
and the fidelity of their execution. The 
greater the didiculty in acquiring the right of 
citizenship, the easier will it be to avoid im- 
position, and the more complete the desired 
exclusion. The law of the last session of 
congress relative to seamen, proves how sin- 
cerely desirous the legislative as well as exe- 
cutive branch of our government, is to adjust 
tins controversy, on conditions which may be 
satisfactory lo Great-Britain. By that law it 
is made indispensable for every British sub- 
ject who may hereafter become a citizen, to 
reside five years without interimstioo within 
the United States, and so many guards are 
imjMiscd to prevent frauds that it scents to l>© 
impossible that they should be eluded. l\o 
British subject can be employed in a public 
or private ship of the United Stales unless 
he produces to the commander, in one in- 
stance, and lo the collector in the <>;.er, a 
cert died copy of the act by which he became- 
naturalized. A list of the crew, in the case 
of a private ship, must be taken, certified and 
recorded by the collector, and the consuls or 
commercial agents of Gn at-Britain may ob- 
ject to any seamen ami attend the investiga- 
tion. The' commander of a public ship, re- 
ceiving a person not duly qualified, shall lor- 
fcit a thousand dollars, am! the comm micr or 
uwuer of a private ship, knowing thereo*, Lie 
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hundred dollars to be recovered in an action 
*»r debt, one half to the informer, and one 
half to the United Slates. It is also made 
penal, punishable ax a felony by imprisonment 
and labour, from three to five years, or by 
line, from five hundred to one thousand dol- 
lars, for any person to forge or counterfeit, or 
to pass-, or use any forged or counterfeited 
certificate of citizenship, or to sell or dispose 
•f one. 

It may fairly be presumed, that if this law 
dhoti Id be carried into effect, it would exclude 
all British seamen from our service. 

By requiring five years continued residence 
in the United States, as the condition of citi- 
zenship, lew, if any British seamen, would 
erer take advantage of it. Such as had left 
Great- Britain, and had resided five years in 
this country, would be likely to abandon the 
sea forever. And by making it the duty of 
the commanders of our public, and of the col- 
lectors, iu the case of private ships, to require 
an authenticated copy from the clerk of the 
court, before which a British subject, who of- 
fered his service, had been naturalized, as in- 
dispensable to his admission, and highly penal 
in either to take a person not duly qualified, 
and by allowing also British agents to object 
to any one offering his service, and to prose- 
cute, by suit, the commander or collector, as 
the case might be, for receiving an improper 
person, it seems to be impossible that such 
should be received. 

If the second alternative is adopted ; that 
Is if all native British subjects are to be 
hereafter excluded from our service, it is im- 
jK>rtant that the stipulation providing for it 
»hould operate so as to affect those who have 
been already naturalized. By our law all the 
rights of natives are given to naturalized 
citizens. It is contended by some, that these 
complete rights do not extend beyond the li- 
mits of the United States : that, in natural- 
izing a foreigner, no state can absolve him 
from the obligation which he owes to his 
former government, and that he becomes a 
citizen in a qualified sense only. This doc- 
trine, if true in any case, is less applicable to 
the United States than to any other power. 
Expatriation seems to be a natural right, and 
by the original character of our institutions, 
founded by compact, on principle, and parti- 
cularly by the unqualified investment of the 
adopted citizen with the full right of the na- 
tive, all that the United States could do, to 

f lare him on the same footing, has been done. 
!i point of interest the object is of little im- 
portance to either party. The number to fie 
affected by the stipulation is inconsiderable ; 
nor can that be a cause of surprise, when the 
character of that class of men is considered. 
It rarely happens that a seaman who settles 
0:1 a farm, or engages in a trade, and pursues 
it for any length of time, returns to sea. His 
youthful days are exhausted in his first occu- 
pation. He leaves it with regret, and adopts 



another, either in conseqncncc of marriage, 
of disease, or as an asylum for age. 

To a stipulation which shall operate pros- 
pectively only, the same objection does not 
apply. In naturalizing foreigners, the Uni- 
ted States may prescribe the limit to which 
their privileges shall extend. If it is made a 
condition that no native British subject, who 
may hereafter become a citizen, shall be em- 
ployed iu our public or private ships their .«x- 
clusion will violate no right. Those who 
might become citizens afterwards would ac- 
quire the right, subject to that condition, and 
would be bound by it. To such a stipulation 
the president is willing to assent, although he 
would much prefer the alternative of re- 
straints on naturalization ; and to prevent 
frauds, and to carry the same fully into effect, 
you are authorized to apply all the restraints 
and checks, with the necessary modifications, 
to suit the case, that are provided in the act 
above recited relative to seamen, for the pur- 
poses of that act. 

In requiring that the stipulation to exclude 
British seamen from our service, with the re- 
gulations for carrying it into effect, be made 
reciprocal ; the president desires that you 
make a provision, authorizing the United' 
States, if they should be disposed, to dispense 
with the obligations imposed by it on Ameri- 
can citizens. The liberal spirit of our govern- 
ment and laws is unfriendly to restraints on 
our citizens, such at least as are imposed on 
British snbjects from becoming members of 
other societies. This lias lieen shown in the 
law of the last session relative to seamen, to 
which yonr particular attention has been al- 
ready drawn. This provision may likewise 
be reciprocated if desired. 

The president is not particularly solicitous 
that either of these alternatives (making the 
proposed reservation in case the latter he) 
should be preferred. To secure the United 
States against impressment he is willing to 
adopt either. He expects in return that a 
clear and distinct provision shall be made 
against the practice. The precise form in 
which it may be done is not insisted on, pro- 
vided the import is explicit. All that is re- 
quired is, that in consideration of the act to 
be performed on the part of the United 
States, the British government shall stipulate 
in some adequate manner, to terminate or 
forbear the practice of impressment from 
American vessels. 

It has been suggested, as an expedient 
mode for the adjustment of this controversy, 
that British crnizers should have a right to 
search our vessels lor British seamen, but that 
the commanders thereof should be subjected 
to penalties, iu case they made mistakes, and 
took from them American citizens. By this 
the British government would acquire the 
right of search for seamen, with that of im- 
pressing from our vessels the subjects of all 
others powers. It will not nscapr ywrr alien- 
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tion, that by admitting the right, io any ca*eJ 
we give up the principle, and leave the door 
•pen to every kind of abuse. The same ob- 
jection is applicable to any and every other 
arrangement, which withholds the respect doe 
to our flag by not allowing it to protect the 
crew sailing under it. 

' If the first alternative should be adopted, it 
will follow, that none of the British seamen, 
who may be in the United States at the lime 
the treaty takes effect, and who shall not have 
become citizens, will be admitted into our 
service, until they acquire that right. 

If the second is adopted, the number of na- 
tive British seamen, who have been natural- 
ized, and will be admissible into our serv ice, 
will not, it is believed, exceed a few hundred ; 
all others who may be in the United States 
at the time the treaty takes effect, or who 
nay arrive afterwards, will be excluded. 

As a necessary incident to an adjustment, 
on the principle of either alternative, it i* ex- 
pected, that all American seamen, who have 
been impressed, will be discharged, and that 
those who have been naturalized, under the 
British laws, by compulsive service, will be 
permitted to withdraw. 

I have to repeat that the great object which 
you have to secure, in regard to impressment. 
Is, that our flag shall protect the crew, and 
providing for thi* in a satisfactory manner, 
that you are authorized to secure Great- Bri- 
tain, effectually against the employment of 
fcer seamen in the service of the United 
States. That, it is believed, will be done by 
the adoption of cither of the above alterna- 
tives, and tho application to that which may 
be adopted, of the checks contained in the 
law of the last session relative to seamen ; iu 
aid of which it will always be in the power of 
<Jrcat-Britaiu to make regulations operating 
in her own ports, with a view to the same ef- 
fect. To terminate, however, this controver- 
sy in a manner satisfactory to both parties,, 
the president is willing, sliould other checks 
Ikj suggested as likely to be more effectual, 
consistent with the spirit of our const ituliou, 
that 3'ou should adopt them. The strong fea- 
ture of the first alternative, which authorises 
the naturalization of seamen, requires their 
■continued residence in the United States lor 
five years, as indispensable to the attainment 
of that right. In case this alternative be 
adopted, the president is witling, for example, 
to secure a compliance with that condition, to 
make it the duty of each alieu, who may be 
desirous to become a citizen, to appear in 
court every year for the term of five years, 
till his right shall be completed. This exam- 
ple is given, not as a limitation, but as an il- 
lustration of your power; for to the exclusion 
•f British seamen from our service, no repug- 
nance is felt To such exclusion the amica- 
ble adjustment of this controversy with Great- 
Britain affords a strong motive, hut not the 
only one. It is a growing sentiment io the 



United State*, that they ought to depend eft 
their own population, for the supply of their 
ships of war aud merchant service ; experi- 
ence has shown, that it is an abundant re- 
source. In expressing this sentiment, you wilt 
do it iu a manner to inspire more fully a con- 
fidence, than the arrangement which you may 
enter into, will be carried faithfully into ef- 
fect, without derogating, however, from the 
conciliatory spirit of the accommodation. 

A strong desire has, heretofore, be-n ex- 
pressed by the British government, to obtain, 
of the United States, an arrangement to pre- 
vent the desertion of British seamen, when io 
our ports, and it cannot be doubted, that a 
stipulation to that effect would be highly sa- 
tisfactory, as well as useful to Great-Britain. 
It is fairly to be presumed that if. a 'one. would 
aflbrd to the British government a strong in- 
ducement to enter iute a satisfactory ar- 
rangement of the difference relating to im- 
pressment. The claim is not inadmissible, 
especially as the United states have a reci- 
procal iuterest in the restoration of deserters 
from American vessels in British ports. Yea 
may, tlrerefore, agree to an article, such as 
hath been heretofore authorised by the United 
States, which «hall make it the duty of each 
party to deliver them up. 

Of the rights or the United States to be 
exempted from the degrading practice of im- 
pressment, ho much has been already said, 
anil with such ability, that it would be itseleM 
especially to you, who are otherwise so well 
acquainted with it, to dilate on its merits. I 
muwt observe, however, that the practice is 
utterly repugnant to the law of nations ; that 
it is supported by uo treaty will) any nation ; 
that it was never acquiesced in by any ; and 
that a submission to it by the United States, 
would be the abandonment, in favour of Great- 
Britain, of all claim to neutral rights, and of 
all other rights on the ocean. 

This practice is not founded on belligerent 
right. The greatest extent to which the bel- 
ligerent claim has been carried, over the ves- 
sels of neutral nations, is, to board and take 
from, persons in the land and sea service of as 
enemy ; contraband of war ; an enemy's pro- 
perty. All nations agree respecting tho two 
first articles, but there has been, and still ex- 
i.rts, a diversity of opinion as to the last. Oa 
that aud other questions of considerable im- 
portance, disputes have arisen, which are yet 
unsettled. The Empress Catharine of Russia, 
a distinguished advocate for just principles, 
placed herself, in 1780 at the head of neutral 
nations, in favour of a liberal construction of 
their rights, and her successors have general- 
ly followed her example. In all the discus- 
sions ou these topics, we find nothing of the 
British claim to impressments ; no acknow- 
ledgement of it in any treaty, or proof of 
mission to it dy any power. If instance* 
have occurred in which British cruisers have 
taken British seamen from the vessels a! 
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other nations, they wen, as it is presumed, in ] asserts only, that they hare a right to search 
ease*, either not acquiesced to, or of an ex- 1 them for other objects, and being ou board 
traordiuary nature oo/y, affording oo counte- j for a lawful cause, and find British seamen 
naoce to their practice and pretention in re- 1 there, that they hare a right to impress and 
latioo to the Tuited States. Cases of this \ bring them away, under the claim of alle- 
kind, if such there be, afforded no proof of a 1 giance. When we see a systematic pursuit of 



systematic claim in the British government 
to impressment, or of submission to it by 
•ther powers. This claim has been *et up 
against the United Sutt» only, who have, in 
consequence thereof, beeu compelled to dis- 
cus « its merits. 

This claim is in fact traced to another 
.source, the allegiance due by British subjects 
to their sorercign. and his right by virtue 
thereof, to their service. Tim has been dis- 
tinctly stated in a late declaration by the 
Prince Kegent. Knowing the nature of the 
claim, we know also the extent of the right 
and obligations incident to it. Allegiance is 
a political relation between a sovereign and 
bis people. It is the obligation which binds 
the latter in return for tho protection they 
receive. These reciprocal duties have the 
same limits. They are confined to the domi- 
nions of the sovereign, beyond which he has 
no rights, can afford no protection, and of 
coarse can claim no allegiance. A citizen or 
subject of one power, entering the dominion of 
another, owes allegiance to the latter, in re- 
turn for the protection he receives. Whether 
a sovereign has aright to claim the service of 
such of his subjects as have left bis own domi- 
nions is a question, respecting which also a 
difference of opinion may exist. It is certain 
that no sovereign has a right to pursue his 
subject* into the territories of another, be the 
motive for it what it may. Such an entry, 
without the consent of the other power, would 
lie a violation of its territory, and an act of 
hostility. Offenders, even conspirators, can- 
not be pursued by one power into the terri- 
tory of another, nor are they delivered up by 
the latter, except in compliance with treatise, 
or by favour. That the vessels of a nation 
are considered part of its territory, with the 
exception of the belligerent right only, is a 
principle too well established to be brought 
into discussion. Each state has exclusive ju- 
risdiction over its own vessels. iLs laws go- 
vern in them, and offences against those laws 
are punishable by its tribunals only. The 
flag of a nation protects every thing sailing 
under it, in time of peace, and in lime of war 
likewise, with the exception of the l>elligerent 
rights growing out of the war. An entry on 
board the vessels of one power by the cruize rs 
of another, in any other ease, and the exercise 
of any other authority over them, is a viola- 
tion of right, and an act of hostility. 

The British government, aware of the 
truth of this doctrine, has endeavoured to 
avoid its consequences in the late declaration 
of the Prince Kegent. It has not contended 
that British cruisers have a right to pursue 



our vessels by British cruisers, and the im- 
pressment of seamen from them, not at a port 
of the enemy, where a regular blockade bast 
been instituted, and by the blockading squad- 
ron, but on every part of the ocean, on our 
ro..st, and evcu in our harbours, it is difficult 
to belirve that impressment is not the real 
motive, and the other the pretext for it. But 
to place this argument of the British govern- 
ment on the strongest grouud, let it be ad- 
mitted that the entry was lawful, is it so to 
commit an act not warranted by the purpose 
for which the entry was made ? There is a 
levity in this argument, which neither suits 
the parties nor the subject. The British go- 
vernment found its right of impressment from 
our ships ou that of allegiance, which is a 
permanent right, equally applicable to peace 
and war. The right of impressment, there- 
fore, from the vessels of other powers, must 
likewise be permanent, and equally applicable 
to peace aud war. It would not however, 
take this broad ground, least the injustice and ' 
extravagance ol the pretension might excite 
the astonishment and indignation of other 
powers, to whom it would be equally appli- 
cable. To claim it as a belligerent right, 
would have been equally unjust and absurd, as 
no trace of it could be found in the belligerent 
code. The British government was, therefore, 
reduced to a v« ry embarrassing dilemma. To 
acknowledge that it could not support tho 
claim, ou either principle, would be to relin- 
quish it, aud yet it could rely on neither. It 
endeavoured to draw some aid from both. 
A state of war exists which brings the par- 
ties together, Great- Britain, as a belligerent* 
and the United States as a neutral power. 
British officers hare now a right to board and 
search American vessels, but for what ? Per- 
sons in the service of air enemy, contraband 
of war, or enemy's property ? This would not 
accomplish the end. It is however, the ut- 
most limit of the belligerent right. Alle- 
giance, which is an attribute of sovereignty, 
comes to her aid, and communicates all the 
necessary power. The national character of 
the neutral vessel ceases. The complete 
right of sovereignty and jurisdiction over it it 
transferred 10 Ureat-Brrlain. It is on this 
foundation that the British government has 
raised this monstrous superstructure. It It 
with this kind of argument that it attempts to 
justify its practice of impressment from our 
vessels. 

The remark contained in the declaration of 
the Prince Kegent, that in impressing British 
seamen from American vessels, Grmi-liniaui 
exercised no right which she was not wiling 



and search our vessels for British seamen. It j to acknowledge as appertaining equally to t 
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government of the United States with re- 
spect to American seamen iu British merchant 
ships, proves only, that the British govern- 
ment is conscious of the injustice of the claim, 
and desirous of giving to it such aid as may 
be derived from a plausible argument. The 
semblance of equality, however, in this pro- 
position, which strikes at first view, dis- 
appears on a fair examination. It is unfair, 
first, because it is impossible for the Uuiied 
States to take advantage of it. Impressment 
is not an American practice, but utterly re- 
pugnant to our constitution and laws. Iu of- 
fering to reciprocate it, nothing was offered, 
as the British government well knew. It is 
unfair, secondly, because if impressment was 
allowable, a reciprocation of the practice 
would be no equivalent to the United States. 
The exercise of a right in common, at sea, by 
two nations, each over the vessels of the other, 
the one powerful and the oilier comparatively 
weak, would be, to put the latter completely 
at the mercy of the former. Great-Britain, 
with bcr vast navy, would so be the only party 
which made impressment. The United States 
would be coui|ielled to abstain from it, and 
either to submit to the British rule, with all 
the abuses incident to power, or to resist it 
But, should the United States be permitted 
to make impressment from British vessels, the 
«ffect would be unequal. Great-Britain has, 
perhaps, thirty ships of war at sea, to ouc of 
the Uuited States, and would profit of the 
arrangement in that proportion. Besides, 
impressment is a practice iucident to war, 
in which view, likewise, the inequality is 
not less glariug, she beiag at least thirty 
years at war, to one of the United Stales. 
Other considerations prove that the Brit- 
ish government made this acknowledgment 
merely as a pretext to justify its prac- 
tice of impressment, without intending tiiat 
the right or practice should ever be recipro- 
cated. What would be the effect of its adop- 
tion by the American ships of war, with Bri- 
tish merchant vessels. An American officer 
boards a British merchant vessel, and claims, 
as American citizens, whom he pleases. How 
jnany British seamen would disclaim a title, 
which would take them to the United States, 
and secure them there all the advantages of 
citizenship ? The rule of evidence, as the 
ground of impressment in every instance, must 
likewise be reciprocated between the two go- 
vernments. The acknowledgement of the men 
would surely be a better proof of their na- 
tional chaiacter. than the decision of a British 
officer who boarded an American vessel, liow- 
ever impartial he might be, and Strang ins 
power of discrimination, when opposed by the 
voluntary and solemn declaration of the par- 
ty. In this way we might draw from the Bri- 
tish service, the greater part, if not ail their 
V-amcti. I might further a^k, why was this 
acknowledgement niadc at this late period, for 
the licit time oidy, oiler the tieciaratiou el 



I war, and when on that account it oooM pro* 
duce uo eflbct ? In the various discussions of 
this subject, in many of which it has been de- 
manded, whether the British government 
would tolerate such a practice from Ameri- 
can ships of war, no such information was ever 



given. 

If Great-Britain had found the employment 
of her seainoo in our service so iujurious to 
her, and been disposed to respect our rights, 
the regular course of proceeding would bav* 
been lor her government to have complained 
to the government of tne United States of thr 
injury, and to have proposed a remedy. Had 
this been done, and no reasonable remedy 
been adopted, sound in principle aud recipro- 
cal in its operation, the British government 
might have had some cause of complaint, and 
some plea for taking the remedy iute its owm 
hands. Such a procedure would, at least, 
have given to its claim of impressment the 
greatest plausibility. We know that such 
complaint was never made, except in defence 
of the practice of impressmeut, and that in 
the mean time the practice has gone on, and 
grown into au uKage. which, with all its abuses, 
had resistance been longer delayed, might 
have become a law. The practice and the 
claim began together, soon after the close of 
our revolutionary war, aud were applicable to 
deserters only. They extended next, to all 
British seamen — then to all British subjects, 
including as in the case of emigrants from Ire- 
land, persons who would not have been sub- 
ject to impressment in British ports, not be- 
ing seafaring men— and, finally, to Swedes, 
Danes, and others, known to be not British 
subjects, and by their protections appearing 
to be naturalized citizens of the Uuited States. 

Other views may be takeu of the subject, 
to show Uie unlawfulness and absurdity of the 
British claim. 11' British cruisers have a right 
to take BniUh seameu from our vessels, with- 
out regarding the abuses inseparable from the 
practice, they may take from them on the 
same principle, and with much greater rea- 
son, every species of property to which the 
British government has any kind of claim. 
Allegiance cannot give to a sovereign a better 
right to take Lis subjects than ownership to 
take his property. There would be no limit 
to this pretention or its consequeuces. All 
property forfeited by exportation, contrary 
to the laws of Great-Britain, every article to 
which her sovereignty, jurisdiction or owner- 
ship would extend, in British ve»«eis. would 
be liable to seizure iu those of the Uuited 
States. The laws of England would be exe- 
cutory in them. Instead of beiiy a part of 
the American, they would become a part of 
the British territory. 

It might naturally be expected that Great- 
Britain would have given, by her conduct, 
some support to her pretensions ; that if she 
bad not disclaimed altogether the principles 
of iuiuraiizati»a, *m: woiud al least have ei-- 



Digitized by Google 



THE EXAMINER. 



4t& 



aiuded* from Bcr service fcfcige seamen. Her 
Conduct however, has been altogether at vari- 
ance with her precepts. She has given great 
facility to naturalization in all instances where 
it could advance her interest, and peculiar 
encouragement to that of foreign seamen. She 
naturalizes by speci.il act of parliament. She 
naturalizes all persons wIjm rcti<J*j a certain 
term of years ia ih lush colonics, all those who 
are born of British subjects, in foreign domin- 
ions, and all seamen who hare served a cer- 
tain short term in the British service, and 
ivoitld doubtless protect all such as British 
subjects, if required by them so to do. Her 
governors of neighbouring province-, are at 
this time, compelling emigrants tbither, from 
the United States, to bear arms agaiust the 
United States. 

The mediation offered by Russia presents 
to Great- Britain, as well as to Hie United 
States, a fair opportunity of accommodating 
this controversy with honour. Tin? iuterpo- 
•ition of so distinguished a power, friendly to 
both parties, could not be declined by either, 
on just g.ouud, es(>ecially by (ireat-Britain. 
between whom and Russia, there exists at 
this time a very interesting rclaiiou. When 
the British ministers are made acquainted 
at St. Petersburg with the conditions of which 
yon are authorized to adjust this difference, 
it seems as if it would l»e impossible lor Great- 
Britain to decline them. Should she do it, 
f till Adhering to her former pretensions, her 
motive could not be misunderstood. The 
cause of the United States, would thencefor- 
ward become the common cause of nations. 
A concession by them would operate to the 
disadvantage of every other power. They 
would all find in the conduct of Great-Britaiu 
an unequivocal determination to destroy the 
right* of other Oags, and to usurp the abso- 
lute dominion of the ocean-. Ft is to be pre- 
sumed, that the British government will lind 
it neither for the honour or interest of Great- 
Britain, to push things to that extremity, but 
will have accepted this mediation, and have 
tent a minister or ministers to St. Petersburg 
with full powers to adjust the controversy on 
fiiir and just conditions. 

Should improper impressions have been ta- 
ken of the probable consequences of the war, 
you will have ample means to remove them. 
It is certain, that from its prosecution Great- 
Britain can promise to herself no advantage, 
While she exposes hertclf to great expenses, 
and to the danger of still greater losses. The 
people of the United States, accustomed to 
the indulgence of a long jicace, roused by the 
C.mses aud progress of the war, are rapidly 
acquiring military habits aud becoming a mi- 
litary people. Our knowledge in naval tnc- 
t'us has increased, as has our maritime strength. 
Tnp gallantry aud success of our little navy, 
lave form»d an e.poeh in naval history. Tiie 
fe'tn Is w' i' h these brave men have lined, 
j»l lor tcttauelve* alone, Wat for tueii cy;wi 



try, from an enemy pic-emiuent iu naval ex- 
ploits for ages past, are among the proudest' 
boasts of their grateful ami auuet innate fellow 
citizens. Our manufactures have taken an 
astonishing growth. In short, in every cir- 
cumstance in which the war is felt, its pres- 
sure tends evidently to unite our people, to 
draw out our resource, to invigorate our 
means, and to make us more truly an indepen- 
dent nation, and, as far as may be necessary, 
a great maritime power. 

If the British government accepts the me- 
diation of Russia, with a sincere desire to re* 
store a good intelligence between the two 
countries, it may be presumed that a fair op- 
portunity will be afforded for the arraugeinent 
of many other important interests with ad- 
vantage to both parties. The adjustment to 
the controversy relating to impressment only* 
though very important, would leave much un- 
finished. Almost every neutral right has 
been violated, and its violation persisted in, to 
the moment that war was declared. The pre- 
sident sincerely desires, and it is doubtless 
for the interests of Great- Britain, to prevent, 
the like iu future. The interposition of the 
emperor of Russia, to promote an accommo- 
dation of those differences, is deemed particu- 
larly auspicious. 

A strong hope is, tlurrcfbrc, entertained, 
that full powers will be given to the British 
commissioners, to arrange all these grounds 
of controversy in a satisfactory manner. In 
entering on this interesting part of your duty, 
the first object which will claim your atten- 
tion is, that of blockade. The violation of 
our neutral rights by illegal blockades, carri- 
ed to an enormous extent by orders iu coun- 
cil, was a principal cause of the war. These 
orders, however, and with them the blockade 
of May, IWMJ r aud as is understood, all other- 
illegal blockades have been repeated, so that 
that cause of the war has beeu removed. All 
that is now expected is, that the British go- 
vernment will unite in a more precise defini- 
tion of blockade, and iu this no difficulty ia 
anticipated ; for having declared, that no 
blockade would be legal, which was not sup- 
ported by au adequate force, and that the 
blockades which it tniiht institute should be 
supported by an adequate force, there appears 
to be, according to the just intcrpruUlimi of 
these terms, no difference of opinion on the 
sublet. 

The British government has recently, in 
two formal acts, given definitions of blockade, 
either of which would be satisfactory. Too 
first is to be seen in a communication Iron* 
Mr. Merry to this department, bearing date 
on 'the 12th of April, loLH. The following are 
the cirt uiiisliWiCi < attiiinffns it. (oiMinodore 
Ifooil, ti.e eoiiiij a::d. r of a British sq^idiou. 
in the We c t-liivie» iu i.eJJ, having declared 
the isj.in;;s of .Martinique and (it; ualoupc m, 
a state of hlorkadc. without apylyin^an mL- 
foi-ce to n-iirieiu it, tno seer'jUry itf 



Digitized by G 



THE EXAMINER. 



state remonstrated against the illegality of government to exteod this principle so fcr if 

toe measure, which ivim'ivs trance was laid to inhihit a track; to neutral* • von between 
before the lords commissioners of the admi- 1 a power at peace with Great-Britain and her 
ralty in England, who replied, "that they ; enemy, as for example, betweeu China and 
bad sent orders not to consider any blockade France. The absurdity of thin pre tens km 
of tliose islands as existing unless in respect may prevent it* being thereafter advanced, 
of particular ports, which might he actually It will out. however, be unworthy of your at- 
invested, and then not to capture vessels toot ion 

bound to such ports, unless tbey shall previ-l Uy an order of the British government in 
eosly have been warned not to enter them." 1 1803, British cruisers were authorised t . t*ke 
The second definition is to be found in a con- neutral vessels laden with innocent articles, 
vent ion between Great-Britain and Russia, in on their return from an enemy's port, on the 
June, 1801, 4th sec. 3d art. which declares, pretence that they had carried to such port 
*• that in order to determine what character- contraband of war. This, order is directly 
izes a blockaded port, that denomination is repugnant to the law of nations, as the eir- 
given, only to a port where there is by the cumslatice of having contraband articles on 
disposition of the power which attack-* it, with board IkniihI to an enemy's port, is the only 
•hips stationary or sufficiently near, as evi- legal groiiud of seizure. The claim wa relin- 
deot danger in entering." The president is quished by the British government in the »th 
willing for you to adopt either of these defi- article of the project above recil.fi. you will 
nit ions, but prefers the first as more precise endeavour in like maimer to provide against 
and determinate ; and when it is considered it. It is the practice of British cmiters to 
it was made the criterion by so formal au act compel the commanders of neutral vessels 
between the two governments, it cannot be which they meet at sea, either to board them 
presumed that the British government will iu person with their papers, or to send their 
object to the renewal of it. Nothing is more papers on board in their boats by an officer, 
natural alter the differences which have taken The injustice and irregularity of this procc- 
place between the two countries, on this and dure need not be mentioned. Yon will eo- 
olhrr subjects, and the departure from this deavour to suppress it iu the manner propo- 
criterion by Great-Britain, for reasons which; sed in the third article of a project communi- 
cated to Mr. Monroe at Londou, in his instruc- 
tions of the 5th January, 1814. You will en- 
deavour likewise to restrict contraband of 



admitted by her no longer to exist, than 
that they should, on the restoration of a good 
understanding, recur to it again. Such a re- 
currence would be the more satisfactory to 
the president, as it would afford a proof of a 
disposition in the British government, not 
simply to compromise a difference, but to re- 
establish sincere friendship between the two 
nations. 

An interference with our commerce between 
enemy's colonies and their parent country, wa« 
among the violations of our neutral right*, 
committed by Great-Britain in ber present 
war with France. It took place in 1805. did 
extensive injnry and prodnc d universal ex- 
citement. In si curing ns again»t a repetition 
•f it, you will attend to an article of the con- 
vention between Bussia aud Great-Britain 
entered into on the day of 

1U0I, to the 14th article of tho project of a 
treaty with Great-Britain that was sj.r n , ; ,| by 
Hr. Monroe and Mr. 1'inknev on the 31 st 
December, 1806, and to the instructions from 
this department relating to that article on 
the 2l)th May, 1807. The capture by Great - 
Br lain of almost all the islands of her en<> 
■ins, diminishes the importance of any regu- 
lation of this subject ; but as they may be re- 
stored by a treaty of peace, it merit 1 * particu- 
lar attention. It being understood, however, 
that unless such a trade can be obtained in a 
proper extent, and without a relinquishment 
of the principle contended Tor by the I n ted 
States, it will be best that the treaty be si- 
lent on the subject. 

A disposition hat been shown bv the British 



war. as much as in your power, to the list con- 
tained in the 4th article of that project. 

The pretension of Great-Britain to inter- 
dict the passage of neutral vessels with their 
cargoes from one port to another port of an 
enemy, is illegal and verv injurious to the 
comm.Tceot neutral powers. Still mire un- 
justifiable is the attempt to interdict their 
passage from a por. of one inde<>en lent na- 
tion to that of another, on the pretem-e that 
they are both enemies. You will endeavour 
to obtain, iu both instances a security lor the 
neutral right. 

t T pon the whole subject I hare to olnerve, 
that your first duty will be to conclude a 
peace with 'Great-tintatn. and that you are 
authorised to do it. in case you cau obtain a 
satisfactory stipulation a&ainst impressment, 
one which shall secure. uud'Tonr flag, protec- 
tion to the crew. The mann-r in which it 
may be done lias ben already stated, with 
the reriorocal stipulations winch you may en- 
ter iuio to secure Great-Britain against the 
injury of which she romplaius. If this en- 
croachment of Great-Britain is not provided 
against, the United States have appealed to 
arm* in vain. It your efforts to accomplish 
it should fail, all further negotiations will 
cease, and you will return home without de- 
lay. It is possible that some difficulty may 
occur in arranging this article respecting itJ 
duration. To ohviate this the president is 
willing that it be limited to the present war 
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hi Europe. Retting, as the United States e l that from a conduct so frank ahd honoura- 
Ho.on the solid gronnd of right; it is not pre !bo, the most beneficial effect will result* 
sumable that Great-Britain, especially after ]* * * SCPpnEvstD ! * * * 
the advantage she may derive from the ar-.* * * * * * * * * 
nmgemcnt proposed, would ever revive her f shall conclude by remarking, that a strong 
pretention. In forming any stipulation on hope is entertained that this friendly media* 
this subject, you will be careful not to impair tion of the emperor Alexander will form an 



by it the right of the United States, or to 
sanction the principle or the British claim. 

It is deemed highly important, also, to ob- 
taiu a definition of the neutral rights which I 
have brought to your view, especially of 
blockade, and in the manner suggested, but 
it is not to be made an indispensable condi- 
tion of peace. After the repeal of the orders 
hi council, and other illegal blockades, and 
the explanations attending it. it is not pre- 
sumable that Great-Britain will revive them. 
Should she do it, the United States will al- 
ways have a corresponding resort in their own 
hands. Yon will observe in every case, in 
which yon may not be able to obtain a satis- 
factory definition of the neutral rights, that 
you enter iuto none respecting it. 

Indemnity for losses scents to be a fair claim 
en the part of the United States* and the Bri- 
tish government, if desirous to strengthen the 
relations of friendship, may be williug to make 
it. In bringing the claim into view, yon will 
iiot let it defeat the primary object intrusted 
to you. It is not perceived on what ground 
Great-Britain can resist this claim, at least in 
the cases in favour of which she stands pled- 
ged. Of these a note will be added. 

* • * suppressed! • • * 
***#«**.»» 

You are at liberty to stipulate in the propo- 
sed treaty the same advantages in the ports 
of the United States in favour of British ships 
of war, that may be allowed to those of tl.r 
most favoured nations. Tbissti;>ulatiou must 
be reciprocal. 

* * * siFPaassEoJ * * * 
****••♦** 

No difficulty can arise from the case of the 
uon-iroportation act, which will doubtless be 
terminated in consequence of a pacification. 
Should any stipulation to that efiect be requi- 
red, or found advantageous, you are at libertv 
to enter into it. Should peace be inado, you 
may, in fixing the periods at which it shall 
take effect, in different latitudes and distan- 
ces, take tor the basis the provisional article 
of the treaty of peace with Great-Britain in 
W83, with such alterations as may appear to 
be hist and reasonable. 

In discharging the duties of the trust com- 
mitted to you, the president desires that you 
-lifest the highest degree of respect 



will 

for the emperor of Russia, and confidence iu 
the integrity and impartiality of his views. 
In arranging the question of impressment, and 
every question of neutral right, you will ex- 
plain to his government, without reserve, the 
daiujs of the United States, with the grouuds 
<*n which tbey severally rest. It L uet don**- 

> -> 



epoch in the relations Itclwecn the United 
States and Russia, which will be extensively 
felt, and be long and eminently distinguished 
by the happy consequences attending it.— 
Siuce 1780. Russia has been the pivot ou which 
all questions of neutral right have essentially 
turned. Most of the wars which have distur- 
bed the world in modern times have origina- 
ted with Great-Britain and Fiance. These 
wars have affected distant countries, especial- 
ly in their character as neutrals, and very ma- 
terially the United States, who took no part 
in promoting them, and had no interest in tho 
great objects of either power. 

* * SUPPUK8SED! * * ¥ 
m ■* * * * * * * * 

[I am iiiucblfd to the Evening Post for the 
inruniuiiion of where, iu these fetters, the sup- 
pression* were made. According to that print, 
all the Ictller yarl </ uhtd relate* to the interfer- 
ence uf the tn\ptror of Russia, lias been concealed?* 
The uther M»j»|nv.»Monji are uoled where they are 
ta'td to occur. — Ed. Ex.] 

Extract No. II. — Jvxe 23, 1813. 
" iu opportunity offering, I avail myself of 
it to explain more (tally the views of the pre- 
sident on certain subjects already treated on 
iu your instructions, and to communicate his 
sentimeuts-ou some others, not adverted to la 
them. 

The British government having repealed 
the orders in council, and the blockade of 
May, 1&0G, and all other illegal blockade*, 
and having declared tbat it would institute no 
blockade which should not be supported by 
an adequate force, it was thought better to 
leave that question on that ground, than to 
continue the war to obtain a precise definition 
of blockade, after the other essential cause of 
the war, that of impressment, should bo re- 
moved. But wheu it is considered that a sti- 
pulated definition of blockade will cost Great- 
Britain nothing after having thus recognized 
the principle, and that such definition is cal- 
culated to give additional confidence, in the 
future security of our commerce, it i* expect- 
ed she will agree to it. ll is true, this cause 
of war being removed, the United States are 
under no obligation to continue it, for the 
want of such stipulated definition, more espe- 
cially as tbey retain iu their bauds the remedy 
a5ainst any new violation of their rights, 
whenever made. The same remark is appli- 
cable to the cause of impressment, for if the 
British government had issued orders to its 
cmizers not to impress seamen from our ves- 
sels, and notified the same to this government* 
that cause of war would also have been re- 
mo . cd. In making peace it is better for both 
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nation* that the controversy respecting block* 
ado, should be arranged by treaty, as well a* 
that respecting impressment. The omission 
to arrange it may be productive of injury. — 
Witbo t a precise definition of blockade, im- 
proper pretensions might be set up on each 
side, reflecting their rights, which might pos- 
gib-y hazard the future good understanding 
between the two countries. 

Should a rehtitution of territory be agreed 
on. it will be proper for you to make * provi- 
sion for settling the boundary between the U. 
States and Great-Britain on the St. Lawrence 
and the l akes, from the point at which the 
line between them, strikes the St. Lawrence, 



tlcreagh to this department, and sf a Bate 

from Lord Catbeart to the Russian govern* 
raent, with my reply to the communication. 

Tiie arrangement of a negotiation to be 
held at Gotteubiirg. directly between the 
United States and Great-Britain, without the 
aid of the Russian mediation, makes it neces- 
sary that a new commission sltonld be issued 
correspondent with it, and tor this purpose 
that a new nomination should be made to the 
senate. The president instructs me to inform 
you, that you will both be included in it, and) 
that he wishes yon to repair immediately am 
the receipt of this, to the appointed rendez- 
vous. It is probable that the business may 



to the uorthwestern corner of the Lake of .not be limited to yourselves on account of the 
the Woods, according t > the principles of the 'great iuterests involved in the result. The 
t. aty of peace. The settlem. nt of this 'commissions and instructions will be duly for- 
boundary is in>|>ortant, from the circumstance [warded to you, as soon as the arrangement! 
that there are several islands in the river and shall be Anally made. 

lakes, of <ouie extent a:.d great value, the do- I 111 taking leave, of the Russian government, 
mnion over which is claimed by both parties, you will be careful to make known to it, the 
ll may be a»» adviseable course to appoint sensibility of the president, to the friendly 
commissioners on each side, with full powers disposition of the emperor, manifested by tl>e 
to adjust on fair and equitahle considerations, 'offer of his mediation ; the regret felt at its 
this boundary. To enable you to adopt a rejection by the British government* ami a 
suitable provision for the purpose, it will be desire that in future, the greatest confidence 
proper for you to recur to the instructions aud oordiaiily, and the best understanding 
neretofore given on the suhject, published tn may prevail between the two governments. 

the documents in your possession.'* ^ y j gs 1814 

No. III. — Jaw. 1, 181^. Gejjtlemkn— The British government hav- 

• Gentlemen— 1 have not received a letter j ng declined the Russian m.diatioo. andpro- 
froin you since your appointment to meet mi- to lreat directly with the United States, 

titers from Great-Britain, at St. Petersburg, lhe preside has, on due consideration, 
to negotiate a treaty of peace under the inc- ; tluMight proper to accept the overture. To 
diation of ti e emperor of Russia. This is give effcvi tll „ ;is arra „ S emcot. it was ne es- 
dotibtle«s owing to the miscarriage of your sary that a new commission should be formed. 
< V'M'** cnes ' 'and lor that purpose that a new nomiaatioo 

The message of tho president, of which I slsotsid be made to the senate, by whose ad- 
bave the honour to transmit to you a copy, lvice ^ coascllt ^ important trust is eoin- 
Vtll make you acquainted with the progress 'mitled to vou 

of the war with Great-Britain, to that period. , Y ou will consider the instructions given in 
and the other documents which are forwarded. )tne commission to treat under the mediation 
vdl communicate what ha* since occurred, jof Russia, as applicable to the negotiation 
Amjujc, the advantages attending our sue- J witb wnich you are MW cnarj rod, except as 
eess tnTpper Canada, was the important one tbry ^ ^ modified by this letter, 
of making capture ol General Proctor's bag- i ca || Tour attention to the most in> 



gage, with all the public documents belonging 
to the British government in his possession. 



port ant grounds of the controversy 
Great-Britain only, and make such 



rith 



U is probable that these documents will be enen, and on the whole subject, as baxe 
laid before congress, as they are of a nature occurred since the date of the former inv 
bighly interesting to the public. Ion will ( structions, and are deemed applicable te the 
u uderst and tbetr true character by extracts | present juncture ; taking into view the 
of two letters from Governor Cass, which are tiation in which yon are about to enga^. 
enclosed to you. By these it appears, that ()n imp ressment, as to the right of 
the British government has exercised its in- ' 
(luence over the ludian tribes within our 
limits, as well as elsewhere, in peace, for hos- 
tile purposes towards the United Mates ; and 
that the Indian barbarities, since the war, 
Mere in many instances known to, and sanc- 
tioned by the British government. 

No. IV Jan. 8. 1814. 

. CrnTLEMEN— I have the honour to trans- 
mit to you, a copy ei a tetter from Lord Cm- 



United States to be exempted from it, I have 
nothing new to add. The sentiments of the 
president have undergone no change on that 
important subject. This degrading practice 
must cease ; our Sag must protect the crew, 
or the t utted States cannot consider them- 
selves an independent nation. To settle this 
difference amicably, the president is willing, 
as you are already informed by the former in- 
structions, to remeveaii pretexts lor it, to the 
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British government, by excluding all British 
seamen from our vessels, and even to eitend 
the exclusion to all British subjects, if neces- 
sary, excepting only the few already natural- 
ized, and to stipulate likewise the surrender 
of all British seamen deserting in our ports 
in future from British vessels, public or pri- 
vate. It was presumed by all dispassionate 
persons, that the late law of congress relative 
to seamen would effectually accomplish the 
object. But the president is willing, as you 
find, to prevent a possibility of failure, to go 
further. 

Should a treaty !>e made, it is proper, and 
would have a conciliatory effect, that all our 
impressed seamen, who may be discharged 
under it* should be paid for their services by 
the British government, for the time of their 
detention, the wages which they might have 
obtained in the mercltant service Of their own 
country. 

Blockade is the subject next in point of 
importance, which you will have to arrange. 
In ihe instructions bearing date on the 15th 
of April, 1H13, it was remarked, that as the 
British government had revoked its orders in 
council, and agreed that no blockade could be 
legal which was not supported by an adequate 
force, and that ruch adequate force should be 
applied to any blockade which it might there- 
after institute, this cause of controversy 
seemed to be removed. Further reflection, 
however, has added great force to the expedi- 
ency and importance of a precise definition 
of the public law on this subject. There is 
much cause to presume, that if the repeal of 
the orders iu couuncil had taken place in-time 
to have been known here before the dclara- 
tk>n of war, and had had tlie effect of prevent- 
ing the declaration, not only that no provision 
would have been obtained against impress* 
ment, but that under the wine of blockade, 
the same extent of coast would have been 
covered by proclamation as Itad been covered 
by the orders in council. The war, which 
these abuses aud impressment contributed so 
much to produce, might possibly prevent that 
consequence. But it would be more satisfac- 
tory, if not more safe, to guard against it by 
a formal definition iu the treaty. It is true, 
should the British government violate again 
the legitimate principles of blockade, in 
whatever terms, or under whatever pretext it 
might be done, the United States would have 
in their hands a correspondent resort ; but a 
principal object in making peace, is to prevent 
by the justice snd reciprocity of the condi- 
tions, a recurrence again to war, for the sat?e 
cause. If the British government sincerely 
wishes to make a durable peace with the Uni- 
ted States, it can have no reasonable objec- 
tion to a just definition of blockade, especial- 
ly as the two governments have agreed 4n 
their correspondence, in all its essential fea- 
tures. The instructions of the 15th of April, 
1U13, have stated in what manner the presi- 
dent is willing to arrange this difference. 



On the other neutral rights, enumerated in 
the former instructions. 1 shall remark only, 
that the catalogue is limited in a manner to 
evince a spirit of accommodation ; that he 
arrangement projiosed in each instance is >tst 
in itself ; that it corresponds with the general 
spirit of treaties between commercial powers* 
and that Great-Britain has sanctioned it in 
many treaties, and gone beyond it in some. 

On the claim to indemnity for spoliations. I 
have only to refer you to what was said in the 
former instrtctions. I have to add, that 
should a treaty be formed, it is just in itself, 
and would have a happy effect on the future 
relations of the two countries, if indemnity 
should be stipulated oa each side, for the de- 
struction of all unfortified towns, and other 
private property, contrary to the laws and 
usages of war. It is equally proper that the 
negroes taken from the southern slates should 
be returned to their owners, or paid for at 
their full value. It is known, that a shameful 
traffic has been carried ou in the West- Indies, 
by the sale of these persons there, by those 
who professed to lie their deliverers. Of this 
fact, the proof which has reached this depart- 
ment shall be furnished you. If these slaves 
are considered as non-combatants, they ought 
to be restored ; if, as property, they ought to 
be paid for. The treaty of peace contains an 
article, which recognizes this principle. 

In the view which I have taken of the con- 
ditions on which you are to insist, in the pro- 
posed negotiation, you will 6nd. ou a compa- 
rison of them with those stated iu the former 
instructions, that there is no material differ- 
ence between them, the two last mentioned 
claims to indemnity excepted, which have 
originated since the date of those instructions. 
The principal object of this review has b<*en 
to show, that the sentiments of the president, 
are the same in every instance, and that the 
reasons for maintaining them, have become 
more evident and strong, since the date of 
these instructions. 

In accepting the overture of the British go- 
vernment, to treat independently of the Rus- 
sian mediation, the United States have acted 
on principles which have governed them in 
every transaction relating to peace since the 
war. Had the British government accepted 
the Russian mediation, the United States 
would have treated for themselves, independ- 
ently of any other power, and had Great-Bri- 
tain met them ou such conditions, peace 
would hare been the immediate result. Had 
she refused to accede to such conditions, and 
attempted to dictate others, a knowledge of 
the views of other powers on those points, 
might have be^n useful to the United States. 
In agreeing to treat directly with Great-Bri- 
tain, not only is no concession contemplated, 
on any point in controversy, but the same tie- 
sire is cherished to preserve a good under- 
standing with Russia, and the other Baltic, 
powers, as if negotiation had taken place, un- 
der the mediation of Russia. 



Digitized by Google 



412 



THIS EXAfalNKR, EXTRA— No. 23. 



It is probable that the British government 
may have declined the Russian mediation, 
from the apprehension of an understanding 
between the United States and Russia, for 
very different purposes from those which have 
been contemplated in a hope that a much bet- 
• ter treaty might be obtained of the United 
States, in a direct negotiation, than could be 
obtained under the Russian mediation, and 
with a view to profit of the concessions which 
mi;ht thus be made by the United States in 
future negotiations with the Baltic powers, 
jr this was the object of the British goveru- 
ment. and it is not easy to conceive any other, 
it clearly proves the advantage to be derived 
from the proposed negotiation, from the aid 
of those powers, in securing from the British 
government, such condition* as would be sa- 
tisfactory to all parties. It would be highly 
honourable as well as advantageous to the IT. 
States, if the negotiation with which you are 
charged, should terminate in such a treaty. 
No. VI— Jan. 30, 1814. 

Gentlemen— In addition to the claims to 
indemnity, stated in your preceding instruc- 
tions, 1 have to request your attention to the 
following, to which it is presumed there can 
be* no objection. 

On the declaration of war by the United 
States, there happened to be, in the ordinary 
course of commerce, several American ves- 
sels and cargoes in the ports of Great-Britain, 
which were seized and condemned; and, in 
one instance, an American ship which fled 
from Algiers, in consequence of the declara- 
tion of war by the Dcy, to Gibraltar, with 
the American consul, and some public stores 
on hoard, shared a like fate. 

After the declaration of war, congress pass- 
ed an act, allowing to British subjects six 
months, from the date of the declaration, to 
remove their property out of the United 
Stales, in consequence of which, many vessels 
Wrre amoved with their cargoes I add. 
with confidence, that, on a liberal construe* 
tion of the spirit of the law, some vessels were 
permitted to depart, eveu after the expiration 
of the term specified iu the law. 1 will en- 
d'-avour to put in your possession a list o« 
tl-jv-e cases. A general reciprocal provision 
however, will be best adapted to the object 
jh view. 

No. VII.— Feb. 10. 1814. 
Gentle me it — Should you conclude a treaty 
and not obtain a satisfactory arrangement or 
nc-itral rights, it will be proper for you to 
ptoviile. that the United States shall have ad 
vantage of any stipulations more favourable to 
nnutral nations, that may be established be- 
tween Great- Britain and other powers. A 
precedent for such a provision is fouud in a 
declaratory article between Great-Britain and 
Russia, bearing date on the 8th of October, 
laoi, explanatory of the 2d section, 3d arti- 
cle, of a convention concluded between them 
on the 5th of June of the same year. 



No. VIII.— Feb. 14. 1814. 

** I received last night your letter of the 
15th October, with extracts of letters from 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Harris, of the 22d and 
23d of November. 

»» It appears that you had no knowledge at 
the date, even of the last letter, of the an- 
swer of the British government, to the offer 
which had been made to it. a second time, of 
the Russian mediation. Hence it is, to be 
inferred, that the proposition made to this 
government by the Bramble, was made not 
only without your knowledge, but without the 
sanction, if not without the knowledge of the 
emperor. Intelligence from other sources 
strengthen* this inference. If this view of 
the conduct of the British government is well 
founded, the motive for it cannot be mistaken. 
It may fairly be presumed, that it was to pre- 
vent a good understanding hud concert be- 
tween the United States aud Russia and Swe- 
den on the Buhjcct of neutral rights, in the 
hope, that by drawing the negotiation to Eng- 
land, and depriving you of an opportunity of 
free communication with those powers, a trea- 
ty less favourable to the United States mixht 
be obtained, which might afterwards be used 
with advantage by Great-Britain in her nego- 
tiation* with those powers. 

By an article in the former instructions, 
you were authorized in making a treaty to 
prevent impressment from our vessels, to sti- 
pulate, provided a certain specified term could 
not be agreed on. that it might coutinue in 
force for the present war in Europe only. At 
that time It seemed probable that the war 
might last many years. Recent appearances 
however, iudicate the contrary. Should peace 
be made in Europe, as the practical evil of 
which' we complain in regard to impressment 
would cease, it is presumed that the British go- 
vernment would have less objection to a stipu- 
lation to lor bear that practice for a specified 
term, than it would have, should the war con- 
tinue. In concluding a peace with Great- 
Britain, even in case of a previous genera) 
peace in Europe, it is important to Ike United 
States to obtain such a stipulation.**^ 

No. lX,— March 21st, 1814. 
Gentlemen— By tiie cartel Cbanneey you 
will receive this, with duplicates of the com- 
mission to treat with Great-Britain, and of 
< he instructions and other documents that were 
brwarded by the John Adams. This vessel is 
sent to guard against any accident that might 
attend the other, 

If a satisfactory arrangement can be con- 
cluded with Great -Britain, the sooner it is 
accomplished, the better for both countries. 
If such an arrangement cannot be obtained, it 
is important for the United States to be ac- 
quainted with it without delay. 1 hope, there- 
Core, to receive from you ah account of the. 
state of the negotiation and its prospects, as 
soon as you may be able to communicate any 
thing of an interesting nature respecting them. . 



Digitized by Google 



THE EXAMINER, EXTRA— No. 23. 



413 



No. X.— Jo we 80tb, 18U 
Gektlkmen— No communication mfe been 
received, from the Joint mission which w« ap- 
pointed to meet the commissioners of the Bri- 
tish government, at Gottenburg. A letter from 
Mr. Bayard, at Amsterdam, of the 18th of 
3 larch, was the last from either of onr com- 
missioners. It was inferred, from that letter, 
and other communications, that Mr. Bayard. 
Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Adams, would be in 
Gottenburg ; and it has been understood, from 
other sources, that Mr. Clay and Mr. Ru«se!l 
had arrived there about the 1.5th April. It is 
therefore expected, that a meeting will have 
taken place in May, and that we shall soon be 
made acquainted with your sentiments of the 
probable result of the negotiation. 

it is impossible, with the lights which hare 
reached or, to ascertain the present disposi- 
tion of the British government towards an ac- 
commodation with the United States. We 
thiuk it probable, that the late events in 
France may have had a tendency to iucrcase 
Us pretentions 

At war with Great-Britain, and iujurod by 
France, the United States have sustained the 
attitude founded on those relations. No reli- 
ance was placed on the good offices of France, 
in bringing the war with Great-Britain to a 
satisfactory conclusion. Jxx>king steadily to 
an honourable peace, and the ultimate attain- 
ment of justice from both powers, the presi- 
dent has ennVavoured, by a consistent and ho- 
nourable policy to take advantage of every 
circumstance that might promote that result. 
He nevertheless, knew that France held a 
place in the political system of Europe, and 
of the world, which, as a check on England, 
could not fail to be useful to us. What effect 
the late events may bavo bad, in these re- 
spects, is the important circumstance of which 
you are doubtless better informed than we 
can be. 

The president accepted the mediation of 
Russia, from a respeet for the character of the 
emperor, and a belief that our cause, in all 
the points of controversy, would gain strength 
by being made known to him. On the same 
principle, he preferred (in accepting the Bri- 
tish overture, to treat independently of the 
Russian mediation) to open the negotiation on 
the continent, rather ^hao at Loudon. 

Jt was inferred from the general policy of 
Russia, and the friendly sentiments and inter- 
position of the emperor, that a respect for 
both would have much influence with the Bri- 
tish cabinet, in promoting a pacific policy to- 
wards us. The manner, however, in which it 
is understood, that a general pacification is 
taking place — the influence Great-Britain may 
lave in modifying the arrangements involved 
in it— the resources she may be able to em- 
ploy exclusively against the United States— 
and the uncertainty of the precise course 
which Russia may pursue in relation to the 
war between the United States and Gjt-at- 



Britain, naturally claim attention, and raise 
the important question, in reference to the 
subject of impressment, on which it is pre- 
sumed your negotiations will essentially turn, 
whether your powers ought not to be enlarg- 
ed, so as to enable you to give to those cir- 
cumstances alt the weight to which they may 
be entitled. On full consideration, it has 
ber-n decided, that in case no stipulation can 
be obtained from the British government at 
this moment, when its pretensions may have 
been much heightened by recent events, and 
the state of Europe be most favourable to 
diem, either relinquishing the claim to im- 
press from American vessels, or discontinuing 
the practice, even in consideration of the pro- 
posed exclusion from them of British seamen, 
you nmv concur in an article, stipulating that 
the subject of impressment, together with 
that of commerce between the two countries, 
H«» rr»IV'rred to a separate negotiation, to be 
nndertaken without dtday, at such place as 
you may be able to agree on, preferring this 
city, if to be obtained. I annex at the close 
of this letter, a project of an article, express- 
ing, more distinctly, the idea which it is in- 
tended to communicate, not meaning thereby 
to restrain you in any respect, as to the form. 
Commerce and seamen, tlie objects of impress- 
ment may, with great propriety, be arranged 
in the same instrument. By stipulating that 
commissioners shall forthwith be appointed 
for the purpose, and that all rights on this 
subject shall, in the mean time, be reserved, 
the faith or the British government will be 
pledged to a fair experiment in an amicable 
mode, and the honour and rights of the Uni- 
ted States secured. The United States hav- 
ing resisted, by war, the practice of impress* 
rrrent, aRd continued the war until that prac- 
tice had ceased, by a peace in Europe, their 
object lias been essentially obtained for the 
present. It may reasonably be expected, that 
the arrangement contemplated and provided 
for, will take effect before a new war in Eu- 
rope shall furnish an occasion for reviving the 
practice. Should this arrangement, however, 
fail, and the practice be again revived, the 
United States will be again at liberty to re- 
pel it by war— and that they will do so, can- 
not be dotibted — for after the proof which 
they liave already given of a firm resistance, 
in that mode, persevered in until the prac- 
tice had ceased, under circumstances the 
most unfavourable, it cannot be presumed, 
that Uie practice will ever be tolerated again. 
Certain it is, that every day will render it 
more ineligible in Great-Bitain to make the 
attempt. 

In contemplating the appointment of com- 
missioners, to be made after the ratification of 
the present treaty, to negotiate and conclude 
a treaty to regulate commerce and j rovide 
against impressment, it Is" meant only to show 
the exten' to which yon may go, in a spirit of 
i accommodation^ if necessary. Should the 
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British government be willing to take the 

subject up immediately with you, it would be 
tnucb preferred, in which case the proposed 
article would of course be adapted to the pur- 
pose. 

Information has been received from a quar- 
ter deserving attention, that the late events 
hi France have produced such an effect on the 
British government, as to make it probable 
that a demand will be made at Gottenbnrg. to 
surrender our right to the fisheries, to abandon 
all trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and 
to cede Louisiana to Spain. We cannot be- 
lieve that such a demand n il! be made ; should 
it be, you will of course treat it as it deserves. 
These rights must not be brought into dis- 
ctis-ion. If insisted on, your negotiation* will 
cease. — 

44 Whereas by the peace in Europe, the es- 
sential causes of the war between the United 
States and Great Britain, and particularly the 
practice of Impressment, nave ceased, and a 
sincere desire exists to arrange, in a manner 
satisfactory to both parties, all questions con- 
cerning seamen— and it is also their desire 
and intention to arrange, in a like satisfactory 
manner, the commerce between the two coun- 
tries, it is therefore agreed, that commission- 
ers shall forthwith be appointed on each tide, 

to meet at tvith full power to negotiate 

and conclude a treaty, as soon as it may be 
practicable, for the arrangement of those im- 
portant interests. It is nevertheless under- 
stood, that nntil such treaty be formed, each 
party shall retain all its rights, and that all 
American citizens who have been impressed 
into the British service shall be forthwith dis- 
charged." 

An Extract ; No. XI.— Jvnn 27, 1814. 

** The omission to send ministers to Goi.- 
tenburg without a previous and official notifi- 
cation of the appointment and arrival there 
of those of the United States, a formality 
which, if due from either party, might have 
fceen expected from that making the overture, 
rather than that accepting it, is a proof of a 
dilator}' policy, and would, in other respects 
Justify animadversions, if there was less dis- 
position here to overlook circumstances of 
form, when interfering with more substautial 
objects. 

By my letter of the 25th instant, which 
goes with this, yen will find that the subject 
hail already been acted on uuder similar im- 
pressions with those which Mr. Bayard and 
Mr. Gallatin's letter could not fail to produce. 
The view however, presented by them is 
much stronger, and entitled to much greater 
attention. The president has taken the sub- 
ject into consideration again, and given to 
their suggestions ail the weight to which they 
are justly entitled. 

" On mature consideration it has been de- 
cided, that under all the circumstances above 
alluded to. incidrnt to a prosecution of the 
war, you aiay ouul any stipulation en the sub 




ject of impressment, if found indispensabfy 
necessary to terminate it. Yon will, of 
course, not recur to this expedient nntil alt 
your efforts to adjust the controversy in t> 
more satisfactory manner have tailed. As it 
is not the intention of the United States, in 
suffering the treaty to be silent on the subject 
of impressment, to admit tho British claim 
thereon, or to relinquish that of the United 
States, it is highly important tliat any such 
inference be entirely precluded, by a declara- 
tion or protest in some form or other, that 
the omission is not to have any such effect or 
tendency. Any modification of the practice, 
to prevent abuses, being an acknowlc " 
of the right in Great-Britain, is 
missible. 

" Although Gottenbnrg was contemplated 
at the time your commission was made oat, 
as the seat of the ncgotiatbo. yet your com- 
mission itself does not confine yon to it. Yaw- 
are at liberty, therefore, to trailer the nego- 
tiation, to any other place made more eligi- 
ble by a change of circumstances. Amster- 
dam and the Hague readily present them- 
selves as preferable to any place in England, 
if, however, you should be of opinion, that un- 
der all circumstances, the negotiation in that 
country will be attended with advantages, out- 
weighing the objections to it, you are at liber- 
ty to transfer it there." 

An Extract; No. XII.— Arc. 11th. 1814. 

*' I had the honour to receive on the third 
of this month a letter from Mr. Bayard and 
Mr. Gallatin, of the 2.1d of .May, and one from 
Mr. Gallatin of the 2d of June. 

** The president approves the arrangement 
communicated by those gentlemen f >r trans- 
ferring the negotiation with the British go- 
vernment from Gottenbnrg to Ghent, li is 
presumed from Mr. Gallatin's letter, that the 
meeting took place towards the latter end of 
Jane, and that we shall soon hear iroro yon 
what will be its probable result. 

•* By my letters of the 2Mb and 27th June, 
of which another copy is now forwarded, the 
sentiments of the president, as to the condi- 
tions, on which it will be proper tor yon t# 
conclude a treaty of peace, are made Known 
to you. it is presumed that either in the 
mode suggested in my letter of the 25th June, 
which is mnch prelerrcil. or by permitting 
the treaty to be silent on the subject as is au- 
thorised in the letter of the -'7th Jnne, the 
question of impressment may be so disposed 
of, as to form no obstacle to a pacification. 
This government can go no further, because 
it will make no sacrifice of the rights or ho- 
nour of the nation. 

" If Great-Britain does not terminate the 
war on the conditions which you are authori- 
zed to adopt, she has other objects in it than 
those for which she has hitherto professed te 
contend. That such are entertained, there is 
much reason to presume. These whatever 
they may be, must and will be resisted bj 
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ilie United States. The conflict may be 

severe, but it will be borne with firmness, 
tttid is we confidently believe, be attended 
with success." 

IMPRESSMENTS. 

[A very interesting pamphlet, on this subject, 
by an English writer ofgreut ability, has just fal* 
leu into my hands. I should have had some diffi- 
culty in deciding on the propriety of republish- 
ing it, if it did not carry on the face of it the evi- 
dence of its being published under the immediate 
sanction of the British cabinet ; and therefore in 
some sort a slate paper, though not in an official 
form. Besides a » Mr. Madison seems to have 
determined to abandon his pretensions on this 
»rritatin«rsubject, it seems but just and fair to give 
the American people an opportunity of judging, 
whether in so doing, he has or has not sacrificed 
any real .-fmerkan righJ*. 

It is to be remembered, that this is a British ? 
pamphlet addrMrod to tt,, British nation. WIip- . 
tiwr the facts set forth in it are correctly stated, ' 
it is impossible for us to decide. Lt may howev- 
er be proper to remark, that they are alleged to 
be proved by official documents filed in o public 
office; which documents would detect the wri- 
ter's falsehoods, if he has been guilty of .my. In 
*s much therefore, us it was so hazardous to de- 
part from the truth, common discretion would 
Lave impressed the necessity of adhering to it. 

The American people have never yet had both 
fides of this question. And without having it 
they are in much danger of judging incorrectly, 
because their sensibilities on this point are very 
great ; and very proper it is they should be so. 
But if it be a duty to fight for American rights, 
it is certainly a crime to make us fight for mere 
administration pretences, 

lt ennnot be too strongly impressed on Amc- 
ricun politicians or all parties, that their duties 
at this time, do not depend on what was the jus- 
tice or injustice of this war at the commencement. 
Even, if the declaration of war on our part was 
ever so unjust, the actual defence of our own coun- 
try at a moment when it is menaced with invasion 
and desolation, is the most imperative of all pa- 
triotic duties. Our assailants must be repelled. 
Even, if they have been unjustly provoked to 
invade us, as we invnded them, and although wp 
were opposed to such invasion, yet we can never 
Aiesitate about the sacred duty of defending our- 
' selves and our families. Even, if their attack be 
deemed justifiable, our duty to resist, is neverthe- 
less, of the most holy obligation. 

But we have two duties to perform ; duties 
'which may well be performed together. As sol- 
diers we are bound. to resist invuders ; as citisenx 
to see whether our affairs are in honest and capa- 
ble hands. If this be not so, the exercise of the 
rights of the ciliien are inconsistent with a stale 
•f war ; aud then this would follow, that when 
we have war, wp cannot have liberty. Now 1 
think we may well have both at the same time. 
"We can resist our enemies, and inspect the con- 
duct of our rulers at the same time ; and us at tUc 
present moment much of our safety depends upon 
the latter point, it is a duty to afford to our na- 
tion all the Sights in one's power. And I rei.ub- 
Jbh this pamphlet, developing British pretentions 



and British arguments, the more readily, because 
I know how cautiously my countrymen are dis- 
posed to receive every thing from that quarter* 

Eo. Ex.] 

Vie right and practice 0/ IMPRESS M EN 'I* t 

a* concerning Great-Britain and Amkri- 

ck, considered. — A Pamphlet, i.oni>on: 1U14. 

Just at the moment when Bonaparte was set- 
ting out on his invasion of Russia, the govern* 
meutof the United w tatcs of America declared- 
war against Great-Britain. 

Mr. Madison did not state in his manifesto, 
that his hostility against the only ally of Russia 
was intended as a diversion in favour of Bona** 
parte. He did not state, that he considered this 
an aurpicions juncture for the conquest of Cana- 
da, when the British nation was putting forth 
all her strength, and exhausting, with a bound- 
less, but wise liberality, all her resources, in the 
last grand struggle for European liberty ; while 
her armies were engaged in the protection of 
Lisbon and Cadiz, and her navies co-operating 
in the defence j>ouu;ig and 

But, if the hopes of assisting France and con* 
quering Canada did not actuate Mr. Madison, it 
is hard to discover what his motives were. 

All the pretexts for hostilities, which he bad 
successively advanced, successively failed him; 
and he was nearly in the condition of being the 
aggressor in a war, of which all the ostensible 
grounds were removed, and of which the rc.il 
cause could not lie avowed ; wheu a fresh pre- 
tence was advanced— one not thought of as a 
cause of war in the earlier periods of the discus- 
sion, and only produced in the hojir of his ne- 
cessity, when something was to be said, aud he 
had nothing else to lay. 

This was the questun of. impressment; and 
though 1 ennnot for a moment lielieve, that this 
was originally any other than a mere pretence 
for the war, yet, as it is now the only cause that 
survives (Bonaparte has vanished, and Canada 
is probably saved) aud, as much misunderstand* 
ing, and a great deal of misrepresentation, exist 
on the subject, and, as I have had practical op- 
portunities of considering it more nearly than 
the generality of my countrymen, I have thought 
it might not be useless to collect into one view 
what appears to me to be ou this subject the true 
state of the case between Great- Britain and 
America. 

the complaint of the American government it 
twofold:— 1. It complains of the impressment 
of British subjects from its vessels. It coin* 
plains that under pretence of impressing British 
subjects, American seamen are forcibly token or 
detained. The first of those cmuplaints-involvnf 
the question of the right ef search and im- 
pressment from neutral «hips in general, i lie 
second, that of the practice, as it affect* Ame- 
rica. 

I shall therefore consider the subject under 
these two heads; well satisfied that I shall be 
able to show the first complaint to be utterly tin* 
founded, and the second to be grossly exaggerat- 
ed ; and that on the whole, there is not only no 
justifiable cause for war (arising out of thisques- 
tion, ut least) on the part of America; but that 
on the contrary, it will be found, on reference tC 
the acknowledged wws end m stems of eivilrzedl 
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nations. t!mt Great-Britain '.<?, of the two par- 
lies, infinitely the most aggrieved ; that Ameri- 
can subject* uiay be exposed to inconveniences ; 
l>ut that the British empire suffers actual and se- 
nous injur)-. 

i. RIGHT OT TMPRTSSMKXT. 

Great-Britain, being engaged in war, claim*: a 
right to the services of all her natural born sub- 
jects; and, when she find? them endeavouring to 
neutralize and shelter themselves under a foreign 
Hag, she compels their services exactly on the 
aniuc principle that rue would do if the men were 
fjund in England, or in British ships. 

This right America seems (for her language is 
jiot very explicit) to deny on two grounds. 

<} 1. On an assertion of the right of a natnral 
horn wbjeet of one state, to adopt and naturalize J 
liimself in another ; and to transfer his allegiance < 
to thejatter, to the exclusion of the former. 

♦ 2. On the peneral objection to the search of 
yientral ships by a belligerent. 

Upon the principles of this averted right, and 



us 



double objection, a few observ»* J 



*ver obvious to evrrv nmn conversant with pub- 
lie law) will be a proper introduction to a mora 
detailed consideration of the. question. 

t 1. "Society,'" say the writers on public law, 
is the union of individuals combined lor mutual 
defence and safety. Karh individual is bound to 
contribute his personal means to the common 
•trength of the society or nation ; and the na- 
tion is bonnd to preserve itself, und, as a means 
of self preservation, all its meuihers." 

" A nation," says Vatiel, " owes this to itself, 
•ince the loss of one of its members weakens it, 
and is injurious to its preservation." 

This is, in short, the law of nature and of na- 
tions on the subject. 

The municipal laws of all European countries 
are founded upon the same principle, (generally 
expressed, but always implied,) that the sove- 
reign authority of a state has a right to the mili- 
tary * services of all its subjects ; and the whole 
rystem of legal polity thioughout the great Eu- 
ropean family attests, in its various details, the 
universality and justice of this principle. 

But this duty of allegiance is not only univer- 
sal, or applicable to every subject, but is inde- 
fensible, and cannot be put off. It is an engage- 
ment contracted by the citizen at his birth, and 
coexistent with his life; for, if it were other- 
wise, — if every individual were to have the 
power of transferring his allegiance at his own 
will and pleasure, — the greatest crime known to 
the law of all cuoatruu, u»m*ly, strati triisos, 

• The duty niucli a suoject on es to the state, 
is, I need scarcely observ e, not confined to mili- 
tary service; but as this mo«t prominent of hia 
active duties, applies especially to my subject, I 
have referred, here and in subsequent passages, 
to alone. I am aware, that, if 1 were enter- 
ing info a ftill defence of the doctrine ol natural 
allegiance, I should, by stating the value of the 
civil and peaceful services of citizens, strengthen 
very much the claim of the native country, and 
the argument for my side of the question ; hut 
for a sketch of the subject (I profess here to give 
no more,) what i have saiu in the text appear* 



would become a safe aad profitable practice. If 
it were lawful to change a man's allegiance once, 
it would be lawful to change it as often as the in- 
dividual pleased — from England to America, 
and from America back again to England. Men 
would change their national character, to evade 
the rrq iisitions made on their personal or pecu- 
niary service. Deserters from the cause of their 
country, would be merely neutralized citizens; 
and deserters to the enemy, citizens who had 
transferred their allegiance ; the punishment of 
offences against the laws of God, and of the 
land, would be evaded by the transfer of the al- 
legiance of the offender, and the whole frame and 
slate of society would be disordered and sub- 
renal. 

The doctrine which leads to these monstrous 
conclusion', and which no nation of the old 
world ever thought of, it remained for America 

to advance. 

It may be worth while to inquire, very short- 
ly, whv, of all human societies, the United 
"!*tnT^* rfiTmc rnornfl nave fallen into this opinion. 

ft is from inexperience. America is a young 
nntion,and her institutions are still younger; 
they have been formed on speculative notions of 
the individual independence and inherent rights 
of man, without much reference to the experi- 
ence of the ancient modes of government, or the 
focial principle which combines and merges the 
rights of individual man in the duties of so- 
ciety. 

The experience of Europe was rejected to 
America, as the re*ult of prejudices unfavoura- 
ble to liberty ; and the local position and cir- 
cumstances of the Ignited Mates have prevented 
their yet feeling, in any pressing degree, the in- 
convenience* to which ihe looseness of their no- 
tions of public law is likeiy to expose them here- 
after. 

If their present federal union should be dis- 
solved, and adjoining states should become inde- 
pendent of one another ; or whenever a denser 
population of* the nations on their frontier shall 
place them in the situation in which European 
states now arc: it may be safely predicted, that 
they will then be obliged to adopt the European 
system of public law, and to seek in its princi- 
ples the solution of those difficult questions, 
which cannot fail to arise between neighbouring 
aad civilized states. 

There are, further, in the American constitu- 
tion itself, ci ix5ii instances which must tend to 
render that government less alive to the doctrine 
of indefeasible allegiance. 

This doctrine is founded, as 1 have shown, in 
the principle, that the state has a natural right tp 
the * military service of its subjects. This, 
which is, if I may n«e the expression, the com- 
mon law of Europe, is not law in America ; 
l here is in their constitution no such power over 
the services of citizens; there are no military 
tenures, no rights of service, aud no power of 
impressment. 

They would willingly, therefore, put aside a 
principle, from which they can at present derive 
no advantage; and the time to which I have al- 
luded, when the pressure of encroaching neigh- 

. • Tide the preceding note. 
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hours and powerful rivals, shall make tUem feel 
the want of a principle of international law, is 
either not foreseen at all, or seen at such n dis- 
tance, as to excite no apprehension. 

The manner in which the elements of A men- 
ran society have been collected, is not calculated 
to excite that exclusive national attachment, 
which otlier people feel ; and we must recollect, 
that the majority of the nation is composed 01 
naturalized foreigner*!, or the sons or grandson? 
of persons of this description. 

It is, therefore, on all these accounts, the les« 
surprizing that the government and people of the 
United States should be inclined to give more ef- 
fect and validity to the system of naturalization 
than we Europeans do. 

That government, however, must have felt 
the weakness of its principles as to the effect of 
naturalization, since it ha« not been ashamed to 
endeavour to support and defend it by a fal<e al- 
legation, that a similar system is adopted in Eng- 
land of nM"rati*iiig for^u armm-u. Th'te \* ri 

thor gross ignorance or gross misrepresentation ; 
both very, though not equally unbecoming a per- 
son udmini'teritig public affairs. 

The provision, to which the American govern- 
ment refer*, is that contained in the act of the 
15th Geo. If. c. .S. which, for the better encou- 
ragement of foreign mnrincrs and seamen, enacts, 
that, " after the year 17.W, every foreign sea- 
*• man, who shall have served two years in one 
" of his majesty's ships, shall be taken to be a 
" natural born subject of his majesty ; and shall 
11 be entitled to all the privileges, powers, rights, 
" and capacities of a natural born subject." 

Now this • net is altogether in favour of the 
foreign seaman ; it imparts to him a new charac- 
ter without obliterating the old ; it confers pri- 
vileges and capacities on him ; it protects him in 
his person and property ; but it never has been 
construed or considered to create any new liabil- 
ity in the foreigner, or to exact from him any 
inconsistent with his allegiance to his native 
sovereign ; it makes him an Englishman in civil 
and personal concerns, as far as he may choose to 
be one, but interferes not with his own wishes or 
his sovereign's right as to his personal services 
or his natural allegiance. This is so well under- 
stood in England, that it has happened that a 
foreigner has been discharged from the British 
naval sen-ice on the ground of his being a for- 
eigner ; and yet if wages or other debts from in- 
dividuals have been due to him, the solicitor of 
the admiralty has been directed to commence a 

• A doubt has been entertained, whether this 
act did not expire with the war which existed at 
the time of its enactment ; but if it has expired, 
(which, however, has never been, that 1 know 
of, legally discussed and decided) its place has 
been in some measure supplied by the 34th Geo. 
I. I.e. 68, which provides, that by three years 
service, and the performance of certain other re- 
quisites, a foreign seaman is to be considered, for 
the purposes of the said act, a British seaman. 
As the principle, however, of both these Hcts, is 
the same, I have applied my observations t<> the 
act quoted by the American government ; though 
the details of the whole case, if perfectly stuted, 
Would itrengthaa my argu«ea*. 



suit against the debtors in the/omgnerY behalf, 
which he himself might not be able to do for want 
of means, and which, if hi« nation should be at 
war with Great- Britain, he could not do without 
the assistance of the special law in his favour. 

To this may be added another fact, that, where 
the discharges of foreigners from the British Ser- 
vice have been demanded by the agents of Ame- 
rica, or any other state, or by the individuals 
themselves, it never has been set up a« a bar 
against that demand that 14 they were naturali- 
zed by two years service in the British navy.** 

A few words more will conclude what I have 
to say, generally, as to foreigners in the British 
service. 

The right of imprfs/stxg foreigners, let me 
state, is, not only ho/ claimed, but, absolutely 
disclaimed in principle and prohibited in prantiec : 
while, in the case of the volbjitah enlistments 
of foreigners, it will be found that the practice of 
the British admiralty is consistent with, and cor- 
roborative of, nil the* principles for which I have 
before contended. 

That practice recognizes (a.« w*« stated in the 
house of commons last year from authority) two 
distinct characters in every foreign seaman :— 
the one individual and personal, the other na- 
tional. In the former character, any seaman 
may voluntarily enter the British service: and 
having thus, of his own accord, entered into an 
individual engagement, he is not permitted again 
to change his mind, and depart from that engage* 
ment. He voluntarily relinquishes bis indiriduul 
rights as a foreign citizen, and is not allowed, at 
his pleasure, to resume them. 

Bat the national character is not an individual, 
but a public right : it belongs less to the seaman 
himself than to the sovereign who has a claim to 
his service ; and it is therefore admitted that 
even the voluntary entry of a foreigner into our 
navy cannot bar the right of his sovereign to re- 
claim him. 

Thus then the applications of individuals who 
have voluntarily entered are resisted, though the 
claim of their sovereign for their release is acce- 
ded to. 

But the mere application of the sovereign, or 
his accredited agent, is not always enough ; be- 
cause it is known by experience that the minis- 
ters, consuls. &c. and particularly those of Ame- 
rica, never, in fact, refuse to make such an appli- 
cation at the wish and request of the party ; so 
that a distinction may reasonably be taken be- 
tween such requisitions as are made at the mere 
instance of the individual, and those made in the 
name, and as the act, of his government. 

Those "made at the instance of the Individual 
merely, and Where the govern ment does not either 
want or claim his services, may fairly bccont>ider- 
ed as if l hey came direct from th» individual him- 
self. But if the sovereign demands the release of 
one of his subjects, for his (the sovereign's) own 
service, such demand is immediately to be compli- 
ed with, even though the person should have vo- 
luntarily entered. 

It is therefore wholly unfounded to say that 
the practice or principle* of Great- Britain, with 
regard to other countries, afford America any ex- 
ample or exense for detaining from her, under 
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pretence of American naturalization, her natural 
born subjects.** 

I have thus Mated some of the causes by which 
It appears to roe that America may have been led 
to endeavour to subvert a principle which all 

--- 

* A pamphlet has been lately published at 
"Washington, called, " A Treatise on Expatria- 
tion." This treatise, which appears to have and 
to deserve the countenance of Mr. Mndison, is a 
tisane of mittinderstanding and misrepresentation 

of folly and of falsehood. The writer endea- 
vours to prove that the right of a subject to trans- 
fer his allegiance has been recognized by British 
law, and the misrepresentation of the statute be- 
fore referred to is the main spring of his argu* 
ment, as it bad been before of Mr. Madison's. I 
shall not waste time upon the treatise ; it is 
anonymous, and may perhaps be the production 
9 ( • •••••••»• b ut it i„ 



about the kind of pamphlet which in England we Jjerstntt -smrn have, on several occasions, affected 



should attribute to an attorney's dark. 

One single assertion of this writer, because it 
applies particularly to the matter in point, and 
because it gives a good sample of his law and his 
veracity, I shall quote : — 

" Let us pause," says this treatise, " for a mo- 
ment, to trace the practical operation of this le- 
gislative principle, (the 15th Geo. II.) by virtue 
of which naval service makes a foreigner a sub- 
ject, without any application on his part for that 
purpose. A Danish subject serves on hoard a 
British trading vessel in time of war for two 
years : the British government declares war 
against Denmark ; and the Danish seaman, who 
has gone home to defend his country, is made a 
prisoner while he is endeavouring to save Copen- 
hagen from destruction. According to the Bri- 
tish law he is a traitor, and may be condemned to 
death for having taken up arms against his sove- 
reign, by statute tieorge II. This is iiiMji 



other civilized nations have recognised, and td 

contend for a doctrine which would go far to sub- 
vert all national society. 

I think, however, I may venture to assume, 
that the law of nature, of reason, of Enrope, and 
of England, will not now be abandoned to these 
American pretensions, and to hope (us the ouly 
means of peace) that the government, or, if not 
the government, the people, at least, of the Uni- 
ted Stales, are not determined to continue an ag- 
gressive war, for the sake of establishing, (not 
for the advantage of their own citizens, but ia 
favour of the runaways of other nations,) nn ab- 
stract proposition, false in principle, mischievous 
in practice, refuted by all writers, and rejected 
by the unanimous wisdom of all ages and ail na- 
tions. 

{ 1. The general right of search of a neutral ship 
on the high seas by a belligerent has not, I be- 
lieve, been distinctly denied by America, though 



ably the law of England." (Page 26.) 

Now, unquestionably, a fouler falsehood was 
never advanced. It does so happen, that, at the 
breaking out of hostilities with Deumark, many 



seamen of that nation , who had served several 
years in our ships, both of commerce and war, 
expressed their reluctance to serve against their 
native country. What was done ? were they 



to question it ; but, in the particular case ot t*a« 
search of an American vessel for British subject";, 
the right is, if not absolutely denied, treated as a 
matter of heavy and intolerable grievance. 

It might, perhaps, be enough on this point ta 
say, that if, as I have shown, the law of nations 
cdnGrms the right of the sovereign over his sub- 
ject, the same law implies a right in the sovereign 
to search for and to take that subject. If a na- 
tion has a right, it has a moral power to vindicate 
that right, and is justifiable in applying its phy- 
sical power for the prirpose ; for it is nonsense ta 
talk of legal rights, from the exercise of w/ ich 
one is legally debarred ; and, in truth, before 
America can with any degree of consistency deny 
our right to search her ships for our seamen, she 
mirst deny our right of search in the abstract ; for 
on what score is the search after enemy's proper- 
ty to he admitted, if the search after your own 
property be denied i* A neutral ship is not to be 
converted into a mean of strengthening out ene- 
my : is it then to be made a rtieans of weakening 
us? The belligerents right Of search rxistsequal- 
ly in both cases, because the principle, on which 



the search proceeds, in both cases is the 
namely, self preservation. 

Again ; if the right of search for contraband of 
war is not denied, why should the right of search 
flogged for mutiny ? were these naturalised citi- j for man, — man, which is, In truth, the highest 
xens condemned to death for high treason ? They species of contraband of war, because all other 

kinds are merely materials for his use, and useful 
to a belligerent in direct proportion to the num- 
ber of men which it may have to employ on th«>«e 
materials t C an it be denied that we have a right 
to search a neutral to detect the conveyance of 
reinforcements to an enemy's army or fleet ? — 
Certainly not. How then can it be dented that 
we have a right to search a ueutral to detect de- 
serters from our own ? _ 

What is more sacred than the character of the 
ambassador of a friendly power ? but has it ever 
been contended that an ambassador could shelter 
and convey out of a country, as part of bis train, 
a natural born subject of that conntry, who 
should be a deserter from its military sen* ice ? A 
neutral Hug, though entitled to no such \ 
as tiie amlaissadorial character possesses, oik 
I readily admit, be duly respected ; but, in order 
ta be soj it ihwuid nut be aada a never for the 



were all discharged immediately, on their several 
applications ; and, having the advantages of na- 
turalization conferred upon them, in&ay of them 
entered into the mercantile navies of Great-Bri- 
tain and her allies. 

Tli is is the {act with regard to the very case 
quoted by this writer ; but, at the moment that 
he was writing this falsehood for the purpose of 
deceiving America, he, or his patron, at least, 
must have known that many hundreds of persons 
alaiming to be American citizens, most of whom 
had served upwards of two years, had been dis- 
charged from his majesty's ships at the breaking 
ant of the war \ it being the principle of British 
law, that no man ought, under any ci cntu stan- 
ces, to be forced to serve against his native land. 

There are two ways of bearing false witness 
the ru-nrestiofalsi, and the supjrct4ut vtTU This 
writer is a wutac ef bwtu. 
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Runaways, deserter?, and criminals, of belligerent, 
powers. » 

I also adroit that the ri^ht of search, (as it 
«mU need? subject the neutral to some degree of 
inconvenience) ought not to he exercised in ca- 
se* where there can exist no »tupiekm of illegal 
practice on the part of the neutral ; and if Ame- 
rica were iu a condition to »how that it was im- 
possible that a British subject should be on board 
an American ship, the exe -cise of the right of 
•eurch would be unjust. If she a»uM even show 
that such a case was in n hii;h degree improbable, 
the search should then he exercised with propor- 
tionable caution, but this is only a corroboration 
•f the original principle ; it is inijnst in propor- 
tion as it is unnecessary, because it is just as fur 
*s it is necessary ; but the evil being not merely 
possible or probable, but certain, avowed, and 
defended, the remedy becomes not merely a 
right, but a duty ; and the inconvenience which 
the neutral surfers is one to which, knowingly' 
•nit wJHi«igiy, b« exposes bimseit — an mconVtv 
nience to which, as be must expect it, he of course 
would not subject himself, if he did not find in 
the practice some compensatory advantage. 

But the incoiiveiiicnce — be it great or s^inall, 
.compensated or not — it is to the neutral but au 
inconvenience, while the abandonment of tlu: 
practice might be to the belligerent, and would 
be to Great- Britain, a vital injury, ll would 
have the tendency of unmanning her fleet, — of 
exposing not her commerce alone, but her terri- 
tory, to the Invasion of her enemy, — ami of com- 
promising her very existence as a free and inde- 
pendent nation. 

Nor is Great-Britain akne concerned in up- 
holding this doctrine. \V bat would be, at this 
hour, the state of Furnpe il Bmaparte and Mr. 
Madison had succeeded in their joint efforts to 
subvert the commercial and maritime power of 
(jreat-Britain ? 

I trust, therefore, that I mav be permitted to 
assume that the right of Great-Britain to search 
American ships for her natural boru subjects, de- 
serters from her service, and her right to tpke 
them when found, is fully established on the ac- 
knowledged principles of natural and public law; 
Mid in this confidence I shall now proceed to 
consider of the ma erica, and of the amount of 
*he injury sustained by America iu the exercise 
Of this right by Great-Britain. 

(To be continued.) 



VERMONT LKGlbLATL'KE, Oct. 15. 1814. 

This day, at \i o'clock, his excellency 
the governor met both branches of the 
legislature, and delivered the following 

SPEECH. 
Gentlemen of the Council, andGtnllemcn 
of the House of Representatives. 

The unsolicited approbation of my 
conduct the year past, considering the 
extreme eznharrassments under which I 
entered upon the duties cf my office, is 
highly gratifying, and will uot fail to 
produce renewed exertion to promote the 
best interest of my fellow" citizens. At 
file same lt«e it affords the pleasing he^e 



(hat my future service in the discharge of 
the duties of the office which I have 
again undertaken, will be considered with 
the same indulgence. Without this, I 
should despair of discharging those duties 
in a satisfactory manner at this most dif- 
ficult and cveutful period. 

The true patriot can submit to no sacrw 
fice of truth or principle, to procure hit 
own advancement, or to promote the in- 
terests or views of a party. Men may 
change — and parlies m.ty change — but . 
truth, principle and virtue are immutable. 
It ought there! ore, to be our firm deter- 
mination to pursue the plain path of duty 
with steadiness and fidelity. 

In declaring my uudeviating attach- 

.u ixt tne principles of our wise and ex- 
cellent system cf government, inde{>en- 
deutly of any regard, or blind devotion to 
Ihose who may have administered it, I 
am sensible that hizh sounding profes- 
sions are not lire surest tea! of sincerity, 
and shall therefore, only refer you to the 
genernl tenor oi my .conduct for future 
expectations. 

Our foreign relations ami defensive- 
operations being exclusively committed 
to the management of ihe general govern- 
ment, excepting in particular cases, ia 
which assistance may be required, our at- 
tention is principally confined to the 
local concerns of the state. And it af- 
fords me gre ut pleasure to have it in my 
|K>wer to observe, that the internal quiet, 
security ami prosperity of our fellow citi- 
zens for the year past, has been unex- 
ampled for limes iike the present. 

Justice has been promptly, and, I be- 
lieve impartially administered, the law* 
duly respected, and litigation gradually 
diminishing— Ihe natural ami certain con- 
sequences of a well placed confidence in 
an upright and intelligent judici-iry. Our 
fiscal concerns have been condircted with 
that fidelity and correctness, which were 
lo be expected from the acknowledged 
talents and integrity or the officer at the 
head of that department. 

Our schools and seminaries of learning, 
have not suffered that diminution and de- 
pression which might have been expect- 
ed, excepting, that it has been deemed 
advisable, that the operations of one near- 
est the seat of war should suifer a tempo- 
rary suspension, that, at a future and moro 
favourable period, they mrght he renewed, 
under better prospects, and with ; 
vijmtr and energy. 
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The economy and correctness with 
'which that liberal and humane institution, 
established for the security and correction 
of state criminals, has been conducted, 
affords the consoling prospect of its great 
usefulness to the community — evinces a 
general improvement in the state of soci- 
ety, and probably will afford some reve- 
nue to the state. 

Notwithstanding the corrupting and 
dprnoral'mnj^endency of a state of war, 
our citizens liVe enjoyed their civil and 
religious privileges in an unusual degree. 

The distinguished talents, integrity and 
experience of which your honourable 
hody is composed, will render my duties 
leas arduous, and .afford aaure plenVe to 
our constituenfs7tWaTthWbesTinlelw»- 

*«b ill be promoted. 

Man never appears in a more respon- 
sible and truly dignified station, than 
-when called to act as a representative of 
a free, sovereign and independent people. 
We are selected from our fellow citizens, 
not for the base and degrading purpose of 
securing our own promotion, aggrandizing 
our particular friends, or to favour the 
views and interests of a party — but to 
consider the whole community as one 
common family, and, as faithful guardians 
of their rights, endeavour to promote the 
general welfare. 

Yours is the duty, and on yon, gentle- 
men, rests the responsibility of selecting 
proper persons to fril the various offices in 
this state for the ensuing year— persons, 
to whom we may safely trust the admi- 
nistration of justice in all its important 
branches, and on whom we must in a 
great measure, depend for the preservation 
of the peace and internal quiet of the 
state. It will likewise become your duty, 
to select a suitable person to represent 
this state in the senate of the United 
States from and after the third day of 
slarch next. 

In the execution of these important 
duties, the most |ierfect confidence is en- 
tertained, that you will, unbiassed by 
local or parly considerations, he influ 
enced by a single view to the public good. 

The great importance of a well orga- 
nised militia, in a free state, cannot 
escape the notice of a wise legislature. 
The want of precision and energy in our 
present military system, must be apparent 
to every man who is conversant in mili- 
tary affaire—and demands a revision to 
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adapt it to the exigencies arising from 
(fur exposed situation. It would be de- 
sirable, that the burden should be equal- 
ized, as far as is practicable, that the 
weight may not rest on those who are 
least able to bear it. 

We have a right to demand from the 
general government full protection and 
security. Still it is but too evident from 
past experience, that much depends on 
our own exertions. May not this con- 
sideration suggest the expediency of adopt- 
ing some further measures for arming the 
militia, and providing field artillery and 
munitions of war, which may be applica- 
ble to sudden emergencies? We have be- 
fore us the example of many of our sister 

waits IU I Mftl l lg aSUl.m vrrtontECT «orpg, 

which may be relied on, in case of sud- 
den alarm, and serve as a rallying point 
for other and efficient aid. 

As we are authorized by the constitu- 
tion to look to the general government 
for that protection, which our exposed 
situation may require, it must be perfectly 
evident, that the militia were only de- 
signed to be called in aid of the regular 
force in particular cases. Those instances, 
which have occurred during the last year, 
have been met by our patriotic and brave 
citizens with a promptitude, spirit and 
zeal which are highly honourable to them- 
selves, and which render them worthy 
the gratitude of their country. 

To meet a request of Genera) Macomb, 
for assistance on the late incursion of the 
enemy, which terminated so gloriously 
for the American arms, there being no 
portion of the militia detached or call for 
by the president, in conformity to the 
laws of the United States, it was consider- 
ed that a call upon our patriotic citizens 
for their voluntary services, was the only 
mode by which efficient and timely aid 
could possibly be afforded. 

The result has l»een such, as many of 
you gentlemen, have witnessed. It far 
exceeded our reasonable expectation. By 
it the enemy have been taught a useful, 
although mortifying lesson, that the soil 
of freemen will not bear the tread of hos- 
tile feet with impunity. 

At the same time, it reflects the high- 
est honour on the patriotism, spirit and 
valour of our fellow citizens, who, with- 
out distinction of age, character, or party, 
were, ready to brave the dangers, in its 
mo«t formidable appearance, for lbs de- 
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fence of their country. And it would 
seem, that it ought to palsy the tongue W 
slander ; every desirable oliject being se- 
cured, and in a manner the least burden- 
some and otfensive to the feelings of a 
tree and enlightened |>eople. 

Much is due to General Strong, and 
our brave volunteers; and I am requested 
by the secretary of war, to present them 
the thanks of the general government, 
" for their prompt succour and gallant 
conduct in the late critical state of this 
frontier." 

I should do injustice to my own feel- 
ings, as well as violence to every correct 

principle, were I to refrain from testifying 
the higu sctrer, wiiicn i entertain of the 

brilliant achievment of Commodore Mac- 

donough, and his intrepid associates, on 

Lake Champlain, over a far superior naval 

force ; an achievement, which renders all 

encomium feeble and inadequate. 

I should likewise do injustice, if I 
should neglect to notice, the cool, perse- 
vering, and brave conduct of Brigadier 
General Macomb, and his alike brave as- 
sociates in arms, in the discomfiture of a 
greatly superior force of veteran troops, 
commanded by experienced officers. 

These glorious aohievraents arc not 
surpassed in the records of naval and mi- 
litary warfare. New lustre is added to 
the national character. But the effects 
are more immediately experienced by the 
northern sections of the states of Vermont 
ami New- York. 

This late special interference of the 
Almighty in our behalf, in completely de- 
feating the hostile designs of the enemy 
on our northern borders, cannot fail, to 
render it a subject of respectful legislative 
notice. And, although it may not be in 
our power to add to the laurels of those 
gallant commanders, and their brave as- 
sociates, who, under Providence, were the 
authors of our protection and safety ; yet, 
we may express our gratitude to heaven, 
and to them, for so great a deliverance. 

1 have received a letter from the go* 
vernor of the state of Pennsylvania, 
-which inclosed a resolution of the senate 
and house of representatives of that state, 
proposing an amendment of the constitu- 
tion of the United States ; by which the 
term of senators in congress shall be re- 
duced from six to four years. 1 have re- 
ceived likewise, a letter from the govern- 
our of Tennesee, enclosing a resolution 
of the general assembly of that slate, pro- 



posing an amendment of the same im- 
port. These papers will be laid before 
you. And should any thing further of im> 
portancc come to my knowledge during 
the present session, of which you are not 
possessed, it will be made the subject of 
a special communication. 

On the subject of war, in which our 
country is most unfortunately engaged, I 
feel disposed, at this critical period, to say 
as little as may be consistent with duty. 
But 1 consider it due to myself, und more 
especially to my constituents, explicitly 
to state that the events of the war havu 
in no wise altered my opinion of its ori- 
gin. aw **• f*«-«»g*~«*»«» i have conscien- 
tiously and uniformly disapproved of it 
as unnecessary, unwise and hopeless in all 
its operations. And notwithstanding the 
few brilliant successes we have met witfeia 
our operations of defence, I can see very 
little in its general complexion, which af- 
fords the least consolation. 

Many very considerable places on our 
sea board are now in the (tossession of the 
enemy. The capitol of our country, that 
proud mouument of better times, has been* 
possessed and destroyed by him~~<a humi- 
liating reflection to every real American. 
And I consider that we are now suffering 
the evils, which have, from the mistakes 
and misconduct of rulers befallen this, as 
well as most of the nations of the earth. 

It therefore becomes us to look calmly 
and firmly on our dangers, and meet them 
like men, who are mindful of what they 
owe to their own characters, and what 
they owe to their couatry. 

It would have afforded me heartfelt 
satisfaction to have beeu able to announce 
to you the return of peace to an afflicted 
people. But our reasonable hopes on this 
subject, not having been realized, and the 
particular spirit with which the war ap- 
pears to be persecuted by the enemy,., 
renders defensive measures und operations 
not only necessary, but righteous and just; 
in which we may engage with feeling* 
most honourable and praise worthy, and 
with a 6rm reliance on the Almighty, who 
has never forsaken us in the hour of peril. 

1 shall now, gentlemen, cheerfully pro* 
ceed iu the discharge of the duties of the 
office assigned rat — aud in the prosecu- 
tion of the business of the prevni if iiioa, 
you may be assured of my eordiai co-opt - 
ration in every measure, which has fur i:* 
obicct the promotion of the public sjo<n!. 
MARTIN CHlTTiiN!>*i>V 
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To all who wish for a termination of this un- 
happy war on terms not dUhonourable to our 
country, and calculated to produce a letting 
and durable peace, 

4 FREE BCT CANDID DISCUSSION OF THE LATE 
NEGOTIATION. — No. II. 

1. What Groat Britain does not dp in and. 

We hare seen she does not demand a re- 
cognition of her maritime rights. The com- 
missioners on the part of Great-Britain said, 
they were not particularly desirous of draw- 
ing the question of impressment. The story, 
that they required us to ahandon it is there- 
lore false, as all Eurooc is now at imam, 
it i< useless to «tir the question. It is mncir- 
to be regretted that our commissioners could 
not have let the olher maritime questions a- 
lone. It is very doubtful, whether, if the Ame- 
rican commissioners had not brought forward, 
wider the general term of bloc kades, the or- 
ders in council, and more than that, blockades 
generally, and the discussion of certain loose, 
undefined, neutral and belligerent rights, as 
•well as claims of indemnity for capture brfore 
the war and tince the war, (pretty alarming, 
unprecedented proposals) if these had not been 
brought forward before the messenger was 
s« nt to England, it is very doubtful, whether 
the British government would not have relin- 
quished every thing but the Indian peace and 
boundary. But they may have thought, if 
they had to goover the whole doctrines of the 
order* in eouneil, and encounter all Bona- 
parte's notions of blockade, and free ships free 
goods, all Which are included in the general 
terms of neutral and belligerent rights, if 
moreover, we were to press payment lor sei- 
zures and captures bid'ora aud since the war, 
they might as well adhere to their strong 
terms. 

It may perhaps be said, that our commis- 
sioners did not in«i«t on those topics as ulti- 
mata, neither did Britain insist on any one. 
except the Indian peace and boundary ; all 
the rest were merely pressed as topics of dis- 
cussion, and the settlement of which would 
give stability to the peace. 

Great-Britain does not demand any cession 
of territory on this side of the lakes, as was 
formerly reported. She leaves the navigation 
of them as before. She disclaims most expli- 
citly the design or the wish to have any terri- 
torial acquisition*. How far her professions 
are at variance with her demands we shall see 
when we discuss those demands, at which pe- 
riod we shall also consider how far the requisi- 
tion of dismantling oar forts and fleets on the 
lakes is injurious* to our honour, and whether 
they are any proofs, that she treat with us as 
with " a conquered nation." We shall then 
have occasion to look into history, and to show 
that every nation in Europe has in terms made 
stipulations of that nature for the sake of es- 



tablishing permanent peace, and We shall nrtf- 

h • Ay show, that if peace is ever intended witb 
Britain, it can only be preserved by withdraw- 
ing all cause of jealousy on the western fron- 
tier. 

These points I do not mean now to discuss, 
but merely to say, she does not claim the 
whole lakes: She' leaves theift to us for all 
valuable purposes, as also all the shores of 
them we occupied before. 

Great-Britain docs not demand a surrender 
of the bauk fishery, or any limitation of it. 

She says, she shall uot regrant to us a spe- 
cial privilege, to which we have no pretension 
by laws of nations or of nature, to fish in her 1 
bays, rivers or inlets, or dry our fish on her 
siiorcs, unless we give her an equivalent. 

—— a mwA treatv riirbU a mere com- 
pact. We dissolved the compact by warV If 
a treaty was made to-morrow, without reviving 
expressly the treaty of 17&3, we should have 
no right whatever to these bay fisheries. Ttf 
enable us to hold them, she must grant them 
anew. V\ e cannot ask her, after voluntarily 
renouncing the bcuclit by war, to give us that 
privilege, which belougs exclusively to her, 
without giving some equivalent. It was not' 
a very important right to us. It could not 
have "endured many years. But whatever was 
its value, it was given up by Mr. Madison, atie* 
he kuew it when he declared an offensive 
war. 

She docs not demand our relinquishment of 
the ludia aud China trade. We mention this 
merely because there were people mad enough 
in England to suggest sueh a thought, and 
others weak enough in this country to believe* 
it. When they come to a treaty of commerce, 
the privileges we may enjoy in her East-India 
possessions will be the price she will pay us 
for advantages in her trade with us. If a dis- 
position to reciprocity shall prevail, and 1 am 
persuaded it will depend ou us, whether it does 
or not, the two countries mav have a dnrahlc 
and advantageous peace and treaty of com- 



I am almost ashamed to mention another 
ridiculous report, which, however, had its ef- 
fect, for it will be believed by half the nation, 
as fully as if it was true, that Gnat-Britain 
demanded we should dismantle our large ships 
of war, and never build any thing larger than 
a frigate. Although such a demand would 
have disgraced Euglai.d more than us, by re- 
presenting her fears of a nation which had but 
one 2t)0th part of her naval force, yet. there 
were many weak persons who were unhappy 
enough to beUcve it, and to get into a rage at 
this spectre, begot by malice and falsehood. 
I am sorry to mortify the authors of this false- 
hood, by sayiug, that the negotiators do not 
seem to care whether we build seventy-fours 
or cock boats. It has not as yet become a 
subject of discussion. 

We shall uow proceed to see what it de- 
manded, and te consider a* we proposed lathe 
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s the distinction between what the 
British government demand as indispensable, 
' and what they merely urge as convenient and 
pleasant, and tending to peace, and as well 
calculated to set off against our pretension}: of 
free ship* Tree goods, and no blockades. We 
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dered, and that both of them most he gratifi- 
ed or war mast be Interminable ? 

The doctrine most amount to this.— For 
when the war was declared it was avowed in 
congress, that its end if not its sole object was 
the conquest of both the Canadas. General 



say /w bUxkudes, because it amounts to that, Hull's proclamation sent to him from the war 
as Mr. Madison ha* .l.^iar.wi k. a . ' » j *. 



as Mr. Madison lias declared by proclamation] department avowed the design of conquering 
that i there is now ao legal bbcluuk of Uie Uni- and holding those provinces. It promised 
ted Mates . ! ! It so, there never con be. | protection, a better government to the Bri- 

There never was a negotiation in which the 
demand* were not mtimiely more extravagant 
than what the parties io tended to take. The 
ultimate, or sine qua non demands, which (to 
explain to unlearned readers) means those de- 
mands apon which the party intends to insist, 
are always considered the true test of tile spirit 

of negotiation. Sometimes \hu t#/» 
}, it,- -uiiuttimii, mat is the condition in 

which the parties stand at the time of nego- 
tiation. If there ever was a case iu which it 
was to be feared that this condition would be 
insisted on, this was that case. IVt made the 
war, we made it by stealth, we fell ou Britain 
unawares. She had recovered from the shock, 
bail made peace with all the world, and it was 
more sport to fight with us. Hardly an Eng- 
lishman at home feels or cares for this war. 
Tiiv-y are watciui£ balloons, and giving feasts. 

it was natural she should have demanded 
the uti posuJetis in the outset of the negotia- 
tion. France or any other nation would have 
done more. They would have adhered to it. 
Hut what a shocking state this demand would 
place us in ? We should lose Niagara, Michilli- 
makkihak, the Islands in the Cnesapcakc, 
and half of the Province of Maine. 1 hear a 
patriot exclaim, but this would have been 
ahominablc to demand so much ! Softly, not 
so fast. I have an excellent memory. The 
first year of war when we expected to take 
Canada, and Russia offered to mediate, the 
war party proposed and 1 believe Adams was 
instructed to demand the uti pmidfitis, that 
is whatever we had taken. Now the tables 
are turned and it is wicked. 

PACIFIC US. 



No. III. 

ft seems tnat the late conferences at Ghent 
were broken off on the ground that we will 
never admit a discussion, or a provisional 
agreement on any terms, whereof one of them 
shall claim the smallest cession of territory 
on our i>art even if it be done for the sake of 



■ • — ri — — - - 

thh subjects but threatened them with the 
most dreadful sufferings if they should dare to 
be loyal and to defend their own soil. 

When peace was expected to be made two 
years since, it was contended in many or most 
of the democratic papers, that our government 
should insist on holdiug what we miicht have 

Will it be now pretended that if we had 
taken both the Canada* we should not even 
have demanded to keep them ? When it was 
auuouDccd that the motions to take then* 
were, indemnity for British spoliations out 
security against the Indian tribes ? 

Were all these excuses false, and the rea- 
sons fallacious ? Have we expended one hun- 
dred mil nous, lost 20,000 men. wasted two 
cam; ligns, and left our whole sea coast to be 
plundered merely to make a parade of a con- 
quest which we never meant to claim at a 
peace ? 

This would be a wicked mockery indeed. 
But it is n I so. Every man knows, that if 
at the moment of the meeting at Ghent, news 
had arrived there that the American flag wa- 
ved over the walls of Quebec, that same news 
would have been accompanied by express in- 
structions to our commissioners to sign uo 
peace without the cession of the Canadas. 
Even many federalists would have approved' 
such a demand, and the nation at large would 
have suffered no peace to be ratihed by which 
those provinces were restored. 

Let any man lay his hand on his heart and 
say whether Jie can deny that this would have 
been the case, nay a treaty would have been 
rejected if an inch of Canada had been re- 
stored. 

But a different course of things took place, 
Britain holds two of our most important wes- 
tern forts ; the whole of thel'roviuce of Maine 
east of Penobscot river, one or two islands in 
Long Island Sound, and all those in the Chesa- 
peake under her eontroul while we bold about 



Kcuriog futore tranquillity or adj„<ti»« boniw 3 ^th^J^IlJ^ 'l!^ 



we enter into the proposals of Great-Britain, 
because if this priuctple is to be considered a« 
settled, it is useless to discuss the nature of 
the terms proposed by her. 

Is it understood that we will never treat on 
the footing of reciprocity ? Arc we not willing 
to. do to Great-Britain what we should expect 
the would do to us ? Is it understood, that insolent deinand~ 
our pride and our rights arc alone to be consi- 1 All that rve gain by right of conquest is ours 



onqnered merely 

exterminate the Indians nor buv their lands 
so a* to approach and endanger her weaker 
provinces, and because she asks and offers to 
discuss the question whether she may not 
have a communication across our unsettled 
wilderness from Halifax to Quebec, it is tho 
most abominable and unheard of. unjust, 
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and may be insisted on. IPc can dismember 
the greatest empire in the world without in- 
soleuco or injustice. A nation like ours, of 
seven millions only, can say to one of teu 
millions, five us all your posefsions in our 
neighbourhood ; we want them to round our 
territory, want them to enable us to extermi- 
nate the Indian*. 

But if that great nation, after actually con- 
quering large portious of our country, alter 
giving them ill up, says permit me to ask 
ururUtff.tr my subjects, by interposing a neu- 
tral country bctweeu us. 1 fear you. Let us 
not be conlenniuou*- or immediate neighbours. 
We may quarrel again, or rather you may in- 
vade me unawares as you did before ; and also 
be so good as to let me take the most 

dued. a perfect wilderness just so far as to 
make a road, which road will bring all your 
back lauds into market, and be beneficial to 
you as tonV 

• If Great-Britain says this, it is the height 
ofinsolcnce and injustice. It fc what a M con- 
quering luitiou alone could say to a conquered 



Can any man road this in his closet without 
a sting of conscience ? Is this our equality 
and fairness, and love of peace ? 

Hut what was this war in its commence- 
ttettt ? In unprovoked, unjust, offensive at- 
ta-k on a nation, then struggling with the 
most monstrous power in the world. 

That nation now freed from all its other 
enemies, at perfect liberty to punish the in- 
justice and meanness of our cabinet, finding 
us exhausted by the war, our public credit 
gone, our financiers at their wits end to get a 
cfcular, the payment of the Interest on our 
public debt suspended, congress attacking 
those manufactures which thev professed to 
favour, running their hands into every man's 
pocket, to sec if they can seize auy cash, 
and opening every pantry door to hud objects 
of taxation. That nation, finding us in this 
condition, oflers to restore all sheshas taken, 
and merely asks security against our future iu- 
justice, disclaims all wish of gaining territory, 
aile-ies her fears of our future power, and 
proves the sincerity of both, by the very na- 
ture of the propositions sire makes, which 
are simply to remove in to a distance from 
her, and we call this insolence and injustice. 
We too, gracious heaven ! who two years since 
in a moment of exultation, findiug our enemy 
occupied abroad, aud weak in mtr country 
threatened and boasted, that we would rob her 
of all her American territories ! 

If we could not conscientiously appeal to 
heaven before, for the justice of our cause, 
what shall ive nam say to a God of mercy, 
when our enemy offers to stay the destroying 
arm and to sheathe the bloody sword, and on- 
ly demands security and protection for the lu- 
dian trilies, on who^c plundered lauds this na- 
tion now subsUt, ? j 



vere subjects of discus- 
have been modified to 
», we will Adiscuss. 



Substantially, this is the only proposition 
made. The others wen 
sion only, and might have been 
cur acceptance. But i 
not even try to agree. 

What then are we to do ? Fight. Till 
when ? Till we have humbled Britain. So 
we promised to do three years ago. We have 
only lost five or nix million* dl* acres ; one 
hundred millions of dollars ; and tweutv thou- 
sand lives. Shall we do better? If Britain 
with (iOOO troops on our seaboard, has called 
out 100,000 militia, taken our capital, and 
two great counties of Massachusetts, what 
may she be expected to do, when she has 
20,000 troops to be directed by sea, to any 
one point ? Will she be less disposed to ask 

x,,7T<r r L-; «fcf & ^ u 'TSlf 

with such a force as she can send. No man 
doubts we can defend our country, but not (rout 
ravage and devastation, and immense expense 
and lasting injury. And after we are thus ex- 
hausted, is it probable our enemy will pre us 
better terms than those we now reject if 

But our honour is concerned ! America can- 
not yield any of her territory. What u ho- 
nour? Is it honour to engage in an unjust war ? 
Is it honour to relhse a moderate peace ? Is 
it honour to assist on the right of pi 
the Indians of the little, which a 
father iu heaven has given them ? 

All that Britain insists upon, is that she 
will protect these Indians. She does it be- 
cause she is bound to them as her allies. Sba 
does it for the nobler reason which heaven 
must approve, that by removing her borders 
form ours, nor peace, that peace which ought 
to subsist between all christian nations will Lk 
more durable. Is this the reason we reject it ? 
Yes, I fear it is the real reason. 

PACIFICUS. 
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